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at  tilis  commanication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  account 
of  the  ill  health  of  a  dear  child. 

The  Ghrand  Secretary  i:ead  a  letter  from  the  W.  Master 
of  Troy  Lodge  No.  56  to  P.  G.  M.  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  P.  G.  Master,  James  McCaleb 
Wiley,  who  died  at  his  home,  in  Troy,  on  the  afternoon 
of  Sunday,  the  2d  instant,  at  3  ^  o'clock 

BOQUET  PBESENTED. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Sayre  presented  a  Boquet  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  through  Brother  Joseph  Winthrop  Moses,  and  it 
was  accepted  by  the  R  W.  D.  G.  M.,  Brother  Henry 
Clay  Armstrong,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

BEFOBT  ON  THE  £.   A.  DEOREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work,  through  Brother  James  M. 
Brundidge,  made  report  on  the  E.  A,  Degree,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

P.  G.  M.  Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson  offered  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

DEATH  OF  p.  G.   IL  WILEY. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three,  of  which  Brother  William  B. 
Wood  shaU  be  chairman,  be  appointed  to  report  suitable  resolutions 
npon  the  death  of  oar  beloved  and  venerable  P.  G.  M.  James  HcGaleb 
Wiley. 

And  the  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Brothers  William  B.  Wood,  Peleg  Brown,  and  James  M, 
Brundidge. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  8^  o'clock. 
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IN  GBAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  4,  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  8^  o'clock,  the  B.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  K  W.  and  Bey.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  F.  a  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work,  by  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene, 
made  report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  report  was  re- 
ceived and  concurred  in. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  on  the  M.  M. 
Degree,  was  made  the  Special  Order  for  8  o'clock  this 
evening. 

Brother  Bufns  W.  Cobb  was  appointed  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  in  place  of  Brother 
James  McCaleb  Wiley,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  the  election  of 
Grand  officers  was  made  the  Special  Order  for  8  o'clock 
Wednesday  evening. 

LODGES  REINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  lodges,  the 


PROCEEDINGS. 


I 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Moni^omery,  on  the  Evening  of  Monday,  the  3d  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1877,  A.  L.  5877. 

PRESENT  : 

IIENBY  CLAY  ARMSTRONG,  D.  G.  M,,  cw.... Grand  ^lastor. 

WILSON  WILLIAMS,  P.  G.  M..  (w Deputy  Gmml  Manter. 

HENRY  C.  TOMTKINS Senior  Grand  Wardon. 

RUFU8  W.  COBB Junior  Grand  Wardun.' 

WILLIAM  IL  DINGLEY Grand  Treoaurer. 

DANIEL  8AYRE Grand  Secretiuy. 

WILLIAM  B.  WOOD,  as Grand  Chaplain. 

STEPHEN  H.  BEASLEY Grand  MawhaL 

JOHN  H.  BANKHEAD Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

WILLIAM  8.  FOSTER,  as Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

ADAM  R.  BAKER Grand  Steward. 

JOHN  W.  BIARTIN Grand  Steward. 

JAMES  DAVIDSON Grand  TUer. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

WnfiON  Williams Grand  Master. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson Grand  Master. 

Ibaiah  a.  Wilson Grand  Master. 

Sam  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jamxs  M.  Bbundidos. Junior  Grand  Warden. 
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And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  Subor- 
dinate Lodges,  as  follows : 

No.      6.  Moulton DeWitt  Clinton  White W.  M. 

"        7.  Macon Israel  Grant* " 

•*        8.  Farrar Sam  Thompson •• 

"      10.  Royal  White  Hart John  A.  Foster " 

I  Daniel  Sayre *• 

•*      11.  Montgomery. ^  William  H.  Dingley 8.    W. 

( Joseph  Winthrop  Mosee*...J.    W. 

14.  l^orence William  B.  Wood W.  M. 

16.  A^thens Benjamin  L.  Allen .  ..y S.    W. 

22.  St.  Albans. Henry  A.  Woolf W.  M. 

9»;  Twio  j  Lucky  W.  Jenkins* J8.    W. 

^^'  ^*® ]  Francis  P.  M.  Gilbert J.    W. 

"      27.  Selma  Fraternal William  W.  McCk)llum* W.  M. 

"      28.  Marengo     Foster  B.  Terrell •• 

'*      29.  Rising  Sun James  M.  Brundidge* ** 

31.  Autauga Benjamin  F.  Davis. 

36.  Washington William  R.  Julian , 

39.  Wetumpka Thomas  B.  Whitby J.    W. 

40.  Mobile William  S.  Foster W.  M. 

41.  Livingston., John  Gideon  Harris. 
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"  31.  Autauga Benjamin  F.  Davis ** 

<(  5)A  "WnaViinryfrkTi  Umiiam  Ti     .Tnlion  •« 
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**  41.  Livingston., John  Gideon  Harris " 

'*  43.  Leighton Joseph  M.  Kumpe. ** 

**  44.  Gaston John  B.  Lanford •« 

**  46.  Harmony James  Milton •* 

"  47.  Warren i  5®":'\  S' 5""fl^* «  " 
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J  Daniel  B.  Booth  ^ S.    W. 

53.  Greening Young  M.  Rabb* W.  M. 

54.  Amity James  B.  Head ** 

55.  Mount  Moriah John  H.  Stinson •* 

«•      56.     Troy <:k)leman  N.  Carpenter* «• 

( James  Andrew  Bilbro '* 

57.     Tnak^gee -{ Jesse  L.  Adams 8.    W. 

( James  E.  Cobb* J.    W. 

59.     Benton John  J.  Steele W.  M. 

SL^iah  A.  Wilson *• 
James  G.  Cowan 8.    W. 
Robert  C.  Jelks* J.    W. 

«      CO      Q>v^;«i  I  John  F.  Harrison* W.  M. 

^-    ^^^ iJamesRCox* J.    W. 

Eureka James  A.  Beid W.  M. 

Liberty John  A.  Ellerbe S.    W. 

Hampden  Sidney Andrew  W.  Rucker W.  M. 

Holsey SoweU  C.  Woolfolk* ** 

TT/^»«i./i  j  Oliver  S.  Beers •• 

^^^^'^^ jPelegBrown* a    W. 

Central Isaac  Johnson. ** 

Tohopeka James  M.  Oliver *< 

*ProzieB. 
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69. 
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No.     72.    Widow's  Son George  A.  Barge W.  M. 

74.     Solomon WiUiom  C.  Bleduoo 4.    W. 

76.     Anbnm George  P.  Hiirriaoii  Jr W.  M. 

78.     Crozier. John  P.  Ward* S.    W. 

80.  Wilcox JoHeph  B.  McWilliams W.  M. 

81.  Saint  Stephenit JoHeph  C  JohiiHon* ** 

82.  Bellefonte Nelnon  Kyle " 

84.     Erophotic Alfred  H.  Lee* •• 

88.  Meridian  Son Jame8  A.  Wood ** 

89.  Prattville Lleuelyu  Spigener •* 

90.  PfiHter William  B.  Jackson  Jr. .. .    .     " 

91.  Henry William  C.  Gates* •• 

95.  Danville Jesse  J.  Woodall* •* 

96.  Tuckabatchee David  D.  Kent •• 

97.  Lozahatchee liobert  11.  Savage J.    W. 

98.  Fnlton Philip  MilhouH W.  M. 

99.  Salem William  M.  Adams' '• 

101.     Hartwell Joshua  Draix^* *• 

103.  Benson James  L.  Williams •• 

104.  Good  Samaritan Charles  H.  Sims •* 

106.  Hermon William  G.  Winston* •• 

107.  Choctaw Lemuel  J.  Moonoy 

108.  Oak  Bowery John  T.  Hester* 

119.     Notasulga Ralph  T.  Armstrong S.    W. 

122.     Coflfeeville Thomas  J.  Cowan W.  M. 

125.     Hemdon, John  W.  Hardy •• 

129.     Geneva. John  F.  liegiKter •* 

133      Loachanoka  5  ^^^^<^y  ^^-  J^lw>dworth " 

IJJ.     Lioachapoka J  Louis  T.  Wiml>erly* a    W. 

134.     Wiley Aaron  W.  Bean W.  M. 

136.     Uni^ Kossuth  A.  Mayer «« 

145.     Fraternity John  M.  Doyle S.    W. 

148.     Cold  Water 5jichael  Y.  Hayes W.  M. 

151.  Bladon  Springs George  H.  McKee ** 

152.  Mount  Jefferson James  K  Hodge S.    W. 

153.  Monroeville John  W.  Leslie*   '      W.  M. 

155.     Eostaboga James  M.  Jackson* *' 

167.     Somerville WiUiam  S.  Simpson J.    W. 

(  Kinion  J.  Tlmmas W.  M. 

«     163.     Fayettevillo  Authentic . .  J  William  It  Phillips S.    W. 

(  Oliver  P.  Looney J.    W. 

«•    166.     Sumter Charles  F.  Threadgill W.  M. 

*•    168.     Mount  Hope Benjamin  F.  McGaughey •' 

«•    171.     Clopton John  H.  Weed •* 

(  Stephen  Henry  Beasley ** 

*•    173.     Andrew  Jackson i  John  CHudmt  Winter S.    W. 

( Julius  Tandy  Cilaze J.    W. 

**    175.     Ezel Oliver  C.  Rushton " 

••    176.     Davie Charles  Crawley S.    W. 

•Proxies. 


«• 
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__      -o-  .,   _x.  .,  (  Micaijah  L.  Stinfw>n W.  M. 

No.  181.  Aberfoil -j  i^ui,eii  B.  Thornton* S.   W. 

••    185.  Monut  Eagle Richard  R  Hunt W.  M. 

«*     186.  Calaula Elisha  J.  llobinson •* 

"    18H.  Clintonvillo Alfred  McGee " 

"    190.  Tombigbee John  W.  Jon eH ** 

..    ^r>o  TT-  1    T  i  Georg©  Stowcrs ** 

"    193.  High  Ix>g j  Caleb  R.  Smith* S.    W. 

"    195.  Opc'lika WUliam  J.  Sanifonl W.  M. 

••    107.  Ilillabee Martin  G.  Slaughter " 

••    199.  Kiligee Natlmn  Landers •* 

"    201.  Helicon William  H.  Pofjey '• 

"    204.  Planning  Spring Charles  McDade* •• 

•«    206  Moscow  )  Robert  J.  Redden " 

ZUO.  MOSCOW 1  John  H.  Biinkhead* aW. 

"    207  Pettosville  j  Thomas  Philliiw " 

ZVl,  l-eliosviue JDaWdW.  Byers J.    W. 

"    208.  Alexandria Stinmel  D.  McClelen W.  M. 

••    209.  Mawhall Rufns  K.  Boyd ** 

••    210.  Ebenezer Thomas  Swanson S.    W. 

*•    211.  York  John  B.  Shields  W.  M. 

••    212.  I^tnam Fnmds  M.  Hundley " 

••    213.  Euclid William  H.  Pniitf " 

••    218.  Sam  Dixon Reul»eu  T.  Ewing •* 

"    222.  Western  Star Isaac  R.  McElroy  jr .   " 

"    223.  Sandy  Ridgo John  C.  FonviUe S.    W. 

"    224.  Newton Joseph  A.  Adams J.    W. 

••    225.  Louisville Christopher  C.  Leo W.  M. 

•♦    22G.  Santa  Fe Lamartino  O.  Hicks *' 

•♦    227.  Jame«  Penn William  H.  Stuckey " 

••    22a  Dallas Kineheu  Morris " 

••    233.  8<*pulga Walter  C.  Iknuett &    W. 

«•    235.  Harpersvillo William  A.  O'Hara W.  M. 

«•    238.  Fairmount Augustus  W.  Deen ** 

••    241.  Bowen Theodore  Tiedeman ** 

••    242.  Coosa Isaac  C.  Hall " 

(  Anthony  H.  Sellers " 

•«    243.  Earner J  James  L.  Soles S.    W. 

(  George  S.  Tumipsood J.    W. 

•*    244.  Dawson Joseph  S.  Sanders W.  M. 

••    24a  Lawrence Newell  M.  Thornton •* 

"    249  Tolnca  i  ^^^^rhw  G.  eJones* * 

MJ,     loiuca ^jj^.y  M.  Penn J.    W. 

•«    ocn      k^^^A  Moses  D.  PiiiKon W.  M. 

250.  Amand j  WiUiam  N.  Joneh- a    W. 

••    254.  Quitman Michael  F.  Fail *♦ 

"    260.  GaylesviUe Leonidas  D.  Griffitts* W.  M. 

"    25a  Randolph. Hinmi  M.  Hays 

••    260,  Belleville. Anthony  D.  Sampy 

'ProxiflR. 
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( James  H.  Joiner W.  M. 

No.  261.  Talladega J  Mylea  J.  Greene* a   W. 

( JoHeph  H.  Johnson* J.    W. 

2m.  Hiffhland Robert  F.  Johnson \V   "" 

2«7.  Wiud  Creek John  Y.  Johnston 

270.  Butler  Spring Thomas  H.  Barge 

272.  Clifton Floyd  E.  Crurn* 

274.  Paint  Rock Jeptha  N.  Scott* 

275.  Frankfort Amos  L.  Moody 

270.  Bullock William  B.  Colquett 

280.  Springville Andrew  J.  Nunnelly .  .• 

285.  Greorgiana Pinkney  M.  Bniner 

286.  Walker Charles  Drennen 

287.  Clinton Levy   Wilkinson 

290.  Gillespie Jouas  Webb 

291.  Fort  Deposit Thomas  Blake a 

305.  Central  City George  R.  Boyd W 

330.  Forkland Milton  W.  Hand a 

331.  Charity Micaijah  C.  Thomas 

332.  Blue  £yo Thomas  J.  Brewer W 

334.  Oliver Horatio  C.  Grnyson 

33^:.  Nanaliilia Albert  G.  Westbrook J 

oo^  Ti  <  John   D.  Massey W, 

337.  Johnson •••••  j  James  M.  Horn a 

339.  Albert  Pike William  C.  Wheeler 

341.  Rdgan David  Cornelius  Wright* . . .  W 

343.  Summit George  M.  Bledsoe S. 

345.  Echo William  H.  Stuckey* W, 

«*«•  HurtviUe {^^i^l^^L^-./.B. 

348.  Bienville William  Thomas  Walthall ...  W 

349.  Ozark Needham  Hughes S. 

351.  Wilson  WiUiams Jomes  T.  Hc»l£ind 

353.  Rock  MUls George  W.  Taylor W 

«55.  Van  Bnren • Solon  E.  Heard 

357.  Rutledge John  A.  Padgett 

360.  Newtonville Zaehariah  Savage a 

361.  Town  Creek Alexander  P.  Odom W 

363.  Chester Secretary  W.  Chappell 

364.  Pleasant  Site David  M.  McMurray 

366.  Cotaco Isaac  M.  Jackson S. 

3«8-  era*  Plains {  i^e^t^^ffiuU,-  ; ; ; ;  J 

369.  Athelstan William  G.  Little 

374.  Lodor Charles  L.  Williams W 

375.  Gainesville Edward  N.  Kring 

377.  Lake  City Alexander  McSwain 

378.  Weogufka James  T.  Thompson  

QQ1  TJ1   TI  n^x^r  J  John  H.  Malone 

^L  E.  H.Cook j  Jasper  C.  Mixon* a  W 

•Proxies. 
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No.  384.  Birmingh&mFnteni&l..  Jamea  H.  W«ie* W.  I 

"    385.    Mnnford Joset^  E.  Camp S.1 

"    387.     Bine  Spnuef Thoma*  S.  Btapleton W.  1 

"    389.     Veiiion George  B.  Erneat* 

"    399.     EickoiyFlat Audrew  J.  Thompsoa 

"    394.     y»Ue;  Head James  H.  Prica 

"    395.     Opeliu laaao  EeymaD 

"    398.     Hartaelle Aadrer  A.  Odan" 

"    402.     Green  HiU Heniy  A.  SiUen 

■'    405.     Mineral  Spring William  H.  Cbambles B.   \ 

"    406.    Dorio Thomu  J.  UcCloskey* W.  J 

"    407.     North  Bivep iBaao  M.  Whitoe; 

"    408.     Ei1!Bt>oTo' Benjamin   M.  Simpwn 

"    410.     Helena Bufua  W.  Cobb" 

„     .,,      . I I  Joel  U.  Smitbeimiui 

411.    JemlTO..  i»iari^C.W.rt J. 

"    412.     AmbetBon Singleton  B.  Rnmsef S. 

"    416.    WiUiamabnig John  E.  WiUiams* 

*Pnnie*. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Due  Form. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  address  was  read  by  the 
B.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  and  on  motion  of  Brother  Wil- 
son WilliamBy  it  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
three,  consisting  of — 

Past  Ghrand  Masters : 

Wilson  Williams, 
Joseph  H.  Johnson, 
IsaifJi  A.  Wilson. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 


No  greater  pleasare  could  I  have  experienced  than  that  of  greeting  00 
many  of  yon  at  the  opening  of  onr  Grand  Lodge;  bnt  this  is  denied  to 
me,  and  I  shall  have  to  meet  yon  later  in  the  session, 

I  am  happy  to  say  to  yon  that  to  me  there  appears  to  be  a  better  dawn- 
ing for  Masoniy  in  this  State.  Fewer  new  Lodges  haye,  to  be  sure,  been 
formed;  bnt  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  those  which  had  become  dor- 
mant have  been  recalled  to  life  and  vigor;  and  better  still,  fewer,  yexy 
much  fewer,  appeals  from  the  judgments  of  the  Lodges  have  been  taken 
to  this  commnnication  than  nsnaL  Indeed  none  nntil  with  the  last  few 
days.  These  disclosed  oftentimes  a  mass  of  moral  turpitude,  and  their 
absence  proves  that  such  unworthy  members  haye  been  pretty  thoroug^y 
weeded  out,  and  the  hope  may  now  be  entextained  that  a  greater  degree 
of  moral  elevation  may  be  attained  under  the  teachings  of  our  beautiful 
degrees. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  would  also  mention  that  fewer  questions 
inyolying  any  intricacy  have  been  submitted  to  your  Grand  Master  for 
his  decision.  This  betokens  a  more  thoughtful  and  intelligent  adminis- 
tration of  the  afBstiiB  of  the  several  lodges  by  their  Worshipful  Masters. 

Having  been  officially  notified  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Xenophon  By- 
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land,  of  the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Missouri,  of  tho  death  of  oar  Grand  Repre- 
sentative near  that  Giand  Lodge,  R  W.  Brother  George  Frank  Gonlcy, 
also  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that  Grand  Lodge,  I  immediately  wrote  ex- 
pressing my  own,  and  your,  deep  sympathy  with  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Masons  of  Missouri,  and  with  the  family  of  the  deceased,  in  this  sndden 
and  appalling  bereavement 

Subsequently  I  commissioned  B.  W.  Brother  James  £.  Gadle,  P.  G.  M., 
of  Missouri,  as  our  Bepresentative  near  that  Grand  Lodge.  Commis- 
sions have  also  been  issued  to  the  following  brethren  as  Representatives 
of  the  M.  W.  Giand  Lodge  of  Alabama  near  the  Grand  Lodges  respect- 
ively specified — 

B.  W.  Bobert  B.  Fraser  to  Nova  Scotia. 
*'      Frank  Burkett  to  Mississippi. 
*'      Samuel  B.  Harman  to  Canada. 

Brother  Heniy  A.  Woolf  has  been  commissioned  as  the  B  W.  Bepre- 
sentative of  the  Giand  Lodge  of  Canada  near  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
will  doubtless  bo  received  and  greeted  by  you  as  Kuch. 

Dispensations 

Have  been  issued  for  the  formation  of  the  following  Lodges,  viz — 

To  James  Hilton  and  others  for  a  Lodge  at  Blooming  Grove,  Walker 
Co.,  to  be  called  Hilton  Lodge,  on  March  15th. 

To  Arnold  Shamblin  and  others  for  a  Lodge  at  Broomtown,  Cherokee 
Co.,  to  be  called  Broomtown  Lodge,  on  May  4th. 

To  Bichard  H.  L.  Whorton  and  others  for  a  Lodge  at  Cullman,  Cull- 
man Co.,  to  be  called  Cullman  Fraternal  Lodge,  July  19th. 

To  Thomas  B.  Clark  and  others  for  a  Lodge  at  Shorterville,  Henry  Co. , 
to  be  called  Shorterville  Lodge,  Aug.  22. 

To  William  D.  Sartor  and  others  for  a  Lodge  at  Clanton,  Chilton  Co. , 
to  be  called  Clanton  Lodge,  Aug.  23d. 

Also  dispensations  to  the  following  Lodges,  to  continue  until  the  pres- 
ent communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  they  having  forfeited  their 
charters  by  reason  of  non-representation,  and  non-payment  of  their  dues 
for  tho  constitutioiial  period,  but  having  paid  up  their  dues  to  the  Grand 
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Secretary  and  made  such  represeutationB  fis  to  indncc  the  belief  that  Ma- 
sonry would  bo  advanced. 

To  Gafitou  Lodge  No.  44. 

To  Bullock  Lodge  No.  276. 

To  Sycamore  Lodge  No.  328. 

To  Santa  Fe  Lodge  No.  22G. 

To  ToUassee  Lodge  No.  237. 

As  no  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  on  Dispensations  on  the  re- 
toru  of  Sulphur  Springs  Lodge,  No.  414,  nor  on  its  application  for  a 
charter,  I  continued  the  dispensation  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  believing  that 
the  silence  of  the  Committee  was  an  over-sight,  and  hope  it  wiU  meet 
your  approval. 

I  also  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Cold  Water  Lodge  No.  148  to  remove 
from  Green  Pond  to  Vance's,  being  satisfiiHl  after  full  inquiry,  that  the 
interests  of  the  Lodge  and  of  Masonry  would  l)e  subserved,  and  that  there 
would  be  no  infringement  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of  any  other 
Lodge. 

To  Bradford  Lodge  No.  138  to  move  to  Kcllyton,  after  being  satisfied 
that  it  would  probably  be  for  the  good  of  the  Lodge. 

To  Mt  Jefferson  Lodge  No.  152  to  remove  to  Shady  Grove  Church,  4 
miles  distant  from  its  former  location. 

To  Ohatchee  Lodge  to  remove  to  Peck's  Hill,  4  miles,  for  satisfactory 
reasons.  • 

I  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Mobile  Lodge  No.  40  to  hold  election  for 
officers,  the  constitutional  period  having  past. 

Also,  to  Newbnrgh  Lodge  No.  388  to  elect  a  J.  W.  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  our  worthy  Brother  J.  H.  McClelland,  J.  W. 

Missouri  Lodge  No.  146  having  **  failed  to  assemble  for  work  for  the 
space  of  six  months,"  thereby  forfeiting  its  charter  under  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  I  gave  to  it  a  Dispensation  to  continue  work,  and  also 
to  elect  officers  out  of  time,  hoping  thereby  to  revive  the  Lodge.  It  will 
show  its  condition  at  this  Grand  Lodge. 

To  Rising  Sun  Lodge  No.  29  to  elect  a  W.  M,  the  brother  elected  to 
that  office  at  the  proper  time  being  inclligiblc  and  not  installed. 
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To  those  Lodges  which  had  forfeited  their  charters,  I  recommend  their 
restoration  if  they  give  evidence  of  their  ability  jjo  maintain  themselves 
in  the  fntore. 

Granted  a  Dispensation  to  W.  Brother  Samnel  G.  Nabors,  of  Yorkville 
Lodge  Na  131,  to  lay  the  comer  stone  of  Ck>nrt  House  at  GarroUton,  which 
was  done  with  Masonic  ceremonies. 

I  refused  a  Dispensation  to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  time,  because  I  am 
satisfied  that  neither  Masoniy  nor  the  applicants  are  to  be  benefitted 
thereby. 

I  received  a  communication  from  M.  W.  Brother  £.  Edmundson,  G.  M. 
of  Tennessee,  suggestiug  the  propriety  of  our  two  Grand  Lodges  mutually 
extending  to  the  Lodges  of  each  the  right  to  make  Masons  of  the  citizens 
living  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other.  To  this  I  replied  by  citing 
the  frequent  enunciation  of  an  opposite  policy  by  the  Giand  Lodge  of 
Alabama,  but  now  draw  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  thereto,  that  it 
may,  if  it  deems  it  proper,  review  its  policy,  though  this  I  do  not  think 
advisable. 

M.  W.  Brother  J.  P.  G.  Gottrill,  G.  M  of  Wisconsin,  addressed  me, 
claiming  that  Leighton  Lodge  No.  i3,  of  Alabama,  had  violated  the  rights 
of  a  Lodge  in  Wisconsin,  in  having  made  a  Mason  of  a  citizen  of  Wiscon- 
sin, who  had  been  rejected  by  that  Lodge.  Upon  inquiry,  it  appeared 
that  the  petitioner  had  resided  a  year  or  more  in  Alabama,  claimed  at  the 
time  citizenship  ^ere,  and  that  Leighton  Lodge  was  ignorant  of  his  hav- 
ing been  rejected  in  Wisconsin.  This  explanation  VL  W.  Grand  Master 
Gottrill  accepted,  and  our  jurisdictions  are  still  completely  harmonious. 
This,  however,  suggests  the  necessity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  issuing  an  edict 
requiring  every  Lodge  to  insert  in  its  petition  for  initiation,  a  statement 
to  be  signed  by  petitioner,  to  the  effect  that  he  has,  or  has  not,  been  re- 
jected by  any  other  Lodge,  which  I  recommend. 

If  you  will  look  at  the  reports  of  Gommittees  on  Ghartered  Lodges,  you 
will  be  doubtless  amazed  at  the  frequency  of  the  statement,  that  there  are 
no  seals,  or  that  they  are  undistinguishable.  This  should  not  be.  The 
Constitution  requires  that  every  Lodge  shall  have  a  seal,  and  this  willful 
▼iolation  of  this  instrument  argues  badly  for  the  consistency  of  the 
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Lodges.  The  Grand  Lodge  should  not  bo  satisfied  with  this  reiterated 
statement  by  the  €k>mmittees  only,  bnt  shoold  compel  obedience  to  the 
Ck>nstitation. 

Most  of  the  questions  propounded  daring  the  past  year  hare  been  of 
easy  solution,  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  some  previons  year  being 
Bofficient    Tet  there  are  a  few  of  the  rulings  which  I  deem  shoold  be 
brought  to  yonr  attention* 
Ruled— 

That  charges  having  been  submitted  to  a  Lodge,  could  not  be  with« 
drawn,  though  if  the  Brother  making  the  charges,  becomes  satisfied  that 
they  are  without  foundation,  a  statement  so  made  in  open  Lodge  by  him 
would  warrant  the  Lodge,  as  a  court,  in  dismissing  the  case. 

That  an  officer,  like  a  member,  must  be  suspended,  if  he  be  in  arrears 
for  two  years  dues,  on  the  meeting  immediately  preceding  the  anniyersary 
of  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  and  that  if  not  done  at  that  time,  it  cannot  be 
done  at  any  subsequent  communication.  The  remedy  being  extraordi- 
nary, and  the  law  providing  that  time  only,  it  should  be  strictly  complied 
with. 

That  an  unaffiliated  Mason  may  be  tried  by  any  Lodge  within  whose 
jurisdiction  he  may  reside,  and  if  his  residence  be  unknown  by  the  Lodge 
within  whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  was  committed. 

That  although  a  Lodge  may  have  had  no  meeting  during  six  months, 
except  once  for  the  trial  of  a  member,  this  constituted  a  meeting  within 
the  Constitution,  and  its  charter  was  thereby  saved. 

A  Brother  prosecuting  has  the  right  to  close. 

Every  member  present  in  good  standing  has  the  right  to  vote,  he  alone 
being  the  judge  if  his  relations  to  the  accused  forbid  it. 

The  vote  of  the  Lodge  should  be  taken  by  call  of  the  roU,  on  all  ques- 
tions as  to  guilt,  or  assessment  of  punishment,  and  the  W.  M.  must  vote. 

That  a  Lodge  may  remit  the  dues  of  one  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues  and  restore  him  to  feUowship. 

That  public  meetings,  bolls,  &c.,  cannot  be  tolerated  in  a  Masonic  TTall. 

Allow  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following  questions,  and  that  of 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  for  action;  and  I  am  induced  to  do  this 
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because  I  found  myself  compelled  to  rule  against  my  better  judgment, 
because  of  Rule  10,  Art  VIL,  of  the  Constitution,  although  I  felt  assured 
that  the  framers  of  that  instrument  did  not  contemplate  its  application 
to  cases  of  definite  suspension,  it  being  only  a  very  severe  reprimand: 

A  Brother  being  tried,  is  found  guilty,  and  suspended  for  a  definite  pe- 
riod; he  takes  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  appeal  is  sustained 
before  the  termination  of  the  period  of  suspension.  What  is  the  position 
of  this  Brother  in  relation  to  his  Lodge?  The  Brother  presenting  the 
certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  ap- 
plied for  membership  to  another  Lodge,  can  he  be  eUded  f 

And  now,  Brethren}  as  I  am  about  to  biy  down  the  emblems  of  author- 
ity with  which  your  too  partial  estimate  invested  me,  but  for  the  necessary 
length  of  this  address,  I  would  have  indulged  in  some  reflections  and 
suggestions  which  to  me  appear  of  interest.  This,  however,  I  must  fore- 
go for  the  reasons  already  given.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  expressing 
the  thanks  I  feel  to  the  Brethren  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness, 
and  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the  aid  so  cheerfully  extended  to  me  in  all 
matters  wherein  an  appeal  to  his  office  became  necessary. 

P.  J.  PILLANS,  Grand  MasUr. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  made  his  Annual  Beport,  and  it 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Finance. 
(See  Appendix.) 

The  Grand  Seci'etarj  made  his  Annual  Beport,  and  it 
was  received  and  referred  to.-ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 
(See  Appendix.)  ^,. 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  report  on  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  Saint  John's  fire,  and  it  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

LETTER  FROM  P.   G.   M.  NOBBIS. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  P.  G.  M. 
George  D.  Norris,  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present 


1877.]         GBAIO)  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  17 

charters  of  wliich  had  been  forfeited  on  account  of  non^ 
representation  for  two  years,  and  which  had  paid  up  all 
dues  and  were  represented,  were  reinstated. 

Brother  Young  M.  Babb  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

DUPLIOATE  BEPOBTS. 

Besolvedt  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instracted  to  ftimish  Dnplioato 
Grand  Lodge  Beports  to  the  Babordinate  Lodges. 

The  Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following  res- 
olutioui  and  it  was  adopted  : 

NEW  OHABTEBS  GBANTED. 

Besolved,  That  a  new  charter  be  granted  to  Pfister  Lodge  No.  90;  and 
also  to  Bethel  Lodge  No.  140,  the  charter  of  the  former  having  been  lost, 
and  that  of  the  latter  destroyed  by  fire.    Both  free  of  charge. 

Brother  Wilson  Williams,  frpm  the  Committee  on  the 
Grand  Master's  Address,  made  the  following  report^  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

BEPOBT  ON  GBAND  MASTEB's  ADDBESS. 

To  the  MotA  TTortA^j/uZ  Qtar*^.  Lodde  cf  Alabama: 

Tonr  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Most  Wor*- 
shipfnl  Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  sabmit  the  foUowing  report — 

We  find  the  very  able  address  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
replete  with  general  Masonic  information,  well  worthy  the  especial  care 
and  investigation  of  every  Mason  within  this  jurisdiction;  and  in  order 
that  the  various  matters  therein  referred  to  may  bo  properly  considered 
by  this  Grand  Lodge,  we  make  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  so  moch  of  the  address  as  refers  to  the  commissioning  of 
Bepresentatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges  near  this,  be  referred  to  the  Gom- 
mittee  on  Foreign  (Correspondence. 

2.  That  so  mnch  as  refers  to  the  granting  of  Dispensations  to  form 
new  Lodges,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations^ 
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3.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  Masonic  decisions,  and  the  decisions  of 
the  Grand  Master,  be  referred  to  the  Ck)mmitte9  on  Masonic  Jnrispm- 
dence. 

4.  That  so  mach  as  refers  to  the  propounding  of  certain  questions  to 
each  candidate  before  his  initiation,  be  referred  to  the  Ck)mmittee  on 
Work. 

5.  Yonr  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Master  in  regard  to  giving  jurisdiction  to  Lodges  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, to  make  Masons  of  citizens  residing  in  Alabama,  is  the  correct  con- 
stmction  and  theory  of  our  Constitution,  and  wo  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  depart  from  it 

All  of  which  is  rcspectfuUy  and  fraternally  submitted, 

WILSON  WILLIAMS, 
JOSEPH  BL  JOHNSON, 
ISAIAH  A.  WILSON, 

Committee. 

The  trustees  of  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.    (See  Appendix,  j 

On  motion  of  the  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  papers, 
memorials,  petitions,  &c,,  were  directed  to  be  handed  to 
the  several  committees  to  which  they  belonged  without 
being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  following  were  announced  as  the  regular 

ffUJLSJyJSQ  COMMITTEES. 

Oh  Chabizbed  Lodges. 

No.  1. 

Alexander  MoCoUister,  Isaac  Heyman, 

Balph  T.  Armstrong,  John  A.  PftdgetL 

Hiram  M.  Hayes, 

No.  2. 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley,  William  W.  McCollom, 

George  B  Boyd,  Solon  £.  Heard. 

Theodore  Tiedeman, 


'  ry     ^  ■■• 
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No.  3. 


MUton  W.  Hand, 
Charles  Drennen, 
Christopher  C.  Lee, 

William  J.  Samford, 
William  B.  Colqaett, 
Joel  M.  Smitherman, 

William  A.  0*Hara, 
Thomas  H.  Darge, 
Kossath  A.  Meyer, 

Martin  G.  Slaughter, 
James  B.  Hodge, 
Aaron  W.  Bean, 

Anthony  H.*  Sellers, 
William  S.  Simpson, 
William  M.  Adams, 

IsaaoC.  Hall, 
John  H.  Weed, 
David  D.  Kent, 

John  A.  Foster, 
John  J.  Steele, 
Jesse  L.  Woodall, 

Philip  Milhons, 
John  A.  Ellerbe, 
Biohard  H.  Hunt, 

On 

Eliaha  J.  Bobinson, 
Coleman  N.  Carpenter, 
Joshua  Draper, 


No.  4. 


Na  6. 


No.  6. 


No.  7. 


No.  8. 


No.  9. 


No.  10. 


Georges.  Ernest, 
Needham  Hnghes. 


Alexander  MoSwain, 
Thomas  J*  Brewer. 


Llonolyn  Spigener, 
Yoong  M.  Babb. 


Nelson  Kyle, 
William  B.  Joliam 


John  P.  Ward, 
Foster  B.  TerreU. 


James  M.  Oliver, 
George  Stowers* 


Kinion  J.  Thomas^ 
Charles*  Crawley. 


Jesse  L.  Adams, 
Thomas  Blake. 


DlBPXmULTIOllS. 

No.  1. 


John  W.  Leslie, 
Thomas  Phillips^ 
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No.  2. 

DoWitt  Clinton  White,  Alfred  McGee. 

Sowcll  C.  Woolfolk,  Nathan  Landers. 

Charles  H.  Sims, 

On  Financb. 

Oliver  S.  Beers,  James  A.  Read, 

Edward  N.  Kring,  Sam  Thompson. 


WiUiam  0.  Wheeler, 


On  Bt-Laws. 


James  B.  H^ad,  Benjamin  F.  Davis, 

William  G.  Little,  Benjamin  L.  Allen. 

John  W.  Hardy, 

On  PBOFOsmoNs  and  Gbikvancxs. 

Joseph  Winthrop  Moses,  Francis  P.  M.  Gilbert, 

Joseph  M.  Knmpe,  John  M.  Doyle. 

George  P.  Harrison  Jr., 

Doings  of  Grand  Offigxbs. 

Benjamin  F.  McGanghey,  John  T.  Hester, 

Alfred  H.  Lee,  Michael  Y.  Hayes. 

John  F.  Begister, 

On  Lkavb  of  Absence. 

William  S.  Foster,  John  B.  Lanford,       ' 

William  B.  Jackson  Jr.,  Benben  T.  Ewing. 

Wiley  W.  Bloodworth, 

Brother  William  B.  Wood,  from  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  death  of  Brother,  P.  G.  M.,  James  McCaleb 
Wiley,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in : 

DEATH  OF  PAST  GEAllD  MASTER  WHiEY. 

TotheAL  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Tonr  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions  appropriate  on  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  Master  James  McCaleb  Wiley,  beg  leave  to  report 
the  following: 
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Whkbxab,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  having  received  the  sad  intel- 
ligence of  the  death  of  Modt  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  Jamen 
McCaleb  Wiley,  who  departed  this  life,  at  his  roeidence,  in  Troy,  on 
Sunday,  December  2d,  1877;  and  icliertas,  our  deceased  Brother  having, 
for  nearly  a  half  century,  exemplified  by  his  upright  walk  and  blame- 
less character,  the  principles  of  truth,  love,  and  charity,  as  taught  in  the 
solemn  ceremonies  and  obligations  of  our  Order,  and  who,  by  an  enthu- 
siastic devotion  to  Masonry,  not  surpassed  by  any  of  his  cotemporaries, 
gave  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  profession,  and  his  unwavering  faith 
in  the  teachings  of  Masonry  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  among  men; 
and  ir&«rea9,  for  thirty-six  years,  without  intermission,  he  faithfully 
attended  the  annual  communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  during 
that  period,  filled  most  of  the  positions  of  official  dignity  with  credit  and 
honor,  and  by  his  experience  and  wise  counsels  contributing  largely  to- 
wards shaping  its  edicts  and  promoting  its  prosperity,  and  having  twice 
been  elected  Grand  Master,  receiving  and  wearing  with  becoming  dignity 
the  highest  honors  which  his  brethren  could  bestow,  full  of  years  and 
crowded  with  honors,  loved  and  venerated,  he  has  passed  away,  we  trust, 
to  a  seat  above  the  starry-decked  heavens,  where  all  true  Masons  hope  at 
last  to  arrive. 

To  commemorate  his  virtues  and  as  a  testimony  of  our  esteem  for  him, 
this  Grand  Lodge  now,  in  this  its  most  solemn  proceeding,  pays  its  last 
sad  tribute  of  respect  to  the  worthy  dead,  and  resolves: 

1st  That  Past  Grand  Master  James  McCaleb  Wiley  was,  in  all  the 
elements  which  constitute  **a  true  and  trusty  Mason,"  eminently  such;  by 
his  life  he  adorned  the  noble  and  holy  principles  of  our  order;  and  his 
death,  though  occurring  in  the  ripeness  of  age,  produces  feelings  of  pro- 
found grief  ill  the  hearts  of  his  brethren,  who  realize  the  severing  of 
those  tender  ties  of  brotherhood  which  had  bound  us  together  for  so 
many  long  years. 

2d.  His  memory  shall  be  perpetuated  upon  our  records  and  kept  alive 
in  our  hearts;  his  virtues  shall  be  cherished  by  his  brethren— his  faults 
covered  with  the  mantle  of  charity;  his  name  shall  go  down  to  future 
generations  as  a  light  in  our  masonic  temple,  and  occupy  a  prominent 
place  upon  the  roll  of  those  distinguished  worthies  who  have  heen  hon- 
ored by  their  brothers  with  the  highest  gifts  of  official  dignity  whilst  they 
lived,  and  with  a  sincere  and  heartfelt  tribute  of  respect  when  they  died. 

3d.  That  a  tablet  upon  the  records  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  appropria- 
ted to  his  memory,  whereon  shall  be  inscribed  his  name  and  age,  the  day 
of  his  death,  the  various  offices  which  he  has  filled  in  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  these  resolutions. 
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4th.    And  as  a  ftirther  mark  of  respect  and  grief,  that  the  seat  of  the 
Grand  liaster  be  draped  in  mooming  daring  the  remainder  of  the  session 
of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Bespeotftilly  submitted, 

W,  R  WOOD, 

Chairman. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  eyening  at  7  o'clock. 


^*.iW:-^' -. 
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IN  GKAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  4, 1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  7  o'clock,  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  DeWitt  C.  White,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
rei)ort  was  received  and  concurred  in.  : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

To  the  3£  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Tonr  Committee  on  DiBponsations  No.  2  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  minates  of 


Broomtown No.  420 

Cullman  Fraternal "    421 


ShorterviUe No.  422 

Clanton •»    423 


They  find  these  minutes  uniformly  well  and  neatly  kept  In  fact,  their 
records  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  older  and  more  experienced 
lodges. 

To  all  these  lodges  they  recommend  that  charters  be  granted,  except  to 

ShorterviUe  No.  422,  and  at  the  request  of  that  lodge  a  continuance  of  its 

Dispensation  is  recommended. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  C.  WHITE, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  from  the  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  and  the  report  was  disposed  of  as  noted  at 
the  bottom  of  each  case.  And  then  the  whole  rei>ort 
was  concurred  in. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  (he  Most  Worshijful  Orand  Lodge  of  Alahama : 

The  Committee,  on  SoKpexisioiis,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  respectfully 
snbmits  the  following  report : 

That  a  healthier  tone  pervades  the  (iBtemity  in  this  jarisdiction  is 
hopefully  inferred  from  the  small  nomber  of  appeals  which  have  been 
pat  in  your  committoe*s  hands.  Those  cases  have  received  consideration 
as  follows : 

Appbai*  fbom  Blue  Exb  Lodge  No.  332. 

1st.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  Blue  Eye  Lodge  Na  332  which 
expelled  W.  D.  McCdrgo  under  charges  and  specifications  presently  to  be 
stated.  This  case  came  up  on  the  heel  of  Grand  Communication  last 
year,  being  too  late  for  the  report  of  that  year,  hence  the  delay  until  the 
pxesoot  time. 

McCnrgo  appealed  from  the  Lodge's  decision  under  charges  as  follows  : 

Chaboe— **  Unmasonic  CkmducL" 

**ape(^ieation^sL—lnib&the  forced  brothers  A.  W.  Bell  and  J.  B. 
Sims  to  accept,  as  settlement  in  full  for  amounts  due  them  from  him, 
sums  amounting  to  not  more  than  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar,  whilst  he — 
McCargo — had  in  his  poflsesfdon  means  apply  sufficient  to  pay  them  in 
full,  thus  wronging  and  defmuding  them  of  their  just  dues,  in  violation 
of  his  duty  as  a  Mason. 

"  SpedJUxUion  2dL~In  that  he  induced  Brother  Bums  to  work  for  him 
on  a  credit  without  requiring  security,  by  falsely  representing  that  his 
property  was  unincumbered  and  subject  to  the  payment  of  his  debts." 

S^JUxUion  3d— In  that  the  said  W.  D.  McCargo  did,  on  the  21st  day 
of  March,  1876,  make  oath,  ialsely,  to  a  certain  affidavit,  which  affidavit 
was  in  rofeience  to  a  oeitain  judgment  rendered  in  the  circuit  court  of 


1877.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  AT.ABAifA.  25 

Talladega  Ck>.,  Ala.,  agamst  the  said  W.  D,  MoOargo,  and  in  &yor  of 
Bro.  Jesse  Hardin. 

A  patient  examination  of  the  transcript  of  proceedings  at  McOargo's 
trial,  leaves  yoor  committee  of  opinion  that  the  Lodge's  action  in  said 
case  vras  just.  Although  a  paper,  containing  interrogatories  and  answers 
ot  three  persons,  who  testify  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  is  referred  to  in 
the  certified  transcript,  and  is  in  some  particolara  in  conflict  with  other 
testimony.  Yet  that  docoment,  were  it  duly  authorized,  would  not  ma- 
terially change  our  opinion. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Blue  Eye  Lodge  No.  332,  expelling 
W.  D.  McGargo  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  be  sustained. 

Repoii  concurred  m. 

Appbaii  tbom  Shiloh  Lodge  No.  105. 

Appeal  of  8.  8.  Strickland  from  the  decision  of  Shiloh  Lodge  No.  105, 
which  dismissed  from  trial,  with  a  reprimand.  Brother  Jos.  R  Smyley, 
against  whom  Brother  S.  S.  Strickland  had  preferred  charges  for  un- 
masonic  conduct,  with  specifications  intended  to  show  that  Brother 
Smyley  had  acted  dishonestly  in  a  business  transaction  with  Brother 
Strickland,  and  that  Brother  Smyley  had  given  encouragement  to  theft 

The  Lodge  voted  Smyley  not  guilty,  under  the  specifications,  but,  on 
motion,  decided  that  he  should  suffer  a  penalty  of  a  reprimand  for 
**  drinking  too  much.'*  The  evidence  shows  that  Strickland  met  Smyley 
in  Lodge  habitually  for  four  or  hye  years,  after  the  alleged  fraudulent 
transaction — at  least  that  he  (Strickland)  desisted,  for  that  term  of  years, 
from  preferring  charges  against  Smyley — imtil,  upon  an  occasion, 
the  two  Brothers  had  a  disagreement  about  some  ''lands."  The  testi- 
mony of  several  brethren  exculpated  Brother  Smyly  under  the  charge  of 
dishonesty. 

The  accuser  in  this  case  preferred  charges,  and  took  an  appeal  as  a 
dtmittej  Mason. 

In  regard  to  this  matter,  your  committee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions,  viz  : 

Ist.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  take  no  action  on  the  appeal  of  S,  S, 
Strickland. 

2d«  That  there  be  adopted  an  edict  declaring  in  unmistakable  terms 
whether  or  not  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  any  Lodge  is 
poesessed  by  any  other  than  active  member  of  said  Lodge. 

it  will  be  remembered  that  three  years  ago,  the  Grand  Lodge  sustained 
this  committee  in  its  opinion  that  the   Master  of   Charles  Boskorville 


26  PROOEEDINGB  OF  THE  [1877. 

Lodge  No.  281  conld  Dot  take  an  apxienl  from  the  decision  of  another 
Lodge ;  thos  inihnaiing  that  in  Bole  13,  ART,  VII  of  the  conBtitation,  the 
words,  "any  brother  feeling  aggrieved,  Ac,*'  were  to  be  coustmed  as 
comprehending  none  outside  of  the  particular  Lodge,  from  whose  decision 
an  appeal  might  be  taken.  But  in  the  second  resolution  now  recom- 
mended for  adoption  yoor  committee  asks  the  Gand  Lodge  to  make  a 
declaration  of  the  meaning  of  ART.  Vn  B.  13,  so  plain  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  brethren  to  err  in  regard  to  it 

Jieport  ooncunrcl  in,  and  recommendation  referred  to  Committee  on 
Blosonic  Jurisprudence. 

Appeal  fbom  Good  Samauitan  Lodob  No.  lOL 

Appeal  of  Samuel  C.  Dailey  from  the  decision  of  Good  Samaritan  Lo<lgo 
No.  104,  which  indefinitely  suspended  ^aid  S.  G.  Dailey  under  the  iollow- 
ing  charges  and  specifications,  to-wit: 

CflABOB — Unmasonic  Conduct, 

Specification  l5f.— In  that  the  said  S.  C.  Dailey,  Secretary  of  said  Lodge 
from  1872  to  1876,  did  use  for  his  own  private  purposes  niuety-sevou 
dollars  belonging  to  said  Lodge. 

Specification  2d. — In  that  said  S.  C.  Dailey  did  refuse  to  refund  that 
money,  and  used  his  influence  to  prevent  his  securities  and  otliers  from 
paying  it 

Specification  3d. — In  that  said  S.  C.  Dailey  did,  in  reference  to  the  above 
matter,  use  defiant  and  contemptuous  language  toward  the  Lodge. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  case  is  made  out  against  Dailey, 
through  the  evidence  brought  to  bear.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  your 
committee  passes  upon  ofifonces  committed  by  a  brother  whose  years  are 
pHst  three  score  and  ten,  but  while  saddened  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  we  feel  compelled  to  recommend  that  the  decision  of 
Good  Samaritan  Lodge  No.  104,  in  the  case  of  S.  C.  Dailey,  be  sustained. 

Beport  concurred  in. 

The  representatives  of  Subordinate  Lodges  now  assembled  in  this  hall, 
are  fraternally,  but  earnestly  requested  to  pay  especial  attention  to  the 
following  statement  on  the  part  of  this  committee:  A  great  amount  of 
unnecessary  trouble  and  annoyance  is  entailed  upon  the  committee  on 
Appeals,  by  a  disregard,  in  many  Subordinate  Lodges,  of  edicts  and 
decisions  relating  to  Appeals.  It  would  seem  that  in  some  Lodges  there 
could  be  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  a  book  as  the  Masonic 
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Gods  of  At.abaka,  but  for  the  &ct  that  the  Gmnd  Secretary,  long  ago, 
supplied  every  Lodge  with  requisite  information  respecting  that  work. 
Wo  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  one  of  two  opinions  must  be  enter- 
tained in  this  regard,  viz :  either  that  some  of  the  brethren  consider  the 
Code  as  a  mere  ornament  not  to  be  handled,  of  whoso  contents  they 
have,  and  care  to  have,  no  personal  knowledge,  or,  that  in  one  particular, 
they  treat  that  in?alaable  guide  with  sovereign  contempt 

Appeals  should  be  accompanied  by  transcripts  in  the  Secretary's  hand, 
neatly  made  out,  and  the  whole  fastened  together  in  proper  order. 

We  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  give  more  forcible  expression  to 
Edict  21,  F£tge  73  of  the  Code,  by  making  it  mandatory,  instead  of  de- 
claring that  its  terms  * 'should"  be  complied  with,  and  farther  that  it  be 
specifial  as  the  duty  of  Masters  of  Lodges  to  see  to  it  that  all  the  require- 
ments of  .said  edict  are  observed. 

WILLLIlM  Y.  TITCOMB, 

Chairman. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGBEE. 

Brother  James  M.  Brondige,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  M.  M.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in 

Brother  George  P.  Harrison  Jr.,  from  a  special  com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  ordered  to  be  filed,  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged. 

OFELIEA  LODGE  NO.  195. 

To  the  AC  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Toor  Committee  in  whose  charge  was  placed  certain  property  belong- 
ing to  Opelika  Lodge  No.  195,  prior  to  the  fon'eiture  of  its  charter,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  upon  satisfactory  evidence  furnished  them,  that  the 
xeeolution  adopted  by  your  body  at  its  last  session  (see  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  1876,  p.  52,)  had  been  complied  with  by  the 
payment  "of  the  debts  existing  against  said  Lodge  at  the  time  its  char- 
ter was  forfeited*' — that  they  gave  an  order  to  Opelika  Lodge  No.  395,  in 
whose  custody  said  property  had  been  left  for  safe  keeping,  to  deliver  the 
same  to  Opelika  Lodge  No.  195. 
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There  being  no  farther  duties  devolying  upon  them,  your  oommittee 
respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

GEO.  P.  HAKRISON  Jb,, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Joseph  Win  Moses,  from  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grieyances,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

B£POBT  ON  PBOPOSITIONS  AND  GBI£yANCE& 

Toihe  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  AMxima : 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  GrisYances  bog  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

Benson  Lodge  No.  103. 

,  Your  committee  find  from  the  facts  set  forth  in  this  petition,  and  the 
evidence  of  Brother  Williams,  W.  M.  of  Benson  Lodge  No.  103,  that  the 
removal  of  the  Lodge  from  Maplesville  to  Maplesville  Depot  will  not  only 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  Benson  Lodge  No.  103,  but  to  the  advancement  of 
the  fraternity  generally.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  grant  the  petition  of  Benson  Lodge  No.  103. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  « 

JOS.  WIN.  MOSES. 

Chairman. 

Brother  John  A.  Foster,  from  Committee  on  Chartered 
Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Tour  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  follow- 
ing 
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cobkiot: 


Town  Creek No.  361 

Chester "  363 

Pleasant  Site *<  364 

Ghiindler "  367 

CrossPlainB *«  368 

Athelstan. ••  369 

BeU*8  Landing. **  378 

liodor. "  374 

Santa  Creek **  376 


Lake  City— 2  yean ' 

Ben  Pope— 2  years * 

Birmingham  Fraternal....  * 

Trini^. « 

Blao  spring * 

Newborgh * 

Vernon — 2  years * 

Weathers. . .  ' 


377 
383 
384 
386 
387 
388 
389 
390 


nfcoBBEcr: 

CoTAOO  No.  366. — Initials  osod,  members  not  numbered,  number  of 
znembem  not  set  down  under  the  head  of  "Dues,"  table  of  ''Fees"  not 
filled  out,  nor  the  year  A.  L.;  under  the  head  of  *'  Degrees  Conferred  "  no 
attention  paid  to  instructions,  returns  one  "  rejected,"  but  no  name  given* 

GAnasyiLLB,  Na  376. — The  Secretary  has  added  a  column  for  Dues  at 
the  end  of  each  name,  which  the  printed  form  does  not  require. 

£.  H.  Cook  No.  381.— Initials  used. 

MuiTFOBD  No.  385.— Betums  correct  except  that  the  word  none  is  omit- 
ted under  the  head  of  <*  Degrees  Conferred." 

Your  Committee  have  found  some  of  the  returns  which  are  reported  as 
oorreot  to  be  wanting  in  neatness,  and  with  erasures  and  interlineations. 
Your  Committee  also  find  that  in  several  of  the  returns  where  the  direc- 
tions require  the  numbers  to  be  in  figures,  they  are  in  letters;  and  we 
xeoommend  the  Secretaries  to  conform  strictly  to  the  directions  in  the 
printed  blank  returns. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  A  FOSTER, 

Chairman. 


Brother  William  A.  0*Hara,  from  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  reoeiyed  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  OHABTEBED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

Jblhe  I£  W.  Orand  Lodge  qf  Alabama: 
Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  Na  6,  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
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lowing  report     They  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  submitted  to 
them,  and  find  the  following 


cobbect: 


Aberfoil No.  181 


Mount  Eagle. 
Clintonville . . 
Tombigbee . . , 
Brush  Greek., 
High  Log.... 
Opelika 


185 
188 
190 
191 
193 
196 


Caledonia No.  198 


Sylacauga. 
Valley  .... 
Alexandria , 
Marshall. . . 
Ebenczer... 


200 
203 
308 
209 
210 


ikcorbxct: 

Davie  No.  176^ — ^The  name  of  the  Secretary  attesting  the  return  for 

1876  not  given,  his  name  is  not  among  the  members,  and  no  dues  paid 
for  him;  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents,  seal  illegible^    The  Returns  of 

1877  show  an  improvement  on  the  preceding  year,  but  seal  still  illegible. 

Mount  Hnj.TABP  No.  180. — ^Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place» 
seal  crunk-sided. 

Gatauul  No.  186. — Correct  in  form  and  neatly  made  out,  but  the  Sec- 
retary has  crowded  two  years  proceedings  into  one  blank,  and  in  doing 
80  has  placed  the  names  of  dead  members  on  the  list  of  living  ones,  in 
order  to  report  their  dues  for  the  year  1876  ;  he  has  also  placed  $1.00 
opposite  the  name  of  each  of  its  members  as  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
instead  of  50  cents.  Your  committee  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Secre- 
tary be  furnished  with  blanks  to  make  proper  returns  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Chattahoochee  No.  192. — Table  of  Fees  improperly  filled  out,  recap- 
itulation not  filled  out,  no  date  to  the  attestation. 

TTfT.Tanine  No.  197. — The  Secretary  has  improperly  added  to  the  blank 
a  column  for  amount  of  dues,  and  has  not  filled  up  the  table  for  dues  and 
fees,  no  date  to  one  reinstatement  and  one  dimittal,  initials  used  to  sev- 
eral names,  name  of  lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

EiLioEB  No.  199.— Name  of  the  lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  seal 
illegible. 

Helicon  No.  201.— Returns  for  two  years,  and  in  those  for  1877  the 
Secretary  has  improperly  added  a  column  for  dues,  which  has  been  left 
off  of  all  the  new  forms  because  unnecessary,  in  neither  year  is  the  Re- 
capitulation filled  out 

Maknino  Speimo  Na  204.  ^Members  improperly  numbered* 
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Moscow  No.  206,— In  the  retams  for  1876  the  Secretary  having  discov- 
ered that  he  had  omitted  one  name,  makes  a  note  of  it  instead  of  adding 
it  to  tlie  list.  In  the  table  of  Fees  he  puts  down  the  price  of  Initiatiou 
at  $10,  when  the  constitution  requires  that  it  shall  not  be  less  than  $15. 
Lodge  Dues  are  set  down  at  $48,  when  they  are  only  |2. 

Pbxtubvillb  No.  207.— No  seaL 

YoBK,  No.  211.— A  very  good  rotnm  except  that  in  sevexal  names  ini- 
tials are  used,  contrary  to  instructions. 

PoTNAM  Na  212.— Table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not  filled  out 

EcciiiD  No.  213.— Betnms  badly  made  up,  two  years  being  crowded 
into  one.  Returns  ought  to  have  been  made  out  in  full  for  1877,  and  the 
dues  for  1876  added  on  the  outside.  Instead  of  which  the  dues  are 
connted  up  in  the  table  of  dues  at  $1,  instead  of  60  cents.  No  Junior 
Deacon  pro  tern,  put  down  according  to  instructions,  that  officer  having 
dimitted.  Also,  the  S.  W.  has  been  allowed  to  dimit  contrary  to  law, 
members  erroneously  numbered. 

BuiLDEBs  No.  315. — Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out,  nor  the  year  A.  L., 
seal  ill^ble. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

WILLIAM  A.  O'HARA. 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted : 

DUES  OF  TUSEEGEE  NO.  57  BBKTrTED. 

Hesolved,,  That  Tuskegee  Lodge  No.  67  having  had  its  hall,  furniture, 
jewels,  Ac.,  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  3d  instant,  and  having  lost  every 
thixig  except  its  bible  and  charter,  therefore  its  dues  for  the  present  year 
are  hereby  remitted. 

FOREIGN  GORRESFONDENCE. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence have  time  to  finish  up  his  report  until  the 
Qrand  Secretary  is  ready  for  the  printer. 
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And  then  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Bev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10^  o'docL 
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IN  GKAKD  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Mobning,  December  5, 1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  10^  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Palmer  J.  Pil- 
lans,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  several 
stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R^  W.  and  Rex.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Milton  W.  Hand,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  rei>ort  was  received  and  concnrred  in: 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3« 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  They  have  careftdlj  examined  the  returns  submitted  to 
them,  and  find  the  foUowing 

oobbbot: 


Looahatohee No.   97 


Fulton 

Salem 

Hartwell 

Benson 

Good  Samaritan. 

Shiloh 

Hermon 

Choctaw 

3 


98 
99 
101 
103 
lOi 
105 
106 
107 


Oak  Bowery Na  108 


Perryville •* 

Notasolga '* 

Havana ** 

Herndon " 


Geneva " 

YorkviUe " 

Wiley 


«( 


117 
119 
123 
125 


Mortimer  Reeder **    126 


129 
131 
134 
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IKOOBBECT. 

TcTCKABATCHEE  No.  96.— Report  showR  none  rejected,  recapitnlation 
shows  one,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  ont,  Lod;;e  DncR  per  annum  arc  pat  down 
in  one  i)Licc  at  $1,  and  under  the  head  of  fees  at  $17,  affiliation  fee  is  pat 
down  in  one  place  at  $2,  and  under  the  head  of  fees  $4,  seal  illegible. 

FoEEST  Hill  No.  110.— No  date  to  one  reinstatement 

Midway  No.  114. — Only  9  members  reported  and  dues  paid  for  11, 
Afliliation  fee  is  put  down  ruyne  under  the  head  of  fees  when  it  is  in  fact 
$2,  same  error  committed  as  to  Gnind  Lodge  dues. 

Ga3CpHill  No.  120.— Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out,  Lodge  dues  put 
down  in  one  place  at  50  cents  and  in  another  at  $1. 

CoFFEEYiLLE  No.  122. — Seal  illegible. 

LoACHAPOKA  Na  133. — Beturn  defac-ed  by  .erasures,  seal  illegible. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

M.  W.  HAND, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Alexander  McCoUister,  from  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPOBT  ON  CHABTERED  LOBOES  NO.  1. 

jfb  Vie  M,  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1  respectfully  submit  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  referred  to  them,  and  find  the  following 


OOBBECT  : 


Macon No.  7 

Farrar "  8 

Koyal  White  Hart •*  10 

Montgomery *•  11 

Marion "  12 

Florence *•  14 

Athens "  16 

Saint  Albans "  22 

Dale "  25 


Marengo 

W^etumpka 

Mobile 

Livingston 

Hiram " 

Gaston " 

Harmony 

Warren * 


(( 


<i 


ti 


(1 
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At.ahawa  Na  3.— Name,  number,  and  year  not  filled  out  in  the  caption; 
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amoant  of  dues  added  to  each  name  which  is  not  provided  for  or  intended 
by  the  form  ;  seal  clnmsxly  pat  on  and  illegible. 

BisiNo  ViBTUB  No.  4.— Number  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  claims  one 
M.  G.  bat  does  not  designate  him,  returns  show  two  initiated,  recapitula- 
tion shows  but  one,  no  date  to  attestation. 

MouLTON  No.  6. — Sixty-one  members  footed  up  $31  50,  over  paid  one 
dollar;  table  of  Fees  includes  the  whole  amount  received  during  the  year, 
instead  of  the  amount  charged  each  candidate  for  initiation,  passing,  and 
raising;  also  the  whole  amount  of  lo^ge  dues  received  during  the  year, 
evidently  a  misconception  of  requirements,  it  should  be  simply  the 
amount  charged  to  each  member.  Due  the  Grand  Lodge  last  year  $3, 
still  due  $2. 

GUiBAD  Na  9.— Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out  with  the  amount  charged 
for  each  initiation,  passing,  and  raising,  no  seal. 

Gkobob  Washhiotom  No.  2i. — Caption  not  filled  out  with  either  name, 
number,  or  year. 

L^ATETTx  No.  26.— Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out  with  the  amount 
charged  for  each  initiation,  and  passing. 

RiBQCO  Son  No.  29. — Initials  used,  in  the  table  of  Dues  the  number  of 
members  not  set  down,  the  word  wm/6  left  out  in  several  places  where  it 
should  be  put  in. 

AxTTAUOA  Na  31. — No  date  to  attestation. 

Washimotom  No.  36. — ^No  name  or  number  on  the  back,  reoapitulation 
not  filled  out 

GouBTLAND  Na  37. — Initials  used,  return  carelessly  filled  out,  seal 
illegible,  number  of  members  not  set  down  in  the  table  of  Dues. 

Lkiohton  No.  43, — Date  of  one  afftliation  not  given. 

Demopous  No.  49. — Amount  of  Dues  added  to  each  name,  which  is  not 
required  by  the/orm;  abbreviations  used,  the  name  of  one  F.  0.  under 
the  head  of  £.  A. 

Union  No.  50.— Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  in  the  table  of  Feed 
$45  is  put  down  for  initiation,  $15  for  passing,  $30  for  raising,  and 
$144  55  for  lodge  dues,  evidently  a  misconception. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

ALEXANDEB  MoCOLLISTEB, 

Chairman. 

Broiher  Martin  G.  Slaxighter,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

Toihe  M,  TT.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6  have  carefoUy  examined 
the  snbordinate  Lodge  Betoms  submitted  to  them,  and  have  instmoted 
me  to  report  the  following 

cobbbut: 


Tensaw , No.  221 

Western  Star "  222 

Sandy  Ridge "  223 

Louisville "  2?5 

Santa  Fe,  2  years *•  226 

James  Penn,  1876 "  227 

Sepulga "  233 

Isney •«  234 

Harpenvillo «*  236 


Tallassee No.  237 

Fairmount,  2  years ••  238 

Bowen **  241 

Coosa "  242 

Ramer "  243 

Harrison "  246 

Toluca "  249 

Amand **  260 

Quitman •*  254 


nVOOBBSCT. 

Sam  Dexom  No.  218. — Master's  name  in  the  wrong  place,  no  seaL 

NswTOM  No.  224.— Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out,  no  date  to  ailll- 
iatiom,  no  date  to  passing  and  raising  2  MMH. 

Jajcks  Penn  No.  227. — For  1877  in  the  recapitulation  Secretary  reports 
— ^members  in  good  standing  none,  although  he  gives  thu  names  of  25. 

DaiJiAS  No.  228. — Name  of  Lodge  not  on  the  back,  in  the  table  of  Fees 
for  initiation,  passing,  and  raising  he  reports  none,  and  $12  dues  per 
annum  for  each  member. 

Dawbon  No.  244. — Secretary  has  added  a  column  for  dues  from  each 
member,  although  that  column  has  been  left  off  in  the  printed  blanks 
and  its  place  supplied  by  a  table  of  dues. 

Lawbxnge  No.  248. — Same  error  as  in  the  preceding. 

Camp  Cbbek  No.  251.— In  the  table  of  dues  Secretary  reports  22  mem- 
bers at  50  cents,  whereas  it  should  be  21 ;  returns  badly  disfigured  with 
erasures  and  splotches  of  ink. 

North  Pobt  Ka  252.— Same  error  as  in  No.  244. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

MARTIN  G.  SLAUGHTER, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  William  J.  Samford,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTEBED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.  >r.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
hftTing  examined  all  the  returns  submitted  to  them,  the  following  are 
found  to  be 


cobbxct: 


Unity No.  136 


Bradford. 

Bethel 

Daleville , 

Cold  Water. 

Mount  Jefferson . . . . 

Monroeville 

Eastaboga,  for  1876, 
Somerville,  for  1877. 


138 
Ul 
lU 
148 
152 
153 
155 
157 


MaysviUe No.  158 

•Fayetteville  Authentic **  163 

Sumter **  166 

Buena  Vista "  169 

Clopton "  171 

Fellowship "  172 

Andrew  Jackson **  173 

Ezel **  175 


incobbect: 

CKEiiioM  Na  139. — Name  and  number  not  upon  the  back;  no  seal,  lost 
in  the  fire. 

Shklbt  No.  140.— Name  and  number  not  upon  the  back. 

Baldwin  No.  142. — Names  abbreviated,  date  of  one  death  in  the  wrong 
place,  table  of  Dues  wrongly  made  up. 

BUBLESOK  No.  143. — No  name  or  number  on  the  back  or  in  the  caption, 
and  year  in  the  latter  not  filled  out,  seal  illegible,  several  erasures  and 
interlineations. 

Fbatebnitt  No.  145. — Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out,  and  lodge  dues  put 
down  at  $23  instead  of  one,  seal  horizontally  impressed,  no  date  to  two 
deaths. 

BoDOKBSvuut  No.  147. — Report  erroneously  brought  up  to  December 
1st;  3  members  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  on  1st  of  December, 
1877,  and  yet  reported  in  the  general  list  as  in  good  standing;  one  mem- 
ber reported  raised  on  the  1st  of  December,  1877,  also  one  E.  A.,  thus 
complicating  and  confusing  the  return. 
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BL4DON  Spbdcgs  No.  151.— Fof  1876  and  1877,  in  neither  is  the  table  of 
Fees  filled  oat,  no  date  to  one  rejection  and  one  death,  and  in  one  retom 
no  post-office  is  set  down. 

Eastabooa  No.  155.— For  1877,  correct  on  its  face,  bat  one  member 
(Andrew  J.  Rickey)  retomed  in  1876  as  in  good  standing,  is  left  off  and 
notaccoonted  for. 

SoiCEBTiiiiJB  No.  157. — For  1876,  names  not  all  nambered,  names  not 
opposite  to  nambers,  retams  16  members,  and  pays  daes  only  on  15,  no 
one  marked  M.  G.,  seal  partly  illegible,  no  date  to  attestation,  Becapita- 
lation  not  filled  ap  except — Dimitted  one,  vohdU  numJber  cf  members  one. 

Mount  Hops  No.  168. — Abbreviations  ased,  seal  partly  illegible,  does 
not  pay  daes  on  3  ministers,  bat  the  three  are  not  designated. 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfaUy  sabmitted. 

W.  J.  8AMF0RD, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Anthony  H.  Sellers,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTEBED  LODGES  NO.  7. 


/^ 


TbiheM.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefoUy  examined  the  retams  sabmitted  to  them,  and  find  the 
following 


oobbbct: 


Bandolph No. 

Magnolia 

BeUviUe 

Talladega. 

Highland. 

Moant  Pleasant 

Wind  Creek 

Batler  Springs 

Clifton 

Paint  Book— 2  years 

Fhtnkfort 


258 
259 
260 
261 
262 
266 
267 
270 
272 
274 
275 


Ballock No.  276 

Northern "  278 

Charles  Baskerville *<  281 

Georgiana "  285 

Walker *•  286 

Clinton "  287 

Norris •«  300 

Zion "  304 

Central  City •*  305 

Jonesboro' "  316 


ihoobbxct: 
QkYVKwnJM  No.  256,— Initials  and  abbreviaiioiui  used. 
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Ebyik  No.  257.— Dues  from  each  member  added  by  the  Secretary  which 
the  blank  return  do«6  not  require. 

Mebxdian  No.  265.  —Table  of  Daes  and  Fees  made  out  wrong. 
8pbimovilx£  Na  280. — ^Two  names  in  one  line. 

Fort  Deposit  Na  291. — Table  of  Fees  made  oat  wrong. 

BespectfoUy  submitted. 

A.  H.  SELLERS, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  M.  Oliver,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  GHABTEBED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M,  W.  Orand  Lodfje  of  Alabama: 

Your  Gommitte  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  having  carefully  examined 
the  returns  submitted  to  them,  respectfully  make  the  following  report 
They  find  the  following 

cobbect: 

Warrenton No.  320    Hurtville No.  346 


Holly  Grove **  323 

Viohi "  324 

Charity "  331 

Oliver *•  334 

Nanafalia. "  335 

Albert  Pike **  339 

Clear  Creek "  340 

Bagan "  341 

PikeviUe. "  344 


Ozark ♦*  349 

Wilson  WiUiams '*  351 

Rock  Mills "  353 

Heaton "  354 

Van  Bnren •*  355 

Rutledge *•  357 

Barbour "  358 

Newtonville— 2  years *•  300 


DTGOBREcrr: 

CLTrrnmUiB  Na  319. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Madison  Station  No.  329.— Caption  of  the  return  not  filled  up  with 
name,  or  number,  or  year;  no  seal. 

FoBKLAND  No.  330.— Initials  used,  year  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  no  seal, 
Becapitulation  shows  one  affiliated  which  is  not  under  the  proper  head  in 
the  returns. 

Blue  Ete  No.  332. — No  date  to  reinstatements,  nor  to  affiliation,  nor  to 
initiation,  passing,  or  raising. 
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Johnson  No.  337.— One  member  marked  .^nispended  nnder  the  head  of 
Suspensions  N,  P.  D.,  and  reinstated  before  retams  Bent  up,  bnt  his 
name  not  nnder  the  head  of  Reinstatements,  nor  in  the  list  of  members, 
and  no  dues  paid  on  him;  table  of  Fees  improperly  made  up. 

SuicMiT  No.  34a— No  seal. 

Echo  No.  345.— Secretary  has  erroneously  added  a  colamn  for  Daes 
opposite  each  member's  name,  which  the  blank  retam  does  not  require. 

BunviUiB  No.  348. — Amount  of  Dues  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

The  Committee  does  not  assume  to  pass  upon  every  gnestion  that  may 
be  presented  in  the  returns,  but  believing  that  they  shouM  show  all  the 
facts  in  each  particular  case,  and  as  indicated  by  the  Blanks,  and  sug- 
gcstions  therein  contained,  and  as  a  matter  of  uniformity  in  our  jurisdic- 
tion, and  great  convenience  to  the  Gmnd  Oflicers  and  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  taking  the  blanks  so  furnished,  with  the  construction  your  committee 
places  upon  the  rules  and  principles  applicable  thereto,  they  have  felt 
bound  to  report  certain  returns  incorrect 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  OUVEE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  B.  Head,  from  the  Committee  on  By- 
Laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in : 

REPOBT  ON  BY-IAWS  : 

Tofht  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws,  appointed  at  the  present  Grand  Com- 
munication, beg  leave  to  report^  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the 
By-Laws  of  the  several  Subordinate  Lodges  submitted  to  them  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  and  they  find  the  same,  named  as  follows,  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  principles  of  the  Fraternity  and  usages  of  masons,  and 
the  Constitution  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  towit: 

Pfister No.    90  I  Cullman  Fraternal *«  421 

Oak  Level No.  415  |  ShorterviUe "  422 

Hilton ••   419  I  Clanton "  423 

Bioomtown "   420 


The  Committee,  however,  make  the  following  recommendations,  viz . — 
To  Pfibtkb  Na  90.— That  the  words  **  unless  it  be  considered  a  case  of 
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emergency**  in  Sic.  4,  Abt.  IY,  be  stricken  out.  That  the  words  "if 
proper  to  be  written"  in  Sec.  5,  Aht.  IV,  be  stricken  out  That  the 
words  "R^nlar  Communication"  be  substituted  for  the  words  stcUffi 
meeting  whenever  the  latter  appear  in  the  By-Laws. 

To  Oax  LjcvxlNo.  415.— That  Sxc.  1,  Abt.  IY,  be  amended  so  as  to 
insert  between  the  words  "communication  "  and  "and"  the  following 
"  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  Master  Masons,  members  of  the 
Lodge."  That  the  words  "if  necessary"  in  Skc.  4,  of  Abt.  VI,  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  words,  "ifconyened  for  that  purpose"  be  sub- 
atitnted  therefor.  That  the  word  "  handed"  be  substituted  for  the  word 
"handing"  in  Sec.  1,  of  Abt.  VUL  That  the  order  of  business  as  laid 
down  in  the  Masonic  Code,  page  99,  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  By-Laws 
of  the  Lodge. 

To  Hilton  No.  419.— That  the  words  "regular  communication"  be 
sabstituted  for  the  words  "stated  meeting"  wherever  the  latter  occur. 

To  Shobtsb^tlle  No.  422.  —That  the  order  of  business  as  laid  down  in 
the  Masonic  Code,  page  99,  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Lodge. 

To  Culkton  No.  423.— That  the  word  "  affiliation  "  be  substituted  for 
the  word  "application ''  where  it  occurs  in  Sec.  1  of  Abt.  IIL  That  the 
word  "  Grand  "  where  it  first  occurs  in  Ssa  6  of  Abt.  VI,  be  stricken  out. 
That  1^ word  "dimit"  be  substituted  for  the  word  "withdraw"  in 
Sec.  1  of  Abt.  VH 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  B.  HEAD, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Philip  Milhoos,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.  W.   Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Ton  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the 
following 
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oobbxct: 


North  Border No.  391 

Opelika "  395 

Hftw  Ridge "  399 

Green  Hill "  402 

Childersbnrg "  403 

Hoboken. *«  404 

BlouDt  Springs— 2  years. . .  **  405 

North  River "  407 

Hillsboro' "  408 


Helena No.  410 

Jemison *'  411 

AmberHon *'  412 

Oak  Level **  415 

Williamsbuig •*  416 

George  Smith *«  417 

Cullman  Fraternal '*  421 

Shorterville "  422 


dtoobbect: 

HiCKOBT  Flat  No.  392. — ^Recapitulation  lettered  out  instead  of  being  in 
figures,  initials  and  abreviations  used,  one  member  reported  reinstated 
December  16,  1877;  same  member  reported  under  head  of  Officers  and 
Members,  as  Junior  Warden;  2  suspended  N.  P.  D.,  and  1  reported 
raised  and  2  passed  after  the  end  of  the  masonic  year,  which  is  Novem- 
ber 14. 

Vaixet  Hbad  No.  394. — One  reported  dimitted,  but  the  name  not  given. 

FAiiKviLLE  No.  396. — First  name  of  one  member  omitted. 

Habtsklle  No.  398. — ^No  seal,  lodge  has  nona 

Hanceville  No.  400. — Reports  24  members,  2  of  whom  are  claimed  to 
be  M.  G's,  but  are  not  so  designated,  pays  dues  on  19,  therefore  cKk  the 
Grand  Lodge  $1.50,  table  of  fees  improperly  made  up. 

DoBic  No.  406. — No  date  to  1  death,  seal  inverted  and  illegible. 

PoNDTowN  No.  409.— No  seal,  lodge  has  none. 

Hilton  No.  419. — Blanks  not  filled  except  under  the  head  of  Degree 
Conferred,  table  of  dues  and  fees  not  filled  up. 

Clakton  No.  423. — Name,  and  number,  and  year  not  inserted  in  the 
caption,  Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place,  initials  used,  F.  C*8 
name  put  under  the  head  of  R  A*s  after  they  have  been  passed,  generally 
incomplete. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

PHILIP  MTTiHOUS, 

For  the  Committee. 


SPECUL  OBDER. 


The  report   from  the   Gommiitee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
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re8]x>ndence  as  to  the  question  of  recognizing  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Brazil,  was  made  the  special  order  for  this 
evening  at  8  o'clock. 

Brother  Stephen  H.  Beasley,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

BEPOBT  ON  GHABTEBED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

Tbihe  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2  beg  leave  to  snbmit  their 
report  They  have  eziunined  the  retams  placed  in  their  hands,  and  find 
the  foUowing 

cobbect: 


New  Market No.  62 


Greening , 

Amity 

Mount  Moriah . . , 

Troy  

Tnskegee 

Benton 

Tompkiasville . . . 

Saint  John's 

Enreka 

liberty 

Hampden  Sidney 


(( 
(< 
ti 
<( 
(( 
(« 
It 
i( 
«t 


53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
59 
61 
62 
64 
65 
67 


Holsey No.  68 


Howard * 

Central " 

Tohopeka " 

Widow'sSon " 

Solomon •* 

Crozier " 

Wilcox " 

Saint  Stephens ** 

Meridian  Sun ** 

Prattville «« 

Henry 


<( 


69 
70 
71 
72 
74 
78 
80 
81 
88 
89 
91 


mcoBBEcr: 


SocuL  No.  63. — Neither  name,  number,  nor  year,  inserted  in  the 
caption. 

AuBUBN  No.  76. — Tnitials  and  abbreviations  used,  no  date  to  attestation. 

Fbedonia  No.  79. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  bt\ck. 

pgT.T.gwowTir.  No.  82. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  initials  and  ab- 
breviations used,  members  improperly  numbered,  no  date  to  suspensions 
N,  P.  D. 

Fbzendship  No.  83.— Initials  and  abbreviations  used.  The  ink  with 
which  this  return  is  made  out  is  so  pale  as  to  be  scarcely  legible. 

Ebophotic  No.  84. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used.  Master's  name 
signed  in  the  wrong  place,  return  much  blotted  and  carelessly  made  out, 
and  attested  on  Sunday,  the  2d  of  December. 

Ppisteb  No.  90. — Becapitulation  erroneous  —2  affiliations  are  reported 
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ontside,  3  infiide;  none  are  reported  dimitted  on  the  outside,  while  the 
inside  shows  1 ;  seal  nearly  illegible  and  npside  down. 

Sawyer  No.  93.— Initials  nsed,  seal  scarcely  legible,  and  crank-sided. 

Danville  No.  95. — In  the  list  of  reiustatoments  are  the  names  of  Wes- 
ley R  Lindsay,  Robert  G.  Puckett  and  Samuel  G.  Lovelady;  but  these 
names  do  not  appear  in  the  list  of  members,  unless  William  K  Liudsey 
and  Eobert  K  Puckett  are  intended  for  two  of  them,  whilst  the  name  of 
Samuel  G.  Lovelady  does  not  appear  at  all ;  in  one  case  the  dues  are 
short  $1  50,  and  in  the  other  50  cents;  nine  members  are  claimed  as  min- 
isters, but  they  are  not  designated  in  the  Ust. 

STEPHEN  H.  BEASLEY, 

Ghairman. 

SPECIAL   ORDEB. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  made 
the  special  order  for  this  evening  immediately  after  read- 
ing  the  minntes. 

SPECIAL  ORDEB. 

The  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special 
order  for  this  eyening  immediately  after  the  Eeport  on 
Finance. 

Brother  Elisha  J.  Bobinson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.   1. 

To  the  M.  ir.  Grand  Lodge  <f  Alabama  : 

Your  Gommittee  on  Dispensations  No.  1  beg  to  report  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  minutes  of  the  following  Lodges  working  under 
Dispensation,  to-icU: 

Sulphur  Springs  Lodge  No.  414. 
Oak  Level  •*        ••    415. 

Hilton  '•        "    419. 

The  minutes  of  No.  414  are  imperfectly  kept,  badly  written,  and 
blotched;  the  word  degree  is  frequently  written  instead  of  Lodge;  also 
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the  abbreviAtions  K  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  instead  of  Entered  Apprentice, 
Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason. 

The  minntee  of  No.  415  are  neatly  and  properly  kept,  and  in  all  essen- 
tial matteis  correct,  except  that  they  are  occasionally  written  in  pencil, 
which  should  never  be  done. 

The  minates  of  No.  419  are  neatly  and  correctly  kept 

To  the  former  two  your  committee  recommend  that  charters  bo  granted, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  latter  that  its  dispensation  be  continued. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ELISHA  J.  B0BIN80N, 

Chairman. 


And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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Wednesday  Evening,  December  5, 1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
bor at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Palmer  J. 
Pillans,  presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  sev- 
eral stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Bpev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, made  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in.     (For  Report  see  Appendix.) 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand 
Officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year.  Brothers  James 
A.  Bilbro,  Alexander  McCollister,  and  John  A.  Padgett, 
acting  as  tellers,  and  the  election  resulted  as  follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICEBS. 

Henbt  Clat Asustbonq.  . . Taskegee Graod  Master. 

HsNBT  G.  ToMPKiNB Unioxi  Springs Deputy  Grand  Master. 

BuFus  W.  Cobb Helena Senior  Grand  Warden . 

John  H.  BankhBad Moscow Janior  Grand  Warden . 

WiLUAM  H.  DiMOLXT Montgomery Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Satbb Montgomery Grand  Secretary. 

Jambs  DAYmeoN Montgomery Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Ghrand  Master  ded  announced  the  fol- 
lowing 
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APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFIOERS. 

Kev.  William  C.  Bledsoe.  .LaFayette. Grand  Chaplain. 

Joseph  M.  Enmpe Leighton Grand  MarshaL 

Joseph  A.  Adorns Newton Senior   Grand  Deacon. 

John  W.  Jones Jefferson Junior  Grand   Deacon. 

Adam  R  Baker Montgomery Grand  Steward. 

John  W.  Martin Montgomery . .  .Grand  Steward. 

Brother  William  T.  Walthall,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  the  following  report  on 
the  question  of  recognizing  the  Grand  Orient  of  Brazil, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  BRAZIL. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  R»  W.  Grand  Wardens,  and  Brothers,  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Tour  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  who  have  had  under  con- 
sideiation  for  two  years  certain  questions  referred  to  them  concerning  the 
relations  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  Masonic  organizations  existing  in  the 
Empire  of  Brazil,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  obtained  but  little  in- 
formation on  the  subject  beyond  that  which  they  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit in  their  general  report  for  1874.  {See  proceedings  for  1874,  Appendix, 
pp.  147-151.) 

As  set  forth  in  that  report,  there  are  two  Grand  Bodies  in  Brazil,  each 
claiming,  as  of  right,  supreme  and  exclusive  jurisdictions  over  Freema- 
sonry throughout  that  Empire.  Of  these  two  bodies,  one,  which  styles 
itself  "The  United  Grand  Orient  and  Supreme  Council  of  Brazil,''  repre- 
sents the  lodges  generally  known  as  "Benedictinos;"  the  other,  **The 
Grand  Orient  of  Brazil,"  issues  its  official  uttemnces  from  the  **  Valley  of 
Lavradio,"  and  its  adherents,  accordingly,  seem  to  be  popularly  known  as 
Lavradios.  The  Grand  Masters  of  both — Senhor  Saldanha  Marinho,  of 
the  former,  and  the  Viscount  of  Kio  Branco,  of  the  latter — are  both  gen- 
tlemen of  high  character,  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  of  good  report  as 
Masons,  and  spoken  of  with  courtesy  and  respect  even  by  their  opponents 
in  the  unfortunate  controversy  that  prevails  between  the  two  organi- 
ssations. 

Of  the  merits  of  that  controversy,  your  committee  conftss  that  they  are 
utterly  tmable,  with  the  vezy  scanty  lights  before  them,  to  form  an  in- 
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tcUigcnt  opiniou,  or  to  detenrine  which  of  the  two  Grand  Bodies  has  the 
higher  claim  to  legitimacy.  Each  has  received  recognition  from  some  of 
the  Masonic  authorities  with  whom  wc  are  in  more  immediate  commoni- 
cation,  while  others  decline  or  defer  to  acknowledge  the  claims  of  either. 

Farther  embarrassment  arises  from  the  fact,  manifested  throngh  va- 
rious indications  not  necessary  to  be  specified,  that  both  Grand  Bodies 
in  question  are  based  upon,  and  work  in,  or  at  least  adopt  the  organiza- 
tion and  terminology  of  a  kite  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  as 
such,  is  not  acquainted,  and  has  no  common  ground  of  communication. 

Were  the  question,  therefore,  an  original  one,  to  be  considered  merely 
with  regard  to  its  own  merits,  your  committee  would  have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending,  at  least  for  the  present,  a  respectful  abstinence  from 
any  formal  act  of  official  recognition  of  either  of  the  Brazilian  grand 
bodies,  and  a  maintenance  of  this  attitude  of  standing  aloof  from  all 
possible  entanglements  -not  repellently  or  discourteously,  but  merely  in 
the  exercise  of  the  cardinal  virtue  of  Prudence  —until  further  light  should 
justify  us  in  assuming  a  more  positive  position. 

But  the  question  in  our  case  is  complicated  by  other  considerations. 
A  few  years  ago  the  generous,  large  and  warm-hearted  charity  exercised 
by  the  Masons  of  Brazil  toward  the  family  ot  a  brother,  of  this  Jurisdic- 
tion, who  had  died  among  them,  a  stranger  leaving  his  dear  ones  in  bit- 
ter desolation  and  distress,  touched  a  chord  of  responsive  and  fraternal 
sympathy  which  filled  the  hearts  of  the  whole  Fraternity  in  Alabama. 
We  have  never  known  to  which  branch  or  division  of  our  Brazilixui 
brothers  we  owe  this  illustration  of  the  genuine  spirit  of  Masonic  char- 
ity. Indeed,  it  occurred,  if  we  mistake  not,  about  the  time  when  a 
union— unfortunately  only  of  brief  duration — had  been  effected  between 
the  two  parties.  It  so  happened,  however,  that  while  thd  emotions  ex- 
cited by  the  exhibition  of  fraternal  charity  just  referred  to,  were  still 
fresh  in  our  minds  and  memories,  overtures  for  official  inter-communion 
were  made  by  the  *' Grand  Orient  of  Brazil,"  of  the  Valley  of  Lavradio. 
It  is  probably  safe  to  assume  that,  when  these  overtures  were  received, 
not  half  a  dozen  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  probably  not  a  member, 
was  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  conflict  in  Brazil;  nor  is  it  likely  that 
the  question  of  an  organic  diversity',  and  perhaps  incompatibility,  in  the 
composition  of  both  Grand  Bodies  claiming  jurisdiction  in  that  country, 
as  compared  with  our  own  system,  was  seriously  considered.  Acting  on 
the  impulses  of  the  heart,  rather  than  on  the  sober  conclusions  of  a 
judgment  formed  after  due  and  careful  examination,  the  proposition  was 
at  once  accepted  in  the  same  fraternal  spirit  in  which  it  was  tendered. 
Au  interchange  of  representatives  was  authorized,  and  the  usual  routine 
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of  official  interconrae  inangaratod,  which  has  been  continned  in  the  most 
cordial  and  conrieoos  spirit  bj  oar  Brazilian  brothers  of  the  **  Valley  of 
Lavnulio,** 

While,  therefore,  yoor  committee,  with  the  information  now  before 
ihem,  .are  unable  fully  to  justify  or  defend  the  former  action  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  premises,  they  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  ito 
abrogation.  There  are  cases  in  which  the  correction  of  a  mistake  may 
be  more  mischievous  than  the  mistake  itself,  and  this  is  probably  one  of 
them. 

In  view  of  all  the  &cts  and  the  considerations  herein  set  forth,  your 
committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolations: 

JUsoived,  That  in  the  recognition  heretofore  accorded  to  the  "  Grand 
Orient  of  Brazil,  Valley  of  Lavradio,*'  and  in  the  intercourse  since  main- 
tained and  still  existing  with  that  Most  Worshipful  Body,  this  Grand 
Ix>dge  disclaims  any  intention  to  pronounce  a  decision,  or  to  be  under- 
stood as  expressing  or  implying  an  opinion,  upon  the  merits  of  any  ex- 
isting controversy,  or  the  conflicting  claims  of  different  Gbrand  Bodies  to 
Ifasonic  jurisdiction  in  the  Empire  of  Brazil, 

Besdvedt  That,  under  present  circumstances,  it  is  inexpedient  to  dis- 
turb the  relations  already  existing,  or  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of 
questions  which,  nevertheless,  should  practical  occasion  arise,  may  be 
legitimate  factors  for  the  determination  of  future  action. 

Besolved,  That,  while  deploring  the  dissensions,  as  to  matters  of  oigan- 
ization  and  government,  prevailing  among  our  brethren  of  Brazil,  we  are 
happy  to  bear  witness  to  their  signal  exemplification,  in  conduct,  of  the 
true  spirit  and  genuine  principles  of  Masonic  fraternity  and  charity. 

Appended  to  this  report,  as  illustrative  of  some  of  the  above  state- 
ments, your  committee  respectfoUy  submit  a  paper  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  them  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  ask  to  be  dis* 
cbaiged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

W.  T.  WALTHALL,  Chairman, 

Fbrthe  Cbmmtttee. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  lOJ  o'clock. 
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Thursday  Morning,  December  6,  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  lOJ  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Palmer  J.  Pil- 
lans,  presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  several 
stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  except  as 
hereafter  appears: 

REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Chrand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Tour  Committee  on  llasonic  JnriBpradence,  after  a  carefhl  considoiu- 
tion  of  the  several  subjects  referred  to  them,  report  as  follows,  and  in  tho 
following  order ; 

1st    On  the  Bulings  of  Grand  Master  Wilson  for  1875. 

2d.  On  the  conflicting  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Wilson  and  Grand 
Master  Pillans,  in  reference  to  the  effect  of  Bestoration  of  Charter  to  Dor- 
mant Lodges. 

3d.     On  the  Bnlings  of  Grand  Master  Pillans  for  1876. 

4th.  On  the  Bight  of  Appeal  by  Non-Affiliated  Masons  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  from  the  Decisions  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge. 

5th.  On  the  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  in  his  annnal  address  to 
this  Grand  Communication,  and  the  special  subject  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  th« 
Grand  Master's  address. 


iiij 
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Rulings  cf  Grand  Master  for  1875. 

The  Rulings  of  Grand  Master  Wilson,  found  in  his  address  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  Communication  of  1875,  were  taken  up,  severally 
«i[Amined  and  discussed,  and  were  indorsed  and  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee, except  as  to  the  following,  to-wit :  Rulings  Nos.  5,  6,  and  19. 
In  Ruling  No.  5,  where  the  Principle  is  announced,  "  That  a  woman  who 
has  been  divorced  from  hor  husband  is  not  a  competent  witness  against 
him  in  a  Masonic  Tribunal,  as  to  mnttcrK  or  things  which  transpired 
during  coverture,"  the  committee  recommend  an  exception  in  cases  of 
injuries  to  her  person. 

To  Ruling  No.  6,  which  is  in  these  words  :  "The  written  testimony 
used  in  a  court  of  law  or  chancery  cannot  be  used  as  evidence  in  a  Ma- 
sonic trial,  except  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  thereto,"  the  committee 
instruct  mo  to  report  as  an  additional  chiuse  the  following  :  "Or  when 
the  witness  is  dead,  having  been  cross-examined." 

The  Committee  recommends  ae  the  proper  construction  of  the  word 
**Ri4fht,"  where  it  appears  in  Ruling  No.  19,  is  that  it  is  used  in  the 
sense  of  privilege. 

Oov^lcting  Decisions  of  Grand  Masters  Wilson  and  PiUans. 

The  next  subject  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was  the  De- 
cision of  Grand  Master  PiUans,  made  in  1876,  (see  Ruling  No.  7,  p.  13, 
proceedings  1876,)  in  conflict  with  the  Decision  of  Grand  Master  Wilson, 
made  in  1874,  (see  Ruling  No.  20,  p.  14,  proceeding  1874. ) 

The  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  this  subject  was  prepared  by  B.  W. 
Bafus  W.  Cobb,  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  unanimously  indorsed, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  referred  the 
decision  of  G.  M.  Pillans  upon  the  subject  of  the  restoration  of  dormant 
lodges,  and  the  rights  of  the  members  thereof,  which  conflicts  with  the 
decision  of  Past  G.  M.  Wilson  upon  the  same  subject^  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  report  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  a  lodge  consists  of 
its  membership  and  a  charter  or  warrant  empowering  them  to  work,  and 
there  can  be  no  lodge  without  both  membership  and  charter  or  warrant 
empowering  them  to  work.  The  absence  of,  or  rather  the  want  of  mem- 
bership, will  as  effectually  destroy  the  exiBtence  of  the  lodge  as  the  for- 
feiture of  the  charter.  If,  then,  a  lodge  be  restored,  it  must  be  with  some 
membership,  and  to  hold  that  the  membership  is  not  the  membership 
existing  at  the  time  of  forfeiture  would  be  to  give  the  lodge  a  new  mem- 
bership, and  therefore  it  is  made  a  new  lodge,  which  cannot  be  created  in 
this  way.    (See  Art  VI  of  the  Constitution.) 
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Therefore  your  Committee  report  that  the  correct  ruling  upon  the  sub- 
ject is  as  follows,  to- wit :  That  the  effect  of  the  restoration  of  a  dormant 
lodge,  as  provided  for  iu  Section  22,  Art  VI  of  the  Constitution,  is  to 
revive  the  charter  and  reinstate  the  membership  to  all  their  rights  and 
])rivilege6  and  disabilities,  existing  at  the  time  of  forfeiture,  except  as  to 
such  members  as  during  the  dormancy  of  the  lodge  have  paid  their  dues 
to  the  Grand  Secretfiry  and  received  his  certiAcate,  and  respectfully 
recommend  its  adoption. 

Rulings  qf  Qmnd  Master  for  1876. 

The  Bulings  of  the  Grand  Master  for  1876  were  severally  examined  and 
indorsed  by  the  Committee. 

As  io  Right  of  Appeal  by  NonrAffiliated  Masons. 

The  question  as  to  the  right  of  appeal  by  non-affiliated  masons,  raised 
by  the  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  and  at  their 
request  referred  to  this  Committee,  has  never  reached  the  Committee  in 
writing.  The  Committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  "that  a  non- 
affiliated mason  cannot  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  subordinate 
lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge  unless  he  be  the  party  dtfendard.** 

Decisions  cf  Grand  Masier  in  1877. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  reported  to  the  present  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge,  have  received  careful  consideration,  and  most 
of  them  are  heartily  and  fully  indoised.  The  Committee  felt  constrained 
to  dissent  from  one  of  the  rulings  against  their  better  judgment  The 
Giand  Lodge  having  heretofore  approved  of  a  ruling  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  1875,  directly  in  conflict  with  the  one  alluded  to,  and  which  is  as 
follows :  "  Every  member  present  in  good  standing,  has  the  right  to 
vote,  he  alone  being  the  judge  if  his  relations  to  the  accused  forbid  it 

The  ruling  heretofore  indorsed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  (ruling  No.  27,  p. 
12,  Proceedings  1875,)  is  as  follows :  "When  there  is  such  near  relation 
by  blood  or  marriage  to  any  member  of  the  lodge  by  a  person  accused  of 
a  masonic  offense,  as  would  likely  bias  his  verdict,  such  member  should 
not  be  permitted  to  sit  on  trial  of  the  case,  and  when  the  vote  is  being 
taken,  should  retire  from  the  lodge." 

As  to  use  qf  Rails  for  other  than  Masonic  Purposes. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  ruling  in  reference  to  the 
use  of  masonic  halls  for  other  than  masonic  purposes  should  be  modified 
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BO  as  to  express  in  sabstance  the  following :    <*  Masonic  haUs  aught  not  to 
he  used  for  other  than  masonic  purposes." 

Qmestions  Brferred  to  the  Jurisprudence  Commiitee  by  Re([uest  qf  the  Orand 

Master  in  his  Address, 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  addrcsSi  calls  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
liodge,  and  the  Committee  on  Jurispmdence,  to  a  certain  mling  which 
he  found  himself  compelled  to  make  **  against  his  better  judgment,"  be- 
cause of  Bule  19,  Art  Vn  of  the  Conetitntion.  The  Grand  Master  does 
not  state  what  his  ruling  was,  but  submits  two  questions  (see  the  address) 
which  jour  Committee  have  diligently  and  laboriously  investigated,  and 
by  a  majority  vote  arrived  at  certain  conclusions,  as  will  hereinafter  ap- 
pear. The  Committee  recognizes  the  grave  difficulties  surrounding  a  cor- 
rect solution  of  these  questions.  They  are,  however,  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  strict  construction  of  Bule  19,  Art  Vn  of  the  Constitution, 
fixes  the  status  of  a  brother,  who  has  been  tried  and  suspended  for  a  defi- 
nite period,  and  who  has  taken  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  ap- 
peal has  been  sustained  before  the  termination  of  the  period  of  suspen- 
sion, to  be  tiiot  of  an  unnjffUiaied  mason.  In  addition  to  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  Bide  19,  Art  YII  of  the  Gk>nstitution,  the  Committee  refer  to  the 
ruling  of  Grand  Master  Wilson  on  this  subject,  page  12,  Proceeding  of 
1875,  ruling  No.  21,  as  in  support  of  their  position.  To  the  second  ques- 
tion asked  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  ' '  Can  the  said  brother,  pre- 
senting the  certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  applying  for  membership  to  another  lodge,  be  elected  ?*'  We 
answer — he  can.  He  being  a  non-affiliated  mason,  and  presenting  the 
only  evidence  obtainable  by  him  of  his  status. 

Cono^ton. 

In  conclusion,  in  order  that  a  satisfactory  solution  of  these  questions 
may  be  had,  the  Committee  report  the  following  amendment  to  Bule  19, 
Art  Yn  of  the  Constitution,  and  ask  that  the  same  be  submitted  to  the 
subordinate  lodges  for  their  ratification  or  rejection  : 

Amendment  Proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Masonio  Jurisprudence  to  Rule  19, 

ArL  Vllof  Oie  Cmstitution. 

Bule  19. — ^The  Grand  Lodge  may  reverse  the  decision  of  a  subordinate 
lodge  whereby  a  brother  is  suspended  or  expelled,  but  such  reversal  shall 
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in  no  case  restore  the  accused  to  membership  in  the  lodge  firom  which  he 
was  indefinitely  suspended  or  expelled. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON. 
L  A.  WILSON, 
WILSON  WILUAMS, 
B.  W.  COBB, 
H.  A.  WOOLF, 

Committee. 

And  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in^  except 
as  to  conclusions  of  Committee  in  support  of  the  decis- 
ion of  Grand  Master  Wilson,  No.  27,  page  12,  Proceed- 
ings of  1875,  in  conflict  with  decision  of  Grand  Master 
Pillans  on  the  same  subject,  in  his  address  to  this  Com- 
munication of  the  Ghrand  Lodge.  The  action  of  the 
^Grand  Lodge  indorsing  Ghrand  Master  Wilson's  decision, 
was  reconsidered,  and  both  decisions  were  referred  to  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
upon  the  same  at  the  next  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  also,  after  a  lengthy  debate,  refused 
to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  two 
questions  reported  upon  at  the  conclusion  of  their  report, 
and  the  same  was  re-referred  to  the  Committed  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  next  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Senior  Warden,  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  sustaining  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, indorsing  the  ruling  of  Grand  Master  Pillans,  in  his 
address  to  this  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
reference  to  the  time  for  striking  names  from  the  roll  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  same 
referred  to  the  Committee,  to  be  reported  upon  at  the 
next  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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Brother  Benjamin  F.  McGaoghy,  from  the  Committee 
on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

HEPOBT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

To  the  M.  W,  Orand  Lodge  of  AWxtma  : 

Tour  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  have  searched  diligently 
for  material  oat  of  which  to  constmct  a  rei)ort  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  bat 
have  signally  failed,  and  have  only  to  add  that  in  the  belief  of  yoar  com- 
mittee, the  official  acts  of  the  Grand  Officers  are  in  every  respect  highly 
commendable. 

Bespectfolly  and  fraternally  sabmitied. 

BENJAMIN  F.  McGAUGHY, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  A.  Woolf  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

DEMOPOLIS  LODGE  NO.   49. 

Resolved,  That  the  charter  of  Demopolis  Lodge  No.  49,  which  has  been 
forfeited  on  accoant  of  non-representation,  having  now  paid  ap  all  daes 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  reinstated. 

The  Brother  Ghrand  Secretary  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

ZION  LODGE  NO.   304. 

Resolved,  That  Zion  Lodge  No.  304,  the  charter  of  which  has  been  for- 
feited by  reason  of  non-representation,  having  now  paid  up  all  dues  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reinstated. 

Brother  Henry  C.  Tompkins  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted : 

REFERRED  DECISIONS. 
Resolvedt  That  so  much  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  as  refers 
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to  the  effect  of  a  snspeimiou  for  non-payment  of  dues,  entered  afier  the 
communication  next  preceding  the  Festival  in  Jane  of  each  year,  be  re- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mauonic  Jnrisprodence,  with  instmctions  to 
report  at  the  next  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  connection 
with  the  question  asked  by  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1  at 
the  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1876,  as  found  on  page  37  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  year. 

Brother  James  H.  Joiner,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

To  the  M,  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  Work,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Grand 
Maister's  address  as  recommends  additional  qualifications  of  candidates 
for  initiation,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 
report  the  following  resolution,  and  reconmiends  its  adoption  : 

Rtadvedy  That  no  subordinate  lodge,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  shall  receive  any  petition  for  initiation  unless  one  of  the 
two  following  statements,  signed  by  the  petitioner,  shall  be  incorporated 
into  the  said  petition,  viz : 

'*  Tour  petitioner  further  states  that  he  has  not  heretofore  petitioned 
Any  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  initiation  and  been  rejected. 
Signed, 


**Toar  petitioner  further  states  that  on  or  about  the day  of 

A.  D. he  did  petition Lodge  No 

in for  initiation  and  was  rejected,  and  he  herewith  transmito 

the  written  consent  to  his  initiation  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
said  lodge. 

Signed, 


All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 


JAMES  M.  BRUNDIDGE, 
JAMES  IL  JOINER, 
MYLES  J.  GREENE, 
JAMES  A.  WOOD, 

Committee. 
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And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand 
Chaplain^  the  Ghrand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  this  afternoon  at  3^  o'clock. 
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IN  GEAND  LODGE. 


-•-•♦- 


Thubsday  Afternoon,  December  6, 1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
bor at  3  J  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Palmer  J. 
Pillans,  presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  sev- 
eral stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Kev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Joseph  Winthrop  Moses,  from  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  Vie  Jf.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabdiwi : 

Your  Committee  on  Propotdtions  and  Grievances  bog  leave  rospectfuUy 
to  report  as  follows: 

Petttion  op  Bbotheb  W.  T.  Walthjlll — 

Ilecites  that  he  is  Worshipful  Master  of  Bienville  Lodge  No.  318.  That 
since  his  election  he  has  been  compelle<l  to  absent  himself  from  his  home, 
and  is  rendered  thus  nnable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  Where- 
fore, he  prays  that  the  Grand  Lodge  will  grant  a  dispensation  permitting 
him  to  resign,  and  enabling  Bienville  Lodge  No.  348  to  elect  a  Master 
immediately. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  this  should  not  be  done.  Not  only 
is  it  in  direct  conflict  with  the  general  laws  of  Masonry',  but  this  Grand 
Lodge  has  already  passed  upon  the  question.  In  the  address  of  the 
Grand  blaster,  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  made  in  1871,  we  find  the  following 
decision:    ** Worshipful  Masters  cannot  resign."      Although  this  baa 
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noTer,  so  far  aa  your  committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  been  re- 
ported on  by  the  Committee  on  MaAonic  Jarispmdence,  to  whom,  with 
other  opinions,  it  was  referred,  yet  your  committee  consider  it  sound  Ma- 
bodIc  law.     They  therefore  recommend  that  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  PsTmoK  of  C^ffeeyillb  Lodge  No.  122 — 

Pmys  for  permission  to  remove  the  Lodge  to  a  point  12  miles  from  their 
present  location,  and  to  sell  their  old  hall  and  purchase  a  new  one. 

After  taking  the  testimony  of  Brother  T.  J.  Cowan,  W.  M.  of  Coffee- 
yille  Lodge  No.  122,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  change 
desired  is  one  proper  to  bo  made,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  pe- 
tition be  granted. 

The  Matteb  of  Bbotheb  F.  M.  Poset. 

The  complaint  of  Brother  F.  M.  Posey  is  that  he  visited  Green  HiU 
Lodge  No.  402,  of  which  he  is  not  a  member,  on  an  occasion  when 
Brother  C.  J.  D.  McCluskey  was  W.  M.  After  the  Lodge  was  opened,  the 
W.  Master  stated  that  unless  Brother  Posey  was  made  to  leave  the  Lodge 
Hoom,  he  would  himself  be  forced  to  withdraw.  That  Brother  Posey  de- 
manded to  know  the  reason,  which  Brother  McCluskey  refused  to  assign. 
Brother  Posey  thereupon  desired  his  own  Lodge  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  the  object  of  bringing  this  matter  before  the  Grand  Lodge  was,  as 
your  committee  presumes  from  the  imperfect  papers  before  them,  to  force 
such  an  investigation. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  coraraittoe,  this  is  a  matter  with  which  the 
Grand  Lodge  should  not  interfere,  unless  it  be  brought  before  it  in  a 
more  tangible  shape.  It  does  not  appear  that  Brother  McCluskey  made 
any  charges  against  Brother  Posey.  There  is  nothing,  therefore,  on 
which  this  Grand  Lodge  could  base  any  action  requiring  any  investigation 
of  the  afOiiir. 

The  right  of  visitation  to  another  Lodge  is  not  absolute  in  a  Mason 
simply  because  ho  is  a  brother  in  good  standing.  It  may  be  denied  him 
without  any  reason  being  assigned,  and  without  infringing  upon  his  Ma- 
sonic rights  and  i)rivileges.  As  this  is  the  most  that  was  done  in  this 
case,  your  committee  deem  that  he  has  no  right  to  an  investigation. 

QiixBSFXE  Lodge  No.  290. 

The  petition  of  this  Lodge  to  remove  from  its  present  location  to  Ban- 
do]p*8  old  stand,  a  point  3}  miles  distant,  is  one  that  your  committee  con- 
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eiders  will  inure  to  the  advantage  of  the  Lodge,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend that  it  bo  granted. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  snbmitted. 

JOSEPH  WIN  MOSES, 

JOE  M.  KUMPE, 

GEORGE  P.  HABRISON  Jb.. 

FRANCIS  P.  M.  GILBERT, 

JOHN  M.  DOYLE, 

Committee. 

Brother  Benjamin  L.  Allen  proposed  the  following 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
it  being  approved  by  one-third  of  the  members  present, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes,  and  be 
thereby  submitted  to  the  several  subordinate  chartered 
Lodges  for  their  approval  or  rejection : 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  OONSTTTUTION. 

That  the  following  section  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking 
ont  all  after,  and  inclading,  the  word  provided : 

SxcnoM  14,  AbticiiB  VL 

**The  fee  for  initiating  a  candidate  in  the  first  degree  of  Masonry  shaU 
not  be  less  than  ftfteea  dollars;  for  the  second  degree,  fiye  dollars;  and 
for  the  third,  ten  dollars:  Provided^  That  any  Lodge  shall  be  authorized 
to  confer  any  or  all  of  those  degrees  grotnitonsly  upon  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel  who  are  actively  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  their  ministerial 
fonctions." 

BEPOBT  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on 
Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  re- 
ceived, concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 
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INSTALLATION. 

The  Grand  Officers  were  installed  in  AMPLE  FORM 
by  Past  Orand  Master,  Palmer  J.  Pillans ;  the  Grand 
Officers,  elect  and  appointed,  being  presented  by  the 
Grand  Marshal,  Brother  Joseph  M.  Kumpe. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted : 

THANES  AND  A  JEWSL. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  dne  and  are  hereby 
tendered  to  Brother  Pahner  J.  Pillans,  the  retiring  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
for  his  onceasing  devotion  to  the  arduoos  duties  of  his  office;  for  the  gen- 
tleness and  kindness  with  which  he  has  executed  its  functions;  for  the 
inteUigence,  and  harmony,  and  knowledge  of  Masonic  law,  which  haye 
marked  his  decisions;  and  for  his  general  appreciation  of  the  individual 
rights  and  feelings  of  every  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  during  his  ad- 
ministration. And  while  our  best  wishes  attend  him  in  his  retirement 
firom  office,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  as  some  slight  token  of  our  love  and  af- 
fection for  him,  both  personally  and  officially,  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
procure  a  Past  Grand  Master's  Jewel,  with  proper  inscriptions  thereon, 
for  presentation  to  him  at  the  next  Annual  Ck)mmunication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  officers  and  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

GRAND  OFFIOEBS. 

Bev.  William  0.  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

Joseph  M.  Kumpe Grand  Marshal 

Josieph  A.  Adams Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

John  yf.  Jones Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Adam  R.  Baker Grand  Steward. 

John  W.  Martin Grand  Steward. 
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FOREIGN  OOBBESPONDENCE. 

Oliver  S.  Beers Mobile. 

James  A.  Bilbro Toskegee. 

John  A.  Padgett Ratledge. 

DeWitt  C.  White Moulton. 

James  G.  Cowan Union  Springs. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Y.  Titcomb Pollard. 

Toong  M.  Babb Evergreen. 

Thomas  J.  Brewer Lincoln. 

William  A.  0*Hara HarpersviUo. 

Sam  Thompson. Elyton. 

MASONIC  JUBISPBUDENCS. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Wilson  Williams Opelika. 

Eufns  W.  Cobb Helena. 

Pftlmer  J.  Pillans Mobile. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Union  Springs. 

Henry  A.  Woolf Linden. 

WOBK. 

James  M.  Bnindidge Decator. 

James  IL  Joiner Talladega. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  M.  D Talladega. 

James  A.  Wood Pleasant  HilL 

Thomas  P.  Brewer Mobile. 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Adam  B.  Baker. Montgomery. 

James  Davidson Montgomery. 
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MnnrrEs  bead. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  bo  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge,  at  this  Grand  Communication,  the 
minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction  was  closed 
in  Ample  Form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  Gavel 
fell  at  5  o'clock  and  12  minutes  P.  M. 

DANIEL  SATKE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  Secretary's  Annual  Report 


M.  W.  Gband  Lodge  of  Alabama, 


1876. 

December  4. 

December  4. 

December  4. 


December  7. 

December  7. 

December  7. 

December  7. 

Decemb^  7. 

December  7. 

December  7. 

December  7. 

December  7. 

1877. 

March..  .  15. 

May 4. 

July 19. 

Augnst . .  22. 
Aagnst. . .  24. 

1876. 

December  18. 
December  19. 

1877. 
January. .  10. 
Jftnuary..  23. 
January. .  26. 
February.  1. 
February.  10. 
February.  15. 
February.  19. 
February.  26. 

April 

June 29. 

Jane 29. 

August...    6« 


In  Account  wUh  DA  KIEL  SA  YRE, 

Orand  Secrdary, 


CB 

By  Dues  this  Grand  Communication 

Contingent  fund 

Amount  for  office  expenses 


(( 


tt 


By 

« 

(I 
It 
n 
«( 
n 
It 


OHABTBBS. 

Hoboken  No.  404 $ 

North  River  No.  407 

Hillsboro  No.  408 

Pondtown  No.  409 

Helena  No.  410 

Amberson  No.  412 

High  Shoals  No.  413 

Williamsburg  No.  416 

George  Smitfi  No.  417 

DISPENSATIONS. 


By  Hilton  No.  419 

•*  Broomtown  No.  420 

**  Cullman  Fraternal  No.  421. 

"  ShortervUle  No.  422 

"  Clanton  No.  423 


35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00— 


35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00— 


BACK   DUES. 


By  Mount  Moriah  No.  56 19  50 

"'North  Border  39 1 14  00 


<* 


tt 


tt 


tt 


It 


it 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 
•t 


Hillabee  No.  197 

Gaston  No.  44 

KUigee  No.  199 

Bullock  No.  276 

Central  No.  70 

Friendship  No.  a3... 

Tohopeka  No.  71 

Bellefonte  No.  82  . . . 
Santa  Fe  No.  226.... 

Waterloo  No.  382 

Fort  Deposit  No.  291. 
TallasseeNo.  237.... 


10  50 

6  00 

]1  00 

9  00 

11  50 

22  50 

21  50 

11  50 

41  00 

1  00 

10  00 

19  00-- 

4,438  50 
650  00 
200  00 


815  00 


175  00 


208  00 
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1876. 

December    1. 

1877. 
January..  39. 

April 9. 

May 4. 

June 11. 

June 19. 

August . .  24. 
October. .     5. 

October. .     8. 
November 


1876. 
December  26. 

1877. 
August . .  20. 
November 

1876. 
December  22. 

1877. 


INDIVIDUAIi  BACK  DUE& 


By  M.  a  Bozeman  of  No.  137. 


<t 


it 


S.  W.  Duncan  of  No.  236 

W.  A.  Stokes  of  No.  239     .... 
Shambling,  Clark,  Hamilton, 
Moseley,  Glazener,  Leath,  Cun- 
ningham, Henderson,  Doher- 
ty.    Pickle,    and    Tallant,    of 

Gaylesville  No,  256 

Jackson,      Smith,      Burgess,  | 
Thomas,  and  A.  L.  Alexander,  V 

of  Gaylesville  No.  256 ) 

Absalom  L.  Payne  of  No.  226. . 

J.  S.  Edwards  of  No.  137 

McCnllough  and  Alexander  of ) 

Gaylesville  No.  256 J 

P.  S.  SiddeUof  No.  164 

16  copies  Masonic  Code 


1  50 

1  50 
5  00 


16  50 


7  50 


1  50 

2  00 

15  00 
3  00— 

53  50 
16  00 

DR. 
To  paid  Gxand  Treasurer. 


I  6,056  00 


it 


it 
tt 


It 

*c 


To  Grand  Master's  Seal  &  Ex. 


4,438  50 

500  00 
206  10 

11  00 


To  John  H.  Engelhnrdt 25  00 


**  Frank  A.  Gerrish 3  25 

••Joel  White 8  90 

••  Joseph  &  Anderson— coal 7  50 

*•  Warner  &  Son 3  50 

•*  Masonic  Furnish.  Co 6  00 

••  Armstrong  &  Co 559  00 

"  Barrett  Jb  Brown 73  50 

••  Postage 194  00 

••  Opelika  Lodge  No.  195 48  50 

••  Water  Works  Co 5  00 

•'  Gas 27  60 

'•  Expressage 1  75 

••  Labor 16  90 

••  Counterfeit 20  00—$  6,056  00 

Montgomery,  December  3,  1877. 

DANIEL  SAYKE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  Treasurer's  Annual  Report. 

H.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama, 

In  Accoujd  with   WM,  II.  DIXOLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer, 
1876.  CR. 

December    4.    By  balance $        460  33 

26.      "    Received  from  Grand  Secretary  4,  438  50 
Angost.  ..20.      **    Received  from  Grand  Secretary      500  00 

1877. 
November  27.     **   Received  from  Grand  Secretary      206  10—  5, 144  60 

5,604  93 
1876.  Dr. 

December    7.     To  Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Wood. 43  35  00 

••    Com.  on  Work,  M,  J.  Greene.  44  29  00 

"    Com.  on  Work,  J.  H.  Joiner. 45  45  00 

««    J.  G.  Warden,  R.  W.  Cobb.  .46  10  00 

8.  **    Grand  Master  P.  J.  Pillan8..47  20  00 
•*   Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Brun- 

didpe 48        80  00 

«   Grand  Steward  A.  R  Baker. 49      196  40 

9.  ••    a  G.  Warden,  H.  C.   Tomp- 

kins  50  15  00 

"    Com.  on  ApiHMds,  W.  Y.  Tit- 
comb 51  25  00 

**    Grand  Tiler,  Jas.  Davidson. 52  100  00 

*<    GrandSteward,J.W.  Martin.53  50  00 
12.      "   Com.  on  For.  Corres.,  O.  8. 

Beers 54  200  00 

18      *•    Grand  Secretary,  D.  Sayre.  .55  1000  00 
"   Grand    Treasurer,    W.    H. 

Dingley 56  150  00 

'*   Grand  Secretary,  Contingent 

Fund- 57  650  00 

"   Com.  on  Work,  T.  P.  Brewer .58  34  00 
'*   Grand  Secretary,  Contingent 

Fund 59  200  00 

'<   Rent  of  Hall  and  Offices. . .  .60  800  00 

"   Permanent  Trust  Fund 1000  00 

•*   Permanent  Trust  Fund 500  00—  5, 139  40 

'*   Balance  on  hand 465  53 

5,  604  93 
W.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
Hontgomary,  Alabama,  Dec.  3, 1877. 
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Report  of  Trustees  of  Permanent  Trust  Fund. 


1876. 

December   4. 
1877. 

20. 
August...  20. 


DR 
Balance  on  hand ,$      89  G2 


1877. 
January..  13. 

liay 14. 

September  10. 


Received  from  Treasnrer 1, 

Beoeived  from  Treasurer 

Janoaiy  and  July  Interest  on  $2  700 
bonds 

June,  September  and  December  In- 
terest on  $1  000  bonds 

Piemiom  on  Gold 

CB. 

Flud  Premiom  on  Gk>ld 

Paid  Exchange  and  Express  charges 
Paid    Premium  on  $1,000  4)  per 

cent  bond 

Prominm  on  K>00  i  per  cent  bond 

BONDS   ON  HAND. 

1, 000  registered  4  4  per  ct  No.  6,760  1, 
100  coupon  4  per  cent. .  "  26.484 
100 
100 
100 


•« 


(i 


** 


«* 


December  3. 


100 

Gush  on  hand 


"  86.485 
"  26.486 
"  26,487 
•*  26,488 


000  00 
500  00 

162  00 

33  75 

72  37—11, 857  74 


70  23 
9  37 

94  50 
23  88 


000  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
159  7&-  1, 857  74 
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Report  on  Finance. 


4^»» 


ToOu  M.  W.   Orand  Lodge  cf  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  having  examined  the  Teports  of  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Treasurer  and  the  R  W.  Grand  Secretary,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Trosteee  of  the  permanent  Trost  fhnd  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  find  these  several  stat^'ments  of  receipts  and 
disbnrsements  of  the  revenues  of  the  Grand  Lodge  correct,  and  attested 
by  satisfactory  vouchers. 

The  following  condensed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  will 
correctly  indicate  the  financial  operations  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
year  ending  Dec  lBt»  1877: 

RECEIPTS. 

To  balance  cash  on  hand  Dec  1st,  1876,  as  per  last 

report  $    460  33 

cash  dues  to  Annual  Communication,  187C 4, 438  60 


a 
n 
«< 
«< 
<( 


Lodge  back  dues. 

individual  back  dues  held  in  trust. 

sales  of  Code 


208  00 
53  60 
16  00 


for  Charters    •  •  •  .»15  00  »  j^     ^^rust  ftmd      490  00 
for  Dispensations.  175  00  j  -■.*t«w*»"«      it^v  w 


Total  receipts 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


$  5,  666  33 


«i 


«« 


*t       ti 


<  < 


<i 


expended  for  appropriations  of  1876 )    q  ^^.q  ^^ 

total  appropriation  $3,821  40  expended.  \  ^»«>^  »^ 
paid  Trustees  of  Permanent  fund  for  invest* 

ment  as  per  their  report 1, 500  00 

individual  dues  returned  to  Opelika  Lodge        48  50 


Total  Disbursements. 


4, 200  80 


Cash  balance  Dec  1st,  1877 $     465  53 

The  receipts  of  the  Giand  Treasurer  for  dues  to  this  annual  communica- 
tion and  from  all  sources  applicable  to  current  expenses  are  estimated  by 
your  oommittee  as  foUown,  viz; 

Dues  for  1877 H  500  00  U,  -^  ^ 

Leas  20  per  cent,  due  Permanent  Fund      900  00    »^»  ^^  w 

Dues  for  1876  and  1876 50000         ^^  ^y,      ^  nnn  nn 

L668  20  per  cent  due  Pennanent  Fund      100  00  f       *^  "^^  ** """  ^ 


Total  current  revenueB. 


$4,465  53 
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Yonr  Committee  respectfully  recommends  the  following  appropriations 
to  provide  for  and  defray  the  necessary  annual  expenses  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec  1st,  1877,  and  ask  your  approval  of 
the  same: 

%  APFROPBJATIONS. 

To  B.  W.  Bro.  Daniel  Sayre — salary  as  Qrand  Sec- 
retary  $1, 000  00 

•*      "     W.    H.   Dingley— salary  as  Grand 

Treasurer 150  00 

**      '*     James  Davidson— salary  as  Grand 

Tiler 100  00 

**      **     Adam  R  Baker — salary  as  Sr.  Grand 

Steward 100  00 

**      '*     Jno.  W.  Martin — salary  as  Jr,  Grand 

Steward 50  00 

**  *'  Adam  R  Baker  for  incidental  ex- 
penses of  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  in- 
cluding repairs  to  be  reimbursed 

by  Landlord 121  15 

To  Beport  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correcpondence      200  00 
**  Expenses  of  Committee  on  Work  as  much  thereof 

as  may  be  required 250  00 

**  ^cpenses  of  Grand  Officers,  (including  $25  00  to 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expul- 
sions and  Appeals)  or  as  much  thereof  as  may 

be  required 250  00 

For  Bent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  subject  to  abate- 
ment for  repairs  paid  by  Grand  Lodge  as  an  ad- 
vance on  rent 800  00 

'*  Contingent  Grand  Lodge  expenses  including 
stationery  and  printing— the  latter  to  be  award- 
ed to  the  lowest  best  bidder  as  heretofore 900  00 


«< 


«« 


«• 


«« 


*t 


Total  ig[>propriation8 $    3, 921  15 

Tour  Committee  also  reoommend  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  at 
least  Three  Hundred  Dollars  be  made  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Permanent 
Trust  Fund,  for  the  benefit  of  that  fund,  and  to  be  invested  with  the 
other  accumulations,  out  of  any  moneys  remaining  in  the  Treasurer  after 
payment  of  the  above  regular  appropriations,  provided  that  the  cash 
balance  in  the  Treasury  shall  not  thereby  be  reduced  below  the  sum  of 
Three  Hundred  Dollars.  The  Finance  Committee  note  with  pleasure  the 
fikct  that  many  of  the  Lodges  heretofore  delinquent  or  tardy  in  remitting 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  are  now  paying  up  arrearages,  and  are  assured 
from  this  and  other  favorable  omens,  that  the  dreary  night  of  our  finan- 
cial trial  is  already  tinged  by  the  dawn  of  coming  prosperity. 

Let  the  difficulties  of  our  recent  past  admonish  us  however,  to  be  prudent 
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still,  and  adhere  to  the  frugal  and  economic  habits  forced  npon  ns  by  ad- 
Teisity,  and  neglect  not  the  lessons  of  wisdom  snggested  by  its  ex- 
periences. 

The  Permanent  Tmst  Fund  through  which  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
by  a  wise  forefhonght  determined  in  1875  to  hnsband  its  surplus  incomo 
derived  mainly  from  the  savings  accruing  of  expenditures  claims  our  at- 
tention here,  and  we  beg  to  commend  it  anew  to  the  sympathy  and  sup- 
port of  the  fraternity  in  this  jurisdiction.  It  has  already  assumed  an 
important  position  in  our  financial  history,  as  well  as  illustrates  in  its 
rapidly  increasing  sum  the  cumulative  power  of  such  investments  when 
intrusted  to  safe  and  judicious  managers.  We  append  a  statement  of 
operations  ot  this  trust  for  the  post  year  and  of  its  condition  on  the  1st  of 
Dec,  1877,  with  estimate  of  amount  to  be  added  by  investments  in 
JauuAiy  next 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

OPEBATIONS  FOB  1876-77. 

Heceipts, 

Balance  on  hand  Dec,  1st,  1876 $      89  62 

DcpoHited  by  Grand  Treasurer 1, 500  OU 

Interest  collected 195  75 

Prem.  on  Gold  j^^^ 2  U 

Total  receipts $  1, 787  51 

DISBURSEMENTa 

Cost  of  $1  500  U.  a  Bonds  j  ^^  '^  (1*  ^r  ^nt )' '  \>  ^^^  ^ 

Exchange  and  Express  charges 9  37 

Cash  balance  on  hand  Dec.  Ist,  1877 159  76 

Total  disbursements $  1, 787  51 

Total  amount  of  U.  S.  Bonds  acquired  to  date  and 

held  by  IVustees  in  special  deposit  for  this  fund.  4, 200  00 

Estimated  Opebations  fob  1877-78. 

Balance  on  hand  as  above 159  76 

Interest  to  accrue  January  1st,  1878 97  25 

Ihies  from  Grand  Lodge 1, 000  00 

Charters,  Dispensations  and  probable  Grand  Lodge 
Appropriations 500  00 

Probable  income  to  be  invested  in  1878 $  1, 757  01 


* 
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Before  closing  this  report  your  committee  beg  to  refer  with  gratification 
to  the  report  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  detailing  the  efforts  to  aid, 
and  the  contribntions  received  in  behalf  of  the  safferers  hy  the  late  dis- 
astrous fire  in  the  city  of  St  John,  New  Brunswick. 

It  was  a  laudable  effort  at  promoting  the  charitable  objeets  of  our  or- 
ganization and  elicited  a  very  creditable  response  from  the  Lodges  which 
were  able  to  contribute. 

The  amount  collected  was  $106  75,  of  which  $11  00  are  still  in  hand 
to  be  remitted. 
Bespeotfully  submitted. 

OLIVERa  BEERS,  Chairman. 
EDWARD  N.  KRING. 
WILLIAM  C.  WHEELER. 
JAMES  A.  REID, 
SAM  THOMPSON. 


K»a.s 
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MEMOEANDA. 


«-♦•»- 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

Wilson  Wttttamw Opdika Arkansas. 

Lewis  E.  Pabsoms TaUadega Brazil. 

HxNBT  A.  WooLP Linden Canada. 

BoBXBT  D.  Wbbb Livingston District  Columbia. 

MoRBiB  K.  Tatlob MeridianviUe England. 

Dayid  CiiOPTON Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D TaUadega Geoigia. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Illinois. 

Peleo  Bbown McbUe Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybb. Montgomery Iowa. 

William  A.  OUaba,  M.  D UarpersviUe Ireland. 

John  J.  Delchakps Mobile Italy. 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Satbe Monigomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Monigomery Lonisiana. 

James  R  Lugxix,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

Joel  Whixb Montgomery Maryland. 

.Minnesota. 

Thomas  M.  Bbaoo,  B1  D Oreenville Mississippi. 

Daniel  Satbb Montgomery Miasoari. 

Palmbb  J.  Pillanb Mobih Nebraska. 

OiiiyEB  S.  Beebs Mobile New  Jersey. 

Henbt  C.  Tompeins Union  Springs New  York. 

Gboboe  D.  Nobbib,  M.  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Satbb Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Saybe Monigomery Oregon. 

Isaiah  A.  Wu^os Union  Springs Pennsylvania. 

Gboboe  D.  Nobbib,  M.  D New  Markd Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss Sdma Texas. 

John  W.  Gabbibon,  M.  D LineviUe West  Virginia. 

Palmbb  J.  Pillans MdbUe Wisconsin. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA  NEAR 

OTHER  GRAND  LODGEa 

Elbert  H.  English lAttle  Rock Arkansas. 

Pbdbo  Antonio  Gom£z Bio  Janeiro BraziL 

Sabiuel  B.  Habman Toronto Canada. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washington District  Golmnbia. 

Bbacstom  Bakeb London EnglancL 

Abbaham  J.  Pbeyatt Jacksonville Florida. 

William  A.  Love Atlanta Georgia. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Mabtin  H.  Rice. Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAS  P.  Waters Muscatine Iowa. 

Geoboe  Hubabd Dublin Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

Charles  Tilden LouisviUe Kentucky. 

Samuel  H.  Todd Xeto  Orleans Louisiana. 

JosiAH  H.  Dbummomd PorUaml Maine. 

John  Coates Baltimore Maryland. 

Richabd  a.  Jones Bochester Minnesota. 

Fbank  Burkitt Okolona MississippL 

James  E.  Cadle. ChiUicotfie. Missouri 

Jam£S  W.  Chaddock 2id/raska  CUy Nebraska. 

William  a  Whtiehead Xeicark New  Jersey. 

Daniel  T.  Walden New  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Baleiyh North  Carolina. 

Robert  C.  Frasbr. Halifax Nova  Scotia. 

James  R  Bailet Corvallis Oregon. 

Richard  Vaux Fhiladelpliia Pennsylvania. 

TowNSEND  A.  Thomas ClarksviUe Tennessee. 

Edward  M  Lackland Cftarkston .^West  Virginia. 

Joseph  Hamilton Milxoaukee Wisconsin. 
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Report  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence. 


<  ^  <»  » 


To  the  Most  Worshijjful  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

It  is  again,  by  unexpected  contingencies,  made  the  doty  (and  he  os- 
teems  it  a  privilege)  of  this  writer  to  assume  the  labors  of  chairman,  tem- 
porarily, and  again  write  the  annual  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  He  approaches  the  labor  in  this  instance  with  all  the 
diffidence  of  former  years,  being  conscious,  in  spite  of  the  cordial  and 
encouraging  greetings  of  almost  every  correspondent  who  has  reviewed 
his  deliverances  of  the  post  two  years,  (for  which  courtesies  he  begs  here 
to  express  and  tender  his  grateful  acknowledgments),  that  the  duties  of 
correspondent  claim  a  higher  grade  of  literary  attainments  and  more  leisure 
to  analyze,  digest  and  review  the  important  topics  presented  for  consider- 
ation, than  belong  to  a  se^-educated  and  business  occupied  man,  for  such 
alone  is  the  writer  of  this.  In  this  report  he  must  also  claim  considera- 
tion and  sympathy  from  his  readers  because  of  the  intervention  during 
the  work  of  a  succession  of  unexpected  and  unavoidable  hindranceB 
which  have  rendered  his  otherwise  pleasant  labors  full  of  embarrassment 
and  perplexity.  It  is  needless  to  explain  these  troubles,  so  numerous 
and  oft-recurring;  suffice  it  that  he  has  experienced  them,  and  has  no 
wish  by  repeating  to  afflict  his  readers,  oven  sympathetically,  with  his 
past  troubles — gone  are  they  at  length !  and  we  hope  have  left  in  their 
track  the  lessons  of  wisdom,  which  shall  fully  compensate  for  the  trials 
experienced. 

But  enough  of  self,  that  intrusive  beggar  who,  like  our  namesake  Oli- 
TEB  of  the  Twist  family,  is  always  asking  for  more — and  to  our  work: 

Your  committee  have  received,  from  the  usual  source,  our  IL  W.  Grand 
Secretary,  the  following  Beports  of  the  Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges  in 
correspondence  with  this  Grand  Body,  to-wit: 

Arkanwafl for  1876 

British  Columbia -  1877 
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California for  IB7li 

Colonido "  1876 

Connscticot, 

Dakota 


1877 
1876 
1870 
1876 

Georgia "  1876 

Florida for  1875  and  1876 

niiunis. for  1876 

Indiana  "  1877 

Indian  Territory "  1876 

Iowa "1877 

Kanns "  is™ 

Kentncky "  1876 

Louiaianap ,- .....  '*  1877 

Uaina "1877 

Manitoba. "  18" 

Jlaiyland "  187G 

Michigan "  1877 

MBa^chiueUB. "  1876 

MlsButaippi ■  "  187S 

Minneaota "  1877 

Montana "  1870 

Nebnuika 
Nevada.. 

New  Jersey "  187T 

NewBnuuwick "  1876 

New  Hampshira. "  1876 

North  Carolina. ■ "1876 

No»a  Scotia "  1877 

Ohio "187G 

Oroson "1877 

FenDeylTatiia "  1^76 

Qnebeo  "1876 

Soatli  Carolina "  187G 


Tennesaee. 
Teus 


'  187G 

'■  1877 


Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Waahinglon. 
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West  Virginia for  1876 

Wyoming ••  1876 

In  all  forty-five  reports  and  oomprising  oar  osnal  list  of  exchanges  ex- 
cept two,  those  of  Canada  and  Bhode  Island  being  absent  from  onr  rolL 
We  hope  these  valaed  correspondents  will  mark  ns  for  proper  attention 
in  the  next  distribution  of  reports  and  also  supply  at  an  early  day  the  defi- 
cienoy  above  indicated  by  forwarding  the  missing  reports,  viz:  Canada, 
1877,  Rhode  Island,  1876  and  1877.  We  know  firom  other  sources  that 
these  Grand  Bodies  live  and  prosper,  but  would  prefer  to  receive  our 
information  more  direct,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pleasure  and  profit  inci- 
dent to  the  perusal  of  the  proceedings.  Your  committee  have  examined 
with  care  and  attentive  consideration  these  numerous  and  interesting 
reports,  and  present  annexed  their  review  of  the  same. 

Following  the  precedents  and  arrangement  of  the  two  past  years  the 
writer  has  again  elected  (though  the  plan  is  not  altogether  satisfactory) 
to  reproduce,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  official 
organs  of  other  Gh;and  Lodges  in  their  annual  reports  and  messages,  as  a 
tail  means  of  acquainting  our  readers  of  this  Grand  Lodge  with  the  work 
and  doings  of  its  correspondents.  Our  report  is  therefore  essentially  an 
aggregation  of  the  quotations;  preserving,  however,  oxu  favoriie  line  of 
operations  by  giving  preference  in  all  cases  to  extracts  which  tend  to 
iUostrate  and  perpetuate  the  true  principles,  as  well  as  record  the  trials 
and  triumphs  of  anderd  craft  ]^iasonry.  The  oldest  and  most  honorable 
institution,  devoted  to  the  service  of  Ood  and  the  elevation  of  man,  of 
which  we  (this  writer)  have  any  knowledge. 

If  called  upon  in  the  future  to  act  in  this  capacity,  time  and  circum- 
stances f&voriDg,  we  would  prefer  to  plan  our  report  upon  a  new  basis,  to 
the  extent  at  least  of  devoting  a  fair  portion  of  the  space,  allotted  to 
"correspondence,'*  to  the  discussion  of  the  principles  of  Masonry  and  the 
conflicting  opinions  of  co-temporaries  on  Masonic  questions  yet  unsolved; 
thns  more  pointedly  directing  attention  to  controverted  subjects  and  ac- 
quainting the  reader  with  the  opinions  of  ancient  Masonic  writers  on 
sach  disputed  topics  as  are  of  general  interest  to  the  Fraternity. 

ABKANSAa 

The  proceedings  of  the  38th  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  held  October  the  19th,  A.  D.  1876,  are  before 
US,  and  claimst  as  well  as  merits,  our  attentive  consideration.  First  on 
the  list  in  our  usual  alphabetical  arrangement  for  review,  the  absence  of 
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the  proceedings  of  Uub  Grand  Lodge  fiom  oar  report  of  last  year  (when 
we  should  have  had,  bat  failed  to  receive,  the  37th  annual  report)  was  a 
serious  deprivation,  and  we  welcome  the  present  volume  the  more  kindly 
because  of  tho  loss  of  its  predecessor. 

The  Annual  Communication  under  review,  convened  at  the  date  above 
mentioned  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  was  opened  in  ample 
form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  M.  L.  Bell,  with  all  of  the  Grand  officers 
present  and  filling  their  several  stations. 

THB  OBAIO)  XASTKB^d  ADDBESS 

Is  a  creditable  and  thoughtful  production,  suggesting  sound  views  of 
morality  and  duty,  and  reviewing  with  business  like  method  the  doings 
of  the  year.  We  quote  some  of  his  views  on  general  topics.  After  depre- 
cating earnestly  the  materialistic  tendency  of  the  age,  he  says : 

"The  rapid  progress  of  science  in  all  its  branches  is  astonishing  even 
ncientists  tnemselves,  and  men*8  miu'ls  are  being  attracted  by  its  astonish- 
ing developments,  and,  to  some  extent,  being  drawn  away  from  the  more 
valuable  truths  of  a  moral  nature  ;  and  it  behooves  all  good  men  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  inculcation  of  the  great  truths  tending  to  elevate  man's 
moral  nature. 

**  While  we  can  but  rejoice  at  the  material  prosperity  of  our  State,  the 
abundant  crops,  and  the  general  peac«  and  prosperity  that  reign  through* 
out  the  land,  can  we  congratulate  ourselves  upon  equal  progress  in  educa* 
tion  and  refinement,  goodness  and  purity  among  the  people?  It  has 
become  too  much  the  fashion  to  say  that  the  world  is  growing  worse,  and 
to  regret  the  good  old  days  of  our  youth.  There  are,  perhaps,  more  integ- 
rity and  religion  among  the  people  than  there  were  a  haLT  century  ago. 
B<»cause  bad  men  have  succeeded  in  getting  into  high  places,  and  govern- 
ments have  apparently  become  corrupt,  we  must  not  change  humanity 
with  being  more  corrupt  than  formerly.  There  is  much  good  in  the  world, 
though  it  is  modest  and  does  not  obtrude  itself  upon  public  notice. 

The  teachings  of  our  noble  Order  are  the  same  to-day  as  they  were 
thousands  of  years  ago.  Her  sacred  truths  have  been  silently  preserved 
in  the  hearts  of  pure  men  from  age  to  age,  and  transmitted  unsullied  torn 
generation  to  generation. 

*'The  plumb,  the  level  and  the  square  teach  us  the  whole  moral  duty  of 
man  to  lus  neighbor  and  to  his  Gk>d.  Properly  understood,  they  preadi 
a  sermon  that  would  challenge  the  eloquence  of  the  greatest  pulpit  orator 
of  the  age.  And,  yet,  what  smaU  effect  they  have  upon  the  conduct  and 
life  of  the  most  of  us.  We  go  on,  continually  laboring  and  toiling  in  our 
various  avocations  of  life,  accumulating  houses  and  lands  and  goods,  to 
add  comfort  to  our  bodies — laying  up  stores  that  are  as  perishable  as  the 
bodies  themselves — scarcely  giving  a  thought  to  the  more  serious  consid- 
eration of  those  interests  that  affect  our  more  important  interests.  Blan 
toils  and  labors,  and  wears  his  body  awav,  in  the  constant  effort  to  aoea- 
mnlate  wealth  or  the  honofs  of  the  world--all  of  which  vanish  with  his 
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own  fleeting  br€«th— to  the  nttor  neglect  of  that  portion  of  his  nature 
which  contmacB  for  eternal  ages.  How  freely  man  gives  of  his  means  to 
secure  that  which  is  visible  ;  now  tardily  for  those  benefits  which  are  in 
the  future ! 

**This  constant  tendency  of  man  to  prefer  the  material  to  the  moral 
development  of  bis  nature,  challenges  the  attention  of  the  teachers  of  true 
wisdom,  and  it  has  ever  been  the  mission  of  our  ancient  Order  to  teach 
man  this  wisdom.  While  Masonry  teaches  industry,  and  rejoices  in  the 
culture  of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  and  the  development  of  man's  in- 
tellectual greatness,  her  great  mission  now  is  to  cultivate  man's  moral 
nature. 

**Amid  our  congratulations  on  our  general  prosperity  as  a  State  and  a 
people,  can  we  also  rejoice  in  the  success  and  prosperity  of  our  work  as 
Masons?  Our  sacred  tenets, 'lumded  down  to  us  ir  )m  the  ancient  fathers, 
have  been  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  brethren  We  have 
visited  the  sick,  succored  the  distressed,  relieved  the  widow,  and  minis- 
tered to  the  wants  of  the  orphan,  and  these  sacred  works  are  unseen  by 
the  world.  Bat  have  we  given  as  liberally  of  our  means  as  we  should  to 
the  advancement  of  education?  Have  we  founded  any  hospitals,  or  built 
any  other  monuments  of  honor  to  our  noble  Order?  I  fear  not.  We 
have  bestowed  a  small  part  of  our  substance  for  the  benefit  of  our  moral 
nature,  compared  with  the  large  sums  invested  for  our  bodily  comfort" 

The  Grand  Msister  closes  his  address  (delivered  Monday,  October  9th, 

p.  m. )  thus  : 

"And  now,  my  brethren,  in  taking  my  official  l^ve  of  yon,  and  resuming 
my  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  craflsmen,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  order,  the  peace  and  harmony  that  prevail  in  all  our 
Lodges,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  kindness  and  Brotherly  love  you  have 
extended  to  me  while  I  teas  your  Grand  Master.  My  duties  have  been 
somewhat  arduous,  out  it  has  been  a  labor  of  love,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
I  retire  from  this  high  position  with  the  love  and  respect  of  all  my  bretn- 
ren.    This  is  all  the  reward  I  claim. 

M.  L.  BELL,  Grand  Master. 

And  we  have  italicised  that  portion  of  his  closing  remarks,  apparently 
resigning  the  gavel,  as  somewhat  curious  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  held  three  sessions  afterwards,  viz :  Tuesday,  October  lOth,  9  o'clock, 
a.  m.,  and  at  2  and  7  o'clock,  p.  m.,  at  each  of  which  he  presided,  offici- 
ating at  the  latter  meeting  in  the  important  ceremonial  of  installing  the 
newly  elected  (say  on  the  10th,  2  o'clock,  p.  m. )  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
M.  M.  McGuiro.  He  was  making  his  last  annual  address  to,  but  not 
Pikiny  ** official  leave''  of,  the  Brethren!  we  opine. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Communication  present  few  matters  of  general 
interest  to  the  craft  We  observe,  with  regret,  that  St  John's  College  is 
utill  a  subject  of  solicitude  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  its  financial  condition, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  struggle  of  its  friends  to  sustain  it,  suggest- 
ing the  possible  necessity  of  le<isin(j  the  establishment ;  which,  we  take  it, 
would  be  tantamount  to  the  fiEdlure  of  the  enterprise,  as  a  Masonic  work 
6 
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at  lcA8t  We  would  deeply  regret  such  a  result  as  discouraging  to  other 
jnriHdietions,  where  efforts  are  being  made  to  educate  the  orphan,  as  well 
as  painfully  mortifying  to  our  Brethren  of  Arkansas,  who  have  toiled  so 
resolutely  to  sustain  this  noble  charity.  Brethren  of  Arkansas,  take  no 
step  backward  in  that  direction  ;  but   **  hold  the  fort" 

The  "resolution  heretofore  passed"  declaring  non-intercourse  with  the 
Orand  Lodge  of  Canada,  was  rescinded  and  liatemal  relations  resumed 
with  that  Grand  Lodge— at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  same  committee,  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodges  of  Manitoba,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  Wyoming,  were 
severally  *' recognised  as  legiilly  established,  **  and  tendered  fraternal 
greetings— while  **on  motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the  question  of  recog- 
nizing the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  be  laid  over  until "  the 
next  Annual  Grand  Communication — what  is  the  trouble  there  ? 

A  proposition  was  made  to  amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  provide  for 
a  committee  on  work,  to  consist  of  five  members  appointed  for  life,  *'  or 
during  good  Masonic  behavior."  This,  we  presume,  is  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Lodges  for  approval.  Except  in  the  tenure  of  office,  our*8  being 
ten  years  instead  of  for  life,  it  is  very  like  the  Alabama  law  on  that 
subject,  and  we  of  course  approve  the  movement 

DispeuKations  for  six  new  Lodges  granted. 

The  Eeport  on  Foreign  Corresxx)ndence  was  penned  and  presented  by 
Brother  George  Thombnrgh.  This  is  the  first  report  on  correspondence 
from  Arkansas  thait  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  acknowledge — as  in  the 
proceedings  of  1874,  reviewed  by  us  in  1875,  there  was  no  Report  on  For- 
eign Correspondence,  and  when  \^Titing  our  report  of  1876,  we  had  no 
report  at  all  from  that  Grand  Lodge,  as  before  stated — we  are,  therefore, 
unable  to  compare  this  with  any  standard  furnished  by  Brother  Thorn- 
burgh's  predecessors,  but  we  are  satisfied  with  the  specimen  of  work  pre- 
sented in  the  report  under  review,  and  pronounce  it  **  good  work  and 
8(|uare  work-" 

Brother  Thomburgh  gives  the  writer  credit  for  trupiimj  the  report  on 
corresiwndence  (for  Alabama,  1K75,)  but  seems  doubtful  as  to  its  author' 
ship,  and  in  expressing  that  doubt,  unwittingly  perhaps,  pays  us  a  com- 
pliment, which  we  think  quite  undeserved,  for  we  know  the  measure  of 
our  ability  as  a  writer,  and  it  is  far  below  the  standard  of  Brother  Wal- 
thall's excellence.  So,  Brother  Thomburgh,  take  back  the  comparison 
and  permit  us  to  think  yon  meant  only  to  encourage  the  writer  to  perse- 
vere in  a  laudable  etulvai-or  to  attain  to  the  perfection  of  our  chairman. 

Brother  Titcomb's  report  for  1875  receives  honorable  mention,  its  con- 
clusion being  quoted  with  these  introductory  remarks  : 
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*'The  Gommitteo  on  Appeals  did  its  work  well,  and  shows  its  determln- 
ation  to  mete  out  justice  to  MastoDs  and  Masonry." 

He  notices  approvingly  M.  W.  G.  M.  Wilson's  address  for  1875,  and 
qaotes  approvingly  many  of  its  sentiments  and  decisions. 

We  have  to  thank  Brother  Thomhurgh  for  a  very  fair,  fall,  and  indeed 
complimentary,  review  of  Alabama's  doings  in  1876. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  Brother  Thomburgh  for  the  pleasant  intelli- 
gence contained  in  the  annexed  extract  from  his  report,  and  which  it 
affords  us  real  gratification  in  reproducing  as  a  well  deserved  tribute  to 
Brother  English,  irrespective  of  its  kind  allusions  to  Alabama: 

Alabama  has  furnished  the  greatest  Mason  Arkansas  ever  had,  and  the 
second  to  none  in  anv  State,  to-wit:  P.  - .  G.  * .  M.  * .  E.  H.  English,  at 
present  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  United  States.  Ho  was  bom 
in  Madison  county,  near  Capshaw's  Mountain.  *'in  a  log  cabin."  He 
lived  there  from  his  birth  (181G)  till  the  year  1844,  when  he  moved  to 
Little  Rock,  where  he  now  resides.  Ho  lives  in  the  hearts  of  the  Masons 
of  America  and  the  good  people  of  Arkansas. 

There  is  a  sweet  scripture  promise  or  rather  injunction,  precious  and 
encouraging  to  all  who  labor  for  the  good  of  man  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  "truth,**  to-wit:  "Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters  and  after 
many  days  it  shall  return  unto  thee,"  of  which  we  are  forcibly  reminded 
by  the  above  incident  Doubtless  this  Brother  was  also  bam  d  Mason  in 
a  log  cabin,  or  improvised  Lodge  room,  where  a  few  earnest  Craftsmen 
were  laboring,  under  the  difficulties  incident  to  a  **new  settlement," 
(sach  was  Madison  county  and  indeed  all  Alabama  at  that  day)  to  spread 
the  current  of  Brotherly  Love,  and  reveal  the  light  of  Masonry*  In  this 
case  the  work  having  been  well  done  **tho  light  shineth  more  and  more." 

OBAND  OFJnCXRS  XUBCT. 

M.  W.  M.  M.  McGuire Grand  Master 

B.  W.  George  Thomburgh 4 .'Deputy  Grand  Master 

B.  W.  L  E4  Barber Grand  Secretary 


STATISTICS 


* 


Kamber  of  Chartered  Lodges 332 

Initiated 382 

Passed 331 

Baised 286 

Affiliated 240 

Dimitted 412 

Died. 187 
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Snspendod  for  non-paymont  of  dnee r 418 

"  "    iL  c 27 

Expelled 22 

Keinstated 77 

Whole  number  of  enrolled  M.  M 8,081 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Next  in  order  claims  our  attention  and  we  present  annexed  a  brief  re* 
view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  that  jurisdiction, 
which  convened  at  Victoria  on  Saturday,  February  17th,  A.  D.  1877,  it 
being  the  sixth  annual  communication  thereof. 

Present— M.  W.  Frederick  Williams,  Grand  Master,  with  other  Grand 
Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Kepresentatives  of  seven  Chartered 
Lodges.  The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  after  the 
necessary  preliminary  of  a  report  on  credentials,  the  Grand  Master  de^ 
livered  his  annual  address,  which  is  a  short  and  business  like  review  of 
the  work  in  that  jurisdiction  for  the  preceding  year.  We  extract  such 
portions  as  will  enable  our  readers  to  judge  somewhat  of  the  condition  of 
the  craft  and  the  mode  of  conducting  the  work  in  that  far  off  region  gov- 
erned by  our  young  sister  of  British  Columbia. 

After  describing  in  detail  the  incidents  attending  his  visits  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  -(7)  seven  ol  the  (8)  eight  Lodges  under  his  care  having 
been  specially  visited  and  reported  up(m — he  says: 

• 

Our  Lodges  on  the  whole  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  the  statis- 
tical reports  that  will  be  laid  before  you,  if  they  do  not  show  any  marked 
increase  in  membership,  the  result  may  be  attributable  in  some  measure 
to  the  stringency  of  the  times  and  perhaps  also  to  a  closer  discrimina- 
tion as  to  the  proper  material  for  the  building.  One  fact  I  can  assure 
you  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  Order  to-day  is  on  a  sounder  basis  than  ever 
before  in  this  jurisdiction;  and  were  the  example  set  the  craft  in  this 
Province  by  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  3,  which  you  are  aware  was  constructed 
by  the  junction  of  Nanaimo  Lodge  No.  3  and  Caledonia  Lodge  No  6,  im- 
itated by  the  Victoria  Lodges,  in  making  two  out  of  the  four  Lodges,  and 
also  acquiring  a  building  of  their  own,  I  believe  the  craft  at  the  capital 
would  not  be  behind  their  Nanaimo  sister  in  increased  prosperity. 

And  thus  speaks  in  reference  to 

FOUXIOM  UEIATIONS. 

Our  foreign  relations  remain  undisturbed,  and  in  all  respects  luuity 
and  good  feelings  are  maintained  between  this  jurisdiction  and  all  others 
in  the  Masonic  world. 

The  following  Grand  Lodges  were  formally  rooognized  as  roccm- 
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mended,  that  is  to  say,  the  Gmnd  Lodges  of  Manitoba,  Wyoming,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Dakota,  and  Indian  Territory. 

The  Grand  Secretary  ^ill  lay  before  you  a  circular  received  by  him 
asking  this  Grand  Lodge  for  MaHonic  recognition  of  a  body  styling  itaclf 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Froo  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Ontario.  I 
would  recommend  that  the  subject  be  rel erred  to  the  Board  of  General 
Purposes  for  a  careful  review  of  the  subject  I  think  they  will  find  many 
reasons  why  no  Masonic  recognition  should  be  accorded  them. 

Followed  by  an  *•  excerpt  from  report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  " 
on  the  subject  of  the  Ontario  rrvoU,  and  denunciatory  of  that  movement. 
This  subject  was,  as  suggested  by  ^L  W.  Grand  Master,  referred  to  th« 
Board  of  General  Purposes,  who  do  not  appear  to  have  reported  upon  it 
at  the  communication  under  review,  and  we  presume  have  reserved  the 
matter  for  their  next  annual  report. 

The  v.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  of  $420  t4  current 
account,  and  a  "widow's  and  orphan's  fund"  of  $3,096  98. 

The  V.  W.  Grand  Secretary  made  an  able  and  interesting  report,  giving 
ample  statistical  information  and  suggesting  needful  measures  for  consid- 
eration of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Upon  the  favorable  report  of  the  **  Board  of 
General  Purposes,"  the  following  Grand  Lodges  were  by  rosolutioQ 
greeted  with  cordial  and  fraternal  recognition,  viz. :  The  Grand  Lodges 
of  "Indian  Territory,"  "Dakota,"  ^'Wyoming,"  "Manitoba,"  and 
••Prince  Edward's  Liland." 

No  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  but  provision  made  for  such  re- 
ports in  future. 


OBAXD  OmCXBS  XZ^KCT. 

M.  W.  Frederick  Williams  (re-elected) Grand  Master 

V.  W.  Eli  Harrison  Jr Grand  Secretary 

(Brother  C.  Bi.  Chambers,  late  Grand  Secretary,  having  been  elected  K. 
"W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.) 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 8 

Initiated 18 

Pawed 17 

Raised 15 

Affiliated. 26 

Dimittod H 

Died 4 

Gf  Enrolled  M.  Masons 312 


•« 

*« 
<« 
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CALIFORNIA- 

The  twenty-sereDth  (27)  Annoal  Commanication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  California  was  held  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  com- 
mencing October  10th  and  closing  October  14th,  (A.  L.  5876)  A.  D.  1876. 
Present,  with  most  of  the  regular  Grand  Officers  in  their  stations,  and 
Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  representatives  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
chartered  Lodges,  also  delegates  from  three  Lodges  under  di9pensaiion{7) 

It  has  been  for  several  yenrs  past  our  pleasant  duty  to  read,  digest  and 
comment  upon  the  doings  of  Grand  Lodges  as  presented  in  their  regular 
annual  reports,  and  we  have  reckoned  those  of  California  as  of  special 
importance  and  interest  in  our  routine  of  'inspection  and  review**  hereto- 
fore. The  present  volume  is  not  less  interesting  than  its  predecessors, 
and  we  gteet  it  with  the  welcome  of  former  years. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Mills  Bbowne  delivered  a  very  interesting 
address,  treating  of  many  subjects  specially  important  in  that  jurisdic- 
tion, and  expressing  very  forcibly  many  thoughts  applicable  to  the  Fra- 
ternity at  large.  Our  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  utility  of  this  address 
may,  indeed,  be  inferred  from  the  freedom  with  which  we  shall  appropri- 
ate (by  quotations)  its  sentiments.  We  quote  from  the  address  as  fol- 
lows (using  our  own  **  headings,")  viz  : 

CENTENNIAL  BETBOSPECT. 

**One  hundred  years  ago  the  Federal  Convention  which  framed  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  Continental  (ingress  which  proclaimed  the  Declaration, 
were  composed  of  men  who,  with  few  exceptions,  were  Freemasons. 
When  reiterated  oppression  had  exhausted  the  patience  of  submission, 
when  repeated  solicitation  for  amelioration  and  redress  were  unheeded  or 
answerea  by  severer  and  other  impositions,  when  the  devotion  of  loy- 
alty was  unrecognized  and  unrewarded,  then,  and  then  only,  did  these 
moDf  united  in  a  bond  of  brotherhood — a  union  founded  for  the  relief  of 
mankind — set  forth  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality ;  liberty  which 
required  the  protection  of  intelligence  and  organization,  and  equality 
given  by  changing  loyalty  into  patriotism,  a  compelled  transfer  of  alleg- 
iance from  the  king  to  the  people  ;  and  to  the  maintenance  of  these  prin- 
ciples were  pledgea  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor. 

These  brethren,  founders  of  a  nation,  representing  the  noblest  senti- 
ments in  their  sympathy  with  popular  sufferings,  with  no  motive  save 
that  of  fidelity  to  honest  conviction,  by  the  example  of  patient  effort  and 
unremitting  sacrifice,  and  an  immovable  and  beautiful  faith,  made  their 
followers  unyielding  to  discouragement  or  defeat,  and  enabled  them,  in 
the  excitement  of  hope,  to  overcome  obstacles  almost  insuperable  and 
difficulties  theretofore  inexperienced,  so  that,  with  undauntea  determina- 
tion to  accomplish  and  unsnaken  confidence  in  the  final  triumph  of  right, 
they  obtained  a  crowning  success  and  secured  a  liberty  of  thought  and 
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action  which  gave  birth  to  the  political  Rystem  which  we  now  possefM. 
The  connection  between  the  Fraternity  and  the  history  and  growtnof  oar 
country  makes  it  an  appropriate  mention  in  this  the  cent4.mnial  period  of 
our  national  existence,  ana  the  centenary  of  civilization  in  Califcrnia. 

In  the  retrospect  of  the  past  century  it  would  seem  that  no  nation  has 
been  more  greatly  intrusted  with  destinies  which  have  had  universal  in- 
fluence, or  has  more  fully  realized  "that  grand  progress  which  is  bearing 
humanity  onwards  to  a  higher  iutelligonco  and  a  nobler  character."  The 
march  of  progress  has  been  noted  for  the  increase  of  population  and  area, 
the  extension  of  agriculture  by  force  of  immigration,  tue  enlargement  of 
foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  mechanical  invention  and  multiplication 
of  industries,  immense  products  and  marvelous  mineral  rcnources,  won- 
drous discoveries  in  science,  the  application  of  steam  and  electricity,  the 
cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  and  literature,  the  advancement  in  law,  medi- 
cine, philosophy,  social  science,  and  improvement  in  every  form,  the 
higher  standard  of  education,  reformatory  schemes  for  a  successful  con- 
test with  social  mischief,  the  establishment  of  special  institutions  for  the 
relief  of  affliction  in  its  particular  forms,  and  the  organization  of  a  variety 
of  societies  for  charitable  purposes,  mutual  aid  and  protection,  and  for 
the  enhancement  and  refinement  of  common  life.  These  achievements 
are  prominent  tests  of  a  higher  and  more  complete  civilization.  Surely , 
it  has  been  a  century  of  developmuut  without  parallel. 

During  this  period  Freemasonry  has  had  an  onward,  though  checkered, 
course.  The  itinerant  Lodges  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and  the  lew 
isolated  Lodges  of  particular  localities,  have  been  succeeded  by  Grand 
Lodges  with  nearly  nine  thousand  subordinates ;  members  who  were  lim-^ 
ited  to  hundreds  in  number,  are  now  counted  by  hundreds  of  thousands  ; 
and  the  humble  Lodge-rooms  have  been  supplanted  by  edifices  conspicu- 
ous for  architectural  beauty  and  grandeur.  For  a  brie^  period  fanaticism, 
hate,  and  intolerence  created  a  wild  anti-Masonic  excitement  in  certain 
sections  with  a  party  that  called  for  the  censure  and  condemnation  of 
Masons  ;  nay,  further,  for  their  proscription  and  exclusion  from  public 
office  or  trust  Beading,  not  breaking,  to  the  gale  which  raged  with  an 
almost  uncontrollable  fu]ry,  always  on  guard  against  menace  and  peril 
from  without,  denounced  by  church  and  persecuted  by  communities,  our 
noble  brotherhood  awaited  the  return  of  reason,  firm  in  the  belief  that 
truth  in  the  end  would  assert  itself,  and  that  it  would  come  lorth  from 
the  storm,  crippled  perhaps,  but  more  firmly  united  by  bonds  made  closer 
by  danger  ana  sneering. 

DISTUHBINO  CAUSES  kSD   EVILS  TO  BE  OVEEGOMS, 

One  has  been  of  general  prevalence.  I  have  reference  to  the  lack  of 
attendance  at  Lodge  meetings.  Many  apparently  believe  that,  without 
an  official  position,  there  is  no  necessity,  duty,  nor  obligation  which 
requires  their  presence — little  considering  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  counsel  or  by  the  display  of  a  zeal  that  warms  and  interest  that  pro- 
vokes renewed  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Master  and  his  ofiicers  to  give 
repute  and  efficacy  to  the  Ix)dge,  when  encouraged  and  stimulated  by  the 
assurance  that  their  efforts  are  appreciated.  Excuses  are  valued  in  pro- 
portion to  their  worth,  but  are  worthless  when  offered  by  the  indifferent, 
who  are  not  only  useless  but  positively  hurtful  to  the  Craft 
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Thou  come  tho  Dronish  or  holidny  Masons,  ever  on  the  alert  to  enjoy  a 
right  or  privilege,  but  never  working,  nor  seen  with  the  faithful,  except 
at  a  banquet  or  u  public  ceremony,  too  lukewarm  even  to  assist  in  the 
obsequies  of  a  deceased  brother — and  these  men  are  Masons.  Had  they  a 
realizing  view  of  their  position,  most  truly  could  they  acknowledge  and 
exclaim  with  quaint  old  Thomas  Fuller,  **Lord,  I  discover  an  arrant 
laziness  in  my  soul." 

Another  class  would  attend  were  the  workings  of  the  Lodge  made  more 
attractive,  and  this  leads  directly  to  the  many  times  repeated  recommend- 
ation that  greater  care  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  officers,  and  that  thoso 
officers  be  ever  active  and  efficient  in  duty  and  afifable  and  considerate  in 
their  relations  with  the  brethren.  That  one  is  simply  a  favorite  by  reason 
of  being  a  good  fellow,  in  common  parlance,  is  surely  no  qualification  in 
itself  for  the  important  position  of  Master,  but  dignity,  excellence,  and 
intelligence  are  essential  requisites,  combined  with  a  calm  and  judicial 
temper.  Masters  ought  to  have  enough  knowledge  of  the  work  and  lec- 
tures to  claim  and  attract  attention,  and  be  conversant  enough  with  law 
and  parliamentary  usage  to  have  their  nilings  properly  respected  and 
cheerfully  obeyed.  I  would  have  every  Master  so  well  acquainted  with 
his  duties  that  the  very  feeling  of  being  ri^'ht  will  constitute  power,  and 
then  the  brethren,  impressed  with  his  knowledge,  will  be  willing  to  yield 
a  ready  obedience.  Masters  must  be  Masters  in  their  work  of  adminis- 
tration, but  in  the  exercise  of  authority  the  rights  of  the  governed  are  to 
bo  heeded  and  protected,  and  tho  authority  is  to  be  acknowledged  and 
not  arrogantly  displayed.  Eesponsibilities  will  be  met  and  confidently 
treated,  if  the  assurance  of  being  correct  comes  from  sound  reasoning, 
derived  from  a  complete  acquaintance  with  the  subject  considered. 
Masters,  to  receive  the  respect  of  others,  must  so  act  that  they  can  hon- 
estly respect  themselves— not  only  practicing  the  greater,  but  the  lesser 
virtues — those  amenities  which  society  expects  and  the  gentle  in  manner 
perform,  and  in  the  exercise  of  command  they  should  be  mindful  that  to 
master  one's  self  is  the  first  condition  of  healthy  thought  and  action. 

Much  of  the  discord  which  at  times  unfortunately  is  found  in  Lodges, 
and  much  of  the  opprobrium  cast  by  tho  outer  world  upon  our  Order, 
can  be  traced,  without  deviation,  to  the  too  common  pmctice  of  receiving 
improper  material  into  our  community.  This  injury,  which  is  constantly 
perpetrated,  occasions  more  serious  results  in  its  efifect  upon  the  position, 
estimation,  and  propagation  of  Masonry  than  have  the  anathemas  of 
Home,  or  revilement  or  persecution  from  whatever  source  or  extent  The 
standard  of  qualification  is  too  often  departed  from,  either  from  hasty 
acceptation,  careless  investigation  of  character,  or  the  mistaken  policy  of 
seeking  quantity  rather  than  quality.  It  has  happened  that  a  paucity  of 
funds  in  the  treasury  has  caused  a  lenity  that  otherwise  would  not  per- 
tain, contrary  to  the  rigor  that  ought  always  to  have  enforcement 
Again,  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  are  other  objects  sought  to  be 
attained  by  our  institution  besides  making  Masons,  which  is  too  com* 
monly  regarded  as  the  main  object  Candidates  ought  to  possess  positive 
not  negative  traits,  and  be  estimated  for  the  good  done  rather  than  the 
evil  avoided.  As  long  as  these  causes  exist,  the  effect  will  continue  ;  but 
could  this  noxious  element  be  removed,  no  greater  advantage  could  be 
acquired.  Every  Lodge  is  responsible  to  the  Fraternity  for  the  quality 
of  material  furnished  :  it  has  the  inspection  and  the  shaping,  and  if  im- 
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perfectionR  are  discovered,  the  blame  of  acceptance  resto  with  the  Lodge. 
The  remedy  for  this  diBcased  coudition  will  be  found  in  the  refuHal  of  the 
individual  brother,  or  the  committee,  to  recommend  until  Ruflicient  time 
or  trouble  in  taken  to  scrutinize  reputation,  aRcertaiuing  not  only  the 
recent  but  the  remote  conduct  of  the  applicant ;  for  there  can  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  any  negligence  or  haste,  and  no  permisMiblo  avoidance  of  the 
duty,  in  every  case  which  presents  a  doubt,  to  give  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  to  the  Fraternity. 

Another  cause  that  disturbs,  and  to  some  extent  paralyzes,  the 
action  of  Lodges  is  the  indiscriminate  or  porsistent  use  of  the  black- 
ball in  cases  wnich  show  it  to  be  the  effect  of  prejudice  and  the  mani- 
festation of  power  used  to  gratify  an  ignoble  feeling ;  and  it  is  the  peculi- 
arity and  misfortune  of  some  Lodges  to  be  placed  under  circumstances 
such  as  these.  It  is  a  necessity,  nay,  further,  it  is  tpi  obligatory  duty 
to  employ  the  black  ball  in  every  case  where  a  requisite  qualification  is 
wanting  ;  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  act,  when  resulting  from 
perijoual  or  private  motives  exclusively,  in  its  application  to  the  worthy, 
as  selfish,  illiberal,  uncharitable  and  unmasonic,  and  I  think  that  no  im- 
partial brother  will  deny  the  assertion.  Let  us  instance  a  case.  A  peti- 
tioner, who,  although  possessed  of  a  sufficiency  of  good  qualities  to 
authorize  his  reception,  has,  in  some  manner  and  at  some  time,  so  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  a  brother  that  the  latter,  actuated  solely  by  per- 
sonal dislike,  casts  the  negative  vote,  and  thus  deprives  a  proi)er  man  of 
Masonic  advantages  and  the  Lodge  oif  an  additional  worthy  member.  Or, 
as  has  occurred,  a  brother,  disappointed  in  his  ambition  for  preferment, 
or  because  some  intimate  friend  has  been  rejected,  or  because  certain 
proceedings  are  in  opposition  to  his  views,  determines  that  none  shall  be 
admitted,  rejoices  in  his  power  to  inflict  injury  and  continuously  exercises 
it,  and  thus  permits  his  petty  malice  to  interrupt  harmony,  clog  aqd 
weaken  action,  while  he  continues  the  mis(.'hief.  regardless  of  the  sore- 
ness and  murmuring  within  the  Lodge  and  of  its  unhappy  reputation 
without  This  is  no  exaggeration,  no  supposable  case,  but  a  reality.  Oh, 
would  that  such  a  brother  might  have  sympathy  to  make  his  views  just 
and  charitable  and  exeicise  forgiveness,  the  essence  of  brotherhood,  and 
iu  self-denial  acauire  a  self-mastery,  so  that  he  may  not  suffer  a  private 
pique  to  reject  wnen  the  united  will  of  the  brethren  would  elect.  The 
direct  remedy  for  this  not  unfrequcnt  grievance  is  in  the  keeping  of  this 
unmasonic  Mason,  but  a  more  careful  selection  of  material  in  the  future 
will  obviate  the  necessity  for  a  remedy. 

A  common  cause  of  trouble  is  the  tardy  or  non-payment  of  dues,  the 
foriiier  producing  pecuniary  embarrassment,  and  the  latter,  at  times, 
certain  complicationii  incident  to  the  death  of  a  suspended  member. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  feeble  attendance  at  funerals,  but  I  have  not 
been  informed  of  any  diminution  of  members  at  banquets.  We  all  have 
to  confess,  at  some  period  of  our  Masonic  life,  to  have  been  humiliated  in 
witnessing  funerals  where  the  absence,  or  the  apparently  reluctant 
presence  «f  brethren,  was  noticed  and  remarked  upon  by  the  criticising 
profane.  It  is  rightly  to  be  expected  that  every  member  who  can, 
will  attend,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  a  meagre  attendance  is 
sufficiently  common  to  cause  these  remarks. 

We  also  quote  a  few  of  his  most  important 
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Dxcisionb: 

That  in  a  case  where  two  members  of  the  committee  reported  laYombly 
at  two  stated  meetings  a^on  the  petition  of  a  candidate,  and  the  other 
member,  being  absent,  instructed  a  brother  to  report  unfavorably  for 
him,  it  was  proper  to  proceed  to  ballot,  as  all  reports  must  be  made  in 
writing,  and  the  power  of  reporting  verbally  cannot  be  delegated  to  a 
proxy. 

That  a  hump-backed  person,  in  all  other  respects  of  natural  physical 
conformation,  is  eligible  for  initiation,  as  the  words  "not  deformed**  in 
the  General  Begulations  should  be  restricted  to  those  cases  where  the 
deformity  amounts  to  an  inability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  ritual; 
which  construction  is  supported  by  the  remainder  of  the  sentence,  inas- 
much as  the  deformity  of  a  hump-back  does  not  prevent  his  ability  **to 
conform  literally  to  what  the  several  degrees  recj^uire,**  and  this  explana- 
tion is  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institution. 

I  was  obliged  to  reprove  a  Lodge  for  habitually  receiving  applications 
for  the  degrees  without  the  accompanying  fees,  it  being  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  requirpments  of  the  statute.  As  a  probable  result  of  such 
irregularity,  an  embarrassment  had  occurred,  and  my  decision  being 
solicited  in  consequence,  the  occasion  was  improved  to  ac<}uaint  the 
Lodge  that  no  repetition  of  the  disobedience  must  occur,  else  it  would  be 
my  painful  duty  to  subject  it  to  discipline. 

In  several  instances  my  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fSetct  that  when 
one  Lodge  had  assisted  a  member  of  another,  and  forwarded  a  bill  for  the 
sum  expended,  no  reply  to  the  notification  was  received  until  my  letter 
asking  for  an  explanation  of  the  remissness  had  caused  the  response.  As 
the  chief  object  of  our  society  is  to  relieve  its  suffering  members,  and  as 
assistance  rendered  by  one  Lodge  to  a  member  of  another  is  only  doing 
that  which  it  would  have  done  to  one  of  its  number  under  a  like  circum- 
stance, it  appears  singular  that  there  should  ever  occur  a  delay  in  the 
courteous  acknowledgment  of  the  aid  bestowed,  even  if  it  be  a  question 
as  to  the  duty,  propriety,  or  ability  of  paying  for  the  same.  Frequently 
it  is  burdensome  and  annoying  for  a  Lodge  to  have  calls  made  upon  its 
treasury  in  favor  of  an  indiflEerent,  or  perhaps  worthless  member,  who  is 
delinquent  for  dues  and  may  have  been  uniformly  inattentive  to  his 
duties  as  a  Mason;  but  if  that  member  is  suffered  to  continue  delin(^uent, 
unworthy,  and  remiss,  the  fault  lies  in  his  Lodge  in  permitting  him  to 
remain  in  good  standing;  and  when,  it  may  be,  by  his  own  vices  and 
inherent  worthlessness,  he  becomes  distressed  and  a  subject  for  charity, 
the  sister  Lodge  in  whose  vicinity  he  is  found,  in  bestowing  needful  com- 
fort in  the  knowledge  that  he  is  borne  a  member  of  a  neighboring  Lodge, 
ought  at  least  to  receive  a  due  recognition  of  its  fraternal  action,  even  if 
it  is  eventually  learned  that  the  object  thereof  was  unworthy. 

NO  BANQUETS  FROM  IX>DOE  FUNDS. 

I  have  been  obliged  in  two  instances  to  caution  officers  against  the  ex- 
penditure of  IxKlge  funds  for  suppers  or  other  festivities,  given  either  to 
compliment  newly  installed  officers,  or  to  interest  and  draw  brethren  from 
their  supiueness,  or  even  to  excite  the  curiosity  and  attract  the  attention 
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of  the  sociable  pro&ne,  with  intent  to  derive  therefrom  numerical  and 
financial  advantage.  I  had  only  to  refer  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  1873,  making  Liodges  gather  and  hold  their  funds  for  the  promotion  of 
purpooes  Btrictly  Masonic,  with  emphatic  prohibition  of  any  diBburae- 
ment  not  in  accord  with  such  purposes;  and  I  directed  that  henceforth 
Lodge  moneys  must  be  so  held  that  if  festivities  are  wanted  and  had,  the 
participants  alone  must  be  responsible  for  the  cost. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  not  only  cherishes  existing  charitable  organ- 
izations, but  recommends  additional  effort  in  that  direction  by  adding  a 
"widow's  and  orphan's  fund,"  as  follows: 

You  will  be  presented  with -the  re|X)rt8  of  the  San  Francisco  and  other 
MaAonic  Boaras  of  Belief,  exhibiting  amounts  received,  numbers  relieved, 
and  the  actual  financial  condition,  the  truest  criterion  of  the  labor  per- 
formed and  results  obtained  bv  these  our  only  regularly  organized  char- 
itable associations.  As  we  advance  in  population  so  the  colls  for  aid 
have  proportionate  increase,  necessitating  enlarged  sources  of  revenue; 
and  hence,  you  will  readily  understand  why  the  fields  of  action  are 
broader  and  why  additional  means  are  required  now  more  than  in  the 
past.  Be  not  unmindful  of  the  disinterested  activity  of  the  disbursers 
of  these  charities  and  of  their  continued  efforts  and  patient  investiga- 
tions to  discriminate  between  the  deserving  and  the  unworthy,  and  thus 
to  judiciously  execute  their  trust.  Therefore,  let  your  appreciation  of 
the  services  given  be  shown  in  the  confidence  and  encouragement  af- 
forded by  liberal  supplies.  Established  in  early  days  for  the  benefit  of 
distressed  brethren,  either  to  remove  immediate  need  or  to  aid  in  iho 
procurement  of  employment,  with  no  national,  sectional,  nor  local  pref- 
erence, these  Boards  of  Relief  have  been  maintained  until  the  present, 
and  thus  tar  we  have  no  developed  plan  for  any  other  system.  If ,  as  I 
hope,  I  may  have  carried  with  me  some  degree  of  your  concurrence  in 
these  opinions,  I  can  confidently  expect  that  the  yearly  appropriation 
will  be  increased. 

I  have  recommended  liberal  appropriations  for  charitable  disburse- 
ments, recognizing  therein  the  realization  of  the  great  law  of  duty  to 
help  the  unfortunate,  so  eminently  characteristic  of  the  primary  object 
of  our  society,  which  aims  at  practical  rather  than  ideal  excellence,  and 
inculcates  the  giving  of  real  benefits  in  place  of  sentimental  sympathy  to 
the  destitute  or  suffering.  It  has  been  happily  said  that  '*coin  is  the 
sinews  of  war/'  and  in  this  age  of  usefulness,  when  one  is  ever  looking 
for  results,  coin  is  as  essential  to  the  propagation  of  Masonic  principles, 
and  their  exhibition  in  practice  consonant  with  theory,  as  it  is  for  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  any  public  or  private  enterpri^.  No  mat- 
ter how  beautiful  may  be  the  theory,  it  is  the  application  which  determ- 
ines its  worth,  and  the  profane's  opinion  of  Masonry  will  naturally  be 
formed  by  a  knowledge  of  its  acts  in  agreement  with,  or  in  opposition  to, 
its  professions.  These  remarks  are  but  prefatory  to  the  enunciation  of 
the  proposition  that  the  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  accumulate  funds,  the  ex- 
penditure of  which  would  demonstrate  the  advantage  and  utility  of  Free- 
Masonry;  and  the  capital  and  cardinal  point  of  the  proposition  is  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  this  Grand  Ix>dge  ought  to  nave  a  Widow's 
and  Orphan's  Fund.  This  topic  is,  in  my  belief,  of  deep  moment  and 
worthy  of  your  careful  consideration;  and  m  the  exercise  of  your  guard- 
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ianship  of  the  Bnbordinate  Lodges,  the  exnmple  given  would,  I  think, 
have  A  fruitful  imitation.  I  will  offer  no  suggestions  regarding  the 
source  from  whence  this  fund  is  to  emanate  —this  and  all  details  pertain- 
ing to  its  establishment  being  reserved  for  after  thought — only  introduc- 
ing the  subject  to  your  notice,  inviting  your  action,  and ,  if  approved,  re- 
lying upon  your  wisdom  to  devise  means  for  its  creation  and  continuance. 

These  (the  above)  are  excellent  views,  and  touch  us  in  a  very  tender 
spot  What  is  Masonry  without  charity  ?  and  how  can  we  be  charitable 
without  preparation,  method,  and  arrangement?  The  work  of  benevo- 
lence is  peculiarly  a  Masonic  diiiy^  and  yet  that  duty  cannot  be  performed 
fully  and  truly  without  pre-arrangement  and  organization,  such  as  is  im- 
plied in  the  creation  of  "Funds"  devoted  to  specific  charity — theprodud 
cf  united  effort. 

He  alludes  in  the  following  happily  expressed  eulogy  to  the  death  of 

PAST  GBAND  MASTEB  CHABLES  MABSH, 

''Who  died  on  the  28th  of  April,  1876,  alluding  to  him  as  a  pioneer  in  cit- 
izenship and  in  Masonry,  and  closely  identified  with  interests  |>ertaining 
to  the  commonwealth  and  to  the  Fraternity.  His  devotion  to  the  honor 
and  wellare  of  the  Craft,  his  sturdy  and  unyielding  championship  for  its 
cause,  and  his  earnest  labors  for  its  successful  progress,  enabled  him  to 
merit  and  receive  its  highest  honors.  Gifted  with  clear,  strong,  good 
sense,  pure  in  personal  qualities,  a  combination  of  intellectual  and  moral 
rectitude,  he  with  credit  presided  over  the  counsels  and  administered  the 
afiiEiirs,  at  different  times,  of  the  several  Grand  Bodies  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion. You  will  gratefully  remember  his  constant  attendance  at  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  the  ability  and  fidelity  which  characterized  his  dispo- 
sition of  questions  appertaining  to  jurisprudence  and  finance;  and  you 
will  recall  his  cordiality  of  manner  and  unaffected  kindness  of  heart, 
with  a  presence,  not  showy  nor  superficial,  but  amiable,  as  if  actuated  by 
a  generous  nature,  and  reliable,  as  if  supported  by  fearless  truthfulness. 
His  own  nature  was  of  a  gentle,  humane,  unselfish  quality — modest, 
earnest,  and  steadfiist— faithful  to  friends,  charitable  to  opponents,  and 
always  active  in  human  duty.  His  life  was  a  solid  good  to  societies 
founded  for  benevolence." 
And  touchingly  announces  also  the  recent  death  of 

p.   D.    G.    M.    B£NJ.    HOBTOK  FREEMAN, 

Of  whom  he  thus  speaks: 

He  also  was  a  pioneer,  and  during  his  long  and  prosperous  career  in 
this  State,  was  closely  allied  with  religious,  political,  and  benevolent  as- 
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BociationR.  For  five  years  as  Master  of  CaUfomia  Lodge  No.  1»  and  as  a 
member  and  President  of  the  Masonio  Board  of  lielief  of  8an  Frnncisco, 
possesHed  of  an  ainiablo  quality  ol  tempyr,  cordial  address,  and  sincerity 
of  purpose  and  action,  he  gi:»ve  ettrueNt  and  valuable  labors  for  the  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity  of  these  institutions.  His  long  and  faithful 
attachment  to  the  Craft  was  acknowledged  and  rewarded  by  you  in  suc- 
cessively making  him  Junior  and  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  Deputy 
Grand  Master;  and  you  know  the  fidelity  with  which  he  filled  these  of- 
fices and  discharged  their  important  trusts.  His  habits  were  simple,  fru- 
gal, and  temperate.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  practical,  he  employed  thrift 
ami  methodized  life;  upright  and  honest,  he  was  a  useful  and  respected 
citizen;  morally  strong  and  religiously  steadfast,  ho  W2is  devoted  to  the 
Fraternity,  and  in  adhering  to  its  teachings  and  principles,  ho  was  a  good 
Mason. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  closes  with  an  appropriate  apostrophy  to 

Masonr}%  with  an  extract  from  which  we  close  our  quotations,  viz. : 

Freemasonry,  while  it  has  always  placed  itself  in  hostile  array  against 
intolerance,  dogmatism,  and  bigotry,  is  ever  in  accord  with  the  progress- 
ive spirit  of  the  aqe.  Entertaining  no  views  of  impracticable  and  im|>os- 
sible  conditions,  it  does  not  pretend  to  settle  questions  which  agitate  po- 
litical and  religious  communities  -its  actual  mission  being  to  preserve  its 
own  imdeviating  course.  Men  and  actions  are  judged  with  equanimity; 
monil  instructions  are  inculcated;  and  in  its  very  nature  it  is  essentially 
in  harmony  with  the  declaration  of  nituml  and  revealed  religion. 
Btrong  in  the  assertion  of  its  own  truth,  it  is  the  uncompromising  enemy 
of  falsehood;  and,  having  nothing  to  defend  in  the  i^ast,  it  steadfastly 
ndheres  to  a  prescribed  course,  and  in  its  vitahty  and  durability  sees 
nothing  to  fear  in  the  future.  It  cherishes  that  which  is  good,  true,  and 
right,  awarding  to  each  a  proper  value,  and  has  an  ideal  of  social  perfec- 
tion^  to  the  attainment  of  which  it  incites  high  ennobling  thoughts,  and 
a  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  and  thus  in  the  enforcement  of  the  pure 
and  the  beautiful,  prepares  for  the  *'life  beyond  life." 

The  report  of  the  V.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  Alex.  Gurdon  Abell,  is,  as 
usual  with  his  official  papers  (including  his  inimitable  Minutes  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge),  dble^  comprehensive,  and  exhaustive. 

To  say  more  is  needless  to  say  less  were  truthless. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  Brother  Abell  is  still  "master  of  the  situa- 
tion," as  regards  Lodge  "returns,"  and  can  as  aforetime  close  his  report 
with  the  assurance: 

For  many  years  past  the  undersigned  has  been  able  to  report  that  the 
returns  from  all  the  Lodges  had  been  received,  and  that  their  dues  had 
all  been  paid.  He  is  not  less  fortunate  this  year,  and  he  congratulates 
the  Grand  tiodge  upon  the  ready  promptitude  of  a  very  large  proportion 
of  its  subordinates,  and  upon  Uie  willing  response  of  the  remainder  to 
the  pcrsoasive  epistles  of  its  corresponding  officer. 
An  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

ALEXANDER  G.  ABELL, 

Orand  Secretary, 
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The  report  of  Brother  James  Laidly,  V.  W.  Grand  TrGasurer,  exhibits 
a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $5,664  49,  after  the  nsool  liberal  diBbnrse* 
mentR,  an  increase  of  some  $2,400  00  over  the  balance  of  the  previous 
report  (187C). 

We  observed,  in  reading  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cali- 
fornia, many  excellencies  in  the  reports  of  officers  and  committees,  which 
we  had  mrtrked  for  comment,  bat  find  it  impossible  to  do  so  in  detail^  for 
want  of  space,  and  reluctantly  forego  that  pleasure. 

Brothdr  John  H.  C»  Borte,  Acting  Grand  Orator,  appointed  to  fill  that 
position  (in  the  absence  of  Brother  Aaron  A.  Sargent,  Grand  Orator  elect, 
detained  by  his  duties  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates),  delivered  an 
excellent,  yea,  eloquent,  address  on  (what  we  term)  the 

CX)i>]lELATION  OF  MA80NBT  AMD  OTHEB  OBOANIZATIONS, 

From  which  we  extract  a  few  beautiful  thoughts,  elo<iuently  and  forcibly 
expressed: 

But  we  are  not  content  with  negations,  for  Masonry  is  related  to  other 
organizations  in  a  kindly  and  more  affectionate  mannei.  We  do  not 
mean  that  the  Order  professes  to  go  out  of  its  waj'  with  unctuous  prom« 
iaf^B  of  fellowship,  for  Masonry  promises  the  world  but  one  thing — that  it 
will  mind  its  own  business.  The  make-up  of  Masonry,  the  principles 
and  practical  work  of  the  Order,  are  pre-eminently  co-operative  with  all 
other  organizations  that  have  the  welfare  of  man  at  heart  The  Order, 
especially  in  all  new  countries,  is  the  efficient  forerunner  of  all  organiza- 
tions, as  is  proved  by  the  facts  of  history  and  the  nature  of  Masonic 
principles.  The  pioneers  of  California  lefl  behind  them  everything  not 
needed  for  mere  bodily  sustenance;  they  stripped  themselves  for  a  hand- 
to-hand  wrestle  with  nature,  and  grappled  with  all  the  difficulties  of  a  life 
at  that  time  unknown  to  our  race.  Both  Church  and  State  were  impossi- 
ble things,  but  the  Masonic  Lodge  was  a  natural  and  easy  efflorescence. 

In  this  aboriginal  state,  Masonry  taught  men  reverence  for  God  and  fil- 
ial trust  in  His  providence,  tmd  enforced  among  thousands  a  recognition 
of  the  claims  of  the  Divine  Government  Young  men  were  received  into 
Lodges  and  constantly  reminded  of  the  teachings  of  sainted  mothers, 
while  their  hearts  were  kept  fresh  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  sacraments 
and  ordinances  of  the  Church.  The  Lodge-room,  in  camps  and  canons, 
in  villages  and  towns,  furnished  young  and  old  with  a  place  of  refuge,  a 
substitute  for  the  saloon  and  the  gambling  den,  turning  thousands  from 
the  open  gates  of  social  hells.  In  the  absence  of  thorough  organization 
in  the  State  goyemment  Masonry  served  as  a  moral  police,  remonstrating, 
persuading — creating  a  public  opinion  in  favor  of  good  citizenship.  Nor 
did  Masour}',  in  the  absence  of  school  and  college,  fail,  by  charges  and 
lectures,  to  keep  alive  the  love  of  learning.  Are  we  not  right  in  saying 
that  Masonry  was  ^e  efficient  forerunner  of  the  Church,  the  Family,  the 
State,  the  School,  the  College?    And  when  these  organizations  came,  Ma- 


1877.]  APPENDIX.  95 

Boniy,  with  gracefal  dignity,  yielded  them  all  the  gfonnd  they  conld  oc 
cnpy,  and  its  members  Were  foremoRt  in  the  councils  of  Church  and 
State — mighty  factors  in  the  development  of  educational  systems. 

But  further:  Masonryi  by  its  very  constitution,  spirit,  and  work  gitea 
positive  reinforcement  to  all  good  institutions,  and  is  to-day  a  training* 
school  which  furnishes  a  ctiltare  not  elseWhete  attainable;  a  training  with-* 
out  which  neither  Church  nor  State,  science  nor  philosophy,  can  further 
go.  The  first  century  of  onr  national  life  was  a  reaction  against  that 
spirit  and  method  of  organization  which  had  overwhelmed  individualism 
and  made  man  a  dead  cog  in  a  living  wheel,  an  automaton  in  the  hands 
of  skilled  manipulators;  it  was  a  revolt  against  that  tyranny  of  ojganiza^ 
tion  which  furnished  men  with  principles^  opinions,  opportunities,  and 
massed  them  to  unthinking  toil. 

The  logic  of  history,  the  natural  evolution  of  principles,  the  providence 
of  God,  and  the  conchtions  of  our  people,  imposed  upon  this  cnild  of  the 
World's  old  age,  the  duty  of  emancipating  the  individual  personality  of  man$ 
and  the  nation  wafi  in  perfect  sympathy  with  its  task  from  the  hour  of  its 
birth.  In  sturdy  self-reliance,  and  with  trust  in  God,  our  people  grappled 
With  the  wilderness,  to  conquer,  each  for  himself,  a  kingdom  where  he 
might  be  master.  And  the  pioneers,  from  the  surf  of  the  Atlantic  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  iteised  and  trained  sons  and  daughters  who  rejoiced 
in  their  untrammeled  individual  life.  Grand  indeed  has  been  the  suc- 
cess of  this  sublime  revolt  against  the  despotisms  of  former  ages.  All 
honor  to  this  emancipated  personality  which  absorbs  the  vitalities  of 
nature  and  hesitates  at  no  encounter,  whether  it  be  with  the  laws  of 
nature  or  the  battalions  of  consolidated  despotisms. 

But,  alas,  we  have  shot  beyond  the  mark,  we  have  overleaped  onrselvesi 
and  produced  an  excess  of  individualism  that  threatens  us  with  the  loss 
of  all  our  gains.  This  excess  of  individualism  is  the  veir  essence  of  dis* 
organization— disorganization  in  thought  and  work;  ana  disorganization 
is  deaith.  Crowned  with  success  in  gigantic  enterprise,  this  excessive  in- 
dividualism ventures  in  speculative  thought  where  trained  intellects  daTe 
not  tread,  and  raises  the  question  whether  there  is  any  value  in  human 
experience,  any  truth  in  aggregated  thought,  any  growth  and  coherency 
in  principles.  This  self-willed  individualism  declares  that  it  is  competent 
to  inaugurate  new  and  original  systems  of  science,  religion,  and  philoso- 
phy; it  knows  no  ancient  landmarks,  but  claims  creative  power  m  every 
department  of  thought 

As  a  natural  result  of  this  revolt  against  the  historic  connections  of 
thought,  the  fundamental  relations  of  principles,  we  have,  as  a  people,  no 
longer  fixed  convictions  in  politics,  religion,  momls,  or  science^  In  other 
words,  this  rampant  individualism  has  lost  its  way,  wanders  in  a  white 
fog  of  profound  uncertainty,  and  is  the  forenmner  of  decay.  And  still 
further,  this  excess  of  individualism  threatens  us  with  a  universal  insub- 
ordinaUon  and  inability  to  co-operate  in  the  afiO^irs  of  life.  Our  young 
men  too  often  recoil  from  business  because  unwilling  to  be  subjected  to 
the  exacting  laws  of  trade.  Husbands  and  wives  are  discordant  and 
divorces  are  frequent  because  of  an  excess  of  individualism.  At  the  same 
time  the  increasing  density  of  our  population  and  the  decrease  of  indi- 
vidual opporttmity,  exact  of  our  people  a  decree  ot  associated  effort  which 
requires  the  drill  and  tn^ning  of  a  soldier  m  the  ranks.  Can  we  train 
this  excessive  individualism  to  just  subordination  to  the  laws  of  thought 
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and  tho  rcqaircments  of  associated  eflfort,  without  weakening  that  grand 
personal  vitality  of  which  we  arcs  so  justly  proud?  This  is  the  problem  of 
the  second  century  of  our  national  life. 

As  Free  and  Accepted  ^lasons  wo  boldly  claim  that  our  Order  ineul- 
cates  principles  and  prjictices  thot  are  pre-eminently  corrective  of  these 
excesses;  that  its  very  essence  is  just  subordination;  that  Masonry  is  a 
training-school  which  drills  personality  without  affecting  its  just  inde- 
pendence. As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Order  receives  men  from  every  depart- 
ment of  life,  trains  them  to  co-operative  habit«,  and  sends  them  back  to 
their  work,  capable  of  knowing  their  place  and  station,  capable  of  manly 
obedience.  And  thus  we  find  that  Masonry  is  indeed  co-operative  in  itH 
character;  that  it  lends  a  helping  hand  to  every  human  organization;  that 
it  gives  a  blessing  to  all  associated  life.  Aye,  Masonry  is  a  training-school 
for  an  age  which  needs  training  more  than  it  needs  vitality— an  age  whose 
vigor  outnms  its  power  of  combination.  If  we  are  right  in  our  premises 
and  facts,  Masonry  is  one  of  the  civilizing  forces  of  our  age,  and  stands 
as  a  co-worker  with  other  organizations,  helpful  to  all,  antagonistic  to 
none. 

A  few  words  more,  and  I  shall  litave  with  you  the.se  rudely  framed  sug- 
gestions, and  deposit  in  your  hands  this  rough  ashlnr,  trusting  that  it 
may  bi'come,  by  your  own -patient  elaboration,  a  perfect  stoue,  fit  for 
some  place  in  the  temple  of  Masonic  thought. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  we 
are  living  under  conditions  unknown  to  our  fathers,  and  not  fully  com- 
prehended by  ourselves.  The  populations  of  the  earth  constitute,  in  this 
ago,  but  one  iiation,  for  humanity  is  now  goveined  more  by  occult  prin- 
ciples, good  and  bad,  than  by  hierarchies.  Systems  strongly  pushed  in 
America,  touch  the  life  of  tho  world;  principles  broached  in  one  place, 
penetrate  tho  center  and  circumference  of  human  existence;  ideas  which 
once  -wrought  among  isolated  nations,  now  invade  the  whole  compass  of 
human  thought;  and  to-day,  all  the  systems  that  the  world  has  ever  known 
are  engaged  in  subtle  conflict  everywhere,  each  with  all  the  rest. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented  by  Bro.  William  Hill, 
chairman,  who  after  an  interregnum  of  two  years  resumes  the  reportorial 
chair  so  ably  filled  by  him  in  former  years.  This  report  reviews  the  pro- 
ceedings of  fifty-two  Grand  Lodges,  and  is  in  style  and  matter  worthy  of 
the  well  earned  reputation  of  its  author  and  constitutes  a  notable  feature 
of  tho  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  for  1876.  We 
almost  envy  Bro.  Hill  his  easy  flow  of  pleasant  and  judicious  commentary 
on  the  subjects  claiming  his  attention  in  this  report,  and  have  read  it 
with  both  pleasure  and  profit. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  Alabama,  1875,  at  some  length  and  with 
very  acc-eptable  courtesy;  comments  upon  the  annual  address  of  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  Wilson  as  "rather  brief  but  well  written,"  reproducing  as 
of  general  interest  many  of  his  official  decisions.  We  thank  Bro.  Hill  for 
his  pleasant  words  of  recognition  and  encouragement  to  the  writer  in  his 
first  essay  as  a  reporter  as  well  as  for  tho  publicity  given  to  the  sontimonts 
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of  that  report  by  his  free  quotations  therefrom— and  though  oautioned  by 
his  modesty  to  desist,  cannot  refrain  from  reproducing  his  kindly  greet- 
ing, as  follows; 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corn^pondence  was  Bro.  W.  T. 
Walthall,  but  his  pressing  duties  preventing  the  preparation  of  the 
annual  report,  the  task  fell  upon  anotlier  member— Bro.  Oliver  S.  Beers — 
who  commences  with  an  humble  a}>ology.  This,  however,  waH  uunoces- 
Bary,  for  the  paper  before  us  is  evidence  that  the  * 'mantle  of  lUijah"  had 
fallen  upon  the  shoulders  of  a  well  qualified  Elisha.  The  report  occupies 
one  hundretl  and  thirty  pc^?^  of  the  proceeding^,  and  is  not  one  page  too 
long.  It  is  as  well  written  and  as  able  a  review  as  we  have  found.  The 
proceedings  of  forty-three  Grand  Lodges  are  presented,  that  of  California 
for  1674  among  the  number.  ' 

All  too  partial  though  it  be.  From  these  low  grounds  of  the  Gulf  coast 
may  this  pleasant  Hill  episode  lure  our  hesitating  feet  to  attempt  to  scale 
even  the  heights  of  California  attainments. 

But  we  have  lingered  already  too  long  at  the  €k>lden  Gate  and  must  on 
to  other  pressing  duties: 

OILLND  OITIGKBS  ELSCT. 

M.  W.  John  Mills  Brown,  M.  D.,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

V.  W.  Alex.  Gurdon  Abell Grand  Secretary, 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 198 

U.  D 3 

Initiated 680 

"       Passed 600 

Baised 650 

Affiliated 543 

Died 156 

Whole  number  of  enrolled  M.  M 11*  931 

COLORADO. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  convened  at  Denver,  on  Tuesday, 
the  19th  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1876,  holding  on  that  and  the  follow- 
ing day  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Communication. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Oreu  H.  Henry,  who  opened  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  ample  fOBM,  assisted  by  all  Grand  Officers  in  their  several 
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stations,  and  Reproaentatives  of  Seventeen  Subordinate  Lodges,  many 
visiting  Brethren,  and  several  P.  Grand  officers,  participating  in  the 
ceremonials.  The  proceedings  of  this  Communication  are  presented  in 
a  neat  and  handsomely  printed  pamphlet  of  some  56  pages,  exclusive  of 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  comprising  the  appendix.  The  business 
claiming  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  appears  to  have  been  of  such 
a  character  as  to  have  been  easily  dispatched  in  two  days,  though  we 
note  that  the  Committee,  in  charge  of  that  important  subject,  recom- 
mended the  postponemen^until  the  next  session  of  the  "feasible  proposi- 
tion" for  the  establishment  of  a  "Masonic  Asylum." 
•  We  hope  the  Asylum  project  will  not  be  lost  in  the  '*rubbi8h,"  and  shall 
expect  also  to  hear  something  more  of  the  admirable  project  reported  in 
1875  for  building  a  Masonic  Temple,  which  we  noted  approvingly  in  our 
last  review.  The  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  evidently  increasing,  as 
we  gather  from  the  judicious  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending the  loan  of  $2,000  00  from  available  balance  in  the  "general 
fund."  That  is  right;  make  it  grow  by  earnings;  but  it  will  grow  faster 
and  more  healthily.  Brethren,  if  you  adopt  some  useful  and  legitimate 
objecl  for  its  ultimate  appropriation— ^such  as  the  "Asylum  Temple"  for 
instance. 

A  report  and  motion  to  appropriate  money  to  the  "Washington 
National  Monument  Association"  elicited  considerable  discussion,  but  the 
subject  was  finally  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Dakota,  Manitoba,  Prince  Edwards  Island,  and 
Indian  Territory,  wero  recognized  and  "gbidly  welcomed." 

The  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  concise  and  well  written. 

We  quote  the  following  as  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  matter,  viz: 

I  am  liappy  to  say  that  all  is  harmony  and  peace  within  our  borders. 
The  Lodges  are  with  hardjy  an  exception  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and 
the  order  is  steadily  increasing  in  strength  and  iufinence.  Its  beneficent 
power  is  exerted  in  a  thousand  ways,  dift'using  its  blessings  on  all  who 
come  within  its  sphere.  Though  venerable  with  age  and  enriched  by  the 
history  and  tmditions  of  a  remote  past,  it  exhibits  to-day  all  tlie  freshness 
of  a  renewed  youth.  Though  the  most  conservative  of  human  institu- 
tions, it  adapt«  itKolf  to  everj'  changing  condition  of  life,  and  is  in  full 
accord  with  the  newest  developments  of  modem  society.  Based  on  the 
broadest  founcktions  underlying  the  nature  of  man,  no  change  of  country 
or  lapHe  of  time  can  destroy  its  symmetry,  impair  its  beauty,  or  weaken 
its  influence.  It  comes  to  every  man  with  a  restraining,  ennobling  and 
sustaining  power.  It  tenders  to  him  its  powerful  aid  in  his  endeavors  for 
self-improvement  It  encourages  and  aHsistn  him  in  his  efforts  for  suc- 
cess, and  in  his  hour  of  affliction  and  adversity,  comes  with  gentle  sym- 
pathy to  comfort  his  sorrows,  and  with  ever  ready  help  to  relieve  his 
needs.    When   illness   invades  his  frame,  assiduous   ministrationa  of 
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masonic  brethren  solace  his  enfiferings,  and  when  it  pleases  the  Supreme 
Baler  to  call  him  hence,  masonry  stands  ready  to  soothe  his  final  mo- 
ments and  tenderly  commit  his  mortal  remains  to  the  bosom  of  mother 
earth.  While  his  departure  is  comforted  by  the  asnnrance  that  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  shall  find  a  sore  protection  in  her  ever  present  care. 
Thos  in  life  and  in  death  oar  institution  stands  the  bounteous  source  of 
blessing  to  mankind. 

No  Report  on  Foreign  (Correspondence. 

OBAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Harper  M.  Orahood. Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Ed.  G.  P&rmelee,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 22 

(with  one  U.  D.) 

Initiated 126 

••        P&ssed 109 

"        Raised '. 99 

Rejected 63 

AflUiated 117 

Dimitted 60 

Died 10 

Enrolled  M.  M's. 1, 413 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  eighty  ninth  (89th)  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  convened  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th  of  January,  A.  D.,  1877.  Present— M.  W.  K  B. 
Bowe,  Grand  Master,  with  associate  Grand  Officers,  and  ''representatives 
of  a  quorum  of  Lodges"— opened  in  ample  form. 

The  annual  address  of  M.  W.  G.  IM^ter  Rowe  is  a  plain  and  sensible 
message,  rehearsing  the  events  of  the  year  and  suggesting  needed  legisla- 
tion. 

He  expresses  with  fervent  thanks  the  gratitude  due  to  Almighty  God  for 
manifold  blessings,  enumerating  among  others  these  special  xaercies,  viz: 

That  he  hath  given  us  a  spring-time  of  promise  and  a  harvest  of 
plenty. 

That  he  hath  permitted  us  to  live  in  this  our  country's  centennial  year, 
when,  as  a  nation,  we  have  opened  our  doors  to  the  Powers  of  the  world, 
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biddiug  them  hospitablo  entpance  to  our  land,  our  institutions,  and  our 
homes. 

That  the  peace  and  harmony  among  the  craft  prevails  to  an  unnsi^ 
degree,  not  ulono  within  our  own  jurisdiction,  but  throughout  our  lanil 
and  the  world. 

That  Freemasonrj',  notwithstanding  continued  and  bitter  attacks  are 
made  by  tht?  skeptical  and  bigoted  of  axil  lands,  to-day  shines  forth 
brighter  and  better,  a  wondertul  exemplification  of  the  surety  of  her 
foundations  ami  the  immortality  of  her  great  principles.  Brotherly  Love, 
Relief  and  Truth. 

He  refers  feelingly  to  the  death  of  R.  W.  G.  S.  D.  Alfred  J.  Bethel,  as 
that  of  a  "noble  and  true  friend  and  Brother,"  occurring  under  **painful 
circumstances. " 

His  oiBcial  acts  and  visitations  are  recounted  with  proper  recommenda- 
tions and  renewedly  commends  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  **  Masonic 
Chabity  Foundation  Fund,"  which  we  regret  to  observe  had,  after  urgent 
appeals  extending  over  several  years,  only  reached  a  total  of  $1,839  06. 
The  Grand  Master  is  evidently  not  pleased  ^ith  the  responses  to  his 
appeals  in  behalf  of  this  fund. 

He  speaks  of  the  application  of  the  *'Gran  Logia  De  La  Isla  De  Cuba — 
Habana''  for  recognition,  and  suggests  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  encour- 
aging two  Grand  Lodges  in  one  State,  though  evidently  inclined  to  make 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  in  favor  of  Cuba.  We  quote  his  remarks 
on  that  subject,  viz: 

The  unity  of  the  Brethren  in  a  state  under  one  Grand  Lodge  has 
always  been  held  desimble;  a  division  into  two  or  more  has  been  con- 
sidered deplorable.  American  Masons  have  been  educated  to  principles 
of  self-government  and  unity,  and  hold  that  the  Brethren  in  a  stite  are 
not  truly  Brethren,  unless  united  under  one  Grand  Lodge. 

An  eminent  >LiHon  and  writer  upon  this  subject  saj-B,  "Whenever  com- 
peting Grand  Lodges  have  existed  in  a  community,  the  standard  of 
Masonry  has  been  lowered  as  a  consequence  of  rivalry,  and  the  Masonic 
subordination  been  sadly  demomlized." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  however,  present  claims  that  at  once  appeal 
to  our  sympathies  and  sense  of  Masonic  justice,  and  although  seceders 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,  are  entitled  to  the  careful  hearing  and 
consideration  of  their  Masonic  Brethren  throughout  the  world.  A  proper 
conclusion  would  be  arrived  at,  it  seems  to  me,  by  a  satisfactory  solution 
of  this  question:  Shall  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  York  Rite  ignore  the 
Lodges  of  the  Scotch  Rite  (where  the  first  degrees  are  conferred)  to  recog- 
nize a  body  of  secederd  from  the  Scotch  Rite,  who  desire  to  be  acknowl- 
edged by  the  first-named  ? 

I  submit  to  your  careful  consideration  the  papers  accompanying  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  not  doubting  your  disposition  to  so  legislate,  that 
exact  justice  shall  be  meted  to  all  concerned. 

He  notices  judiciously  some  conflicting  questions  of  jurisdiction  be- 
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tween  Conneotictit  and  New  York,  as  well  as  occasions  for  the  exercise  of 

the  highest  prerogatives  of  his  office  in  treating  with  Subordinates.     He 

evidently  combines  the  "suavUer  in  nuxlo  with  the  fortUer  m  re,"  nor  is  he 

afiaid  of  censnre  or  responsibility.    Witness  his  closing  remarks: 

It  has  always  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  grant  the  requests  of  the 
Brethren,  when  I  could  do  so  without  conflicting  with  duty.  The  un- 
pleasant feature  of  your  Grand  Master's  position  is,  that  when  duty 
requires  an  official  act,  he  must  lay  aside  every  personal  consideration. 
My  aim  has  been  to  impartially  administer  the  law  and  spirit  of  Masonry; 
and  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut, 
has  been  my  constant  care.  For  my  official  acts  I  assume  the  responsi- 
bility, and  I  ask  of  this  Grand  Lodge  a  decided  expression^  either  of  ap- 
proval, or  the  contrary. 

We  find  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut 
under  review,  beyond  the  subjects  referred  to  in  our  extracts  from  the 

M.  W.  Grand  Blaster's  address,  of  general  interest;  indeed  tho  session 
was  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  matters  of  local  significance  and  routine 
work. 
No  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Edward  B.  ^we,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 118 

(and  1  U.  D. ) 

Initiated 461 

"        Passed 471 

"        Eaised 468 

««        Kejected 161 

Affiliated 91 

"        Beinstated 37 

"        Dimitted 142 

Stricken  firom  Boll 193 

Died 145 

Enrolled  M.  M's 15,  Oil 

DAKOTA. 

The  M.  W.  Gzand  Lodge  of  Dakota  met  in  its  Second  Annual  Com- 
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munication,  in  the  city  of  Yankton,  on  Tuesday,  June  13th,  1876,  and 
\nw  opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  W.  Grand  M«i8ter  Thomas  Henderson 
Brown,  assisted  by  Grand  Officers  (regular  and  pro  tein)  in  their  stations, 
and  the  representatives  of  six  Chartered  Lodges. 

The  proceedings  before  us  are  ezlemriUy  inviting,  being  bound  in  hand- 
somely colored  paper  with  neatly  printed  title,  but  inUmally  the  print  is 
marred  by  constantly  recurring  oblong  fifjures  representing  the  word 
Lodge  or  Lodges.  The  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  which  would 
otherwise,  and  printed  in  better  style,  have  afforded  us  pleasant  reading, 
is  rendered  almost  distasteful  by  these  oft  repeated  oblong  signs  of  the 
idea  Lodge.  It  is  essentially  a  Hieroglyphical  production  !  The  Grand 
Master  speaks  pleasantly  and  encouragingly  of  affairs  in  Dakota — albeit 
there  is  a  spec  of  cloud  in  the  horizon,  caused  by  two  Lodges  holding  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Lodge  in  defiance  of  the  rights  and 
dignity  of  our  young  sister  ot  Dakota.  This  difficulty  Minnesota  could 
and  should  aid  in  removing,  and  doubtless  will  do  so.  Grand  Master 
Brown  is  a  little  afflicted  with  the  centennial  gush,  and  has  taken  some- 
what to  negro  Masonry  '*ala"  Ohio,  and  yields  too  much,  we  think, 
to  the  precedents  established  by  Foreign  Grand  Bixiks. 

The  inspiration  of  independence  renewed  by  centennial  reminiscences 
and  associations  may  make  us  generous  to  the  oppressed,  struggling  for 
the  right  against  might;  but  our  nymjmthies  must  not  be  penoitted  to 
overstep  the  bounds  of  law  and  justice^  nor  force  us  to  recognize  that 
which  only  arrogates,  without  professing  claims  to  our  Masonic  consid- 
eration and  recognition.  The  Hessians  were  not  the  special  friends  of 
freedom  in  1776,  and  we  have  no  reason  in  1876  to  attribute  to  them  any 
special  love  for  Ameriam  institutions.  We  think  the  action  of  the 
"Oerman  Oraml  Lodge  League  "hy  interposing  in  the  controversy  as  to 
the  legitimacy  of  the  colored  Masonic  element  here,  is  an  unfair,  un- 
friendly, as  well  as  reckless  and  unfortunate  interference  with  a  domestic 
controversy  which  should  be  resented  rather  than  praised  by  our  brethren 
whose  hearts  are  aglow  with  centennial  fires.  Our  sympathies  are  with 
the  American  Grand  Lodges.  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  for  instance, 
who  are  fighting  manfully  against  German  interference  with  American 
rights  and  Masonic  proprieties  if  not  liberties. 

Apart  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Mjwter's  address,  the  proceedings  conttiin 
but  little  of  interest  or  suggesting  comment 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 
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GRAND  OFFICERB  SLICT. 


M.  W.  Bro.  H.  H.  Bliiir  Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Mark  W.  Bailey Grand  Secretary. 


STATISTICS. 


Namber  of  ("Tiartored  Lodges 6 

of  MiiHter  MaKons,   (Enrolled) 241 


(( 


DELAWAKE. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware  hold  its  Screnticth  (70th)  Annual 
Grand  Commanication,  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  on  the  4th  and  5th 
days  of  October,  A.  D.,  1870.  The  proceedings  reach  hh  in  a  neatly 
printed  pamphlet  of  75  pages,  from  which  we  gather  scch  items  as  appear 
to  US  of  general  interest,  remarking  that  the  business  transacted  was  for 
the  most  part  routipe  work,  having  reference  to  local  aflairs  mainly. 

The  Gnmd  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
GtK)rge  \V.  Chaytor,  whose  annual  address  ^s  an  able  and  comprehensiye 
message,  treating  of  many  subjects  of  material  interest,  including 
finances,  and  extending  his  reviews  to  several  topics  of  importance  to  the 
craft  everywhere,  including  *'c(dored  Mitsimn'* — or  as  we  prefer  to  call 
them  n&jro  Mcusons;  that  being  in  our  estimation  a  more  appropriate  as 
well  as  more  respectful  designation,  as  will  readily  occur  to  any  one  who 
appreciates  the  dignity  attaching  to  the  idea  of  Kace. 

He  is  strong  and  even  denunciatory  in  stating  his  objections  to  ''new 
day-new  duty''  departure  of  our  (as  we  think  erring)  brethren  of  Ohio, 
and  we  quote  some  of  his  remarks  on  that  subject,  viz: 

Here  you  observe  the  Grand  Master  of  Ohio  pleading  for  the  recognition 
of  n  body  whose  rise  and  progress  has  long  since  been  impartially  traced 
and  given  to  the  Craft;  and  it  appears  marvelous  that  so  distinguished  a 
^lason  should  be  ignorant  of  so  familiar  a  fact,  coutrtvry  to  the  almost 
nniversal,  I  think  1  may  say  universal  opinion,  (except  a  few  sfHynidic 
Masons,)  he  calls  them  legal  in  ei^nj  sense  of  tfie  term,  I  regret  very  much 
the  opening  up  of  this  dangerous  matti*r,  but  hoi>e  the  meml)crs  of  the 
Ohio  Grand  Lodge  will,  at  tlie  communication  this  month,  bury  the 
thing  so  deep  that  • 'resurrection  cannot  reach  it." 

I  yrinh  my  brethren  to  uudersl^xud  that  my  remarks  are  not  made  or  my 
opinion  based  upon  the  grounds  of  c(tJ/)r  or  n/ce.  for  Masonry  has  nothing 
to  do  with  either.  Our  Uind-nuirks  dotino  who  shall  be  Masons,  and  by 
these  li&ws  we  are  governed. 

Ko  matter  how  honest  and  sincere  the  present  bodies  of  negro  MasoDB 
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may  be,  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  clandestine.  And  it  is  need- 
less for  me  to  say  to  you  that  clandestine  lodges  are  without  the  pale  of 
recognition  by  regular  Grand  Lodges  or  their  subordinates.  The  action 
already  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  is  in  violation  of  law,  usage, 
and  custom,  and  that  if  any  such  step  had  been  taken  by  one  of  our 
lodges  it  would  cause  its  charter  to  be  arrested  and  all  the  members  taking 
part  therein  to  expulsion. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  Brother  Chaytor  intends  to  abide  by  and  enforce 
the  "landmarks*'  in  their  full  integrity.  He  appointed  a  commissioner 
to  visit  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  to  obtain  in- 
formation "on  masonic  matters,"  and  establish  reciprocal  interchanges 
of  reports,  etc.     From  this  mission  a  little  "unpleasantness  "  resulted,  as 

will  be  seen  in  the  annexed  extract  from  his  address,  viz  : 

•  *  *  *  •••#  •  * 

In  his  visit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  I  regret  he  was  so  unfor- 
tunate as  not  to  meet  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve is  a  genUetnan  and  a  Mason.  The  person  present,  and  representing 
himself  as  ih.Q  factotum  of  the  office,  was  a  £air  example  of  what  one  con- 
ceives to  be  the  character  of  such  a  creature.  Ho  was  rude  in  his  manner 
and  grossly  disrespectful  to  the  Representative  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
consequently  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Bro.  Mynich  learned  that  his  namo 
was  Bubs. 

What  a  name ! 

In  Scotland  and  Ireland  his  receptions  were  very  different  There  he 
was  fortunate  to  meet  not  only  Masons  but  gentlemen  who  extended  to 
him  every  courtesy  in  their  power.  For  which  I  beg  leave  to  return  my 
acknowledgments. 

Some  English  writer  delineates  a  chamcter  whose  objectionable  traits 
are  suggestively  embodied  in  the  name  of  i5M55-/u,9.9— perhaps  the  Buss, 
alluded  to  by  our  Bro.  of  Delaware,  inherited  his  fussy  rudeness  from 
this  distinguished  ancestor. 

He  favors  the  "Mutual  Masonic  Benefit  Association,**  as  organized  in 
Baltimore,  and  we  are  not  at  all  disinclined  to  try  some  such  substitute 
for  the  old  plan  of  life  insurance.  This  matter  was  a  lew  years  ago  quite 
favorably  spoken  of  by  prominent  Masons  in  Alabama,  and  to  bring  it 
again  to  their  attention  we  quote  a  portion  of  Grand  Master  Chaytor's  re- 
marks on  the  subject : 

It  has  the  character  of  a  life  insurance,  but  unlike  such  it  is  free  from 
delays  and  doubts.  Each  member  is  required  to  pay  an  initiation  fee, 
small  in  amount,  which  constitutes  a  fund  for  covering  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  printing,  salary  of  Secretary,  Ac.  Whenever  a  member  of  the 
Association  dies  all  the  living  members  are  assessed  two  dollars  and  ten 
cents,  which  must  be  paid  within  a  given  time .  The  two  dollars  make 
up  the  fund  for  the  deceased  member's  heirs,  and  the  ten  cents  is  to  cover 
the  expense  attending  the  collection.  Thus  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the 
heiiB  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  numerical  strength  of  the  Society. 
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To  illnstiate — suppose  the  membcnhip,  at  the  time  the  death  is  reported, 
nnmbered  one  thomfand  (1,000),  the  amount  paid  to  tho  heirH  would  ba 
two  thousand  dollars  ($2,000).  The  heirs  do  not  have  to  awtiit  the  collec- 
tion, for  by  the  aid  of  the  initiation  fee  and  former  collection  there  is  al- 
ways a  fund  from  which  the  amount  is  drawn,  and  repLiced  by  tho 
amount  paid  on  the  assessment  As  the  tund  is  placed  at  interest  the 
expenses  ivre  met  Lirgely  by  the  interest  received. 

His  decisions  are  numerous  and  unobjectionable,  and  we  especially 

commend  his  very  full  and  instructive  deliverance,  from  which  we  quote 

a  few  sentences  on  the  subject  of  the 

"BALLOT." 


There  has  been  and  still  is  too  much  looseness  of  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  sacred  right  of  tho  ballot,  I  fear  ;  and  will  take  occasion  to  aixy  a 
few  words  upon  the  subject.  I  can  conceive  of  no  duty  that  devolves 
upon  us  as  Masons  so  truly  important,  and  which  should  awaken  in  our 
minds  such  conscientious  consideratiouH  as  tbu  use  of  the  ballot  The 
principle  established  and  universally  acknowledged  is  tliat  profound  se- 
crecy should  govern  that  act  No  one  can  demand  how  a  Mason  votes, 
and  he  is  strictly  forbidden  to  reveal  the  act.  in  other  words  he  shall  not 
let  his  left  hand  know  what  his  right  has  done.  Such  a  duty  should  ex- 
cite our  best  judgment  and  we  should  endeavor  to  so  govern  our  action 
that  injustice  shall  not  result  from  the  performance  of  this  duty.  Mason- 
ry havinijr  unbounded  faith  in  her  sons,  has  made  this  an  act  of  con- 
science and  not  of  consultation. 

He  is  quite  outspoken  when  treating  of  errors  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  though  possibly  at  faul.  in  being  a  little  too  strong  in  expressing 
his  rebukes. .  He  is  evidently  a  man  of  very  decided  opinions,  and  pre- 
sents them  unrelieved  by  any  gloss  of  rhetorical  palliatives.  But  while 
seyere  in  censuring  error,  he  evidently  strives  to  do  justice.  Witness  his 
recommendation  in  the  following  extract  involving  the  admission  and 
retraction  of  error,  and  fully  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  adopting 
the  rescinding  resolution  reported  by  a  special  committee,  viz  : 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Allow  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  an  order  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to 
its  Subordinate  Lodges  directing  them  to  hold  no  iutcrcoiirso  with  a 
Lodge  in  New  Jersey  styled  Alplia  Lodge,  No.  110.  This  order  will  be  found 
on  page  510,  Proceedings  of  June,  1872.  I  bring  this  matter  before  you 
and  ask  that  the  order  be  recinded.  It  has  placed  this  Grand  Lodge  m  a 
fialse  position  before  the  Masonic  world.  It  degnides  uh  to  a  level  with 
this  Lodge.  If  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Jersey  has,  by  granting  a  warrant  to  No.  116  violated  any  of  tho  Und- 
markB,  our  true  course,  our  dignified  course  would  be  to  open  a  corrcs- 
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pondence  with  oar  sister  of  New  Jersey,  and  endeavor  to  convince  her  of 
her  error,  if  she  he  in  fault;  and  if  we  are  convinced  that  she  has  acted 
within  the  pale  of  law,  to  squarely  acknowledge  it  Snch  is  the  proper 
method  and  each  should  have  been  the  course  proposed  at  the  time  that 
unfortunate  order  was  promulgated.  It  is  doubtless  too  late  at  this  date 
to  discuRs  the  subject,  but  it  is  not  too  late  to  do  justice  to  ourselves  and 
promptly  rescind  the  order  against  Alpha  Lodge,  and  assume  again  our 
dignity  and  supreme  positions. 

The  Giand  Lodge  of  Cuba  recognized  by  the  adoption  of  the  following 

resolution,  recommended  by  a  Committee  composed  of  Grand  and  Past 
Grand  Ofl&cers,  viz: 

We,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following, 
to-wit: 

Besdvedy  By  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware,  that  we 
hereby  recognize  the  Gran  Logia  de  la  Isl/i  de  Cuba  as  the  duly  and  law- 
fully constitued  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  to  whom  we  do  now 
extend  the  nght  hand  of  fellowship,  and  offer  this  expression  of  our 
fraternal  regards. 

GEO.  TROUP  MAX^VELL, 

Deputy  Grand  Master. 
DANIEL  McCLINTOCK,  P.  G.  M. 
JAMES  PONDER,  P.  D  G,  M. 

Brother  Ramon  Bla,  as  the  Representative,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Qran 
Login  de  la  Tsla  de  CubOy  returned  his  thanks  for  the  action  taken  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  it  being  the  first  to  extend  to  them  the  fraternal  lu^d  of 
fellowship,  and  welcoming  them  into  the  family  of  Grand  Lodges. 

We  find  no  Report  on  Correspondence  in  these  procedings. 

ORAMD  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Thomas  N.  Williams Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  William  8.  Hayes Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 28 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 52 

"        Passed 62 

Raised 52 

Affiliated. 9 

**        Dimitted 8 

Died 15 

Suspended 21 

"       Enrolled  Master  Masons 1, 219 


1877. 1  APPENDIX.  107 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  proceedings  before  na  record  the  doingfi  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lmlge 
of  the  District  of  Colnmbin  at  ten  communications  of  that  Ciniud  I^nly, 
sevtn  of  which  were  **6pecuil,"  one  hemi-annual,  one  htated,  and  one, 
the  seTenih  in  this  serieSf  the  regular  annual  communication,  held  at 
Washington  City,  November  8th,  1870.  Present  M.  W.  (i.  M.  J.  L.  John- 
son, who  presided  at  this  and  also  at  most  of  the  communications  alluded 
to  abore.  i 

We  regret  to  find  that  two  of  the  special  communications  were  called 
Cor  burial  purposes,  the  Grand  Lodge  bwiug  been  called  to  participate  in 
the  funeral  obsequies  of  two  of  its  illustrious  l^t  Grand  officers,  viz  : 

P.  G.  M.  Roger  C.  Weightman,  buried  with  ami)lo  masonic  honors 

February  6th,  1876,  and  P.  G.  M.  James  Ed^^'ards  Frisby  Holmtjad,  who 

WIS  interred  with  like  ceremonial  October  22d,  1876.     lliese  were  men 

of  marked  characteristics  and  their  virtues  are  feelingly  portniycd  by  M. 

W.  Grand  Master  Johnson  in  his  annual  address.     Wo  sympathize  with 

the  Brethren  of  the  District  in  their  bereavements  and  sincerely  hope  that 

they,  and  all  of  us,  may  find  among  the  *  'rough  ashlers"  now  claiming  the 

handy  work  of  the  Craft  the  material  that  shall  replace  the  perfect  **aMh- 

Wib"  so  frequently  of  late  tranferred  from  our  temporal  edifices,  by  com- 

iDuid  of  the  Great  Artificer,  to  the  Temple  **not  made  with  hands  eternal  in 

the  Heavens." 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  short,  but  says  pleasantly  and  in 
S<>od  taste  all  that  seemed  to  be  necessary  or  projxT  on  the  occasion  of  the 
annual  meeting. 

He  granted  a  dispensation,  with  some  hesitancy,  to  Brethren  of  that 
nationality,  establishing  a  German  Lodge  **to  confer  the  degrees  in  the 
^nnan  Language,"  and  to  be  styled  Aushnius  Loik»r  No.  25.  The  ex- 
pcHment  seems  to  have  resulted  most  satisfactorily,  for  on  a  favorable 
'^Poit  from  Brother  Joseph  S.  McCoy,  Grand  Lecturer,  who  says  of  it : 


*"W  competent  to  discliarge  the  duties  which  have  devolved  upon 
•hem.  The  work  of  that  Lodge  is  in  accordance  with  the  Ritual  of  this 
Jurisdiction." 

^  charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

He  thus  speaks  of  the  result  of  his  visitation  of  Lodges  : 

"In  obedience  to  the  re<|uirements  of  our  (xrand  Ijodge  Constitution 
fhe  Grand  Officers  made  the  usual  annual  visitation  to  each  Iiodge  of  the 
J^inidiction,  and  after  a  careful  inspection  of  the  work  and  thorough 
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investigation  of  the  records  and  financial  condition  of  the  several  Lodges, 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  all  the  Lodges  are  working  harmoni- 
oosly  and  In  strict  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 
While  the  result  of  these  visitations,  however,  shows  the  work  of  the 
jurisdiction  has  not  been  as  great  for  the  past  year  as  the  year  previous, 
yet  the  Lodges  are  enjoying  in  a  great  degree  harmony  and  prosperity. 
At  each  of  these  visitations,  and  in  compliance  with  the  custom  observed 
for  several  years  past,  I  endeavored  to  have  some  competent  brother 
either  to  lecture  or  give  appropriate  readings.  I  found  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  the  consent  of  brethren  to  undertake  this  task,  but  when  the 
time  arrived  I  was,  in  a  few  instances,  disappointed  by  reason  of  unfor- 
seen  circumstances." 

We  find  no  other  uatters  of  genenil  interest  discussed  or  acted  upon  at 
the  annual  meeting,  save  only  the  election  of  officers, 

M.  W.  Brother  K  G.  Davis  having  been  duly  elected  Grand  Master 
and  R.  W.  Brother  W.  R.  Singleton  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  The 
new  Grand  Master  was  installed  at  a  special  (called  Installation)  commu- 
nication, held  December  27th,  1876,  who  delivered  a  short  but  very  appro- 
priate address,  from  which  we  extract  a  few  sentences  indicative  of  the 
condition  and  sentiments  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

'*  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  at  present  ex- 
isting in  ihiB  Grand  Lodge,  owing,  doubtless,  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  afiairs  of  this  office  have  been 
conducted  by  my  distinguished  predecessors.  And  while  I  can  not  hope 
to  equal  them  in  masonic  skill  and  learning,  I  will  endeavor  by  diligent 
application,  by  the  use  of  all  the  light  vouchsafed  me,  by  love  and  zeal 
for  the  Order,  to  so  discharge  the  various  and  important  duties  of  the 
office  that  you,  my  brethren,  will  not  be  made  to  feel  that  your  confi- 
dence has  been  misplaced,  or  have  cause  to  regret  the  choice  you  have 
made  ;  and  if  one  year  from  to-night,  when  I  return  to  you  this  emblem 
of  authority  with  which  you  have  invested  me,  we  can  congratulate  our- 
selves upon  the  existence  of  the  same  harmony,  goo<l  feeling  and  good 
government  that  now  prevails  in  this  jurisdiction,  the  measure  of  my 
ambition  will  be  full. 

**  While  I  have  no  recommendations  to  make  at  this  time,  no  new  policy 
to  announce,  I  hope  it  ^ill  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  officers  of  Lodges  and  others  having  influence  to  what  I 
fear  is  a  growing  evil.  I  refer  to  electioneering  for  office  in  the  Lodges. 
I  ho|>e  the  practice  is  not  general,  but  that  it  has  occurred  in  some  of  the 
Lodges  can  not  be  denied  ;  and  as  it  is  so  clearly  unmasonic,  so  diamet- 
rically opposed  to  all  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry,  so  fatal  to  discipline 
and  good  government,  such  a  fruitful  source  of  discord,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  several  Lodges  may  endeavor,  by  their  influence,  to  drive  this 
apple  of  discord  from  their  midst ;  to  frown  upon  it,  discountenance 
it  always  and  every  where.  In  Masoniy,  at  least,  let  the  office  seek 
the  man. 

"I  would  also  ask  you,  brethren,  to  be  very  careful  in  the  selection 
of  your  material    See  that  no  unworthy  candidate  enters  your  portals. 
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Impress  upon  yonr  oommittees  the  importanco  of  carofnl  and 
thorough  iuvestigation  into  tho  chanictcr  of  every  ai^plicant  for  the 
degrees.  Senrchp  inveHtigate,  and  be  entirely  HatiHfleit  tliat  Uie  appli- 
cant is  worthy  th(^  diHtinction  he  neeks ;  and,  liiially,  my  brethren, 
strive  always  to  promote  harmony  in  your  Lodges,  for  without  harmony 
yon  con  not  prosper." 

rOBEION   COBKEHI>OND£NCS. 

This  report  is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  W.  II.  Singleton,  and  is,  like  its 

predecessors,  not  only  very  readable,   but  very  useful  and  iuKtmctivo 

withaL     We  regret  that  Brother  S.   i«  compelled  to  fbri*go  discusHious, 

both  for  want  of  s^mce  and  "material,"  as  he  is  certainly  an  able  and 

pleasant  debator.     Ho  says  in  reference  to  this  change  of  purpose,  if  wo 

may  so  designate  it : 

"We  shall  therefore  not  attempt  to  reply  to  all  the  manv  comments 
which  have  been  made  upon  our  former  reports,  because  to  do  so  would 
occupy  the  space  wo  have  designed  for  th(Nie  extracts  from  other  proceed- 
ings.    Hence  we  beg  those  who  have  thus  favored  us  not  to  consider  our 
silence  as  discourteous  to  them  by  any  means,  nor  that  we  have  not  a 
word  or  two  in  reply  ;  but  we  are  reminded  by  our  limited  space  that  wo 
must  confine  ourselves  to  the  nticejisarlvs  of  life,  and  refrain  at  present 
fiom  all  luxuries.     We  believe  no  further  apologies  are  necessary  in  this 
connection,  as  our  views  upon  mrwt  masonic  subjects  fire  pretty  well 
known  to  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  for  whom  we  write  particularly, 
^d  onr  contemi)oraries  of  other  jurisdictions  begin  to  understand  tliat 
we  are  eminently  the  defender  of  the  old  ways  and  the  ''rights"  of  constit- 
^^fc  Lodges,  as  opposed  to  the  tendencies  of  the  present  moment  towards 
P^tralization  of  power.    It  is  tho  opinion  as  expressed  clearly  in  this 
jnrUdiction,  and  we  propose  to  "fight  it  out  on  this  lino,"  not  only  all  the 
■""^iiner,  but  for  all  time. 

^  reviews  with  care  and  in  his  usual  pleasant,  judicious,  and  often 
P^ent  style,  the  proceedings  of  Fifty  Qrand  Lodges,  among  which  those 
^  Alabama  for  1875  receive  due  and  friendly  consideration. 

^  speaks  approvingly  of  Grand  Master  Wilson's  address  (1875),  and 
i^rodTiGes  many  of  his  decisions  without  comment,  and  this  we  take  it 
^^^^^  approval,  for  Bro.  S.  is  not  given  to  reticence  where  Masonic  laxo 
M  DUSBtated  or  misimplied.  He  quotes  freely  from  our  report  on  Corros- 
P^^^nce  for  1875,  and  his  evident  approval  of  its  sentiments  gives  us 
^^^iragement  as  well  as  pleasure. 

One  of  the  inteiesting  features  of  Brother  Singleton's  report  is  his  re- 
"^w  of  the  proceedings  of  Maine  for  1876,  which  we  have  carefully  read 
*^  ^'ould  gladly,  if  space  permitted,  reproduce  some  of  the  views 
presented  respectively  by  Brother  Dmmmond  and  himself  on  one  subject 
Bt  leaiit;  that  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Lodges  over  their  members  wherever 


110  APPENDIX.  [1877. 

found  and  "ott  Masons"  within  their  territorial  jurisdictions.  They 
differ  we  think  very  essentially  on  the  point  as  to  the  direct  and  full  con- 
trol of  one  Lodge  over  a  Mason  a  member  of  another  Lodge  and  gn^lty  of 
an  offense  within  its  jurisdiction  while  sojourning  therein.  Brother 
Singleton,  as  w&  understand  him,  gives  absolute  control  only  to  the  Lodge 
of  which  the  offender  is  a  member^  and  requires  the  Lodge  in  whose  juris- 
diction the  offense  is  committed  to  act  (after  possibly  preferring  charges, ) 
only  the  subordinate  part  of  a  *^trial  committee"  <*to  take  the  evidence" 
(under  commission)  ''and  transmit  the  same,  with  its  judgment  upon  the 
testimony,  to  his  Lodge."  We  cannot  assent  to  these  views  as  consistent 
with  the  usages  of  Masonry  in  the  United  States,  nor  do  we  thitik  the 
mode  of  procedure  suggoqted  by  Bro.  S.  practicable,  except  as  applicable 
to  Lodges  within  the  same  grand  jurisdiction.  What,  for  instance,  could 
be  done  in  the  case  of  an  offending  Brother  from  Europe,  or  other 
foreign  countr}'  who  disgraced  his  profession,  etc.? 

Brother  Drummond,  we  are  sure,  favors  no  such  restriction  of  Lodge 
jurisdiction  over  offenses  committed  within  its  territorial  limits. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 21 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 133 

**        Passed 133 

Raised 122 

Affiliated 35 

**        Reinstated 33 

Dimitted 39 

Died. 40 

Suspended,  N.  P.  D 105 

"        Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 2,783 

FLORIDA. 

Absent  from  our  list  last  year,  now  presents  a  double  claim  to  attention, 
the  reports  of  1876  and  1877  reaching  us  together  by  some  unexplained 
accident;  however,  we  are  glad  to  welcome  both  the  tardy  and  the  timely 
visitors  from  the  land  of  flowers.  We  shall  notice  each  of  these  publica- 
tions in  the  order  of  their  date,  and  regret  that  our  limited  space  will 
force  us  to  condense  this  review  of  the  ttoo  into  the  space  quite  too 
limited  to  do  justice  to  one. 
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The  Grand  Annaul  CommunicAtion  fur  1876,  convoned  in  the  city  of 
Jacksonville,  on  the  11th  January,  A.  L.,  5876.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Albert  J.  KuKsell  and  the  constituents  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in- 
cluding the  Representiitives  of  forty -three  (43)  SulK)rdinate  Liodges  with 
Grand  Representatives  from  other  jurisdictions,  including  Alabama. 

The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  Kusseil  is  well  written  and  ordita- 
ble  to  him  as  a  faithfid  custodian  of  the  work. 

He  discusses  the  Ohio  deliverance  on  negro  IMasonry  earnestly,  and 
urges  some  strong  objections  to  the  movement  as  productive  of  wido 
spread  confusion  in  the  Cmft,  as  well  as  l)eing  unwarranted  by  the  status 
of  the  colored  Lodges.  Wo  do  not  see  the  aptness  of  his  illustration  in 
comparing  the  uprooting  of  slavery  in  America  with  the  exodus  of  the 
laiaelites  from  Egyptian  bondage,  which  to  our  mind  are  too  very  dLn- 
similar  events.    We  give  his  remarks  on  this  topic: 

Our  brethren  of  Ohio  should  remember  the  difference  in  society  as  it 
relates  to  the  colored  man  there,  as  well  as  all  over  the  North  and  West^ 
and  here  in  Florida,  as  in  all  the  Southern  and  formerly  sLive  Sttites. 

There  is  but  one  parallel  in  all  the  world  s  history  to  the  uprooting  of 
.  the  very  foundations  of  society  and  its  established  conveutit^ualities  in 
the  South  in  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  that  is  the  liberating 
from  and  carrying  out  the  ancient  Israelites  from  Egyptian  bondage;  and 
^0^,  fur  a  moment,  let  us  consider  these  two  great  parallels,  and  see  if 
^e  cannot  draw  some  whcdesome  lessons  for  our  own  safe  guidance  in  the 
?^t  question  before  us—  the  one  is  largely  the  result  of  man's  caprice 
^Qd  fiinaticism;  true,  we  cannot  believe  that  so  great  a  moral  result  could 
^ve  come  to  pass  witliout  permission  and  endorsement,  so  to  speak, 
^na  Almighty  God,  yet,  I  say  it  was  very  largely  the  result  of  man's 
**pnce,  and  has  so  fur  been  conducted  by  him— the  otlier  was  directly  the 
|[^rk  of  the  Almighty;  it  was  He  who  sent  Moses  directly  to  the  King  with 
^6  tlemaud  that  HiH  i)eople  should  be  freed,  and  permitted  to  go  and 
^hliRh  themselves  as  a  nation  amid  the  nations  of  the  world.  It  was 
*^,^Ue,  when  the  King  refused,  organized  their  march,  and  built  up 
^ir  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  pillar  of  fire  by  night  It  was  He  who 
^nducted  them  between  the  steadfast  walls  of  an  obedient  sea,  and  in 
^^  Qiade  these  walls  melt,  as  it  were,  again  into  their  native  element 
'JJ'destToy  their  proud  masters;  and  vet,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  display 
°f  Omnipotent  power  in  their  belialf,  aid  He  think  that  generation  fit  to 
go  up  au^  occupy  the  promiHed  land,  and  build  thttmselves  into  a  nation  ? 
*^  •  for  if  he  had  he  would  not  havtj  taken  them  through  the  long  circui- 
•^  Unknown  route  through  a  dry  and  barren  wilderness,  requiring  a 
^'"^  of  forty  years,  during  which  almost  every  Israelite  who  had  left 
"^Ql^t  was  buried  beneath  the  dr}'  sands,  and  a  new  generation  had  grown 
%  educated  uudeMlod's  own  government  and  training,  and  these  only 
watered  the  promised  inheritance.  Now  are  the  masses  of  the  colored 
^^  of  the  late  slave  States  fitted  and  prepared  to  take,  at  once,  position 
•J^c  by  side  with  the  former  citizen  or  Mason?  I  am  fully  of  opinion 
that  if  our  good  brother,  as  many  of  the  brethren  of  his  own  jurisdiction 
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havo  done,  woald  Rojouni  a  while  with  us,  he  woald  certainly  be  of  the 
opinioQ  that  the  fullneHs  of  time  had  not  yet  come;  and  that  while  this 
measure  might  possibly  work  good  i^ith  him,  it  would  work  destraction 
to  others  of  the  Great  Fraternity  of  Masons. 

The  remainder  of  his  address  is  confined  to  matters  of  local  business, 
and  we  note  Among  other  reports  of  the  year's  work  the  granting  of  dis- 
pensations for  seven  new  Lodges.  The  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Com- 
munication, occupying  three  full  days  of  diligent  labor,  are  well  deserv- 
ing of  commendation  as  respects  the  style  and  ability  of  the  reports  of  its 
Grand  Officers  and  Committees,  as  well  as  the  judicious  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  subjects  presented  for  considcrption. 

FOBEIGN   OOBBESPONDENCE 

Is  reported  upon  by  P.  G.  M.  D.  C.  Dawkins,  for  the  Committee,  in  a 
manner  as  decidedly  interesting  as  it  is  creditable  to  the  author.  Indeed 
quite  a  new  departure  for  Florida,  judged  from  the  standard  of  1875,  the 
report  which  we  reviewed  in  1875,  with  expressions  of  disappointment  at 
its  brevity.  We  hope  to  greet  annually  such  fair,  ab^  and  interesting 
deliverances  from  this  correspondent 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1874  with  pleasant  fraternal 
commendation,  for  which  wo  thank  and  which  we,  in  part,  reproduce  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  brethren  named  or  alluded  to  in  these  extracts: 

ALABAMA,  Decembeb  7,  1874. — This  is  a  very  neat  volume  of  214 
pages.  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Communication.  Grand  Master  Isaiah  A. 
Wilson  presented  the  annual  address,  who  represents  the  prevalence  of 
peace  and  harmony  at  home,  and  undisturbed  friendship  abroad.  Quite 
a  number  of  decisions  were  rendered,  and  approved,  many  of  which  are 
in  harmony  with  our  jurisprudence,  and  some  otherwise.  Some  general 
rules  are  laid  down,  apparently  admitting  no  exceptions,  while  we  think 
that  meritorious  exceptions  may  attend  them  all.  '*Keep  the  elements  of 
mischief  shut  out  of  doors,'*  is  an  elegant  and  significant  sentiment  from 
the  committee  on  ap])eals  and  should  be  looked  to  as  they  recommend,  in 
the  admission  of  candidates  and  the  investigation  of  alleged  irregularities 
of  conduct  Ninety-eight  appeal  cases  have  been  before  the  Grand  Lodge 
within  the  last  eight  years,  only  seven  of  which  were  brought  up  this 
time,  which  served  as  a  proper  subject  matter  of  firatemal  congratulation 
by  the  committee. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  and  of  those  excellent  financial  officera 
show  a  healthy  condition  of  finances,  which  should  be,  and  evidently  is, 
very  gratifyiuc  to  the  whole  craft 

Brother  William  T.  Walthall,  of  Mobile,  presented  ttie  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence report,  and  although  it  is  his  first,  and  attended  with  a  modest 
ai)ology,  we  nave  no  anticipation  of  reading  a  better  one.  It  reviews  all 
the  American  Grand  Lodges  but  three,  presents  tidings  from  a  greater 
distance,  and  separately  handles  in  a  masterly  manner  many  subjects  of 
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ceneral  interest^  which  we  would  gladly  copy  for  the  benefit  of  all  reading 
Masona  here  if  the  plan  of  this  report  would  permit. 

Brother  DawkiuH  discaBscs  considerately  the  new  (Ohio)  departure  on 

colored  Masonry,  and  we  recognize  in  him  an  able  defender  of  legitimacy, 

as  the  important  factor  in  this  grave  problem  so  inconsiderately,  as  we 

think,  forced  apon  our  attention  by  our  Ohio  Brethren.     The  report  of 

187G  contains  a  very  eloquent  and  instructive  oration  from  W.  Ilev*d  O. 

A.  Fulwood,  Grand  Orator  on  the  theme: 

"  J^raiemUy,  Considered  <i8  a  Moral  rower  in  the  Wdrld,*- 

OKAMD  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Brother  Enos  Wasgate Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  DeWitt  G.  Dawkina Grand  Secretary  (re-elected) . 

FLORIDA  (1877). 

The  Grand  Annual  Ck>mmunication  for  1877  was  held  on  Tuesday,  the 
Dth  day  of  January  of  that  year,  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  and  was 
opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Enos  Wasgate,  with  '*a 
dae  representation  of  lodges"  (51  in  all)  and  other  needed  constituents  of 
»  Grand  Lodge. 

Grand  Master  Wasgate  delivered  a  very  appropriate  and  well  consid- 
ered address,  in  which  he  makes  many  practical,  as  it  appears  to  us,  use- 
ful suggestions  in  reference  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  jurisdiction,  and 
we  are  impressed,  by  the  perusal  of  his  report,  with  the  idea  that  he  is  a 
man  of  superior  administrative  capacity  and  a  devoted  mason.  We  like 
this  just  allusion  to  an  officer  whose  onerous  duties  are  not  properly  ap- 
preciated by  the  fraternity  at  large.  There  are  many  Grand  Secretaries 
gimilarly  devoted  to  work  and  rendering  ample  service,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity,  for  very  meagre  compensation,  viz  : 

'*Hy  associations  with  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
daring  the  last  four  years,  have  been  exceedingly  pleasant  and  agreeable, 
and  during  the  last  year,  I  have  received  much  valuable  assistance  from 
the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  ;  and  be  assured,  brethren,  that  his  knowl- 
edge of  masonic  law  and  jurisprudence  is  an  acquisition  that  masons  in 
Florida  may  well  be  proud  of.  His  zeal  in  the  cause  is  untiring,  and  the 
eompensation  which  he  receives  for  his  services  as  Grand  Secretary  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  is  a  small  return 
for  the  labor  which  he  performs,  al&ough  it  is  all,  perhaps,  which  you 
o«n  afford  to  give.  Often,  in  the  still  hours  of  night,  while  others  are 
taJdng  that  repose  which  nature  has  made  necessary  for  their  health  and 
eomfort,  he  is  attending  to  those  duties  whioh  has  given  to  this  jurisdic- 
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tion  the  best  codo  of  mnsonic  law  on  the  American  continent,  and  I  feel 
that  it  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  to  not  call  yoor  attention  to  it,  as 
no  one  knowH  his  value  better  than  mysell  • 

Among  his  many  useful  suggestions  is  a  well-timed  hint  at  masonic 

duty  in  reference  to  the  vice  of  intemperance,  which  we  quote  here  : 

**From  our  masonic  standpoint  as  a  system  of  morality,  it  is  not  only 
a  duty,  but  a  privilege,  to  contemplate  our  country  and  discover,  if  we 
can,  the  leading  and  most  damaging  vices  of  the  day,  and  bring  the 
force  of  our  system  into  operation  against  them,  especially  as  they  may 
have  entered  our  own  circles.  In  discharging  this  duty  and  exercising 
this  privilege,  we  can  not  fail  to  discover,  with  shame  and  sorrow,  that 
the  excessive  and  intempenite  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  is  among  the 
foremost  of  these  vices,  and  alas !  as  we  shall  discover  it  among  tho 
nation's  vices,  so  shall  we  also  discover  that  it  has  made  its  insidious  entry 
into  our  own  ranks.  In  \iew  of  this  fact,  I  here  raise  my  voice  and  call 
upon  yon  who  have  been  chosen  to  rule  and  govern,  as  well  as  the  whole 
Graft,  to  hold  aloft  that  grand  cardinal  virtue,  Temperance,  and  insist 
upon  its  observance  and  constant  practice,  for  it  is  not  less  essential  to 
the  perfect  Ashlar  of  Masonic  character  than  its  coherent  sisters,  Pru- 
dence, Fortitude  and  Justice, aud  by  the  maintenance  of  these  alone,  can 
we  develop  a  Craft  celebrated  for  its  sobriety,  integrity  and  moral  beauty, 
and  for  its  acknowledged  usefulness.*'  t 

The  proceedings  throughout  this  communication,  closing  on  the  11th 
of  January,  are  characterized  by  harmony,  intelligcQce  and  true  maBouic 
industry.  We  note  no  matters  of  special  interest  to  this  jurisdiction, 
unless  it  may  be  the  useful  and  instructive  deliverances  of  Brother  Charles 
A.  Fulwood  in  his  second  annual  oration  delivered  before  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  subject  chosen  for  this  oration  being  "Free  Masonry,  considered 

in  its  relations  to  civil  and  religious  liberty '' — an  admirable  theme,  most 

eloquently  and  satisfactorily  delineated  and  enforced  ;  but  we  can  only 

refer  to  it  as  altogether  worthy  of  praise  and  of  general  circulation — one 

sentiment  we  make  room  for,  because  it  expresses  most  forcibly  the  truth 

as  to  the  character  and  mission  of  Masonry  : 

''Free  Masonry  is  not  religion,  nor  is  it  a  substitute  for  religion,  but  it 
is  eminently  a  social  and  moral  institution.  It  endorses  all  truth,  en- 
courages all  virtue,  contemns  and  holds  in  the  utmost  disfavor  all  vice. 
Its  teachings  have  a  direct  tendency  to  make  men  more  social  and  humane, 
to  build  them  up  in  all  the  elements  ot  a  noble  manhood,  to  qualify  them 
for  the  various  relations  and  stations  of  private  and  public  life.  An  emi- 
nent Misonic  author  has  given,  in  sententious  form,  the  following  as  his 
conception  of  what  Free  Masonry  is,  and  I  am  willing  to  appropriate  it 
as  my  own  :  **A  body  trAo.se  esse  is  Love;  icfujse  Existence  is  i/*€  Exercise 
of  Universal  Charity;  ichose  BeJUjion  is  wiiho^d  sect ;  icltose  PtUriotisiu  is 
ipUhout  party ;  whose  Creed  w  the.  Bible ;  tofiose  aim  is  the  Establishment  of 
Peace  on  Earth  and  good  icill  toioard  all  Mankijtd ;  lohose  Embodiment  is 
Liberty  and  whose  only  Enemy  is  DESPOTISM.** 
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"  Before  such  a  sublime  conception  of  Frco  Masonry,  I  confess.  Brethren, 
that  I  am  at  once  awed  and  thrilled.  And  I  am  the  more  profoundly 
kfifected  by  the  contemplation  of  what  Free  Masonry  is,  when  I  consider 
her  trials  and  her  triumphs — her  charities  and  her  labors  of  love— her 

CersecutiouR  and  her  endurances.  Maligned  and  anathematized,  she 
lesses  in  return  and  silently  works  on  for  the  good  of  her  accusers. 
Misrepresented,  she  scarely  cares  to  explain ;  but  points  to  Uie  fruits  of 
her  teachings  and  inflaence,  and  says :  *By  these  I  will  be  known  and 
vindicated.*  She  has  come  down  through  all  the  apes  mighty  in  Truth, 
invincible  in  Principle,  radiant  in  Virtue,  '  scattering  seeds  of  kindness  * 
and  blessing  the  nations,  and  no  art  of  the  diplomat,  no  wile  of  the  venal 
politician  has  been  able  to  soil  her  garments,  or  divert  her  from  her  high 
mission  on  the  earth.  She  stands  forth  with  her  beautiful  investiture  of 
moral  royalty,  and  her  jeweled  crown  shines  with  ever  increasing  luster." 

We  are  disappointed  and  regretful  at  finding  no 

BEPOBT  ON  FOBEIQN  COBBES^NDENCE 

in  this  Volume,  but  hope  for  the  renewal  of  pleasant  reading  in  that  par- 
ticular in  future  reports. 

A  special  Ck>mmunication  was  held  25th  February,  1877,  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  and  mark  the  respect  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  character  of 
their  late 

P,   O.    M.   SAMUZL  BENBZBT, 

and  they  also  at  this  communication  adopted  testimonials  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of 

W,  BBOTHEB  DAVID  JON^S, 

late  Grand  Tiler— two  brethren  of  eminent  virtues  and  much  loved  by 
the  firatemity. 

OFFICEBS  ELBCrr. 

M.  W.  £no6  Wasgate  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  D.  a  Dawkins         "  Grand  Secretaiy, 

sTAnsnoB. 

1876    1877 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges 70       71 

Work,  1876  1877 

Initiated 135  119 

Passed 121  116 

Raised 130  116 

Affiliated 107  130 

Beinstated 24  26 

Dimitted 128  80 

Suspended 88  55 

—  —  1876      1877 

Whole  number  of  enrolled  Master  Masons 1,966    2,212 
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GEORGIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  held  its  Ninetieth  (90th)  Grand 
Annual  Communication  in  the  city  of  Macon,  commencing  on  Tuesday, 
October  Slst,  1876,  and  closing  the  following  Thursday.  The  Grand 
Lodge  was  '*  opened  in  ample  fobm  on  the  Thibd  Degbxe,"  by  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  David  E.  Butler.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  large 
attendance  at  this  communication,  consisting  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Grand  Bepresentatives,  Past  blasters,  and  last,  but  not  leasts  the 
BepresentatiTes  of  (248)  two  hundred  aud  forty-eight  Subordinate  Lodgesi. 
The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  very  brief.  His  opening  sentences, 
which  we  quote  annexed,  show  that  he  meant  business,  viz : 

"  Brethren — We  should  be  ready,  as  I  doubt  not  that  we  are,  to  con- 
gratulate each  other,  to  find  sO  many  present  at  this  Annual  Communi- 
cation. 

Our  cities  on  the  seaboard,  and  our  brethren  in  them,  have  suffered 
from  the  pestilence,  and  death's  doiugs  have  made  many  hearts  to  be 
mournful.  Many  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  made  contributions  to  our 
afflicted  brethren,  in  answer  to  a  circular  which  I  caused  to  be  sent  down, 
and  oy  so  much  assisted  the  distressed  and  destitute,  as  was  our  duty  and 
pleasure. 

The  other  Lodges  have  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  Oaft  in  peace  and 
in  good  health. 

I  have  no  subject  of  unusual  interest  to  lay  before  you.  Our  business 
will  be  the  regular  order,  to  which  let  us  address  our  best  energies.'* 

And  he  wasted  no  time  in  presenting  his  views  on  the  topics  claiming 
attention  in  his  report 

He  speaks  favorably  of  the  Southern  ^lasonic  Female  College  (located 
at  Covington,  Ga..  as  we  find  by  reference  to  former  reports),  advising 
liberal  appropriations  for  repairs,  iSx.,  and  recommends  that  a  livelier 
interest  be  taken  in  its  '^management  and  welfare"  by  the  trustees.  He 
advises  a  sinking  fund  to  be  created  by  regular  annual  appropriations  to 
provide  for,  or  rather  anticipate,  the  maturity  of  their  bonds.  He  does 
not  apparently  i^ish  the  duty  of  deciding  questions,  and  closes  his  address 
with  this  brief  and  curt  deliverance  under  the  head  of 

DECISIONS. 

"I  have  rendered  a  great  many  authoritative  opinions  during  the  past 
year.  The  most  of  thom  have  been  satisfactory.  None,  I  believe,  have 
involved  any  new  question  of  Masonic  law.  Some  had  complications 
which  I  could  not  readily  untangle,  and  I  directed  that  they  should  be 
brought  here  for  your  consideration. 

Such  is  the  perversity  oi  human  nature,  even  among  Masons,  that  an 
ingenious  wrong-doer,  sometimes  in  office,  would  puzzle  the  wisdom  of 
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onr  ancient  Grand  Master  Solomon,  conld  he  be  here,  to  read  the  ponder- 
oos  and  conflicting  inquiries  which  are  often  made.  As  I  have  not 
learned  all  which  can  be  known,  and  some  of  the  nnestions  asked  were 
too  hard  for  me,  I  have  promptly  said,  in  reply,  "  I  ao  not  know." 

D.  K  BUTLER,  Grand  Master. 

We  were  "traveling  back  to  Georgia"  with  "great  expectations,"  when 
we  met  the  "cold  shoulder"  in  this  (very  appropriate  perhaps,  but  never- 
theless) very  unsatisfying  brief  of  Masonic  routine.  It  is  certainly  an 
address  **sui  generis"  but  perhaps  would  have  been  less  repulsive  to  our 
Georgia  yearnings  (we  came  from  there  in  youth,  and  everything  Georgian 
is  to  us  personally  groat  and  joyous,  except  possibly  this  address,)  if  we 
had  not  been  pampered  by  reading  after  Brother  (now  P.  G.  M. )  Irvin — 
alack  aday  !  too,  another  disappointment  meets  us  in  the  renuHlelwl  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  with  due  respect  and  deference  to  the 
Grand  Master's  instructions,  under  which  the  minutes  say  Brother  Samuel 
Lawrence's  report  was  remodeled,  we  must  express  our  regret  at  the 
absence  from  VUs  department  of  the  able,  polished  and  fascinating  pen  of 
Brother  Blackshear.  Wo  verily  believe  that  we  shall  have  to  seek  some 
other  Mecca,  some  other  inspiration  of  Masonic  lore  and  literature,  than 
Creorgia— though  we  very  much  dislike  to  turn  away  from  our  mother. 
State  for  lessons  of  wisdom  and  gems  of  beauty.  Where  are  all  the 
shining  lights  of  Georgia's  once  gloriously  bespangled  Masonic  horizon  ? 
are  they  dimmed  by  age  or  mutely  biding  the  advent  of  regeneration  ? 
Bat  perhaps  the  fault  is  in  us  and  our  stupidity  has  caused  this  dim  per- 
ception of  the  beauties  of  Georgia's  recent  Masonic  utterances.  If  it  is 
indeed  true  that  our's  is  the  fSault,  then  be  our's,  too,  the  shame  of  these 
false  impulses  of  complaint  and  censure.  We  mean  no  harm  and  after 
writing  so  daringly  feel  almost  crushed  with  fear  at  our  temerity. 
The  proceedings  under  consideration  certainly,  from  beginning  to  end, 
show  a  model  record  of  quick  and  regular  dispatch  of  business  with  no 
lack  of  harmony  or  intelligence  in  "the  work  of  the  Lodge." 

OFFIGSBS  EUDCT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  David  E.  Butler,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  Emmett  Blackshear,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 
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Number  of  Chartered  Lodges . 
No.  of  Lod(i;e6  making  retoms. 

Memberahip  returned 

Initiated 

Passed 

Raised 

Admitted. 

Dimitted. 

Suspended 

Excladed. 

Died 

Bejected 

Beinstated 


1876. 

1875. 

1874, 

307 

300 

281 

247 

281 

270 

14,475 

15,158 

14,957 

529 

767 

865 

528 

708 

872 

533 

701 

849 

326 

432 

384 

533 

630 

617 

827 

517 

486 

87 

42 

135 

190 

192 

233 

150 

200 

290 

114 

132 

138 

187a 


-280 
270 
15,402 
898 
846 
821 
427 
636 
150 
49 
223 
316 
121 


IDAHO 

Absent  from  our  lapt  report,  when  the  proceedings  of  their  Eighth  An- 
nual CJommnnication  were  due,  is  again  a  welcome  visitant  in  the  report 
of  1876,  being  the  proceedings  of  the  I^nih  Annual  Communication  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  convened  at  Boise 
City,  Tuesday,  September  12th,  A.  L.,  5876. 

Present,  the  Grand  Master  M.  W.  J.  W.  Griffith,  with  a  quorum  of 
Grand  Officers  and  Bepresentatives,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  opened  in 

AMPLE  FOBM . 

We  have  watched  with  some  interest  the  doings  of  this  young  sister  of 
the  far  West,  and  confess  to  a  quiet  satisfaction  in  realizing  that  the  work 
of  Masonry  is  being  well  done*  in  that  recently  organized  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion. Wo  do  not  know  how  we  can  better  familiarize  our  readers,  as  we 
desire  to  do,  with  the  characteristics  of  this  Grand  Lodge  than  by  a  few 
quotations  from  the  report  before  us,  which  we  proceed  to  do.  The 
Grand  Master's  address  is  very  brief,  but  well  written.  We  quote  his 
opening  sentences,  viz: 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lofhje  of  Idaho:— 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution,  we  are  onoe 
a^in  convened  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year,  and  to  con- 
sider what  the  good  of  the  order  requires  at  our  hands  for  the  ensuing 
year  within  our  jurisdiction.  Wo  meet  in  peace  and  harmony,  and,  so 
fiir  as  I  am  informed,  peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  our 
jurisdiction  during  Uie  past  year. 

It  is  a  matter  of  just  pride  to  every  true  lover  of  our  order:    That, 
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althouf^h  prehistoric  in  its  origin,  it  has,  without  any  departoro  from  its 
primary  principles,  or  deviation  from  its  ancient  landmarks,  kept  even 
pace  with,  and  has  ever  been  found  in  the  vaof^oard  of,  an  enlightened 
and  progressive  civilization.  And  nowhere  is  this  more  apparent  than  in 
the  history  of  the  first  centary  of  onr  beloved  republic — recognized, 
fostered,  and  cherished  by  the  fathon)  of  the  republic.  Their  descendants 
have  followed  in  their  pathway,  and  in  no  country  does  the  ancient  and 
honorable  order  of  Freemasonry  hold  higher  rank  or  find  more  gem^ral  and 
honorable  recognition  than  in  America.  Ld  U3  endeavor,  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  craft,  to  demonstrate  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  inheritance  we  have  received. 

The  reports  of  Committees  and  of  Qrand  Officers  are  ^1  in  good  style 
and  are  very  credittible  productiouR,  which  the  proceedings,  as  presented 
in  the  well  arranged  minutes  of  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  Charles  Himrod, 
compare  very  fovorably  with  the  doings  of  older  and  more  exporiencod 
Bodies.  One  feature  in  their  Financial  reports  we  stop  to  admire  and 
commend  to  other  jurisdictions  for  imitation. 

Idaho  owes  no  debt,  and  has  a  good  surplus  in  her  general  fund  with  a 
''Widows*  and  Orphans*  fund  of  nearly  $4,500  00.  How  many  lich  (and 
reverend)  Grand  Lodges  can  show  a  better  record  in  this  behalf? 

The  report  on 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDENCE 

Is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  A.  H.  Purdy,  Chairman,  and  he  reviews 
with  judgment  and  in  excellent  style  the  proceedings  of  forty-eight  Grand 
Lodges,  and  among  them  the  minutes  of  Alabama  for  187i}  receive  due 
notice  and  fraternal  consideration.  Brother  Purdy  in  this  report  has  cer- 
tainly made  a  successful  **debut,"  and  we  welcome  him  as  a  worthy  com- 
panion in  the  reportorial  ranks.  We  quote  his  Introductory  remarks, 
which  indicate  as  well  his  modesty  as  his  intelligent  appreciation  of  the 
work  assigned  him,  viz: 

Your  committee  herewith  present  the  maiden  report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence to  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  were  we  to  follow  the  beaten  track 
of  some  of  our  brethren  of  the  reportorial  corps,  would  devote  a  chapter 
to  excuses  and  inability.  We  shall  put  ourself  in  no  such  awkward  posi- 
tion, knowing  it  to  be  one  of  the  weaknesses  incident  to  human  nature  to 
become  offended  when  due  acknowledgment  is  made  to  such  confessions. 
We  will  try,  however,  to  do  the  best  we  can,  promising  to  be  brief,  as  we 
must  necessarily. 

We  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  review  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  make  such  suggestions  and  criticisms  as, 
in  its  judgment,  may  be  prudent  and  justifiable;  after  which  submit  them 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  from  whom  it  derived  its  appointment,  for  its  ratifi- 
cation, and  if  indorsed,  lose  their  individuality  and  become  the  senti- 


120  APPENDIX.  [1877. 

mefnts  of  that  body.  By  these  means  the  laws  and  onstoms  governing  the 
craft,  to  a  great  extent,  are  established. 

It  is  a  conceded  fact,  that  in  most  instances  the  first  talent  in  the  order 
is  engaged  in  this  work.  It  most  necessarily,  therefore,  be  expected  that 
some  of  as  must  feel  a  keen  delicacy  and  have  apprehensions  for  the 
result  of  our  labors.  We  shall  rely  upon  the  charity  of  our  brethren  for 
excuses  for  the  &ults  that  may  be  committed  in  this  our  first  attempt  with 
the  quill  and  scissors. 

As  we  have  already  intimated,  it  is  our  design  to  be  hnet 

OBAND  OFFIOEBS  EUSiCrT, 

M.  W.  Bro.  K  A.'  Stephenson Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Charles  Himrod,  (re-elected) .   Grand  Secretary. 

STATISnOB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 11 

Work, 

Number  Initiated 36 

Passed 47 

•*        Eaised 49 

Affiliated 16 

Dimitted 19 

•*        Died 6 

"        Suspended 3 

•*        Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 389 

ILLINOIS. 

The  thirty-seventh  (37th)  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  assembled  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  on  Tuesday, 
October  3d,  1876,  and  was  opened  *'in  due  Form  "  by  B.  W.  Joseph  Bob- 
bins, D.  G.  M.  (acting  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Groorge  £.  Lounsbury  absent 
from  necessity,  caused  by  severe  illness).  There  appears  to  have  been  a 
large  attendance  at  this  annual  communication  and  the  proceedings,  pre- 
sented in  the  usual  style  and  completeness  of  Brother  G.  Sec*ry  Burrill's 
work,  are  exceedingly  interesting  and  enjoyable. 

The  annual  address  of  acting  Grand  Master  Bobbins  is  an  appropriate 
and  well  written  message,  and  we  extract  from  it  such  portions  as  seem  to 
118  requisite  to  furnish  our  readers  with  information  from  that  Grand  juris- 
diction^  and  introduce  them  to  one  who,  by  election  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
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'Wields  at  thiR  writing  the  Sceptre  of  Masonry  in  Illinois,  and  whom  we 
believe  to  be  admimbly  fitted  for  the  exalted  and  responsible  position  of 
Qrand  Muster.  In  this  address  we  have  an  explanation  of  the  regretted 
absence  of  G.  M.  Lounsbnry,  the  announcement  of  his  illness  being  asso- 
ciated with  a  pleasing  illustration  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  '*  tenets  of  our 
profession."    Brother  Bobbins  commences  his  address  as  follows,  viz : 

**  Twelve  months  have  been  told  off  by  the  swift  recurring  davs  since 
we  last  met  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  as  we  stand  on  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween two  Masonic  years — ere  we  review  the  labors  of  the  old  and  take 
counsel  for  the  new— our  grateful  hearts  instinctively  turn  towards  Him 
whose  loving  kindness  has  been  about  us  as  a  mantle,  and  on  whose  care 
we  rest  as  in  the  hollow  of  a  mighty  hand. 

But  as  we  stand  here  rejoicing  in  our  strength,  we  do  not  forget  the 
beloved  brother  in  his  weakness,  the  Grand  Master  of  our  choice,  who,  in 
enforced  exile,  is  seeking  health  beneath  milder  skies ;  but  from  every 
heart  goes  up  a  prayer  for  his  restoration  to  his  brethren,  and  to  his  wife 
and  little  ones  wM>  watch  for  his  coming  with  love's  wistful  eyes. 

Grand  Master  Lonnsbury  continued  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office 
long  alter  his  strength  had  censed  to  be  ecjual  to  the  task,  when,  in  the 
latter  part  of  July,  his  health  became  so  much  impaired  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  relinquish  them,  and  acting  under  the  imperative  orders  of  his 
physicians,  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  and  seek  relief  in  the  mountain  air 
of  (}olorado. 

Soon  after  my  succession  to  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Mastership,  it  e^me 
to  my  knowledge  that,  from  the  abrupt  abandonment  of  his  business 
nnder  the  pressure  of  a  necessity  that  would  admit  of  no  delay,  not  only 
were  his  financial  affairs  in  such  condition  as  to  make  the  consequent 
mental  anxiety  a  serious  present  hindrauce  to  his  recovery,  but  in  such 
condition  as  to  forbid  his  absence  for  a  period  long  enough  to  iusure  any 
permanent  benefit.  The  details  of  the  financial  situation  were  such  as 
to  require  more  speedy  action  than  an  appeal  to  the  Lodges  alone  could 
secure. 

The  emergency  was  so  pressing  that  with  the  unanimous  advice  and 
consent  of  my  colleagues  of  the  Charity  Committee,  I  determined  to  dis- 
regard the  statutory  limitation  as  to  tne  Amount  to  be  appropriated  in 
any  given  case  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  and  accordingly, 
on  the  20th  day  of  August,  I  drew  on  the  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  five  hundred  dollars.  This  has  been  paid  out  for  the  relief  of  Brother 
Lonnsbury,  on  drafts  whicti  are  herewith  submitted  as  vouchers. 

This  action,  which  is  submitted  for  your  consideration,  was  supple- 
mented by  an  appetil  to  the  constituent  Lodges  for  further  aid,  issued 
from  the  Grand  East  on  the  30th  day  of  August.  The  response  to  this 
appeal  has  been  prompt  and  liberal,  but  the  returns  are  not  yet  so  com- 
plete as  to  indicate  the  final  aggregate.  I  trust  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
enable  our  Grand  Master  to  prolong  his  stay  where  alone  there  seems  to 
be  any  hope  of  his  recovery,  and  where,  at  latest  advices,  his  physicians 
gave  him  encouragement  to  hope  a  prolonged  sojourn  might  secure  it." 

He  then  proceeds,  in  a  very  business  like  manner,  to  present,  under 
appropriate  heads,  the  topics  claiming  attention,  either  as  of  local  im- 
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portanoa  or  as  effecting  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  relations  to  other  Grand 
Bodies. 

He  opposes  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Omtabio  (  '"so  called**) 
and  thas  states  his  objections,  and  we  call  attention  especially  to  his 
views  on  the  objectionable  *< mutual  benefit"  featore  of  the  Ontario  Con- 
stitution : 

"Application  for  recognition  and  an  exchange  of  representatiyes  has 
been  received  from  a  body  styling  itself  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Ontario,  having  its  pretended  seat  of  government 
at  London,  in  that  Province. 

From  an  accompanying  document,  it  appears  that  the  following  pro- 
vision has  been  incorporated  into  the  Constitution  of  this  new  body  : 

*  In  ease  of  the  sicKness  of  any  brother,  disqualifying  him  from  labor, 
three  dollars  per  week  is  to  be  appropriated  oy  the  Lodge  to  which  he 
belongs,  for  his  sustenance  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  brother,  fifty 
dollars  is  to  be  appropriated  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  benefit  of  his 
widow  and  orphans,  if  any.*  ^ 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  with  which  we  are  iff  fraternal  corres- 
pondence, and  which  is  everywhere  recognized  as  a  sovereign  body, 
already  fully  occupies  the  territory  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  ;  but  were 
it  not  so,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  could  not  enter  into  fraternal  rela- 
tions with  an  organization  which,  by  the  incorporation  of  the  above- 
quoted  provision  into  its  organic  law,  had  already  taken  itself  out  of  the 
category  of  Masonic  bodies. 

The  doctrine  on  which  that  provision  is  based  is  utterly  subversive  of 
the  principles  and  groundwork  of  Masonry,  and  the  provision  itself  at 
once  converts  the  society  built  upon  it  into  a  mutual  benefit  society, 
with  which  masonry  can  have  nothing  in  common  until  it  shall  have  lost 
those  ^.md  characteristics  which  distinguish  it  as  a  charitable,  instead 
of  an  insurance  association. 

That  in  recent  years  we  have  been  drifting  in  a  mercenary  direction, 
and  coming  to  make  masonry  more  and  more  a  matter  of  dollars  and 
cents,  can  not  be  doubted,  nor  can  any  thoughtful  brother  view  without 
alarm  the  increasing  tendency  in  this  direction. 

Heretofore  these  tendencies  have  manifested  themselves  only  in  such 
ways  as  to  make  their  repression  by  legislative  action  difficult ;  but  now 
that  they  have  culminated  in  this  revolutionary  innovation,  attempted  by 
a  body  otherwise  so  revolutionary  as  to  compel  action  with  reference  to 
it,  I  trust  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  while  recognizing  in  unmis- 
takable terms  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada, 
will  in  terms  no  less  unmistakable  emphasize  its  determination  to  hold 
no  intercourse  with  any  self-styled  masonic  body  whose  organic  law  is  a 
denial  of  that  fundamental  principle  of  masonry  which,  more  than  any 
other,  is  characteristic  and  vitaL" 

Under  the  head  of  legislation,  he  says : 

**I  have  no  legislation  to  recommend  ;  but  recommend  rather  that  you 
abstain  from  legislation  except  in  such  matters  of  interpretation  and  pro- 
cedure as  the  experience  of  the  committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  itself, 
while  in  session,  has  shown  to  be  required. 
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In  this  connection  I  may  refer  to  the  project  which  was  nnder  consid- 
eration at  the  last  Annual  Communication,  of  eHtablishing  a  Widows' 
and  Orphans'  Home,  to  be  owned,  governed  and  controlled  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  that  the  histriry  of  public  masonic  charities 
in  this  country,  educational  or  otherwise,  does  not  inspire  me  with  confi- 
dence in  the  success  of  such  an  undertaking  under  Gmnd  Lodge  man- 
agement, even  using  the  word  success  in  its  narrowest,  its  material  aspect 
More  than  this,  I  do  not  share  the  feeling  that  tlie  absence  of  such  an 
institution  is  a  reproach  to  the  Craft  in  any  jurisdiction.  On  the  contrary 
I  repeat  what  I  have  elsewhere  said,  that  the  tnie  mission  of  masonry  is 
a  silent  one,  leavening  all  unseen  with  its  softening  and  restmining  influ- 
ences, the  community  in  which  it  exists.  An  improved  state  of  society 
is  a  nobler  monument  to  its  influence  and  power  than  piles  of  marble  ; 
and  to  touch  thejRpriugs  of  benevolence  in  tiio  inilividual  heart,  of  more 
importance  than  the  foundation  of  costly  public  charities. 

If,  however,  the  Grand  Lodge  should  differ  with  me  on  this  subject, 
and  deem  it  desirable  to  embark  in  this  enterprise,  I  would  still  urge  that 
the  initial  steps  be  taken  with  the  utmost  caution,  and  only  after  the  most 
careful  deliberation  as  to  methods  and  plans." 

Here  we  beg  to  take  issue  with  Brother  Robbins  ;  we  once  thought  as 
he  now  writes  on  this  subject,  but  have  learned,  alas,  too  sadly,  the  lesson 
that  charity,  like  **laith  without  works  is  dead."  We  must  have  some 
stimulant,  some  recognized  and  noble  object  in  view;  some  call  for  wtiied, 
persistent,  yea,  laborious  effort,  demonstrating  the  existence  and  vigor  of 
OUT  charity,  as  well  as  assisting  its  growth  and  development ;  or  that 
saving  grace  of  our  theological  ladder  will,  like  the  wuised  muscles  of  the 
human  frame,  wither,  contract  and  die.  What  nobler  object  than  an 
orphans',  a  widows'  Home,  can  appeal  to  masonic  sympathy  or  claim 
masonic  union  and  effort?  Whatever  of  diflSculty  or  of  failure  may  lie  in 
the  way  of  final  success  in  such  an  enterprise,  will  disappear  before  the 
tread  of  the  "Grand  Army"  of  Illinois  Masons  marching  on  in  union  and 
strength  to  the  call  of  duty.  Individual  effort  has  failed  to  meet  the 
demand  for  succor  to  the  helpless  and  distressed,  the  call  is  now  for 
united  labor  and  means  to  accomplish  results  suited  to  the  emergency. 
We  hope  our  Brethren  of  Illinois  will  take  no  step  backward  in  this  mat- 
ter, but  in  maturely  deliberating  upon  the  report  of  their  committee 
(action  having  been  postponed  until  next  annual  communication)  during 
the  year  determine  to  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  conquer  all  difficulties 
and  establish  the  Home.  As  a  counterpoise  to  the  Grand  Master's  views 
on  this  subject,  we  quote  a  portion  of  the  report  of  the  special  committee 
on  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  project,  and  regret  that  we  have  not 
space  for  the  excellent  plan  of  organization  proposed  by  them : 

Be  it  resolvefl  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  IHitiois,  A.  K  and  A.  Jf.,  in  Annual 
Cornmunication  assemIAed—-lBL    Tliat  we  regard  the  estiiblishment  and 
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maintenance  of  a  Home  for  worthy  indigent  Master  Masons,  and  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  Masons,  as  a  high  privilege  and  a  sacred  dnty  ; 
and  that  we  hefcby  pledge  the  hearty  sympathy  and  the  substantial  aid  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  constituent  Lodges  to  found  and  support  an  en- 
terprise so  commendable,  so  fully  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  fVeemasonry 
and  so  essentially  a  tangible  exemplification  of  Charity,  the  chief  corner- 
stone of  our  Institution. 

There  are  several  interesting  matters  in  these  minutes  that  we  had 
marked  for  comment,  especially  in  the  able  reports  of  the  committees  on 
"Appeals  and  Grievances"  and  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  but  we  find  it 
necessary  to  forego  that  pleasure. 

MASONIC  COBBBSFOKDKNCE 

is  reported  upon  by  Theo.  T.  Gumey,  (successor  to  Bro.  Joseph  Bobbins, 
recently  called  to  the  Grand  East)  who  presents  a  very  interesting  review 
of  the  doings  of  forty-eight  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  Alabama  has 
her  appropriate  niche  and  receives  considerate  notice. 

We  give  Brother  Gumey's  introduction  as  explaining  alike  the  plan  of 
his  report  and  expressing  very  sound  opinions  on  the  **situation:" 

In  submitting  this  report  we  wish  to  say,  that  we  have  been  so  much 
occupied  with  the  pressing  duties  of  varied  Masonic  relations,  that  we 
could  not  give  the  time  to  the  work  that  we  would  have  devoted  to  it  un- 
der other  circumstances.  For  the  truth  of  this  statement,  we  appeal  to 
those  of  the  Craft  who  are  conversant  with  our  fraternal  associations.  For 
this  reason  we  have  only  quoted  discussions  and  opinions  that  are  now 
pressing  themselves  upon  general  attention. 

OXNXBlIi  A8PB0T8. 

Looking  over  the  field,  we  find  much  to  encourage  with  but  little  that 
is  condemnatory.  Particularly  have  we  noticed  the  commendable  deter- 
mination to  place  Masonry  upon  a  higher  plane  of  usefulness. 

Grand  Masters  are  out  spoken  and  Earless;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  plac«  upon  record  the  conviction,  that  in  the  near  fature  an  applicant 
for  Masonic  honors  will  not  only  be  obliged  to  express  a  belief  in  the  ex- 
istence of  one  ''Great  Creator,"  but  will  also  be  required  to  give  ''cardinal 
virtues"  an  emphatic  endorsement,  before  crossing  the  portals  of  a  lodge. 
The  good  work  in  this  direction  is  having  rapid  development,  and  we 
fully  believe  that  naught  can  hinder  an  early  consummation  of  our  best 
intentions,  but  an  over-anxious  desire  to  make  Masons. 

We  will  not  attempt  a  concealment  of  our  apprehensions  on  this  point. 
Lodges  are  not  alone  responsible.  Many  Grand  Masters,  though  zealous 
for  good,  are  inclined  to  look  to  numerical  strength  as  necei^ary  to  giving 
the  craft  a  prominence  that  shall  meet  our  expectations  in  securing  for 
our  Fraternity  a  prominent  place  with  kindred  organizations,  in  conserv- 
ing the  interests  of  our  race. 
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We  think  they  err;  for  we  find  in  nearly  every  Grand  Jurisdiction  com- 
plaint of  Lodges  without  strength  or  efficiency,  and  in  many  instances 
so  defective  in  momls  as  to  dchiand  their  extinction.  We  do  not  think 
it  requires  large  diHcemment  to  see  that  the  present  indiscriminate  au- 
thorization ot  new  Lodges  will  lead  to  consequences  which  every  good 
and  true  Craftsman  will  have  ample  cause  to  deplore. 

He  has  no  sympathy  for  non-affiliates,  and  presents  some  very  appro- 
priate remarks  on  that  subject,  closing  thus: 

We  are  forced  to  these  conclusions  from  a  long  and  varied  experience 
in  all  the  branches  of  Masonry.  We  make  the  assertion  without  fear  of 
successful  oontradiction,  that  ninety  per  cent  of  non-affiliates  are  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  Fraternity.  Curiosity  in  some,  avarice  in  others,  and 
in  the  majority,  a  combination  of  both,  prompted  them  to  knock  at  the 
door  of  Lodges.  A  few  weeks  of  intercourse  with  the  brethren,  satisfied 
the  first,  and  in  the  second  place  assured  them  that  Masonry  was  not  an 
insurance  association,  for  their  benefit,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  any 
iSavors  from  the  brethren  would  only  accrue  from  a  well  ordered  life  and 
faithful  devotion  to  their  obligations.  These  dim  it,  or  as  is  law  in  some 
jurisdictions  allow  themselves  to  l)e  **stricken  from  the  roll."  It  is  true 
that  a  small  percentage  of  non-affiliates  dimit  for  reasons  which  they  be- 
lieve to  be  sufficient  For  these  we  entertain  the  warmest  sympathy,  and 
for  this  reason  we  are  of  opinion — 

First. — That  a  non-affiliate  has  no  claims  upon  the  Frptemity. 

Second.  — That  Grand  Lodges  should  allow  constituent  bodies  to  be  the 
judges  of  what  fraternal  courtesies  should  be  extended  to  non-affiJiatee, 
either  in  life  or  death.  ^ 

Third. — That  a  dimit  should  be  granted  upon  application  in  writing, 
stating  reasons  therefor.  If  the  applicant  declined  to  furnish  such  rea* 
sons,  the  dimit  should  state  the  fact 

OBAND  OFFICXBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Bobbins Grand  blaster. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  F.  BurriU,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Kamber  of  Chartered  Lodges. 694 

W(n-k, 

Number  Initiated 2,458 

Passed 2,428 

Baised 2,404 

Bejected 804 

Affiliated 910 

Beinstated 191 
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Number  Dimitted 1,409 

Died 443 

Suspended 1,168 

Total  uomber  of  enrolled  M.  Masons 40, 472 

INDIANA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Indiana  convened  in  its 
Sixtieth  Grand  Annual  Communication,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  on 
Tuesday,  May  •i2d,  1877,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Frank  S.  Devol,  with  associate  Grand 
Officers  in  stations.  Past  Grand  and  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  with  the 
Beprcsentativee  of  (465)  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  Subordinate  Lodges. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Devol  is  an  able  and  very  com- 
prehensive review  of  the  year's  doings,  and  his  official  labors  as  we  gather 
from  this  message  were  unusually  arduous,  and  in  some  instances  per- 
plexing, if  not  mortifying. 

Two  Lodges  which  appear  to  have  been  derelict  in  duty  were  properly 

censured  by  the  Grand  Master  and  thereupon  acted  in  contempt  of  his 

authority,  one  neglecting  the  reprimand,  the  other  positively  refusing 

obedience  to  his  mandate.    The  offences  were  severally:    Trying,   by 

technical  legal  obstructions  to  the  recovery  of  a  debt,  to  defraud  a 

Mason's  widow  out  of  borrowed  money,  used  in  erecting  their  Haul. 

This  relates  to  Perry  Lodge  No.  37  (an  old  Lodge  with  a  full  roll  of 

weaiifiy  members),  another  "Western  Star  Lodge  No.  26"  was  guilty  of 

what  seems  to  us  the  unpardonable  sin.     See  the  following  extract  from 

the  Special  Deputy's  report  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  annexed: 

I  visited  the  above  Lodge  as  your  Special  Deputy  on  the  evening  of 
April  24th,  1877,  this  being  their  regular  stated  meeting.  I  stated  the 
nature  of  my  visit,  and  read  in  open  lodge  the  document  you  sent  me, 
appointing  iue  your  Deputy  in  this  case.  After  I  requested  the  Lodge  to 
place  in  my  bauds  the  amount  yet  due  the  Grand  Lodge,  $54.30,  consid- 
erable bad  feeling  existed,  and  a  great  amount  of  discussion  was  indulged 
in.  To  bring  the  matter  before  the  Lodge,  it  was  moved  and  seconded 
that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount,  the  brother 
making  the  motion  making  a  lengthy  speech  in  opposition  to  the  motion. 
It  was  needless  to  say  the  motion  was  lost  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote, 
only  two  voting  in  the  affirmative.  I  then  stated  that  as  the  Lodge  had 
failed  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Master,  it  would  devolve 
upon  me  to  arrest  the  charter  of  the  Lodge.  I  then  requested  the  M.  W., 
Bro.  S.  W.  Steele,  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  furnish  me  an  inventory  of 
the  property  belonging  to  the  Lodge.  He  at  first  decliued  to  do  so,  but 
did  finally  direct  the  Secretary  to  furnish  me  with  the  said  inventory. 
This  the  Secretary  flatly  refused  to  do.  Tlie  Lodge  sustaining  the  Secre- 
tary, considerable  discussion  followed.    They  then  demanded  by  what 
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authority  I  was  there  to  make  such  requests.  I  thorenpon  read  my  com- 
mission to  them  a  second  time,  when  several  sneeringly  remarked  that 
anybody  could  write  ffuch  a  document  as  that,  and  doubted  very  much  if 
it  ever  emanated  from  the  Grand  Master.  I  was  compelled  to  appeal  to 
the  W.  M.  for  protection  against  further  insults. 

For  this  offense  the  Special  Committee  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred  recommended  suitable  puiiishmcnt,  as  follows: 

WuKBEAS,  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  26  has  refused  to  pay  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  the  special  assessment  levied  against  it  for  the  years  1875  and  1876; 
and, 

WffKRKAR,  Said  Lodge  refused  to  surrender  its  charter  to  the  Special 
Deputy  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  duly  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  defying  the  authority  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  to 
order  sucb  arrest,  and  the  power  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  levy  and  collect 
the  special  assessment;  yoar  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following: 

Jieaolvedf  That  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  26  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of 
Lodges. 

But  unfortunately  for  the  peace  and  dignity  of  this  Grand  Body  and 
**for  the  good  of  Masonry,"  the  Grand  Lodge  permitted  itself  to  be  lured 
from  the  path  of  duty  (and  as  we  think  its  Grand  Master  to  be  insulted) 
by  the  adoption  of  this  miserable  substitute,  viz: 

And  thereupon  Brother  Ira  Myers  moved  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  amended  by  adding  a  proviso  that  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  26 
be  allowed  sixty  days'  time  in  which  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  referred  to  in  the  report ;  and  then,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
proposed  amendment.  Brother  Dandridge  Tucker  moved  that  the  said 
Lodge  be  allowed  ninety  days*  time,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  many  other  cases  of  Lodge  difficulties  and 
irregularities,  and  we  very  much  fear  that  the  leniency  or  timidity  above 
indicated  in  meting  out  just  and  adequate  punishment  to  refractory 
Lodges  will  insure  a  harvest  of  like  trouble  to  future  Grand  Masters  The 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  Perry  Lodge  No.  37  made  a 
full  and  able  report  on  the  subject  vindicating  the  honor  of  Bfasonry,  by 
rebuking  the  subterfuge  under  which  this  Lodge  tried  to  escape  from  its 
obligations,  closing  as  follows: 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  ftinctions  of  Perry  Lodge 
No.  37,  be  suspended  for  a  period  of  three  months,  and  if,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  the  membere  of  said  Lodge  shall  not  have  fully  satisfied 
or  secured  the  said  claim  of  Mrs.  Page,  that  then  the  charter  of  said 
Lodge  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  revoked,  and  the  name  of  Perry  Lodge 
No.  37,  stricken  from  the  Lodge  rolls  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Bros.   Ira  Myers  and  Dandridge  Tucker  not,  apparently,  objecting. 
Perhaps  they  were  absent,  asleep,  or  had  no  special  interest  in  protecting 
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Perry  Lodge !  We  have  detailed  thus  fally  what  appears  to  ns  a  fearful 
departure  iroui  the  'line  and  the  plummet'*  mode  of  adminifltering 
justice,  because  we  fear  the  frequent  re^tition  of  such  misapplied  mercie§ 
will  weaken  our  organization,  if  not  demoralize  our  Lodges.  The  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  Western  Star  Lodge  were  quite  unmasonio,  and  we 
note  (as  the  lawyers  say)  an  objection  on  that  ground  appealing  to  the 
**Landmabks." 

The  Grand  Master  passing  from  these  and  other  vexing  Lodge  irregu- 
larities, proceeds  to  deliver  a  clear  and  very  interesting  resume  of  his 
official  acts. 

He  has  received  an  appeal  from  Stria  for  aid  to  establish  schools,  &c 

Has  issued  Dispensations  for  forming  fourteen  new  Lodges. 

Dedicated  Lodge  Halls,  six  in  all,  and  laid  the  comer  stones  of  two 
buildings  to  be  used  as  schools. 

Has  in  reference  to  **Lodge  Lregularities"  appointed  Special  Deputies, 
who,  armed  with  an  official  search  warrant  containing  (28)  twenty-eight 
pointed  questions,  each  referring  to  some  rule  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
required  to  be  observed  by  the  Lodges,  visited,  investigated  all  the 
Lodges,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  urged  and  established  uniform  obedience 
to  Grand  Lodge  edicts.  The  answers  to  these  questions  show  great  irreg- 
ularities as  having  existed,  but  not  greater,  we  suppose,  than  would  be 
developed  in  any  other  jurisdiction  if  the  same  careful  inquiries  were 
made  in  ireference  to  abuses,  &c. 

We  quote  the  Grand  Master's  earnest  advocacy  of  the  project  to  estab- 
lish a 

widows'  and  obphanb'  home  and  infibmabt. 

For  several  years  the  question  of  erecting  and  maintaining  a  Masonic 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  and  Lifirmary  has  been  agitated  in  this 
Grand  Body,  but  action  invariably  postponed  for  various  causes.  While 
preparing  my  instructions  to  Special  Deputies  appointed  to  investigate 
Lodge  irregularities,  etc.,  it  occurred  to  me  to  propound  Question  28,  in 
order  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  Craft  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  thereby 
kill  an  additional  bird  with  the  same  stone.  The  face  of  the  returns, 
without  full  explanation,  shows  an  evident  opposition  to  the  enterprise  at 
present,  ns  only  91  Lodges  answer  the  question  in  the  affirmative,  while 
338  respond  in  the  negative.  Of  those  recorded  in  the  negative,  however, 
but  fow,  comparatively,  are  actually  opposed  to  the  proposition.  To  the 
contrary,  a  large  majority  of  them  are  really  in  favor  of  it,  but  answer 
"No"  to  the  question  for  the  following  reasons,  principally: 

Ist  "  Times  are  too  hard  just  now,  and  can  not  subscribe  at  present, 
but  will  after  awhile.'' 

2d.  "  We  are  somewhat  in  debt  now,  and  do  not,  therefore,  feel  able  to 
do  anything  toward  this  laudable  undertaking  at  present." 
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3d.  And  last,  but  uot  least,  **Wo  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  would  willingly  contribute,  but  we  anticipate  a  tax  upon  us  to 
relieve  the  Grand  Lodge  of  her  present  indebtedness,  which  we  are  not 
prepared  to  meet  at  present,  in  addition  to  the  subscription  called  for  in 
Question  28." 

Now,  Brethren,  I  can  not,  even  if  I  so  desired,  disguise  the  fact  that  I 
am  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  Masons  of  Indiana  erecting  and  maintaining 
a  Widows'  and  Chrphans'  Home  and  Infirmary.  Neither  do  I  feel  less  in- 
terested in  some  feasible  proposition  that  may  lead  to  a  prompt  and  (Satis- 
factory liquidation  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  debt.  These  are  propo- 
sitions in  which  we  are  all  equally  interested  ;  and  the  question  for  us  to 
determine  now  is,  shall  we  abandon  one  for  the  sake  of  the  other?  or  shall 
we  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  with  an  indefatigable  determination  to 
accomplish  both.  Htiving  intimated  that  the  egg  could  be  set  up  on  end, 
it  is  perfectly  natural  for  you  to  expect  at  least  a  suggestion  as  to  the 
manner  of  accomplishing  the  feat  To  my  mind  the  manner  is  perfectly 
plain,  and  the  means  can  be  obtained  simply  by  asking  for  it  Let  us 
organize  *  'The  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  Association,*'  adopt 
suitable  constitution  and  by-laws,  elect  the  proper  officers  required  to 
conduct  the  same  successfully,  and  after  having  been  duly  incorporated 
ander  the  law,  proceed  to  solicit  subscriptions,  and  judging  from  my 
faith  in  the  liberality  of  thirty  thousand  Hoosier  Masons,  I  can  confidently 
predict  that  this  great  and  glorious  undertaking  will  not  fail  for  want  of 
means." 

He  says  of  an  evil  of  increasing  prevalence  in  this  jurisdiction,  what 
we  have  long  suspected  was  the  case,  and  we  quote  the  statement  for  the 
benefit  of  suffering  Lodges,  for  we  know  several  which  have  been  kept 
poor  by  itinerant  beggars : 

TBANSIENT  APPUCAMTB  FOB  BELIEF, 

It  appears,  from  information  received  direct  from  the  subordinate 
Lodges,  tiiat  75  per  cent  of  the  transient  applicants  for  relief,  claiming 
to  be  Masons,  have  subsequently  proven  to  be  imposters.  Beyond  men- 
tioning this  ikct  I  presume  that  further  argument  is  unnecessary  to  con- 
vince you  that  aside  from  all  other  motives,  self-protection  demands  the 
enactment  of  a  law  regulating  this  subject, 

He  also  inveighs  against  appeals  by  arculars  fh>m  Lodges  in  one  juris- 
diction to  those  in  another  for  aid  in  building,  etc.,  and  says  of  the 
practice: 

I  can  not  use  too  strong  terms  in  denouncing  such  acts  on  the  part  of 
subordinate  Lodges.  This  too  common  system  of  sending  mendicant 
appeals  over  the  country  is  degrading  to  our  fraternity  and  derogatory  to 
oar  individual  character.  Let  it  no  more  be  done  fix>m  within  our  own 
jnrisdiction. 

With  two  other  quotations  we  close  our  references  to  this  very  sug- 
gestive and  able  address,  viz : 

I  am  anxious  to  promote  a  greater  interest  in  Masonio  literature.    Judi- 
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cious  reading  is  the  flint;  and  constant  friction  will  develop  sparks,  with- 
oat  which  the  fires  of  thought  pale  and  bum  out.  We  live  in  a  wonderful 
age  of  the  world's  history';  and  I  see  no  reason  for  doubting  that  luture 
historians  will  point  to  our  present  century  as  having  had  the  special 
quality  of  great  mental  activity.  The  vivifying  elements  of  this  intellect- 
ual zeal  are  much  more  vividly  difl'used  than  was  ever  before  known  in 
any  era  of  the  world's  record.  I  regard  reading  as  the  bread  and  butter, 
for  the  want  of  which  the  mind  languishes. 

The  Masonic  fraternity  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is 
in  a  pros])erous  condition,  considering  the  general  degression  of  all  busi- 
ness pursuits,  and,  blessed  by  union  of  good  purpose,  its  halls  are  becom- 
ing populous  with  brethren  who,  from  quiet  places,  have  come  up  knock- 
ing at  our  doors,  and  once  within  the  hospital  of  mercy  neither  misfor- 
tune nor  persecutions,  nor  death,  can  break  from  the  grasp  of  the  fugitive 
the  indestructible  pillars  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity.  Go  on,  Bremren, 
in  your  noble  work;  let  brotherly  love  prompt  the  contest;  let  the  gentle 
influence  of  relief  supply  the  weapons;  let  truth  consecrate  the  effort  and 
lead  to  victory. 

This  Grand  Xx>dge,  like  all  who  have  gone  that  way  before  them,  and 
built  fine  houses  on  borrowed  money,  are  suffering  the  pongn,  torments, 
we  might  say,  of  doubt  and  mortification.  Their  fine  Temple,  so  reoently 
built  and  occupied,  and  doubtless  admirably  adapted  to  the  uses  for 
which  it  was  designed,  and  not  unreasonably  expensive— costing  only 
$120,000— and  eligibly  located  at  the  capital,  commercial  and  civil,  of  a 
large  and  prosperous  State,  surrounded  by  30,000  Masons,  owning  and 
working  over  500  Lodges,  must  now  be  paid  for,  while  the  creditor  is 
importunate  in  his  demands  the  **ways  and  means"  for  liquidating  the 
debt  are  not  apparent  We  observe  with  regret  that  the  reasonable  sug- 
gestion of  Lodge  assessments,  made  by  the  committee  in  charge  of  that 
subject,  was  voted  down  and  no  substitute  plan  suggested,  except  that  of 
authorizing  the  tnistees  to  borrow.  From  our  reading  of  the  minutes,  the 
majority  of  the  Body  were  more  disposed  to  grumble,  and  thus  increase 
the  trouble,  than  manfully  assist  in  removing  the  difficulty.  One  mem- 
ber, '*who6e  Atnd-sights  are  better  than  his /ore-sights,"  as  the  old  saying 
goes,  nobly  interposed  to  lift  the  wheel  out  of  the  mire  and  offered  a  res- 
olution censuring  the  Trustees  for  building  the  Temple.  This  brother  is 
too  far  advanced  for  Indiana — he  requires  room  for  expansion — so  brother 
Hazelrigg  advised  him  to  go  West — and  to  aid  in  immortalizing  his  name 
and  deeds,  we  reproduce  his  resolution,  viz  : 

Brother  John  T.  Freelaud  offering  the  following  resolution — 
Resnlvedj  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  those  having 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Grand  Masonic  Temple,  have  extrava- 
gantly exceeded  their  rightful  powers,  and  thereby  loaded  us  with  a  laige 
unnecessary  debC 
Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Bat  we  are  tarrying  qnite  too  long  among  the  Hooders  and  must  hasten 
away. 

Bro.  E.  L.  McLallen,  Chairman  of  Committee,  makes  a  very  interest- 
ing report  on 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDSNCE, 

in  which  ho  reyiews  the  proceedings  of  50  American  Grand  Lodges,  in- 
clading  those  of  Alabama  for  1876,  giving  them  pleasant  and  ooorteons 
notice.     He  thus  alludes  to  Grand  Master  Pillans'  address: 

Grand  Master's  address  of  seven  pages  is  an  excellent  paper.  He 
granted  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  seven  new  Iiodges,  which  is 
encouraging.  Speaks  clearly  in  disfavor  of  emergency  Masons.  Sixteen 
decisions  are  given,  of  which  we  note  as  of  interest: 

**No.  1.  A  dimit  conditioned  upon  payment  of  dues,  is  no  dimit." 

**No.  9.  A  Lodge  may,  if  it  wishes,  peribrm  the  last  sad  rites  for  an 
unaffiliated  Mason.     No  law  forbids  it 

No.  11.  A  Lodge  may  exercise  its  charity  at  its  own  discretion." 

Brother  McLallen  is  a  little  facetious  on  one  feature  of  the  Alabama 
report,  and  hailing  as  he  does  from  a  temperance  jurisdiction  is  a  little 
intemperate  in  the  use  of  Beer,  Sec  how  his  ideas  run  on  fluids  when 
speaking  of  even  such  a  solid  specimen  of  sobriety  as  our  worthy  self,  a 
man  who  never  miles  even  at  a  joke. 

Here  is  what  Brother  Mack  says  on  the  liquor  question,  and. if  Oliver 

don't  get  even  with  him  then  is  Boland  conqueror: 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  {vide  legislation  of  last  year)  allows  its 
members  to  indulge  in  no  beers  or  like  fluids,  on  the  presumption,  it  is  to 
be  concluded,  Uiat  having  got  us  all  right  she  is  going  to  keep  us  so;  but, 
if  we  ever  visit  Alabama,  our  cable-tow  will  not  draw  so  hard,  so  Brother 
K,  prepare  to  return  an  Oliver  for  our  Boland. 

Fray  come — our  well  remembered  Brother  Hazelrigg  has  been  with  us, 

and  would  like  to  welcome  him  again.     Bring  that  dear  old  Brother  with 

yon;  tell  him  Brown  says  come,  and  nobody  but  a  Jones  dares  disobey 

Brown.     Our  Brown,  you  know,  is  Peleo. 

OBAKD  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Andrew  J.  Hay Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Jno.  M.  Bramwell,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

8TAT1ST108. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 519 

(U.  D.  18) 
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Work. 

Namber  Initiated 1,073 

«*       Passed 1,110 

Raised 1,162 

Affiliated 634 

"        Reinstated 112 

Dimitted 1,061 

"        Died. 335 

Suspended 554 

••        Of  EnioUed  Master  Masons > 28,101 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  Second  Annual  Gommanication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory,  oonyened  in  the  town  of  Caddo,  G.  N.,  on  Tnesday,  5th 
of  September,  1876,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Oiand 
Master  Granville  McPheison. 

There  was  also  a  "called  meeting"  of  this  Grand  Lodge  preceding  the 
Annual  Communication  held  May  3d,  1876,  **for  the  purpose  of  laying 
the  comer  stone  of  a  church  edifice  at  this  place,*'  Vinita,  at  which 
R.  W.  J,  Sw  Murrow  presided  and  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  due  form. 

The  proceedings  of  these  two  communications  reached  us  in  a  neatly 
printed  pamphlet,  having  the  imprint  **Southem  Baptist  Publication 
Society,'  Memphis.  We  were  very  full  in  our  gleanings  from  the  minutes 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  last  year,  with  the  intent  of  preserving  an  hintorical 
record  of  the  doings  of  the  first  attempted  organization  of  an  Indian 
Grand  Lodge  in  this  country.  We  have  less  room  to  spare  this  year,  and 
will  have  to  confine  our  notice  of  the  present  volume  to  brief  extracts 
from  Grand  Master  McPherson's  address,  which  is  a  very  full  and  well 
expressed  statement  of  their  condition,  &c    He  commences  thus: 

Brethren  cf  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

Another  masonic  year  has  passed  away,  another  link  in  the  mystical 
chain  of  Time  has  been  dropped  and  now  belongs  to  the  numberless  agea 
that  are  gone.  Within  the  short  twelve-month  that  has  just  expired 
since  last  we  met,  the  hand  of  Death  has  been  busy  around  us,  yet  it  is 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  announce  that  itn  icy  finger  has  not  been  laid 
upon  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  While  tde  proceedings  of  most  of 
our  Sister  Grand  Lodges  are  marred  by  the  dark  page  that  commemo- 
rates the  virtues  of  some  departed  brother,  ours  an  yet  remain  unclouded. 
But  my  brethren,  it  is  unnecessary  for  mc  to  remind  you  that  it  will  not 
always  be  thus.  More  than  likely  some  of  us  before  we  meet  together 
again  will  be  called  from  labor  h^  to  refreshment  over  yonder;  and  let 
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us,  I  beseech  yon,  brethren,  bo  demean  onrselves  here  that  the  kind 
brother  on  whom  it  may  devolve  to  write  onr  epitaph,  can  tmthfally  say : 
"He  lived  and  died  a  true  mason."  These  little  words  are  easily  spoken, 
bat  I  fear  how  often  misapplied.  Let  us  examine  onrselvee  carefully  and 
see  if  we  are  justly  entitled  to  that  inacription  upon  our  tomb,  '*A  true 
moson,*'  HBLve  you  ever  thought,  my  brethren,  of  what  constitutes  a  true 
mason  ?  Alas !  I  fear  too  many  of  us  consider  our  masonic  obligations 
discharged  if  we  but  attend  the  lodge  regularly,  pay  our  dues  and  abide 
by  tho  By-Laws.  But  these  are  the  least  important  of  all  our  duties,  and 
if  we  stop  here  the  ceremonies  through  which  we  passed  amount  to  no 
more  thxui  a  meaningless  farce. 

Brethren,  have  you  ever,  in  any  way,  knowingly  wronged  or  injured  a 
brother  mason  ?  Have  you  to  his  face  spoken  a  word  to  wound  his  fe^- 
ings,  or  behind  his  back  made  a  remark  that  could  put  a  stain  upon  his 
^oo(i  name  ?  Have  you  failed  to  come  to  his  assistance  and  support  him 
mhis  falling  fortunes,  or  to  whisper  good  counsel  in  his  ear  and  warn 
him  of  impending  danger?  Have  you  turned  away  from  him  in  his  hour 
of  distress,  or  forgotten  the  duties  you  owe  to  his  widow  and  orphans  ? 
Have  you  ever  cheated  him  out  of  the  value  of  a  cent,  or  wilfully  permit- 
ted it  to  be  done  by  others  ?  In  short,  have  you  ever  acted,  in  any  way 
whatever,  toward  a  brother  mason,  or  before  the  world,  other  than  as  an 
honest,  upright  man  ?  If  so,  Uieu  you  are  not  a  '*true  mason,'*  but  a 
hypocrite,  sailing  under  false  colors.  A  man  is  a  mason  or  he  is  not,  and 
he  who  has  passed  through  our  ceremonies  and  then  prostitutes  the  dig- 
nity of  his  station  by  the  gross  neglect  of  the  plain  and  imperative  duties 
devolving  upon  him,  is  as  much  of  an  imposter  as  he  who  gains  admission 
among  us  without  going  through  the  formalities  of  initiation  in  a  regular 
lodg^.  And  my  brethren,  let  me  warn  you  against  the  danger  of  allowing 
these  too  freouent  violations  of  our  masonic  obligations  to  go  unpunished. 
Beproach  and  disgrace  must  be  the  ultimate  result 

He  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  negro  new  depanure,  and  believes  the 
80-called  colored  Lodges  are  all  clandestine. 
Has  issned  dispensations  for  two  new  Lodges: 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  the  lodges  at  Yinita,  Eufaula,  and  Atoka, 
and  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  found  them  getting  along  harmoniously. 
The  others,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  are,  with  perhaps  one 
exception,  all  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  two  lodges  working  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  have  been 
ever  since  the  formation  of  our  Grand  Xx>dge,  that  persistently  refuse  to 
oome  in  and  acknowledge  our  supremacy.  One  at  Ft.  Gibson  and  the 
other  in  Flint  district;  both  in  the  Cherokee  Nation.  *  At  our  last  meeting 
it  was  represented  that  the  lodge  at  Gibson  would  likely  come  in  very 
soon,  and  it  was  hoped  the  one  in  Flint  district  would  do  so  too;  so  deem- 
ing it  best  under  the  circumstances  to  use  no  coercive  measures,  no 
action  was  taken  further  than  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  these 
wayward  lodges,  and  induce  them  if  possible  by  mild  means  to  give  in 
their  allegiance.  This  committee  has  made  no  report  to  the  Grand 
Muster,  nor  have  the  lodges  been  heard  from,  only  indirectlv.  I  learn 
that  the  Gibson  Lodge  paid  dues  this  year  to  Kansas;  tiie  other  I  have 
heard  nothing  of  in  any  way.    The  time  has  now  oome  when  farther  for-i 
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bearanoe  on  onr  part  not  only  ceasea  to  be  a  virtae,  bat  would  be  an  in- 
salt  to  the  dignity  of  oar  Grand  Lodge,  and  an  injary  to  masonry  gen- 
erally, becanso  of  an  abandonment  of  the  doctrine  of  exclnsive  jarisdic- 
tion.  And  now,  in  view  of  the  leniency  we  have  extended  to  these  lodges; 
patiently  waiting  for  two  years  for  them  to  do  what,  as  good  masons,  they 
should  have  done  long  ago;  repeatedly  inviting  them  in  a  fraternal  spirit 
to  send  in  their  charters  and  oordially  co-operate  with  as  in  bailding  ap 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  advancing  the  interests  of  masonry  in  the  Terri- 
tory; and  they  having  treated  oar  kindly  solicitations  with  indifference, 
not  to  say  disrespect,  I  earnestly  recommend  the  passage  of  a  rcsolation 
before  your  adjournment,  deckuring  thero  clandestine,  with  instractions 
to  the  Giand  Secretary  to  immediately  notify  all  oar  Sister  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  action  taken. 

And  they  were  declared  clandestine. 

Nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges  that  have  met  since  the  distribation  of  the 
proceedings  of  oar  last  annual  meeting,  have  extended  to  us  a  warm  and 
fraternal  welcome  into  the  Grand  Masonic  family.  We  have  already  been 
recognized  by  eighteen  or  twenty  in  the  foremost  Grand  Lo<lges  of  the 
United  States  and  by  some  of  the  British  possessions,  and  I,  with  pleasure 
make  the  ani\puncement  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  is 
now  firmly  established,  and  it  but  remains  for  us  and  our  posterity  to 
conduct  it  to  a  glorious  future. 

The  Grand  Master  is  opposed  to  undignified  expressions,   and  thus 

states  his  objections  to  the  use  of  slang: 

In  looking  over  the  proceedings  of  some  of  onr  Sister  Grand  Lodges ,  I  have 
been  perfectly  astonished,  and  not  only  that,  bat  heartily  ashamed,  to  see 
so  many  eminent,  and  in  every  other  respect,  worthy  Grand  Secretaries 
dealing  to  such  an  extent  in  the  use  of  **8lang  phrases.*'  This  I  consider 
a  habit  to  be  very  much  deplored,  as  an;^thing  of  this  kind,  however  par- 
donable it  might  be  under  other  circumstances,  is  entirely  out  of  place 
in  the  proceeodugs  of  a  Grand  Lodge  I  mention  this  not  as  a  hint  to 
our  eminent  and  efiicient  Grand  Secretary,  for  I  know  he  is  as  much  op- 
posed to  it  as  I  am,  but  merely  to  put  m;^'self  on  the  record  against  it 

He  earnestly  deprecated  and  declined,  on  the  score  of  feeble  health  a 
re-election,  but  he  was,  nevertheless,  renewedly  called  to  the  Grand  East, 
and  Brother  Bufus  P.  Jones  was  re-elected  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 


Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 6 

(with  two  U.D.) 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 24 

•«       Passed , 32 

••       Baised 31 
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Number  Dimitted 8 

"       Affiliated 13 

•«       Died 1 

"       Enrolled  Master  Masons 196 

IOWA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  held  its  (34th)  thirty-fourth  Annual 
Gommunication  in  the  city  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  commencing  June  5th, 
and  closing  Thursday,  June  7th,  A.  D.  1877. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Henry  William  Bothert  assisted  by  his 
associate  Grand  officers  and  the  Representatives  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-sLK  (226)  chartered  Lodges.  The  Lodge  "was  opened  on  the  third 
degree  with  proper  ceremonies." 

We  note  here,  that  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  there  was 
quite  an  interesting  reception  ceremonial,  that  Grand  Body  having  been 
escorted  by  the  TEMPiiABs  to  their  Hall,  where  an  address  of  welcome  was 
made  by  Brother  H.  H.  Benson  in  behalf  of  the  Lodges  and  Brethren  of 
Davenport,  (we  quote  the  address,)  which  was  pleasantly  and  appropri- 
ately responded  to  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

ADDBESS: 

Most  Wor$hwful  Grand  Master^  Officers  and  Menibers  of  the  Orand  Lodge 
tf  loioa — The  Masonic  Fraternity  of  this  city  extends  to  you  its  warm, 
earnest,  hearty  and  fraternal  greetings.  Wo  welcome  you,  one  and  aU, 
with  hospitable  hands  to  our  city  and  midst  We  confess  that  it  is  with 
a  sense  of  pride  that  we  receive  into  our  city  so  genial,  intelligent  and 
good  looking  a  body  of  men,  and  we  wish  you  to  feel  at  home  while  among 
us,  to  feel  t^t  you  are  among  your  friencls  and  brethren. 

You  have  come  from  all  parts  of  this  great  State — a  State  great  in  its 
resources,  gpreat  in  heroic  deeds,  great  in  the  intelligence  and  enterprise 
of  its  people.  You  come,  representing  20,  (XX)  of  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
monwealth, through  each  of  whose  hearts  there  runs  the  magnetic,  the 
silver  cord  of  sympathy  and  affection,  binding  all  into  a  unity  of  frater- 
nity and  fellowship,  inspiring  all  with  that  **noble  contention,  or  rather 
emulation,  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree." 

Freemasonry  has  come  down  to  us  over  the  stormy  waves  of  many  cen- 
turies, but  in  all  ages  and  in  all  climes,  it  has  been  animated  by  the  same 
spirit — its  watchword  has  been  peace,  and,  as  it  has  gone  forth  on  its 
benign  embassy,  it  has  proclaimed  *' Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  man." 
It  hiUi  assuaged  the  horrors  of  war ;  it  has  dried  the  widow's  and  orphan's 
tear  ;  it  has  preserved  the  pure  Word  of  God  ;  it  has  lingered  at  the  bed- 
Bide  of  suffering  and  death,  and  has  mingled  its  tears  with  those  who 
have  scaled  the  lone,  chill,  heights  of  sorrow.    When  the  earth  shall  have 
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become  folly  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  teachings  of  Masonry,  men  shall 
learn  war  no  more,  and  the  reunited  race  of  Adam  shall  clasp  around  the 
earth,  and  as  men  become  more  folly  imbued  with  the  spirit,  and  observe 
and  obey  the  teachings  of  oor  Order,  in  so  far  they  measure  op  towards 
the  stature  of  that  perfect  manhood  exemplified  in  the  life  and  character 
of  the  Divine  Teacher,  the  spotless  Nazarene,  You,  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge,  have  come  here  to  promote  this  great  good, 
and  we,  your  brethren  of  Davenport,  salute  you,  we  greet  you^  we  wkI/- 

COMS  TOU. 

It  seems  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  is  peripatetic,  at  least  in  the 
sense  of  having  no  abiding  city,*  no  continuing  place  for  its  meetings,  as 
we  observe  in  these  minutes  a  vote  designating  Cedab  Rapids  **as  (fte 
place  for  the  next  meeting "  ;  which  vote  was  unfixed  by  **  reconsidera- 
tion,*' and  after  ** consideration"  again  was  it  determined  that  **the  next 
meeting  beheld  at  Cedab  Rapids.*'  One  advantage,  at  least,  inures  to 
Iowa  in  its  perambulatory  habits — she  incurs  no  debt  in  erecting  a  spor 
cious  Temple  for  instance,  to  spread  confusion  among  the  Craft.  But, 
without  a  home,  pray  tell  us.  Brother  Parvin,  how  can  you  take  care  of  the 
splendid  library  which  we  observe  is  adding  from  year  to  year  to  its  pro- 
portions and  value  under  your  fostering  care?  We  don't  exactly  see  how 
you  can  afford  to  move  about,  so  much,  with  the  many  valuable  treasures 
in  the  Grand  Secretary's  care  and  custody. 

But  this  is  irrelevant,  and  we  return  to  our  legitimate  duty  of  reviewing 
what  he  has  "given  us  to  know''  in  the  very  interesting  *' proceedings'* 
before  us.  Here  we  must,  even  though  it  be  parenthetically,  sound  a 
note  of  admiration !  for  a  thing  of  beauty  is  this  Report,  this  volume,  full 
to  overflowing  with  matter  of  superior  excellence,  adorned  with  all  the 
arts  and  embellishments  of  typographical  skilL 

How  shall  we  dare  to  mar  these  beautifully  illustrated  pages  by  clip- 
pings ?  But,  it  must  needs  be  done,  or  our  occupation  is  gone !  So  here 
we  go,  with  free  scissors,  intent  on  gleanings  which  shall  re-echo  in  Ala- 
bama the  thoughts  uttered  in  Iowa. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  eloquent  and  admirably  adapted  to  its 
purpose  as  a  message  of  congratulation,  review  and  admonition.  He  an- 
nounces the  Grand  Lodge  as  **at  peace  with  all  the  world,"  with  **but 
one  exception,'*  and  we  were  not  surprised  to  find,  as  we  continued  to 
read  his  address,  that  thh  exception  was  our  worthy  sister  of  ScotiaANd — 
who  again,  as  in  the  Missoubi  case  a  year  or  two  ago,  applied  her  crafb- 
man  skill  to  American  material,  **  Kilwinning  Lodge  No.  2  *'  being  now, 
as  then,  the  cause  of  trouble  by  Initiating,  Passing  and  Raising  a  young 
medical  student  of  Iowa,  temporarily  sojourning  in  Edinburgh,  attend- 
ing medical  lectures.  Iowa  remonstrated,  urged  Territorial  rights 
and  her  Soybbbiontt  as  a  recognized  Grand  Lodge ;  bat  without  avail. 


1877.]  APPENDIX,  137 

The  Qiand  Lodge  of  Scotland  did  not  interpose,  and  Eilwinring,  hoary 
(perhaps  imbecile  ?)  with  age,  treats  the  respectful  remonstrance  of  Iowa 
as  an  interference  with  Scotch  privileges.  So  will  all  such  disputes  end, 
for  Scotch  egotism  and  tenacity  of  pnrpose  is  proof  against  all  reasonable 
appeals.  Brethren  of  Iowa,  yoor  final  effort  to  secure  justice,  the  inter- 
change of  Representatives,  will  be  alike  fruitless  of  satisfactory  results. 
Scotland  is  obstinate,  and  determined  not  to  see  herself  "as  others  see  ** 
her,  and  American  Grand  Lodges  must  either  submit  to  her  interference 
or  nnitedly  rebuke  her  aggressions. 

He  alludes  pleasantly  to  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge*  Centennial,  to 
which  Iowa  was  invited,  (why  not  Alabama,  or  xoas  she  bidd^i  to  tho 
feast?) 

He  thinks  they  have  too  many  Lodges  for  the  good  of  Masonry,  and  is 
therefore  loth  to  grant  dispensations  for  new  organizations.  He  refused 
several  applications  therefor,  but  did  issue  dispensations  for  seven  new 
Lodges. 

Of  the  fraternal  dead  he  speaks  eloquently,  not  neglecting  "the  lesa 
PBOXZNZNT  Brother,"  of  whom  he  says,  that  "he  who  has  zealously  dis- 
charged his  obligations  as  a  man  and  a  mason  ;  who  has  in  his  own  small 
sphere  of  masonic  action  silently  and  unostentatiously  contributed  his 
mite  towards  upholding  "the  banner  of  light;"  who  has  quietly  and 
nnassumingly  been  contented  with  subordinate  positions  in  his  own  lodge,, 
and  merely  by  accident  not  received  that  recognition  at  the  hands  of  the 
czaft  at  large  which  his  ability,  his  brightness,  and  his  devotion  to  the 
Order  would  demand  and  require ;  he  who  remains  uuhonoied  and 
unsung,  save  in  that  small  circle  or  band  of  brothers  who  mourn  his 
loss. 

"  Whose  chain  is  broken. 
And  where  life  can  never 
This  fondest  link  supply." 

Of  him  I  would  &in  sing  a  song  of  praise,  and  on  a  memorial  page  insert 
his  name  in  indelible  characters,  inscribing  as  a  i^uiem — 

"Brother,  thou  art  gone  to  rest, 

We  will  not  weep  for  thee, 
For  thou  art  now  where  oft  on  earth 

Thy  spirit  longed  to  be. 

^  "Brother,  thou  art  gone  to  rest. 

Thy  toils  and  cares  are  o'er ; 
And  sorrow,  pain,  and  suffering  now. 
Shall  ne'er  disturb  thee  more. 
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**  Brother,  thoa  art  gone  to  rest, 

And  this  shall  be  our  prayer— 
l^t  when  we  reach  oar  journey's  end. 

Thy  glory  we  shall  share." 

**  The  Lamb  Skin  ob  White  Lsatheb  Apbon,"  he  thinks  (as  we  do  and 

practice,)  should  be  given  to  the  initiate,  to  become  his  property,  and 

says: 

**  It  thus  becomes  a  souvenir  to  be  treasured  by  him  who  has  been  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  inner  door,  and  will  remain  an  heir-loom  in  his  fam- 
ily, calling  forth  recollections  of  his  connection  with  the  brethren  of  the 
mystic  tie.  The  Worshipful  Master,  when  performing  the  impressive 
ceremonies  of  initiation,  need  not  reserve  in  nis  mind  the  thought  that 
such  presentation  is  but  temporarily  transferring  the  property  of  the 
lodge,  but  thiU  this  **badgo  of  a  Mason*'  is  a  gift  to  the  novice  from  the 
experts  around  him,  ever  to  remind  him  to  keep  that  garment,  us  his 
own,  unspotted  and  untarnished  before  the  world. 

His  references  to  subjects  of  local  importance  are  lull  and  judicious, 

and  he  thus  closes  a  long  and  excellent  address,  viz : 

And  now,  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  the  parting  hour  has 
come;  the  dim  shadow  of  my  official  connection  with  you  is  fast  fading, 
and  will  soon  disappear  beyond  that  horizon  which  shall  give  to  you  the 
brighter  and  more  radiant  rays  of  an  abler  and  wiser  successor.  By  your 
generous  preference,  and  by  your  kind  encouragement,  I  have  ventured, 
step  by  step,  forward  and  onward,  up  the  incline  of  olllcial  life,  until  I 
have  reached  the  highest  pinnacle  of  a  mason's  ambition.  There  I  have 
rested  my  vision  on  a  scene  unveiled  to  but  few,  and  tasted  of  the  fruits 
RO  attractive  and  tempting  to  those  below.  Willingly  do  I  now  ^trace 
my  steps  to  return  to  that  level  from  whence  I  came,  praying  only  that  I 
be  permitted  to  retain  those  fragrant  flowers  of  devoted  friendship  I  have 
gathered  on  the  way. 

And  in  passing  along  the  opened  ranks  to  resume  my  former  station, 
should  I,  on  the  one  side,  hear  the  soft  whisperings  of  approval  of  the 
aged  and  veteran  leaders  of  the  craft,  and  on  the  other  meet  the  extended 
hand  of  welcome,  prompted  by  honest  inspirations  of  regard  and  esteem, 
gratefully  will  I  turn  to  Him,  the  origin  of  all  wisdom,  strength,  and 
love,  and  in  after  hours  of  happy  contentment  and  ease,  thankfully  ac- 
knowledge His  guidance  and  direction  on  my  venturesome  journey. 

Farewell,  then.  My  best  wishes  and  heart  yearnings  will  ever  be  with 
the  generous  and  noble-hearted  fraters  of  Iowa.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
often  meet  with  those  who  have  so  generously  extended  Uie  covering  of 
forbearance  over  my  shortcomings;  may  I  often  yet  enjoy  the  magnetic 
pulsatiouR  of  a  sensitive  heart  when  touched  by  the  electric  influence  of 
our  annual  gatherings.  And  should,  perchance,  in  the  unknown  and  dis- 
tant future,  my  lot  of  life  be  cast  in  some  other  clime,  the  shining  light 
of  grateful  remembrance  will  ever  encircle  that  brightest  spot  in  my  life's 
history. 

The  general  proceedings  of  this  communication  are  remarkably  in- 
teresting and  afford  not  only  agreeable,  but  also  instructive  reading. 
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The  reports  of  R.  W.  Brother  Parvin,  Grand  Secretaiy,  are  charao- 
teristically  able  and  exhaustive,  and  comprise  his 

ORAMD  ANNUAIi  BEPOBT — A  BEPOBT  ON  •*  FSATBBNAIi  D2AD,'* 

in  which  his  facile  pen  records  in  words  of  fitting  ealog}'  and  sympathy 
Iowa's  tribute  to  the  worthy  dead  of  her  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

He  also  submits  an  elaborate  report  as  Grand  Librarian.  We  note 
here,  too,  our  appreciation  of  the  reports  of  Ck>BociTTEB8,  which  furnish 
usually  a  fair  criterion  for  judging  the  general  intelligence  of  a  Grand 
Lodge — in  this  respect  Iowa  suffers  nothing  in  comparison  with  similar 
deliverances  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

FOREIGN   COBBESPONDEKCE. 

We  have  again  the  pleasure  in  this  department  of  reading  after  Brother 
William  B.  Langridge'^hose  report,  though  very  brief,  includes  a  re- 
view of  the  proceedings  of  (40)  forty  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  those 
of  Alabama,  1876,  have  acceptable  attention,  though  received  too  late  for 
general  review.  We  have  a  fancy  for  Brother  Langridge's  peculiar, 
manly  pure  and  forcible  as  of  the  olden  time  style  of  writing,  and  very 
much  regret  his  announcement  of  this  as  his  last  report  May  we  meet 
again,  my  Brother,  in  some  other  branch  of  masonic  labor  and  duty. 
Iowa  gives  us  a  treat  in  a  very  elocjuent  Oration,  by  Brother  Moses  A. 
McCk>id,  printed  in  the  appendix  of  this  volume  of  proceedings.  We 
would  gladly  aid  in  extending  its  circle  of  reading,  but  our  space  will  not 
admit  of  extracts  sufficiently  lengthy  to  afford  a  fair  specimen  of  its  style 
or  exceUence  of  thought  We  make  room,  however,  for  a  few  paragraphs 
enforcing  views  quite  in  conformity  with  our  own  convictions,  viz: 

But,  seriously,  it  is  npt  my  intention  to  discuss  masonic  antiquity; 
although,  as  I  said,  I  am  one  of  those  who,  with  certain  qualifications, 
believe,  iiom  the  evidence,  in  its  vast  age.  That  anciently  it  was  dressed 
in  varied  garbs,  and  practiced  orgies  of  barbaric  times;  that  it  has  been 
reorganized  and  made  modem,  is  perhaps  true.  Bevealed  religion  has 
had  its  dispensations  and  reformations,  but  loses  thereby  none  of  its 
antiquity. 

Man  instinctively  housed  away  in  his  darkest  day,  in  some  secret  order, 
the  precious  truths  of  nature,  and  has  been  gathering  them  from  all 
ages.  We  have  these  contributions  marked  by  penal  foims,  emblems, 
ancient  words,  hieroglyphics,  signs,  symbols,  doctrines,  and  unalterable 
customs,  leading  back  into  every  age,  nation,  country,  and  race.  These 
came  up  from  the  uncertain  ages  in  traditional  form,  claiming  great 
antiquity,  colored  and  tinctured  as  the  limpid  streams  that  come  down 
from  the  mountain  slopes,  by  the  earth  through  which  they  pass,  but  the 
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same  original  elements  emptying  together,  once  more,  into  the  pore  river 
of  the  Masonry  of  civilization  and  modem  time.  From  these  evidences 
its  vast  ago  appears,  as  undeniable  as  that  of  oar  planet,  which  is  written 
by  the  hand  of  God  in  the  geological  strata  which  wrap  the  globe. 

And  yet  what  great  moral  evil  owes  its  existence,  or  the  slightest  en- 
couragement, to  Masonry?  Where  did  it  ever  afflict  humanity  with  a 
lalse  idea?  Where  are  its  battlefields  ?  It  stands  before  us  like  Melchise- 
dec  before  Abraham — to  bless  u& 

If  very  ancient,  it  owes  its  preservation  to  some  clear,  commanding 
principles  of  right,  which,  when  revealed  to  any  age  or  race,  win  their 
oonquering  way  against  all  opposition.  Let  the  world  apply  to  it  the 
philosophy  of  Gamaliel  to  the  Jewish  council  respecting  Christianty — 
*'Bofram  from  these  men,  and  let  them  alone.  If  this  counsel  or  this 
work  be  of  man,  it  will  come  to  naught;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot 
overthrow  it"  There  is  great  depth  in  that  counsel.  It  is  like  this: 
Humanity  moves  onward,  upward,  irresistibly.  Whatever  is  formed  by 
men  for  selfish  purposes  may  be  controlled  and  overthrown,  and  will  soon 
perish;  but  in  its  great  ruling  tendencies,  it  is  God-like,  omnipotent, 
lou  cannot  overthrow  it  Fight  it  not,  but  if  you  do,  make  up  your 
mind  to  fight  God.  As  religion  is  the  revelation  of  the  good  will  of  God 
to  man,  so  Masonry  is  the  revelation  of  the  good  will  of  man  to  man,  and 
its  continued  existence  and  survival  over  aU  opposition  is  evidence  that 
it  is  within  the  tendencies  of  man  to  grow  better. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Brother  Zephaniah  G.  Luse Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  Theodore  S.  Parvin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 348 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 1,073 

"  Passed ^   1,018 

«•  Raised 1,056 

••  Affiliated. 50Q 

•*  Beinstated 63 

"  Dimitted. 878 

"  Died 116 

**  Suspended  and  expelled 49 

**  Enrolled  Master  Blasons 17,876 
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KANSAS. 

In  a  neatly  printed  and  very  presentable  volame  of  some  four  hundred 
pages  we  are  favored  with  tidings  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kan- 
sas, containing,  amongst  other  interesting  matter,  the  proceedings  of  two 
grand  communications  of  that  Grand  Lodge.  The  first,  held  in  the  city 
of  Leavenworth,  Nov.  20th,  1875,  was  a  memorial  occasion,  a  grand  trib- 
ute of  respect  to  the  memory  of  their ^r«^  Grand  Master,  the  late  M.  W. 
BicHARD  B.  Bees,  one  who  evidently  deserved,  as  he  undoubtedly  re- 
ceived, the  respect  and  love  of  his  cotcmporaries,  and  of  whom  Grand 
Master  Isaac  B.  Sharp  thus  speaks  in  eloquent,  yet  withal,  uuattempted 
eulogy : 

Bbethben  :  It  is  for  the  performance  of  a  solemn  and  sacred,  albeit  a 
sad  duty,  that  you  have  been  assembled  in  Special  Communication  to-day. 
Our  Grand  Master  is  dead,  and  though  the  secrets,  the  symbolism,  and 
all  the  beautiful  Bitual  of  Freemasonry  survive  in  his  Brethren,  yet  there 
lies  silent  and  cold  before  us,  the  embodiment  of  much  that  is  beautiful, 
all  that  is  precious  and  Ptire  in  the  character  of  the  true  Mason — there 
has  fallen  into  the  lap  of  earth  the  mature  and  golden  fruit  of  Masonic 
teachings.  It  is  not  alone  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  this,  our 
deceased  Grand  Master,  and  to  lav  our  offering  of  cypress  and  palm  upon 
his  tomb,  that  we  come  together,  but  also,  let  us  hope,  to  be  inspired  by 
his  pure  and  simple  life,  and  to  be  elevated  and  strengthened  by  his  ex- 
ample. There  met  and  blended  harmoniously  in  his  character  aU  the 
qualities  of  true  manhood  ;  the  simplicity  of  a  child,  the  wisdom  of  un- 
premeditated goodness,  the  firmness  of  stoical  virtue,  and  the  gentle, 
susceptible,  melting  heart  of  true  and  ever-present  charity. 

He  was  the  pioneer  of  our  Order  in  Kansas.  He  nursed  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  its  intancv,  and  guided  its  uncertain  footsteps,  and  sustained 
its  failing  strength  oy  his  earnest  and  unflagging  enthusiasm.  He  saw 
this  Grand  Body  through  all  the  disasters  of  dark  times  and  was  with  it 
when  it  finally  emerp^ed  into  the  sunshine  of  a  peace,  a  prosperity  and 
mature  strength,  which  it  is  our  hope  may  always  continue  and  be  ever 
enhanced. 

He  it  viras  who  served  as  a  cementing  bond  of  affection  between  Masons; 
every  Blason  who  knew  him  within  the  Jurisdiction,  and  there  were  few 
who  did  not,  were  united  in  loving  and  respecting  Bro.  Bees,  and  with 
this  fraternal  motive  in  common,  they  the  more  earnestly  loved  each 

other  and  our  glorious  Order. 

•  ••«•••*• 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1876,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  again  assembled, 
and  held  its  twenty-first  Grand  Annual  Communication  on  that  and  the 
day  following  ;  present,  M.  W.  Isaac  B.  Sharp,  with  other  Grand  Officers 
and  n  quorum  of  Bepresentatives  from  Subordinate  Lodges. 

The  address  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Sharp  is  an  able  and  interesting 
review  of  the  year's  doings,  including  appropriate  suggestions  on  topioB 
demanding  l^islation. 
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He  says  of  the  general  condition  of  the  craft  in  that  jurisdiction  : 

I  am  most  happy  to  stato  to  you,  that^  with  but  a  single  excewtion,  the 
greatest  unanimity  and  birmouy  exist  among  the  brethren  in  the  Subor- 
dinate Lodges  throughout  our  Jurisdiction,  and  prosperity  and  success 
seem  to  be  crowning  ail  their  e£fortH  ;  and  that  but  very  few  disstmsions 
have  arisen  during  the  past  year  demanding  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Grievances,  or  of  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  the  exception  to  which*!  re- 
fer will  be  fully  brought  to  your  notice  and  explained  before  I  close,  and 
will  demand  your  close  and  careful  consideration,  that  no  wrong  may  be 
inflicted  and  yet  full  and  complete  justice  may  be  done  in  the  premises. 

This  ''exception,'*  we  may  as  well  state  here,  was  the  contumacy  of 
Frankfort  Lodge  No.  67,  in  refusing  to  mete  out  punishment  adequate  to 
the  offense  of  a  member  whose  ivfliience  over  a  majority  of  its  members 
seemed  paramount  to  their  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  For  though 
ordered  to  rttry  and  expel  the  guilty  party,  they  persistently  refused  to 
obey  the  edict,  and  the  Grand  Master  w&8  forced  to  suspend  the  charter 
and  work  of  the  Lodge,  which  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
following  resolutipn : 

Resolt^l,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  approves  of  the  action  of  M.  W. 
Gnmd  Master  Sharp  in  suspending  the  Jewel  of  Frankfort  Lodge  No.  67, 
and  that  the  Charter  of  said  Lodge  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

The  Grand  Master  was  called  upon  to  decide  many  questions  of  law 
and  usage  during  the  year,  and  reports  Uurty-three  decisions,  all  of  which 
appear  to  us  quite  unobjectionable.  We  quote  a  few  of  them  as  of  gen- 
eral interest,  viz  : 

St/it^rtnent — A  profane  residing  within  the  Juris<liction  of  Lodge  No.  17, 
petitions  it  for  tlie  degrees  of  Masonry,  which  is  received,  and  alter  due 
proceedings  had,  the  applicnut  is  rejected.  He  then  removes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Lodge  No.  13'i,  and  jK^titious  it  for  the  degrees  in  Miscm- 
ry,  which  petition  is  received  by  No.  132,  and  without  the  consent  of  No. 
17,  or  the  waiver  of  any  of  its  rights.  No.  13d  accepts  the  applictvnt  and 
confers  upon  him  the  £.  A.  Degree.  The  applicant  before  receiving  any 
further  Degrees  removes  back  within  the  jurisdiction  of  No.  17,  and  pe- 
titioned No.  17  for  the  F.  C.  and  M.  M.'s  Degrees. 

Query — To  which  Lodge  does  the  candidate  belong  and  what  is  his 
stiitus  ? 

Ansicer—The  candidate  having  first  applied  to  No.  17  for  the  Degrees, 
it  obtiiined  jurisdiction  over  him,  although  it  rejected  him,  and  he  be- 
C4inie  its  material  and  without  the  consent  of  No.  17,  no  Lodge  could 
legally  receive  and  act  on  his  petition.  No.  132  did  so  act  and  conferred 
the  £.  A.  Degree,  which  act  was  unauthorized  and  a  violation  of  Masonic 
law.  No.  17  having  obtained  jurisdiction  and  never  having  waived  it^ 
has  now  full  jurisdiction  t^nd  control  of  the  candidate.  The  action  of 
No.  132  in  no  wise  interfered  vriih  its  rights,  and  on  demand  of  No.  17, 
No.  132  should  pay  over  to  No.  17  any  money  received  on  said  petition. 
The  candidate  having  received  the  £.  A.  Degree  and  having  the  right  to 
suppose  No.  132  was  proceeding"  regularly,  and  being  in  no  wise  to  blame 
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for  their  action,  need  only  petition  No.  17  for  the  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  De- 
grees. 

A  Lodge  XJ.  D.  has  no  authority  to  try  a  brother.  The  charges  and 
specilicationB  muut  be  Kent  to  the  nearest  chartered  Lodge  for  trial. 

When  charges  have  been  regularly  preferred  against  a  brother,  and  on 
trial,  after  due  proceedings  had,  the  brother  is  found  guilty  and  the  pun* 
ishment  awarded  is  (indefinite)  suspension,  from  which  trial,  findings 
and  sentence  of  the  Ix)dge  the  brother  takes  an  appeal  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  appeal  being  heard,  the  decision  of  the  Subordinate 
Lodge  is  affirmed,  it  is  then  too  late  fbr  the  Subordinate  Lodge  to  seek  to 
restore  the  suspended  brother  by  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  he  was 
suspended.  It  can  not  be  done.  The  brother  may  petition  the  Lodge 
for  restoration,  which  petition  should  go  through  all  the  forms  of  one 
applying  for  affiliation,  except  that  it  only  requires  a  two-thirds  vote  to 
restore  the  brother  applying  therefor,  and  not  an  unanimous  vote,  as  in 
case  for  affiliation. 

A  Lodge  cannot  act  upon  the  petition  of  a  candidate  for  the  Degrees 
who  has  been  rejected  in  a  foreign  Jurisdiction,  without  first  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  Lodge  that  rejected  him. 

A  man  who  is  habitually  addicted  to  the  use  of  profane  language  is  not 
a  proper  subject  for  the  mysteries  of  Masonry,  until  a  reformation  in  that 
respect  takes  place. 

A  Lodge  U.  D.  cannot  adopt  by-laws.  Lodges  U.  D.  are  to  be  gov- 
erned by  Uie  Ancient  Landmarks,  the  General  Regulations  of  the  Order 
and  the  specific  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  under  whose  Jurisdic- 
tion they  are,  together  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  same. 

The  rule  of  physical  disqualification  does  not  api)ly,  when  the  disqual- 
ification occurs  after  the  candidate  has  been  made  a  Mason,  therefore  the 
loss  of  the  left  arm  by  a  candidate  after  he  had  received  the  £.  A.  Degree 
will  not  disqualify  him  from  receiving  the  F.  G.  and  M.  M.'s  Degrees,  if 
otherwise  worthy  to  be  advanced. 

The  proceedings  of  Kansas,  now  under  review,  relate  mainly  to  topics 
of  local  interest,  which  were  discussed  as  weU  as  disposed  of  with  com- 
mendable inteUigenoe  and  dispatch. 

One  local  grievance,  however,  carried  with  it  conditions  and  principles 
extending  in  their  influence  far  beyond  the  borders  of  Kansas.  We 
allude  to  the  appeal  of  Alpha  Lodge  No.  122,  "located  at  Fort  Gibson, 
Cherokee  Nation,"  "and  holding  its  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kansas"  for  the  protection  against  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory,  arresting  its  charter.  This  appeal  opens  up  a  serious 
question  of  jurisdiction,  which  neither  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  nor 
that  of  the  Indian  Territory  can  ignore.  The  first  is  bound  in  all  honor 
to  protect  and  defend  the  rights  of  its  subordinate,  while  on  the  part  of 
the  latter,  its  edict  against  Alpha  assumes  an  authority  which,  if  not  sus- 
tained by  fact  and  usage,  recoils  with  disastrous  effect  upon  its  sovereign- 
ty. The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  has  not  been  recognized 
by  either  Arkansas  or  Kansas  the  two  Grand  Lodges  of  contiguous  juris- 
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diction,  and  we  cannot  see  how  the  action  against  Alpha  (one  of  the 
subjects  of  Kamuis)  can  be  sustained  if  Kansas  persists  in  defending  as 
it  now  does,  the  following  declarations  of  that  Lodge  in  this  controversy, 
viz: 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  we  decline  to  sarrender  our  Charter  or 
suspend  our  work  until  you  cf*n  be  communicated  with,  and  your  advice 
be  obtained.  We  have  done  so  through  no  contumacious  spirit  or  un- 
friendly feeling,  but  because  we  hold  ourselves  bound  by  the  action  of 
the  Graud  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Kansas  in  refusing  to  recognize  the 
legality  of  the  Qrand  Lodge,  so-called,  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  be- 
cause we  have  been  informed  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, from  which  the  Lodges  organizing  the  Grand  Lodge  obtained 
their  Charters,  has  pursued  the  same  course. 

This  Lodge  desires  to  cultivate  none  but  fnitemal  feelings  and  to  com- 
ply x^ith  each  and  all  of  its  duties  in  the  premises,  but  it  adheres  to  ita 
original  position  on  the  subject  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Indian  Territory.  It  believes  it  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  on 
account  of  the  reasons  already  stated.  The  Indian  Territory,  so-called, 
is  no  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  the  technical  sense  of 
those  terms. 

The  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  established,  has,  wo 
are  informed,  no  legal  status  as  a  citizen  of  Indian  country,  bat  is 
liable,  in  common  with  some  other  officers  of  that  Lodge,  to  be  removed 
beyond  i^s  limits  at  any  time  by  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  further  the  Cherokee  Nation,  where  this  Lodge  and 
Flint  Lodge  are  located,  owe  no  legal  obligations  to  the  remainder  of  the 
country  styled  the  Indian  Territory,  any  more  than  does  the  Choctaw  or 
the  Creek  Nation,  whose  respective  bounds  and  rights  are  separated  and 
defined  as  clearly  as  those  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

For  these  reasons  we  protest  against  the  action  of  the  said  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  as  uncalled  for  and  unfratemal,  and  ask 
lor  your  immediate  advic-o  and  directions  in  the  future,  and  by  which 
action  we  will  be  governed. 

The  Grand  Lodge  refused,  as  heretofore,  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  Indian  Territory  (after  a  full  and  able  discussion  of  the  question),  but 
did  recognize  and  * 'welcome  into  the  circle  of  Grand  Lodges'*  those  of 
'•Manitoba"  and  "Prince  Edwards  Island.'* 

An  interesting  feature  of  these  proceedings  is  a  long  and  able  commit- 
tee report  on  "colored  Masonry,"  taking  position  quite  in  harmony  with 
the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  by  this  writer.  We  extract  a  few  sen- 
tences from  the  cimclusions  of  this  committer  (consisting  of  Brothers  D. 
Bockaway,  John  M.  Price,  and  Owen  A.  Bassett),  viz: 

Grand  Master  Battin,  in  his  Address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  in 
1875,  speaking  of  his  own  and  the  so-called  O>lored  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ohio,  says: 

"In  this  great  Centennial  year,  whilst  liberty  and  equality  are  shed 
abroad  through  our  great  nation,  is  it  not  right  and  proper  that  we,  as 
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Masons,  shall  at  least  attempt  to  bring  abont,  by  right  and  proper  means 
and  in  a  legal  manner,  a  omon  of  those- two  Grand  liodges  m  one  State  ? 
If  there  is  any  illegality  in  the  organisation  of  either,  let  it  be  healed.  It 
has  been  done  before,  and  it  can  oe  done  again." 

Why  should  not  Bro.  Battin  say  to  these  colored  men:  If  yon  want  the 
benefits  of  Masonry,  present  your  petitions  to  the  Lodges  in  whose  joris- 
diction  yon  reside?  Perhaps  Bro.  Battin  would  say  uat  their  petitions 
wonld  be  rejected.  Axe  there  not  fifty  thousand  white  men  in  Ohio 
whose  petitions  would  be  rejected  ?  And  if  they  should  for  that  reason 
organize  themselves  into  clandestine  Lodges  and  a  Grand  Lodge,  would 
Bra  Battin  say,  "heal  and  admit  them  ?" 

That  system  of  treatment  would  nullify  the  ballot,  and  make  the  Tiler 
a  supernumerary. 

We  sincerely  trust  that  this  question  has  no  political  significance  in  it, 
and  hope  that  no  one  will  have  the  temerity  of  handling  j^itics  with  the 
IVowel.  In  yiew  of  the  possible  'consequences,  it  cannot  oe  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  most  of  the  American  Grand  Lodges  practically  say  **hands  ofi^** 
so  £ar  as  this  question  is  concerned.  In  most  of  the  Jurisdictions  in  which 
reflations  forbidding  the  initiation  of  Colored  men  have  existed,  these 
odious  rules  have  been  swept  awi&y,  and  the  African,  like  the  other  races 
of  men,  left  to  present  himself  on  his  merits,  and  like  other  men  succeed 
or  fail  on  them. 

Tour  Committee  are  unable  to  see  why  any  special  regulation  for  or 
against  him  should  be  adopted.  That  baring  been  the  rule  so  far  in  this 
Jurisdiction  we  think  it  a  good  one  and  it  should  not  be  changed. 

WOKBmiX  OOBBBSPOMDBMOK. 

An  able  and  very  readable  report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by 
Brother  John  H.  Brown,  Chairman,  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings 
of  some  fifty  Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1875,  to 
which  he  appropriates  ample  space  and  commendation,  treating  its  deliy- 
exanoes  with  fraternal  and  complimentary  recognition,  for  which  we 
thaiik  him.  We  would  gladly  tarry  a  while  with  Brother  B.,  but  our 
time  in  Kansas  *Hb  up,"  and  we  must  hasten  away  to  other  **fields"  and 
"pastures  new" — ^leaving  much  unsaid  that  ws  intended  to  remark  in 
reference  to  these  proceedings. 

OIUMD  OFFICEJiS  BLBOT. 

Id.  W.  Bro.  Jacob  D.  Bush Grand  Blaster. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  H.  Brown,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISnCU. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 166 

10 
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Work. 

Number  Initiated 449 

FaHsed 393 

"        Buised 433 

"        Affiliated 420 

"        Eeinstated 56 

••        Dimitted 394 

"        Died 63 


Snspcnded 143 

Expelled 12 

Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons. 6,896 

KENTUCKY. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  held  its  (77th)  Seventy-Seventh 
Grand  Annual  Commnnication  at  Louisville,  commencing  Tuesday, 
October  19th,  1876.  Present,  Jno.  H.  Leathers,  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
with  numerous  Grand  and  Fast  Grand  Officers,  and  a  large  a£tendance  of 
Bepresentatives  of  Subordinate  Lodges. 

The  proceedings  are  voluminous  and  interesting;  presented,  however, 
in  a  style  of  ty]X)grapbical  execution  far  behind  this  age  of  improve- 
ment— the  pNiper  is  course  and  discolored,  while  the  print  is  abominably 
blurred  as  if  some  prentice  hand  had  been  used  at  the  press  work. 

We  note  that  'immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
M.  W.  Palmer  J.  Fillans,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
was  introduced  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  received  with  the  Grand  Honors 
and  seated  in  the  East" — a  compliment  to  our  honored  and  worthy  Grand 
Master,  which  Alabama  appreciates  and  gratefully  acknowledges. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Leathers  greeted  the  Grand  Lodge  with  an  im- 
pressive and  very  appropriate  annual  address,  from  which  we  shall  quote 
as  freely  as  our  space  will  permit  After  a  few  introductory  sentences,  he 
thus  proceeds: 

The  general  depression  of  the  times,  which  has  affected  every  portion 
of  our  country,  has  not  siwred  Masonic  work.  Accessions  to  our  Order 
have  not  been  us  large  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  aggregate  member- 
ship of  Subordinate  Lodges  reported  this  year  will,  probably,  be  smaller 
than  any  number  reported  for  the  past  five  years.  Yet,  while  we  may  not 
be  able  to  boast  of  large  additions  to  our  numbers,  we  have  no  ground 
for  alarm:  on  the  contrary,  we  have  cause  for  a  hearty  congratulation 
that  the  Order  is  in  a  healthy  and  flouri^hiug  condition,  and  peace  and 
harmony  prevail  among  our  Lodges. 

The  genuine  test  of  Masonic  growth  is  not  in  numbers,  but  rather  in 
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character,  and  in  thiR  respect  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  higher  in- 
tellectual and  moral  attainments  are  aimed  at  by  the  Craft,  and  greater 
solicitade  felt  for  the  parity  and  integrity  of  oar  membership  than  ever 
before. 

In  the  assembling  of  oarsolves  together,  from  year  to  year,  to  discharge 
the  important  dutied  committed  to  oar  trust  by  a  confiding  Brotherhood, 
it  is  proper  that  we  should  begin  our  labors  by  taking  a  retrospect  of  the 
past;  to  consider  the  rcsponsibilitieR  of  the  present;  to  call  to  mind  the 
purposes  which  induced  wise  and  good  men  to  found  our  noble  Order, 
and,  in  the  light  of  past  teachings,  to  devise  such  moadures  as  will  tend 
to  advance  the  cause  of  Masonry  and  thereby  elevate  and  bless  mankind. 

HIBTOBICAL  REVIEW. 

The  innomerable  company  of  good  and  true  men  in  every  age  of  the 
world  who  have  patronized  Masonic  assemblies,  and  have  encouraged  and 
promoted  its  interests,  were  actuated  by  the  noble  desire  of  benefiting 
their  fellow  men,  and  bettering  their  condition  amid  the  cares  and  sor- 
rows of  life.  To  promote  mutual  welfare,  to  sustain  each  other  in 
adversity,  to  relieve  each  other  in  distress,  to  care  for  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  to  sympathize  with  the  distressed  in  their  affliction,  to  succor 
and  aid  in  the  adversity  of  a  brother,  to  rejoice  with  him  in  his  prosperity, 
to  defend  his  helplessness,  and  to  whisper  good  counsel  in  his  ear,  and 
to  aid  him  in  every  lawful  and  laudable  undertaking,  is  the  great  aim  we 
have  in  view. 

Other  and  kindred  institutions  have  risen  and  flourished  for  a  time, 
them  decayed  and  died.  Masonry  has  witnessed  their  rise  and  their  fall, 
but  Time,  the  great  leveller  of  all,  has  only  added  fresh  vigor  to  its  illus- 
trious past  and  crowned  its  record  with  the  splendor  of  immortal  years. 
Well  may  the  mighty  English  people, 

*'  Whose  flag  has  braved  a  thousand  years 
The  battle  and  the  breeze," 

point  to  its  national  emblem  with  the  profonndost  pride  and  pleasure, 
bat  we  stand  here  this  day  part  of  an  Order  whose  birth  is  nearly  com- 
mensurate with  Time  itself— tracing  its  origin  back  almost  to  the  hour 
when  ite  Supreme  Buler  said,  ^'Let  there  be  light"— an  Order,  too, 
which  seeks  no  political  power,  nor  yearns  for  the  gratification  of  no 
sordid  ambitions,  but  whicii  finds  its  vitality  and  force  in  its  good  deeds 
to  men,  and  its  greatest  triumphs  in  the  gratitude  of  the  suffering  and 
cUstressed. 

It  is  but  natural  and  just  that  we  should  feel  a  proper  pride  in  the  long 
list  of  renowned  names  in  all  ages,  past  and  present,  who  have  shed  so 
much  lustre  upon  our  Order,  and  a  veneration  for  an  institution  so  illus- 
trious in  the  world's  history,  and  around  which  so  many  sacred  associa- 
tions cluster.  Let  us,  as  we  meet  here,  the  representatives  of  more  than 
twenty  thousand  Masons,  to  legislate  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  Graft, 
stand  firm  in  our  devotion  to  the  governing  principles  of  our  time  hon- 
ored Order.  Let  us  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  solemn  trusts  committed 
to  our  care,  and  prove  ourselves  the  worthy  successors  of  our  distinguished 
liasonicpredeoeasors.    The  experience  of  centuries  teaches  us  that  oharify 
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to  maDkind  and  love  to  the  brethren  have  ever  been  the  leading  and 
goiding  principles  of  our  noble  Craft.  Thank  God,  Buch  principles  have 
been  the  treasure  of  true  Masonic  fidelity,  and  its  strength  and  fortress, 
perpetuating  its  vitality  amid  the  dedideuce  of  other  institutions,  and 
establishing  it  upon  a  foundation  '^stendiast  and  immovable."  These 
are  the  works  which  will  stand  the  test  of  the  Great  Overseer's  square . 
Bigotry  and  oppression  ma^  ^'ar  against  us  in  vain.  While  we  have 
these  works  to  commend  us,  if  **  God  be  for  us,  who  skill  be  against  os  ?** 
•  •••  •  •  •  •• 

The  Ho3£E  next  engages  his  attention,  and  very  properly  too,  for  we 
regret  to  see  that  the  well  matured  pLin  of  relief  for  Widows*  and  Or- 
phans' Home  of  the  last  session,  known  as  the  *'Bond  Proposition,'*  had 
failed  of  ratification  when  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  Lodges,  and  that 
institution  was  still  in  need  of  assistance  to  complete  necessary  additions 
and  improvements  to  the  buildings.  It  seems  that  Grand  Lodge  could 
not,  without  the  assent  of  the  Lodges,  vote  the  appropriations  needed* 
and  we  regret  to  see  what  we  take  to  be  an  intention  on  the  part  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Lodges  to  shirk  their  duty  in  this  matter  and  desert  the 
Home  in  its  time  of  need.  But  we  will  iet  the  Grand  Master  speak  on 
this  subject  and  after  quoting  his  remarks  give  such  extracts  from  the 
proceedings  on  this  subject  as  will  indicate  the  probable  result  of  the  new 
effort  We  hope  the  Home  is  saved,  but  doubt  the  generosity  and  good 
will  of  the  Lodges.    In  reference  to  the  Home  the  Grand  Master  says: 

**The  Endowment  Fund,  including  the  munificent  donations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  tiiirty- 
eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents 
($138,461.72),  yielding  an  income  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
which  is  only  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  present  number  of  inmates 
even  at  an  average  expense  of  but  twenty-two  cents  a  day  for  each  benefi- 
cianr 

There  can  bo  no  question,  brethren,  that  we  have  reache<l  the  obisxb  in 
the  history  of  the  Home,  and  a  failure  to  take  proper  action  will  not  and 
can  not  relieve  us  of  our  responsibility  in  the  premises.  We  may  as  well 
look  this  matter  squarely  in  the  face. 

The  Architect  estimates  that  it  will  require  about  forty-five  thousand 
dollars  to  finish  the  building  and  fit  it  for  occupation.  The  work  is  of 
too  great  magnitude  to  attempt  to  carry  it  on  further  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  Craft.  The  Grand  Lodge  must  now  assume  the  res- 
ponsibility oi  providing,  by  legislation,  the  means  to  complete  and  endow 
this  great  work  or  heAi  the  ignominy  of  its  failure. 

If  Kentucky  Masonry  is  satisfied  with  wliat  has  been  done  and  can  rest 
content  to  do  no  more,  then  discharge  all  the  workmen  now  engaged  upon 
the  unfinished  portions  of  the  building  and  there  let  it  stand  in  its 
huge  proportions,  unfinished  and  desolate,  and  in  sad  contrast  to  the 
finished  portions  of  the  Home  with  its  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
happy  inmates. 

Great  as  is  the  glory  reflected  upon  the  Order  by  what  has  been  done, 
it  were  fiur  better  for  the  name  ol  Masonry  in  Kentucky  that  a  stone  had 


1877.]  APPENDIX.  149 

never  been  laid  than  to  Htop  where  we  are.  It  is  the  great  work  of  the 
Craft  and  its  proudest  achievement  Completed— an  imperishable 
monument  of  Masonic  bcnevoleuco  and  charity.  Unfinished — a  shame 
and  reproach  to  men  who  had  the  noble  and  generous  impulses  to 
devise  a  scheme  which  their  indifference  prevented  them  f^om  carrying 
out 

Its  bleak,  unadorned  and  tenantless  walls  crv  oat  at  this  hoar  for  the 
means  to  make  it  the  habitation  of  those  who,  by  the  decrees  of  fate,  are 
compelled  to  bear  cheerlesH  poverty  and  an  unprotected  and  defenseless 
exiKtenc^.  From  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  almost  from  every 
Lodge,  comes  the  plaint  of  the  helpless  infant,  or  the  wail  of  the  broken 
hearted  widow,  begging  for  bniad  to  feed  and  a  home  to  shelter.  These 
cries  come  not  from  Ktraugers,  they  are  from  the  loved  ones  of  our  breth- 
ren who  have  been  ciiUed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  and  who  departed 
hence  strong  in  the  faith  and  hopo,  tliat  we  who  are  left  behind  when 
they  are  gone  would  protect  and  defend  their  depr  ones.  These  children, 
these  widows,  are  the  bequest  to  us  of  dead  brethren,  and  mercy  and 
justice,  aside  from  all  the  solemn  obligations  of  our  Order,  call  us,  aye, 
demand  us.  at  this  hour  to  prove  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  our  dead 
and  worthy  the  siibliwe  principles  of  MAsonry. 

This  earnest  appeal,  sn])])lemente(i  by  two  very  able  and  eloquent  re- 
ports, one  from  the  Trustees  and  the  other  from  a  special  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  elicited  a  full  discussion  of  the  questions 
involved,  occu]»yiug  lor  two  days  much  ol  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  with  what  a])])ears  to  us  very  unsatisfactory  results.  The  Hobcb 
needed  aid  to  the  extent  of  say  $100,000,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  could  only 
respond  by  submitting  anew  to  the  Lodges  a  proposition  for  assessifient 
of  $1  |>er  capita  of  members  annually  for  five  years.  Admitting  that 
this  relief,  if  gmnted,  would  suffice,  how  slim  the  prospect  of  aid  from 
Lo<lges  that  had  just  vot^d  down  a  proposition  for  contributions  of  only 
TyO  cents  per  capita  per  annum. 

We  fear  the  Home  is  to  suffer  if  this  is  the  only  means  of  help  and 
Huccor. 

We  liave  said,  perhaps,  too  much  on  this  subject  for  an  outsider  ;  but 
we  view  the  matter  in  the  light  of  a  great  Miisonio  effort,  in  the  snccess 
or  failure  of  which  the  Fmtcmity  at  large  are  interested.  If  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky  can  not  sustain  itself  in  this  noble  andcrtaking,  then 
will  Masonic  charity  and  liberality  suffer  reproach  and  be  scoffed  at. 
The  failure  of  Kentucky  would  also,  alas !  tend  to  discourage  and  hinder 
all  similar  enterprises  elsewhere,  and  for  long  years  to  come,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  Masonry  and  of  its  helpless  dependents.  Heaven  grant  that  the 
Lodges,  to  whom  the  fate  of  this  measure  is  now  entrusted,  may  so  act  aa 
to  avert  the  calamity  we  fear. 

The  proceedings,  apart  from  the  subject  above  discussed,  are  mainly 
confined  to  routine  business  and  wo  can  not  notice  them  further,  except 
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to  extract  from  the  Grand  Master's  address  a  few  of  his  deoisioDS,  some  of 
wMch  diverge  a  little  from  our  usage.  We  refer  especially  to  No's  4,  7 
and  17 : 

"4.  The  burial  service  for  the  dead  is  part  of  the  labor  of  the  Lodge. 
Thorefoie,  it  is  improper  to  call  from  '  Labor  to  Kefreshment  *  when  the 
Lodge  leaves  its  hall  to  follow  the  remains  of  a  deceased  brother  to  their 
last  resting  place. 

5.  A  candidate  for  Masonry  must  be  of  sonnd  body  and  mind.  He  most 
possess  no  deformity  which  would  interfere  with  bis  giving  all  Blasonio 
signs  and  steps  in  ancient  form.  Likewise,  a  brother  who  has  been 
initiated  or  passed ,  but  since  that  time  has  lost  a  limb  or  become  maimed 
by  any  accident,  should  not  be  advanced.  He  must  be  physically  quali- 
fied to  receive  the  mysteries  of  the  Order  according  to  ancient  form,  and 
in  his  turn  instruct  others. 

6.  A  legal  summons  should  have  the  Master's  signature  and  the  seal  of 
the  Lodge  attached,  and  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  brother  who 
can  testify  that  the  summons  was  duly  served. 

7.  The  right  to  dimit  from  his  Lodge  is  said  to  be  an  inherent  right 
belonging  to  every  Mason,  and  if  an  inherent  right  a  vote  should  not  be 
taken  on  the  application  for  a  dimit,  the  petitioner  being  clear  of  the 
books  and  no  charges  against  him.  When  a  brother  makes  application 
for  a  dimit,  and  no  objections  are  interposed,  the  Master  should  instruct 
the  Secretary  to  make  the  record  and  to  issue  the  certificate. 

8.  A  Lodge  can  not  grant  a  dimit  otrndUionnUy.  After  a  diiait  has  been 
granted  to  a  brother  the  withholding  of  the  certificate,  or  written  evi- 
dence of  the  Lodge's  action,  does  not  make  the  dimitted  brother  any  the 
less  a  non-affiliated  Mason.  It  is  the  action  of  the  Lodge  on  the  applica- 
tion, and  not  the  written  evidence,  that  regulates  his  standing. 

9.  A  Lodge  not  having  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate  receives  his  peti- 
tion for  initiation  and  rejects  him.  The  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  may 
receive  and  act  upon  such  candidate's  petition  as  if  no  application  had 
been  made. 

10.  The  accuser  as  well  as  the  accused,  in  a  Lodge  trial,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  a  Lodge  feeling  aggrieved  at  the  decision  of  his  Lodge  may  appeal 
from  such  decision  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

11.  A  regularly  elected  and  installed  Master  of  a  Lodge  remains  in  office 
until  his  successor  is  duly  elected  and  installed.  The  fact  of  his  successor 
having  been  elected  does  not  qualify  him  to  preside  as  Master  until  he 
has  been  duly  installed. 

12.  No  one  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Master  who  has  not  served  as 
Warden  in  some  regularly  constituted  Lodge  of  Masons. 

13.  Any  brother  who  refuses  to  obey  the  request  of  the  Master  to  take 
his  turn  with  the  other  brethren  in  sitting  up  with  a  sick  member  of  his 
Lodge  is  g^iilty  of  unmasonic  conduct  and  is  amenable  to  charges. 

14.  The  Master  of  a  Lodge  should  not  confer  any  degree  upon  any 
candidate  elected  to  receive  the  same  until  such  time  as  he  thinks  proper. 

15.  A  suspended  Mason,  against  whom  charges  have  been  preferred, 
has  a  right  to  be  admitted  into  the  Lodge  during  his  triaL 

16.  Any  by-law  making  a  limit  to  the  number  of  years  a  Master  of  a 
Lodge  may  serve  is  unconstitutionaL    The  Master  of  a  Masonic  Lodge 
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may  serre  in  sach  capacity  as  many  terms  as  the  members  of  his  Lodge 
may  elect  him. 

17.  When  a  candidate  has  received  one  or  more  degrees  in  Masonry, 
and  objection  is' made  to  his  advancement,  the  broker  ^ould  have  a  trial 
when  he  demands  it,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  his 
aocQser  fooe  to  &Lce  and  vindicating  his  character  if  nnjostly  aspersed. 
N.  B. — I  know  that  many  brethren  will  not  coincide  in  this  opinion,  yet, 
while  the  right  of  a  brother  to  cast  a  black  ball,  irresponsibly,  as  between 
himself  and  his  conscience  is  folly  conceded,  a  candidate  who  has  taken 
bat  ODe  degree  in  Masonry  has  obtained  certain  Masonic  rights,  and 
among  thom  the  right  of  beiDg  heard  in  his  own  defense  when  objection 
is  made  against  him. 

FOBEIGN  OOBBBSPOKDEMGE. 

Brother  Thomas  Todd,  Chairman,  famishes  a  very  acceptable  report 
on  this  topic,  reviewing  judiciously  and  ably  the  proceedings  of  some 
fifty  American  and  European  Grand  Lodges. 

He  gives  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1875  full  space,  quoting 
G.  M.  Wilson's  decisions,  as  reported  for  that  year  in  full,  and  quoting 
freely  also  Irom  our  report  on  correspondence. 

Brother  Todd  fumishes  us  a  very  interesting  resume  of  Grand  Lodge 
intelligence  from  Europe,  and  we  extract  an  item  under  the  caption  of 
Hungary,  which  relates  to  a  question  still  pending  before  our  Grand 
Lodge  or  at  least  not  definitely  disposed  of,  an  application  for  recogni- 
tion from 

HUNOABT. 

We  have  received  various  documents  from,  and  have  also  been  fkvored 
with  a  personal  interview  with  a  brother  commissioned  to  represent  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Hungary  in  this  country,  and  if  possible  to  secure  its 
acknowlment  by  the  American  Grand  Lodges. 

ihe  state  of  the  case  is  briefly  as  follows: 

1.  There  is  in  Hungary  a  Grand  Lodge  (Independent)  formed  by  the 
concurrence  of  a  number  of  Subordinate  Symbolic  Lodges,  the  charters 
of  which  came  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.  Like  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  this  body  admits  no  superior,  and  governs  its  subordinates 
as  we  do  ours.  It  has,  however,  never  applied  to  us  for  recognition,  and 
we  are,  therefore,  not  advised  as  to  its  si)ecial  methods  aiid  cStims. 

2.  There  is  a  Supreme  Council,  and  within  and  subject  to  it  a  Grand 
Orient,  which  has  a  number  of  Subordinate  Lodges  (some  twenty  odd), 
some  of  which  were  established  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  some 
of  its  own  creation. 

This  Body  applies  to  us  for  recognition  and  interchange  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

On  the  principle  which,  for  some  years  past,  has  governed  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  which  is  at  the  foundation  of  our  system  of  Masonic  govern- 
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ment,  namely,  that  we  can  only  enter  into  correspondence  and  official 
relations  with  bodies  which  are  in  all  respects  oar  peers,  that  is  to  say, 
sovereign  and  supreme  in  their  respective  jurisdictions,  we  can  only  de- 
cline the  proffered  interchange  of  Bepresentatives. 

If  there  were  any  hope  that  a  recommendation  on  oar  part  would  be 
heeded,  we  should  advise  the  Grand  Orient  to  turn  over  its  Lodge  to  the 
existing  Grand  Lod^e;  acknowledge  that  as  the  supreme  and  sole  author- 
ity for  the  Symbolic  Degrees;  dissolve  itself  back  into  the  Supreme 
Council,  and  make  a  regulation  that  all  candidates  for  the  advanced 
grades  must  iireviously  have  received  the  three  first  degrees  in  some 
regular  Lodge,  and  then  the  difficulty  would  be  solved. 

If  the  American  Grand  Lodges  will  stand  together  on  this  question 
these  divided  authorities  on  matters  pertaining  to  Subordinate  Lodges 
will  soon  disappear. 

ORAND  OFFICSBS  XLEOT. 

M.  W.  Bra  B.  M.  Fairleigh Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  ]kl>  Todd,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

"  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 498 

(andTU.  D.) 

Number  Initiated 1166 

Dimitted 973 

Died 294 

••        Suspended 1191 

Of  Enrolled  Master  Blasons 91, 237 


•• 


LOUISIANA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  held  its  (65th)  sixty-filth  Annual 
Grand  Communication  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  commencing  Monday 
the  12th  day  of  October,  1877,  and  closing  the  following  Saturday,  17th. 

The  Lodge  was  opened  by  M.  W.  John  Graham  Fleming  in  ample  iobm; 
present,  besides  the  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Bepresentatives,  Delegates 
from  sixty-six  chartered  Lodges.  The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is 
itdly  up  to  the  standard  of  his  former  deliverances,  this  being  his  fourth 
address  from  the  Grand  East     It  is  thoughtful,  eloquent  and  instructive. 

He  says  of  Masonry  in  that  jurisdiction  what  may  appropriately  be 
applied  to  it  in  our  own  State,  and,  indeed,  in  all  sections  of  the  American 
Union,  for  every  where  in  this  countiy  the  commotions  of  the  recent  past 
are  developing  effects  more  or  less  injurious  to  our  social  and  industrial 
organisations.    Bat  time  and  patience  will  bring  order  out  of  eoirfusUm, 
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and  Masonxy,  with  its  otganizing  and  oementing  power  and  influences, 
will  be  one  of  the  acknowledged  agencies  ta  dispelling  the  mists  and 
elonds  that  now  depress  our  social  and  civil  atmosphere.  We  quote  as 
follows: 

"It  might  be  reasonably  supposed  that  in  the  midst  of  such  Divine 
favors  we  could  not  but  be  prosperous  and  contented,  both  as  a  people 
and  a  fraternity ;  but  I  regret  that  such  is  not  the  caee.  We  are  a  part, 
and  a  very  important  part,  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  can  not  bat  share 
in  the  general  misfortunes  as  they  come  upon  the  stage  of  life  to  play 
their  part  in  ther  history  of  human  af&irs.  When  war  or  sectional  or 
religions  or  political  strife  springs  up,  we  can  not  help  but  suffer  with  the 
rest  of  our  fellow  citizens,  pnd  no  matter  how  much  we  may  desire,  or 
bow  hard  we  may  strive  to  prevent  these  evils  from  having  a  blighting 
influence  on  us  as  an  Order,  we  can  not  entirely  succeed. 

During  the  past  ten  years  we  have  witnessed  the  working  out,  in  part, 
of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  political  problems  that  has  ever  oeen 
attempted  by  any  government,  nation  or  people.  A  race  of  men  number- 
ing millions,  have  been  emancipated  from  slavery,  and  not  only  invested 
with  the  right  of  su£Ehigo  and  all  other  civil  rights,  but,  so  far  as  this 
State  is  concerned,  have  been  elevated  to  be  at  once  its  law-makers  and 
rulers.  I  leave  the  casuist,  the  philosopher  and  the  politician  to  discuss 
the  probable  ultimate  result  of  tnis  experiment ;  but  so  fiar  it  has  been  a 
sad  one  to  us.  It  has  not  only  impoverished  hundreds  of  our  best  citi- 
zens, but  it  has  laid  an  embargo,  as  it  were,  upon  industrial  pursuits,  and 
establishod  a  standing  premium  for  duplicity  and  villainy,  and,  worse 
than  all,  has  filled  the  mud  with  discord  and  demoralization  and  destitu- 
tion. I  am  loth  to  believe  that  men  are  naturally  any  worse  now  than 
they  were  in  the  past  I  believe  that  they  are  in  the  present  day  and  gen- 
eration, as  I  believe  they  always  have  been,  more  liable  to  err  froqa  a  want 
of  resolution  to  do  right  than  from  a  disposition  to  do  wrong,  and  that 
they  would  prefer  to  do  nght  if  they  were  not  virtually  punished  for 
doing  it  In  the  general  estimation  of  the  world  wealth  is  considered 
essential  to  honor,  although  it  id  not  and  should  not  be  so,  and  the  high 
road  to  wealth  seems  now  to  lead  only  through  the  bogs  and  chapparels 
of  corruption  and  intrigue.  But  yet  all  this  mav  be  a  blessing  in  disguise. 
It  might  come  to  pass  that  the  evils  produced  by  it  wiU  cause  a  spirit  of 
reformation  to  rise  that  wiU  crush  it  and  establish  a  more  happy  condi- 
tion of  aflkirs.  For  the  present,  it  behooves  us  to  guard  well  our  doors 
and  our  interests,  that  none  of  this  discord  may  enter  the  one  or  injure 
the  other.  •••♦•• 

Grand  Master  Fleming  recommends,  and  the  Ghrand  Lodge  approved, 
the  full  restoration  of  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Can- 
ada. 

He  denounces  the  "Ontario"  revolt,  and  respecting  the  sentence  of  ex- 
pulsion against  those  Brethren,  declared  by  Canada,  issued  a  circular 
forbidding  all  intercourse  with  them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Louisiana. 

He  announces  the  cessation  of  official  intercourse  between  Tionisiana 
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and  the  **  Grand  mother  Lodge  of  the  Eclectic  Union  *'  at  Frankfort-on- 
the-Main,"  and  the  "  Grand  Lodge  of  Saxony  "  at  Dresden.  The  accred- 
ited representatives  of  Loaisiana  to  these  Grand  Bodies  having  failed, 
after  diligent  eflfort,  to  secure  from  those  Lodges  a  proper  recognition  of 
the  American  doctrine  of  •*exclasive  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty''  (.for 
which  Louisiana  was  contending),  and  resigned  their  positions.  No  sac- 
oessors  were  appointed. 
The  following  pleasant  incident  is  narrated  under  the  head  of 

MABTIilMD. 

On  the  last  day  of  our  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  1876,  I  read  a 
letter  from  M.  W.  Brother  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Gmnd  Master  of  Maryland, 
requesting  me  to  assist  in  finding  and  returning  to  his  home  a  boy  by  the 
name  of  Arthur  Crane,  who  was  aaid  to  be  some  where  on  the  Chenier 
Idands,  which  lie  on  the  southwestern  coast  of  the  State,  and  in  destitute 
condition.  I,  through  the  aid  of  a  gentleman  living  in  that  section, 
found  the  lad,  and  sent  money  there  to  pay  his  expenses  to  Galveston, 
and  placed  money  in  the  hands  of  C.  A.  Whitney  &  Co.  to  pay  his  piLssage 
from  there  here.  When  he  arrived  I  found  him  to  be  a  boy  about  13  years 
old,  of  remarkable  intelligence  for  his  age,  but  frank  and  modest  withal, 
but  in  most  miserable  plight  so  far  as  dothing  was  concerned.  He  told 
me  the  history  of  his  travels  and  cause  of  his  leaving  home,  and  of  his 
anxiety  to  return  to  his  mother.  I  bought  him  clothing  and  a  through 
ticket  to  Baltimore,  and  furnished  him  money  to  pay  his  expenses  home. 
HiQ  father,  who  died  some  years  ago,  was  a  prominent  Mason  and  a  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maiyland. 

Grand  Master  Latrobe,  in  his  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  has  done  me 
much  honor,  and,  as  I  drew  the  money  expended  ($09)  from  the  Belief 
Lodge,  by  the  consent  of  its  officers,  I  desire  that  the  Grand  Lodge  will 
share  the  honors  with  me  by  approving  of  my  action.  M  W.  Brother  La- 
trobe informed  me,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  former  standing  of  the  child's 
father  and  the  helpless  condition  of  his  mother. 

OONDrnON  OF    THE  CBAFT. 

Under  this  caption  the  Grand  Master  presents  some  judicious  views 
that  will  apply  quite  as  well  to  other  jurisdictions,  viz  : 

•  •  *  •  But  few  degrees  have  been  conferred,  and  the  old  com- 
plaint of  the  non-payment  of  dues  is  stiU  prevalent 

It  seems  to  me  that  much  good  might  be  done  by  a  more  prompt  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Secretaries  in  collecting  dues.  A  distinguished  Divine 
onc«  said  **that  there  were  three  steps  to  perdition:  the  first,  a  neglect  of 
religious  duties;  the  next,  a  refusal  to  perform  them;  and  the  third,  to 
curse  God  and  religion  both;*'  and  it  seems  to  mu  about  the  same  way 
with  some  of  our  brothers  in  regard  to  Lodge  dues.  They  first  neglect  to 
pay  them,  until  the  sum  becomes  a  large  or  important  one,  and  then  they 
refuse  to  pay,  and  if  disciplined  for  it  they  abuse  the  institution.     I 
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think  it  wonld  be  worth  trying  to  collect  them  in  small  snmR,  as  they 
socme. 

There  is  another  kind  of  debt  that  is  working  great  harm,  and  that  is 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Lodges. 

When  Pompey  the  Great  told  the  Dictator  of  Rome  that  ''more  wor- 
shipped the  rising  than  the  setting  sun,'*  he  uttered  a  great  tnith,  that 
^phes  to  institutions  as  well  as  individuals.  When  a  Lodge  is  known 
to  be  prosperous  and  carefully  managed,  it  is  generally  popul^.  especially 
with  its  own  members,  who  take  a  pride  in  attending  it;  hut  if  it  becomes 
inyolved  in  debt,  and  particularly  so  if  brought  to  that  condition  by  mia- 
management,  then  much  of  the  interest  and  pride  felt  by  the  members  in 
its  welfare  is  lost  Let  a  Lodge,  or  any  other  institution,  be  known  to  be 
inTolved  in  debt,  or  on  the  decline,  and  there  are  but  few  proselytes  to  do 
it  reverence  or  share  its  embarrassed  fortunes. 

So  far  as  a  Masonic  Lodge  is  concerned,  indebtedness  often  proves  fatal 
to  it,  when  otherwise  it  has  every  opportunity  to  succeed.  The  discus- 
sion of  the  debt  often  produces  discord  and  is  a  source  of  continual  an- 
noyance to  the  members,  and  to  avoid  discussing  it  some  dimit  and  oth- 
exH,  although  they  pay  their  dues,  never  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge. 
I  do  not  think  it  proper  that  I  should  give  the  names  of  Uie  Lodges,  but 
there  are  several  of  mem  that  are  very  much  embarrassed,  and,  of  couiBe, 
declining  as  a  consequence.  •  •  •  •  * 

He  expresses  our  views  exactly  in  the  following  extract,  though  we  give 

preference  to  designs  which  look  to  the  comfort  of  the  widow  and  orphan 

in  homes  prepared  for  them  by  Craftsmen,  who  may  then  all  the  better 

enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  grand 

MASOMIG  TEICPLE. 

There  has  been  no  move  made  during  the  past  year  to  advance  this 
enterprise,  nor  do  I  see  how  any  thing  can  be  done  until  there  is  a  favor- 
able change  in  real  estate  that  will  enable  us  to  sell  to  advantage  some  of 
our  surplus  property.  To  see  this  edifice  completed  has  been  my  greatest 
Hasonic  ambition,  and  will  be  until  that  ambition  is  gratified.  I  now 
feel  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  and  every  one  of  us  to  unite  in  a  determin- 
ation to  carry  it  forward.  The  foundation  has,  so  far,  cost  the  Grand 
Lodge  nothing.  It  has  been  paid  from  the  individual  subscriptions  of 
brethren  and  other  liberal  citizens,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a 
sacred  obligation  on  our  part  not  to  abandon  it 

Borne  are  discouraged  because  no  progress  has  been  made  for  the  past 
four  years,  but  in  the  extraordinary  condition  of  our  public  aflGftirs  is  to 
be  found  an  excuse  for,  and  explanation  of,  that  delay.  Our  brethren  of 
New  York  persevered  for  thirty  years  to  complete  the  magnificent  temple 
that  now  adorns  the  great  metropolis  of  their  State,  and  reflects  imper- 
ishable honor  upon  themselves,  and  which  was  begun  with  a  one  dollar 
subscription. 

In  oitier  to  improve  our  condition  as  a  Fraternity,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  have  some  designs  laid  down  upon  our  trentle  board  by  which 
to  work  and  for  which  to  struggle.  The  erection  of  temples,  schools  and 
asylums  stand  as  evidence  of  unity,  strength  and  laudable  ambition,  and 
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not  only  seonres  the  confidence  and  respect  of  mankind,  bnt  renders  ns 
more  contented  and  happy  with  each  other  by  encouraging  and  strength- 
ening onr  own  pride  and  welfare.  We  can  not  well  afford  to  stand  still; 
we  owe  it  to  those  who  may  come  after  us  to  do  oar  share  in  forwarding 
the  interests  of  the  institntion,  and  if  each  generation  as  it  passes  through 
life  will  add  some  useful  enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft,  its  dura- 
bility will  be  secured  and  its  usefulness  so  manifested  that  the  tongue  of 
slander  will  be  silenced  and  opposition  cease. 

In  closing  his  address,  Grand  Master  Fleming  pays  our  R.  W  Brother 
James  G.  Batchelor,  M.  D. ,  Grand  Secretary,  a  well  deserred  compliment 
in  expressions  of  earnest  thanks  for  his  constant,  willing  and  most  valu- 
able aid  in  his  oflicial  duties,  and  remembera  with  gratitude  and  affection 
his  **undeviating  kindness." 

We  are  not  surprised  at  this  acknowledgment,  for  had  we  no  other 
source  of  information  the  records  of  this  Grand  Lodge  would  fully  attest 
the  worth  and  efficiency  of  Brother  Batchelor.  His  report,  by  the  way, 
in  these  proceedings,  is  a  model  of  labor  and  skill  in  his  department 
But  from  all  sources  we  hear  reports  of  Brother  B.  which  corroborate  all 
that  Brother  Fleming  has  said,  and  we  have  long  since  **  assigned  him  a 
place  among  the  Princes  of  the  Bealm.** 

In  the  foregoing  copious  extracts  from  the  Grand  Master's  address  we 
have,  in  addition  to  the  desire  to  reproduce  his  views  on  important  topics, 
a  second  object  in  view,  viz:  that  of  illustrating  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  on  such  subjects  as  were  likely  to  interest  our  readers,  by  selecting 
from  the  address  the  topics  which  also  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Lodge 
and  were  approved  by  their  acts.  We  may  here  state  that  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  address  were  heartily  approved  by  the  Lodge.  The  business 
otherwise,  although  important  in  matter  and  proportions,  was  mainly  of 
the  character  described  as  routine  work. 

We  note  as  worthy  of  special  praise,  the  able  reports  of  the  D.  D.  Grand 
Mastera  and  other  Grand  officers,  and  are  not  unmindful  of  the  intelligent 
reports  and  useful  labore  of  the  Committees  on  Jurisprudence,  Appeals 
and  Grievances,  Work  and  Returns  of  Chartered  Lodges,  ObihutrieSt  Ac 

We  note  with  approval  the  following  repeal  of  (what  we  have  consid- 
ered an  anomaly  in  masonry)  the  edict  authorizing  and  constituting 

UFB  MEMBEBSHIP. 

W.  Brother  D.  R  Graham  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, which  was  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Work  and  Returns  of 
Chartered  Lodges,  at  the  second  day's  faession  of  the  Communication  of 
1876,  and  offered  the  same  anew. 

On  motion  the  same  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz  : 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  constituent  lodges  are  laboring  under  embar- 
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laasing  effects,  ascribable  to  the  "edict  on  life  membership,"  (adopted 
February  16th,  1870,)  as  follows  :  **  That  to  encourage  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  life  membership  in  lodges,  the  amount  of  dues  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  for  life  members  be  remitted,  if  so  created  for  a  continuous 
service  of  not  less  than  fifteen  years  ;  **  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  jour 
committee,  not  only  conduces  to  the  subversion  of  the  interests  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  but  incites  in  its  operation  consequential  detriment  to 
prosperity  in  the  constituent  lodges  throughout  the  jurisdiction  ;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  edict  quoted,  and  all  edicts  or  resolutions  concur- 
ring therewith,  be  repealed. 

VOBXION  CORBESPONDENCS. 

Bro.  G.  H.  Branghn,  as  chairman^  associated  with  Bros.  Mord  and 
Trimble,  present  the  Beport  on  Correspondence,  and  we  greet  with  all 
the  &yor  of  the  past,  'though  when  complimenting  the  committee  here- 
tofore  we  had  a  personal  friend  in  view  (Bro.  Laffon  DeLadebat)  whose 
influence  doubtless  added  interest  to  our  reception  of  former  reports* 
But  we  rather  think  our  praises  in  the  past  were  virtually  unbiased,  and 
we  know  now  that  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  us  from  speaking  all  v>e  think 
of  the  Louisiana  report  on  correspondence  for  1877  ;  yet  we  say  it  is  a 
very  good,  yea,  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  instructive  one.  ^ 

We  undertook  to  ray  something  witty  last  year  about  our  Batohelob 
Bro.  of  Louisiana,  and  the  printer  knocked  our  humor  into  nonsense  by 
his  types,  so  we  had  better  be  warned  thereby  and  "steer  close  to  the 
wind"  of  common  parlance.  So  we  get  down  to  the  practical  Bro. 
Branghn  reviews  very  ably,  and  we  think,  judiciously,  the  proceedings  of 
(55)  fifty-five  American  and  Foreign  Gra^d  Lodges,  presenting  a  volumin* 
ouB  and  valuable  compendium  of  Masonic  literature  and  incidents.  We 
hare  consulted  this  report  with  prqftt  on  topics  of  general  interest,  espe- 
cially in  reference  to  the  status  of  South  American  and  Mexican  Masonic 
Bodies. 

Bro.  B.  need  not  fear  the  critics,  nor  doubt  his  own  powers  as  he  seems 
inclined  to,  judging  from  his  apologetic  "conclusion.** 

He  gives  to  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1875  very  considerate  at- 
tention and  ample  space.  We  thank  him,  too,  for  his  kindly  personal 
notice. 

GBAMD  OFFIGEB8  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  James  Powell Grand  Master. 

B.  W«  Brother  J.  0.  Batchelor  M.  D«  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 
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STATISnOi. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 157 

(With  3  U.  D.) 

Work. 

Number  Initiated ^IS 

Passed 204 

Raised 211 

Affiliated. 94 

Reinstated 64 

Dimitted 165 

Died 115 

**        Suspended  and  expelled 315 

Enrolled  Master  Masons 6,449 


«f 


MAINE. 

The  (58th)  fifty^ighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maine  assembled  in  the  city  of  Portland,  Tuesday,  Blay  Ist, 
1877.  Present,  M.  W.  Qrand  Master  Albert  Moore,  with  his  associate 
Officers  and  Representatives.  The  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Fobsc, 
and  after  a  busy  session  of  three  days,  was  closed  in  like  form  on  the  fol- 
lowing Thursday,  the  3d  of  May4  Grand  Master  Moore's  **  Annual  Ad- 
dress'* is,  as  usual,  quite  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  gives  an  inter- 
esting review  of  the  work  he  was  made  overseer  oU  Ho  says  in  reference 
to  the 

cx>NDrrioN  o]r  bcasonbt. 

It  is  with  profound  satisfiekction  that  I  am  able  to  report  that  peace  And 
harmony  prevail  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  With  two  or  three 
exceptions,  there  has  been  scarcely  a  ripple  of  discord  among  the  craft, 
or  contention  between  the  lodges  during  the  year.  Less  than  the  usual 
complaints  of  the  invasion  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  reception  of  rejected 
cancfidates,  have  been  made.  All  these  have  been  settled  amicably,  or 
are  in  progress  of  settlement 

I  have  received  through  the  Grand  Masters  of  other  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions, several  comphiiuts  against  lodges  in  this  State  for  the  invasion  of 
their  territorial  jurisdiction.  I  have  required  the  lodges  complained  of 
to  render  a  satisfactory  explanation  or  make  suitable  apology  in  all  these 
cases.  Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  all  cases  where  the  petitioner  is 
not  well  known  and  his  legal  and  masonic  residence  well  estaolished. 

The  work  of  tho  lodges  has  been  more  or  less  affected  by  the  continued 
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financial  depresKion.  The  accesBions  to  our  numbers  are  believed  to  be 
lesB  than  in  any  year  in  the  last  decade.  But  this  affords  no  cause  for 
alarm.  The  moral  and  financial  strength  of  the  Order  was  never  better 
than  now.  But  masonry,  like  every  other  department  of  life,  social, 
moral  or  financial,  must  experience  severe  discipline  for  the  uublic  pro- 
fligacy, extravagance,  and  demoralization  of  the  recent  past,  Illustrating 
the  old  maxim,  that  nations,  organizations  and  individuals  must  reap  as 
they  sow. 

He  announces  with  regret  the  decease  of  two  worthy  P.  G.  Officers,  viz : 
P.  8.  G.  Warden  Edmund  B.  Hinkley,  and  P.  D.  G.  Master  Amos  Nourse, 
whose  virtues  are  appropriately  recorded*  by  Bro.  Joseph  M.  Hays,  from 
the  committee  to  whom  that  duty  was  assigned,  and  we  learn  from  it  that 
the  deceased  brethren  were  notable  while  living  for  civic  as  well  as  masonic 
virtues,  and  dying  have  left  examples  of  truth  and  worth  which  all  should 
emulate. 

He  is  opposed  to  Belief  Associations  as  masonic  agencies,  and  speaks 
of  them  under  the  head  of  '*  Insurance,  "  urging  very  sensible  objections 
to  their  being  used  as  adjuncts  to  Lodoe  work,  viz : 

As  voluntary  organizations,  there  may  be  no  objections  to  Belief  Asso- 
ciations acmong  individual  masons,  but  there  is  neither  reason  nor  author- 
ity for  the  Grand  Lodge  or  the  subordinate  lodges  to  patronize  them,  or 
recognize  them  as  masonic ;  much  less  to  devote  their  funds  to  the  insu" 
ranee  of  their  members.  My  convictions  are  clear  that  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  lodge  funds  would  lead  to  endless  strife  and  discord.  No  lodge 
can  insure  all  its  members.  Every  member  having  equally  contributed 
to  the  funds,  all  are  alike  entitled  to  its  benefits,  and  no  distinction  could 
be  made  without  creating  dissatii^action.  No  question  creates  so  much 
irritation  in  the  lodges  and  so  strains  the  fraternal  cord  that  binds  its 
members  together,  as  the  disposition  of  their  finances.  Any  attempt  to 
carry  out  the  policy  indicated  by  this  resolution  would  be  a  continual 
cause  of  irritation,  if  there  was  any  authority  for  it — as  there  is  not 

At  present,  these  and  other  kindred  associations  are  but  just  entering 
upon  their  experimental  stage.  The  uncertain  tenure  and  stabilitv  of  all 
like  organizations,  in  the  present  stress  of  the  times,  tends  to  throw  a 

shadow  of  doubt  over  their  success,  managed  the  best  they  may  be. 

•  •  •  t  t 

The  benefits  of  Belief  Associations  and  other  kindred  organizations, 
safely  and  economically  conducted,  are  not  questioned ;  but  the  great 
danger  is,  when  the  death-rates  begin  to  increase  and  the  assessments 
begin  to  multiply,  as  they  will  with  the  increasing  years  of  the  members, 
that  the  interest  in  the  association  will  begin  to  wane,  policies  to  lapse, 
members  to  drop  out  one  after  another,  and  a  final  collapse  will  follow. 
The  recent  history  ot  Life  Insurance  Companies,  conducted  upon  the 
same  principle,  affords  an  illustration  of  the  dangers  of  the  system.  In 
view  of  possible  failure,  such  associations  should  receive  no  legislative 
sanction,  or  recognition  as  masonic,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  or  its  subor- 
dinates, much  less  devote  their  funds  to  insure  their  members  therein. 

When  we  substitute  for  the  voluntary  and  silent  charities  of  masoniy, 
a  system  of  benefits  on  a  strictly  commercial  basis,  it  wiU  have  lost  all 
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that  traditional,  mystic  power  which  has  ever  distin^^oished  it  from  all 
other  hamim  organizations  as  a  fraternally  charitable  mstitution,  wherein 
its  chief  glory  lies. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurispmdence,  to  whom  this  portion  of 

address  was  referred,  conclude  a  very  able  report  (which  fnlly  indorses 

the  views  of  the  Grand  Master,  thus  : 

We  deprecate  earnestly  the  tendency  to  introduce  the  pecuniary  ele- 
ment into  masonry.  Every  one  of  us,  in  his  prayer  for  admission,  sol- 
emnly declared  that,  in  so  doing,  he  was  '*  unbiased  by  mercenary  mo- 
tives ;"  but  how  long  will  that  he  the  case  after  mutual  insurance  shall 
have  been  introduced  into  the  system  ?  Masonic  relief  does  not  depend 
upon  what  the  recipient  has  pald^  or  has  promised  to  pay,  but  upon  his 
needs  and  the  abUUy  of  the  giver:  and  when  this  principle  of  personal  ob- 
ligation to  give  relie/  when  ana  where  it  is  needed  9s  voluntary  charity, 
shall  cease  to  distinguish  masonry  from  other  societies,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  important  of  the  fundamental  principles  will  be  blotted  out, 
and  the  masonry  the  fathers  have  handed  down  will  cease  to  exist 

While,  therefore,  we  fully  admit  the  benefit  of  associations  for  mutual 
relief,  we  trust  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  connect  them  with  our  lodges 
or  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOSIAH  H.  DBUMMOND, 
HENRY  H.  DIGKEY, 
WILLIAM  P.  PBEBLE, 

Committee. 

He  says  of  the  (so-called)  Grand  Lodge  of 


OMTABIO. 


Learning  from  official  sources  that  a  spurious  Grand  Lod^  had  been 
formed  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  of  which  Francis  Westlake 
claims  to  be  Grand  Master,  I  issued  a  cautionary  circular  to  all  the  lodges 
in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction ,  that  no  lod^e  or  individual  hailing  under  this 
so-called  Grand  Lodge  could  be  recognized  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  that 
the  greatest  caution  should  be  exercised  in  extending  masonic  courtesies 
to  any  person  from  that  province. 

And  thus  discourses  of  the  twin  evils,  non-affiliation  and  non-payment 
of  Lodge 

Dun. 

There  is  a  growing  reetiveness  among  the  lod^  on  the  subject  of  non- 
payment of  dues  and  the  sequent  evil  of  non-amliation.  While  serious 
objection  is  made  to  non-ami  iation,  as  tending  to  alienate  the  brother- 
hood and  weaken  the  bond  of  union  among  the  brethren,  a  more  serious 
complaint  comes  up  against  forever  carrying  delinquents  on  the  rolls  of 
the  lodges,  thus  imposing  the  burdens  of  the  many  upon  the  few.  The 
evil  tendency  of  the  qnitem  and  the  present  practice  is  a  Boorce  of  great 


1871]  APPENDIX.  161 

anxiety  to  evety  thonghtfal  mason.  To  devise  some  method  to  preserve 
the  memberBhip  of  the  lodges  and  equalize  the  burdens,  will  require  all 
the  wisdom  of  our  masonic  Solous  in  the  near  future.  'Tis  a  question 
that  is  pressing  for  solution,  and  will  not  down  at  our  bidding.  Let  us 
meet  it  promptly  and  consider  it  wisely. 

We  think  the  trouble  arises  mainly  from  lack  of  masonic  principle  and 
knowledge.  Most  of  the  delinquents  are  what  the  church  people  call 
''backslidets.**  All  who  toUl  ndpay  dues  (if  able),  or,  in  other  words, 
he^  to  support  the  organization,  should  be  expelled,  and  then  with  care- 
ful selection  of  new  material  in  the  future,  and  generous  forbearance 
with  and  assistance  to  the  few  who  would  but  cannot  contribute^  the  end 
of  tdbulation  in  this  direction  would  soon  be  reached. 

The  proceedings  under  review  indicate  harmony,  intelligence  and  in- 
dustiy  as  characteristics  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Many  subjects  were  dis- 
cussed and  acted  upon,  and  among  them  the  project  of  establishing  a 
"home  for  aged  and  indigent  Masons  ;"  ** postponed  until  a  more  favor- 
able time,"  because  of  general  business  depression,  &c. 

Memorial  honors  were  extended  to  lU  W.  John  Dove  of  Virginia,  and 
B.  W.  Geo.»Frank  Gouley  of  Missouri. 

And  an  interesting  report  from  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  discussing 
the  right  and  deciding  against  the  right  of  Past  Grand  Officers  to  be  rep- 
resented by  proxies. 

The  reports  of  Distnct  Grand  Masters  are  as  usual  a  marked  and  inter- 
esting feature  of  the  proceedings. 

VOBSXOM  OOBRSSPONDKKOS 

Brings  us  again  into  pleasant  association  with  Brother  Josiah  H. 
Drummond,  the  Chairman  of  the  able  Committee,  who  dispense  light  of 
peculiar  brilliance  in  this  department  of  Blaine's  Masonic  deliverances. 
We  are  always  eager  to  get  at  this  report,  and  are  never  disappointed  in 
our  expectations  of  enjoying  pleasant  and  profitable  reading  when  we 
reach  it  The  present  report  is  not  a  '<whit*'  behind  its  predecessors  in 
matter  or  style,  and  is  a  well  considered,  analytical  review  of  tlie  prooeed- 
ings  of  51  American  Grand  Lodges  (several  of  which  include  reports  for 
two  years),  superadded  to  which  are  interesting  comments  on  "  matters 
of  general  interest"  and  a  deliverance  on  the  (to  us)  "terra  incognita'*  of 
"Cuba"  and  '*Colon"  Grand  Lodge  rights,  which  comes  just  in  time  to 
suit  our  purpose  and  aid  our  investigations  on  that  subject 

Brother  Drummond  gives  Alabama  for  1876  pleasant  and  fhttemal 
notice. 

It  speaks  of  Grand  Master  Pillans*  address  as  "a  concise  statement"  of 
11 
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hifl  official  action  and  decision,  and  quotes  his  remarks  **npon  the  causes 
of  the  falling  off  of  the  membership  in  that  (this)  State/*  as  Brother  D. 
expresses  it 

He  quotes  in  full  Brother  Sayre's  preamble  and  resolutions  on  Negro 
Masonry  (referred  to  a  special  committee  in  1876  and  acted  upon  in  1877, 
the  Chairman,  Brother  S.,  reiK)rting  favorably,  and  Brothers  Walthall 
and  Woolf,  the  other  members  of  the  committee,  reporting  adversely  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolutions — resulting  after  a  protracted  discussion  to 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  subject),  and  suys  of  them: 

We  think  our  good  Brother  Sayre  cannot  sustain  or  prove  his  proposi- 
tions of  fact:  and  if  ho  cannot,  his  conclusion  fails,  of  course.  A  some- 
what extended  examination  fails  to  find  the  proof  of  his  assertions,  but 
decidedly  the  reverse.  In  the  earliest  records  we  have  found,  there  are 
declarations  as  to  the  universality  of  masonry  utterly  at  variance  with  his 
views.  We  shall  look  with  much  interest  for  the  report  of  the  committee 
(of  which  he  is  chairman). 

The  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  as  indicated-  above  in  parenthesis, 
virtually  decided  against  the  resolutions,  though  it  was  a  hard  struggle  to 
combat  Brother  Sayre's  earnest  and  able  advocacy  of  his  views  as  em- 
bodied therein.  Brother  D.  gives  us  encouragement  by  kind  words  to 
persevere  in  the  effort  to  become  a  full  fledged  reporter.  We  regret  a 
divergence  of  opinion  on  the  matter  of  the  right  of  visitors  to  demand  the 
charter,  and  possibly  the  inconsiderate  and  sometimes  offensive  declara- 
tion of  this  right  by  visitors  with  whom  the  writer  has  been  brought  into 
contact  may  have  warped  his  judgment  in  the  matter.  He  reserves  his 
opinion  for  the  time  being,  however,  and  reproduces  his  original  remarks 
on  this  topic  with  Brother  Drummond's  comments  thereon.  He  says 
speaking  of  our  report  of  1876: 

We  are  compelled  to  differ  from  him  in  one  matter.  He  says: 
**A  brother  of  another  lodge  or  jurisdiction  desiring  to  visit,  and  giving 
no  other  assurance  of  his  right  to  do  so  than  that  intimated  in  a  request 
for  an  examiuation^  has  no  right  to  demand  of  the  lodge  he  proposes  to 
visit  the  exhibit  of  its  charter,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  examina- 
tion. He  has  elected  to  visit  a  lodge  recognized  publicly  as  a  masonic 
institution,  and  is  himself  unknown.  In  such  cascs  the  burden  of  prooi 
is  ou  the  applicant,  and  for  such  a  visitor  to  demand  the  charter  without 
trial  is  impudent  or  irregular.  After  trial,  and  before  entering  the  lodge, 
we  always  show  the  charter  if  requested  to  do  so.  The  visitor  must  prove 
his  right  to  inspect  the  charter,  and  then  his  request  {not  demand)  to  that 
effect  is  complied  with.  We  know  of  no  other  rule  in  Mobile,  and  the 
*  Brother  from  Mississippi'  alluded  to  above  must  have  blundered  in  mak- 
ing his  demand  before  he  had  proved  his  ridjJd  to  *sit  with  the  individuals* 
alluded  to." 

A  charter  is  a  public  document,  and  may  be  exhibited  as  well  to  a  pro- 
fane as  to  a  mason.    But  the  examination  of  a  visitor  involves  oar  secret 
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work.  There  are  many  clandestine  lodges  in  this  coontiy:  there  may  be, 
indeed  we  know  there  are,  such  lodges  m  Mobile.  Now,  we  submit  that 
no  one  has  a  right  to  disclose  the  secrets  of  masonry  to  a  strange  commit- 
tee, nnlcRs  he  has  the  proper  eyidence  that  they  represent  a  regular 
lodge:  and  that  evidence  is  Uie  charter.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  eUquette^ 
but  of  ordinary  prudence. 

We  had  intended  to  quote  his  concluding  remarks,  but  our  space  fails 
us. 

Under  the  "head*'  of  matters  of  general  interest,  Brother  Drummond 

giyes  us  an  item  on  ''Colored  Masonry"  which  we  copy  below,  and  there 

we  must  stop  in  spite  of  our  desire  to  appropriate  more  of  his  plentiftil 

and  inviting  supplies,  for  space  and  time  both  bid  us  pause  and  curtail: 

*'Ck>ix)BED  BiAsoNBT." — Tho  unauimous  voice  of  the  Grand  Lodges  ia, 
that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio 
would  l^  destructive  of  the  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  Sovereignty  and  can- 
not be  entertained;  also,  that,  according  to  present  information,  the 
Bodies  in  question  must  be  held  to  be  irregular  and  clandestine. 

We  have  nothing  to  add  to  our  report  lust  year,  save  that  the  records  of 
Afirican  Lodge,  af^r  1808,  have  been  discovered,  showing  that  those  who 
undertook  to  speak  for  it  in  1824  and  1827,  were  in  error  in  what  they 
then  said.     » 

We  also  made  a  careless  error  in  relation  to  the  time  when  the  word 
'^fireebom**  was  struck  out  of  the  Constitution  of  Uie  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  word  "freemarC*  substituted. 

But  neither  of  these  affect  our  argument  or  the  conclusions  which  we 
reached. 

It  has  been  said  that  Prince  Hall,  in  granting  a  dispensation  for  a  new 
lodge  in  1797,  being  only  a  Master  of  a  private  lodge,  followed  a  precedent 
established  years  before.  But  when  Pnnce  Hall  did  it,  he  and  his  lodge 
were  under  the  immediate  government  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
whose  Constitution  provided  in  express  terms  that  "if  any  set  or  number 
of  masons  shall  take  upon  themselvcH  to  form^  lodge  wiihoui  the  Grand 
Master's  toarrantf  the  regular  lodges  are  not  to  countenance  them,  nor 
own  them  as  feir  Brethren  duly  formed,  nor  approve  of  their  acts  or 
deeds."  This  is  conclusive  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  two  lodges  formed 
fay  Prince  Hall. 

OBAND  OmCBBS  ELBCT. 

11  W.  Bro.  Edward  P.  Bumham. Grand  liaster. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Ira  Berry  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Work. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 180 

(with  one  U.  D.) 
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Number  Initiated 710 

*  *       Admitted 896 

• '       Beinstated 33 

"       Dimitted 897 

Died 218 

*'       Deprived  of  Membership 163 

Suspended 3 

Expelled 6 

**       Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 19,472 

MANITOBA. 

The  Second  Annnal  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Manitoba,  was  holden  at  Winnipeg,  on  the  13th,  14th,  15th  and  16th  of 
June,  1877.  Present,  M.  W.  Brother  W.  N.  Kennedy,  Grand  Master,  and 
other  Grand  Lodge  constituents,  including  Bepresentatives  from  a  quo- 
rum of  Subordinate  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  and  proceeded  in  har- 
mony, and  with  commendable  industry  and  intelligence  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  session.  We  are  pleased  with  the  general  tone  and  method 
of  these  proceedings  and  gather  from  their  perusal  a  very  favorable  im- 
pression of  the  character  and  habits  of  our  Brethren  of  Manitoba.  • 

We  reproduce  a  portion  of  Grand  Master  Kennedy's  Annual  Address, 
which  will  give  our  readers  some  indication  of  the  principles  actuating 
our  Brethren  in  this  new  and  we  hope  soon  to  be  flourishing  jurisdiction. 
The  Grand  Master  after  briefly  stating  the  events  of  the  year  and  report- 
ing his  official  acts,  thutf  proceeds  to  encourage  and  instruct  his  Lodge: 

**I  am  glad  to  see  that  during  the  year  you  have  taken  occasion  to  exer- 
cise the  principles  of  benevolence  and  charity  for  which  you  have  been  in 
the  past  characterized.  Besides  private  contributions,  and  as  Lodges, 
you  have  mised  by  snbacriptiou  from  among  the  members,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing four  hundred  dollars,  which  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Winnipeg 
General  Hospital.  This  liberal  exhibition  of  Freemasonry  was  made  at 
the  suggestion  of  our  Worthy  Brother  Symonds,  who  is  nlways  foremost 
in  every  good  work,  and  to  whom  the  credit  in  a  great  measure  belongs. 
In  this  city,  in  consequence  of  the  large  influx  of  strangers,  the  kind  word 
and  the  open  hand  are  more  often  called  into  requisition  than  in  most 
places,  and  I  am  glad  to  say,  the  response  has  always  followed  the  calL 

And  now,  brethren,  by  wav  of  conclusion,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment 
the  position  of  Masonry  in  this  Province.  What  can  we  do  to  elevate  its 
tone?  What  can  we  do  to  bring  honor  on  the  cause  we  love  so  well? 
Barely  two  years  have  passed  since  the  Grand  Lodge  was  formed.  I  am 
glad  to  sec  that  our  action  in  so  doing,  and  the  manner  of  our  formation, 
have  been  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  ho  far  as  heard  from, 
including,  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  we  sprang.    Our  numbers  have 
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been  very  mnch  incroased  by  initiations  from  amongst  oonielvos  as  well 
as  by  affiliation  of  brethren  from  abroad,  who  have  been  and  Htill  are 
coming  in  large  nnmberH  amongHt  ns,  so  that  Hince  oar  organization  we 
have  more  than  doubled  in  numbers.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail,  and 
as  a  rule  the  brethren  are  anxious  to  improve  themselves  in  a  knowledge 
of  the  work.     The  attendance  at  the  Lodges,  I  Ix^lieve,  has  generally  been 

good.  But  is  this  all  tluit  is  required  ?  We  must  remember  that  num- 
ers  is  not  always  strength— that,  as  I  have  already  said,  a  knowledge  of 
the  work  is  not  always  a  test  of  true  Masonry. 

I  would  stron^^ly  impress  upon  you,  brethren,  the  necessity  of  the 
greatest  caution  in  the  admission  of  candidates.  Althou(|^h  I  believe  wo 
have  no  more  to  reproach  ourselves  for  in  this  matter  than  lu  other  places, 
I  fear  that  we  are  not  altogether  without  fault.  Be  careful  to  guard  the 
ballot  box. 

And  then,  has  our  own  conduct  as  Masons  been  above  reproach  ?  Have 
we  lived  up  to  the  standard  we  admit  we  should  aim  at  ?  It  is  not 
eoongh  that  a  Mason  should  be  as  good  as  other  men  ;  he  ought  to  bo 
better.  With  the  teaching  we  receive  night  after  night  in  our  Lodges, 
and  the  high  examples  betore  us,  as  well  as  in  the  study  of  those  lilieral 
arts  and  sciences  which  as  Masons  we  ought  to  cultivate,  we  ought  oer* 
taiiUy  to  be  better. 

Aa  our  Grand  Lodge  grows,  let  us  gpx>w  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry. 
On  the  foundation  which  has  been  so  well  laid,  let  us  raise  a  sui)erstruc- 
tore  perfect  in  all  its  parts  and  honorable  to  the  builders. 

Into  the  consideration  of  the  business  which  will  be  brought  before  us 
at  this  meeting  let  us  enter  with  hearts  inspired  with  our  obligations,  and 
minds  illumined  from  above,  setting  aside  all  personal  ambitious,  and 
everything  that  would  in  the  slightest  degree  militate  against  the 
harmony  of  our  meeting,  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft" 

The  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  enforcing  the  uniformity  of  work 

was  the  only  one  which  seemed  to  elicitany  decided  contrariety  of  opinion 

in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  was  finally  settled  with  proper  regard  to  the 

dignity  of  the  Grand,  without  detriment  to  the  rights  of  the  Subordinate 

Lodge.     The  Grand  Lecturer  thus  concludes  his  report  on  the  character 

of  the  work  done  under  his  inspection,  viz: 

None,  except  the  hypercritical,  can  say,  that  the  work  performed  is  any 
other  than  true,  square,  and  well  apportioned. 

The  most  skilled  workman  in  each  case  having  been  selected  for  that 
special  work,  in  which  he  had  previously  exhibited  his  excellence. 

Bot  one  fault  exists,  which  time  and  assiduitv  alone  can  remedy.  The 
work  lacks  finish  and  refinement  It  may  be  this  arises  from  the  ambi- 
tion and  over-zeal  M  the  brethren  in  undertaking  too  much  work.  Fre- 
quently so  much  has  been  crowded  into  one  meeting,  that  the  workmen 
were  exhausted  and  the  materials  wanting  well  defined  impression. 

Your  Grand  Lecturer  would  most  earnestly  recommend  that  less  work 
Bhonld  be  undertaken  on  each  Lodge  night,  and  that  a  greater  number  of 
meetings  may  be  held  to  enable  the  Masterbuilders  and  Craftsmen  to  per- 
fectly £iish  the  work,  so  that  the  edifice  when  completed,  may  not  only 
be  sobetontial,  but  have  the  additional  charm  of  beauty. 
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The  materialB  during  the  past  year  have  been  <^refhlly  Rcmtinized,  and 
it  18  a  snbject  of  congratulation,  that  none  that  have  been  accepted  haye 
proved  so  far  unworthy. 

With  a  firm  confidence  in  the  continued  progress  of  Freemasonry  in 
this  Province,  and  of  its  steady  peiseverance  in  doing  good, 

I  remain  in  F.  H.  &  C, 

YouiH  firatemally, 

A.  J.  8YM0NDS, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

And  from  it  we  gather  that  there  is  not  **much  the  matter^  with  the 

woric  after  alL 

OBAKD  OVFICEB8  WLECT, 

M.  W.  Bra  Qeo.  F.  Newcomb G^rand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  H.  Bell,  (re-elected ) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Lodges  (one  being  U.  D.) 6 

Work, 

Number  Initiated S8 

FlEisfied SO 

Baised 35 

Aflaiiated 22 

Bestored 1 

Dimitted 29 

Suspended 5 

Wed 5 

Enrolled  Master  Masons. 316 

MARYLAND. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  at  its 
Grand  Annual  Communication,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  31st 
and  22d  of  November,  1876,  fk>m  which  we  learn 

That  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  John  H.  B,  Latrobe,  assisted  by  his  associate  Grand  Officers  in 
their  respective  stations  "and  a  due  representation  of  Lodges." 

Tbe  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  short  business  message,  saying  possi- 
bly all  that  was  needed;  but  certainly  not  all  that  we  desired  to  hear  from 
him  in  refereoce  to  Masonry  in  this  old  (we  are  still  uncertain  as  to  tbe 
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age  of  Maiyland)  and  interesting  Masonic  jarisdiction.  80  we  must  e'en 
wait  patiently  for  the  information  we  seek,  or  rather  expected  to  receive. 
The  Grand  Master  announces  the  death  of  P.  8.  G.  Warden  Lawrenck 
Sanoston,  who  ho  characterizes  as  having  been  **an  active,  zealoQK,  and 
accomplished  member  of  the  Fraternity,'*  and  who  **was  baned  with 
Bfasonic  honors,"  9th  November,  1876.  He  had  received  a  communication 
irom  Brother  Bamon  Ilia,  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  **de  la 
lala  de  Cuba,"  and  thus  intelligently  as  well  as  judiciouidy  speaks  in 
reference  to  the  recognition  urged  therein : 

It  would  appear  from  the  papers  submitted  to  tho  Grand  Master,  that 
there  was,  and  indeed  now  is,  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  styled 
the  "Gran  Logia  de  Colon,"  from  which  the  nine  Lodges  here  mentioned 
received  originally  their  respective  charters.  This  Giand  Lodge,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  subordinated  itself  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
33  deg.  of  the  ancient  Scottish  rite,  which  has  claimed  and  exercised 
rights  over  it,  which  the  nine  Lodges  have  deemed  inconsistent  with  the 
Landmarks  of  ancient  free  and  accepted  Masonry,  and  have  therefore 
sought  to  establish  the  independent  bod\',  the  "Gran  Logia  de  la  Isla  de 
Cuba,  Habana,"  which  through  Brother  Ilia  now  seeks  recognition  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland. 

Without  expressing  any  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  applica- 
tion in  question,  the  Grand  Master  is  not  prepared  to  advise  action  upon 
it  at  the  present  date — but  suggests  that  it  go  over  to  the  next  Communi- 
cation, when  there  will  have  been  time  to  examine  thoroughly  into  tho 
&ct8  in  this  connection. 

It  seems,  that  prior  to  the  submission,  as  is  alleged,  of  the  *Kjrran  Logia 
de  Colon*'  to  the  Supreme  Council,  its  standing  as  a  Masonic  Grand  Body 
was  not  disputed;  and  fairness  would  appear  to  require  a  more  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  subject  than  could  now  be  given  to  it  on  an  ex  parte 
statement 

It  is  very  true  that  it  is  represented  to  the  Grand  Master  that  the  new 
Grand  Lodge  has  been  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware;  and 
this  precedent  is  unquestionably  most  weighty.  Still  it  will  lose  nothing 
of  its  influence  by  the  delay  which  the  Grand  Master  regards  as  prefera- 
ble in  all  the  circumstances. 

The  Grand  Master  deems  it  proper  to  add  in  this  connection  that  the 
testimonials  of  Brother  Ilia  are  all  that  could  be  required  to  give  him  the 
highest  consideration. 

His  address  closes  with  the  following  reference  to  taxes,  which  may 
well  "give  us  pause"  in  our  efforts  to  appropriate  money  in  the  erection 
of  magnificent  Temples,  for  if  in  addition  to  other  considerations  affect- 
ing the  utility  of  such  investments,  the  State  is  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
beneficiaries  from  their  income,  we  had  bettor  place  the  money  where  it 
will  do  more  good  charitably  considered.  He  gays  in  reference  to  State 
tax: 

**The  Grand  Master  takes  this  occasion  to  say  that  the  new  tax  law  of 
Maryland  which  assesses  the  Masonic  Temple  &t  upwards  of  $469,000, 
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threatens  to  impose  a  bnrden  npon  the  Fraternity  in  Maryland  of  a  yeiy 
grievous  character,  and  the  enforcement  of  which  may  be  attended  with 
the  most  serious  consequences  to  the  Fraternity  in  the  State,  which  has 
only  now  l>een  able  to  reheye  itself  from  the  floating  debt  that  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  created,  and  which  at  one  time  threatened  to  bring 
its  property  under  the  auctioneer's  hammer.  The  subject  has  been 
referred  to  a  committee  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  which  with  the  aid  of 
counsel  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  inyestigate  the  subject.  Inasmuch  as 
the  tax  law  will  not  go  into  operation  for  a  year,  there  will  be  time,  if 
there  is  no  other  recourse,  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  next  session  of 
the  Legislature.** 

The  reports  of  R  W.  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer  are  able 
and  interesting,  and  give  us  in  connection  with  the  report  of  *^e  com- 
mittee on  accounts  of  the  Board  of  Managers**  a  full  view  of  the  finances 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  are  improving  though  still  depressed  under 
the  burdens  imposed  by  '*the  New  Masonic  Temple.'* 

The  new  Grand  Lodges  of 

MANITOBA,   DAKOTA,   AMD  PBIMCE  i£DWABD*S  ISLAND 

were  severally  recognized  and  fraternal  relations  established  therewith, 
while  the  following  resolution  very  properly  rebuked  the  ''Ontario*' 
revolt,  viz: 

Jiesclved,  That  no  Lodge  or  individual  hailing  under  the  so-called 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  can  be  recognized  in  this  jurisdiction  as  having 
any  Masonic  standing,  and  all  brethren  under  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby 
directed  to  exercise  the  greatest  caution  before  holcUng  any  Masonic  inter- 
course with  any  person  from  the  Province  of  Ontario,  first  ascertaining 
that  the  Lodge  to  which  such  person  belongs  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 

The  proceedings  under  consideration  are  mainly  devoted  to  matters  of 
local  interest  in  which  the  financial  problem  was  the  absorbing  topic, 
and  we  recur  to  it  here  for  the  purpose  of  quoting  from  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Grand  Master's  address,  which,  after  stating  fully  the  con- 
dition of  afliiirs  in  that  direction,  gives  us  an  intelligent  view  of  Grand 
Master  Latrobe's  worth  and  labors  not  developed  in  his  too  modest  ad- 
dress: 

*•**•  •  «  «  « 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Order  that  our  financial  situation  is  critical, 
and  that  the  maintainence  of  our  credit  involves,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
good  standing  of  Masonry  before  the  people  of  this  State.  There  is  no 
sacrifice  which  either  as  individual  members  or  as  subordinate  Lodges  we 
should  not  cheerfully  make,  rather  than  that  the  Order  in  Maiyland 
ghould  be  dishonored  by  bankruptcy.  It  would  bo  useless  to  go  over  the 
^uses  of  our  embarrassments;  the  emergency  is  upon  us,  and  it  is  enough 
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for  the  present  to  know  that  it  is  onr  plain  daty  to  meet  it  with  cooiage 
and  resolution. 

Yonr  committee  believe  that  the  whole  Grand  Lodge  is  glad  to 
acknowledge  that  the  administration  of  our  present  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
beginning  at  a  period  of  almost  hopeless  indebtedness,  has  been  marked 
by  a  most  encouraging  and  able  management  of  our  pecnniaiy  interests, 
and  that  he  and  the  Deputy  Cbrand  Master  and  other  hnancial  representa- 
tives of  the  Grand  Lodge,  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  all  Maryland 
Masons  for  the  energy  and  zeal  with  which  they  have  labored  to  extricate 
us  from  difficulties  and  to  maintain  the  good  credit  of  the  Order. 


rOBSION  COBBESPONDENCE 

Under  control  of  Brother  Jno.  S.  Tyson  is  reported  upon  in  a  style 
quite  creditable  to  the  Grand  Lodge  he  so  worthily  represents.  It  is  all 
too  brief  to  satisfy  our  wishes,  but  its  brevity  was  enjoined  by  resolution 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  sake  of  economy,  and  we  must  of  necessity 
chaige  our  disappointment  in  having  the  good  reading  Brother  T.  could 
have  furnished  to  the  Masonic  TiofFiiE  embarrassments  of  Maryland. 
He  reviews  with  short  but  pleasant  comment  the  proceedings  of  fifty 
Grand  Lodges,  among  which  the  doings  of  Alabama  in  1875  are 
fraternally  and  suitably  noticed,  and  we  thank  him  for  a  very  pleasant 
and  encouraging  notice  of  our  conge  at  reportorial  criticism  of  that  year, 

OBAND  OFFICEBS  KUBOT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bpo.  J.  H.  Medairy  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 93 

Work, 

Number  Initiated 200 

Suspended 138 

Expelled 3 

Dimitted 103 

Died 74 

Beinstated 5 

Of  EnroUed  Master  Masons 5, 657 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  held  its  annual  communication  for  1876  (its  one 
hundred  and  forty-third  anniversary  assemblage)  in  the  city  of  Boston , 
commencing  Wednesday,  the  13th  day  of  December,  A.  L.  5876,  and,  as 
usual,  after  the  routine  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  transacted,  in- 
cluding the  annual  election  of  Grand  officers,  was  closed  and  a  special 
communication  appointed  for  the  27th  of  December  for  the  installation  of 
Grand  officers  and  the  celebration  of  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evan- 
gelist'* 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Percival  Lowell  Everett,  having  opened  the  annual 

communication  in  Ample  Form,  read  an  able  and  comprehensive  message, 

from  which  we  gather  the  following  items  of  interest     He  says : 

Notwithstanding  the  long-continued  depression  in  business  aflESstirs,  our 
Grand  Lodge  has  continued  to  prosper,  and  our  debt  has  been  moder- 
ately reduced  ;  while  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  report  to  me 
that  the  Lodges  throughout  the  State  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  a 
prosperous  and  thriving  condition.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  when  the 
political  excitement,  which  now  exists,  ceases,  business  will  revive,  and 
the  country  enjoy  a  season  of  prosperity  which  has  not  been  seen  for 
years. 

He  states  the  net  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  nearly  $291,000, 
and  the  decrease  eft  members  (** affiliated")  for  the  year  at  657.  He 
granted  during  the  year  dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges,  revoking  at 
the  request  of  the  original  petitioners  one  dispensation  issued  the  previ- 
ous year. 

Recommends  the  Trestle  Board  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Bitual 
and  including  the  burial  service  (send  us  a  specimen  copy,  Bro.  G.  Seo'ry) 
to  all  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  we  are  quite  sure  that  this  hand- 
book would  be  very  acceptable  elsewhere,  as  many  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  monitors  now  in  use,  and  long  for  ceremonials  less  wordy  and  prolix. 

He  acknowledges,  appropriately,  a  valuable  acquisition  in  the  Statue 
of  "our  revered  Grand  Master, 

Joseph  Wabren,'* 

and  says — 

This  was  executed  by  Ht;nry  Dexter,  the  sculptor,  expressly  for  the 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  Society,  and  a  copy  ot  it,  in  marble,  stands  at 
the  base  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument  For  this  valuable  and  costly  present 
we  are  indebted  to  our  Worshipful  Brother  Otis  E.  Weld,  a  most  valued 
friend  to  all  who  know  him,  and  a  firm  supporter  of  Freemasonry. 

He  announces  the  death,  on  December  3d  instant,  of 
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R  W.  Wendell  T.  Davip, 

of  whom  the  Memorial  Committee  report  an  obitnaiy  notice,  delineating 
a  character  worthy  of  all  praise.  We  quote  a  portion  of  one  of  the  notices 
given  from  the  secular  papers  (the  Boston  Globe)  in  this  report,  to  show 
the  estimation  in  which  this  worthy  brother  was  held  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens— it  is  well  to  '*mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright." 

The  funeral  of  Wendell  Thornton  Davis  took  place  yesterday,  .at  half- 
past  1  o'clock,  and  was  the  largest  public  or  private  funeral  ever  held  in 
Western  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Davis  was  probably  the  most  popular  man 
in  not  only  Greenfield,  but  in  Franklin  county.  Large  delegations  from 
the  Knights  Templars  and  other  Masonic  bodies  of  Franklin  and  adjoin- 
ing counties  were  present,  and  special  trains  were  run  over  the  several 
railroads  terminating  in  this  town.  During  the  funeral  services  all  the 
stores  of  the  town  wore  closed  and  business  was  entirely  suspended.  The 
greatest  tribute  to  the  worth  and  estimation  in  which  the  deceased  was 
held  in  this  town  was  manifested  by  the  large  gathering  of  the  poor  and 
laboring  classes,  who  turned  out  en  ma»Bt  to  pay  their  respects  to  one  who 
had  always  been  their  iriend. 

Id  reference  to  **  Colored  Lodges,"  Grand  Master  Everett  expresses  his 
gratification  that  this  element  of  strife  is  for  the  time  being  removed,  and 
says — 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject I  refer  to  in  a  way  that  does  not  disturb  the  harmony  existing  among 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  Union,  or  threaten  the  disruption  of  their 
acknowledged  jurisdiction. 

We  note  that  all  Masonic  offenses  are  tried  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts by  the  Commissioners  of  Trials,  who  have  charge  of  and  try  all 
cases  and  report  their  decisions  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  thus  dispensing  alto- 
gether with  Lodge  trials  (as  we  infer). 

No  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  annual  communication  was  followed,  on  the  27th  of  December,  by 
the  SPECIAL,  heretofore  alluded  to,  commemorative  of  the  anniversary  of 
St  John  the  Evangelist,  and  the  proceedings  before  us,  in  recording  the 
eloquent  addresses  delivered  by  the  wise  and  good  of  that  assemblage  in 
response  to  complimentary  toasts,  have  enabled  us  to  participate  in  tho 
JtasA  so  sumptuously  that  we  scarce  miss  the  viands  which  adorned  the 
banquet  and  rather  engaged  the  attention  than  inspired  the  thoughts  of 
the  guests. 

We  reproduce  a  portion  of  one  of  these  responses,  that  of  K.  W.  P.  G. 
M.  Gkurdner,  because  while  giving  a  graphic  history  of  the  '*  Feast  "  custom 
in  Massachusetts,  it  also  pours  ** hot  shot"  into  the  Ohio  ** locker"  of 
negro  masonry's  defence  and  equipment — read  it  and  be  pursuaded  thai 
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''PriDce  Hall  Lodge"  was  both  clandefitine  and  anti- American  in  its 
origin,    ^e  says — 

This  festival  has  continued  to  be  celebrated  from  1733  down  to  the 
Anti-^Li8onic  times,  excepting  jnst  one  hnudred  years  a^o,  m  1775  and 
1776,  when,  by  reason  of  the  tumultuous  occasions  resulting  from  the  war, 
the  feast  was  not  celebrated  ;  but  ever  after  it  was  celebrated,  and  although 
a  hundred  years  ago  at  this  time  no  record  was  kept  of  the  fact  that  the 
Brethren  met,  they  undoubtedly  did  meet  in  some  form  or  other ;  and 
although  they  had  no  organiziition  at  that  time,  and  were  not  called 
together  to  celebrate  the  feast  as  on  other  occasions,  yet  I  doubt  not  that 
in  some  tavern,  or  in  some  private  house,  tiiey  did  meet,  and,  after  the 
manner  of  Masons,  did  celebrate  the  feast. 

Brethren,  you  have  voted,  to-day,  that  on  the  8th  of  March  next  you 
will  celebrate,  in  such  a  manner  as  your  Grand  Master  will  direct,  the 
Centennial  of  the  Independence  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  On  the  8th  of 
March,  a  hundred  years  ago,  the  Brethren  met  and  established  themselves 
as  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge.  They  met  on  that  occasion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  granting  a  charter  to  a  new  Lodge ;  and  when  they  met  they 
found  that  they  had  no  authority;  that  the  Colonial  Congress  had  declared 
that  these  States  were  free  and  independent,  and  that  by  means  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  Fourth  of  July  they  had  severed 
themselves  from  all  conncH^tion  with  both  Scotland  and  £ugland,  with  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  which  they  were  connected. 

It  became  necessary  at  that  time  to  form  some  Lodges,  either  in  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Hampshire,  or  in  Maine,  and  the  Brethren  then  voted  that 
they  were  free  and  independent,  in  the  same  way  that  they  in  the  civil 
government  had  voted,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  177G,  that 
they  were  free  and  independent  They  then  began  to  act  as  an  inde- 
pendent and  sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  and  from  the  dth  of  March,  1777, 
down  to  this  present  time,  there  has  not  been  a  day,  or  an  hour,  or  a 
minute,  in  the  old  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  but  that  she  has  had 
an  independent  sovereign  Grand  Lodge. 

Now,  Brethren,  I  deem  it  of  considerable  importance  that  we  celebrate 
this  event,  because,  by  reason  of  certain  things  which  have  occurred  in 
Ohio  and  in  Germany,  it  becomes  somewhat  nocessaiy  that  we  should 
follow  up  this  declaration,  and  that  we  should  establish  it  as  a  precedent, 
and  impress  upon  this  century,  and  upon  this  year,  the  early  date  of  the 
independence  of  our  Grand  Lodge ;  oecause  during  the  last  few  years 
there  has  been  an  attempt  made  in  certain  quarters  to  show  that  here,  in 
the  citjr  of  Boston,  a  Loage  known  by  the  name  of  African  (founded  more 
than  ten  years  after  the  independence  of  the  Grand  Lodge)  was  established 
by  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Fngland,  and  b9»  equal  right  and 
power  with  our  Lodges  here ;  whereas,   if  in   1777  our  Grand  Lodge 
became  independent  and  sovereign,  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  to  establish  any  lodge  here — whether  African,  American,  or 
Asiatic— was  a  nullity  and  not  worth  the  parchment  upon  which   the 
charter  was  written. 

But  we  must  leave  the  f^asU  and  close  our  report  of  the  proceedings  of 

this  interesting  Grand  Body. 


1877.]  APPENDIX.  173 

OSAMD  OFFIOEBS  ELECT. 

11  Wk  Fercival  Lowell  Everett,  re-elected Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Charles  H.  Titos Grand  Secretary . 

STATtSTXCS. 

Komberof  Chartered  Lodges  (including  two  in  Chili,  S.  A.,  and  one  in 
China) 219 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 1,307 

"       Ffetssed 1,233 

Baised 1,360 

•«       Rejected 481 

Admitted .    1,662 

"       Reinstated 123 

**       Dimitted  and  discharged 839 

"        Deceased 284 

*'       Suspended 306 

« •       Expelled 1 

Whole  number  of  enrolled  Master  Masons 26,292 

MICHIGAN. 

We  received  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan  at  its  Annual  Communication  for  1877,  and  had  made  our  nota^ 
tions  thereon  for  review;  but  the  book  has  disappeared,  and  at  this 
writing  very  much  to  our  regret  and  mortification  is  not  to  be  found.  It 
will  doubtless  **tum  up**  in  the  hands  of  some  inquisitive  Mend  who, 
intent  upon  gratifying  reading  proclivities,  has  failed  to  respect  our  right 
to  control  the  property  he  has  borrowedly  appropriated,  and  we  must  for 
the  time  being  forego  our  intended  review  of  its  contents.  In  the  mean- 
time will  our  Brother  Grand  Secretary  of  Michigan  please  forward  a 
duplicate  copy  and  thus  enable  us  certainly  to  include  its  review  in  our 
next  report? 

MINNESOTA. 

The  (24th)  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Minnesota,  convened  at  St  Paul,  on  Tuesday  the  9th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  G.  M.  J.  0.  Broden. 
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We  note  a  fall  attendance  of  Grand  and  Fast  Grand  Officers  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  ODe  hundred  and  one  constituent  Lodges. 

We  had  not  proceeded  far  in  the  perosal  of  thef>e  minutes  before  our 
attention  was  attracted  with  great  interest  to  the  discussion  of  the  one 
absorbing  question  of  general  Masonic  importance,  that  of  **Colored  (or 
Negro,  as  wo  still  prefer  to  call  it)  Masonry,"  and  we  allude  to  it  here  a 
little  in  advance  of  its  legitimate  order  because  it  will  not  *'8tay  its  turn," 
and  claims  attention  '^ right  now."  We  thank  our  Brethren  of  Minnesota 
for  as  full  (perhaps  the  fullest)  and  exhaustive  a  written  discussion  of 
this  question  as  we  have  met  with  in  our  search  for  light  in  this  darkness. 
We  certainly  have  read  no  abler  or  more  interesting  arguments  on  the 
subject  than  are  presented  in  the  committee  reports  made  severally  of 
Bros.  A.  T.  C.  Fierson  and  Aaron  Groodrich  against  recognition  of  the 
colored  applicants  and  the  defense  of  those  Bodies  made  by  Bro.  Charles' 
Griswold,  delivered  orally,  and  afterwards  reduced  to  writing  and  made  a 
part  of  the  record  in  this  important  discussion.  We  would  giadly  repro- 
duce these  arguments  and  illustrations,  but  our  space  will  not  permit  a 
full  reprint  of  them,  and  no  mere  extracts  would  do  justice  to  the  writers. 

Attention  was  called  to  this  subject  by  Grand  Master  Braden  in  his 
annual  address,  who  very  pointedly  indicated  his  opinions  and  wishes  in 
the  matter  as  follows: 

I  know  but  one  way  in  which  a  profane  can  be  made  a  Mason ;  or  a 
Mason,  not  a  member,  can  be  admitted  to  membership  in  a  Lodge,  and 
that  is  by  individual  petition,  and  unanimous  ballot  Had  it  been  shown 
that  colored  men  ever  applied  to  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  been 
ejected  on  account  of  color,  there  might  have  been  a  ground  of  com- 
plaint, and  a  decent  pretext  for  the  agitation  of  this  question. 

This  question  has  oeen  before  you  for  a  year,  it  must  be  met  at  this 
session.  I  believe  you  are  prep;u:ed  to  meet  it,  and  to  settle  it  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ancient  laws  and  usuages  of  Masonry,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  on  the  second  day  of  the  Communication  the  subject  was  discussed 
as  above  stated,  and  the  resolutions  offered  by  Brother  Pierson: 

1st  Declining  recognition  of  "Prince  Hall  Grand  Lodge;" 

2d.  Assorting  its  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  Charters  in  Minnesota; 

3d.  Asserting,  **that  color  is  neither  a  bar  to  or  a  recommendation  for 
the  Masonic  rites,  and  that  the  qualifications  required  of  candidates  were 
met  by  being  a  man  free-bom,  of  lawful  age,  of  good  report,  and  well 
recommended;" 

were  passed  by  a  vote  of  321  ayes  to  7  nays.  Few  Bodies  have  discussed 
the  subject  more  elaborately  and  more  intelligently,  and  the  conclusion 
reached  by  our  Minnesota  Brethren  as  indicated  by  the  vote  was  almost 
unanimous. 

We  like  the  tone  and  style  of  G.  M.  Braden*s  address,  though  we  do 
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not  concur  in  some  of  his  opinions  and  decisions.  He  is  positive  in  his 
utterances,  yet  not  dictatorial,  and  we  judge  him  to  be  an  obleand  zealouB 
custodian  of  the  work.  He  is  clear-headed  on  the  question  of  finance, 
and  none  too  positive,  we  think,  in  denouncing  past  neglects  in  that 
direction  when  he  says  in  reference  thereto: 

In  1869  I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  Grand  Body  as  the  representative 
of  a  subordinate  Lodge.  The  Committee  on  the  Accounts  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  year  the  assets  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  be  in  cash  and  U.  8.  bonds  $5,787.90.  The  premium  on  the 
bonds  would  have  made  the  sum  over  $6,000.  This  sum  represented  the 
savings  of  sixteen  years.  The  gross  receipts  during  this  period,  begin- 
ning with  $170.50  at  the  session  of  1854,  had  been  less  than  $90,000. 
Over  30  per  cent,  had  been  saved.  From  1869  to  1876  the  gross  receipts 
were  $28,000.  Had  as  large  a  percentage  been  saved  as  in  the  previous 
years  and  safely  invested,  the  accumulation  of  principle  and  interest 
would  have  given  us  to-day  a  Grand  Lodge  Fund  of  at  least  $20,000;  bufe 
instead  of  this  the  Grand  i  reasurer  at  the  beginning  of  last  session  could 
report  on  hand  only  $37.72.  Into  the  maelstrom  of  Grand  Lodge  expen- 
ditures all  the  receipts,  and  all  the  savings  have  gone.  What  has  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  show  for  this  expenditure  of  money  ?  Has  it  a  hail  in 
which  it  can  meet  ?  No.  Has  it  an  Orphan  Asylum  ?  No.  Has  it  a 
Home  for  Aged  and  Indigent  Masons,  and  their  Widows  ?  No.  Has  it  a 
Charity  Fund  ?    No.    Has  it  a  fund  for  any  object  ?    No. 

You  may  be  curious  to  know  how  this  money  has  been*  spent  In 
round  numbers  $10,000  has  been  paid  as  per  diem  and  mileage,  $2,500 
paid  to  the  old  district  deputies,  and  Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer,  $5,000 
in  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  $1,800  to  Grand  Masters,  $1,500  in  rent, 
$8,000  in  printing  and  so  ou.  In  charity  out  of  Grand  Lodge  Funds, 
$400.    A  morsel  of  bread,  and  a  deal  of  sack. 

Who  is  responsible  for  this  ?    The  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota. 

It  is  not  pleasant  to  refer  to  this  brethren,  it  is  not  complimentary  to 
us;  but  there  are  times  when  it  does  good  to  look  over  the  past,  to  have 
our  errors  pass  in  review,  that  we  may  amend  our  ways  in  the  future. 
The  revenues  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  its 
expenditures,  and  leave  a  surplus  year  by  year. 

We  let  him  speak  by  this  quotation  to  a  larger  audience  than  he  in- 
tended addressing,  well  knowing  that  the  faults  he  reprobates  are  diffused 
through  other  jurisdictions  to  the  serious  detriment  of  the  CrafL 

The  proceedings,  extending  through  three  days,  are  generally  interest- 
ing and  impress  us  favorably  with  the  intelligence  and  industry  of  the 
members  composing  this  Grand  Lodge  and  jurisdiction.  We  hope  that 
we  shall  not  again,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  miss  this  report  from  our 
table. 

In  our  hasty  review  of  Minnesota  we  have  now  approached  another 
interesting  feature  of  the  proceedings,  and  here  the 
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BEPOBT  ON  FOBEION  CORBESPONDBMCE 

claims  attention  and  remark.  Brother  k,  T.  G.  Pierson,  Grand  Secretary 
and  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  presents  a  well  digested  and  excellently 
written  report  on  this  topic,  reviewing  with  commendable  taste  and  judg- 
ment the  proceedings  of  forty-nine  Grand  Lodges.  He  is  evidently  not 
unwilling  to  place  a  lance  in  rest  against  any  knight  who  seeks  the  com- 
bat of  reportorial  controversy,  but  is  yet  and  even  more  disposed  to  honor 
those  whose  peaceful  tastes  incline  them  to  wit  and  repartee. 

Our  Brother  of  Minnesota  has  devoted  to  the  proceedings  Of  Alabama 
for  1875,  received  in  this  report  more  space  than  reporters  usually  assign 
to  our  minutes,  and  we  thank  him  for  a  very  full  and  fair  report  of  our 
doings.  He  quotes  freely  from  Grand  Master  Wilson's  address,  and  while 
objecting,  rather  captiously,  we  think,  to  some  of  his  decisions,  gives 
him  the  benefit  of  a  fair  statement  of  the  views  objected  to.  We  quote 
bolow  two  of  Brother  Pierson*s  objections  to  G.  M;  Wilson's  rulings: 

A  candidate  rejected  in  a  Lodge  in  one  jurisdiction,  and  subsequently 
made  a  Mason  in  another  jurisdiction  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge 
wherein  rejected,  is  an  illegally  made  Mason. 

Which  may  do  in  Alabama,  but  would  not  in  Minnesota.  We  do  not 
ask  the  question,  indeed,  we  consider  it  rather  impertinent  to  ask  a  peti- 
tioner whether  he  has  ever  been  rejected ! 

We  require  a  residence  of  one  year  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge 
before  an  application  can  be  made. 

We  adhere  to  the  old  questions  asked  of  a  candidate,  and  have  not 
added  to,  or  abreviated  them. 

We  find  it  very  useful,  indeed  a  great  safeguard,  to  ask  the  question 
suggested  in  Brother  Wilson's  ruling  and  Minnesota  is  wrong,  we  think, 
to  neglect  such  a  precaution  against  plausible  but  unworthy  applicants. 
A  previous  rejection  elsewhere,  and  where  possibly  less  known,  is  too  im- 
portant an  era  in  the  applicant's  history  to  be  neglected  by  his  scrutinizeiB 
and  to  ask  the  question  referred  to  is  a  very  simple,  legitimate,  and 
effective  way  of  getting  at  the  facts,  '*to  our  thinking." 

Another  objection  is  thus  stated: 

The  action  of  the  Gmnd  Lodge  in  reversing  a  sentence  of  a  subordinate 
Lodge,  suspending  or  expelling  a  brother,  and  restoring  him  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry,  does  not  restore  him  to  membership  in  the 
Lodge»  His  status  is  that  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason,  and  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Lodge  he  must  make  application  like  any  other  unaffilia- 
ted Mason. 

Strange,  that  even  Grand  Masters  will  put  decisions  on  paper  without 
stopping  to  think. 

A  Grand  Lodge  reverses  a  sentence  pronounced  by  a  subordinate,  in, 
other  words  says,  the  action  was  all  wronj; — no  crime  \i'a8  committed — 
and  yet  he  is  deprived  of  membership !    For  what  ? 
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The  Grand  Lodge  says  to  an  aoonsed  party,  "yon  are  not  gailty,"  but 
yoQ  most  be  panished  all  the  same  I ! 

We  heard  of  a  judge  who  remarked  to  a  prisoner  after  his  acquittal  by 
a  jury,  '*yoa  can  go,  but  don't  do  so  any  more.'* 

Our  Grand  Lodge  holds  that  its  reversal  of  a  sentence  of  expulsion  does 
not  involve  a  reprimand  of  the  Lodge  expelling,  or  necessitate  an  unending 
controversy  in  requiring  a  reluctant  subordinate  to  reinstate  a  member 
believed  by  it  to  have  deserved  expulsion.  We  find  our  practice  as 
enunciated  by  G.  M.  Wilson,  and  long  adhered  to,  works  in  the  direction 
of  harmony  and  for  the  good  of  Masonxy.  It  has  been  tried  here  and  not 
found  wanting. 

Brother  Pierson  gives  proper  credit  to  the  report  of  our  Committee  on 
'^Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,"  for  which  we  are  obliged,  and 
we  especially  acknowledge  his  kind  reception  of  our  maiden  report  on 
Correspondence,  of  which  he  says: 

A  Report  on  Foreign  CJorrespondence  covering  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pages,  and  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  forty-three  Grand  Lodges, 
was  presented  by  Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers — ^we  like  his  report  and  are 
inclined  to  claim  relationship. '  If  he  comes  from  the  old  *' Jersey'*  stock, 
we  are — cousins. 

The  report  is  an  excellent  one — we  present  a  part  of  his  comments  on 
the  "colored''  question,  found  under  the  head  of  Ohio. 

We  quote  it  not  so  much  for  its  compliment  as  to  get  at  and  comment 

upon  that  question  suggested  of  <*8tock"  and  relationship,  the  latter  we 

like  because  we  Uhe  Brother  Pierson  and  imagine  we  feel  toward  him  a 

notion  of  consanguinity,  as  if  some  undiscovered  pulse  of  kindred  blood 

throbbed  responsive  to  his  vein  of  remark.    We  do  not  know  as  to  the 

**  Jebsst"  sioek,  so  gentle  and  useful  in  the  female  development,  while  its 

male  representatives  (unlike  Brother  Pierson,  we  are  quite  sure)  are 

characterized   at   maturity    of  physical    structure,   by   fierceness  and 

destmctiveneflB.    It  is  certainly  not  perpetrating  a  BuiiL  to  express  a 

preference  for  the  female  "Jersey,"  nor  is  it  Gow-ardly  to  say  so.    The 

writer  claims  to  bo  of  an  improved  **stock,"  derived  from  a  cross  of  New 

EifoiiAMD  (Connecticut)  on  Gboboia  (first  descent  from  Viboinia)  L  e. 

•«Pijsitan"  on  "Cavalixb,"  a  very  excellent  croRS,  indeed,  and  likely  by 

fwUdous  encouragement  to  produce  splendid  results  in  the  near  future;  but 

alas,  and  hopelessly !  for  this  specimen,  he  was  too  much  peril  up  in  ycnUh 

and  forced  to  become  a  beast  of  burden  when  rich  pastures  and  gentle 

treatment  were  needed  for  his  symmetrical  development     If  we  ever  meet 

Bro.   P.,   we  will  resume  the  subject,  if  agreeable  to  him — till  then, 

adieu. 

12 
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OBAND  OFFIOEBS  lEUBCfT, 

M.  W.  Bio.  J.  C.  Braden  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pieison  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS, 

Nmnber  of  Chartered  Lodges 118 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 609 

Passed 4»^ 

Raised 497 

Affiliated 193 

Bestored 15 

Dimitted 263 

Stricken  from  Boll  and  Suspended 201 

Died 22 

Of  Enrolled  Master  Blasons. 6, 569 

MISSISSIFPL 

The  (59th)  fifty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mississippi  convened  at  Vicksbxtbo,  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1877,  and  was  a  large,  interesting  and  intelligent  assemblage  of  the 
Craft — presided  over  by  M.  W.  G.  M.  John  Y.  Murry,  assisted  by  his  asso- 
ciate Grand  officers  9nd  the  representatives  of  subordinate  Lodges,  with 
many  Worthy  Past  Grand  Officers,  constituting  a  quorum  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  after  prayer  by  the  BeVd 
Grand  Chaplain  Brother  Irvin  Miller,  proceeded  to  business. 

The  minutes  are  very  voluminous  and  we  may  not  attempt  a  fair  review 
of  them  within  the  limited  space  now  left  us. 

The  address  oi  the  Grand  Master  is  well  written  and  though  long  is  not 
too  much  so  for  its  purpose,  as  it  reviews  the  past,  explaining  his  Execu- 
tive acts,  and  at  the  same  time  suggests  legislation  needed  to  meet  coming 
necessities  or  to  counteract  existing  evils.  His  message  proves  him 
thoughtful  and  prudent — true  and  faithful  to  his  trust 

He  says,  after  grateful  thanks  for  the  blessings  of  Providence,  including 
health,  plenty  and  peace  : 

Nothwithstanding  all  this,  I  fear  that  we,  as  Masons,  have  to  lament 
the  little  good  we  luive  done  <dnce  we  last  met.    It  is  a  sad  truth  that  the 
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people  generally,  now-a-days,  are  given  too  mnch  to  materialism  ;  the 
matter  of  loss  or  gain,  in  a  peconiary  point  of  view,  has  so  completely 
encompassed  ns  about,  that  the  greater  interests  and  truths  of  a  Moral 
Nature  are,  to  some  extent,  at  least,  lost  sight  of  and  suffer  thereby. 
Therefore,  my  brethren,  let  us  dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  the  important 
business  of  practicing  and  inculcating  the  great  truths  that  tend  to  the 
elevation  of  man's  moral  nature. 

I  fear  we  have  not  as  much  cause  to  congratulate  ourselves  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  Freemasonry  in  this  jimsdiction,  as  for  the  favorable 
state  of  things  outside  of  the  Institution,  to  which  allusion  is  made 
above. 

Brethren,  we  are  here  to  consult  with  each  other,  and  to  legislate  for 
the  general  welfSfire  of  our  ancient  and  noble  Institution.  Let  each  one 
of  UR,  therefore,  be  prompted  to  action  by  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  of 
brotherly  love,  so  that  this  meeting  may  be  long  remembered,  both  on 
account  of  its  social  features  and  the  wholesome  laws  which  may  be  en- 
acted. Tes,  there  is  a  work  for  all  of  us  to  do  here,  and  let  each  one 
contribute  his  effort  to  the  end  that  lasting  good  may  be  accomplished. 

Very  excellent  advice,  and,  as  we  judge  from  the  minutes,  well  heeded, 
for  these  Brethren,  in  the  three  diiys  of  their  labors,  were  industrious, 
zealous  and  £Edthful  to  the  work  assigned  them — accomplishing  much  and 
doing  the  work  skilfully  withal. 

The  Grand  Master's  decisions,  Kome  seventeen  in  all,  are  very  satis&c- 
tory  to  us,  and  we  think  true  to  Masonic  law  and  usage.  We  quote  one 
of  them,  which  we  think  enforces  admirably  a  long  neglected  duty  in  the 
way  of  discipline,  viz  : 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  Lodge  to  give  a  brother  a  Masonic  burial  who  died 
from  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  provided  the  brother  was  a 
member  of  the  Lodge  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  a 
short  time  prior  to  his  decease,  or  his  family  immediately  after  that  event, 
requested  a  masonic  burial. 

when  a  Lodge  fails  to  enforce  our  regulations  against  its  members  for 
the  crime  of  £unkennees  while  living,  I  think  it  too  late  to  begin  it 
when  they  are  dead.  If  the  brother  was  not  entitled  to  masonic  burial, 
he  ought  not  to  have  been  in  good  standing  in  the  Lodge. 

The  report  of  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  J.  L.  Power,  is  a 
long  and  able  one,  supplementing  the  Grand  Master's  very  comprehensive 
message  by  many  excellent  suggestions  as  to  matters  requiring  legislation. 
His  recommendation  to  loan  the  charity  ftmd  to  local  banks,  for  the  sake 
of  higher  rates  of  interest,  instead  of  investment  in  United  States  bonds, 
we  can  not  approve,  as  we  esteem  perfect  security  in  the  investment  of 
sach  trust  funds  infinitely  above  any  other  consideration.  What  shall  it 
profit  you,  my  Brother,  if  you  get  a  high  rate  of  interest  for  a  time  and 
then  lose  the  fund?  The  so\d  should  not  be  endangered,  we  are  taught 
by  high  authority,  for  the  sake  of  temporary  gains. 
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Another  and  very  interesting  feature  of  these  proceedings,  is  the  able 
and  elaborate  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

**  WIDOWS*  AND   ORPHANS*   HOME  AND  INDU8TBIAL  SCHOOL," 

appointed  at  the  last  annual  communication  to  digest  and  mature  a  plan 
for  the  organization  ot  such  an  institution.  This  committee,  of  whom 
Brother  Frederick  Speed  was  chairman,  assisted  by  Brothers  H.  W.  Walter, 
A.  P.  Barry,  Win.  8.  Patton  and  Thomas  Beed,  are  men  of  great  personal 
worth  as  well  as  masonic  renown  in  that  jurisdiction,  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted a  very  excellent  plan  for  the  organization  required  (and  which  we 
would  gladly  reproduce  here  if  our  space  would  permit).  The  Grand 
Lodge  unanimously  concurred  in  the  report,  ordering  a  large  edition  to 
be  printed  for  distribution  among  subordinate  Lodges,  to  whom,  under 
the  constitution,  the  measure  was  referred  for  final  adoption. 

This  committee,  as  a  part  of  their  report,  present  the  answers  received 
from  many  Grand  Lodges  in  response  to  a  circular  addressed  by  them  to 
all  corresponding  Grand  Bodies,  embodying  the  following  inquiries  : 

1.  What  masonic  charity  is  at  present  maintained  in  the  jurisdiction  in 
which  you  reside  ? 

2.  What  are  its  objects  ? 

3.  What  are  the  details  of  its  organization  and  government  ? 

4.  How  are  the  means  of  support  obtained  ? 

5.  What,  if  any,  modification  of  the  plan  upon  which  it  is  conducted, 
either  as  to  its  object,  organization,  government,  means  of  support  or  in 
any  other  respect  you  can  suggest,  which  will  enable  us  to  devise  a  better 
system  ? 

6.  If  there  are  any  other  masonic  charitable  institutions  with  which 
you  are  familiar,  please  inform  us  specifically  regarding  them,  or  if  you 
can  not  do  this,  please  do  us  the  kindness  to  place  this  letter  in  the  hands 
of  some  brother  who  c<in  do  so. 

7.  If  any  masonic  charitable  institution  with  whose  workings  yon  are 
familiar,  has  failed,  please  state  what  in  your  opinion  caused  such  fail- 
ure? 

The  committee  will  thankfully  receive  any  suggestions  bearing  upon  the 
important  matter  which  yon  may  be  pleased  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made 
to  them,  and  also  any  documents  relating  to  the  subject  which  it  may  be 
convenient  for  yon  to  send  to  them. 

The  answers  to  these  queries  from  a  few  Grand  Lodges  are  gratifying 
evidences  of  progress  in  organizing  such  institutions,  but  we  regret  to  say 
that  such  responses  were  **like  angel's  visits,  few  and  far  between,*'  or, 
as  we  say  in  trade  circles,  the  result  was  a  * '  beggarly  account  of  empty 
boxes**— to  the  discredit  of  Masonic  enterprise  and  liberality,  if  not  of  its 
integrity.  Brethren  of  Mississippi,  be  not  discouraged,  but  let  this  dearth 
of  example  rather  encourage  you  to  step  to  the  front  and  be  foremoet  in 
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cultiyating  this  wilderness  of  unoccapied  territory,  which  is  destined,  ere 
long,  to  bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  The  Pioneers  of  this  new  depar- 
ture shall  be  thrice  blessed.  We  can  not  resist  the  impulse  of  copying 
and  endorsing  the  eloquent  conclnsiou  of  this  report,  viz  - 

We  can  not  conceal  from  ourselves  or  from  you,  brethren,  the  magni- 
tude of  this  undertaking.  Before  the  endowment  fund  is  fully  raised, 
many  of  us  will  have  taken  the  last  sublime  degree  and  solved  the  great 
mystery  of  death  ;  but  the  legacv  will  remain  for  those  who  shall  come 
alter  us,  and,  may-hap,  our  children  will  find  shelter  beneath  the  root  of 
the  house  whose  foundations  we  are  now  laying.  It  is  seldom  that  we 
reap  the  fruit  of  our  labors  in  this  world,  but  there  are  things  which  om 
survive  our  funcralB.  Our  works,  our  influences,  and  the  effects  of  our 
good  deeds,  which  are  more  to  the  world  that  survives  than  we  ourselves 
are,  do  not  jiass  away ;  these  continue  and  live.  Even  the  Temple  of 
Solomon,  the  great  type  and  symbol  of  Masonry,  would  not  have  existed 
at  all  but  for  the  provision  made  by  David,  who  was  not  destined  to  even 
behold  the  foundations  thereof,  much  less  to  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord  fiU 
the  house.  It  was  left  for  his  son,  Solomon,  to  carry  forward  to  comple- 
tion the  greiit  conception  of  his  father  ;  but  is  not  David's  name  as  iust  p- 
arably  connected  with  the  first  temple  ac>  that  of  our  Ancient  Grand  Mas- 
ter ?  Will  not  oui  satisfaction  and  pleasure  be  a  sufficient  reward,  aA 
from  year  to  year,  we  see  the  fund  accumulate,  and  know  that  we  are  lay- 
ing up  a  store  against  the  day  of  adversity  for  our  children  and  our  chil- 
drens  children?  Be  assured  that  the  angels  will  not  fail  to  write  down 
to  our  credit  in  the  great  Book  of  Life,  the  vote  by  which  this  work  shall 
be  inaugurated.  It  is  possible  that  the  work  will  be  retarded,  and,  at 
times,  the  hearts  of  those  who  shall  have  charge  of  it  will  be  heavy  with 
disappointment  and  sorrow.  It  may  even  be  that  wo  ^iil  be  reproached 
for  placing  so  heavy  a  burden  upon  their  shoulders,  for  it  must  not  be 
inaagined  that  this  great  undertaking  can  be  carried  forward  to  fruition 
without  its  seasons  of  adversity.  And  it  may  even  happen  that  before 
others  shall  take  our  places,  we  will  weary  with  the  work  and  &int  by  the 
wayside,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  path  has  already  been  trod- 
den by  brethren  who  have  turned  their  faces  backward  in  the  day  of  battle. 
More  enterprises  of  this  character  have  failed,  miserably  failed,  than  have 
succeeded.  So  far  as  we  know,  there  are  but  two  Masonic  Homes  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  all  this  broad  land  of  ours,  with  its  more  than  half 
million  of  masons.  We  may,  from  some  unseen  defect,  fail,  as  others 
have  done  before  us.  We  know  of  no  reason  why  we  may  not  succeed, 
for  other  societies  with  less  pretensions  and  less  ability  than  our  own, 
have  done  so.  £very  where  throughout  Christendom,  stand  noble  monu- 
ments of  disinterested  zeal  and  true  philanthropy  which  owe  their  origin 
to  comparativelv  small  bauds  of  charitably  disposed  persons,  associated 
with  the  sole  obiect  of  doing  good  to  their  fellow-men.  The  Church  of 
Bome,  with  its  hundreds  of  Orphanages,  built  with  the  ofTerings  of  a 
people  who  themselves,  in  many  instances,  are  objects  of  charity,  demon- 
strates what  a  little  self-sacrifice  upon  the  part  of  great  numbers  can 
accomplish.  Every  religious  denomination  nas  successfully  preceded  us 
in  the  same  field  of  labor,  until  the  number  of  charitable  institutions, 
maintained  by  voluntary  offerings,  are  numbered  by  thousands.  For 
years,  a  few  kind-hearted  and  oluuitably  disposed  ladies  have,  almost 
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single-handed  and  alone,  carried  on  n  noble  work  at  the  Protestant  Ori>han 
Asylum  in  Natchez.  If  the  twelve  thousand  Masons  in  Mississippi  do 
not  sncceeed  in  this  undertaking,  it  will  demonstrate  what  we  would  be 
very  loth  to  admit — that  there  is  some  radical  defect  in  the  Masonic  In- 
stitution itself,  suggestive  of  tinkling  symbols  and  sounding  brass. 
Surely  it  can  not  be  true,  that  with  all  its  high-sounding  pretensions,  the 
charitable  features  of  masonry  are  confined  to  an  occasionietl  doling  out  of 
a  few  paltry  dollars,  to  relieve  the  immediate  necessities  of  casual  appli- 
cants. If  such  is  the  fact,  the  sooner  it  is  demonstrated  the  better.  It 
will  have  lived  its  day,  outlived  its  usefulness  and  must  give  place,  at  no 
distant  day,  to  something  capable  of  greater  things  than  the  conferring 
of  degrees,  whose  teachings  are  mere  theories  to  be  preached — not 
practiced. 

Passing  much  that  is  interesting  and  worthy  of  comment  in  these  pro- 
ceedings, we  come  to  the 

**BSPOBT  ON  FOBEION  OOBBBSPONDENGB,'' 

presented  by  Brother  John  T.  Buck  for  the  Committee,  who  thus  acquaints 
us  with  the  difficulties  of  his  position  : 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  embarrassment  that  I  submit  the  following 
report  in  behalf  of  the  committee.  This  work  was  entrusted  to  me  by 
my  esteemed  Brother.  P.-.G. -.M. -.Gathright,  who  insisted  that  I  should 
perform  it  for  him,  as  he  was  about  to  remove  from  the  State. 

That  it  is  faulty,  is  but  natural ;  especially  since  it  is  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  one  who  is  entirely  inexperienced  and  who  can  claim  no  quali- 
fication for  the  work,  except  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of 
masoniy.     Waiving  excuses,  I  proceed. 

We  know  how  that  is  ourself,  and  if  it  is  any  encouragement  to  Brother 
Buck,  will  volunteer  to  say  that  his  intelligent  review  of  some  fifty  vol- 
umes of  Gmnd  Lodge  proceedings,  is  a  very  strong  demonstration  of  his 
reportorial  capabilities.  Brother  Buck  reviews  the  proceedings  of  Ala- 
bama for  1875  with  friendly  consideration.  He  is,  we  fear,  a  little 
**  crooked  "  on  the  religious  question,  and  expresses  himself  quite  indis- 
creetly on  Brother  Craven's  (of  Indiana)  apostrophe  to  Masonry,  which 
was  designed  to  hurl  back  upon  its  enemies  the  charge  of  irreligion. 
rather  than  to  advance  its  claims  as  pre-eminently  a  religious  institution  ; 
but  hear  Brother  Buck,  who  says — after  quoting  a  part  onfy  of  Brother 
Craven's  address  (and  we  repeat  the  quotation,  for  though  it  does  not  do 
full  justice  to  the  author,  yet  it  speaks  the  truth  forcibly,  and  will  bear 
repetition) — 

Under  the  head  of  Indiana,  copious  quotations  are  made  from  an  oration 
delivered  by  Brother  John  Craven.  In  order  that  we  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  ourselves,  we  make  the  following  quotations  tnere- 
from : 

'*It  ischaiged  that  masonry  is  positively  an  irreligious  institation. 


1877.] 


APPSNDEL  183 


So-called  reliffioos  are  many.  Masonry  is  one.  Some  religions  have 
many  Oods.  Masons  believe  in  one  God,  whom  they  reverence  and  love. 
Religion,  so-called,  has  caused  tears  to  flow,  has  made  widows  and  or- 
phans, imprisoned  disbelievers,  tortured  them  at  the  rack  and  burned 
them  at  the  stake,  consumed  cities,  desolated  lands  and  blotted  out 
nations.  Masonry  has  no  armies,  no  arsenals,  no  magazines,  or  imple- 
ments of  war  or  death,  no  flag  of  desolation,  no  watchword  of  hate. 
Masonry  is  the  world's  great  pence-maker.  If  all  men  were  Masons, 
nations  would  learn  war  no  more.  Masonry  never  consumed  a  city,  never 
desolated  a  field  or  hearth-stone.  It  employs  no  racks,  chains  or  faggots; 
never  burned  a  disbeliever  at  the  stake,  never  made  a  widow  or  an  orphan, 
never  shed  a  drop  of  blood,  never  caused  a  heart  to  break  or  a  single  tear 
to  flow.  Its  hosts  are  those  of  peace  ;  its  arms,  good  deeds.  Its  banner 
is  love,  and  its  watchword  peace  and  eood  will  on  earth.  It  has  existed 
for  ages,  come  down  through  wars  and  revolutions,  passed  through  ages 
of  darkness,  living  on  after  nations  had  passed  away,  growing  stronger 
with  each  succeeding  age.  Time  has  but  strengthened  the  foundation  of 
our  temple,  and  added  new  glories  to  its  cope-stone.  Every  rising  sun 
but  lends  a  brighter  halo  to  its  spires.  It  is  not  easy  to  oomprehena  that 
it  will  not  always  exist  It  exists  now  wherever  civilization  is  found,  and 
even  barbarous  people  recognize  its  fraternal  band,  and  it  will  continue, 
and  the  golden  chain  will  lengthen  until  a  band  ot  brothers  will  clasp 
hands  around  the  world" 

We  must  insist  that  such  utterances  as  these,  construed  (as  they  will 
be)  into  an  exalting  of  Blasonry  at  the  expense  'of  Religion,  is  putting 
weapons  into  the  hands  of  our  opponents.  There  is  no  conflict  between 
masonry  and  true  religion.  Some  over-zealous  brethren  make  masonry 
their  religion,  and  therein  falsify  its  teachings  ;  and  we  have  known  some 
good  brethren  who  were  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  just  such  things  as 
these  almost  demanded  their  withdrawal  from  masonry.  When  masonry 
can  succeed  in  renewing  the  moral  nature  of  man,  it  will  deserve  to  be 
placed  alongside  of  religion  ;  when  it  succolds  in  bringing  man  as  an 
humble  pupil  to  the  foot  of  the  God  of  religion,  it  will  have  accomplished 
a  gxander  and  more  glorious  mission  than  was  ever  conceived  for  it  We 
honor  masonry,  but  it  is  human  in  all  respects,  in  its  origin  and  its  mis- 
sion ;  with  time,  it  will  cease  to  exist ;  but  religion  is  Divine — it  begins 
with  God,  and  its  mission  is  worthy  of  its  Almighty  Author.  As  to  the 
remarks  upon  faggots,  stakes,  etc. ,  we  have  to  say,  true  religion  never 
erected  these ;  and  all  such  stuff  is  unworthy  of  a  mason. 

You  mistake  Brother  Graven,  and  we  are  satisfied  a  more  careful  peru- 
sal of  his  address  will  modify,  if  not  remove  your  objections,  Bro.  Buck. 
Hb  uses  the  term  rtiigion  in  its  broad,  cosmopolitan,  and  classic  sense, 
while  you  apparently  apply  it  alone  to  Christianity  as  practiced  in  sub- 
reformation  times.  If  the  sun  of  midday  brightness  gives  incomparable 
light,  we  may  not  therefore,  neglect  the  lesser  lights  ordained  by  God  to 
rule  the  night  Masonry  may  claim  to  be,  and  is,  a  religion  in  binding 
together  those  who  can  and  do  "acknowledge  €k>d  as  an  object  of  worship, 
love  and  obedience,"  and  this  is  all  that  the  term  implies,  nor  does  such 
union  or  asfociation  suggest,  in  the  least,  a  neglect  of  that  dibfxnbatioii 
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the  Gbbistian,  which  our  Brother  of  Mississippi  eyidentlj  thinks  is  the 
only  tme  faith  and  alone  worthy  to  be  designated  as  a  bzlioion  ;  bnt, 
unfortunately,  the  lexicons  (and  world  of  letters  as  well)  do  not  so  restrict 
the  term.  Masonry  may  be  *'  human  in  all  respects,"  bat  before  Abraham 
was,  IT  had  proclaimed  its  gospel  of  love  and  unity  to  man,  and  taught 
allegiance  to  God,  commissioning  its  Priests,  from  whom  even  Melchise- 
dek  took  orders,  and  preparing  the  way  for  every  dispensation  of  light 
and  truth  which  has  dawned  upon  our  darkness  and  gladdened  our  spirit- 
ual yearnings  all  **adown  the  tide  of  time."  If  it  be  not  of  God,  it  exists 
by  Divine  permission,  and  who  can  say  what  agency  it  shall  hereafter 
exert  in  combating  error  and  sustaining  those  who  are  yet  to  engage  in 
the  struggle  for  truth  against  principalities  and  powers.  If  its  origin 
was  human  **  there  is  a  Divmrn  that  shapes  its  em2$,**  nor  are  (Ae^  roughly 
hewed  at  our  will  and  pleasura     '*  God  disposes." 

ORAKD  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Y.  Muiry  re-elected Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  J.  L.  Power  **        Grand  Secrelaxy. 

STATSanCBL 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 315 

Work. 

\ 
Number  Initiated 419 

"  Ptesed 386 

"  Baised 378 

•*  Suspended 267 

«•  Expelled 15 

«•  Dimitted 50^ 

««  Died. 20ft 

•*  Affiliated 27S 

•♦  Beinstated 181 

**  of  enrolled  Master  Masons  (partly  estimated) 11,170 

MISSOUBI 

Absent  from  our  table  last  yefir  is  again  a  welcome  visitant  id  •  pMnph- 
let  containing  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Fiftt-Sixth  Annual  Com- 
miinica^oi)  of  t^e  14-  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Miasonriy  coavened 
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atStLoais,  commenciog  October  lOtb,  k,  D.,  1876.  PreBent,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  James  E.  Gadle,  who,  assisted  by  Representatiyes  of  183 
Bobordinate  Lodges,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Ample  Form. 

We  note  with  regret  the  absence  of  B.  W.  Qrand  Secretary  Geo.  Frank 
Gonley,  who  was  detained  from  t^t  assemblage,  as  we  learn  from  the 
minntes,  very  much  to  his  own  regret  and  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  a 
BerioQs  illness.  But,  alas,  this  then  temporary  absence,  the  body  being 
fdck,  was  soon  to  be  made  permanent  by  the  death  summons,  which 
reached  him  speedily  thereafter  and  called  from  earth  to  the  **evergreen 
shore.*'  the  noble  spirit  of  a  tme  as  well  as  wise  and  accomplished  Free- 
mason. We  may  not  now  recall  the  horrors  of  the  conflagration  which 
destroyed  his  body,  bnt  conld  not  conquer  the  sonl  so  stayed  on  immor- 
tality; nor  is  this  the  proper  time  or  the  opportunity  suited  to  the  expres- 
sion of  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  eulogy  which  stir  our  thoughts  to 
speak  in  praise  of  Brother  Gouley  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  and  a  Mason.  At 
some  other  and  more  appropriate  time,  when  by  official  announcement 
his  death  shall  claim  our  reportorial  attention,  we  will  endeavor  to  record 
<*in  memoriam"  his  Masonic  character,  worth  and  deeds. 

The  proceedings  before  us  record  the  doings  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
through  a  busy  session  of  three  days,  but  as  the  work  performed  and  the 
questions  discussed  have  no  special  interest  beyond  that  jurisdiction  we 
shall  confine  our  remarks,  or  rather  extracts,  to  the  M  W.  Grand  Master's 
address,  which  is  a  wellarreoiged,  thoughtful  and  oomprehensiTe  message. 

He  thus  admonishes  his  Lodge: 

Let  us  labor  while  in  attendance  at  the  Grand  Lodge  to  become  not 
only  more  efficient  in  the  work  and  lectures,  but  more  familiar  with  the 
great  fundamental  truths  taught  in  Masonry.  Encourage  higher 
thoughts,  fuller  conceptions  of  the  sublime  teachings  of  our  institutions. 
We  are  accomplishing  a  great  work,  not  as  rapidly  as  we  should,  but 
elowly,  and,  I  trust,  surely.  Wherever  affliction  and  distress  are  found, 
there,  too,  should  be  the  votaries  of  Masonry,  with  the  hand  of  mercy 
outstretched,  ready  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  soothe  the  afflicted, 
and  give  aid  to  the  needy.  The  noblest  heroes  of  earth  are  those  who 
bare  their  breasts  to  the  storms  of  adversity,  and,  though  wounded  on 
every  side,  distressed  and  persecuted  bv  those  **who  put  a  penny  in  the 
nm  of  poverty  and  take  a  shilling  out,  yet  never  falter  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  dutv  of  carrying  consolation  to  the  distressed  and  afflicted  of 
eardL  The  noble  work  of  our  institution  is  felt  and  acknowledged,  and 
this  will  attract  attention  more  closely  to  each  individual  member.  And 
as  our  institution  will  always  be  judged  by  the  conduct  of  its  members, 
it  is  important  that  our  **daily  walk  and  conversation*'  should  be  circum- 
spect, and  in  conformity  to  our  teachings.  Then  will  all  the  malignant 
darts  hurled  at  us  fall  harmless  at  our  feet. 

And  says  of  his  own  official  labors: 
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I  need  not  remind  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  great  amonnt  ot  labor 
required  of  the  Grand  Master.  Energetic  and  prompt  action  are  de- 
manded at  his  hands,  in  order  that  the  Graft  may  not  go  astray.  I  have 
given  all  the  attention  to  the  duties  devolving  npon  me  that  my  bnsiness 
would  permit,  and  onlv  regret  that  I  have  accomplished  so  little  good. 

I  have  occasionally  been  called  npon  to  perform  official  acts  Umt  nnder 
other  circumstances  I  would  have  gladly  avoided,  but  duty  and  the 
responsibility  of  my  office  would  not  allow  of  hesitation  where  I  believed 
the  interest  of  the  Crait  required  decisive  action.  In  localities  where  I 
found  discord,  I  have  almost  invariably  found  that  it  resulted  from  failure 
to  enforce  the  law — a  mistaken  kindness,  which  always  works  injury. 

*«He  that's  merciful  unto  the  bad,  is  cruel  to  the  good." 

The  only  safety  is  in  a  firm,  dispassionate  and  inpartial  enforcement  of 
law.  Let  this  be  done  and  you  cure  a  large  number  of  evils  now  affect- 
ing some  of  our  lodges. 

Let  the  brethren  exert  every  energy  to  keep  our  institution  pure  and 
its  escutcheon  untarnished,  by  eliminating  every  unworUiy  element  and 
all  defective  material  that  might  mar  the  beauty,  destroy  the  hiumony  or 
deform  the  symmetry  of  our  grand  moral  Biasonic  edifice,  and  we  anall 
soon  realize  in  its  fullest  sense  **How  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

His  decisions  are  unexceptionable,  but  involve  no  disputed  questions. 

We  quote  one  for  the  lesson  of  decipline  it  enjoins.     Lodges  must  learn 

to  purge  themselves  of  inebriates  by  trial  and  expulsion: 

A  brother  makes  the  following  statement,  in  substance:  Some  seven 
or  eight  years  ago  our  lodge  conferred  the  degrees  upon  a  man  who  was 
thought  to  be  a  sober,  upright  citizen.  Soon  after  receiving  the  degrees 
he  began  to  drink,  and  became  a  confirmed  drunkard.  Has  removed 
from  our  jurisdiction;  was  drunk  and  helpless  almost  a  year  before  he 
left  The  brethren  are  divided  in  opinion  about  the  proper  course.  Some 
claim  that  it  is  unreasonable  for  the  lodge  to  render  the  brother  assist- 
ance, as  he  has  violated  the  laws  of  Masonry. 

In  answer  to  this  case  I  cited  decision  7,  page  40,  Book  of  Constitutions, 
which  declares,  **A  member  cannot  be  deprived  of  his  Biasonic  priv- 
ileges without  a  fair  trial "  This  never  having  taken  place  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  lodge,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  rights  of  Biasonry. 

When  a  lo<^e  fails  to  enforce  law,  it  must  bear  the  responsibility. 
Other  lodges  may  partially  protect  themselves  against  the  vicious  by 
interposing  objections  to  their  visiting,  but  the  lo<&e  where  he  holds  hui 
membership  must  alone  be  responsible.  Every  lodge  is  suppo8ed  to  be 
the  exponent  of  Biasonic  virtues  in  its  community,  and  when  it  fails  to 
meet  the  requirements  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  interpose  and 
put  a  stop  to  the  farcical  promulgation  of  the  cardinal  virtues. 

He  says  of  the 

COKDinON  OF  THB  CBAFT. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  a  number  of  lodges,  and  in  most  cases 
have  found  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailing.    And  although  I  hav« 
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presided  at  a  number  of  trials,  I  have  found  the  respect  and  deference 
paid  the  Grand  Master  very  marked,  which  shows  a  loyalty  on  the  part  of 
the  Craft  that  is  commendable.  If  the  Grand  Master  conid  make  his 
visits  more  extended,  much  good  could  be  accomplished.  The  number 
of  trials  in  our  lodges  would  indicate  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
members  to  free  the  lodges  ftom  all  disturbing  elements;  it  also  shows 
that  the  lodges  have  been  careless  about  the  selection  of  their  material. 
The  work  of  purifying  is  one  of  the  demands  of  the  times.  Let  it  not  be 
abated  until  the  membership  is  taught  that  to  be  a  Mason  means  that  up- 
rightness, integrity,  virtue  and  morality  must  characterize  Masonic  con- 
duct 

The  membership  of  our  lodges  are  generally  good  men  and  true,  but 
Uiere  are  some,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  disturbers  of  the  harmony  of  the 
lodges.  There  are  also  idlers  in  our  vineyard,  drones  in  the  hive,  and  in 
some  localities  the  brethren  seem  reluctant  to  use  the  necessary  means 
for  correcting  this  evil. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Craft  is  good.  There  are  influences  con- 
stantly being  exerted,  highly  beneficial  to  the  Craft.  A  spirit  of  enquiry 
and  investigation  into  me  higher  beauties  and  more  sublime  thoughts 
suggested  by  our  symbols,  a  more  thorough  discipline  and  vigorous 
enforcement  of  the  laws  of  Masonry  seem  to  be  the  desire  and  feeling  of 
the  brethren,  and  with  proper  encouragement,  we  may  safely  predict  a 
grand  and  glorious  future  for  Masonry  in  Missouri. 

The  valuable  lessons  of  Masonic  history,  I  am  glad  to  believe  are  not 
lost  on  the  Fraternity  of  the  present  day.  Thoughts  live  always,  and 
our  noble  ancestors  in  Masonry  have  sent  down  throoffh  the  ages, 
thoughts  that  live  and  bum  in  the  hearts  of  the  toiling  Crau  of  to-day. 

TOJSaaS  COBBBSPONDENCX 

Is  represented  by  a  short  report  from  Brother  Gouley  (evidently  cur- 
tailed in  consequence  of  enfeebled  health),  in  which,  however,  he  revievrs 
the  proceedings  of  40  Grand  Lodges  with  hia  usual  tact,  terseness,  and 
intelligence.  This  report  is  his  eleventh  (11th)  annual  deliverance  as 
correspondent,  and  the  realization  that  it  is  his  last  fills  us  with  regret 
that  so  bright  a  light  in  tliis  Masonic  Zodiac  is  extinguished  and  gone. 
Iiet  who  will  succeed  him,  he  may  well  pray  for  Elisha's  mantel  to 
descend  upon  and  prepare  him  for  the  mighty  work. 

Brother  Gouley  in  this  report  reviews  with  considerate  fraternal,  and 
even  complimentary  attention  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1875,  for 
which  we  are  grateful 

OBAND  07FICXB8  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Xenophon  Ryland , Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bzo.  Geo.  Frank  €k>uley  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 
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STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 490 

Work. 

l^nmber  InitiAted If  076 

**       Fnssed 960 

Raised 935 

Aflaiiated 812 

*«        Eeinatated 04 

"     .  Diinitted .' 884 

Died 301 

"        Snspended 344 

•«        ExpeUed 81 

«        Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 23, 739 

MONTANA. 

The  neatly  printed  volame  before  ns,  with  its  excellently  arranged 
minutes,  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand J[iOdge* of  MON- 
TANA at  its  Twelfth  Annual  Communication,  held  at  Helena,  com- 
mencing Tuesday,  October  3d  and  closing  October  4ih,  1876. 

We  welcome  these  proceedings  very  cordially  and  wonder  why  it  is, 
that  in  our  two  year's  tour  of  reportorial  duty,  Montana  has  not  before 
appeared  on  our  list  of  correspondents.  We  hope  they  will  not  again  (as 
in  the  past)  fail  to  reach  us. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  amplb  fobic  Present,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Harry  B.  Comly  and  a  quorum  of  its  constituents,  comprising 
Grand  and  Past  Grand  officers,  and  the  Bepresentatives  of  more  thaa 
two-thirds  of  the  subordinate  Lodges. 

We  were  attracted  to  the  frontispiece  of  these  proceedings  by  the 
Comely  face  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  engraved  thereon — suggestive  in 
its  intelligent  and  expressive  features,  of  the  beauties  which  we  after- 
wards found  impressed  upon  his  thoughtful  and  really  excellent  ^ni^nfti 
address,  from  which  we  quote  some  eloquent  sentiments,  which  claim  oar 
hearty  approval     He  says  of  Masonry  in  the  abstract : 

Let  us  then  remember  that  we  do  not  make  Masoniy,  nor  add  one  jot 
or  tittle  to  its  purity  or  glory,  but  that  we  are  merely  the  creatures  or 
instruments  by  which  and  through  which  its  beauty  may  become  apparent 
to  the  world. 

We  do  not  adorn  Masonry,  but  Masonry  decorates  us ;  it  therefoie 
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should  be  deeply  impressed  upon  our  minds,  that  it  is  our  most  sacrod 
duty  to  so  demean  ourseWes  towards  each  other  and  when  mingling  with 
our  fellow  men,  that  its  reputation  as  a  school  of  pure  and  liberal  moral 
precepts  be  in  no  wise  sullied  b^  our  derelictions. 

When  the  world  was  buried  in  the  obscurity  of  the  dark  ages — when 
Priestcraft  and  ELingcraft  sought  to  and  did  enslave  mankind  by  material 
force  and  spiritual  anathema — when  science  and  art  were  compelled  to 
succumb  to  the  mandates  of  ignorance  or  the  insidious  blighting  power 
of  superstition — when  the  fear  of  the  sword  and  the  terrors  of  hell  were 
alike  suspended  by  tyrannical  power  and  sacerdotal  cunning  over  a  crouch- 
ing and  abject  humanity — the  sun  of  Masonry,  unseen  to  the  world  at 
large,  in  secret  threw  its  light  upon  a  devoted  few,  who  preserved  the 
Crod-given  principles  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  and  transmitted 
to  posterity  the  beautiful  tenets  of  our  Order. 

While  superstition  and  ignorance  were  sowing  broadcast  the  seeds  of 
discord  among  meu,  by  upholding  as  the  rules  of  action  doctrines  of  fear 
and  force,  Masonry  was  transmitting  to  posterity  its  redeeming  and  regen- 
erating principles,  and  as  light  from  this  source  secretly  and  quietly 
beamed  upon  the  world,  man  became  free,  his  confidence  in  his  fellow 
was  restored,  and  his  shackles  were  severed  by  the  diamond  of  knowl- 
edge. 

Our  ancient  brethren  discovered  that  there  was  one  grand  fundamental 
principle  in  nature— they  called  it  Truth . 

They  discovered  that  all  the  beautiful  affinities  of  life  were  dependent 
for  their  existence  and  growth  upon  this  great  root  of  morality,  and  there- 
fore made  it  the  ^[reat  object  of  Masonry  to  promulgate  this  law  of  Divin- 
ity. Aye,  truth  is  the  foundation  stone  of  our  art—it  is  the  sword  and 
bnckler,  and  will  prevail  against  all  obstacles — it  penetrates  and  investi- 
^tee  all  things,  whether  spiritual  or  material — it  not  onlv  examines  the 
inmost  soul  of  man,  and  proves  his  worth  by  its  unmoving  rule,  but  it 
also  disintegrates  the  adamantine  rock,  and  proves  the  immutable  law  of 
God  existing  in  matters. 

Morally,  we  are  enlightened  when  we  comprehend  a  truth  that  is  an 
nndeviatmg  law  of  Deity,  spiritual  or  material.  In  order  to  search  for 
this,  our  noble  predecessors  in  the  mystic  art  made  it  incumbent  upon  its 
TOtaries  to  become  acquainted  with  every  useful  art  and  science,  that 
they  might  the  better  understand  the  Divine  law  by  analyzing  the  works 
of  God. 

>io  bigotry,  no  fanaticism,  no  sickly  sentimentalism  did  they  bequeath 
to  their  successors,  but  freedom  untrammeled  to  investigate  all  things, 
both  material  and  spiritual,  that  thereby  truth,  almighty  truth,  might 
find  the  light 

Love,  charity,  hope  and  faith,  are  all  parts  of  and  emanate  from  truth ; 
love  may  not  exist  without  it ;  deception,  falsehood  and  Araud  never  beget 
that  ennobling  affinity  ;  truth  alone  has  that  power,  and  even  after  it  has 
been  £anned  into  bright  and  resplendent  being,  deception,  falsehood  and 
fraud  may  quench  its  genial  flame. 

Chanty  is  the  pure  and  graceful  daughter  of  truth  and  love,  and  all 
suppliants  for  her  divine  benevolence  must  wear  the  garb  of  truth. 
•  •  •  •  • 

Charity  does  not  consist  merely  of  giving  alms  from  our  plethoric  coffers. 
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but  in  the  way  and  manner  of  giving ;  it  must  come  from  the  heart,  it 
must  spring  from  sympathy  with  suflfering,  and  not  from  a  morbid  desire 
for  ostentatious  display  ;  it  must  be  as  the  widow^s  miUt  and  not  as  the 
cold  contribution  of  pharisaical  hypocrisy. 

Again,  it  is  more  than  the  mere  giving  of  money,  it  is  also  that  sympa- 
thy with  a  weak  brother,  which  through  good  and  kind  counsel  leads  him 
from  error  to  the  path  of  rectitude,  not  that  cold,  puritanical  disposition 
which  condemns  and  punishes  witii  the  cold  hand  of  fanaticism. 

Ton  will  generally  find,  my  brethren,  that  he  who  has  no  mercy,  and  is 
continually  clamoring  for  punishment  of  his  brother  for  trivial  faults,  is 
impelled  by  vanity  ;  or,  by  appearing  to  be  publicly  just,  is  anxious  to 
conceal  his  own  frailties.  To  say  the  least,  he  is  not  imbued  with  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry,  and  has  no  claim  to  the  pure  essence  of  charity. 

We  quote  his  decisions  and  remarks  upon  the  right  of  objection  to 

**adoanceT?MnA"  and  are  in  full  sympathy  with  his  suggestion  as  to  the 

necessity  of  modifying  the  rule,  etc. 

2.  An  objection  to  the  advancement  of  a  brother  made  in  open  Lodge, 
holds  good  until  the  objection  is  removed. 

4.  An  o 'ejection  to  advancement  made  in  open  Lodge,  should  be  noted 
by  the  Secretary,  and  no  ballot  should  be  cast  untU  the  objection  be 
removed. 

In  regard  to  the  second  and  fourth  decisions,  I  desire  to  make  a  few 
remarks: 

While  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  both,  I  firmlv  believe 
that  the  rulC)  which  must  now  be  strictly  enforced,  works  great  hardship, 
and  should  be  modified. 

This  privilege  of  objecting  to  advancement,  places  unlimited  power  in 
the  hands  of  one  member  to  control  the  material  of  the  Lodge,  as  well  as 
to  affect  the  interests  and  rights  of  one  who  has  already  received  a  portion 
of  our  rights  and  benefits,  and  is  no  longer  in  the  same  position  towards 
the  Fraternity  as  a  profane. 

While  I  recognize  this  privilege  if  exercised  with  prudence  and  with  a 
due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity,  as  a  safeguard  which  should 
not  be  rashly  destroyed,  vet  I  can  also  perceive  that  in  some  instances  it 
may  be  used  without  such  caution  as  such  right  demands,  and  thereby 
the  interests  of  the  Fraternity  suffer  through  the  bad  judgment  of  a  single 
member.  I  would  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  direct  that  the  rule 
be  so  modified  as  to  give  the  objection  only  the  force  and  effect  of  a  black 
ball,  which  is,  as  I  conceive,  all  the  power  that  one  Mason  should  hold 
over  the  Fraternity,  or  the  fortunes  and  interests  of  a  brother  of  inferior 
degree. 

He  says  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction  and  vicinity  : 

The  emigration  from  the  Territory  duriug  the  past  year,  caused  by  the 
Black  Hills  excitement,  has  carried  with  it  many  of  our  Order ;  neverthe- 
less, among  thoso  that  have  remained,  the  interest  in  our  institution  has 
not  flagged,  as  is  attested  by  the  work  which  has  been  done  in  our  differ- 
ent Lodges,  and  by  our  annual  returns,  which ,  notwithstanding,  show 
the  gratifying  result  of  an  increase  in  our  number.  And  may  we  not 
hope  that  the  seed  of  the  zealous  and  earnest  Masonry  of  Montana  may 
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be  sown  by  our  migratiDg  brethren  in  the  new  ooantry  to  which  they 
have  gone,  and  a  mighty  concourse  in  the  future  be  thereby  added  to  the 
hoAts  on  whose  banners  are  inscribed  the  motto  of  Friendship,  Virtue  and 
Brotherly  Love. 

Thus  we  have  allowed  Grand  Master  Ck)mley  to  speak  freely  to  our  read- 
ers the  words  which,  we  are  satisfied,  ably  express  the  thoughts  and  pur- 
poses of  Montana  Masons ;  and,  as  our  space  is  Tery  limited,  we  shall  and 
must  content  ourselves  with  a  very  brief  ftirther  reference  to  these  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  reports  of  Grand  officers,  especially  those  of  B.  W.  Brother  Ck>me- 
lius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary,  and  the  general  work  of  the  Lodge,  im- 
press us  with  fiivorable  convictions  of  the  industry,  wisdom  and  thrift  of 
this  young  sister  jurisdiction,  whom  we  fully  recognize  and  cordially 
greet  as  an  able  co-worker  in  promoting  the  great  and  glorious  designs 
marked  out  upon  our  common  Masonic  Trestle  Board,  by  the  Sovkbkiom 
Gbakd  BIabtkb  of  the  universal  Brothkbhood  or  Mah— the  Ultima  Thule 
of  Masonic  effort 

FOBUOM  COBBBSPONDEMCB, 

Beported  upon  by  Brother  Cornelius  Hedges,  Chairman  and  Grand 
Secretary,  is  an  important  and  very  notable  feature  of  these  proceedings. 
We  have  read  his  report  with  pleasure  and  instruction,  and  shall  avail 
ourselves  (by  quotations)  of  some  of  his  opinions,  which  strike  us  as  both 
well  timed  and  well  expressed. 

Among  the  numerous  proceedings  reviewed  by  Brother  Hedges,  those 
of  Alabama  for  1875  have  ftill  space,  and  are  commented  upon  with 
acceptable  candor  and  discrimination.  He  objects,  as  heretofore,  to  the 
ruling  (not  peculiar  to  G.  M.  Wilson,  who  truly  represented  the  Alabama 
•'practice"  in  that  respect,)  "that  a  reversal  of  a  judgment  of  a  Lodge 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  can  not  restore  to  membership" — which  we  will  not 
now  discuss,  though  fully  pursuaded  that  Alabama  is  right  in  the  matter. 
He  also  thinks  the  effort  to  accumulate  funds  for  future  sustenance  is 
wrong,  as  it  "taxes  one  generation  for  the  benefit  of  a  future  one,"  etc. 
To  fiome  extent  you  are  right,  my  Brother ;  but  carry  out  your  proposition 
to  its  extravagant  ultimate  and  the  other  generation  would  not  come  at  all 
for  want  of  generative  provision  for  the  succsssiom.  If  the  now  custo- 
dians of  this  work,  neglecting  the  lessons  and  example  of  their  predeces- 
Bors,  do  nothing  but  provide  for  present  necessities,  the  ftiture  investi- 
gator or  historian  will  anathematise  the  selfishness  of  an  era  which,  instead 
of  illustrating,  tended  to  prostitute  and  degrade  masonry.  Let  us  act  well 
our  part  in  the  present,  and  above  all  things  strive  to  **  leave  behind  us 
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some  footprints  in  the  sands  of  time  that  others  seeing  *'  may  be  encour- 
aged to  effort  and  to  progress— and  this  we  can  not  do  if  we  only  provide 
for  our  immediate  necessities,  or  do  not  husband  the  resources  generously 
confided  to  us,  which  latter  use  ii>  all  the  Alabama  **Fund"  was  de- 
signed and  established  for. 

Bbotheb  Hedges  has  conceived  a  strange  illusion  about  us.  Is  it  our 
age  or  our  prindples  that  he  REV-erences  ?  We  were  very  serious  in  writing 
our  first  report,  but  did  not  intend  to  pre<ich  such  a  sermon  as  would  sug- 
gest a  Revebend  recognition  or  title.  We  quote  his  references  to  us,  as 
follows : 

'*The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  rendered  by  Rev.  Oliver  S. 
Beers,  in  place  of  Brother  Walthall,  otherwise  employed. 

It  is  good,  as  we  should  have  expected  from  one  whose  Mentor  is  Brother 
Dmmmond.  His  criticisms,  not  numerous,  are  always  candid  and  char- 
itable—his  quotations  judicious — his  ambition  high  and  honorable — his 
patience  and  industry  commendable.  In  his  conclusion,  speaking  of  the 
foes  and  dangers  to  Masonry  from  without,  he  certainly  has  his  eye  in  the 
right  direction,  but  we  incline  to  think  that  he  miscalculates  the  nature 
of  that  conflict 

It  will  not  be  an  open  one,  but  for  that  reason  only  the  more  dangerous. 
Masonry  in  this  contest  will  be  backed  by  the  intelligence  and  independ- 
ence of  the  age,  while  the  minions  of  spiritual  despotism  must  trust  to 
the  decaying  bulwarks  of  ignorance  and  credulity. 

We  regret  that  our  proceedings  failed  to  be  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  Brother  Beers.  Had  we  been  informed  of  the  miscarriage,  we  would 
have  attempted  another  delivery.  Despite  the  material  reluctance  of  men 
to  be  brought  to  meet  their  biers^  we  shall  hope  again  to  meet  Brother  B. 
pen  in  hand. 

The  latest  volume  from  Alabama  is  the  best  and  handsomest  of  all  the 
line. 

Brother  H.  you  have  taken  all  the  fboth  out  of  us  in  thus  consigning 
our  Beer  to  the  level  of  the  dead. 

We  quote  a  portion  of  his  concluding  remarks,  as  heretofore  promised, 
which  are  well  worthy  of  attention,  viz  : 

We  refipret  to  see  that  the  opinion  preyails  among  so  many  very  good 
and  intelligent  Masons,  that  our  order  is  materializing— that  more  stress 
is  laid  upon  the  payment  of  dues,  than  any  other  ^lasonic  duty;  Even 
80  good  and  experienced  a  Mtison  as  Bro.  Drummond  seems  to  entertain 
thoKe  ft5arR,  and  fears  danger  therefVom.  We  do  not  share  these  views, 
at  all.  That  a  great  change  has  come,  is  true.  The  structure  and  foroes 
of  modern  society  have  forced  it  to  come.  We  couldn't  have  prevented 
it  if  we  would;  neither  should  we  desire  to  do  so.  Some  of  the  forms  and 
all  of  the  spirit  we  can  retain  from  age  to  age,  but  the  methods  of  action 
must  conform  to  the  age.  The  moment  we  fix  beyond  power  of  change 
any  portion  of  our  fabric,  it  will  begin  to  wax  old  like  a  garment,  and 
wiil  eventually  pitss  away.     The  immortality  of  Masonry  is  in  its  spirit 
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«nd  porpoees,  and  these  will  clothe  themKelves  in  forms,  and  adopt 
methods  suited  to  the  advancing  stages  of  society. 

Those  who  deny  the  importance  of  money  to  execute  the  porposes  of 
Masonry,  are  as  egregionsly  at  &alt  as  those  who  think  that  evcoything 
depends  thereon.  We  are  tree  to  say  that  money  is  raised  and  expended 
for  many  purposes  that  are  not  properly  Biasonic;  but  we  feel  equally 
Bore  that  Masonry  could  not  live  and  discharge  its  functions  as  an  organ- 
ization without  a  steady  and  reliable  revenue.  And  there  is  no  fairer  way 
to  raise  this  revenue  than  by  equality  of  taxation;  and  some  proper  penalty 
that  shall  secure  |;eneral  prompt  payment  is  certainly  necessary.  How 
long  would  civil  government  continue  if  dependent  on  voluntary  con- 
tribution, and  how  many  would  pay  their  taxes  promptly  if  no  penalty 
existed?  True,  we  are  not  a  civil  government,  but  we  are  just  as  much 
in  need  of  steady,  reliable  revenues,  and  must  adopt  the  most  just  and 
rational  way  to  secure  them.  There  needs  to  be  more  care  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  money.  There  needs  to  be  vastly  more  charity  and  reason 
in  collecting  dues.  But  these  thin^  will  surely  come,  and  we  believe  the 
nffOB  of  the  coming  are  already  visible. 

When  the  bod^  of  Masons  see  and  feel  the  necerfsity  to  accomplish  cer- 
tain purposes  within  their  ability,  the  means  will  come  forth  easily. 
Many  of  the  schemes  that  have  proved  so  burdensome  in  some  pris- 
dictions,  were  proper  enough  at  some  time  perhaps,  but  were  simply 
premature,  decreed  by  the  &w  witiiout  consulting  the  many. 

The  woivt  tendency,  not  only  in  Masonry,  but  it  runs  through  all  the 
organization  of  modem  society,  is  to  do  every  thing  through  and  depend 
entitely  upon  some  official  agency,  doing  away  too  much  with  individual 
exertion  and  charity.  While  the  same  means  thus  en^ployed  can  more 
easily  accomplish  greater  results,  there  is  lost  the  ciutivating  and 
humanizing  influence  upon  individued  character,  that  is  too  impbrtent  an 
element  to  be  overlooked.  The  two  features  must  be  combined.  There 
must  be  left  plenty  of  room  and  play  for  individual  activity  and  charity, 
and  not  only  so,  but  Meusonry  needs  to  correct  much  of  the  very  genezal 
notion  entertained  about  its  toorfc.  Opening  and  closing  lodges,  and  con- 
ferring degrees,  is  nothing  but  the  dry,  uninteresting  and  comparatively 
unimportant  preparation  for  work  in  subduing  passions,  ministering  to 
the  sick,  afflictea  and  destitute.  Never  think  you  have  made  a  Mason  till 
you  are  sure  that  it  has  touched  and  entered  the  heart  as  well  as  the 
tongue  and  head.  We  are  taught  that  it  is  in  the  heart  that  one  is  first 
prepared  to  be  made  a  Masen.  It  is  also  the  finishing  place,  unless  it 
miBcanias  altogether. 

OBAMD  OmCXBS  KLXXa 

M.  W.  Brother  Julian  M  Knight Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  Ck>melius  Hedges (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISnOB. 

Kumber  of  Chartered  Lodges 17 

Id 
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Work. 

Number  Initiated 22 

Passed 24 

Baised 22 

Affiliated  and  Beinstated 26 

Dimitted 61 

Died 7 

Suspended  and  Expelled 13 

Enrolled  Master  Masons. 677 

NEBRASKA. 

The  proceedings  next  claiming  our  attention  and  welcome,  are  those  of 
the  Bi.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska  at  its  (I9th)  Ninbteenth  Annual 
Communication,  held  Jane  20th  and  21st,  A.  L.  6876,  A.  D.,  1876,  at 
Lincoln. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Alfred  G.  Hastings,  with  a  constitational 
qnomm  of  Grand  Lodge  constituents,  to  which  were  added  by  inyitation 
all  Master  Biasons  in  good  standing.  The  Grand  Master's  Annual  Ad- 
dress is  a  well  arranged  and  instructive  executiTe  message,  in  which  he 
discusses  with  conspicuous  ability  the  topics  claiming  his  attention  and 
the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  Graft  in  that  jurisdiction,  he  says: 

Masonry  has  kept  pace  with  our  increasing  population.  Besides  many 
initiations,  our  numbers  are  being  constantly  augmented  by  Masons  from 
the  older  States,  and  judging  from  an  extended  visitation  to  the  Lodges, 
and  from  facts  elicited  by  an  extensive  correspondence  throughout  the 
State,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that,  with  but  few  exception^ 
harmony,  peace  and  prosperity  prevail  in  the  several  subordinate  Lodges 

throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

•  ••••  •  •  •  • 

Masonry  has  established  for  itself  a  high  standard  of  morality  through- 
out this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  justly  challenges  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  our  citizens.  Brethren,  ever  maintain  that  high  standard, 
guard  against  every  departure  from  our  established  rules  ! 

Our  Lodges  look  to  tne  Grand  Lodge  for  that  light  which  is  to  guide 
them  in  their  labors.  How  important,  then,  that  our  labors  be  att^ded 
with  great  care  and  skiU.  That  unbiased  and  unprejudiced  we  may 
carefully  weigh  our  every  action,  so  that  the  Graft  ma^  not  only  expect^ 
but  when  they  turn  to  our  records,  may  indeed  and  m  truth  find,  that 
light  and  instruction  which  will  aid  and  assist  them  in  their  efforts  to 
advance  the  interests  of  this  ancient  and  honorable  fraternity.  To  this 
end  it  becomes  my  du^  and  pleasure  to  lay  before  you  the  records  of  my 
actions  as  your  Grand  Master  during  the  past  year. 
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His  deciflions  are  genexallj  sound,  though  the  following,  onleas  founded 
npon  some  law  of  the  jnrisdiction  are  questionable  rulings,  viz: 

10.  The  Lodge  cannot  reconsider  its  action  granting  a  brother  a  dixnit, 
if  the  brother  was  not  clear  of  the  books.  The  vote  granting  him  his 
dimit  is  equivalent  to  remitting  his  dues. 

11.  Question.  "Have  we  a  right  to  prohibit  brethren  from  voting  at 
the  election  of  officers,  they  being  in  arrears  for  dues  ?"  Answer.  You 
have  not  No  member  of  the  Lodge  can  be  deprived  of  his  rights  and 
privileges  without  due  trial  and  conviction. 

12.  Question.  *'Is  it  proper,  in  the  transaction  of  the  businesss  of  the 
Lodge,  to  vote  yea  and  nay,  viva  tHxx  ?"  Answer.  It  is  not  While  I 
know  of  no  positive  law  on  the  subject  yet  custom  has  become  so  general 
as  to  establish  the  usual  sign  by  raising  the  right  hand. 

He  denounces  as  "irregularities"  these  glaring  faults: 

There  is  an  idea  quite  prevalent  in  our  Lodges  among  our  Worshipful 
Masters  that  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master  will  cure  any  irregu- 
larities or  set  aside  a  by-law  which  may  be  in  their  way.  This  idea  leads 
to  much  carelessness  and  inattention  to  our  rules  and  regulations.  Again, 
there  is  the  practice  of  the  committee  on  a  petition  for  initiation  to  visit 
the  candidate,  and  thus  inform  him  of  their  appointment,  of  which  cer- 
tainly he  has  no  right  Ut  know,  and  in  cases  of  rejection  it  leads  to  annoy- 
ing questions  and  much  ill  feeling  in  the  Lodge.  Again,  to  the  habit  of 
el^tioneering  for  or  against  a  candidate  for  office  in  the  Lodge,  and  to 
the  forming  of  cliques  and  rings  for  the  purpose  of  elevating  himself  or 
friend  to  c&ce,  irrespective  of  any  qualifications,  or  of  defeaUng  another 
who  may  be  otherwise  well  qualified  and  deserving.  This,  my  brethren, 
is  contrary  to  the  plain  teachings  of  Freemasonry,  and  subversive  of  the 
best  good  of  the  Craft.  ••..#. 

Becommends  some  action  on  the  CoiiOBED  Lodoe  question,  and  says  in 

that  connection: 

The  importance  of  the  subject  having  attracted  the  attention,  not  only 
of  several  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country,  but  in  Europe,  and 
the  further  fact  that  some  of  the  European  Lodges,  with  whom  we  are 
in  friendly  communication,  have  adopted  some  resolutions  looking  to  the 
formal  recognition  of  these  so-called  Colored  Lodges,  and  the  certainty 
that  sooner  or  later,  we,  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  must  reach  some  definite  con- 
clusion and  assume  some  positive  position  upon  this  embarrassing  ques- 
tion, I  would  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  report 
at  the  next  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Indeed  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  committee  should  report  before  the  opening  of  the  next  Grand 
Lodge,  and  their  report  to  be  published  for  me  use  of  the  members,  so 
that  the  brethren  may  be  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  and  history  con- 
nected with  this  matter,  and  may  then  act  wisely,  and  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Craft 

.  In  response  to  his  suggestion,  the  Grand  Lodge  referred  the  subject  to 
a  special  committee,  composed  of  able  and  judicious  members,  for  report 
at  the  next  Annual  Communication.  The  report  of  Brother  Grand  Secre- 
tary Bowen  is  able  and  marks  him  as  a  laboring,  intelligent»  and  useful 
flcribe. 
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The  proceedings  generally  indicate  harmony  and  prosperity  as  ohara&* 
teristic  of  the  "Graft"  in  that  jurisdiction.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  the 
Grand  Treasury  balance  had  more  than  donbled  during  the  year,  and 
stated  in  this  report  at  nearly  $4,000  00.  Don't  waste  it.  Brethren,  bat 
devote  it  to  some  good  ose  in  promoting  Masonic  charity. 

The  Oration  of  the  Grand  Orator,  Brother  James  Laird,  has  quite 
captivated  ns,  and  its  indeed  a  gem  of  rare  brilliancy. 

We  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  reproducing  a  portion  of  it  because 
of  our  special  fancy  for  and  appreciation  of  his  admirable  reasoning. 
His  vigorous,  as  well  as  eloquently,  expressed  sentiments  rank  him  an 
intelligent,  faithful  and  laborious  student  of  masonic  history  and  ethics. 
How  many  masons  live  and  die  within  reach  of  this  mine  of  wealth  our 
orator  has  explored,  teeming  with  beauties  new  and  old,  and  yet  never 
dream  that  this  heritage  is  theirs  to  possess  if  diligently  sought  after. 
He  discusses  the  subject  under  the  heads  of  *'  Antiquity,"  *' PersiBtency  ** 

and  its  Work,  and  we  quote  a  few  remarks  under  each  head: 

•  •  •  •  • 

The  cold  recital  of  the  facts  constituting  the  claims  of  this  institution 
to  great  age,  I  see,  moves  no  one.  However,  it  shows  you  that  the  move-^ 
ments  of  Masonry  have  not  been  restricted  to  narrow  bounds  ;  it  has  not 
been  anxious  to  deduce  to-day  the  consequence  of  the  premises  it  laid 
down  on  yesterday  ;  some  of  its  work  may  yet  be  deferred  for  ages,  until 
the  fullness  of  time  shall  come  ;  its  logic  will  not  be  less  conclusive  for 
reasoning  slowly  ;  so  great  a  thing  as  providence  moves  through  time  aa 
the  gods  of  Homer  through  space — it  takes  a  step,  and  centuries  have 
rolled  away.  Age  is  not  unlovely  when  crowned  with  wisdom  ;  time  is 
an  attribute  of  excellence  no  less  than  labor.  Yet,  if  you  like  not  the 
skeleton  at  vour  feast,  add  the  flesh  and  blood  that  thousands  of  years 
ago  gave  it  beauty,  and  spread  upon  it  the  mantle  of  charity,  which  fifty 
centuries  have  not  been  able  to  rend,  and  which  nineteen  hundred  veais 
ago  made  Masonry  the  companion  of  your  Christ,  and  then  the  skeleton 
of  facts  is  lost  in  the  outlines  of  a  sweetly  breathing  majesty. 

We  present  you  with  an  Order  professing  high  things,  and  which  is 
being  daily  crowned  with  the  homage  of  millions  of  men  and  women. 
History  asserts  its  age  to  be  greater  tlutn  that  of  any  living  organization — 
bom  in  the  infancy  of  the  efurth,  it  has  looked  upon  the  unrevealed  splen- 
dors of  the  evolving  worlds  of  mind  and  matter.  It  has  projected  itself 
tiirough  hundreds  of  centuries,  sowing  from  its  almost  immortal  hands, 
as  it  advanced  up  the  dim  isles  of  time,  the  germs  of  exalted  deeds. 
From  the  garnered  truths  by  it  let  fall  upon  the  fallow  grounds  of  the 
ages  gone,  have  grown  the  mighty  facts  of  religion,  and  humanity,  and 
freedom,  that  are  to  live  Uirough  all  the  ages  yet  to  be.  From  the  dim 
nons  of  its  early  time  there  comes  up  a  voice  clearer,  and  stronger,  and 
sweeter,  than  that  of  him  who  plead  in  the  wilderness  against  the  ad- 
vancing feet  of  that  one  who  never  dies — a  voice  that  utters  words  so 
high  that  thev  might  seem  echos  from  Sinai's  transfigured  mountain  ; 
words  whose  breathings  bless  the  gathered  brotherhood  when  the  giadous 
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master  breaks  the  seals,  and  in  the  hushed  and  deadly  silence  of  onr  mid- 
night watch,  speaks  the  never-dying  word. 

What  means  it,  do  yon  ask^  that  we  claim  our  beantifol  rites  as  ancient  ? 
It  means  that  as  men  and  Biasons,  we  love  holy  and  heroic  things.  Toor 
ohnrches  break  and  eat  of  the  body  of  onr  blessed  Lord,  and  poor  and 
drink  his  blood ;  we  break  from  the  body  of  his  work,  and  oar  bread,  so 
broken,  we  cast  upon  the  bitter  waters  ;  we  drink  of  the  blood  of  his  in« 
spiration,  and  henceforth  strive  to  bear  our  cross,  if  not  as  Christians, 
tnen  as  men.  That  was  the  era  of  the  gods ;  Christ  lived  and  died  in 
those  times  ;  miracles  were  abroad  ;  the  heavens  were  not  dosed  against 
the  earth,  but  opened  to  admit  the  ascending  truth  and  to  loose  the  holy 
dove.  That  impulse  which  we  should  have  received,  could  we  have 
stood  in  that  age,  and  from  the  deified  man,  drank  direct  the  draught  of 
life.  Masonry,  there  standing,  may  have  drank,  and  we  here  drink  ouy 
vast  resolves  from  it. 

Ancient  Masonry  stood  among  its  many  monuments  and  heard  the 
great  AposUe  proclaiming  the  one  Gk>d  to  the  so-called  superstitious  Bo* 
mans ;  it  was  at  Athens  when  Homer  sang  his  hero  songs  ;  it  is  embodied 
in  the  sublime  teachings  of  Plato,  and  upon  its  eternal  truths  the  immor* 
lal  Socrates  composed  himself  to  death  ;  its  untiring  feet  followed  with 
healing  civilization  the  bloody  track  of  empire  Cesar's  lemons  cleft 
across  the  Virgin  waters  of  Gaul  and  Britain,  and  ever  upon  its  uplifted 
front  was  written  the  salutations  of  perfect  peace. 

The  fact  of  years  in  stones  and  monuments,  excites  an  idle  curiosity — 
but  what  shall  express  the  awe  and  reverence  with  wliich  we  fed,  not 
hear,  but  fed,  the  presence  in  our  minds  and  lives  of  a  series  of  princi- 
ples, whose  embodiment  amounts  to  the  realization  of  the  universal  idea 
of  moral  grandeur,  and  which  were  originally  formed  in  the  rucged  bat- 
Ues  of  fate  where  strengtii  was  borUf  and  which,  by  virtue  of  their  own 
sovereign  power,  called  to  their  council  men  whose  adherence  to  the 
grand  and  simple  faith  of  brotherhood,  has  given  to  the  awakened  mind 
of  all  ages  universal  formulas  of  right,  and  founded  in  every  Lodge  at 
once  a  temple  and  an  empire.  It  is  not  strange  to  the  thinking  man  or 
Mason  that  the  principles  of  Masonry  should  have  arisen  almost  with 
the  dawn  of  time  and  intellect,  But,  to  those  who  have  read  its  history, 
and  the  history  of  the  world,  it  is  matter  of  wonderment  that  it,  or  any 
other  institution  dedicated  exclusively  to  humanity,  should  have  survived 
the  buffetings  of  the  dark  ages  the  preceding  superstitious  and  idolatrous 
ones,  and  the  succeeding  persecutions  of  priests  and  kings,  that  pursued 
it  for  centuries  with  a  brutal  and  deadly  hate.  Truly,  no  bantlingorder, 
cast  upon  the  rooks  of  antiquity,  and  mothered  like  those  fabled  Koman 
kings,  by  the  she-wolfs  care,  and  often  fostered,  if  at  all,  by  men  wild  as 
the  hawk  and  iox,  could  have  power  to  run  the  race  of  centuries  and  hold 
as  its  own  eternal  patrimony,  principles  so  soft  and  genUe,  so  grand  and 
true,  that  they  may  have  served  to  lead  by  the  hand,  mailed  and  embruted 
man,  out  from  the  clamorous  age  of  iron  into  the  calm  one  of  peace. 

Time,  that  destroys  the  vouchers  of  most  systems,  by  the  indomitable 
persistency  of  our  ancient  brethren,  has  been  forced  to  spare  those  of 
ours.  The  belief  of  to-day  becomes  the  tradition  of  to-morrow,  and  in 
another  day  that  tradition,  once  so  sacred  to  man,  has  drifted  clear  of 
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earth  and  hangs  a  mist  of  clonds  in  the  for  heaTens  of  antiquity,  where 
crowned  mythology  guards  her  million  gods,  whose  once  substantial 
realms  of  faith  and  belief  have  vanished  into  fable.  Again  and  again 
the  tempest  of  restless  mind  has  swept  the  fields  of  opinion,  and  blown 
away  doctrine  and  creed,  and  church,  and  state,  and  law,  like  chafifl  But, 
from  this  chaos,  Masonry  has  always  arisen,  holding  in  its  lion's  grip  the 
guarantees  of  a  better  life  for  all,  to  come  from  the  adoption  of^  and  ad- 
herence to,  its  immortal  principles,  full  of  aspiration,  trust,  hope,  and 
the  relentless  purposes  of  good.  Tliese  it  has  forever  persistently  main- 
tained, sanctioned,  and  made  venerable  to  all  men.  And  these  it  renews 
and  recreates  perpetually,  and  by  these  its  principles,  impartial  as  the 
sunshine  and  the  sweetly  falling  rain,  and  its  untiring  devotees,  is,  and 
has  been,  itself,  always  maintained,  high  above  ignominous  fall,  eternal 
amid  its  true  arts  and  worshippers,  without  other  change  than  that  of 
exalted  progress. 

•  •  •  .  •  • 

It  is  idle  for  Masonry  to  vaunt  its  virtues  as  wares  upon  the  markets  of 
to-day.  $^m  the  doing  of  this  we  are  forbidden,  but  I  cannot  repress 
the  exultation  with  which  I  find  in  tracing  the  rise  and  progress  of  this 
principle  of  Masonry,  that  ever  has  it  kept  burning  within  me  bosom  of 
its  Lodges  the  three  great  lights  of  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity,  and 
ever  has  the  heart  of  the  true  Mason  opened  in  response  to  those  majgio 
names.  Hundreds  of  men  in  the  world's  history,  kindled  with  the  im- 
mortal fire  of  these  eternal  principles,  have  caused  rugged,  steel-clad 
Europe  to  tremble  before  their  words,  calling  millions  up  irom  out  the 
darkness  of  mental  and  physical  slavery,  into  the  glory  of  that  great  day 
which  has  ever  shed  its  benign  light  over  us.  Hundreds  of  States,  once 
known  to  history,  seeking  to  gag  the  infinitudes  of  man's  soul  with  the 
formulas  of  the  divine  right  of  oppressors,  and  with  the  little  supersti- 
tions of  tyranny  to  fill  the  embrace  of  eternal  progress,  have  been  rolled 
up  as  a  scroll  and  sunk  from  off  the  earth  into  forgotten  graves.  I  sa^  I 
cannot  forbear  to  ask  myself  to  whom  do  these  glories  belong,  that  shine 
so  like  stars  in  the  heavens  ot  history — to  the  imitators,  or  the  inventors  ? 
For  I  am  forevei  convinced  that  one  of  the  grandest  works  of  Masonry, 
fraught  with  all  consequences  of  good,  and  that  can  never  be  known  to 
men,  is,  that  arising  in  the  ages  anterior  almost  to  history,  and  organ- 
ized for  the  propagation  of  art,  morality,  equality  and  freedom,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  fall  of  Bome  and  the  succeeding  ages  of  darkness,  in 
which  well  nigh  all  iQtelligence  was  blotted  out,  this  society  has  kept 
alive  within  itself,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  that  spirit  of  exalted  fre^ 
dom  which  we  see  has  since  diffused  itself,  like  a  celestial  warmth, 
among  many  nations,  and  is  forever  radiating  its  unconquerable  light 
upon  the  dark  horizons  of  oppression. 

My  brothers,  two  facts,  like  hands  of  Qod,  uphold  the  world — two 
truths :  the  one  is  faith  ;  the  other,  labor.  In  view  of  these  two  omnip- 
otent things,  the  world  lives,  and  we  upon  it  F&ith  and  labor.  The 
power  to  believe  and  the  power  to  work,  make  the  genius  and  assure  the 
destiny  of  men  and  that  of  Masonry.  Masonry  can  only  continue  great 
by  reason  of  our  possession  of  these  powers.  It  has  armed  us  with 
weapons  such  as  never  the  knights  of  old  could  boast,  the  weapons  of 
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eternal  tmth,  and  we  are  to  poesees  oorselves  with  the  inspirationB  of  its 
heroic  fidth ;  and  then,  with  Sir  Galihad,  can  we  exdaim  :— 

'*  My  good  sword  carves  the  casques  of  men, 

My  tough  lance  thrusteth  sure, 
My  strength  is  as  the  strength  of  ten, 

Because  my  heart  is  pure." 

Nothing  is  greater  in  Masonry  than  that  it  contains  the  springs  of  fSskith ; 
the  springs  of  fJEkith,  but  not  of  any  peculiar  form  of  faith,  not  orthodox 
or  heterodox  ;  not  devotion,  or  what  is  called  piety  ;  but  faith  in  the  val- 
idity of  virtue ;  &ith  in  the  dignity  of  mind  ;  faith  in  the  supremacy  of 
laws ;  faith  in  the  essential  worth  of  goodness ;  faith  in  the  honor  of 
labor  and  the  abiding  ties  of  brotherhood— a  £&ith  that  takes  hold  upon 
the  earth  by  the  gza^  of  love,  and  the  heavens  by  the  hands  of  an  un- 
conauerable  hope.  This  is  the  fedth  that  abides  in  the  profound  depths 
of  Masonry  ;  and  let  no  man  say  that  he  is  a  Mason  until  he  has  found  it. 

The  fiaitii  of  Masonry  is  the  religion  of  to-day — not  of  the  eternal  days 
to  come — but  of  the  present  and  awful  now.  Our  friends,  the  church- 
men, teach  a  £uth  in  the  resurrection  of  the  Son  of  Man.  This  we  also 
believe,  not  as  a  thing  to  come  to  pass  when  the  dead  earth  sleeps  in  the 
infinite  tomb  of  worlds — but  as  we  see  it  in  the  history  of  societies  and 
men ;  and  as  the  world  has  seen  it  in  all  the  heroes  and  martyrs  that  live 
in  the  heavens  of  memory  ;  not  the  resurrection  of  the  Son  of  Man  as  a 
being,  but  as  a  quality,  as  a  principle  illustrating  the  spirit  of  love,  as 
incarnated  in  us  all,  and  made  manifest  through  t£e  beautiful  consistency 
of  a  more  holy  life,  as  seen  in  sweeter  laws,  nulder  punishments,  a  more 
comprehensive  justice,  a  more  absorbing  aspiration  after  generous  quali- 
ties. The  resurrection,  not  of  the  body  but  of  the  spirit  and  will  of  the 
Son  of  Man,  and  through  this  that  of  all  men. 

FOBEION  COEBBBPOMDENOB. 

Brother  J.  N.  Wise,  for  the  committee,  presents  the  report  on  corres- 
pondence, and  reviews  with  care  and  ability  the  proceedings  of  some  43 
Grand  Lodges.  We  do  not  know  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska 
oonld  have  made  a  more  appropos  appointment  than  in  selecting  thus 
Wis^  their  organ  of  communication  with  other  Grand  Bodies.  The 
The  report  is  rjoise  in  conception  and  reads  like-ioue,  indeed  is  wise,  with- 
out pun  or  peradventure.  But  we  must  discard  all  appearance  of  levity, 
or  our  good  Brother  of  Montana  will  take  from  us  the  deruxU  title  he  so 
leoently  and  generously  bestowed  upon  us. 

Brother  Wise  has  kindly  honored  Alabama — ^proceedings  of  1876 — with 
considerate  and  fraternal  notice,  for  which  we  thank  him.  He  differs 
from  Grand  Master  Wilson  in  some  of  his  rulings,  notably  in  the  follow- 
ing remarks,  which  we  quote  in  full,  deferring  comment  till  a  more  con- 
Tenient  season.    He  says  : 

"Among  his  decisions  we  find  the  following : 

'  Bestoration  of  a  brother  who  has  been  Indefinitely  suspended,  may  be 
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had  on  petition,  and  b^  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Lodge.  This  restores  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  except  Lodge  membership  ;  but 
Lodge  membership  can  only  be  had  npon  petition,  and  b;^  a  onanimons 
yote,  which  petition  mnst  take  the  nsnal  course  of  applications  for  affilia- 
tion. 

The  italics  are  ours.  This  is  a  strange  doctrine  to  ns.  How  the  remoYsl 
of  guspensicn  conld  get  a  brother  out  of  tiie  Lodge,  is  a  mystery  we  have 
not  yet  fonnd  ourselves  able  to  solve.  A  suspended  mason  does  not  lose 
his  membership  in  the  Lodge  that  suspends  mm .  He  is  only  debarred  or 
suspended  from  the  enjoyment  or  exercise  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
appertaining  to  memberehip,  for  a  time  definite  or  indefinite.  Pefinite 
suspension  is  removed  by  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  a  brother 
has  been  suspended,  and  the  brother  is  thus  reinstated  to  all  the  privileges 
he  enjoyed  before  the  suspension.  Indefinite  suspension  is  removed  by 
the  Lodge  at  its  pleasure,  and  when  removed,  the  brother  is  likewise  xein- 
stated  to  all  his  previously  enjoyed  privileges  and  rights." 

Our  Brother  seems  to  treat  rather  lightiy  the  grave  masonic  offense 
ohazged  by  us  against  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Mason  in  1875,  and  we  assure 
him  there  was  not  another  Grand  Master  in  the  whole  world  at  that  time 
who  could  have  been  charged  with  or  would  have  committed  the  offense 
intimated  by  us. 

See  how  cleverly  and  with  what  nonchalance,  too.  Brother  W.  inter^ 
poses  matrimony  as  a  palliation  of  Brother  Mason's  infringement  of  the 
Landmarks.  However,  we  give  it  up,  as  we  have  no  right  to  be  hyper- 
critical of  Nevada,  as  we  may  be  charged  with  an  offense  ourself  for  help- 
ing to  send  a  Mobqan  mason  to  the  United  States  Senate.  And  now, 
having  said  more  than  we  intended  to,  we  give  the  paragraphs  promised 
(referring  to  Alabama  report  on  correspondence,  187&»)  viz  : 

• 

"  Under  Nevada,  he  says — 

The  report  of  Brother  B.  H.  Taylor,  for  committee,  is  a  creditable 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight  Grand  Bodies,  to  each  of  which 
he  gives  due  consideration.  Those  of  Alabama  for  1873  are  reviewed  with 
firatemal  courtesy  and  due  consideration.  We  regret  our  inability  to 
dwell  longer  in  &e  jurisdiction  of  Nevada,  and  must  away !  But  "before 
'WO  go,"  Brother  Tavlor,  allow  us  to  repeat  a  scandal,  current  here,  in  ref-^ 
erence  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada.  It  is  whispered  that  the  wife  and 
daughters  of  vour  M.  W.  Grand  Master  are  Masons. 

We  do  not  know  how  it  is  about  the  daughters,  but  the  Grand  Master's 
wife  is  a  Mason,  of  course,  for  if  **  they  twain  be  one  fle^"  how  can  the 
Grand  Master  be  a  Mason  and  his  wife  not? 


OBAUD  OFflGEBS  EEXOT. 

M.  W.  Bra  Geo.  H.  Thummel Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  William  B.  Bowen  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 
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STATISTICS. 

Whole  number  of  chartered  Lodges , 57 

(and  3X7.  D.) 

Work. 

Initiated 196 

Passed J85 

Baised 175 

Aflaiiuted 809 

Beinstated 14 

Dimittod '. 106 

Deceased 20 

Suspended  and  expelled 95 

Whole  number  of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 2,761 

NEVADA, 

After  a  year's  interregnum  again  appears  upon,  and  is  an  acceptable 
addition  to,  our  reportorial  iatik.  We  enjoy  the  banquet  (table)  by  con- 
suming these  bountiftil  supplies,  whether  we  give  our  readers  an  equiva- 
l^t  treat  (Yery  doubtful  indeed  you  think,  reader !)  or  not.  We  beg,  at 
leasts  that  they  will  try  and  come  '*en  rapport'*  with  us  sympathetically, 
and  thus  get  a  taste  of  the  pleasures  we  are  feasting  upon  while  endeavor- 
ing to  communicate  to  them  the  cream  of  our  dainties,  which  is  their 
"desert.**  Here  we  have  again  gone  off  in  a  long  apostrophe  to  material' 
ism,  neglecting  the  ethical  duty  before  us — which  is  the  noting  and 
reviewing  of  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada  in  its 
(12th)  twelfth  annual  Grand  Communication,  held  in  the  city  of  Virginia, 
commencing  Tuesday,  November  the  21st,  A.  L.  5876.  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Robert  W.  BoUen,  in  the  presence  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Grand  and  Past  Grand  officers  and  the  Bepresentatiyes  of  ten  constituent 
Lodges,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  ample  fobm.  His  annual  address  is 
a  long,  well  considered  and  very  appropriate  message,  lacking  nothing 
either  in  style  or  matter,  that  we  can  discover,  requisite  to  its  complete- 
ness. 

He  says  of  the  calamities  experienced  recently  in  his  jurisdiction,  in- 
cluding the  destruction  .by  fire  of  the  '*  buildings  occupied  by  all  the 
Masonic  Bodies  of  Virginia  City,"  19th  May,  1875 — including  the  Grand 
Lodge  Library  and  records,  and  of  the  disaster  renewed  in  the  fire  of  Sep- 
tember 3d,  1875,  to  be  repeated  in  **that  widespread  and  fearful  destmo- 
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tion  which  bore  away  aknost  the  entire  City  of  Virginia  in  an  appalling 
Yolume  of  flame  and  cloud  of  smoke,  was  visitant  here  October  26th,  1875. 
All  the  books,  papers,  records  and  property  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
except  its  funds  in  bank  and  its  jewels,  were  bat  insignificant  contribu- 
tions to  the  mighty  conflagration.  The  same  was  true  of  all  the  Masonic 
Bodies,  and  indeed  of  the  entire  family  of  secret  orders  in  the  city.  Not 
a  room  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  city  was  available  for  the  safe  and 
proper  convening  of  any  secret  body. 

**The  postponement  of  the  regular  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  imperative.  With  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the 
Grand  Officers,  Fast  Grand  Officers,  and  upon  petition  of  some  of  the 
constituent  Lodges,  I  ordered  the  postponement  until  the  first  Tuesday 
in  June,  A.  L.  5876,  and  made  careful  effort  to  cause  distant  Lodges  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  receive  notification  of  that  feict  The 
month  of  June  last  brought  with  it  but  small  inducement  for  the  conven- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  true  that  our  zealous  brethren  of  Virginia 
City,  through  their  xmtiring  energy,  had  completed  their  elegantly  fin- 
ished hall,  which  was  ready  for  our  use  ;  but  we  were  without  returns 
from  the  constituent  Lodges,  and  destitute  of  reports  from  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence could  prepare  no  report,  and  my  reluctance  in  the  effort  to  satisfy 
myself  over  the  probable  publication  of  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings 
without  the  embellishment  of  one  of  Brother  Taylor's  inimitable  reports, 
was  well  nigh  insurmountable. 

Misfortunes  and  death  have  tinged  our  experience  during  the  past  two 
years  with  shades  of  sadness,  notwithstanding  the  brightness  of  our 
record  ot  zealous  and  unfiiiling  attachment  to  our  beloved  Fraternity, 
and  the  great  enjoyments  which  have  attended  our  footsteps,  and  the  ad- 
vancements we  have  Masonically  made  through  trials  which  have  at  once 
tested  and  the  more  firmly  knit  the  mystic  tie  that  binds  us  together. 

The  saddest  of  our  more  immediate  bereavements,  it  is  my  painful  duty 
to  report:  V.  *.  W.  •.  Brother  Samuel  H.  Robinson,  P.  G.  T.  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  on  the  24th  day  of  October,  A.  L.  5875,  after  a  long  illness,  pamed 
from  this  life  to  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  where  the  Supreme  Grand  Master 
presides,  and  where  the  mystic  lights  never  frow  dim. 

BroUier  Robinson  filled  many  stations  of  honor  and  trust  as  a  citizen. 
He  was  a  worthy  and  esteemed  Masoxi,  and  Past  Master  of  SUver  Star 
Lodge,  No.  5.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Nevada;  served  one  term  as  Grand  Steward;  one  term  as  Grand 
Bible  Bearer;  one  term  as  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  and  in  A.  L.  5868  was 
elected  Grand  Treasurer.  He  was  ever  an  active  member  of  our  Grand 
Lodge;  was  a  good  citizen  and  a  worthy  and  esteemed  man  and  Mason, 
and  leaves  hoi&  of  friends  to  mourn  his  ioss. 

He  discusses  many  questions  of  local  interest,  and  is  not  unmindful  of 
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that  general  topic  which  has  recently  clouded  our  vast  Masonic  horizon, 
threatening  storms  of  contention;  we  allade  to  the  CJolored  commotion, 
of  which  he  thus  speaks,  leaning  himself,  we  fear,  too  much  towards 
Africa,  thongh  he  recommends  jadicions  action  in  the  matter  of 

"COLOBED  MASONBT.'* 


Brother  J.  G.  Findel,  of  Saxony,  the  well-known  author  of  the  "History 
of  Free  Masonry,"  wrote  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  as  follows: 
"We  have  no  hatred  or  horror  of  colored  people  masonically.  The  Prince 
Hall  Grand  Lodge  is,  without  any  doubt,  as  regular,  perfect,  and  just  as 
your  Grand  Lodge.  Therefore  the  European  Grand  Lodges  liave  no 
ground  to  measure  the  Prince  Hall  Grand  Lodge  with  another  rule,  as 
your  Grand  Lodge.  Some  months  hereafter  it  will  be  acknowledged,  and 
will  have  friendly  and  brotherly  relations  with  most  Grand  Lodges." 

I  have  made  considerable  inquiry  upon  this  subject  and  find  colored 
Masons  careful  in  the  selection  of  their  material,  and  that  they  are  zealous 
aud  prudent  They  are  in  possession  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
that  we,  as  citizens,  enjoy,  and  are  in  many,  if  not  all  cases,  as  free  as  we 
from  the  date  of  birth.  As  remarked,  in  other  localities  they  are  attract- 
ing much  attention.  Visiting  between  white  and  colored  Lodges  is  not 
uiumown,  and  is  sanctioned  m  one  or  two  jurisdictions  already.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  a  free  bom  colored  man  may  send  in  his  petition  and 
may  be  received  for  initiation  in  any  Lodge;  but  as  was  asked  by  Grand 
Master  Boyd,  of  Ohio,  **How  man^'  of  them  could  get  in  ?" 

The  whole  matter  presses  upon  us  for  proper  and  just  solution.  It 
cannot  be  evaded.  1  have  no  definite  theory  to  advance.  Time  and 
careful  investigation  will  alone  warrant  final  action.  My  purpose,  in 
aUudmg  to  this  subject,  is  to  recommend  the  appointment,  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  of  a  suitable  committee  to  investigate  and  gather  facts  and  data, 
and  to  report  at  our  next  Grand  Oommunication. 

His  decisions  are  numerous,  some  sixteen  in  all,  and  to  us  unexcep- 
tionable; but  relate  mostly  to  questions  suggested  by  local  laws  and 
usages.  Some  however,  as  usual,  relate  to  plain  Masonic  regulations 
which  every  W.  M  should  familiarize  himself  with,  and  the  M.  W.  thus 
censures  a  neglect  which  is  not  confined  to  Nevada,  but  is  as  wide-spread 
•8  the  ignorance  and  inconvenience  to  which  such  omissions  give  rise. 
He  says  in  this  regard  that — 

There  is  a  notable  failure  in  Masters  of  Lodges  to  comply  with  the  law 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  enacted  at  the  Communication  in  5871,  requiring 
the  reading  of  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  upon  his  decisions,  at  the  first  stated  Com- 
munication after  their  reception  by  the  Secretary.  The  Grand  Lodge 
flhonld,  I  respectfully  suggest,  in  a  marked  manner  call  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  salutary  rule  of  administration. 

The  instruction  thus  gained  by  the  Lodges  and  their  officers  would 
save  the  asking  of  many  unnecessary  questions  of  the  Grand  Master, — 
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ATnnngr  otheiB,  whether  a  Lodge  has  the  right  to  change  its  place  of  meet- 
ing in  the  same  town  or  village. 

The  proceedings  before  as,  inolading  able  reports  from  Grand  Officem 
and  Special  Committees,  are  exceedingly  interesting,  and  we  oonld  linger 
much  longer  oyer  its  well  arranged,  neatly  printed  and  instructive  deliv« 
eiances;  but  we  have  reached  a  point  in  onr  report  where  the  dnty  of  cur- 
tailing is  imperaiive,  and  we  must  be  brief.  We  confess  to  a  peculiar  sat- 
isfaction in  dwelling  upon  and  appropriating  the  good  things  presented 
to  our  perhaps  too  eager  search  for  the  beautiftd  in  Biasonic  literature,  in 
these  brochures  from  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  and  other  new  and 
flourishing  Provinces  of  Masonbt,  freedom  and  civilization  beyond  the 
Bocky  Mountains.  Their  history,  progress,  and  development,  command 
our  admiration,  and  we  point  with  pride  and  pleasure  to  their  attain- 
ments, as .  illustrating  the  genius  and  characteristics  of  Masonry,  in 
'*red6eming  and  changing"  the  wilderness,  and  causing  the  mountain  as 
well  as  desert  '*to  blossom  as  the  rose."  Here,  however,  we  must  stay  our 
flowing  pen  and  reserve  for  another  day  the  words  of  comment  pressing 
for  utterance  in  praise  of  these  new  but  already  illustrious  Masonic 
radiators  of  the  light  which  our  fSEkthers  longed  for,  "but  died  without 
the  sight" 

FOBEZON  OOBBBSPONDENCE 

In  these  proceedings  is  not  an  '^appendix,"  but  takes  its  place  as  a  reg- 
ular minute  in  the  order  of  its  report,  and  in  that  order  it  claims  our 
attention  as  the  **next*'  duty  in  this  review.  It  is  reported  upon  by  Bro. 
Bobert  H.  Taylor  for  the  Committee,  an  accomplished  Correspondent^ 
who  has  our  full  sympathy  in  the  tribulations  thus  rehearsed  by  him,  viz: 

At  the  time  of  the  destruction,  by  fire,  of  the  Masonic  Hall  in  the  dtj 
of  Virginia,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1875,  fcdl  sets  of  proceedings  of  our  sister 
Gmnd  Lodges  in  North  America,  which  had  been  carefully  read  by  your 
Committee  and  were  folly  arranged  for  review,  were  lost  or  destroyed. 
We  immediately  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the  Grand  Secretaries,  and 
obtained  duplicates,  which  were  re-read  and  marked;  and  a  large  portion 
of  our  report  was  written,  ready  for  the  printer,  when  aU  our  work  was 
again  destroyed,  in  the  wide-spread  coimagration  which  visited  Viiginia 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1875. 

And  yet  he  has  persevered  and  produced  a  report  quite  up  to  the  excel- 
lent standard  of  his  former  reports.  We  are  not  singular  in  *»"gif^ing  to 
Brother  Taylor's  reports  in  this  department  a  high  position  among  the 
tallest  in  our  ranks.  His  work  is  artistic  and  fits  to  a  dot — he  indulges  in 
no  spirit  of  heaviness  and  his  well  adjusted  garments  are  of  praise  (most 
worthy),  apprentice  me  to  this  Tai/lor  that  I  may  learn  well  to  Jamnty 
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these  difficult  aectms  and  puckers  of  correspondence,  and  thus  become  a 
iDMteT  of  the  work  I 

Brother  Taylor  reviews,  in  his  able  and  perspicnons  style,  the  proceed- 
ings of  38  Grand  Lodges,  many  of  them  in  duplicate,  covering  in  some 
two  and  in  others  three  Communications.  He  finds  room  in  his  report  for 
a  fair  and  fall  review  of  Alabama— proceedings  of  1875 — objecting  to 
Bome  of  our  views,  as  for  instance  in  the  mling  by  M.  W.  G.  Master 
Wilson,  and  sustained  generally  in  this  jurisdiction,  to  the  effect  that  the 
t&ienal  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  a  Lodge  decision  expelling  a  member  does 
not  restore  to  Lodge  membership,  &c.,  in  which  dissent  he  is  thus 
explicit.  The  Illinois  rule,  reterred  to  in  the  extract  quoted  below« 
makes  restoratUm  a  necessary  corollary  of  reversal,  etc.: 

We  think  the  Illinois  rule  right,— only  we  object  to  tho  wora  **re8tored*' 
as  used  in  the  decision,— and  that  the  Alabama  rule  is  subversive  of 
justice.  A  brother  tried  and  expelled  upon  charges  which,  taken  as  true, 
constitute  no  Masonic  offense,  or  upon  testimony  which  does  not  prove 
the  charges,  when  the  sentence  is  reversed  on  appeal  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  placed  in  a  woise  position  than  he  was  before  the  trial.  If  the 
judgment  be  reversed  on  appeal,  the  Grand  Lodge  should,  in  its  decision, 
direct  how  the  case  shall  be  disposed  of.  If  it  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
proceedings,  (as  is  frequency  the  case,)  that  the  facts  stated  in  the 
charges  do  not  constitute  a  Mjasonic  offense;  or  if  it  afOrmatively  appear 
that  although  the  charges  are  valid  the  testimony  shows  the  accused  to 
be  innocent,  the  decision  of  the  Lodge  should  be  reversed  and  the  case 
dismissed .  Such  decision  wouid,  in  effect,  decide  that  the  membershiv 
of  Uie  brother  had  never  been  legally  disturbed;  his  membership  would 
continue;  there  is  nothing  to  * 'restore*'  him  to,— nothing  to  **restore"  to 
him.  His  relation  to  his  Lodge,  as  to  membership,  sJiould  be  precisely  as 
it  was  before  the  charges  were  preferred.  In  case  the  decision  of  the 
Lodge  be  reversed  for  errors  or  irregularities  in  the  trial,  not  affecting  the 
merits  or  gist  of  the  controversy  then  the  case  should  be  remanded  to  the 
Lodge  for  a  new  trial.  In  this  latter  event,  the  status  of  the  accused 
^umd  be  that  of  a  brother  member  of  the  Lodge,  under  charges. 

We  have  noticed  similar  objections  in  other  portions  of  this  report  and 
will  renew  the  remarks  here  or  discuss  the  subject  further. 

We  have  to  thank  Brother  Taylor  for  some  pleasant  and  very  acceptable 
references  to  our  report  of  1875,  which  are  gratefully  appreciated. 

Does  he  not  treat  with  too  much  levity  our  grave  charges  against  M. 
W.  Brother  Mason  of  Ne^ttda,  in  the  following  comments  upon  our  state- 
ment as  quoted  below: 

Further,  under  Nevada,  he  says: — 

**We  regret  our  inability  to  dwell  longer  in  the  jurisdiciion  of  Nevada, 
and  must  away  !  But  'before  we  go,'  Brother  Tavlor,  allow  us  to  repeat 
a  scandal,  current  hero,  in  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada.  It 
is  whispered  that  the  wife  and  daughters  of  your  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  are  Masons," 
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Brother  Beers,  yon  mustn't  listen  to  scandal.  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Neyada  does  not  recognize  the  wife,  or  daughters,  or  any  other  female 
relative  of  the  '*Mo6t  Worshipful  Grand  Master/*  or  any  other  man,  as 
**M€Uf(m8,**  except  always,  that  as  in  the  case  in  hand.  Mason  happens  to 
be  the  patronymic,  and  tiien  we  consider  them  **regularly  made.  * 

And  now  we  have  reached  a  cause  of  complaint  against  a  hone  of  con- 
tention with  Brother  Taylor  when  he  speaks  of  us  in  these  '*cruel  words'* — 
well  meant  no  doubt,  but,  in  effect,  terrible  indeed — 

And  thus  we  take  leave  of  this  pleasant  report,  with  the  remark  that  we 
shall  always  be  Byasa-ed  in  favor  of  Bekbs. 

How  could  you,  Bro.  T.,  associate  our  simple  home  brewed  maU  with 
ih\B  foreign  Btass,  so  suggestive  of  popping  corks  and  Stout  demonstra- 
tions to  "fill  the  flowing  bowl  until  it  does  run  over"  with  its  vile 
admixture  of  Musiry  scatter  and  Thames  Water  frothing  the  while  with 
angry  effervescence — in  contact  with  our  pure  and  dry  American  air — the 
atmosphere  of  freedom ! 

We'll  havu  Ho  Btass  in  ours — ^thank  you ! 

ORAMD  017IGBRS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  G^rge  Bobinson Grand  Blaster. 

E.  W.  Bro.  Samuel  W.  Ghubbuck  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 18 

(with  one  U.  D.) 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 178 

**        Passed 177 

•*        Raised 173 

•*        Affiliated 236 

**        Reinstated 20 

"        Dimitted 146 

*•        Died 49 

•'        Suspended 67 

"        Expelled : 6 

"       of  Enrolled  Master  Masons. 1,383 
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NEW  BRUNSWICK 

The  ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
BnmBwiok  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  commencing  Wednesday, 
September  27th,  A.  L.  5876,  and  was  opened  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
Bobert  T.  Clinch,  in  Ample  Form;  present:  (all  Grand  Official  Stations 
filled)  the  representatives  oi'  seventeen  subordinate  Lodges  and  a  nmn-* 
ber  of  Fast  Grand  Officers. 

The  session,  extending  through  Thursday,  September  28th,  was  an 
interesting  and  useful  one,  we  doubt  not — being  confined,  except  in  the 
solitary  instance  of  a  deliverance  rebuking  the  Ontario  revolt,  to  a  dili- 
gent "minding  of  their  own  bupinoss;'*  thus  unwittingly,  or  rather, 
unintentionally  teaching  a  useful  general  lesson.  The  Grand  Master's 
Annual  Address  is  a  short  but  appropriate  executive  message,  in  which 
the  events  of  the  year  and  his  suggestions  are  alike  plainly  and  intelli- 
gently stated. 

He  says  of  the  only  death  to  which  attention  is  specially  called: 

It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  that  I  announce  to  you  the  sudden 
and  lamented  death  of  M.  w.  Brother  Aldis  Bernard,  Past  Gnand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and  the  representative  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 

M.  W.  Brother  Bernard  occupied  a  distinguished  position  among  his 
brethren,  and  was  honored  and  beloved  during  a  long  Masonic  career. 
He  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  frequently  expressed  to  myself  his  affectionate  and  fra- 
ternal solicitude  for  the  prosperity  of  our  ancient  craft  in  this  ju- 
risdiction. 

He  had  observed  and  corrected  several  Lodge  irregularitieb  in  enforcing 
laws,  oi  the  infraction  of  which  he  says: 

I  do  not  consider  that  there  was,  in  any  of  these  cases,  a  wilful  breach 
of  the  Constitution,  but  I  believe  that  the  errors  have  arisen  throu^  inat* 
tention  and  want  of  proper  care.  That  masters  and  officers  of  Lodges 
should  be  ignorant  of  the  plain  rules  adopted  and  promulgated  for  the 
government  of  the  Craft,  is  manifestly  without  excuse. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  the  fraternity  a  careful  study  of  the 
Book  of  Constitution  and  the  Ancient  Begulations. 

The  Beport  of  Grand  Secretary  Bunting  is  interesting  and  comprehen- 
sive.  From  this  and  the  able  Beport  of  the  *' Board  of  General  Pur- 
poses,** supplementing  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  we  glean  a  very  sat- 
isfiftctory  view  of  the  condition  of  afifoirs  in  New  Brunswick.  They  are 
doing  well,  and  endeavoring  to  plumb  their  Masonic  work  in  rectitude 
of  purpose.  We  see  that  the  income  is  handsomely  in  excess  of  ex- 
penses— the  Treasury  showing  the  handsome  surplus  in  two  years  of 
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$2,334  61.    What  will  they  do  with  it?    Make  it  the  naraing  mother  of 
a  large  aCcnmolation  to  breed  revenaeB  for  charity  relief  in  the  future. 

We  note  as  novels  to  this  era  at  least,  the  resolution  introduced  in  the 
following  minute : 

The  following  resolution,  viz. :  "Resolvedt  That  the  general  business  of 
"lodges  at  regular  communications  shall  be  transacted  on  the  Entered 
"Apprentice  degree,"  the  debate  on  which  was  deferred immediat^y  pre^ 
vious  to  the  close  of  this  morning's  session,  was  ruled  "out  of  order*'  by 
the  Id.  W.  the  Grand  Master,  "as  a  proposal  for  adding  a  new  rule  oi 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  government  of  priyate  lodges." 

We  note,  too,  that  the  Grand  Officers  were  normncUed  and  unanimously 
elected  by  aedamatUm, 

M.  W.  Kobert  T.  Clinch  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

IL  W.  William  F.  Bunting  (re-Appointed) Grand  Secretazy. 

In  New  Brunswick  the  Grand  Secretary  is  (^pointed  by  the  M.  Wk 
Grand  Master. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges ^ 30 

Work. 

Kumber  Initiated ^ • 171 

"       Passed 156 

"        Baised 162 

Affiliated 29 

» «        Dimi  tted. 76 

"        Suspended 53 

"       Reinstated. 4 

Died 29 

"        Expelled. 3 

Whole  number  of  enrolled  Master  Masons 2,246 

NEW  &AMPSHIBK 

The  M  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  held  its  (we  look  in  vain 
to  these  minutes  for  the  age  of  this  Body)  Annual  Communication  in 
Concord  on  Wednesday,  May  17th,  1876,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form 
by  M  W.  Grand  Master  William  Barrett,  in  tho  presence  of  }pB  Grand 
and  Past  Grand  Officers  and  the  representatives  of  a  quorum  of  constit- 
uent Lodges. 
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This  annaal  amemblage  was  preceded  by  a  semi-annual  communica- 
tion, held  December  28th,  1875,  and  demoted  apparently  to  the  exemplifl- 
catioa  of  the  work. 

The  Annnal  Address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  a  plain  bosiness 
recapitulation  of  the  year's  doinp^,  in  which  the  uniform  brevity  of  his 
method  is  only  varied  from  (and  then  but  partially)  when  announcing  the 
demise  of  several  lamented  Craftsmen.    He  says  that — 

Since  wo  last  met  iu  annual  communication,  the  Great  Reaper  has  been 
busy,  and  has  taken  fh>m  our  ranks  some  of  our  oldest  and  most  honored 
members. 

On  the  22d  day  of  August,  1875,  M.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  Diiniel 
Balch,  closed  his  earthly  career,  and  entered  the  Celestial  Lodge  above. 
On  the  24th  of  August,  he  was  buried  by  the  Grand  Lodge  wifh  Masonic 
honors,  the  Grand  Master  officiating.  The  large  attendance  of  Masons 
and  citizens  was  the  best  evidence  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  by  all  who  knew  him. 

September  10th.  1875,  M.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  Israel  Hunt  died  at 
his  residence  in  Nashua,  and  was  buried  on  the  13th  of  September,  with 
Masonic  honors,  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  R.  W.  Andrew  Bunton,  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  officiating. 

Few  men  in  this  State  were  better  known  or  held  in  hicher  esteem  than 
oar  late  Brother,  Israel  Hunt.  He  was  bom  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  February 
12th,  1795,  and  died  September  19th,  1875. 

It  was  his  good  fortune,  during  a  long  life,  to  hold  many  civil  and  mil- 
itary offices  in  the  State,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  singular 
fid^ty  and  honor. 

And  mentions  the  names  of  other  worthy  Past  Grand  Officers,  and 
recommending  suitable  testimonials  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  their  worth. 
We  note,  as  a  response  to  his  suggestions,  that  a  Memorial  Tablet  page  is 
appropriated  and  inscribed  to  each  of  the  eight  deceased  worthies. 

We  do  not  find  in  the  work  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  as  reported  in  these 
proceedings,  anything  of  special  interest  to  our  readers,  or  involving 
qaestions  of  general  Masonic  moment  The  business  was  quickly  dis- 
patched, and  a  good  many  necessary  routine  duties  were  intelligently 
performed.  Sound  in  principle,  healthy  in  finance  and  growth,  is  our 
estimate  of  the  condition  of  this  organization. 

We  were,  however,  quite  amazed  at  the  number  of  reports  made  by  the 
•'Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals;"  they  number  eleven  in  all,  and  fill 
as  many  pages  of  the  minutes.  This  squints  a  little  in  the  direction  of 
too  much  law,  or,  possibly,  too  much  crime. 

Perhaps,  though,  it  is  caused  by  an  efficient  committee,  working  off 
old  and  deferred  oases,  which  we  hope  is  the  fact 

U 
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FOBEiaN  C0BRE8P0NDENCX 

Is  very  acceptably  reported  upon  by  Brother  John  J.  Bell,  assisted  by 

Brother  A.  8.  Wait,  who  together  present  a  very  considerate  review  of 

the  proceedings  of  some  forty  Grand  Lodges,  in  which  the  doings  of 

Alabama  for  1875  receive  brief  mention.    He  says  of  a  special  report 

from  onr  CJommittee  on  Correspondence  (that  on  recognition  of  new 

Grand  Lodges,  we  suppose,  he  means): 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  a  special  report  on 
American  Grand  Lodges,  are  extremely  technical,  seeming  to  require 
written  signatures  of  Sie  officers  and  veritable  impressions  of  the  seal  of 
the  new  Grand  Lodges.  To  our  mind^  this  is  bebtg  more  vice  than  tcise, 
and  arises  from  a  miscqfprehensUm  of  the  rdoHon  of  Grand  Lodges  to  each 
other. 

A  little  curt,  we  think,  Brother  Bell— smacking  somewhat  of  indiges" 

tion.    But  we  find  Alabama  is  not  more  favored  in  this  style  of  criticism 

than  some  others  which  receive  *'  short  slirift  *'  in  this  report    Perhaps, 

though,  our  New  Hampshire  reviewers  are  like  a  friend  of  ours,  who 

looks  ugly,  but  is  a  good-natured  fellow  after  all,  and  of  whom  it  is  said, 

in  "common  parlance,"  **he  is  not  always  mad  when  he  looks  ugly." 

We  hope  for  better  luck  next  time,  if  trying  to  deserve  it  will  insure  kind 

treatment 

OBAND  OFFZGOBBS  ZLECT. 

M.  W*  John  J.  Bell Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  John  A.  Harris  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

SrATIBTICB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 73 

•«        Initiated 285 

"       Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 7,674 

If  these  figures  are  correct  as  to  the  number  of  Lodges  and  members 
(and  we  get  them  from  the  Grand  Secretary's  tabular  reports).  New 
Hampshire  is  remarkable  for  Lodges  with  long  rolls,  the  average  beings 
over  one  hundred  members  to  the  Lodge;  which  we  note  as  peculiar  in 
this  day  of  restless  yearning  for  new  '*  Hives.** 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  NxNETTXTH  (90th)  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  convened  in  the  city  of  Tbehtom  on  Wednes- 
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day,  tho  17tb,  and  continaed  in  session  through  Tharsday,  the  18th  day 
of  January.  A.  D.  1877—A.  L.  5877. 

The  proceedings  before  us,  besides  being  excellently  printed  and  ar- 
ranged, are  adorned  with  two  beautiful  engravings — one  occupying  the 
frontispiece,  and  picturing  the  earnest  features  of  our  worthy  and  intelli- 
gent Brother  Grand  Secretary  Jos.  H.  Hough,  who  had  acted  as  Deputy 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  from  1838  to  1843, 
and  was  in  the  latter  year  elected  Grand  Secretary,  which  exalted  position 
he  has,  to  this  date,  continued  to  fill  **  with  equal  credit  to  himself  and 
honor  to  the  Fraternity."  May  he  Umg  live  and  .<?ert'«,  'till,  like  the  illus- 
trious Dove  of  Virginia,  he  shall,  full  of  years  and  renown,  be  called 
hence  to  flit  with  immortal  pinions  among  the  evergreen  Branches  which 
line  tho  Everlasting  shores,  and  token  best  to  the  weary  from  the  storms 
which  FLOOD  this  mortal  career  with  pains  and  trials.  Tho  other  engrav- 
ing represents  the  illustrious  Colonel  Daniel  Goxe,  of  Trenton,  **  First 
Grand  Master  of  the  Freemasons  of  New  Jersey" — "one  of  the  olden 
time,"  whose  noble  features,  thus  beautifhlly  reproduced  by  the  engrav- 
er's art,  call  to  mind  very  vividly  the  virtues  of  this  and  other  Patbiots 
of  our  Heroic  Age.  (We  have  the  honor  to  represent  New  Jersey  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  and  this  is  our  apology  for  any  apparent 
special  interest  in  her  "personnel^"  so  to  spuak.) 

We  learn  from  those  minutes  that  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Blaster  Marshall  B.  Smith,  a  quorum  being 
present,  and,  after  prayer  and  a  song  of  praise,  *'was  declared  at  labor.*' 

TheGrand  Master's  annual  address  is  long  and  able,  reviewing  the  oc- 
cnrrences  of  the  year,  under  appropriate  headings,  and  offering  pertinent 
and  judicious  suggestions  in  correction  of  irregularities  or  to  promote 
harmony  and  prosperity.    He  commences  by  saying  : 

Midway  in  this  centennial  year  of  our  nation's  history,  while  the  civil 
and  the  religious  world  are  stirred  to  their  centers  with  new  questions 
and  new  issues,  we  quietly  assemble  in  our  ninetieth  Annual  Communi- 
cation. We  gather  around  our  sacred  altar  to  renew  our  vows  of  Brother^ 
hood,  to  maintain  the  ancient  landmarks,  and  to  promote  the  unity  and 
well-being  of  the  Craft  May  no  discordant  note  mar  the  harmony  of 
that  grand  refrain  of  love  which  has  formed  a  part  of  the  service  of 
Craftsmen  in  all  ages. 

And  his  address  throughout  is  characterized  by  the  commendable 
spirit  thus  indicated. 

His  decisions  are  not  numerous,  and  involve  few  points  of  general  in- 
terest We  quote  two  of  them  to  which  we  invite  attention,  the  first  be- 
ing in  conflict  with  uactge  in  other  jurisdictions  : 

It  is  not  proper  for  Masons,  as  suoh,  to  participate  in  the  dedication  of 
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any  room  or  bnilding,  no  portion  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  Masonic 

pnrposes. 

*  •  *  •  • 

Freemasonry  being  professedly,  as  it  always  should  be  in  reality,  a 
moral  no  less  than  a  social  institution,  any  flagrant  or  wilful  violation  of 
the  moral  law  is  a  wrong  done  to  the  Fraternity,  and  therefore  a  Masonic 
offense  ;  and  a  Brother  thus  offending  is  liable  to  charges. 

He  recommends  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  alluding  to 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  as  having  acknowledged  its  claims  after  care- 
ful consideration.  (The  G.  L.  deferred  action  on  this  recommendation 
until  next  communication.) 

He  repudiates  the  claims  of  Ontario.    Says  of 

IMPBOPEB  PXTBUCrrT. 

Having  thas  disposed  of  my  official  acts,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  a  practice  fraught  with  evil 
and  a  marked  deviation  from  the  ancient  prudence  and  reserve  of  the 
Craft     I  refer  to  published  accounts  of  work,  and  proceedings  within 

the  Lodge.    With  these  matters  the  general  public  have  nothing  to  do. 

•  •  •  •  • 

We  agree  with  him  in  and  copy  his  remarks  upon  the 

DCPBOFEB  USB  OF  THE  BAUXXF. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  a  number  of  letters  from  officers  of 
Lodges  on  the  subject  of  the  improper  use  of  the  ballot  The  secrepy  of 
the  ballot  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  our  Fraternity,  and  the  legal  right 
of  a  Brother  to  cast  the  ballot  according  to  his  own  judgment  is  inalien- 
able ;  but  no  Mason  has  the  moral  right  to  drop  a  black  ball  into  the  bal- 
lot box,  when  the  candidate-  whether  for  affiliation  or  initiation— is 
morally  and  Masonically  worthy  of  admission.  Personal  prejudices,  po- 
litical or  religious  differences,  or  petty  animosities,  should  never  be  al- 
lowed to  sully  the  purity  of  a  Masonic  baUot,  or  destroy  the  harmony,  if 
not  imperil  the  existence  of  a  Lo<lge.  Seveial  of  our  Lodges  have  suf- 
fered, and  one  has  become  extinct,  from  the  direct  or  remote  effects  of 
such  a  policy. 

No  law  can  reach  such  cases  without  trenching  upon  the  landmark  ; 
but  I  most  earnestly  appeal  to  the  better  nature  and  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  Masons  of  New  Jersey,  to  avoid  in  future  a  practice  that  is  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  our  Institution,  destructive  of  its  harmony,  and  calculated 
to  transform  the  ballot  into  an  instrument  of  animosity  and  revenge. 
Let  us  rather  cast  the  white  ball  in  favor  of  one  who  disagrees  with  us — 
if  he  be  Masonically  a  good  man  and  true—  and  thereby  transform  an 
enemy  into  a  friend  and  brother.  If  this  course  were  pursued  with  proper 
discretion,  we  should  have  harmony  in  all  of  our  Lodges,  and  perhaps 
also  a  large  accession  to  our  working  force,  in  the  persons  of  worthy  Blas- 
ter Masons,  who  are  to-day  unaffiliated  solely  on  account  of  the  improper 
use  of  the  black  balL     And  more  than  all,  we  should  have  the  satis&kction 
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that  eyer  resnlts  from  having  riaen  above  petty  eonsideiatioiis,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  onr  duty,  in  a  spirit  of  generosity,  forgiveness,  and  love. 

He  is  opposed  to  the  too  stringent  and  freqnent  use  of  the  power  of 

**  snspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,*'  and  says  on  this  topic  : 

The  collection  of  dues  may  be  a  necessary  custom,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  an  ancient  one,  and  can  make  no  pretensions  to  rank  as  a  land- 
mark ;  and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  unmasonic  and  unjust  to  suspend — as 
has  been  done — Brethren  who  have  formerly  contributed  regularly,  but 
whose  misfortunes  have  become,  in  the  judgment  of  some,  uieir  crime. 
A  Brother  who  has  been  a  true  Mason  when  he  could  pay,  should  'have 
his  dues  remitted  when  he  cannot  pay  them. 

To  which  we  assent  most  heartily. 

The  proceedings  and  work  of  this  Grand  Lodge  were  conducted  with 
the  dignity,  intelligence  and  harmony  characteristic  of  New  Jersey  Ma- 
sonry, and  we  regret  our  inability  to  ponder  longer  over  the  pages  which 
record  the  doings  of  this  interesting  communication. 

FOBEION  COBBBBPONDXNGB 

Is  ably  reported  upon  by  Bro.  Alex.  Fullerton,  tor  the  committee,  who 
presents  an  excellent  review  of  the  proceedings  of  48  Grand  Lodges,  in 
which  Alabama — minutes  of  1875— receives  attention  and  favorable  no- 
tice. Bro.  Fullerton,  we  observe,  in  reading  his  running  comments  on 
the  doings  of  other  jurisdictions,  has  the  happy  faculty  of  saying  very 
briefly  and  wisely  what  is  necessary  and  yet  never  departing  from  the  re- 
quisite "suavUer  in  modo,"  so  promotive  of  harmony,  qualities  which 
**  highly  adorn  "  a  critic  ;  will  he  like  Bro.  Marshall  R  Smith,  be  taken 
from  ua  to  adorn  the  great  East  and  thus  get  high  above  our  kvd? 

OBAND  0FFIGEB8  ELECT, 

M.  W.  Bro.  Marshall  B.  Smith  (re-elected) Ghrand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Jos.  H.  Hough  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STAinSTICS. 

Ktunber  of  Chartered  Lodges 147 

Previous  membership 11,956 

Baised  during  the  year 173 

AflUiated 88 

Bestored 689 

12.766 
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Total  membership  in  1876 12,755 

Dimitted 181 

I>ecea8ed 145 

Suspended,  U.  M.  0 5 

N.P.D 431 

Expelled 5 — ^767 

Total  membership  at  this  date  (1877) 11,988 

NEW  MEXICO. 

We  have  u  pamphlet  before  ns  bearing  the  great  seal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Masonic  Convention  to  organ- 
ize a  Grand  Lodge,  and  also  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico. 

The  Convention  assembled  in  pnrsnance  of  a  previous  call  to  the  sev- 
eral Lodges  in  that  Territory,  at  Santa  Fe  August  6th,  1877,  and  was  at- 
tended by  the  representatives  of  the  three  Lodges  **  which  had  previously 
voted  to  join  in  the  organization  of  the  proposed  Grand  Lodge." 

The  Lodges  represented  by  duly  appointed  delegates  were :  Aztec,  No. 
108,  Chapman  No.  95,  and  Montezimia  No.  109,  all  working  under  char- 
ters from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 

These  delegates  wasted  no  time  in  delays,  but  proceeded  immediately 
after  organization  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  draft  of  a  consti- 
tution and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  com- 
mittee reported  the  same  day  at  7i  p.  m.,  when  they  submitted  a  consti- 
tution, by-laws  and  seal,  which  report  was  then  discussed  and  the  next 
morning  adopted. 

So,  after  one  night  of  labor,  this  new  birth  was  accomplished.  The 
constitution  adopted  appears  to  us  quite  unexceptionable,  and  we  shall 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  it  to  our  Grand  Lodge  with  commendations 
looking  to  recognition  if  other  conditions  are  equally  favorable. 

The  Convention  next  proceeded  to  elect  officers  under  their  newly 
fidopted  Constitution,  as  follows: 

William  W.  GrifBn Grand  Master. 

William  L.  Byneison Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Simon  B.  Newcomb Grand  Senior  Warden. 

QeoTge  W.  Stebbins Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Willi  Spiegelberg Grand  Treasurer. 

David  J.  Miller. Grand  Secretary. 

These  Grand  Officers  having  been  installed  on  the  7th,  the  Grand 
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Lodge  aasembled  on  the  8th  of  Angnst,  and  proceeded  to  disooaB  the 
"work,"  as  well  as  **to  will  and  to  do"  snch  things  as  were  proper  and 
right  for  the  government  and  prosperity  of  the  new  organization;  and  we 
note  that  all  things  appear  to  have  been  done  in  a  bosiness-Uke  and  cred- 
itable manner. 

The  next  regular  Annnkl  Communication  was  appointed  to  convene  at 
Santa  Fe,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1879. 

Address  of  the  Grand  Master  and  of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico. 

We  hope  to  meet  these  Brethren  again. 

NEW  YORK. 

Ntnett-Six  !  The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  con- 
vened in  its  mTidysixUi  Grand  Annual  Communication  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  on  the  5th  of  June  P.  M.,  A.  L.  5877,  continuing  for  three  days  a 
▼exy  important  and  laborious  session,  in  which  questions  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  its  honor  and  future  wcU  being  were  discussed  and  disposed  of 
in  a  manner  creditable  to  its  integrity,  firmness,  and  intelligence.  We 
allude  here  especially  to  its  financial  embarrassments,  of  which  we  have, 
in  our  former  reports,  given  all  necessary  details,  and  shall  only  in  this 
refer  to  the  unpleasant  outcome  of  those  involvements  in  the  contentions 
of  SUBOBDD7ATES,  too  rcstless  under  the  burden  of  taxation,  incident  to 
the  debt,  to  respect  their  obligations  to  the  organization,  or  to  Masonic 
integrity.  We  shall  endeavor  to  acquaint  our  readers  with  these  matters 
by  means  of  suitable  extracts  ftom  the  minutes  relating  thereto.  Two 
great  and  important  lessons  are  impressed  upon  us  by  these  troubles  of 
New  York,  viz. :  Avoid  debt,  but  meet  all  such  difficulties  with  unwaver- 
ing fortitude  and  irUegriiy  when  and  if,  unfortunately,  they  occur. 

The  Communication  under  review— attended  by  a  large  number  of  its 
constituent  members,  including  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand 
Bepresentatives,  and  the  Representatives  of  667  of  its  714  (then  existing) 
Subordinate  Lodges— was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Blas- 
ter James  W.  Husted,  whose  Annual  Address  is  one  of  those  admirable 
deliverances  for  which  New  York  is  noted,  and  which,  we  think,  have  es- 
tablished a  classic  standard  for  such  Executive  Messages.  We  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing,  before  going  further  with  our  imperfect  review 
of  these  voluminous  proceedings,  and  their  abundant  treasures  of  in- 
structive matter,  the  diffidence  we  always  feel  in  essaying  a  criticism  on 
the  minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Y^ork.  This  year  wo  are  relieved 
somewhat  from  our  usual  embarrassment  by  the  necessity  of  the  situation 
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which  impels  ns  to  be  brief,  bat  this  temporaiy  shelter  to  oar  impotence 
saggests  another  serious  troable  in  the  difficulty  of  choosing  among  so 
much  that  deserres  notice — the  matter  least  (or  most?)  susceptible  of 
Abbreviation  or  curtailment 

We  quote  from  Grand  Master  Husted's  address  the  narrative  of  insvb' 
(mUnaUon,  involving  the  debt  question  and  other  matters  incident  there- 
to, viz.: 

DOMEsma 

Brethren,  I  regret  to  say  that  an  event  has  transpired  within  our  own 
jurisdiction  which  has  brought  sadness  and  sorrow  to  many  a  Masonic 
heart.  On  the  10th  of  March  l&e.U  fts  stated  in  a  circular  issued  imme- 
diately thereafter,  a  meeting  of  Past  Masters,  Masters,  and  Wardens  of 
the  several  Masonic  Lodges  in  Bochester  was  held  in  that  city,  at  which 
meeting  it  was  resolved  : 

"That  a  circular  be  sent  to  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  setting  forUi  the  necessity  of 
financial  reform,  find  urging  each  Lodge  to  delegate  its  Master,  or  other 
representative,  to  attend  a  Convention,  to  be  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  in 
Bochester,  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1877,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  decide 
upon  some  united  plan  of  action  touching  the  contemplated  temporal  ex- 
tension of  clause  9,  of  section  40,  of  Article  VIL,  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  commonly  known  as  the  fifty-cent  clause.  ** 

By  accident,  certainly  not  by  design,  on  the  part  of  the  originators  oi 
this  movement,  a  copy  of  the  circular  fell  into  my  hands.  Li  reference 
to  the  clandestine  manner  in  which  the  preliminary  proceedings  were 
conducted,  I  quote,  as  singularly  pertinent,  the  views  of  P.  G.  M.  Fox, 
who,  with  reference  to  a  similar  state  of  afB^irs,  used  these  words  : 

*<ThiB  opportunity  is  taken  to  make  our  acknowledgment  to  the  breth- 
ren who  originated  the  call  for  an  emergent  communication  in  this  in- 
stance for  the  compliment  paid  the  Grand  Master  in 'seeking  to  induce, 
through  the  influence  of  the  subordinate  bodies,  a  favorable  response  to 
their  desire,  rather  than  present  a  matter  for  his  decision  which  their 
judgment  must  have  assured  them  would  have  met  with  an  emphatic  re- 
fusal" 

Immediately  upon  its  receipt,  I  addressed  a  circular  to  the  Masters, 
Wardens,  and  brethren  of  the  several  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  where- 
in, waiving  all  recognition  of  this  unauthorized,  unconstitutional,  unma- 
sonic,  and  irregular  movement,  I  addressed  myself  to  the  discussion  of 
the  main  question,  which,  by  this  ill-advised  circular,  had,  at  an  unwar- 
ranted time  and  in  an  unwarranted  manner,  been  made  an  issue. 

To  the  circular  issued  by  me,  I  received  responses  of  approval  from  all 
parts  of  the  jurisdiction.  But,  to  my  surprise,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
plied warnings  that  it  embodied,  I  learned  that  the  promoters  of  this 
movement  were,  nevertheless,  persistent  and  pertinacious.  There  was 
but  one  course  left  A  proper  respect  for  the  dignity  of  the  position 
which  you  had  accorded  me,  a  due  regard  to  the  obligation  that  I  had  as- 
sumed, a  recognition  of  the  solemn  and  binding  force  of  that  obligation, 
forbade  that  It  as  the  conservator  of  the  Constitution,  should,  onder  any 
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circnmstances,  allow  its  proyisions  to  be  disobeyed  or  disregarded.  Em- 
powered and  obligated  **to  exercise  all  the  executive  functious  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  when  not  in  session,"  I  never  faltered  nor  hesitated  in  the 
course  that  I  felt  and  knew  it  to  be  my  duty  to  pursue. 

1  ordered  R  W.  W.  J.  IjeJlue,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Srlasonic  District  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  city  of  Rochester  is  em- 
bnused,  to  represent  me,  and  to  forbid,  in  my  name,  the  organization  of  any 
Masonic  Convention.  This  order  was  obeyed;  but  while  the  letter  of  the 
order  was  heeded,  its  spirit  was  evaded.  Although  the  assemblage  with- 
drew from  the  Hall  without  organizing  as  a  Masonic  Convention,  they 
repaired  to  an  adjoining  room,  and  proceeded  to  organize  as  a  Convention 
of  individuals;  whereupon  an  address  was  prepared,  which  has  since 
been  printed  and  sent  to  all  of  the  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction.  To 
this  address  its  authors  had  the  wise  discretion  not  to  append  their 
names. 

Its  reasonings  are  sophistical  and  fallacious.  Its  allusions  to  the  Cir- 
cular of  the  Gmnd  Master  are  couched  in  language  written  with  evident 
**  intent  to  deceive."  No  one  knew  better  than  the  author  of  the  docu- 
ment that  the  Circular  of  the  Grand  blaster  was  written  for  the  faithful, 
not  for  the  violators  of  the  Constitution.  Not  satisfied  with  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  organic  law,  they  have  gone  still  further,  and  defied  the  au- 
thority of  the  Grand  Lodge  itself.  Notwithstanding  the  resolution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  June  7,  1872,  ''That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  the  custom  of  demanding  an  exhibit  of  the  financial 
condition  of  Subordinate  Lodges  *  *  *  *  is  inquisitorial  and  unneces- 
sary,"  the  authors  and  promoters  of  this  scheme  forwarded  with  their  ad- 
dress a  printed  slip  containing  a  list  of  questions*  in  direct  violation  of 
this  expressed  resolution. 

I  ''shall  nothing  extenuate,  nor  aught  set  down  in  malice;"  but  I  hero 
solemnly  decLire  that  such  unwarranted  proceedings  as  have  character- 
ized this  movement,  from  its  inception  to  ib^  close,  deserve  the 
stem  condemnation  of  the  M&sonic  Fraternity  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

I  do  not  propose  hero  and  now  to  ar^ue  the  question  of  the  necessity 
of  the  continuance  of  the  tax;  that  question  I  discussed  at  length  and  in 
exlenso  in  the  Circular  of  April  ild.  But,  brethren,  I  go  further  than  I 
was  then  justified  in  doing  in  a  printed  document,  scatti>red  broadcast 
through  the  mails  and  postofiices  of  the  State.  I  say  to  you  now,  in  all 
earnestness,  in  all  sincerity,  in  all  confidence,  that  this  is  not  a  question 
for  discussion.  It  is  a  question  for  prompt,  for  decisive,  for  energetic  ac- 
tion. It  is  ike  question  which  overshatlows  all  others.  It  is  the  question 
of  self-preservation.  At  such  a  time,  the  fever  is  stirred  **in  the  blood 
of  age,  and  the  infiint's  sinew  becomes  ** strong  as  steel."  I  have  no 
fears  of  the  result  I  have  too  abiding  a  faith  in  the  influence  of  the  sub- 
lime tenets  oi  our  grand  and  glorious  brotherhood  to  hazard  for  a  mo- 
ment a  doubt  as  to  the  action  of  this  Grand  Body  upon  a  matter  of  so 
vital  importance  to  the  integrity,  to  the  honor,  to  the  reputation  of  the 
f^temity,  not  alone  in  tins  jurisdiction,  but  throughout  the  world. 
Who  challenges  the'  sublime  idea  embodied  in  this  enterprise  ?  Who 
disclaims  the  blessings  that  will  flow  from  its  assured  success?  Who  be- 
grudges to  Masonry  Uiis  magnificent  Temple,  in  which  she  may,  for  age» 
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to  oome,  celebrate  her  glories  in  the  moral,  her  trlomphs  in  the  material 
and  the  Rocial  world  ? 

"If  such  there  be,  go  mark  him  well  !'* 

No,  my  brethren,  these  things  cannot,  they  must  not  be ! 

Assoming  as  oar  own  the  motto  of  our  grand  old  Commonwealth,  let 
ns  aspire  to  higher  honors  stilL  Within  the  passing  year,  we  have  can- 
celed Forty  Thousand  Dollars  of  oar  indebtedness.  Iq  eleven  years  the 
whole  debt  will  be  paid  oS,  and  the  comer-stone  of  the  Asvlom  will  be 
laid.  Not  only  that,  bat  a  fond  ample  for  every  need  will  have  been 
secured. 

Just  here  we  beg  to  state  that  Grand  Lodge  in  its  subsequent  legisla- 
tion responded  nobly  to  the  appeal  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  in  spite  of 
captious  opposition  levied  the  tax  required  to  subtain  its  honor  and  protect 
the  debt  The  following  able  report  of  the  **Committee  on  Constitution 
and  Statutes*'  was  adopted,  with  resolutions  accordant  thereto,  viz: 

The  sole  questions  that  seem  to  be  presented  to  this  body  by  these  facts 
are,  whether  we  shall  repudiate  our  debt,  or  faithfully  and  honestly  fulfill 
our  obligations?  Shall  we  pay  the  principal  and  interest  incurred  in  the 
construction  of  this  Masonic  Temple,  or  shall  we  cease  to  do  so,  and  sub- 
mit to  hand  it  over  to  the  money-changers,  thereby  abandoning  our  mag- 
nificent Temple,  consecrated  to  Masonry,  to  be,  mayhap,  a  den  of  thieves 
or  gamblers,  or  used  for  other  base  or  ignoble  purposes  ?  How  can  we  ever 
looK  back  at  the  glorious  ceremonies  attending  the  laying  of  its  corner- 
stone and  the  dedication  of  the  finished  Temple,  in  both  of  which  this 
Grand  Body  and  all  of  its  subordinates,  and  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  our  members  participated,  and  ever  think  for  one  moment  of  giving  up 
this  glorious  work  of  our  hands  and  hearts,  and  holiest  thoughts  and 
aspirations,  to  such  base  uses  ? 

Your  Committee  cannot  believe  that  the  Craft  of  this  Empire  jurisdic- 
tion having  entered  upon  such  a  noble  work  as  this — having  pursued  it 
with  ardor  and  Masonic  zeal  to  its  construction  and  final  dedication  to 
Masonic  uses — are  now,  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  paltry  contribution  of 
fifty  cents  by  each  member  annually,  going  to  desert  the  Temple,  aban- 
don the  undertaking,  and  give  up  the  result  of  their  past  labors,  and 
toils,  and  cares ! 

This  Grand  Body  has  but  just  entered  upon  a  new  and  untried  method 
of  managing  the  afiairs  of  the  Hall  and  Asylum  Fund  by  persons  other 
than  its  Grand  officers,  and  have  elected  Trustees  for  that  purpose.  This 
has  been  done  with  entire  unanimity  as  to  the  change  of  Trustees  from 
the  Grand  officers  to  Master  Masons  specially  selected.  Is  the  Grand 
Lodge  now  ready  to  say  to  the  Trustees  only  just  elected:  '*You  are 
excellent  men  for  the  offices  to  which  you  have  been  elected,  and  we  have 
entire  confidence  that  you  will  faithfully  and  honestlv  execute  the  duties 
of  your  trust,  and  provide  all  necessary  funds  yourselvs  for  that  purpose; 
and  we  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands." 

If  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  say  this,  and  not  provide  the  means  necessary 
to  meet  all  the  liabilities  accruing  for  the  construction  of  the  Temple  and 
the  indebtedness  of  the  fund,  the^  will  do  a  worse  thing  by  the  newly 
elected  Trustees  than  the  Egyptian  task-masters  did  by  the  Israelites 
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when  in  bondage,  for  they  funnshed  clay,  at  least,  if  they  did  not  straw, 
for  the  work,  but  we  give  only  words — signifviDg  nothing. 

No,  brethren,  let  ns  never  abandon  this  noble  work.  We  have  laid  onr 
hands  to  the  plow;  let  us  not  look  back,  or  sigh  over  **the  flesh-pots"  that 
we  lose  by  the  contribntion  of  the  fifty  cents  each  annually;  and  let  ns 
continne  the  payment  till  not  only  the  Temple  is  paid  for  but  the  Asylum 
erected,  and  then  let  it  be  continued  as  an  annual  donation  toward  the 
education  and  support  of  the  orphans  of  Masons,  and  the  maintenance  of 
their  widows,  and  of  infirm  and  poor  brethren. 

The  following  Trustees  of  the  **Ma8onic  Hall  and  Asylum  Fund,' 
authorized  under  a  special  (recent)  statute  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pro- 
viding for  the  control  and  protection  of  this  Fund,  were  appointed,  viz: 

Harvey  Farrington,  for  three  years. 
Zachariah  Dederick,  for  two  years. 
Philo  Remington,  for  one  year. 

And  other  acts  done  in  that  behidf  which  we  think  betoken  the  final 
and  complete  mastery  of  this  perplexing  problem.  Betuming  to  the 
Grand  Master's  address,  we  make  room  for  a  brief  extract  from  his 
remarks  under  the  head  of 

OUB  FOBEIOM  BELATIOMB. 

With  the  various  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent  our  relations  are  of 
the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  character,  such  matters  of  difference  as 
may  have  arisen  in  questions  of  Lodge  practice  not  being  of  a  nature  to 
disturb  the  general  harmony.  Abroad,  matters  are  different,  the  chronic 
invasion  of  our  rights  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh  and  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  having  undergone  no  change 
during  the  year.  It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  that  I  should  detain  you 
with  a  recital  of  the  thrice-told  tale  of  our  grievances  in  thiu  regard;  but 
I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  action  of  the  German  Grand  Lodges, 
through  their  Annual  Diet,  though  not  yet  what  we  desire,  appears  to  be 
approaching  a  definite  form  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ameri- 
can Grand  Lodges.  The  difficulty  seems  thus  far  to  be  that  our  brethren 
abroad  do  not  seem  fully  to  understand  our  position  and  what  we  claim 
to  be  our  rights  in  the  premises  We  are  a  nation,  but  a  nation  made  up 
of  independent  States,  united  together  for  mutual  protection,  but  in  our 
domestic  matters  acting  each  for  itself,  and  each  one  jealous  that  its 
domestic  rights  shall  not  be  made  the  subject  of  interierence  either  by 
another  State  or  by  the  whole  nation.  Hence,  our  Grand  Lodges  act, 
each  for  itself,  in  accordance  with  the  general  principles  of  the  Craft,  but 
independently  of  all  others,  so  far  as  the  concerns  of  Ancient  Craft 
Bfasonry  are  in  (question.  Thus  each  Grand  Lodge  is  in  itself  a  Masunic 
nation,  and  admits  no  interference  with  its  rights  of  domestic  authority. 
When  we  say  that  we  claim  sole  and  absolute  jurisdiction  in  our  respect- 
ive territories  we  mean  that  no  Lodge  can  be  instituted,  governed,  or 
withdrawn  virithout  our  consent;  we  mean  that  when  any  other  Masonic; 
power,  either  directly  or  by  implication,  undertakes  to  establish  or  to 
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ooantenanoe  the  establishment  of  Lodges  within  the  lines  of  any  of  our 
regularly  established  jurisdictions,  they  trespass  on  our  rights  and  im- 
peril that  feeling  of  harmony  and  brotherly  love  which  we  are  anxious  to 
maintain. 

Hastening  now  through  the  wilderness  (in  extent)  of  notable  matter 
contained  in  these  minutes,  we  stop  to  express  our  approval  of  the  reports 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Appeals,  which  are  excellent^  and  to  say  we 
would  give  **a  cookie"  to  read  the  letter  evolved  in  the  case  of  Gonmbb  vs. 
Gabsom  (or  Garson  vs.  Conner,  if  that  be  the  title  of  record),  of  which  the 
Commissioners  say: 

W.  Bro.  Connor  two  days  after  the  election  at  which  he  and  W.  Bro. 
Garson  had  respectively  been  elected  to  the  office  of  Master  and  Secretary 
of  the  Lodge,  wrote  requesting  his  retirement  from  office. 

The  letter  in  reply  to  such  request  and  upon  which  the  chaige  in  this 
case  was  founded,  giving  the  reasons  why  he  declined  to  resign  the  office 
as  Secretary,  is  a  remarkable  production  in  the  extravagance  of  its  ex- 

Sressions,  and  the  severity  of  its  sarcasm;  and  the  Commission  find  great 
ifficulty  in  giving  in  this  opinion  an  adequate  idea  of  its  scope,  style,  or 
subject  matter. 

That  reply  is  a  wonder  as  a  rhetorical  composition,  most  severe  in  its 
expressions,  which  relate  to  the  W.  Bro.  addressed,  and  most  sarcastic  in 
its  allusions  to  his  Masonic  ability  and  competence,  and  to  a  decree  which 
astounds  all  who  may  peruse  it;  but  that  it  is  within  the  purview  of  the 
law  to  indict,  or  punish  its  writer  for  a  criminal  act,  is  not  so  clear;  and 
your  (Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  writing  of  it  was  not  an 
indictable  offense,  and,  after  full  consideration,  in  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, Uiat,  it  is  not  a  Masonic  offense. 

We  own  up  to  an  Uching  curiosity  to  see  that  letter,  in  which,  as  we 
learn,  **Bobby  Bums*"  couplet  of  the  * 'louse"  and  "curV*  figures  as  a 
specimen  of  its  pungent  sarcasm. 

We  are  now  pushing  aside  all  other  matter  to  reach  the  report  on 

FOBXIOM  COBBXSPONDENCE, 

Which  requires  no  other  general  comment  than  the  remark  that  it  is 
written  by  Brother  Jna  W.  Simons,  and  bears  the  imprint  of  his  genins 
and  skill. 

He  reviews  with  marked  ability  the  proceedings  of  some  43  North 
American  Grand  Lodges,  giving  also  a  very  complete  retrospect  of 
Masonry  in  Europe  and  South  America  (including  Cuba).  From  this 
latter  branch  of  his  report  we  propose,  as  fiu  as  our  space  will  permit*  to 
extract  needed  information  on  the  important  controversy  pending  between 
Europe  and  America  on  the  absorbing  question  of  Grand  Lodge  lode- 
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peDdence  and  Sovereignty— involving  incidentally,  but  none  the  less 
unpleasantly,  the  Colored  imbroglio.  We  shall  quote  with  further  com- 
ment these  excerps  from  Brother  Simoos'  well  digested  foreign  record. 

In  his  report  on  correspondence,  Alabama — proceedings  of  1876 — re- 
ceives full  and  complimentary  notice. 

Brother  S.  quotes  freely  from  Grand  Master  Pillan's  annual  address 

(his  first),  giving  many  of  his  decisions,  dissenting,  as  we  understand  it, 

to  one  only,  as  follows — (we  quote  both  the  decision  and  his  comments) — 

*<  5.  That  the  consent  of  a  Lodge  rejecting  an  applicant  for  degrees 
must  be  obtained  before  an  application  to  another  Lodge  can  be  enter- 
tained. 
»  Of  No.  5,  in  the  foregoing,  we  remark  thtit  we  find  it  more  convenient 
to  allow  application  to  be  made  and  acceptance  certified  before  asking 
consent  lif  consent  is  refused,  the  preliminaries  go  for  nothing.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  willingness  to  accept  prevents  the  candidate  fk>m  being 
bandied  about  like  a  foot  ball.'' 

The  report  of  Brother  Titc-omb,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  appeals, 

is  commended.    We  extract  the  remainder  of  Brother  Simons'  remarks, 

under  the  head  of  Alabama,  entire — including  his  reference  to  this  appeal 

deliverance,  (which,  though  heretofore  published,  will  bear  repetition). 

His  notice  of  "  corbespondence  "  and  remarks  on  the  German  League 

controversy,  are  a  convenient  prelude  to  the  extracts  we  propose  to  give 

on  the  latter  theme  : 

**The  committee  on  appeals,  in  concluding  their  report,  submit  the 
following,  which  we  commend  to  thought— 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  ask  permission  to  observe,  that  there  is 
daily,  hourly  necessity  for  us  as  masons,  *to  put  a  bridle  on  the  tongue.' 
A  careless  remark  may  at  times  do  iucalcalable  mischief.  A  single  word 
spoken  at  some  particular  juncture,  may  blast  reputation  as  the  &e  of  the 
heavens  scorches  the  majestic  tree  and  dries  up  its  fountain  of  life.  To 
appreciate  the  importance  of  circumspection  in  respect  to  our  intercourse 
with  each  other  and  with  profanes,  let  us  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
human  iofluence  is  well-nigh  measureless.  A  casual  remark  is  often  like 
the  pebble  tossed  upon  the  water  in  repose ;  the  tiny  circlets  of  wave 
expand  and  widen  and  spread,  and  continue  to  extend  until  in  the  dis- 
tance they  are  lost  to  view.     The  cases  are  analogous. 

Again,  let  us  be  careful  how  we  plight  our  word  as  masona  Some  are 
entirely  too  free  in  use  of  masonic  pledges.  Too  frequently  that  expres- 
sion, *on  thf>  word  of  a  mason,'  leaps  from  the  tongue  with  the  agility  of 
a  startled  hare.  Such  should  not  be  the  case.  A  masonic  pledge  should 
never  be  lightly  given,  but  once  given  should  be  held  as  most  sacred. 
Tliis  observation  is  suggested  by  almost  daily  experience ;  and  it  is 
trusted  that  its  presence  here  will  not  be  deemed  amiss.  To  discuss  the 
eflTect  of  common  violation  of  masonic  pledges  would  be  as  saperfiuous  as 
would  be  an  argument  to  prove  that  *  round'  is  not  'square.  The  fore- 
going observations  are  not  censoriously,  but  kindly  intended,  and  are 
made  use  of  because  disregard  of  such  leads  surely  to  strifes  and  trials. 
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It  most  be  apparent  that  the  great  source  of  ills  like  these  is  remissness  in 
guarding  our  portals.  The  question,  How  is  it  that  we  sometimes — nay, 
often— find  such  miRerable  materisd  in  our  grand  old  edifice?  finds  its 
solution  for  the  most  part  in  that  remissness." 

The  report  on  correNpondence  is  again  from  the  polished  and  facile  pen 
of  Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  and  maintains  his  reputation  as.  a  careful  re- 
viewer. New  York,  for  1876,  has  extended  and  most  fraternal  notice,  for 
which  we  thank  him  ;  and  take  occasion  to  call  his  special  attention — as 
well  as  that  of  all  our  correspondents— to  the  transactions  of  the  German 
League  at  its  last  meeting,  as  well  as  our  own  comments  thereon.  This 
question  has  now  assumed  a  phase  we  can  no  longer  ignore,  and  the  argu- 
ment is  brought  down  to  the  simple  question  of  a  full  and  unreserved 
acknowledgment  of  our  rights  of  jurisdiction,  or  the  surrender  of  the 
whole  by  us  ;  because  there  can  be  no  intermediate  station.  If,  undeb 
what  the  Grerman  League  is  pleased  to  call  its  '*  domestic  rights,'*  it  may 
hold  friendly  correspondence,  and  interchange  visits  with  clandestine 
bodies  planted  in  our  midst  without  our  consent,  then  its  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  right  of  jurisdiction  is  a  mere  farce,  since  it  holds  out  the 
word  of  promise  in  one  direction  and  violates  it  in  another.  The  time 
has  now  arrived  for  us  all  to  look  this  matter  squarely  in  the  face,  and  to 
decide,  once  for  all,  whether  we  are  to  rule  and  govern  in  our  respective 
Jurisdictions,  or  whether  we  are  merely  to  exist  in  c-ommon  with  as  many 
others  as  may  choose  to  dispute  our  right  We  trust  that  the  several 
Grand  Lodges  will  earnestly  consider  the  situation,  and  see  to  it  that  their 
utterances  have  no  uncertain  sound. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  Grand  Secretary  Sayie, 
for  courtesies  received  at  his  hands." 

THE  OEBMAN  OBAKD  LODGE  LEAQUB, 

Pending  the  questions  of  jurisdiction  over  German  Lodges  located  in 

New  York,  and  the  recognition  of  "  Grand  Lodges  composed  of  colored 

persons  in  Massachusetts  and  Ohio,"  made  the  following  deliverance 

June  4th,  1876,  (the  comments  are  by  the  New  YorktDommittee)  promol* 

gated  June  30th,  1876,  by  circular  letter  of  "FngPEBTCHB." 

"1.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  Diet  declares  that  it  is  not  its  parpose  to 
interfere  with  the  Constitution  of  the  North  American  Grand  Looges  in 
any  way.  As  the  German  Grand  Lodge  League  claims  to  have  the  right 
to  examine  for  itself  the  formation  of  new  Grand  Lodges  in  Germany,  or 
to  accord  to  other  Grand  Lodges  the  right  to  found  Lodges  in  Germany, 
it  concedes  the  same  rights  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  America  for  Nortii 
America. 

2.  Whereas  it  determines  to  admit  brethren  of  foreign  Grand  Lodges, 
which  in  its  view  have  been  legally  constituted  and  work  according  to 
masonic  rules,  using  only  its  domestic  privileges  and  conceding  theee 
same  rights  to  the  American  Grand  Lodges  in  their  own  aflGedrs. 

3.  It  is  ready  for  a  peaceful,  fraternal  discussion  with  the  American 
Grand  Lodges  touching  the  extension  of  the  acknowledged  right  of  juris- 
diction and  the  necessary  exceptions  to  the  rule. 

4.  The  executive  Grand  Lodge  (Three  Globes)  is  empowered  to  tiana- 
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mil,  throagh  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Now  York,  thene  resolations 
to  the  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  also  to  recall  the  resolations  passed 
at  Berlin  in  1874  on  the  subject  of  jnrisdiction." 

The  foregoing  propositions  were  subsequently  modified  and  presented 
as  follows : 

"The  Grand  Lodge  Diet  declares— 

1.  It  is  not  its  design  nor  aim  to  intrude  in  the  masonic  condition  and 
Constitution  of  the  North  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  it  further  acknowl- 
edges and  concedes  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  and  Terri- 
tories the  same  rights  and  privileges  it  claims  for  itself  in  German  terri- 
tory, as  laid  down  in  the  resolutions  of  ^luy  24,  1874. 

2.  Whereas,  in  conceding  the  admission,  as  visitors  to  the  German 
Lodges,  of  foreign  brethren,  members  of  Lodges  which,  according  to  its 
Tiew,  work  on  masonic  principles,  it  exercises  merely  its  domestic  author- 
ity and  recognizes  the  same  rights  in  the  American  Grand  Lodges. 

3.  The  executive  and  presiding  Grand  Lodge  (Three  Glot^)  is  in- 
structed to  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  of  this 
resolution,  and  of  those  adopted  in  1874,  in  relation  to  the  National  Lodge 
Constitution." 

These  modified  propositions  were  adopted,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ham- 
burg alone  dissenting. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that  much  other  business  was  trans- 
acted, but  as  liefore  remarked,  we  have  deemed  it  best  to  omit  any  account 
of  it  in  order  that  attention  may  be  concentrated  on  that  which  so  nearly 
concerns  our  interest 

We  next  call  attention  to  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  and  through  it  to  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  North 
America.  It  is  written,  as  will  be  seen,  by  the  agent  of  the  Diet,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  third  of  the  modified  propositions  : 

**Beblin,  June  dO,  1876. 

The  Grand  Master  cf  the  KatUmd  Grand  Mother  Lodge  *  Za  den  3  WeWcug^ 
(Three  GJcbes),  at  Bertvit  atpreseiU  nrfsiding  and  executive  (ffioer  of  the 
German  Grand  Lodge  League,  to  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
New  York: 

Moid  Worshipful  and  Beloved  Brethren— In  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  German  Grand  Lodge  Diet  at  Darmstadt  (1875)  referring  to 
the  masonic  international  relations  between  the  German  Grand  Lodges 
and  several  Grand  Lodges  of  colored  masons  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  EUwood  E.  Thome,  consid« 
ered  it  his  duty  to  place  before  the  M.  W.  Brother  Pfaltz,  Grand  IMoster 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  *  Zur  Eintracht,*  and  presiding  officer  of  the  German 
Grand  Lodge  League,  several  (questions  about  the  significance,  meaning 
and  intention  of  said  resolutions.  Brother  Pfaltz,  who  expressed  his 
individual  opinion  only,  in  his  answer  to  the  letter  of  Brother  Thome, 
promised  at  the  same  time  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  German  Grand  Lodge  Diet  for  adoption  of  such  resolutions  as  could 
be  regarded  to  be  a  definitive  answer  on  the  questions  asked  by  your  M. 
W.  Gland  Master. 

This  has  been  done  at  the  Grand  Lodge  Diet  held  this  year,  on  the  4th 
of  June,  at  Berlin,  and  I  have  the  honor,  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  th« 
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€rennan  Giand  Lodge  Diet,  to  bring  these  resolutions  to  your  knowledge. 
The  same  read  as  inserted  in  the  minates  of  June  4th,  viz  : 

1.  It  is  not  the  design  nor  aim  of  the  Grerman  Grand  Lodge  Diet  to 
intrude  in  any  way  into  the  masonic  conditions  and  constitutions  of  the 
North  American  Grand  Lodges ;  on  the  contrary,  the  German  Grand 
Lodges  concede  to  them  the  same  rights  and  privileges  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  which  they  claim  themselves,  in  accordance 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  May,  1874,  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  German  Empire. 

2.  By  allowing  foreign  brethren,  who  belong  to  a  Lodge  which,  in  its 
views,  works  on  masonic  principles  and  precepts,  to  visit  the  Grerman 
Lodges,  the  German  Grand  Lodge  League  exercise  and  practice  only  a 
domestic  authority  and  concede  the  same  right  to  the  American 
Loilges. 

I  nave  also  the  order  to  call  your  brotherly  attention  to  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  Berlin  on  Whitsunday,  1874,  by  the  German  Grand  Lodge  Diet, 
and  take  the  liberty  to  bring  the  same  again  before  you.  These  resolu- 
tions read,  as  the  minutes  show,  as  follows  : 

The  Grand  Lodge  Diet  considers  the  so-called  light  of  jurisdiction, 
which  is  claimed  by  several  Grand  Lodges,  not  as  a  right  which  emanates 
from  the  moral  and  legal  principles  of  the  Craft,  or  from  original  or  Aji- 
cient  Laws  of  the  Fraternity,  but  only  as  an  institution  which  is  based 
putly  on  the  ground  of  national  adjudication  and  partly  on  the  ground  of 
appropriateness,  and  find  that  some  understanding  about  the  application 
and  extension  of  the  same  is  possible  and  desirable. 

The  German  Grand  Lodges  consider  the  whole  German  Empire  as  a 
common  territory  and  province,  and  acknowledge,  reciprocally,  that  each 
German  Grand  Lodge  can  constitute  and  charter  subordinate  Lodges  in 
German  territory,  if  the  laws  of  the  land  do  not  object  and  forbid. 

Both  resolutions,  of  the  year  1874  and  of  this  year,  determine  distinctly 
the  point  of  view  and  principle  which  the  German  Grand  Lodge  Diet  has 
taken  in  regard  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  pronounce  at  the  same 
time  in  which  sense  the  Darmstadt  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  colored 
Grand  bodies  of  North  America  were  adopted. 

Being  convinced  that  the  main  question  of  principle  in  the  matter  as 
assumed  by  the  German  Grand  Lodge  Diet,  and  as  explained  and  laid 
hereby  before  you.  is  calculated  to  sustain  and  consolidate  the  fraternal 
relations  between  the  American  and  the  German  Grand  Lodges,  as  hith- 
erto existing,  I  hope  and  believe,  that  now  all  interruptions  of  the  same 
are  removed,  and  that  the  brotherly  intercourse  between  Germany  and 
North  America  will  be  promoted  from  day  to  day,  and  will  become  moze 
and  more  intimate . 

Accept,  M.  W.  and  Beloved  Brethren,  the  expression  and  the  assnranoe 
of  our  brotherly  love  and  esteem,  and  our  masonic  greeting. 

By  order. 

(Signed)  FREDERICHS, 

Delegate  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Three  Globes  to  the  Grand  Lodge  DieL 

To  this  action  New  York,  through  its  Committee  on  Correspondenoe, 
responds  in  the  following  appropriate 
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KUlTAKKfi. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  that  we  haye  furnished  the  full  text  of 
the  proeeedings  of  the  German  &nind  Lodge  Diet,  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  ns,  together  with  the  official  response  of  Uie  Diet  to  the  letter  of 
M.  W.  Bro.  Thome»  as  well  as  some  expressions  of  individual  (German) 
opinion,  and  after  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  whole,  we  are  com" 
pelled  to  remark,  that  the  Diet  does  not  appear  to  comprehend  the  situa- 
tion; for  while  it  resolves  to  accord  us  the  same  right  in  onr  own  territory 
that  it  claims  for  itself  in  Germany,  it  imemdiately  contradicts  itself^  by 
declaring  that  it  will  judge  for  itself,  whether  Lodges  clandestinely 
planted  in  pur  territory  are  regular  or  not,  and  if  it  finds  them  conducted 
on  what  it  assumes  to  be  correct  principles,  then,  notwithstanding  our 
rights  in  the  premises,  notwithstanding  our  conceded  right  to  govern  and 
regulate  Masonry  in  our  respective  jurisdictions,  it  will  acknowledge  and 
enooorage  these  spurious  organisations  by  admitting  their  members  to 
visit  in  weir  Lodges, 

Thus  the  so-called  Grand  Lodges  of  colored  persons— we  believe  there 
are  two  or  more  of  them  in  the  State  of  New  'York — are  declared  to  be 
sufficiently  regular  for  the  purposes  of  recognition  by  visitation,  though 
not  by  formal  interchange  of  representatives,  and  this,  too,  in  the  face  of 
the  fiMt  that  tha  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  has  occupied  this 
territory  since  1781,  and  that,  therefore,  any  Lodge  claiming  to  exist  in 
this  State  without  the  direct  authority  of  our  Grand  Lodge  is  of  necessity 
clandestine  and  irregular.  Precisely  the  same  state  of  &ct8  exists  in  the 
cas«  of  Ohio  and  that  of  lAassachusetts,  the  colored  organizations  there 
being  held  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  pr^-existing  and  lawful  Grand  Lodges 
of  those  States. 

Again,  the  Diet  has  no  word  of  condemnation  for  the  continued  tres- 
pass of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh  on  that  very  right  of  jurisdiction 
which  the  Diet  professes  to  respect  Let  us  once  more  repeat^  therefore, 
that  each  one  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  North  America,  for  itself  and  for 
the  rest,  claims  the  solct  vmdwukdt  and  iMPsa/LTiVB  bight  of  JunisDicrnoM 
within  the  respective  limits  of  the  State  or  Territories  in  which  they  are 
looBited.  These  words  mean  neither  more  nor  less  than  they  express,  and 
therefore  when  the  Diet  by  its  resolutions  speaks  of  recognizing  parties 
located  in  our  territory  in  defiance  of  our  law  and  our  ri^ht  and  at  the 
same  time  professes  to  recognize  our  right  of  jurisdiction,  it  simply 
belittles  our  intelligence  by  making  it  appear  that  we  do  not  understand 
oar  own  language  nor  appreciate  our  own  laws. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Diet  are  not  satis&ctory,  and  will  not  be  received 
by  the  American  Grand  Lodges  as  an  acceptable  solution  of  the  questions 
at  issue,  as  indeed,  nothing  will,  but  a  frank  recognition  of  our  exclusive 
right  i^  jurisdiction  with  aU  the  consequences  thereto  attaching.  The  Diet 
has  traveled  part  of  the  way  by  its  conditional  recognition,  and  we  most 
earnestly  and  fraternally  urge  it  to  finish  the  journey  by  a  complete  with- 
drawal from  so  much  of  its  position  as  we  have  demonstrated  to  be 
untenable  and  unsatisfactory  to  the  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent.  We 
fraternally  request  the  Diet  and  its  constituents  to  consider  that,  although 
they  may  agree  to  concurrent  jurisdiction  among  themselves,  we  do  wot 
and  cannot  now  establish  any  such  law  here,  and  that,  consequently, 
15 


i 


226  APPENDIX.  [1877. 

what  the  American  Grand  Lodges  require  of  and  concede  to  each  other 
must  ex  neceasitaie  be  the  role  of  action  in  regard  to  all  others  in  this 
coaotry .  When  this  is  properly  understood  and  frankly  acted  upon  there 
will  be  peace  and  harmony. 

And  here  we  mnst  stop,  leaving  ont  mnch  that  we  had  selected  for 
publication,  because  we  have  not  space  for  further  comment.  We 
remark  with  pleasure,  however,  that  this  controversy  is  approaching,  as 
we  view  it,  a  termination  favorable  to  equity  and  harmony.  Germany  is 
beginning  to  concede  points  heretofore  tenaciously  adhered  to,  and  she 
did  eventually  recognize  the  fcict  that  the  good  or  Masombt,  if  there  were 
no  other  reasons  enforcing  the  American  position,  demands  the  dhreet 
control  of  Subordinate  Lddges  by  a  home  GovEBNMBMrand  Sovereignty  in 
lieu  of  a  far  off  allegiance  to  which,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  little 
or  no  idea  of  Government  attaches. 

Nor  will  she  be  long  in  arriving  at  the  reasonable  conclusion  that  her 
dignity  and  duty  alike  forbid  intercourse  with  peripatetic  and  impulsive 
Masonic  adventurers,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodges  to  whom,  if  any  where,  such  travelers  owe  allegiasoe. 

OBAKD  OFIICEBS  VULCS, 

li.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  J.  Couch,  (Brooklyn)  Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  James  M.  Austin  (New  York,  re-elected). .  .Grand  Secretary. 

errAZisncs. 

Number  of  Chartered   Lodges 718 

TForfc. 

Initiated 2,938 

Passed 2,987 

Eaised 3,081 

Whole  number  of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 78,913 

NOBTH  CABOLINA. 

The  proceedings  before  us  record  the  doings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  North  Carolina  at  its  (90th)  Ninetieth  Annual  Communication,  oom- 
mencing  December  5th  and  closing  December  9th,  A.  L.  5876,  opened  in 
Amplb  FoBMby  M  W.  Grand  Master  George  W.  Blount,  **a  oonstitii- 
tional  number  of  Lodges  being  represented,**  delivered  an  earnest  and 
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appropriate  annoal  address,  from  which  we  quote  a  few  paragraphs  of 
general  interest    He  says : 

The  year  jnst  ending  has  been  one  of  great  trial  to  individnals  and  to 
Lodges .  Mach  suffering  and  distress  have  been  the  oonseqaence.  Many, 
very  many  who  have  never  done  so  before,  have  had  to  straggle  hard  for 
the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  exclusion  of  those  duties  which  pertain  to 
the  Lodge-room.  The  unusually  long  and  exciting  political  campaign 
has  absorbed  the  attention  of  a  great  many  others.  These  causes  haye 
combined  to  distract  our  minds  in  a  great  measure  firom  the  business  of 
the  craft,  and  the  consequent  neglect  of  the  duties  of  Masonry  has  great- 
ly paralyzed  our  work  and  brought  discouragement  to  many  of  our  most 
active  agencies.  Siuce  fraitful  harvests  have  in  a  measure  assuaged  the 
anxieties  about  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  political  cauldron  ^is  sim- 
mered down  to  something  like  placidity,  let  as  enter  again  upon  the  great 
work  of  Masonry  with  renewed  vigor.  Let  us  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheel,  and  with  determined  push  set  in  fall  motion  all  the  activities  of 
the  Graft,  and  practically  demonstrate  that  Masonry  is  not  mere  ceremony 
for  the  amassment  of  a  spare  hour,  a  pastime  for  holiday  enjoyment,  but 
the  bond  of  union  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  Truth,  Justice,  Tem- 
perance and  Charity,  and  that  the  ritualistic  lessons  taught  in  the  Lodge, 
by  symbols,  are  the  foundation  of,  and  introduction  to,  the  works  of  love 
which  distiess  and  calamity  open  to  view.  A  distinguished  divine  once 
said  in  a  Masonic  address,  **The  whole  secret  of  Masonry  is  Love,"  and 
80  it  is  the  obamd  cemtbal  basis  on  which  the  superstructure  rests. 

The  forms,  ceremonies,  signs  and  symbols  are  the  vehicle  for  the  im- 
plantation and  impression  thereof  upon  its  votaries,  and  he  who  passes 
through  the  ceremonies  and  discovers  nothing  but  form,  and  perceives 
not  the  underlying  truth  and  comprehends  not  the  p;rand  principle  illus- 
trated, has  given  his  strength  for  naught,  and  his  substance  for  that 
which  perisheth.  So  many  are  in  that  category  that  many  Lodges  are  so 
only  in  name,  many  masons  mere  stumbling  olocks.  Tbe  works  of  be- 
nevolence and  charity,  of  love  to  all  the  Fraternity  are  to  them  heavy 
iasDes  and  a  drag.  Brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  Let  us  h^ 
sUr  ounelves  and  wake  up  to  our  duties  and  obligations  and  learn  anew 
the  ceremonies  of  the  Lodge  and  try  to  perceive  the  lesson. 

Had  used  " discipline"  judiciously  and  with  good  effect  towards  three 
Lodges  guilty  of  irregularities,  and  very  properly  recommends  the  strict 
enforcement  of  the  rules  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  appear 
to  have  been  openly  violated  in  some  instances. 

Of  **the  orphan  work,'*  his  report,  we  regret  to  see,  is  not  flattering. 
Many  difficulties  and  disappointments  had  occurred  to  retard,  if  not  en- 
daDger^  the  enterprise.  One  bright  spot  appears,  however,  in  the  timely 
assistance  rendered  by  the  Bev.  L.  M.  Pease,  described  as  *'  a  big-hearted 
benevolent  man,"  *  *  "devoting  his  time  and  fortune  to  works  of 
Benevolence  and  Charity."  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Grand  Master  is 
ndt  discouraged,  but  still  calls  to  the  rescue  the  tardy  craftsmen  who  lag 
bdiind  their  duty  in  this  work  of  beneficence*  He  calls  to  labor  thus 
earnestly: 
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Onr  great  aim  in  establishing  the  Orphan  Asylum  was  to  relieye  the 
poor  unfortunate  orphans  of  the  State,  and  the  grea^r  the  number  we 
mtike  interested  in  tnat  work  the  more  effectually  will  our  aim  be  con- 
summated. Would  that  others,  with  the  means,  could  be  influenced  to 
establish  such  homes  oi  refuge  and  protection,  and  that  such  manifesta- 
tions could  be  made  as  to  compel  the  State  to  do  what  the  Constitution 
requires— (see  sec  8,  art  xi,  State  Constitution)) — establish  homes  of 
refuge  for  the  indigent  orphans  of  the  State.  We  must  not  relax  our  ef- 
forts in  the  great  work — it  must  be  carried  on.  Our  obligation  au  Ma- 
sons, our  honor  and  reputation  as  a  great  benevolent  Instit  .tion,  onr  love 
of  benevolence,  charity,  and  all  the  Masonic  virtues,  demand  our  con- 
tinued activity  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  in  which  we  have  made 
such  good  beginning,  and  which  has  idready  been  fruitful  of  such  blessed 
results.  Let  us  go  forward  in  this  great  work  of  love  until  the  fruits 
may  be  manifest  in  the  establishment  of  like  institutions  by  kindred  so- 
cieties, and  until  such  provision  may  be  made  for  the  orphans  in  general 
as  will  enable  us  to  care  for  our  own  household  and  provide  for  them 
more  munificently  than  we  are  at  present  able  to  do. 

It  is  earnestly  urged  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  to  take  such  action  as  will 
in  the  future  relieve  the  work  of  the  incertitude  of  its  support,  and  the 
benevolently  disposed  of  much  anxiety  and  burthen.  I  will  not  recom- 
mend any  line  of  action,  but  will  suggest  that  it  is  a  Masonic  work,  and 
every  individual  Mason  and  Lodge  is  equally  interested  in  it,  and  ought 
to  share  equally  the  burthen  of  its  support. 

The  report  of  Su|>erintendent  Mills  on  the  condition  and  necessities  of 
the  Asylum,  with  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  that  behalf^  fill  many 
pages  of  the  minutes,  making  it  the  leading  topic  of  the  proceedingai 
We  hope  the  Brethren  of  North  Carolina  will  arouse  and  determine  to 
maintain  and  support  this  noble  charity,  which  appeals  so  earnestly  to 
their  Masonic  manhood  for  succor. 

The  other  business  transacted  at  this  communication  was  of  the  usual 
lontine  character,  confined  to  the  necessities  of  the  juhsdiotion. 

We  find  no  Beport  on  Correspondence.  That  of  the  R  W.  Grand  Sec 
retary  containing,  in  his  appropriate  remarks  on  the  death  of  the  lat« 
venerable  John  Dove  of  Virginia,  the  orUy  reference  to  other  jurisdictionA. 

OIUND  OrnCEBS  XliEOT. 

M.  W.  Horace  H.  Munson • Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Donald  W.  Bain  (rejected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges * < . . . .    237 

(and  3  C.  D. ) 
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Work. 

Number  Initiated .• 360 

••       Pftraed 341 

"        Baised 337 

Affiliated 147 

"        Reinstated 32 

Excluded  for  N.  P.  D 532 

••        SoKpended 20 

Expelled. 21 

•«       Dimitted 176 

Died 115 

Whole  nnmber  of  enrolled  Master  Masons 8,206 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

We  welcome  New  Scotland  again  to  our  table,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
appropriate  and  digest  the  good  things  sent  ns  from  Halifax  in  this  bud- 
get for  1876. 

It  is  a  well  filled  volume  of  260  pages,  and  recounts  the  proceedings  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  at  a^  Emergent  Communication, 
held  Slst  August*  1875,  and  also  at  its  Eleventh  Annual  Communication, 
held  at  Hali&x,  commencing  June  7th  and  closing  June  8th,  A.  L.  5876. 

The  Emeboent  Communication  was  a  grand  display  of  Masonic  zeal  in 
the  work  assigned  the  "Craft"  as  the  duty  of  the  day  and  occasion — the 
ceremony  of  laying  the  cobneb  stone  of  Freemason's  Hall " — and  the 
ceremonial  was  well  done  and  amply  exemplified.  An  outsider  (newspa« 
per)  describing  the  external  effects  of  the  demonstratioD,  says  of  it : 

**The  scene  at  this  point,  when  the  Masons  had  taken  their  positions, 
was  a  brilliant  one.** 

**The  whole  area  of  the  new  building  had  been  covered  with  substan- 
tial seats,  rising  tier  above  tier,  which  were  now  filled  with  the  Masons' 
lady  friends  to  the  number  of  about  six  hundred,  the  youth,  beauty,  and 
fashion  of  the  city.  In  front  were  ropresentatives  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
the  Dominion  and  Local  Governments,  the  City  Corporation,  the  Clergy, 
Ac,  Ac.,  &0.,  with  their  lady  friends.  Below  them,  and  near  the  comer 
stone,  which  hung  suspended  from  a  derrick,  were  the  Grand  Master  and 
Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  wearing  the  brilliant  regalia,  rich  jewels, 
and  other  emblems  of  their  rank.  Around  them,  within  and  without  the 
lines  of  inclosure,  were  the  Masons  generally,  to  the  number  of  nine 
hundred,  wearing  black  clothing,  white  ties  and  gloves,  boquets  of  fiow- 
ers,  and  varied  regalia— some  having  only  the  simple  white  lambskin  or 
leathern  apron,  the  *  emblem  of  innocence  and  the  badge  of  a  Mason,' 
and  others  having  more  showy  ornamented  aprons.    Ouside  the  Masons' 
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circle  was  a  great  gathering  of  spectators,  and  many  others  filled  the  win- 
dows and  covered  the  roofs  of  the  neighboring  honses." 

All  things  proper  to  be  done,  written,  or  said— inclnding  a  very  elo- 

qaent  and  appropriate  oration  by  the  Bey.  Bboteeb  Canon  Townbhend, 

had  dae  and  timely  consideration,  and  the  "  work  "  having  been  inspected 

by  the  Grand  Overseer,  was  pronounced  **  plumb,  bquabb,  and  lbvel." 

THE  annual  communication 

Was  well  attended,  and  included  in  its  roll  of  accredited  members  the 
representatives  of  forty-five  of  the  60  Lodges  entitled  to  representation — 
in  addition  to  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Bopresentatives. 
li.  W.  Grand  Master  J.  Wimbum  Laurie  having  opened  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  Ample  Form,  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  which  briefly  but  intelli- 
gently discusses  and  communicates  the  topics  and  occurrences  claiming 
consideration  in  that  jurisdiction. 

We  find  nothing  in  this  address  suggesting  comment  as  affecting  Ma- 
sonic usages,  save  only  his  views  on  the  right  (if  we  may  so  speak)  to 
''Dimit,**  which  we  quote  below,  and  dissent  from  as  tending  to  over- 
shadow the  Lodge,  by  raising  too  high  the  standard  of  individual  pre- 
rogative.    He  says,  on  this  topic : 

I  hold  that  any  member  desiring  to  withdraw  from  a  Lodge,  who  shall 
signify  such  desire,  either  personally  in  open  Lodge  or  (by  preference) 
by  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  to  be  read  in  open  Ix)dge,  shall 
thereupon,  provided  he  be  in  good  standing  and  clear  oi  all  indebtedness 
to  the  Lodge,  be  entitled  to  his  dimit  It  will,  of  course,  be  the  duty  of 
the  W.  M .  to  ascertain,  before  he  signs  the  dimit,  that  the  Brother  so 
withdrawing  is  in  good  Masonic  standing. 

To  recognize  the  right  of  a  Lodge  to  vote  for  the  granting  of  a  dimit, 
is  to  recognize  the  right  to  refuse  it— is  to  recognize  uie  power  to  retain  a 
Brother  affiliate  against  hid  wishes.  •••••• 

The  Boports  ef  the  Grand  Officers,  and  of  the  Committees,  as  well  as 
the  general  work  of  the  Lodge,  betoken  wisdom  and  zeal  in  Masonic  du- 
ties which  claim  our  interest  and  approval,  causing  us  to  regret  that  our 
prescribed  limits,  now  nearly  reached,  force  us  to  review  very  briefly 
these  proceedings. 

A  very  pleasant  and  interesting  feature  of  the  proceedings  before  xm 
is  the 

EBPOBT  ON  FOBKiaN  COBSESPONDXNCB 

Presented  by  Brother  Eraser  W.  Dakin,  Chairman,  and  siflned  also  by 
Brothers  Heniy  Shaw  and  J,  J.  Stewart. 
These  Brethren  have  worked  industriously  and  wisely,  prodnciDg  a 
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▼ery  excellent  review  of  the  proceedings  of  forty-eight  Grand  Lodges, 
among  which  the  minntes  of  Alabama  for  1875  are  considerately  noticed. 

He  (or  they  ?)  commends  the  Annual  Address  of  li.  W.  Grand  Master 
Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  which  is  prononnced  excellent;  alludes  to  our  finances 
as  prosperous,  and  accepts  the  F.  Conmiittee*8  commendation  of 
the  "judicious  economy  *'  which  had  contributed  to  that  comfortalSle 
result 

The  Beport  of  our  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  too  highly  praised 
(as  none  should  better  know  than  this  writer)  in  the  following  remarks  ; 

(The  quotation  from  Alabama  repeats  the  ugly  typographical  error  of 
our  printer,  making  ** assured"  read  ** assumed,"  and  we  quote  the  ex- 
tract to  get  rid  of  that  assumption.) 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  O)rre8pondence  is  a  very  able 
document,  and  one  which  fills  us  with  envy  and  despair.  It  reviews 
quite  thoroughly  the  reports  of  forty-three  (irand  Lodges,  giving  excel- 
lent abstracts  of  their  proceedings  and  decisions.  We  regret  that  in 
some  way  or  other  the  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  reports  were  not 
received,  as  a  review  of  our  proceedings  by  so  able  a  0)mmittee  would 
have  been  read  by  us  with  unusual  interest 

We  quote  a  few  of  the  closing  seotences  of  the  report,  which  admirably 
express  much  truth,  and  represent  a  broad  Masonic  charity  and  senti- 
ment, alike  creditable  to  the  writer  and  pleasing  to  the  reader. 
Theysay : 

"We  have  remarked  with  pride  and  pleasure  the  purity  of  eentiment, 
cultivation,  and  intelligence  which  characterizes  the  official  addresses, 
reports,  and  other  deliverances  contained  in  these  volumes  of  Masonic 
lore,  and  we  have  welcomed  with  joy  the  evidences  of  the  dignity,  honor, 
usefulness,  and  rapid  increase  of  the  Frateruitj,  developea  in  the  pro- 
ceedings submitted  to  us;  the  gratification,  too,  is  not  lessened  by  the  as- 
sured conviction,  derived  from  other  sources,  that  throughout  the  world 
the  "Craft**  is  growing  in  numbers,  virtue,  and  fame." 

Inireply,  we  would  reciprocate  the  same  sentiments,  concerning  the 
Craft  in  Alabama,  as  are  represented  by  their  interesting  and  valuable 
report 

We  quote  also  a  portion  of  their  appropriate 

OOMOLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  Beport,  we  beg  to  congratulate  the  Craft  at  large  on 
the  possession  of  an  amount  of  talent  which  we  believe  would  be  looked 
for  m  vain  among  other  and  kindred  institutions.  That  men  possessing 
the  literary  attainments  which  these  reports  evince,  many  of  them  en- 
gaged in  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  can  be  found  willing  to  devote  the 
time  necessary  to  a  thorough  review  of  so  many  thousands  of  pages  of 
closely  printed  matter,  mainly  for  the  delectation  of  their  brethren,  is  a 
striking  proof  of  the  vitality  of  our  time-honored  institution,  as  well  as 
of  the  indomitable  zeal  and  sturdy  pluck  of  its  adherents. 
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It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  these  yalnable  and  inteiesting  papers  can- 
not be  more  generally  brought  before  the  Craft  and  read  in  tneir  entirety. 
Where  all  is  so  good,  it  is  difficult  to  select  fragments;  we  have,  however, 
nsed  onr  b^t  judgment  in  Uie  matter,  and  trust  that  it  may  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  our  readers. 

OBAND  OFFICEB8  XUECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  Wimbum  Laurie  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Benjamin  Ourren  (D.  G.  L.?)  (re-elected). .  .Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Ibr  the  l^r  Ended  June  7,  1876. 

Chartered  Iiodges, 62 

Lodges  under  Dispensation 6 

Whole  number  Initiated 352 

Passed , 339 

"         Raised 319 

«•         Affiliated., 58 

remitted 127 

Died 43 

••         Missing , 50 

Suspended  for  unmasonio  conduct 3 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dnee , 86 

**         Beinstated  of  last  year^  suspensions 9 

Master  Masons  enrolled 3,404 


t( 


OfflO. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  held  its  Sixty-seventh  (67th)  Annual 
Communication  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  commencing  on  the  17th  and 
closing  the  19th  day  of  October,  1876.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
Chas.  A.  Woodward,  with  Grand  Officers  at  their  stations,  and  the  ^p* 
resentatives  of  **  over  two  hundpd  chartered  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  accomphshes  the  purpose  designed 
by  him  as  thus  expressed  : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  fifth  article  of  our  By-lawi^ 
I  have  given  a  detailed  statement  of  my  official  acts  during  the  past  year. 

And  in  this  long  and  admirable  compendium  oi  official  experiencea  he 
scarcely  varies  a  **  hair's  broadth  **  from  the  plumb  lino  of  action  thus 
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prescribed.    At  the  commencement  of  his  address  he  briefly  refers  to 
the  general  condition  of  the  craft  as  follows  : 

Again  are  we  permitted  to  meet  in  Annual  Chrand  Commnnication,  to 
counsel  together  as  to  the  best  measures  to  be  adopted  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  future  useftilness  of  ous  time-honored  ixistitution,  and  around 
the  altar  of  our  common  Brotherhood  to  renew  our  tows  and  repledge 
our  faith. 

The  year  just  passed  has  been  one  of  peculiar  interest.  Peace  and  har- 
mony have  prevailed  throughout  our  Jurisdiction.  We  have  been  favored 
with  heolthlul  and  fruitftd  seasons.  Our  hves  and  health  have  been  pre- 
served, and  we  have  been  permitted  to  unite  with  our  forty  millions  of 
people  in  celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  our  nation's  birth. 

Let  us,  then,  offer  up  a  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  and  proise  to  Him 
from  whom  these  and  many  added  blessings  have  come  to  us. 

And  we  accept  it  as  pleasant,  though  not  unexpected,  news  from  the 
large  and  intelligent  population  of  true  Masons  inhabiting  the  Ohio 
•'Eeserves."  * 

We  note  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  hand  of  over 
$4,000,  which  looks  as  if  that  department  was  snug  and  comfortable. 

On  the  first  and  second  days  of  this  session  the  Grand  Lodge  tugged 
and  struggled  to  solve  the  problem  of  **  colored  recognition,"  so  elabor- 
ately and  exhaustively  discussed  heretofore  in  that  and  other  jurisdic- 
tions—a question  bio  with  the  fate  of  Masonic  hasmont  and  unity  in 
America. 

We  reproduce  here  the  Besolution  to  bring  our  readers  again,  en  rap^ 
port,  with  the  bbmabkablb  phase  this  question  assumed  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio,  viz : 

Resolved,  By  the  ''Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio,*'  that  this 
Grand  body  will  recognize  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Colored  Free 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio  as  a  legitimate  and  independent  Grand 
Lodge,  on  condition  that  the  so-called  Colored  Grand  Lodge  shall  change 
its  constitutional  title,  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows  :  **  Ihe  Afiican 
Chrand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masojis  of  the  btaie  qf  Ohio.**  And  if 
the  said  so-called  Colored  Grand  Lodge  shall  accept  this  recognition  and 
make  the  suggested  change  In  its  constitutional  title,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  upon  said  action  being  reported  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  under  the  se^  of  said  body,  then  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
is  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  issue  his  proclamation  to  the  sub- 
ordinates to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  the  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the 
world,  with  which  we  are  in  fraternal  correspondence,  recognizing  the 
said  so-called  Colored  Grand  Lodge  as  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  title  of  **  The  African  Grand  Lodge  qf  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  qf  Ohio." 

This  question  deferred  (at  the  last)  until  this  communication  came  up 
as  a  special  order,  and  was  then '  discussed,  deferred  **'till  to-morrow,' 
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and  the  disonasion  again  leviewed,  when  a  point  of  order  was  interposed 
as  follows,  (with  results  as  qnoted  below  from  the  minutes) : 

Bro.  W.  M.  Cunningham,  B.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  thereupon 
fded,  in  writing,  his  Ppmt  of  order,  as  follows  : 

**  Any  regulation  affecting  in  any  manrer  the  status  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ohio,  its  absolute  individuality,  or  its  superiority  within  its  own  ju- 
risdiction, must  be  construed  as  an  amendment  of  Article  XV  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  must  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  amend- 
ment thereto." 

The  Grand  Master  having  ruled  that  this  point  of  order  *'  was  not  well 

taken,*'  an  appeal  was  taken  from  his  decision,  and  a  call  was  made  for  a 

vote  by  lodges,  and  by  yeas  and  nays  of  grand  officers. 

VOTE    ON  THE   QUESTION    '*  SHALL  THE   DEdSION   OF  THE  OBAND  MASTER  BB 
BUSTAINSD  AS  THE  OPINION  OF  THE  ORAND  LODGE  ?  '* 

The  elected^  grand  officers  were  called. 

The  roll  of  lodges  were  called,  and  votes  recorded. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  on  the  announcement  of  the  result,  being  a 
majority  of  votes  nay  over  votes  yea,  declared  that  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master,  on  the  appeal  of  Bro.  Cunningham,  was  not  sustained. 

The  vote  (as  we  make  it)  was  832  ayes  to  401  nays. 

Thus  was  this  grave  movement  checked  (scotched)  by  a  technical  con- 
stitutional difficulty  (interposition.) 

We  had  noted  several  other  subjects  for  remark  in  these  interesting 
minutes,  but  are  forced  to  forego  that  pleasure  for  the  present  The  Re- 
port on 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDENCE 

By  Bro.  Jno.  D.  Caldwell,  Chairman,  is  too  prominent  a  feature  in  the 
Ohio  Proceedings  to  be  overlooked,  as  the  fame  of  its  author  and  the 
grave  subjects  so  ably  discussed  by  him  therein  alike  indicate. 

He  rapidly  reviews  the  proceedings  of  many  American  (53)  Grand 
Lodges,  giving  Alabama  (Proceedings  of  1875)  its  proportion  of  the 
space  allotted  to  these  brief  notices. 

We  have  too  much  respect  for  Bro.  Caldwell  as  an  aooomplished  and 
•'courteous*'  knight  of  the  quill  to  believe  that  the  following  (questiona- 
ble, both  as  to  taste  and  purity  of  thought)  ** fling"  at  our  leport  of  1875, 
was  either  well  considered  or  deliberately  uttered.  Beferring  to  our  well 
meant  simile  of  Masonic  leffiUmacyt  he  says: 

Alabama  strikes  out  right  Let  Ohio  take  her  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility. We  guess  thai  many  of  the  Southern  States  are  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  Northern  colored  men  are  their  or  our  '  *  legiiimate  chUdrtn." 
(The  italics  are  ours). 
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Take  it  back  Bro.  G.  and  restore  to  ns  the  sayor  of  former  and  more 
chaste  writings. 

Bro.  Caldwell  in  his  report  on  Correspondence,  ''still  harping  upon  my 
daughter/'  devotes  46  pages  to  hib  fftYorite  '*New-4ay,  New  duty  theme'*— 
carries  the  war  into  Africa,  or  rather  strives  to  lead  Africa  to  (the  im- 
minently deadly  breach'*  of)  war,  and  marshals  arguments,  statistics, 
and  historical  incidents  in  a  grand  aenUmenial  charge  against  the  stab- 
bom  defense  of  white  conservatism  and  pradenca  He  has  assumed 
command  of  this  assanlt  upon  legitimacy,  and  in  his  eagerness  to  conquer 
the  citadel  of  our  defense  has  pushed  his  leadership  to  the  fiorUf  heeHiss 
of  the  **&lling  off  by  the  way"  of  the  forces  which  were  expected  to  sup- 
port his  advance.  With  all  due  respect  for  his  intelligence  and  motives, 
we  humbly  beg  to  suggest  to  Bro.  C.  that  he  has  gone  quite  as  fiir  on  this 
**tocJ(Lr"  as  a  plain  sailor  would  consider  right  and  prudent.  If  **gu8h'* 
and  sentimental  fiction  must  control  in  this  controveray,  we  offer  our 
contribution,  and  say: 

The  * 'color  line"  of  American  Centennial  Symbolism  is,  and  should  be, 
*  the  Bed,  White  and  Blue,"  and  if  the  Black  is  to  be  included  let  it  be  as 
a  shading,  introduced  in  moderation  to  ati-qff,  rather  than  cUmd  the  legiti- 
mate and  original  emblasonry  of  our  escutcheon — wherever  the  negro 
properly  belongs,  in  society  or  in  Masonry,  there  let  him  go  in  peace  and 
safety,  with  the  kind  wishes  of  all  <rue  friends,  among  whom  none  are  truer 
or  more  generous  than  those  who  now  deprecate  and  resist  the  injudicious 
efforts  to  push  him  to  the  front  in  rash  pursuit  of  (at  least)  doubtful 
claims  and  privileges. 

One  great  work  Bro.  Caldwell  has  undoubtedly  accomplished,  in  forcing 
into  print  a  mass  of  very  interesting  historical  information  on  this  and 
kindred  theories,  for  which  we  thank  him  heartily. 

OBAKD  OmCVBS  XLBOT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Chas.  A.  Woodward,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  D.  Caldwell,  (re-elected)  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Caldwell  does  not  recapitulate  his  Lodge  returns,  making  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  make  up  a  table  of  Statistics,  which  we  therefore,  of 
neceeidty,  omit 

OREGON. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  two  years  of  reportorial  labor— and  we  may 
flay  pleasure,  for  the  rough  and  rugged  paths  have  in  this  as  in  other 
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masonic  experienoeR  had  their  incidents  and  nltimates  of  saUsfiiotion  and 
**  exaltation  " — we  have  the  agreeable  privilege  of  welcoming  tidings  from 
Obeoon.  By  some  strange  fatality  the  reports  from  this  jurisdiction  have 
lepeatedly  failed  to  reach  ns,  and  we  had  almost  concluded  that  Alabama 
^'as  ezolnded  from  its  roll  of  correspondence.  We  are  now  aasored  of 
&vor,  however,  by  the  reception  of  a  large,  handsomely  printed  and  inter- 
esting volume  of  minutes,  giving  the  proceedings  of  the  BdL  W.  Gmnd 
Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  the  State  of  Obeoon,  at  its  Twenty-seventh 
annual  communication,  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  commencing  Mon- 
day, June  11th,  A.  L.  5877. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  J.  H.  Kunzie,  assisted  by  his  associate  Grand 
officers  and  the  Bepreeentatives  of  fifty-seven  chartered  Lodges,  opened 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  ampus  fobm.  £Us  annual  address  is  a  very  compre- 
hensive message,  one  of  the  longest  that  we  have  read  in  our  tour  of  duty 
as  reporter.  He  gives  a  feiithfully  minute  account  of  his  stewardship, 
and  with  these  details  interblends  occasional  and  very  judicious  views  of 
masonic  principles  and  ethics.  We  quote  a  few  interesting  sentences, 
that  we  may  thus  bring  the  thoughts  of  Oregon  to  Alabama  minds. 

Living  faith  and  active  benevolence  are  the  real  foundations  of  Free- 
masonry. Masters  and  Wardens  of  Lodges,  keep  that  fiEtct  in  view  of  your 
Brethren  ;  your  words  and  style  may  be  rude  and  unpolished,  but  if  your 
heart  be  in  them  they  will  awaken  admiration  and  sympathy.  It  is  gen- 
erally supposed  by  those  who  do  not  object  to  masonry  as  a  positive  evil, 
that  it  is  at  least  a  harmless,  charitable  association  ;  but,  in  truth,  the 
real  spirit  of  masonry  is  not  confined  to  the  relief  of  a  brother's  physical 
wants,  or  the  preservation  of  his  life  when  in  peril — of  which  wo  have 
all  heard  many  interesting  instances— such  occasions  seldom  occur,  but 
every  day  afibrds  opportunity  to  promote  our  brother's  temporal  good  by 
lawful  and  honorable  means  ;  to  help  him  by  enabling  him  to  help  him- 
self ;  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  his  troubles  and  our  charity  to  his  failings 
and  imperfections  ;  to  make  peace  between  friends ;  to  warn  one  of  his 
danger,  another  of  his  errors  ;  to  be  patient,  tolerant  and  forgiving  to- 
ward all.  And  it  is  because  masonry  brines  into  exercise  qualities  of 
which  all  acknowledge  the  excellence,  that  it  has  its  vitality,  uni venality 
and  importance.  A  bitter  enemy  of  masonry,  through  the  public  press, 
asked,  **  Who  has  sanctioned  this  combination,  that  it  thus  be  permitted 
to  spread  over  the  world  and  act  as  it  liketh,  at  all  seasons  and  in  all 
places  ?  It  may  exist  in  the  povemment,  or  the  seat  of  justice,  in  the 
jury  box,  in  the  legislature,  m  the  army,  in  the  navy,  and  even  among 
our  own  fiEimily  ;  it  may  plot  or  cabal  against  us  ;  we  are  powerless  in  its 
meshes  ;  they  may,  in  spite  of  us,  plot  together  against  us.  How  insig- 
nificant is  the  power  of  the  confessional  when  compared  to  this  ?'* 

It  is  pleasant  to  think  that>  so  far  as  regards  the  difi\iFion  of  our  frater- 
nity, this  anxious  alarmist  is  perfectly  right  The  meshes,  as  he  calls 
them,  of  masonry  do  in  truth  envelop  the  world.  From  New  York  to 
California,  from  Hong  Kong  to  London.    North  and  South,   East  and 
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Weet,  everywhere,  they  include  men  of  all  estateer  and  conditions,  and 
whether  yon  fi^o  to  ask  a  &vor  from  a  statesman  or  ^et  a  horse  shod  by 
the  blacksmith,  yon  may  find  a  "  Brother  of  the  Mystic  Tie  "  in  him  you 
seek.  So  mote  it  ever  be.  Yet,  we  do  not  see  and  do  not  know  that  any 
one  is  a  whit  the  worse  for  masonic  plots  and  cabals.  He  who  is  a  mason 
remembers  full  well  upon  what  conditions  he  became  one,  and  that  a 
masonic  lodge  has  never  had  plans  for  conspiracies  submitted  for  approvaL 
Our  fraternity,  powerful  as  it  is,  is  so  only  for  good.  It  is  powerless  for 
evil.  Direct  it  to  a  good  end,  then  every  true  mason  will  lend  his  aid, 
the  arms  of  the  fraternity  will  stretch  over  the  globe  to  assist  you,  and 
the  '* meshes"  of  the  net-work  will 

*'Feel  in  each  thread  and  live  along  the  line." 

But  try  to  turn  it  to  evil — the  strong  chain  of  brotherhood  drops  short^ 
it  ceases  to  infold  the  evil  doer,  while  it  reunites  more  firmly  than  ever' 
around  the  rest  Other  associations  have  died  away  in  thousands  in  all 
ages,  because  their  ends  were  evil  or  indefinite  and  their  purposes  narrow. 
But  masonry,  though  cursed  and  denounced,  ridiculed,  reviled  and  per^ 
secuted,  and,  alas !  too  often  perverted,  abused,  degraded  and  prostituted, 
is  still  founded  on  Truth  and  the  immutable  laws  of  the  Sovereign  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe,  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  bond  of  a  great  and  powerful 
association,  spread  over  the  whole  habitable  globe,  honored  and  protected 
by  rulers  and  statesmen,  and,  what  is  of  greater  importance  to  us,  culti* 
vated  and  cherished  by  a  multitude  of  wise  and  good,  conscientious  and 
honorable  men. 

•  •  #  #  • 

The  minutes  indicate  harmony  and  prosperity  as  prevailing  among  the 
Masonic  Brotherhood  throughout  Oregon,  and  contain  many  interesting 
items  that  we  would  gladly  notice  in  detail,  but  are  compelled  to  pass 
inth  '*a  mere  mention." 

We  note,  as  of  especial  interest,  the  able  report  of  the  conmiittee  on 
foreign  correspondence  on  the  death  of  R.  W.  Oeorge  Frank  Gouley,  late 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri— as  well  as  the  report  of 
tlie  same  committee  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba. 

The  oration  of  Brother  J.  N.  Dolph,  Grand  Orator,  is  another  and 
crowning  jewel  in  the  decorations  of  this  volume — we  wish  we  could  re- 
produce  it  here  and  thus,  by  increasing  its  readers,  extend  the  good  influ- 
eiioes  of  its  eloquent  thoughts  and  illustrations  of  the  command  **  Sit  Lux. ' 
But  we  may  not  do  so,  nor  can  we  tarry  longer  in  Oregon  than  is  neces- 
sary to  pay  our  respects  to  Brother  S.  F.  Ghadwiok,  chairman  of  the 
oommittee  on 

FOBEION  COBBKSPONDENGB, 

and  say  that  we  have  read  his  well  digested  report  and  assure  him,  if  the 
sQooeeding  Oregon  reports  reach  us  in  due  season  hereafter,  that  they 
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shall  have  ample  consideration  and  notice,  which  is  more  than  our  lim- 
ited time  and  space  will  now  permit  ns  to  accord  to  the  proceedings  of 
1877. 

OBAMD  OnnCXBS  SLBC?r. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Robert  Clow Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  B.  P.  Earhart  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS 

For  the  Year  ending  May  1»  A.  L.  5877. 

Nomber  of  Chartered  Lodges 57 

«*  of  Lodges  U.  D 1 

**  of  Liitiations « 135 

**  advanced  to  the  Degree  of  Fellow  Craft 146 

**               **        to  the  Degree  of  Master  Mason 155 

"  Admitted 106 

«*  Beinstated 12 

"  Dimitted lU 

«•  Stricken  from  theBoll » 43 

**  Suspended 6 

"  Expelled 9 

"  Died 27 

«•  Bejected 48 

*•  of  Masons.  2»a84 

PBNNSYLVAmA. 

We  have  at  length  received  the  'Abstract  of  proceedings*'  of  the  Bf.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  daring  the  year  1876.  For  want  of  which 
when  preparing  our  last  report  we  were  compelled  to  borrow  from  the 
Kew  York  proceedings  that  admirable  deliverance  of  Bro.  Bichard  Vaax, 
on  Grand  Lodge  rights  (ethics)  and  Jorisdictional  Sovereignty,  involv- 
ing  necessarily  the  ''German  Grand  Lodge  League,"  and  ''Prince  Hall 
Grand  Lodge"  ("Colored  Masonry")  controversies.  (See  Ala.  report  of 
1876,  N.  Y.,  pages  170-174). 

The  volume  before  us  contains  the  minutes  of  /out  quarterly  Commu- 
nications, one  held  March  1st,  one  June  7th,  another  September  6th,  and 
the  fourth  held  December  6th,  1876.    This  was  the  business  session  in 
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which  topics  of  finance  and  local  administration  were  discnssed  and  pro- 
vided fdr,  and  we  gather  the  following  interesting  figures  from  it 

The  balance  sheet  of  this  Grand  Lodge  foots  up  $2,091,340.57,  and 
included  among  its  assets  are  the  items  of  $1,919,196.95  Rbal  Ebtatb, 
with  TWO  Charity  Funds  aggregating  $127,987.93.  Its  receipts  for  the 
year  are  $169,451.47  and  disbursements  $158,314.61,  giving  a  surplus  of 
receipts  for  1876,  of  11,136.86.    This  looks  healthy  and  is  sound. 

The  Annual  Grand  Communication  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Decem- 
ber 27th,  5876,  *'Bro.  Robert  Clark,  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  in 
the  Chair,'*  (as  the  minutes  say).  The  Grand  Master's  Annual  Address, 
which  is  concise  and  able,  alludes  to  the  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
in  *<a  healthy  condition,"  and  says,  further,  that — 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  wiU 
show  that  the  finances  have  been  carefully  and  economically  managed, 
and  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  her  finances  is  in  a  prosperous 
state.  The  Loan  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  now  nearly  ten  per  cent  above 
par  in  the  market,  which  not  only  proves  the  confidence  of  the  people,  in 
the  Fraternity,  its  honor  and  its  integrity,  but  also  indicates  that  the 
financial  ability  manifested  in  dealing  with  this  important  subject,  is 
appreciated  and  understood. 

He  combiends  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  quarterly  CommU'> 

nication  in  adopting  the  following  resolution  recognizing   the  Grand 

Lodge  of  Cuba: 

**  Bescived,  That  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,  hereby 
acknowledge  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  and  extends  to  her  that  true  Masonic  greeting  as  a  Supreme 
and  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Fraternity  of  Free  Masons,  which  oon- 
stitntes  the  foundation  of  universal  amity  and  intercourse  between  all 
regular  Sovereign  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Craft" 

He  issued  the  following  edict  against  Canada's  revolting  subjects  of 

**Ontario."    We  copy  it  to  preserve  in  our  record  a  very  proper  and 

forcible  "general  order,"  emanating  from  a  jurisdiction  whose  acts, 

methods  and  opinions  have  high  authority  among  Masons  universally: 

To  ike  Wor^dgfid  Ma9ter,  Officers  and 

Members  qf  the  various  Lodges  cf  Free  and 

Accepted  Masons  of  this  Jurisdiction : 


WkereaSt  It  appears  to  us  from  the  Masonic  information  received,  that 
a  body  of  persons  styling  themselves  a  "Grand  Lodse  of  Ontario,"  in  the 
X)ominion  of  Canada,  purporting  to  be  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  is 
now  claiming  to  exercise  the  power  of  a  duly  organized  Grand  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

^ow,  in  order  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  most  Ancient  and  Honora- 
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ble  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  its  landmarks  and  lawftil 
authority,  as  well  as  to  support  the  authority  of  all  regular  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  Craft,  We,  Robebt  Glabk,  Rioht  Wobshipful  Gband  Master  of 
Masons  in  Penfisyluania,  and  Masordc  jurisdidion  ihereimto  hdorvjing^  do 
hereby  interdict  all  intercourse  or  Masonic  communication  by  and 
between  the  Lodges  under  the  authority  of  this  so-called  "Grand  Lodge 
of  Ontario/'  untU  further  notice. 

ROBERT  CLARK, 

Grand  Mader, 


FOBEION  OOBBESPONDENGE. 

Bro.  Vaux,  Chairman,  furnishes  the  report  on  this  topic,  reviewing  very 
briefly  the  proceedings  of  44  Grand  Lodges,  including  Alabama,  minutes 
of  1875.  He  remarks  on  Grand  Master  Wilson's  address  of  that  year,  as 
fbllows: 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  plain,  practical  paper.  It  contains 
several  decisions  of  interest  to  that  jurisdiction.  We  quote  one  which  is 
novel. 

The  Grand  Master  decides  that  a  woman  who  is  divorced  from  her  hus- 
band is  not  a  competent  witness  against  him  (he  being  a  brother  Mason) 
.  in  a  Masonic  tribunal,  as  to  matters  or  things  which  transpired  during 
coverture,  and  could  be  such  ^tness  as  to  matters  occurring  subse- 
qne&Uy  to  the  divorce. 

This  report  of  Bro.  Vaux  is  all  too  brief  to  satisfy  our  cravings  for  his 

writings,  but  we  thank  him  for  deliverances  in  other  portions  of  these 

minutes  notably  on  Grand  Lodge  Sovereignty,  heretofore  alluded  to,  and 

his  resume  of  history  bearing  upon  Cuban  recognition,  which  is  a  very 

valuable  paper  and  quite  acceptable  *^ust  now.*^ 

OBAND  OttLCSBA, 

M.  W.  {&iey  say  R.  W,)  Robert  Clark Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  John  Thomson Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTIGB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 371 

Initiated 1,781 

Aflaiiated  (1875) 424 

Dimitted  (1875) 616 

Suspended  and  expelled 1)019 

Died : 472 

Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons  (27th  Dec  1874) 38,176 


«( 
It 
•« 
<i 
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QUEBEC. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Qubbbo  held  an  Emergent  Gommnnication, 
assembling  July  15th,  1876,  to  "attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  M.  W.  Aldis 
Bernard,  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,"  and  a 
Mason  worthy  of  the  '*  ample**  honors  thus  accorded  to  his  obsequies. 

Its  Seventh  Annual  Communication  was  convened  in  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal on  the  27th  day  of  September,  A.  L.  5876. 

Present,  M.  W.  J.  H.  Graham,  Grand  Master,  with  a  oonstitational 
number  of  Lodges  represented,  and  a  large  attendance  of  Past  Masters 
and  Vast  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  interesting  and  appropriate  annual  ad- 
dress, from  which  we  extract  some  paragraphs  of  interest^  viz : 

He  says  of  the  "Cbait**  in  that  jurisdiction — 

<*The  year  just  dosed  has,  in  general,  been  one  of  peace,  harmony  and 
prosperity  within  our  borders  and  throughout  the  masonic  world.  The 
workmen  in  our  temples  have,  with  commendable  zeal  and  fidelity, 
devoted  themselves  to  their  allotted  tasks,  so  that  their  overseers  have 
had  but  little  of  which  to  complain  and  much  to  praise ;  and  thus  we 
tarust  it  may  always  be,  so  that  peace  may  ever  be  within  our  walls  and 
prosperity  within  our  palaces,  and  that  at  last  each  one,  having  finished 
his  Iftbors,  m^  receive  the  welcome  plaudit  from  ite  Great  Master 
Workman,  "  Well  done,  good  and  f^thful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord." 

And  of 

LODOB  IKGOMBS  AND  OUTLAYS. 

It  seems  particularly  necessary  that  I  should  call  the  especial  attention 
of  the  representatives  of  Lodges,  in  Grand  Lodge  assembled,  to  the  very 
important  subject  of  Lodge  incomes  and  expenditures.  All  funds  of  the 
Lodge  should  safely  and  profitably  be  invested  or  deposited  in  savings  or 
other  bcmks,  by  the  proper  officers,  as  frequently  as  even  a  small  amount 
is  on  band ;  and  a  semi-annual  or  annual  official  report  of  the  same  be 
made  to  the  Lodge ;  and  moneys  should  be  dra¥m  fi^m  its  funds  only^  as 
needed  for  the  relief  of  urgent  distress,  except  after  due  consideration 
by  the  Lodge  or  by  its  officers,  as  prescribed  by  the  by-laws.  I  fear  that 
some  Lodges  ar<«  too  remiss  in  regard  to  this  important  matter.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  also  that  some  Lodges  need  admonition  in  regard  to  their  vari- 
ous expenditures.  Over  frequent  after  labor  refreshment  ought  not  to  be 
indulged  in  at  the  expense  of  the  Lodffe,  perhaps  not  oftener  than  quar- 
terly, and  should  then  be  governed  by  a  rigid  but  generous  economy, 
and  the  strictest  regard  for  the  best  possible  promotion  of  social  int^- 
ooorse.  I  fear  also  that  some  Lodges  are  too  fond  of  mere  display  in  fit- 
ting up  their  lodge  rooms,  and  are  sometimes  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
emulate  or  outdo  their  older  and  perhaps  wealthier  neighbors,  while 
something  less  expensive  would  be  amply  sufficient,  and  would  leave  more 
16 


242  APPENDIX.  [1877. 

funds  for  the  great  purpose  of  true  benevolence  and  the  more  abundant 
relief  of  our  brethren  or  their  widows  or  orphans  in  distress.  My  breth- 
ren, think  of  these  things. 

He  condemns  the  ''Ontario"  movement,  but  leans  somewhat  towards 
sympathy  with  and  extenuation  of  the  revolt  (we  think). 

He  disposes  of  the  colored  question  with  a  few  very  apt  remarks,  as 
follows : 

*'  It  appears  to  me  to  be  far  better  for  the  colored  people  themselves, 
for  us  patiently  to  await  the  more  full  development  of  their  destiny  on 
this  continent.  The  gravest  possible  doubts  exist  in  my  own  mind  as  to 
the  regularity  of  any  of  those  so-called  Lodges  of  colored  Freemasons, 
either  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  and  hence  if  they  are  irregular,  as 
I  believe,  no  proposals  for  their  recognition  can  be  entertained  by  this  or 
any  other  duly  constituted  Grand  Lodge ;  the  more  especially  as  these 
so-called  colored  Grand  Lodges  claim  to  exist  where  regular  and  duly 
constituted  and  recognized  Grand  Lodges  of  Freemasons  exist  already . 
**  Freemasons  are  of  all  nations,  tongues,  kindreds  and  languages,'*  but 
all  regular  private  Lodges  alone  have  the  initial  and  final  right  to  decide 
who  shall  or  shall  not  become  regular  members  of  our  Fraternity,  and 
no  new  regular  private  Lodges  can  be  created  except  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  no  proposition  for  the  recognition 
of  any  Grand  Lodge  should  be  entertained  except  on  the  basis  of  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  each  Grand  Lodge  within  its  prescribed  and  lawful 
territory. 

Our  constitutions  do  not  require  any  **fif!^nlh"  or  other  amendments 
to  meet  the  wants  of  all  people,  or  to  conserve  the  just  rights  of  all  regu- 
lar Lodges  of  Freemasons  of  every  color." 

The  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Quebec  (like  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada)  has  its 
**  Board  of  General  Purposes,"  (a  very  able  one  too, )  whose  duty  it  is, 
both  at  the  Grand  Communications  and  during  recess  (*' all  the  year 
round  *')>  to  consider  all  questions  affecting  the  interests  of  the  '*Cbapt,*' 
advise  with  the  officers  in  reference  thereto,  aiid  also  act  as  a  committee 
of  reference  and  consultation  on  ''jurisprudence." 

With  such  a  committee,  well  chosen,  uniformity  of  legislation,  and 
prudent  action  in  all  respects,  is  secured,  as  is  the  case  in  this  Grand 
Body.  These  Brethren  keep  the  faith  "in  the  unity  of  the  spirit,"  and 
in  good  fellowship,  presenting  a  record  very  creditable  to  themselves  and 
instructive  to  others. 

OBANP  OFFICSBS  SLBCT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  Dunbar  (of  <^ebec) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Isaacson  (of  Montreal) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges  (with  4  U.  D.) 59 
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Work, 

Namber  Initiated 306 

Passed 294 

Raised 276 

Aflaiiated 88 

Restored 16 

Dimitted 167 

"        Suspended 58 

Died 35 

•*        Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 2,716 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  **  State  of  Rhode 
IsLAMD  AND  Fbovidence  PLANTATIONS,"  for  the  year  ending  May  15th,  1876, 
aro  presented  in  a  neatly  printed  and  beautifully  illustrated  Tolnme  of 
over  170  pages.  The  pleasure  of  its  perusal  abounding,  as  it  does,  in 
good  and  enjoyable  reading  is  somewhat  dashed  by  our  inability  to  trans- 
fer any  of  its  treasurer  of  Masonic  literature  to  our  pages;  time  and  space 
alike  forbidding  any  such  extracts  as  would  do  justice  to  their  merits. 

The  proceedings  embrace  the  minutes  of  this  Grand  Lodge — 

First,  at  a  Festival  GoactfUNicATioN,  held  at  '^Masons  Hall,"  Thursday, 
Jane  21th,  1875,  under  the  Presidency  of  M.  W.  G.  M.  Nicholas  Van 
Slyck,  and  was  "opened  in  Ample  Form  on  the  Entebkd  Apprentices 
DzoBEE."  The  procession  was  thereupon  formed  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
(of  ApprenUces)  marched  to  the  appointed  place,  escorted  by  100  Sir 
Knights  ''with  music  and  banners,*'  and  laid  the  comer  stone  of  the 
**City  Hall,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,"  in  due  and  ancient  form,  this 
being  the  work  and  duty  for  which  this  assemblage  was  convened.  The 
minutes  include,  besides  full  and  interesting  details  of  the  ceremony, 
three  chaste  and  eloquent  adrlrerises;  one  by  His  Honor,  Mayor  Doyle,  ap- 
propriately renewing  the  invitation  of  the  city  to  the  Grand  Master  to 
•(place  the  comer  stone"  with  Masonic  ceremonies. 

The  second  a  <*Eulogy  on  Masonry"  by  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain 
Henry  W.  Rugg — earnest  and  eloiiuent— and  the  last  an  oration  by  R.  W. 
Horatio  Rogers,  of  decided  merit  and  force.  We  cannot  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  quoting  two  paragraphs  from  the  second  ot  these  addresses,  allu- 
ding briefly  to  the  history  of  this  ceremonial,  viz: 

Two  hundred  years  ago  the  comer  stone  of  the  fifth  a  jd  present  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral  in  London,  was  laid.  The  grand  and  majestic  structure 
which  now  rears  its  noble  proportion  above  the  ashes  of  many  temples 
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that  previously  had  stood  npon  the  sacred  site,  was  designed  by  Sir  Chris- 
topher Wren,  whose  rare  architectural  skill  was  only  matched  by  his 
acquirements  in  natural  philosophy  and  other  sciences.  One  of  the  first 
architects  and  s<.-holars  of  his  time,  he  was  likewise  the  Grand  Master  of 
Masons,  and  by  his  hand  it  was,  with  the  Craft  assembled  about  him,  and 
by  the  same  ceremonies  we  observe  to-day,  that  the  comer  stone  of  that 
wonderful  building  was  placed. 

Eighty-three  years  ago  the  comer  stone  of  the  National  Capitol  was  laid 
in  accordance  with  ancient  Masonic  usages.  President  Washington, 
whose  name  is  a  household  word  throughout  our  land,  acted  as  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  on  that  occasion,  placed  the  comer  stone,  and  caused 
the  com,  the  wine  and  the  oil  to  be  poured  thereon,  employing  these  em- 
blems with  the  same  significance  that  now  attaches  to  their  use. 

A  Special  Oommunioatiorii  held  July  3d,  1875,  was  followed  by  the  Semi- 
annual, assembled  November  15th,  1875,  both  devoted  to  the  work  of  the 
Lodge. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1876,  the  86th  Anitdal  CoMicnMiCATioN  assembled. 
"Present,  M.  W.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  with  other  officers  and  members  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge." 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  long  and  very  interesting  message, 
and  we  especially  commend  his  views,  which  are  full  and  intelligent 
upon  * 'Clandestine  Masons"  and  the  **Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,"  closing  his 
remarks  on  the  Ohio  resolutions,  proposing  to  recognize  a  colored  Grand 
Lodge  tcilhin  its  territory,  thus: 

The  Grand  Lodge  or  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  Ohio  may  make  as 
many  Masons  out  of  the  negro  race  as  it  pleases,  and  wo  must  and  will 
recognize  those  so  made  as  Freemasons— out  we  deny  its  power  to  give 
any  Masonic  vitality  to  any  other  Grand  Body,  it  cannot  delegate  its 
jurisdiction,  nor  exercise  it  jointly  with  another,  but  must  exercise  it 
itself  and  for  itself.  We  may  be  permitted  to  hope  that  wise  counsels 
may  govern  its  action. 

Another  comer  stone  ceremonial  next  engages  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  with  the  formalities  and  ceremonies  (as  before),  the 
work  of  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  '  'Providence  County  Court  House" 
(by  request  of  the  Legislature)  is  amply  performed.  Two  addresses  of 
merit  and  interest  were  delivered  on  this  occasion,  one  a  eulogy  on 
Masonry,  by  Rev.  William  N.  Ackley,  the  other  an  oration  by  Judge 
John  H.  StinesS)  after  which  the  procession  was  * -again  formed  and 
marched  to  the  Hall,  where  *lhe  Entered  Apprentices*  Lodge  was  closed 
in  Ample  Form."  One  singular  and  unpleasant  incident  we  note,  as 
divulged  in  the  minutes  of  the  Semi-annual  Communication,  where  a  W. 
M.  was  suspended  for  contempt  of  authority  in  failing  to  wear  a  **62acfc 
ailk  hoi  on  the  2ith  June,'^  as  required  to  do  by  Edicts  I    * 'Regulation." 
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OBAMD  0FFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Nicholas  Van  Slyok,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

IL  W.  Bro.  Edwin  Baker,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Working  Lodges 31 

Work. 

Nomber  Initiated 138 

"       Passed 12G 

••       Baised 130 

Affiliated 128 

«*       Bestored 3 

••       Dimitted 15 

**       Suspended  and  Expelled 8 

Died. 47 

**       of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 3, 910 

SOUTH  OABOLINA. 

The  prooeedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Soath 
Oarolina  reach  ns  in  a  neatly  printed  volome  of  100  pages,  giying  the 
minutes  of  1876  in  a  style  notable  for  clearness  and  system,  uniform  with 
preyious  reports  from  this  jurisdiction. 

June  8th,  1876,  a  special  Communication  was  conyened  at  Charleston 
*to  lay  the  comer  stone  of  the  monument  to  be  erected"  *  *  <*in  this 
city  to  the  memory  of  the  defenders  of  Fort  Moultrie."  It  was  attended 
by  the  Grand  officers,  together  with  "Bepresentatiyes  and  Past  Masters 
from  many  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Fobh 
(aMA9TEBsIiODOE?or  E.  A.,  as  in  Rhode  Island?),  by  M  W.  Grand 
Master  Wilmot  G.  De  Sausure.  This  ceremonial  was  conducted  with  the 
imposing  forms  peculiar  to  the  Fraternity,  a  large  military  **tum  out," 
displayed  as  escort^  adding  to  the  zest  and  eclat  of  the  occasion.  Wo 
copy  the  minute  of  one  pleasant  and  important  historical  incident  of  the 
occasion,  yiz: 

A  OEMTENNIAL  TBOWEL, 

Mr.  K  T.  Viett,  the  architect,  carried  the  si^yer  trowel,  silyer  sj^uare 
and  silyer  plumb.    The  trowel  is  the  same  one  used  by  the  ICarquis  Ia» 
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Fayette  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  De  Kftlb  Monument  in 
Camden.  The  blado  is  of  solid  silver,  and  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion: 

Made  for 

Brother  La  Fayette, 

To  lay  the  Comer  Stone  of  the 

De  Kalb  Monument, 

1825. 

The  handle  is  of  ivory,  and  has  attached  to  it  a  musty  and  aged  ribbon, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  tied  to  it  by  the  Marquis  himself.  It  was 
originally  blue,  but  has  become  gray  from  the  effects  of  age. 

And  then— **saji5  ceremonie'*  -introduced  the  Pbb-centennial  Commu- 
nication of  this  Grand  Body,  which  held  its  (1 00th)  one  HX7in>B£i>TH  an- 
nual assemblage  in  Charleston,  December  l2th  and  13th,  A.  L.  5876. 
Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Wilmot  G.  De  Saussure,  and  the  Kepresenta- 
tives  of  160  Lodges.  The  Lodge  having  been  opened  in  Ample  Fobm  "on 
the  third  degree  of  Masonry,"  the  Grand  Master  delivered  his  annual 
addrehs,  which  is  characteristically  able  and  appropriate,  is  indeed  a 
model  message.  We  have  room  for  only  one  extract,  and  quote  the  fol- 
lowing brief  narrative  of  the  history  of  the 

GRAND  LODOB  OF  THE  STA^E  OF  80X7TH   CABOLINA. 

Masonry  was  inaugurated  in  this  jurisdiction  by  the  organization  of 
Solomon's  Lodge,  No  1,  on  29th  October,  1736.  A  Provincial  Grand 
Lodge  was  organized  certainly  as  early  as  1737.  In  1754,  a  new  organ- 
ization was  made  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge.  In  1777,  the  Provin- 
cial Grand  Lodge  declared  itself  the  Independent  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina.  The  next  year  will,  consequently,  be  the  Cen- 
tennial year  of  the  Independent  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, of  which  Colonel  Barnard  Elliott  was  lirst  Grand  Master.  It  is 
proper  that  such  event  be  appropriately  obser\'ed,  and  the  attention  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  is  invited  to  the  subject.  From  this  statement  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  present  Communication  could  appropriately  have  been 
called  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-ninth.  It  has,  however,  been  pre- 
ferred to  number  it  as  the  ninety-ninth,  dating  from  the  organization  of 
the  Independent  State  Grand  Lodge.  As  a  Grand  Lodge,  thai  of  Soutli 
Carolina  is  one  of  the  oldest,  ii  not  the  oldest  in  America. 

From  the  financial  reports,  we  gather  that  their  debt,  which  we  have 
heretofore  noticed  as  embarrassing,  is  steadily  decreasing.  Pay  it  off 
brethren,  and  let  your  *'  centennial ''  be  a  year  of  fbeedom  from  that  ty- 
rant at  least  The  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby,  appears  very 
creditably  in  the  business  of  this  Grand  Communication,  as  well  in  its 
matter  as  in  the  arrangement  of  its  minutes,  and  one  of  his  valuable  con- 
tributions to  the  work  is  the  ^por(  oxx 
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rOBBION  COBBXSPONDICNGK, 

Which  (though  condensed  a  trifle  too  much,  we  think,)  lacks  nothing 
of  the  yigor  and  excellencies  of  his  former  cflforts  in  that  department. 

He  reviews  considerately  and  fraternally  the  proceedings  of  50  fifty 

Grand  Lodges,  giving  to  Alabama,  minutes  bf  1875,  full  space  and  kindly 

mention.     Says  of  G.  M.  Wilson's  address  of  that  year : 

W*e  admire  Brother  Wilson's  style  of  address.  It  is  terse  and  clear, 
and  does  not  indulge  in  any  rhetorical  flourishes. 

He  approves  most  of  his  decisions,  but  notes  an  exception  to  one  of 
them  as  follows  (and  we  remark  here  that  Bro.  Inglesby's  opinion  is  con- 
curred in  by  many  objecting  Reviewers),  viz : 

He  decides  that  restoration  from  indefinite  suspension  does  not  restore 
to  Lod(?e  membership.  Now  it  seems  to  us  that  restoration  brings  with 
it  a  resumption  of  all  the  rights  and  functions,  the  exercise  of  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  sentence  of  suspension — in  other  words,  the 
suspension  having  been  removed,  the  brother  is  restored  to  the  position 
which  he  occupied  before  the  sentence  had  been  inflicted. 

Says  also  that — 

The  Committee  on '*  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,'*  submit- 
ted a  report,  in  which  they  set  out  in  exienso  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions in  the  cases  under  consideration,  and  two  of  them  are  by  no  means 
refined  or  ele^nt  reading.  As  we  said  last  year,  there  are  cases  where 
such  publications  are  necessary  for  the  information  and  instruction  of 
the  Craft,  but  where  it  is  not  necessary,  we  decidedly  object  to  washing 
our  dirty  linen  in  public. 

And  thus  kindly  greets  our  first  fledgeling  of  reportorial  incubation  : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Oliver  S, 
Beers,  and  ably  reviews  forty-three  Grand  Lodges,  occupying  one  hun* 
dred  and  seventy-three  pages.  We  have  read  this  report  with  pleasure 
and  profit,  and  welcome  Brother  Beers  into  the  corps. 

Thanks,  and  au  revoir  mon  ami 

GBAND  OFTIOEBS  ELECT, 

H.  W.  Bro.  Wilmot  G.  DeSaussure  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS, 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 180 

(and  4  U.  P.) 
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Work. 

Hmnber  Degrees  conferred 1,026 

•*       Erased  from  Koll 333 

Dimitted 215 

••        Died 100 

Whole  number  oi  Enrolled  Master  Masons. 7,346 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Sixty-third  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee  conyened  in  Nashville  on  Monday,  the  13ih  of 
Noyember,  A.  L.  5876.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  J.  G.  Cawood, 
who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Bepresentatiyes  of  a  constitutional  num- 
ber ot  Subordinate  Lodges,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  AmfiiE  Fobic 
The  Grand  Master's  address  is  short  and  direct,  devoted  almost  entirely 
to  local  occurrences.  We  give  his  exordium  paragraph  : 
Brdhrtn  cf  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  meet  to-day  in  the  unsullied  atmosphere  of  universal  benevolence, 
and  into  the  ocean  of  the  great  heart  of  Masonry  hundreds  of  clear 
streams  and  rivulets  of  harmony  and  fraternal  affection  continue  to  flow. 
Tiue  writes  no  lineaments  of  deca^  upon  the  brow  of  the  time-honored 
principles  which  vitalize  our  associations.  In  this  the  hundredth  year  of 
American  Independence — one  of  as  much,  or  perhaps  more,  historic  sig- 
nificance as  any  which  has  preceded  it — amidst  the  strife  and  confusion 
so  peculiar  to  our  American  institutions  in  political  contests,  it  affords  a 
field  of  the  greatest  gratitude  to  see  that  the  Fraternity  have  preserved 
that  mental  equipoise  which  characterizes  the  true  Craftsman,  and 
throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  harmony  and  brotherly  love  prevail, 
and  a  degree  of  pros])erity  commensurate  with  the  stringency  of  the 
times  marks  the  efforts  of  the  Brotherhood.  While  we  meet  to  take 
counsel  together  for  our  mutual  edification  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Or- 
der the  world  over,  it  is  meet  that  our  hearts  should  be  replete  with 
praises  and  thanksgiving  to  the  great  Author  of  our  being. 

And  also  his  allusion  to  Alabama's  refusal  to  reciprocate  the  conveni- 
ence of  ** crossing  the  border"  for  working  material,  etc,  viz : 

I  received  a  communication  from  the  W.  M.  of  McCallum  Lodge  No. 
350,  dated  Nov.  17,  1875,  from  which  I  learned  that  McCallum  Lodge  had 
been  making  Masons  of  citizens  living  in  Alabama,  near  the  State  line, 
and  that  Lodges  in  Alabama  were  complaining  at  a  violation  of  courtesy. 
I  at  once  addressed  a  note  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Alabama, 
Brother  P.  J.  Pillans,  who  informed  me  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
had  never  granted  us  the  privilege  of  making  Masons  of  citizens  of  Ala- 
bama, and  kindly  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
upon  that  subject  I  at  once  addressed  an  order  to  McCallum  Lodge  to 
dedst  from  an^  fikiiher  violations  of  oourtesy. 
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The  Committee  on  Jniispradence  reporting  upon  this  portion  of  Grand 
Master's  address,  say: 

They  approye  of  the  action  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  as  to  theLodces 
adjoining  the  Jurisdiotion  of  Alabama;  and,  as  onr  sister  Grand  Lodge 
in  Alabama  does  not  deem  it  expedient  to  extend  the  same  privilege  to 
US  that  we  would  extend  to  them,  as  mentioned  in  Edict  5,  we  would  re- 
commend that  no  privilege  he  granted  to  the  Lodges  in  Alabama  to  re- 
ceive petitions  from  residents  in  Tennessee,  near  the  Jurisdiction  of  said 
State,  for  initiation  or  advancement ;  and  that  the  Lodges  in  Tennessee 
near  the  Jurisdiction  of  Alabama  are  prohibited  from  receiving  any  peti- 
tion fh>m  the  residents  of  Alabama  for  like  purpose. 

The  business  of  the  communication  was  confined  mainly  to  local  and 
routine  work,  to  which  diligent  attention  having  been  given,  its  labors 
closed  Nov.  15th,  P.  M.,  1876. 

OBAKD  OFnCEBS  SUKT* 

M.  W.  Bro.  £.  Edmundson  (Pulaski) Grand  Master. 

BL  W.  Bro.  John  Frizzell  (Nashville) Grand  Secretary. 

BTATISnCB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 396 

and  8  U.  D. 

Work, 

Knmber  Initiated 693 

Passed 635 

Boised 668 

AfUiated 414 

Restored 97 

Dimitted 870 

Dropped  from  Boll 455 

Suspended  and  Expelled 393 

Died 249 

Whole  number  of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 18,fi35 

TEXAS. 

The  minutes  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Texas  at  its 
(41)  Forty-first  Grand  Annual  Communication,  convened  in  Houston 
Thursday,  December  the  14th,  A.  L.  5876,  are  before  us  and  indicate  one 
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of  those  ordinary  but  oseftil  and  necessary  sessions  where  good  work  is 
done  and  good  results  follow. 

llie  Grnnd  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  **a  constitutional  num- 
ber being  represented,'*  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Marcus  F.  Mott,  whose 
annual  address  is  long,  but  interesting,  and  well  calculated  to  promote 
the  good  of  Masonry  wherever  read  and  heeded. 

He  explains  thus  the  change  of  date  of  meetings  from  June  to  Decem- 
ber: 

Bbsthben — You  have  assembled  just  six  months  from  your  last  Com- 
munication, in  compliance  with  a  constitutional  amendment  fixing  the 
time  of  meeting  at  the  second  Thursday  in  December  of  each  year;  and 
to-day  you  open  the  Forty-first  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Texas.  It  seems  to  me  peculiarly  appropriate  that  the  annual 
assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
Crops  have  been  harvested,  the  business  of  the  season  brought  to  a  close, 
and  we  can  rest  awhile  from  our  secular  labors  to  devote  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  Masonry,  untrammeled  by  the  distracting  cares  of 
business  pursuits.  The  harvester  and  husbandman  have  reaped  the  re- 
sults of  their  hardy  toil,  and  laid  away  the  rich  fruits  of  the  earth,  earned 
by  their  skill  and  labor.    As  they  have  sown,  so  have  they  reaped. 

He  says: 

The  tendency  to  multiplv  Lodges,  and  the  weakness  and  inefficiency  of 
many  now  upon  our  rolls,  have  been  so  constantly  called  to  your  atten- 
tion by  my  distinguished  predecessors,  it  would  be  reiterating  **a  thrice 
told  tale"  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  subject  I  appreciate  fully  aU  that 
they  have  so  well  said.  The  officers  who  are  invested  with  the  power  of 
granting  Dispensations  can  somewhat  lessen  the  evil  by  keeping  them- 
selves within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  care- 
fully informing  themselves  of  the  merits  of  each  case  as  the  same  is  pre- 
sented. 

He  speaks  of.  one  case  of  insubordination  where  a  Lodge  appointed  a 
committee  **to  consider  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  creating 
the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer,  and  to  prepare  a  written  remonstrance  ask- 
ing a  repeal  of  the  edict,  and  requesting  the  other  Lodges  to  join  in  the 
remonstrance." 

And  a  circular  of  this  character  having  been  issued  and  circulated 
among  the  Lodges,  contrary  to  the  remonstmnce  or  prohibition  of  the 
District  D.  G.  Master,  discipline  was  enforced  and  the  charter  of  the  of- 
fending Lodge  suspended. 

The  Grand  Master  was  compelled  to  *'  too  the  mark,"  and  **  hew  to  the 
line  "  of  ancient  rule  in  one  important  decision,  (the  only  one  that  he  re- 
ports), thus : 

Quedion. — '*Does  the  loss  of  the  first  toe  of  the  right  foot  disqualify 
an  applicant  from  being  made  a  Mason  ? 
Answer.  — It  does. 
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In  regard  to  the  physical  qualifications  of  a  candidate,  I  know  of  but 
one  safe  rule  to  follow.  The  candidate  must  be  without  maim  or  blem- 
jpL     In  other  words,  he  most  be  sound  in  mind  and  member. 

In  the  ancient  charges,  it  is  said  that  no  master  should  take  an  appren- 
tice unless  he  has  sufficient  employment  for  him,  and  unless  he  be  a  per- 
fect youth,  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body.  To  adopt  any  other 
rule  than  this  would  be  to  leave  the  question  of  physical  aualification  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Masters  of  Lodges.  Each  would  judge  for  himself 
to  what  extent  the  candidate  was  qualified,  and  perhaps  no  two  would 
determine  the  question  exactly  alike.  If  the  rule  is  to  be  relaxed,  and 
the  general  idea  promulgated  that  the  candidate  must  be  posseased  of 
only  such  physical  qualifications  as  will  eiiiible  him  to  make  himself 
known,  no  one  but  the  Master,  under  whose  control  the  work  is  per- 
formed, can  determine  the  question .  It  might  seem  to  one  that  a  one- 
eyed  man  is  capable,  to  another  that  a  man  with  a  cork  leg  is  eligible, 
and  so  on  almost  through  the  entire  category  of  physical  defects.  I 
am  aware  that  for  some  years  after  the  war  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  re- 
lax the  ancient  rule,  and  in  some  instances  the  effort  was  successfuL  It 
had  its  origin  in  the  generous  sentiment  which  prompted  brethren  to  be- 
stow upon  the  disabled  soldier,  who  bore  the  scars  of  honorable  battle, 
the  benefits  of  the  mystic  tie,  and  in  many  cases  the  appeal  was  irresisti- 
ble. Calm  reflection,  however,  is  illustrating  the  mistake  of  ever  having 
permitted  principle  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  dictates  of  expediency  or  sen- 
timent, and  Grand  Bodies  are  gradually  drifting  back  to  the  safe  anchor- 
age of  the  ancient  regulations  and  usages. 

A  very  proper  decision,  and  very  appropriately  defended. 

The  following  resolution,  unaninwusly  adopted,  cancels  a  premature 

and  very  unwise  act  of  the  last  session,  and  rights  the  wrong  done  to 

Canada,  and  to  the  principle  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  as  well,  viz. : 

Besdvedf  That  the  resolution  extending  fraternal  greeting  to  and  ask- 
ing intimate  intercourse  and  acquaintance  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  On- 
tario, passed  by  th\^  Grand  Lodge  in  June,  A.  L.  5876,  found  on  page  46 
of  the  printed  proceedings,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Texas  had  in  gold,  silver,  and  currency,  a  large  balance  in  her  Treas- 

uiy,  which,  when  we  first  reached  the  figures,  appeared  as  a  peculiar 

mark  of  prosperity,  but,  on  inquiry,  it  is  found  to  be  only  a  cash  asset, 

about  to  be  absorbed  by  over-balancing  liabilities,  as  the  following  report 

attests : 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  money  received  and  disbursed 
since  your  Communication  in  June.  The  amounts  received,  including 
the  bidance  then  on  hand,  amounts  to  $20,444  62,  and  there  have  been 
paid  out,  on  proper  vouchers  submitted,  $6,085  61,  leaving  in  the  Treas- 
ury $14,359,  subject  to  count  of  such  committee  as  may  be  designated. 

The  funds  now  on  hand  will  permit  the  payment  of  that  portion  of  the 
debt  due  to  M.  M.  Crews,  and  all  interest  due  on  the  Anderson  debt 

I  also  append  a  statement  of  the  funds  received  for  Texas  Masonic  Or- 
phans' Home,  showing  amount  now  in  my  hands,  $179  41. 

FratemaUy  submitted,  BENJ.  A.  BOTTS, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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FOBXIOM  00BBX8P0NDEMGB 

Is  reported  upon  by  Brother  K  H.  Gushing,  Chairman,  who  revie^ 
with  appropriate  comment  the  proceedings  of  (only)  eighteen  Grand 
Lodges,  all,  we  presume,  that  had  reached  him  in  the  half  year  elapsed 
since  his  report  of  Jane,  1876. 

Alabama  for  1876  should  haye  reached  him  in  time  for  this  report,*  but, 
from  some  cause,  is  not  included,  and  we  will  wait  for  the  next  reyiew  for 
the  satisiiEiction  of  hearing  from  Brother  G.  on  that  document,  and  we  re- 
serve ourselves  for  that  pleasantly  anticipated  occasion. 

GBAMD  0FFIGES8  XLBCT« 

H.  W.  Bro.  Marcus  F.  Mott  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Bro.  George  H.  Bringhurst  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

UTAH. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Communication  pf  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah 
assembled  in  Salt  Lake  City  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  day  of  November,  A. 
L.  6876,  and  we  have  before  us  the  proceedings  thereof  in  a  neatly 
printed  volume  of  well  arranged  and  interesting  minutes. 

A  quorum  having  answered  to  roll  call,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Amfia  Fobm. 

A  petition,  from  the  Lodges  interested,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  dedicate 
their  new  Hall,  was  received,  and,  in  compliance  with  its  request,  the 
Grand  Lodge  *'  performed  the  ceremonies  of  dedication  agreeable  to  the 
Ancismt  Formjjul^"  Following  the  ceremony,  we  note  the  delivery  of  an 
Oration  by  the  B.  W.  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Frank  'lilford,  which  is 
printed  in  the  minutes,  and  is  well  worthy  of  that  honor,  for  it  is  really 
an  instructive,  eloquent,  and  enjoyable  deliverance. 

Thia  duty  performed,  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  with  its  regular 
routine  of  labor;  and  Grand  Master  Edmund  P.  Johnson  gave  an  account 
of  his  Stewardship  in  a  very  comprehensive  and  able  Annual  Address, 
discussing  under  appropriate  headings  the  following  subjects : 

LoDOBs  OF  SoBBOw — Commending  the  custom. 

Life  Mxicbebskip — Advising  its  adoption  by  the  Lodges  through  By- 
laws providing  for  one  large  {say  $100  00)  contribution  instead  of  annual 
dues,  to  constitute  life  membership,  when  desired  by  the  member  dis- 
posed to  purchase  such  privilege. 

MASOiao  Amwivekhabtto — Recommending  their  observance  and  im- 
provement as  occasions  for  enjoyment  and  instruction. 

•Impoflsible.  Alftbama  for  1870  was  only  ten  days  before  Texas  for  1876.  Oar  «■• 
teemed  Bro.  Meen,  nsmally  so  correct,  has  overlooked  the  dates^-OiAXD  BscaxzAsr. 
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"GoiiOBED  LoDOBs"— Opposing  the  Ohio  resolutions  of  1876  as  in  con- 
flict with  the  established  doctrine  of  exclusive  territorial  jurisdiction; 
yet  he  is  not  unfriendly  to  colored  men,  and  opposes  the  introduction  of 
the  ** color  line''  as  a  Masonic  test. 

Masonic  Dispiatb — He  condemns  as  opposed  to  the  quiet  and  unosten- 
tatious mission  of  Masonry. 

Commends  the  Beport  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  Brother  Diehl, 

and  yery  proporly,  too,  we  think,  urges  the  claims  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

Library  (another  of  Brother  D.'s  good  works);  and  declares,  as  w«  do, 

that  Masonry  is  a  Beligion,  and  .  says  on  this  subject  (we  quote  only  a 

part  of  his  remarks) : 

Beligion  is  defined  to  be,  **Any  system  of  faith  and  worehip."  The 
religion  of  Masonry  is  a  trust  in,  and  the  worship  of,  Almighty  God,  the 
Creator  of  the  Uniyerse,  who  controls  the  destinies  of  all  created  beings. 
This  much  being  accepted,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  particular  creeds 
and  dogmas.  I^t  each  individual  Mason  hold  his  own  views  as  to  what 
beliefs  and  actions  are  necessary  to  his  eternal  salvation.  A  livijag  faith 
in  Qodt  a  full  sense  of  individual  responsibility  to  Him,  and  a  life  of 
virtue  and  morality,  is  what  Masonry  requires  of  its  votaries.  All  else  is 
left  to  the  iudividnal  consciences  of  the  Brethren.  That  is  the  religion 
of  Masonry;  and  he  who  does  not  subscribe  to  it,  casts  aside  the  teach- 
ings and  ground  work  of  the  Institution.  Wo  need  more  religion  in- 
st^hd  of  less.  Let  us  cultivate  the  broad,  true  spirit  which  recognizes 
the  one  All-Father,  and  the  direct  personal  responsibility  of  each  one  of 
His  creatures.  When  that  snirit  is  attained  and  controls,  let  the  individ- 
ual seek  his  home  in  that  Church  or  belief  that  is  best  adapted  to  his 
mind  and  commends  itself  to  his  judgment;  with  his  action  in  that  re- 
gard Masonry  has  nothing  to  do,  so  long  as  the  teachings  and  practices 
of  that  fiiith  or  institution  are  not  subversive  of  the  principles  of  virtue 
and  morality,  and  are  not  inconsistent  with  a  due  obedience  to  legally 
constituted  authorities,  and  a  proper  subordination  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  we  live.  Actuated  by  these  sentiments,  and  united  by 
the  bonds  of  fraternal  love,  we  can  heartily  exclaim  with  the  poet : 

'*  Maker  and  High  Priest, 
I  ask  thee  not  my  joys  to  multiply, 
Only  to  make  me  worthier  of  those  I  have." 

He  discusses  several  other  topics  very  intelligently,  but  we  must,  for 
want  of  space,  desist  from  further  comment  on  the  address. 

Brother  (}rand  Secretary  Diehl,  in  his  Annual  Beport,  we  regret  to  see, 

announces  a  decrease  of  members,  and  says  in  that  r^ard : 

This  decrease  is  owing  to  different  causes.  The  depressed  financial 
condition  of  our  common  country,  more  especially  in  our  immediate 
home,  Utah,  has  something  to  do  with  it,  it  is  true.  The  law  passed  last 
Session  giving  Lodges  the  power  to  suspend  members  for  non-payment  of 
dues  wi&out  trial,  is  another  cause.  But  looking  upon  the  matter  as 
thinlring  and  obs^Tving  men  should,  it  will  be  ascertained  that  the  main 
cause  lies  altogether  in  another  direction;  in  a  direction  useless  for  me  to 
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mention  here,  as  it  is  too  well  known  and  understood  by  every  member 
of  this  Grand  Body.  Many  backets  of  water  will  flow  down  Jordan 
river  into  the  Great  Salt  lAke  before  yonr  Grand  Secretary  will  be  able 
to  report  one  thousand  members  on  the  roll  book  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
But  this  should  not  discourage  us;  on  the  contrary,  it  should  inspire  us 
to  stand  with  renewed  vigor  and  energy  at  the  helm  of  our  little  ship, 
and  if  we  should  not  see  it  anchored  in  a  secure  harbor,  what  of  it? — our 
children  surely  will.  • 

We  "have  a  curiosity"  to  know  what  that  one  ** main  oause,*^  which 
**liej8  altogether  in  another  direction,*'  is — will  Brother  D.  explain-^^or 
decide  "the  point  not  well  taken"— and  refuse  to  give  us  " direction." 

Finances  easy — Grand  Library'  prospering — 'Ontario'*  repudiated,  and 
intercourse  with  her  forbidden,  are  notes  that  we  made  when  reading 
these  proceedings,  which  we  now  repeat  as  first  written,  having  no  time 
to  enlarge  on  the  points. 

Brother  Christopher  Diehl  is  a  model  Secretary  and  a  "man  of  all 
work.')  He  represents  three  distinct  characters  (departments)  and  works 
in  aU  Ihree  of  the  degrees  at  once.  He  is  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Librarian 
and  Reporter  on  Correspondence,  the  latter  being  we  think  (and  if  we 
may  so  speak)  his  cJief-d^ceuvre,  We  like  his  report  on  correspondence, 
and  concur  in  the  Grand  Master's  praise  when  he  says  of  it  and  its  pre- 
decessors, in  his  annual  address  : 

"  We  can  look  with  pride  on  the  reports  heretofore  given  to  our  Grand 
Lodge.  Our  chairman,  with  zeal,  has  laboriously  compiled  and  con- 
densed matters  of  interest  with  judgment,  and  his  comments  are  such 
as  might  be  expected  from  his  varied  reading  and  cultivated  literary 
taste. 

This  report  under  consideration  is  a  characteristic  re\iew  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  fifty  Grand  Lodges,,  among  which  Alabama  for  1875  appears, 
and  has  due  consideration.  We  thank  him  for  a  kind  and  encouraging 
notice. 

Under  the  head  of  **Colob  Question  and  Colobed  Masonbt,"  he  ex- 
presses himself  quite  forcibly  and  wisely  on  the  Ohio  Resolutionb,  viz  : 

"At  the  present  writing  we  do  not  know  what  the  final  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  will  be^  neither  do  we  know  the  opinion  of  the 
members  in  our  own  household,  and  we  do  not  consider  it  within  our 
province  to  advise  them  what  side  to  choose.  Let  every  one  read,  study, 
and  then  choose  for  himself.  We  personally  stand  firm  in  our  own  honest 
conviction  that  only  one  Grand  Lodge  can  legally  exist  within  a  certain 
State,  Territory  or  Province,  and  that  conviction  will  go  with  us  to  our 
grave.  European  Masons  claim  this  to  be  an  American  law,  not  to  be 
found  in  any  of  the  ancient  regulations.  Be  it  so  ;  but  it  has  worked 
like  a  charm  for  many  years  on  American  soil,  and  among  the  masonio 
family  in  America  has  preserved  peace  and  harmony.  Destroy  that  law 
known  as  the  American  Masonic  Monroe  Doctrine,  and  an  endless  chaos 
will  ensue.    If  Utah  masons  glance  only  for  a  moment  at  their  own  sitoa- 
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tion,  and  consider  the  troable,  confusion  and  vexation  that  would  arise  at 
their  own  home  shoald  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  Grand  Lod||;e  iurisdio- 
tion  be  swept  from  thu  American  continent,  they  can  not  long  hesitate, 
and  will  readily  decide  their  side  of  the  scale.  Self-preservation  is  the 
first  law  of  nature,  and  a  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient. 

We  believe  in  the  universality  of  Free  Masonry,  and  the  question  of 
race  or  color  can  not  disturb  that  belief.  Before  our  sacred  altar  all 
masons  are  equal ;  may  their  skin  be  white,  black  or  yellow,  our  hand  is 
open  to  each  and  all  for  a  brotherly  grasp.  But  they  must  have  been 
made  masons  in  a  regular  Lodge  of  such,  and  must  have  passed  through 
the  same  door  as  we  have.  Such  beiug  the  ancient  law,  we  must  submit 
to  it  no  matter  how  our  sympathetic  heart  pleads  for  the  colored  race. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  should  have  proposed  another  plan  to  bring 
the  man  of  color  within  the  fold  of  lep:itimate  Free  Masonry.  As  it  is,  we 
respectfully  dissent  from  its  proposition." 

GRAND  0FFI0SB8  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Joseph  MiltoD  Orr Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Christopher  Diehl  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATIBTIOB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 6 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 21 

"       Passed 23 

••       Baised 28 

Aflftliated 12 

••        Beinstated 1 

Dimitted 32 

Died 3 

••        Suspended 80 

*<        Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 341 

VEBMONT. 

After  a  long,  but  not  loeary,  ramble  through  the  fruitful  fields  of  Ma- 
sonic literature  which  have  lured  us  to  taste  and  extract  their  sweetness 
at  every  step  of  this  {loo)  long  Beport,  we  have  at  length  reached  the 
Gbxkh  Mountain  State,  famed  for  its  hardy  and  substantial  products, 
whether  of  man,  of  maJUrial,  or  of  thought  and  prindpit*  We  are  not  tired 
of   wTiting,  but  our  Printers  and  good  BroUier  Sayre,  our  worthy  and 
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patient  Grand  Secretar}',  are  both  waiting  upon  ns  and  urging  speed ; 
BO  that  of  Hecessity  **  this  (mortal  long)  Review  most  pat  on  its  "  desira- 
ble ndKer  garment  of  *' oonclusUm"  in  all  haste,  to  the  neglect,  almost,  of 
Vermont,  Virginia,  "dal**  of  reports  yet  to  be  considered  andjreported 
upon. 

At  Burlington,  Jane  15th,  A.  L.  5876,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Var- 
ment convened  in  Annual  Communication.  Present,  Nathan  P.  Bowen, 
Grand  Master,  and  a  quorum  of  Representatives  of  constituent  Lodges. 

We  like  the  Grand  Master's  annual  address,  which  is  very  good  indeed. 
We  quote  from  his  exordium,  which  is  a  truthful  as  well  as  eloquently 
expressed  Eulogy,  viz : 

•  •  •  •  » 

The  great  objects  of  masonry  are  to  spread  the  light  of  science  and  of 
useful  knowledge,  to  kindle  and  diffuse  the  flow  of  sympathy  and  love, 
and  to  promote  the  interest  of  morality.  These  are  some  of  the  lessons 
that  have  been  taught  us  by  the  eminent  and  distinguished  fathera  of  the 
craft  in  this  goodly  land  of  onrs— men  whose  names  when  heard  seldom 
fail  to  impress  the  American  people  with  noble  thonghts  and  aspirations ! 
Men  whose  illustrious  deeds  stand  prominent  as  beacon  lights  in  our 
nation's  history.  Such  are  the  names  of  Washington,  Warren,  Putnam, 
Randolph,  Lafayette,  and  a  host  of  others  who,  as  patriot  masons,  in 
public  and  piivate  life  have  left  the  impress  of  their  character  and  exerted 
a  moulding  inflaence  upon  the  institutions  under  which  we  live  and  enjoy 
a  free  republic. 

Daring  these  hundred  years  Ignorance  has  often  led  the  hosts  of  Pre- 
judice, Bigotry  and  Superstition  in  fierce  assault  upon  our  institution. 
Bitterly  has  tho  fair  fame  of  masonry  been  traduced.  The  tyrant  s  hand 
has  been  thrust  forth  to  overturn  the  stately  edifice ;  but  the  Temple 
whose  foundations  stand  upon  the  rock  of  eternal  truth  and  justice  .sur- 
vives, and  its  glorious  principles  continue  to  be  inculcated  within  its 
sacred  waUs.  Since  the  birth  of  this  young  nation,  freedom  has  been 
advanced  and  many  noble  deeds  oi  courage,  benevolence  and  mercy  been 
performed  in  the  name  of  masonry.  May  we  not,  my  brethren,  assume 
with  propriety  that  to  tho  benign  influences  of  our  institution  our  nation 
to-day  is  indebted  for  some,  at  least,  of  the  progress  which  enables  it  in 
this  centennial  year  to  take  its  stand  among  the  family  of  nations  as  the 
peer  of  the  proudest  of  them  alL  Long  may  it  remain  so,  and  may 
masonry  and  free  government  continue  to  work  in  harmony  together  to 
further  the  advancement  of  science,  and  hasten  the  approach  to  that 
period  when 

'*Man  to  man,  the  world  o'er 
Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that" 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  nations  shall  be  brought 
into  nearer  or  closer  relations  with  each  other,  when  a  larger  degree  of 
international  comity  shall  exi^t,  and  when  state  differences  shall  be  set- 
tled by  peaceful  arbitration.    Many  influences  are  contributing  to  bring 
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about  this  result  The  great  inventions  of  science  which  so  nearly  anni- 
hilate time  and  space,  and  enable  the  citizen  and  craftsman  of  one  nation 
to  visit  almost  any  other  in  a  few  days  or  weeks  at  the  most,  the  rapid 
increase  of  trade  and  commerce  creating  matoal  dependencies  and  mutnal 
interests  ;  the  spread  of  a  common  religion  embracing  so  many  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  the  diffusion  of  learning  among  the  masses,  are 
each  helping  on  the  world's  progress.  But  not  the  letwt  among  these 
agencies,  my  brethren,  that  are  at  work  to  hasten  on  the  time  of  interna- 
tional peace  and  good  will  among  men,  is  to  be  reckoned  masonry. 

•  •  •  «  « 

We  also  quote  his  decisions,  as  follows— remarking  that  No.  1  is  in 
conflict  with  N.  Y.  rulings,  and  No.  5  with  those  of  Alabama: 

1. 

Question. — Has  a  Lodge  a  right  to  grant  a  conditional  dimit,  the  con- 
dition being  that  it  shall  take  effect  when  the  brother  joins  another 
Lodge? 

AnswEB.    No.— Englesby  1866,  *67,  Hall  1870. 

2. 

In  balloting  for  a  candidate  only  one  black  ball  is  cast,  the  person  cast- 
ing it  has  a  n^ht  to  waive  the  privilege  of  secrecy  and  at  the  same  time 
avow  his  vote  in  open  lodge  without  being  required  to  give  his  reasons. 
The  lodge  is  bound  to  presume  he  did  it  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 
Such  brother  is  not  liable  for  unmasonic  conduct  unless  he  should  avow 
an  unworthy  motive  for  so  doing. 

3. 

A  petition  for  restoration  from  the  sentence  of  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  if  r^ected,  is  entitled  to  have  the  sum  which  accom- 
panied his  petition  refunded. 


A  dimit  is  not  lawfhl  evidence  that  the  person  presenting  it  is  a  Mason. 
This  should  be  determined  by  the  ordinary  methods  by  wluch  a  person  is 
proved  to  be  a  Mason. 

5. 

When  on  appeal  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  a  subordinate  Lodge 
is  reversed  for  illegality  in  the  trial  and  sentence,  the  brother  is  thezebv 
reinstated  in  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  he  had  before  the  trial, 
induditiig  membership, 

6. 

QuEsnoK. — In  case  charity  is  bestowed  by  a  Lodge  or  a  member  upon 
a  member  of  another  Lodge  to  which  he  belongs,  can  they  be  compelled 
to  re-imburse  it? 

Amwnu — No.  Charity  in  aU  oases  must  be  voluntaiy,  notoompulsoiy. 
While  charity  is  a  Masonic  duty  the  Lodge  or  brother  bestowing  it  must 
be  the  judge  of  that  duty. 

17 
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The  session  was  a  busy  one,  occnpying  two  days,  and  the  leports  of 
Grand  officers  all  indicate  the  healthful  and  harmonious  condition  of  the 
Craft  in  that  jurisdiction. 

rOBEION  OOBRUSPONDENGB 

is  represented  by  a  very  asefiil  and  able  report  from  Bro.  Hknbt  Ciabk, 
Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman,  reviewing  with  jadgment,  good  taste, 
and  fraternal  soaviter,  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  American  and 
several' FoBEioN  Gband  Lodobs.  The  minutes  of  Alabama — ^report  of 
1875 — are  elaborately  reviewed.  We  thank  him  for  the  kind  words,  too 
flattering,  we  fear,  with  which  he  welcomes  and  compliments  cw  report 
of  that  year,  and  for  a  just  appreciation  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 

OBAMD  OFFICXBS  ZLBCT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Henry  H.  Smith Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Henry  Clark  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 100 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 207 

Affiliated 72 

• «        Reinstated 30 

Dimitted i 37 

««        Expelled 2 

**        Suspended 12 

Died 84 

*<       Of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 8,189 

VmGINIA. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  **of  Anciemt  Yobx  of  Viiginia," 
assembled  in  Annual  Convention,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  Monday, 
December  lltb,  A.  L.  5876.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  William  B. 
Taliaferro,  with  all  Grand  officers  in  stations,  the  representativeB  of  132 
Subordinate  Lodges,  and  many  Fiast  Grand  and  Past  Masters;  opened  in 
Ample  Fobm;  the  Grand  Lodge  was  addressed  by  the  Most  Wonhipftil 
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in  a  long  and  very  able  message,  disconreing  many  topics  of  general  as 
well  as  of  local  interest 

Virginia  monms  the  loss,  by  death,  of  those  whose  fame,  as  wise,  ac- 
complished, and  devoted  Masons  had  extended  beyond  the  borders  of 
their  own  State,  and  in  the  instance  ot  their  revered  and  noble  Grand 
Secretary,  the  late  R.  W.  John  Dove,  had  become  the  property  of  the 
Masonic  world,  for  he  was  loved,  honored,  and  is  now  lamented  by  the 
Fraternity  wherever  fonnd,  either  organized  or  **disperBed."  **Take  him 
for  all  and  in  all,**  we  ne*er  shall  look  npon  his  like  again.  The  Grand 
Master  hardened  with  the  sorrow  which  had  invaded  their  jurisdiction, 
commences  his  address  with  an  appropriate  allasion  to  the  dead,  which 
we  qaote  as  follows: 

Brethren  of  the  Orand  Lodge: 

The  Angel  of  Death,  since  oar  last  Annoal  Communication,  has  in- 
vaded and  smitten  our  household.  Three  great  and  shining  lights  that 
for  many  years  have  shed  around  us  the  lustre  of  Masonic  intdligence, 
and  of  evexy  manly  virtue,  have  been  extinguished,  and  have  disappeared 
from  our  eyes  forever. 

Our  Grand  Lecturer,  our  Grand  Treasurer,  and  our  venerable  Grand 
Secretary,  have  in  tnm  passed  beyond  the  portals  of  this  earthly  taber- 
nacle, and  have  entered  the  everlasting  doors  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Lodge  above. 

In  this  hour  of  bereavement  and  sorrow,  it  is  our  duty,  after  first 
recognizing  and  humbly  professing  our  submission  to  that  divine  will 
which  ordered  this  afflicting  dispensation,  and  after  returning  thanks  to 
the  Almighty  Dispenser  of  events,  for  that  providence  which  has  spared 
us  to  re-assemble  for  the  fresh  discharge  of  our  annual  labors,  to  pay  tho 
tribute  of  our  aflfection  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  brethren  by 
solemnly  recording  a  memorial  of  their  virtues  and  Masonic  services,  and 
of  that  profound  respect  and  veneration  we  entertained  for  them  in  their 
lives,  and  which  will  keep  their  memories  green  and  fresh  forever  in  our 
hearts.  To  this  end,  I  have  appointed  committees,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  reporting  to. you  sketches  of  their  lives  and  characters,  and  such  ) 

resolutions  as  you  would  desire  to  spread  upon  our  records. 

The  oldest  among  us  is  not  old  enough  in  Masonry  to  recall  the  period 
when  any  other  than  one  honored  form  occupied  the  chair  of  Grand 
Secretary.  No  past  Grand  Master  lives  among  us  who  was  proclaimed  as 
Grand  Master,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  election,  by  other  than  one  Grand 
Secretary:  no  neophyte  for  fifty  years,  but  who,  upon  his  admission  to 
our  Institution,  looked  upon  the  author  of  the  Virginia  Text-book  as  the 
embodiment  of  all  that  could  be  known  or  taught  in  Masonry;  and  none, 
who,  when  they  have  in  time  become  the  sages  and  teachers  of  the 
Graft,  but  have  recognized,  not  only  the  lore  and  learning  which  distin- 
guished him,  but  that  through  a  Ule  far  exceeding  that  of  most  men,  he 
bad  daily  illustrated  and  exemplified  the  beautiful  tenets  and  teachings 
of  our  profession. 

The  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  oldest  Grand  Secretary  in  the 
world,  will  be  received  throughout  the  confines  of  Masonry  with  profound 
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Bensation,  and  I  am  pleased  to  infonn  yon  that  already  I  have  received 
from  the  highest  uuthoritiee  of  other  jarisdictions,  the  assurances  of  con- 
dolence and  sympathy. 

The  Grand  l^reasurer,  though  not  so  well  known  beyond  oar  limits, 
was  yet  widely  known  and  sincerely  honored  within  onr  own  jurisdiction. 
For  the  fourth  of  a  century  the  members  of  this  body  have  been  glad- 
dened at  their  annual  re-unions  by  his  genial  and  hearty  salutations, 
and  they  have  recognized,  by  his  successive  re-elections  for  so  long  a 
period,  their  high  estimation  of  his  exemplary  life,  and  of  his  high  char- 
acter as  a  faithful  officer. 

The  Grand  Lecturer,  but  for  a  few  years  past  charged  with  the  imix>r- 
tant  duty  of  receiving,  retaining  and  transmitting  the  unwritten  formulas 
and  secret  ritual  of  our  ceremonies,  brought  to  the  execution  of  his 
laborious  trust,  a  strong  mind,  a  retentive  memory,  a  severe  application, 
and  an  exactitude  of  expression,  which  could  be  alone  attained  oy  a  rare 
zeal  and  love  for  the  Institution.  He  was  without  an  equal  in  his  place, 
and  his  life  was  as  pure  and  exemplary  as  his  work  was  exact  and  per- 
fect. 

The  proceedings  of  this  communication,  continued  through  Wednes- 
day, the  13th  of  December,  were  conducted  in  harmony,  and  the  business, 
nearly  all  of  which  was  of  ordinary  routine  work,  except  the  interesting 
obituary  reports  from  committees,  (appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  as 
stated  in  his  address,)  was  dispatched  in  true  Virginia  style;  by  this  we 
mean  with  the  industry,  wisdom  and  intelligence  characteristic  of  this 
old  and  respected  organization. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS  KLECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Richard  Parker Giand  Master. 

B»  W.  Bro.  William  B.  Isaacs  (late  Deputy) Grand  Secretaiy. 

STATIBTIOS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges , 229 

(With3U.  D.) 

••  Work  "  not  reported. 

Number  Suspended 207 

"        Expelled 7 

•*        Died 109 

"        Reinstated 28 

**       of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 8,992 
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WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

The  neat  little  pamphlet  before'^  gives  a  methodical  and  interesting 
report  of  the  proceedings  of 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington,  at  its  Nineteenth  Annnal 
Gommunication,  held  in  the  city  of  Olympia,  Wednesday,  September  27th, 
A.  L.  5876.  The  Grand  Master,  by  necessity,  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand 
Master  presided  and  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  *'in  due  form.** 

The'R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  read  the  annual  address  of  M.  W.  Thomas 
T.  Taylor,  Grand  Master,  (absent)  which  gives  a  clear,  business  like 
statement  of  the  transactions  of  the  year.  One  melancholy  incident — 
the  loss  of  the  steam  ship  Pacific— of  which  he  says  **  Washington  Terri- 
tory never  suffered,  at  one  sudden  stroke,  greater  loss,"  is  described  in 
thrilling  terms,  and  appropriate  allusion  is  made  to  the  loss  of  Masonic 
Brethren  by  that  terrible  calamity,  and  we  regret  to  note  that  many  of 
the  Fraternity  perished  in  that  disaster  and  were  *'  buried  beneath  the 
wave.** 

The  minutes  of  Washington  show  a  healthy  and  moderately  prosperous 

condition  of  afEiai^s  in  that  jurisdiction,  though  the  Grand  Secretary,  as 

those  useful  officers  will  and  must  do  sometimes,  complains  of  errora, 

omissions  and  other  neglects  of  Lodge  Secretaries.     He  admits,  however. 

all  we  claim,  in  saying: 

The  general  growth  in  memberahip  in  the  existing  Lodges  has  been 
proportionably  less  than  usual.  It  is  pleasing,  however,  to  note  that,  in 
the  main,  harmony  prevails  and  a  hearty  and  zealous  masonic  spirit  is 
maintained  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDENCX. 

Bro.  Thos.  M.  Reed,  (G.  S.)  for  the  Committee,  thus  explains  the  *^t- 

uation  '*  in  that  department : 

In  the  various  ^'Reviews'*  presented  by  committees  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  receive  favorable  mention. 
The  **  matter  and  form  *'  of  our  reports  and  our  doings  are  seldom  sub- 
jects of  unfair  or  unjust  criticism.  For  while  our  manner  of  doing  things 
may  not  in  all  respects  be  suited  to  the  tastes  and  peculiar  notions  of 
others,  our  proceedings  in  matters  of  general  Masonic  interest  appear 
**  fair  in  proportions,**  and  not  unfrequently  evoke  commendation.    Ex- 

gressions  of  regret  at  the  absence  of  a  full  and  detailed  report  from  this 
ommittee  are  manv  and  frequent  For  the  information  of  our  brethren 
of  the  *' Reportorial  Corps,**  and  others,  we  again  "rise  to  explain**  at 
the  hazard  of  going  beyond  the  line  of  our  duty, — that  this  Grand  Lodge 
is  not  onappreciative  of  the  value  of  these  reports.  Our  resources  being 
quite  limited,  will  scarcely  justify  the  necessary  expenditure  in  jprinting 
such  reports  at  present    The  Committee  iee\  a  deep  and  abiding  interest 
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in  all  matters  Masonic,  and  it  is  qaite  natural  that  they  should  often  be 
impressed  with  a  Ktrong  inclination  to  ofifer  an  opinion,  or  to  give  a  rea- 
son for  the  faith  that  is  in  them  touching  many  interesting  subjects  agi- 
tating the  Masonic  world,  as  well  as  to  lay  those  subjects  before  our 
Grand  Lodge  for  its  information;  but  for  the  time  being,  perha^  'tis 
best  as  it  i&  Making  our  modest  bow  for  the  many  flatterinjg  notices  of 
our  former  efforts  we  herewith  present  our  table  of  American  Grand 
Lodges,  compiled  from  latest  annual  reports  received. 

OBAHD  OFFICEBS  KLBCF. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Piatt  Adams  Preston Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  M.  Beed  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 20 

Work. 

Number  Liitiated 68 

•*       Passed 66 

•*        Baised 68 

AfUiated 38 

**       Beinstated 7 

Dimitted 49 

•*        Suspended.. 29 

•«       Expelled 1 

Died 11 

**       Enrolled  Master  Masons. 720 

WEST  VIBGINU, 

Is  again  a  welcome  visitor,  and  we  with  pleasure  acknowledge  receipt 
of  her  Twelfth  (12th)  Qbaxd  Amnual  CoMifumoATioN,  convened  at 
Wheeling,  Tuesday,  November  14th,  A.  L.  5876.  Present,  M.  W.  Gtoand 
Master  Kiphart  D.  Walker,  all  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Bepresentatives  of 
of  66  (of  the  72)  subordinate  Lodges.  The  pamphlet,  dressed  with  oovkib 
that  are  *«  deeply,  darkly  **  (but  not)  '*heautifuUy  hlue,**  reporting  these 
proceedings,  gives  us  vevy  good  and  very  acceptable  tidings  £tom  this 
youngest  daughter  of  Virginia,  that  fruitful  "mother  of  States  and 
Statesmen,**  and  equally  £Etmed  for  he?  masonic  deliverances. 

The  annual  address  of  M.  W.  Gvand  Master  Walker  is  an  interesftiiig 
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mesnge,  and  from  it  we  shall  extract  most  of  the  infonnation  we  desire 
or  have  time  to  commanicate  to  our  readers.    He  says;  greeting — 

Brethren  cf  the  Orand  Lodge  of  Wesi  Virgima: 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  welcoming  yon  to  oar  Annnnl  Communication, 
and  fraternally  hope  that  the  year  that  has  passed  since  we  last  assem- 
bled in  Grand  Looge  has  been  for  each  one  of  yon  prodactive  of  mnch 
good,  both  as  pertains  to  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come.  I  have  no 
words  of  eloquence  with  which  to  portray  at  this  time  the  moral  excel- 
lencies of  our  beloved  fraternity,  or  to  impress  upon  your  minds  a  due 
sense  of  the  duties  and  di^t^  of  Free  Masons.  To  inculcate  the  excel- 
lent tenets  of  our  institution  is  a  part  of  regular  masonic  work,  which  I 
trust  no  one  of  you  has  neglected  to  perform  in  his  individual  Lodge, 
and  I  may,  therefore,  omit  further  reference  to  these  things  at  this  time 
and  in  this  presence,  and  proceed  at  once  to  render  you  a  report  of  my 
official  conduct  during  the  year  that  is  past 

As  regards  the  general  condition  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  West 
Virginia,  I  may  safely  report  that  it  exhibits  a  healthy  prosperity,  and  is 
accomplishing  good  results.  There  are,  of  course,  individual  cases  in 
which  the  principles  of  Free  Masonry  have  &iled  to  exert  their  legitimate 
influence  upon  the  lives  and  consciences  of  those  who  should  be  brethren, 
and  in  a  few  cases  the  moral  tone  and  atmosphere  of  a  Lodge  has  been 
impaired  or  vitiated  by  some  lack  of  that  concord  and  amity  and  mutual 
forbearance  which  are  the  foundation  stones  of  our  temple  ;  but  these  are 
to  be  found  in  every  human  institution,  and  will  probably  continue  to 
exist,  in  spite  of  *Mine  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept*'  The  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  fraternity  is,  however,  a  legitimate  subject  of  con- 
gratulation for  the  good  it  is  accomplishing  in  Uie  present,  and  of  hope 
for  what  it  may  yet  do. 

Some  one  ** raised  the  Devil"  question,  and  the  Grand  Master  thus 

properly  '*re&uAre5  Satan'*  as  a  ** clandestine"  intruder: 

**  Is  a  person  who  does  not  believe  in  a  Devil,  a  proper  candidate  for 
the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry? 

Answer — Masonry  only  reouires  a  belief  in  God  as  the  Supreme  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe.  The  Devil  is  a  personage  with  whom  we  have 
no^ng  at  all  to  do,  and  it  does  not  matter  wheSier  he  believes  in  one 
devil,  seven  devils,  or  no  devil  at  alL 

His  decisions  (not  numerous)  are  all  good,  but  relate  to  questions  of  no 
special  interest  to  the  general  reader. 

He  discusses  and  deprecates  the  agitation  produced  by  the  Ohio 
"new  departure,"  in  the  **colobed"  direction,  and  we  quote  a  remark 
indicative  of  his  views  on  that  subject,  viz : 

**With  surprising  unanimity  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States, 
from  Maine  to  California  and  the  Gulf,  have  united  in  protesting  against 
the  Riave  departure  from  masonic  landmarks  and  obligations  proposed  by 
the  brethren  in  Ohio.  A  history  of  the  organization  of  colored  men  in 
Ohio  and  elsewhere,  claiming  to  be  Freemasons,  leads  inevitabl]^  to  the 
oondusion  that  their  Lodges  are  clandestine  in  every  masonic  significa- 
tion of  the  term.    We  can  have  no  masonic  communication  or  conversa- 
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tioD  with  them,  except  in  violation  of  onr  obligations  and  of  the  well- 
established  theories  of  Grand  Lodge  government  We  can  not  sit  in 
their  Lodges  nor  they  in  ours  ;  noi,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  have  they  any 
more  claims  upon  ns  for  recognition  than  a  Farmer's  Grange  or  the  Cava- 
liers of  the  Golden  Balloon,  or  the  Devotees  of  the  Wooden  Corkscrew,  or 
any  other  such  associations.*' 

Trae,  and  well  said ! 

The  Work  of  the  Lodge,  including  the  able  reports  of  its  District  Dep- 
uty Gjand  Masters  and  of  its  intelligent  as  well  as  industrious,  * 'regular* 
and  ** special  Committees,"  was  well  and  properly  done,  and  the  proceed- 
ings illustrate  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft  represented  in 
this  organization. 

FOBEION  OORRESPOMDXNOE. 

We  have  a  9hoTt  report  on  this  topic  from  Brother  O.  S.  Long  (G.  S.) 
(we  wish  this  0.  S.  could  be  as  short  as  the  Long  of  those  inUiais),  calling 
attention  only  to  a  few  subjects  of  general  interest  and  recommending 
the  recognition  of  the  new  Grand  Lodges  of  *'  The  Indian  Territory,'* 
"Manitoba,"  "Prince  Edwards  Island*'  and  "Dakota  ;"  and  repudiating 
the  Ontario  claim  to  recognition— all  of  which  was,  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
"accordingly  so  done." 

GBANB  OFFIOEBS  XLECT. 

M.  W.  Brother  G.  W.  Atkinson  (Charleston) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  0.  S.  Long  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 76 

Work. 

Number  Initiated 270 

"  Fiassed 266 

"  Baised 270 

"  Aflftliated 90 

"  Beinstated. iO 

"  Dimitted. 117 

"  Suspended 108 

"  Expelled. 7 

*  Died 34 

<«  of  Enrolled  Master  Masons 3,431 
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WYOBIING, 

Name  of  sweot  soand,  awakeniDg  thrilling  memorieB  in  its  association 
alike  with  Histobt  and  Bomanoe.  We  greet  with  renewed  welcome  this 
second  visit  from  our  sister  of  Wyoming,  made  in  due  form  through  her 
representative  pamphlet,  dressed  in  perfect  taste  {ala  Tonn)»  and  con- 
taining the  Proceedings  of  her  Second  Askvll  Grand  Communication^ 
held  at  Cheyenne  October  the  10th,  A.  L.  5876— Grand  Master  Edoab  P. 
Snow  presiding. 

The  well  arranged  minutes  before  ns  demonstrate  the  taste  of  Brothw 
Grand  Secretary,  as  weU  as  the  prosperous  and  satisfactory  condition  of 
Masonic  "work  and  ways"  in  that  new  and  far-oflf  jurisdiction,  and  wo 
congratulate  the  Brethren  of  Wyoming  on  their  growth  and  soecess. 

The  Grand  Master's  Annual  Address  very  appropriately  and  wisely  di»- 
cusseR  the  local  and  general  topics  demanding  consideration. 

He  says,  speaking  of  the  Ohio  *'New  day  New  duty  '*  overture  : 

At  the  Annual  Communication  ol  that  Grand  Body,  last  October,  a 
special  committee  was  appointed,  who  reported  favorably  on  a  proposi* 
tion  to  admit  a  number  of  undeniably  clandestine  organizations,  and  to 
divide  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  with  such  irre^lar  bodies.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  promoters  of  this  undertaking  seems  to  ignore  all  the  laws  and 
usages  of  Masonry,  and  to  break  down  the  only  possible  safeguard  for 
our  continued  existence — ^not  because  their  proteges  are  better  men,  or 
^^tsons,  but  simply  because  of  their  color. 

This  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  question  of  " The  Negro,"  but  of  "The 
Perpetui^  of  Masonry  in  America.  The  negro  problem  can  be  solved 
in  a  legitimate  manner,  wiUiout  violating  any  of  the  landmarks,  laws,  or 
usages  of  the  Craft  by  the  "resolving  process  recommended  by  our 
Brethren  in  Ohio. 

The  work  of  the  session,  limited  to  ordinary  and  useful  routine  duties^ 
wiis  conducted  in  harmony,  with  industrious  application  to  "business." 
A  very  appropriate  report  on 

FOBEiaN  oobbbspondsmce 

Was  made  by  Brother  John  K.  Jeffrey,  in  which  he  reviews,  briefly  and 
judiciously,  the  Proceedings  of  forty  Grand  Lodges,  giving  due  notice  to 
those  of  iUabama  for  1875.  Brother  Jeffirey,  we  observe,  omits  Alabama 
^om  the  list  of  Grand  Lodges  noted  as  having  ^*  formally  recognized  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming."  If  this  be  so,  it  is  a  sin  of  omission,  for 
which,  we  fear,  our  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  responsible,  and  we 
promise  that  that  which  has  already,  essentially  and  in  intention,  been 
done,  shall  speedily  app^r  in  due  form  upou  oar  minutes  as  done. 
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OSAIO)  OTFIGEBB. 

H.  W.  Brother  Frederic  £.  Addoms Grand  Blaster. 

B.  W.  Brother  William  G.  Tonn Grand  Secretary. 

STATlffUUB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 4 

Work, 

Nomber  Initiated 26 

««       Ptaoed 22 

•*       Baiaed 27 

««       Affiliated 10 

"       Dimitted 8 

"       Died 2 

**       Expelled  and  stricken  from  roll 2 

of  Enrolled  Blaster  Masons 255 


«t 


IN  CONCLUSION, 

We  have  little  more  to  say.  The  work  assigned  ns  is  done.  The  Be- 
port  has  reached  its  full  (and,  we  fear,  prosy)  length,  aided  by  the  im- 
pulses given  and  renewed  to  its  author  by  repeated  stimulants  derived 
from  the  rich  Masonic  viands  spread  out,  in  tempting  luxuriance,  in  the 
reports  reviewed  in  alphabetical  iiequence  herein.  If  too  long,  reader, 
remember  our  temptation,  and  then  "let  him  who  is  without  sin,  cast  the 
first  (critical)  stone." 

We  have  had  onu  great  object  in  view  in  these  reports  {Ihrui)  '*above 
and  beyond"  the  limited  duty  (superficially  considered)  of  the  0>rres- 
pondent;  which,  possibly,  the  careful  reader  may  have  discovered  and 
appreciated.  We  have  attempted  therein  to  combine  the  duties  of  the 
critic  with  those  of  the  purveyor  and  recorder.  To  make  up  a  rtsume  of 
current  events,  and  thus  frirmsh  a  budget  of  useful  practical  information, 
while  at  the  same  time  striving,  with  due  regard  to  historical  incidents, 
to  perpetuate  the  influence  of  those  elevating  and  instructive  thoughts, 
flowing,  in  eloquent  words,  from  noble  minds,  so  beautiftilly  and  redo- 
lently  characteristic  of  current  Masonic  literature.  Hence,  in  this  series 
of  reports,  we  have,  by  means  of  firee  selections  and  use  of  such  material 
as  appeared  to  be  suited  to  our  purpose,  endeavored  to  perpetuate  these 
lessons  of  wisdom,  and  to  iUustrate  the  Ethics  and  Esthetics  of  Masonxy. 
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Our  speoiAl  admiration  haa  been  directed  to  its  three  great  character- 
istic Pillars— Antiquity,  Benevolence,  and  Ck>n8erTati8m — and  if  we  in 
any  way  aided  in  illustrating  this  Grand  Trinity  of  Masonic  glories,  we 
aie  more  than  satisfied. 

OLIVER  &  BEERS, 

Fbr  the  CommUiet, 


Names  and  Numbers  of  Lodges, 

WUh  Oit  numlxr  of  Mrmbera,  omouni  of  Datt  mid  lo  the  Orand  Didge, 
mi  the  number  <^  thoat  Bifered,  PatKd,  Saittd,  Affiliaitd,  Btjtded,  and 
DimUed.  since  iosi  Rfium : 


SAlabni 

4  Rising  Virtae. 

6HoDltoQ 

SFkmr 

OGilMid 3& 

lOEojalWhiU  Hart *9 

11  Uontgomer; a2 

13  Marion " 

liPloTence 

16  Athens 

22  ^int  Albans 

24  0tiorge  Wubington. 

25Dale 

26L»Fayetlo 

^  Selma  (>at«inal 

aAUarengo 

29iliaing!^an 

31  Aataoga 

36  WasbingMn 

37  Coortland 

39Wetluiipka 

4(1  Uobile 

41IivingBtOD 

4a;ainm 

iS'liei^hlon 

44  0iistou 

46Hartnony , 

4TrWui«i> 


r 

I'i 

2  1 
i   1 

IlU 

1 
1. 

t 

1 

1 

CIO  50  . 
15  00 
3150 
17  00 
30501 

i 

i 

9 

"i 

1 

2 

4 
I 
2 

S5P0 
26  60 

2  2 

1  1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

29  00 
10  60. 

i  2 

.^ 

25  50. 

17  00. 
46  00 
14  00 
10  GO. 

i 

2   3 

1  1 

1 
1 
V 
1 

2 
2 

14  50 
12  00 
17  00 
38  00 
19  60 

1 

. 

1 
1  1 

1 

i 

3 

i 

SGO. 

1877.J 


sip  JIB 


^Liberty 

67  Hampden  Sidney 
68HolAe7 

69  Howard 

70  Central   

71  robopeka 

72  Widow's  Son.... 

74  Solomon. 

76  Anbom 

7ftk)rozier  

79Fkc1odU , 

eowiioox 

81  ^iot  Stephens.. 
S2B«Uefoute 

63  Ftienditbip 

84  Eropbotia 

eSUendiiui  Hnii... 

89PraWville 

9(lPfi8t«r 

91  Henry 

93  dftwyer 

95  Danville 

9e  rackabaLohae. . . 


15  00  I 
1»00.. 
35  50  3 

10  60.. 

1G60.. 
1100.. 
3160.. 
13  00  3 
18  00.. 
.12  10  60  I 
..K    16  60.. 

leuoi.. 

15  60  1 
9  0(K.. 
13  6oj  1 

aeoo  I 

1150.. 


98l''iilton..., 

99  Salem 

lOltHartweU.. 


14  50  1 
4850  1 
10  00  1 
30  60. 
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lOTiCboct&w 

lOS  Oak  Bowery 

lIOForeHtHUl. 

ll-J'Dean 

lU'Hidovy 

llT'Penyvillo, 

laolCKiDp  SiU 

123EUTau&... 

laSHerndoD 

126  Mortimer  Eeeder. 

ia90«DevB.. 

ISlYorkTiUe... 

J33LiraohApoka. 

134  WUrj 

136  Unity. 

138  Bradford 

139  Chilton 
14U  Shelby, 
141  Bethel. 
142lfiaidviii. 
143  BarlesoD . 
144D«leTille. 
145  Fiatemit; 
117  BodgeiaTilll 
148  Cold  Water 
161  BUdun  Rpriogs. 
153  UoDiit  JeETetBou. 

153  Uonroeville . 

154  Niibarg 
ISSEaaliibogs, 
ISTSomervflle. 
ISSMayBTiUf 

13  PajeUeritle  AQtheutlo. 
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1 

Names  of  Lodgos. 

2 

r 

f 

} 

: 

g 

I 

¥ 

i 

th 

113  50 

600 

P50 
30  60 
47  00 

500 

800 
23  00 

61« 
47  00 
30  00 

950 
1150 

900 
1100 

12  60 

13  60 
16  50 

700 
850 
19  00 
34  00 
10  00 
BOO 
34  60 
36  00 
10  00 

15  00 
700 

10  00 
39  00 
J6  0fl 
23  00 
flOOO 
600 

16  60 
800 

1100 
1160 

17  00 

'i 

3 

i 

4 

1 

*: 
i 

2 

5 

'i 
i 

i 
a 

'a 
i 

3 

6 

i 
i 

9 

] 

'3 

'i 
1 

3 
1 

'i 

6 

I 

:: 

"i 

3 
2 

a 
i 

i 

10 
3 

1 

3 

i 

'5 

i 
1 
1 

i 
a 

IS 

11 
44 
10 
9 
21 
14 
46 
38 
19 
34 
30 
22 
2S 
23 
33 
14 
17 

se 

31 
20 
13 
25 
39 
31 
30 
7 

SI 

16 

41 
41 
10 
33 
17 
29 

175 
176 

180 
181 

iV 

■m 

Efih^L^::::;.::.;,:.:.;.';.; ::::::;:::: 

20^ 

1 

1!? 

215 

ai8 
aaa 

S23 

an 

3^ 
336 

1 

BftntoFe 

..    6 
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22T/amee  Penn  

aaslDiOliui 

a33  8epnl^ 

334lBiiey 

S35  HaifwrsviUe 

B)7  rallaBseo     

838  FaimiouDt 

241  Bowen 

242  Coosa 32 

243Eainet 

244DawBon 

SiG  Harrison , 

34t(  LawreucB 

249Tolnoa 

25(]AmBnd .    __ 

2-51  Osmp  Creek l22 

252  North  Port 41 

254  Qoitman 

258iGB)rleflviUe 

357Ervin.. 

3aS  Randolph 

aseMsgnolift 

200  BelTviUe 

261  TalUiiegn 

262  Highland 

365  Meridian 

266  MoDDt  Pleasant 

267  Wind  Creek 

270  BnUer  Springa 

272'Cliflon 

274:Paiiit  Book 

275  Frankfort 

270BQlloek 

278  Northam 

aSOSpringrille 

281  Charles  BoBkervilla 

SK5  Georifiana 

886  Walker 

287  Clinton 

aOOGillespie 


laso  I 

6O0  1 
CUO  .. 
10  50., 
19  50  1 
850., 


13  5(1  . . 
27  0U  1 
IIGO   S 


850.. 
13  50.. 

aioo,. 
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349  Ozark. 

351  WiUos  WJUiHmi 

353  Sock  HUl£ 

351He>ih)ii 

35fl  Van  BiiTen . 

3R7BtiUedge. 

358B(irboiu. 

SfiONewUiQyiUe. 

SCI  Town  Creek. 

363  Chester. 

364  Plenaant  Site. 
3«]6Cotaco 
367Chtuidler. 

365  Cross  PUiQH 
369AthalBtaa. 
3T3iBeU'BLaDdiiig. 

18 
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NftmeG  of  Lodges. 


GftineiiviUo 

Saiila  Creek 

LftkeCity 

Robert  E.  Lee 

E.  H.  Cook 

Ben  Pope 

Birtainghnm  Fratenukl. . 

MuDford 

Trinity 


Newboigh . . 

Vernon 

Weathers. . 
North  Border. 
Hiekoiy  Flat. . 
Valley  Head. . 

Opehka 

FalkriUe 

Hartselle 

HitwEiilffe 

HBUdeville 

Green  Hill 

Gbildersbarg 

Hoboken , 

Blount  Springs 

Norti  EiTer 

milaboro 

Pondtown 

Helena 

Jemison 

Ambemon 

Oak  La»el 

WiUiamabnrg 

Qeorge  Smith 

Hilton  

Cnllman  Fratamal. . 

Shortarville 

iClantou 
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AT  BEFBBSHMENT  ABOVE. 
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Athens <*    16 


MobUe "    40 


Wesley  Bobinaoii,  February  10. llaoon No.    7 

Natbaniel  Hawkins,  March  7 Farrar "      8 

Bnftis  K.  Ghiahohn Florenoe *'    14 

James  W.  Proctor,  April  11 

David  H.  Friend,  May  10 

Ferdinand  Lindsay,  Joly  29 

Andrew  J.  Smith,  November  2 

James  £.  Milner,  66  years— Angnst  17. .  '  George  Washington. ..."    24 

Enoch H.  Cook.  74 years — January  6...    Dale **    25 

Biohard  Davis,  March  24 iTAFAvntte  «•    Qft 

BobertB.  WaUer,  April 20. ^lAJjayette M 

Edwin  F.  Griset,  October  14 Selma  Fraternal «    27 

CharlesT.  Jones,  23|  years— March  13..    Bising  Son "    29 

Sj^'^^^^^^y^*"-^"?^- I  Washington ••    36 

Thomas  W.  Henley,  50  years— Nov.  4, . .  J  """****»•«" *»" 

Bennett  Boper,  April  11 Ck>art]and <*    37 

Israel  L  Jones,  December  26,  1876 ^ 

Wesley  H.  Meeker,  Jane  10 

William  G.  Batohelor,  October  1. 

William  H.  Kelley,  October  7 

William  F.  Tamer,  65  years— April  16. . 

David  W.  Hooks,  65  years— Joly  1 

Lewellen  Lewis,  65  years— Joly  10 

Henzy  Fitz,  Much  16 j 

John  B  Prator,  Jannary  25 VHizam *'    42 

Joseph  0.  Mc  Anley,  November  25 ) 

Thomas  W.  Yoong,  August  30 Leighton '<    43 

BellT  L.  Openhoimer,  October  3 Hannony *'    46 

WUuam  A.  Bobinson Demopous "    49 

David  D.  Smith,  June  18 New  Market «    52 

William  M.  Stallworth,  March  5 ,.    Gzeenins «    53 

David  F.  Guice,  September  1 Mount  Moriah. "    55 

Jeremiah  A.  Hendegson,  April  7. Troy '*    56 

Jeremiah  P.  Bouton,  March  27. 1 

James H.  Dunklift,  May21 Ii3s,,«w 

Andrew  J.  Hawthorne,  August26 ^isaro» 

Isaac  Lcmg,  October  29 J 


Livingston *'    41 


«i 
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John  S.  Goree,  June  6 Hampden  Sidney **    67 

James  S.  Alexander  Sen.,  January  2  . . .  ^ 

Charles  W.  Lyles,  February  8 I  tt^„«.j  ««    cq 

Thomas  yV.  \Uilone.  May  10 ^Howard  69 

John  H.  Hartprove,  September  29 J 

John  J.  Lintim,  April  8 ) 

Jethro  D.  Rhodes.  July  14 \  Central "  70 

Ben  F.  FoWler,  August  17 ) 

William  J.  Boon,  February  18 Tohopeka "  71 

John  C.  Soyer,  July  10 Widow's  Son '*  72 

Mark  P.  Johnson,  February  9 Croder **  78 

J.  M.  Bruner,  July  15 Erophotic "  84 

Stephen  H.  Pearce,  May  11 I  Pmttville  «*  89 

NathanielN.  Norris,  October  22 ^  l:^ttville oy 

George  P.  Kinsey,  May  'JrZ. ...     Henry *•    91 

Gaines  W.  Burden,  June  22., Sawyer "    93 

Thomas  Hubbard,  January  1 Danville "    95 

Daniel  B.  Wilson,  February  26 ) 

George  E.  Kelly,  April  8 >  Lozahatchee *•    97 

John  Hanks,  October  4 ) 

William  E.  Beaird,  November  2 Fulton "    98 

Samuel  L.  Bennett,  66  years— March  29.  |  hu-i-.v»                                ««  in*; 

Ephraim  D.  Conner,  62  years-April  27 .  f  ^'^"^'^ ^^ 

Julius  G.  Robinson,  July  3,  1870. Dean *«  112 

Nathan  Ethridge,  May  2 Midway '*  IH 

Joseph  Vanderslice,  April  28 Perryville **  117 

Simeon  Glenn  Gmy,  January  17 Havana "  123 

James  D.  Kimbrough,  February  14 Herndon **  125 

Benjamin  Gilpin,  April  1 Geneva "  129 

James  M.  Allen,  September  ]7 Loachapoka *'  133 

James  A.  Kelley,  May  2 Bradford *•  138 

John  W.  Johnson,  October  31 Shelby "  140 

Sidney  Lomax,  61  years — October  1 Baldwin **  142 

Samuel  Smith,  J  Fmfcfirnitv  «•  14.'> 

John  B.  Turner,  November—.  1876. . . .  f  ^^^^^^^^ ^^ 

John  A.  Fox,  October  Bladon  Springs **  151 

John  H.  Criswell.  June  28,  1876 Eastoboga ««  155 

H^h^L^^M^iW  ISlsis. :::::::  I «»--"« ••  ^^ 

John  Byms,  June  14  Maysville , . .   **  158 

?r.^^UL°X^em^K*'°:;:::::  [ FayettoviUe A„a.entic..  "  163 

John  A.  McDonald,  March  12 Sumter "166 

Edward  Balch,  September  — Mount  Hope "  168 

Ezekiel  Duckworth,  August  20 Fellowship "  172 

John  Giovanni,  April  29 [  Andrew  Jackson  "  173 

Samuel  E.  Norton,  October  1 f  ^narew  JacKson 173 

Wilson  A.  Cope,  October  25,  1876 [  r^^a.  ««  i'tc 

William  Swink,  November  13 >  i^vie 176 

John  Watson,  December  22,  1876 f  r?ofonia  •<  iqa 

ThomasN.  Montgomery,  April  13 f^w^ua IW 
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George  Smith,  May  31 ) 

Mathew  Lee,  September  15 V  Catania '*  186 

Bemiett  Oldham,  August  24 ) 

Norman  Carmichael,  Dec.  17,  1876 Clintonville "188 

William  W.  Gilmore,  January  15 Tombigbee **  190 

Henry  W.  Crawford,  50  years -July  12.     Brush  Creek "191 

Neil  H.  Baker,  April  22 Hillabee "197 

Thomas D.  Ledbetter,  June  17 |  Tr;n„^  n  loo 

William  A.  Vester,  July  27 f  ^^^^ ^^ 

John  N.  McGill,  September  — ,  1876. ...  \  m^^^-  ..  qo« 

HoseaT.  Henson,  27  years— Sept  2....  JJ^^^soow -wo 

John  J.  Sibley,  June  28 Marshall "209 

Angus  C.  Hugerson,  Dec.  17,  1876 )  Vewton  ••  2»24 

Ezekiel  Watford,  September  18 \  ^®^^^ ^^ 

Griswold  H.  Dolbear,  May  8,  1875 [  «  „.    ^^^  ««  qo« 

Averett  McVey,  May  16.  1875 ^SantaFe 226 

William  B.  KeUey,  March  7 Harpersville "235 

John  N.  Sowell,  July  3,  1876 Fairmount "238 

John  H.  McHugh,  July  11 Bowen        "241 

Lindsey  E.  Caffey,  January  2 {  Ramer  "  24^ 

Samuel  F.  Johnson,  September  23 j  ^™®' ^*» 

John  W.  W.  Thomas,  55  years— Aug.  6.     Harrison "246 

James  M  Milton,  July  26 Toluca "249 

William  Frazier,  63  years— June  18 Camp  Creek "  251 

Sr-^i.^S-t28::::::::::SN°^^o't "^^ 

Hugh  G.  Bright,  73  years— Sept  — Quitman. "2.54 

John  Sampey,  July  8 Bellville "260 

Simeon  Waits,  July  9 Frankfort "  275 

Kinion  Peacock,  October  28 Clinton "287 

David  F.  Harrington,  July  7..     • .     Norris "301 

Bonce  P.  Thomas,  December,  1876 ) 

Oliver  Hubbard,  May  8 >  Central "305 

John  M.  Marcy, ) 

John  B.  Feemster,  October  1 Warrenton "320 

William  B.  Johnston,  July  10 Madison  Station "329 

Napoleon  B.  Cooper,  November  9 Charity "  331 

Lewis  Horn,  July  18 Johnson "  337 

William  Horton,  July  20 Summit "  343 

William  S.  Campbell.  Dec.  19,  1876. . . .     Bienville "348 

Moses  G.  IVIatthewB,  February  17; Ozark "  349 

Bohert  L.  Pickett  March  8 Wilson  Williams "351 

William  D.  Daniel,  40  years— June  9. . .     Heaton "354 

J^^f•a"^'^b™,^1'^•:::::::::[^-B„«,n ..355 

James  E.  Beard,  September  13 Rutledge "  357 

Jacob  Shepherd,  March  26 Newtonville "360 

Andrew  Simmler,  May  — Chester *^  363 

John  W.  Redwine,  April21 Pleasant  Site "364 

Slade  Nabors,  September  23 Cross  Plains "368 

John  Vidmer,  November  23,  1876 Athelstan, «*  369 
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DBvid  T.  McOantB,  December  le,  187fi. .  )  i»^,|..  ^^^Air^» 

Je«e  G.  Bradly,  Febniaiy  4 J  BeU  8  landing 

Thomas B.  JexmingB,  May  13 Lodor. ...> 

Lewis  Miller,  November  1,  1875 Lake  City 

Sion  L.  Hill,  March  18 Ben  Pope 

Thomas  Martin,  July  1& Birmingham  Fraternal. 

David  H.  McClellan,  58  year»— Oct  7. . .  Newbnrg 

Aaron  G.  Brewer, Doric 

^ohn  Davis,  64  years— August  5 Amberson *  41S 


373 

374 
377 
383 
384 
388 
406 


Suspended  for  If  on-payment  of  Dues. 


BmKO  Virtue  No.  i,— James  A.  Skelton— 1» 

OiLEAD  No.  0.— Willmm  D.  Whitted,  Thomas  J.  Wilson,  Hairison  B. 
Callis,  BnfoB  G.  Lassiter,  Gross  Tarrer — 5. 

BoTAL  White  Habt  No.  10.— John  L.  HoKee^  Amerions  B.  Bush, 
James  C.  Flonmoy— 3. 

MoNTOoMEBT  Na  11. — John  Egger,  Heniy  Meyer,  Dayid  Wtw»^tiiM^^ 
Louis  Goldman,  George  A.  S4ein— 5. 

Mabion  Na  12. — ^Bobert  K  Ckx>de — 1. 

Flobence  Na  14.— James  M.  Crow,  James  Douglas,  William  C.  Scoit, 
Gaines  Boach,  Benjamin  F,  Williams,  Presley  H.  Williams,  John  W. 
Brown,  Bobert  T.  Call,  Andrew  J.  Williams,  Andrew  J.  Wafter,  William 
A.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Alexander^  James  P.  Mnzdook,  Thomas  B  Cochran, 
Aaron  Lanier,  J.  L.  Bobinson — 16» 

Daub  Na  25.— Edward  N.  Jones— L 

Sblma  Fbaxebnal  Na  27.— Joseph  May,  Henry  G.  Noble,  Meier  Be- 
hofer — 8. 

Mabxhoo  No.  2a— T.  R  Gaines— 1. 

BiBiHo  Sum  No.  29.— Biohard  Fields,  W.  W.  Hammaker,  J.  W.  Jones, 
James  H.  Wells,  A.  B  StcTexson,  Bichard  Fields— 6. 

WAHHiNGToif  No.  36. — ^WilUam  M.  Jackson,  William  T.  Norman — ^2^ 

OoiTBTLAMD  No.  37. — Jamcs  J.  Beemer,.  Thomas  J.  HoUand,  Jesse  M. 
Hall,  John  A.  Daniel,  Joseph  W.  Tweedy,  William  C.  Graham— & 

Wbtumfka  Na  39.— James  H.  Jndkins,  Charles  P.  Walker,  George  W. 
Smith — 3l 

Mnim.«  Na  40. — James  G.  Stewart,.  Joseph  Taoker— 2. 

Levdiostoii  Na  41. — Bnfas  M.  Brassfield,  €teorge  W.  Dainwood,  Boan- 
erges CL  Hunter,  John  B  Larkin,  Andrew  O.  DnBoee— 5. 

Lkkihiom  Na  43. — James  P.  Henniganr— 1. 

WABuar  Na  47. — James  D.  Boy,  Joseph.  B  Myriok,  John  J..  L.  Stew- 
art, John  Backer,  John  W»  Ckurk,  John  W.  Hollon— 6. 

jyEMOPCfSJB  Na  49.~£maiinel  Adler,  Alexander  Armstrong,  Timothy  G. 
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Cornish,  Pearson  J.  Olover,  Edward  D.  Kohler,  William  A.  Seawell,  Ben- 
jamin T.  Hart 

Union  No.  50. — Bobert  H.  Harper — 1. 

Nxw  Mabkbt  No.  52. — ^Thomas  P.  Adams — 1. 

Tbot  No.  56.— Charles  L.  Allen— 1. 

Saini^ohn's  No.  62. — WllliAm  M.  Thornton,  Thomas  H.  Doder,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Darnell,  Henry  Kohn,  Bichard  H.  Powell— 5. 

EuBKKA  No.  64. — Thomas  J.  Bamett,  Charles  J.  Watson,  Andrew  M. 
Cmm,  Henry  P.  Oliver,  Nathaniel  V.  Clopton,  John  Gamble,  John  Lister, 
Edwin  Knight»  John  A.  Knight»  BoAis  P.  Watt,  Bobert  R  Wright— 11. 

LmKBTT  No.  65. — Charles  A.  English,  Myron  A.  Boynton — 2. 

Hampdzn  Sidnst  Na  67.— William  Martin,  Walter  C.  Long,  John  Spar- 
renbnrger — 3. 

ToHOFSUL  No.  71.— B.  P.  Yoong,  John  F.  Shepard,  Beanford  T.  Yar- 
brongh,  William  H.  Shepard,  Benjamin  H.  Wagner,  J.  Joseph  Shep- 
ard—6. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.  —William  J.  Brinthanpt,  Matthew  F.  Albritton, 
Henry  V.  Johnson,  Allen  K.  Albritton,  Thomas  Lee— 5. 

Solomon  No.  74. — Comelins  Bay — 1. 

AuBUBN  Nit  76.— Andrew  H.  Bead— 1. 

Cbozixb  No.  78.— Alfred  T.  Martin,  Bobert  M.  Hanna— 2. 

Fbkdonia.  No.  79.— David  B.  Coleman,  Thomas  W.  Qlass,  James  D. 
Trammell— 3. 

Wiiioox  Na  80.— James  F.  Newbory — 1. 

Bellkfonte  Na  82. — ^Lemuel  G.  Mead,  A.  P.  Hadgins,  William  H!. 
Allen— 3.  i 

Friendship  No.  83.— Jacob  D.  Keish,  Charles  J.  Stewart,  DeWitt  L. 
Logan,  Henry  A.  Peters.  Thomas  M.  Taylor,  John  A.  Lee,  Bichmond 
Biley— 7. 

Ebophotic  No.  84. — B.  H.  Lee,  R  H.  Snow,  M.  B.  P.  Moorer,  George 
Bmner — 4. 

Mkbidian  Sun  No.  88. — ^William  A.  Davis— 1. 

PBiLiTViLLB  No.  89.— W.  F.  Smith,  William  Walker,  Patriok 
A*Heam— 3. 

Sawtkb  No.  93.— Bobert  Lattimer,  Stephen  A.  Pollard,  William  J. 
Stallings,  Bobert  Merrill,  Hardy  B.  Jackson,  Solomon  K  Jordan— 6. 

Danville  No.  95. — William  Breedlove,  Samuel  Liudsey,  Elijah  J. 
Pnckett,  Wesley  L.  Stover,  William  M.  Vest»  Nathan  L.  Proctor,  Mano- 
vah  y.  Henry,  Anderson  G.  Copeland— 8. 

TuGKABATCHEB  No.  96. — John  Kilcroano    1. 
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Fui/roii  No.  9a— Julias  £.  Bfimes,  Talbert  A.  McElroy,  Biohard  H. 
Boark-^ 

Sauem  No.  99. —David  A.  Crockett,  Greene  B.  Edwards,  William  H. 
C.  Edwards,  Daniel  H.  Floyd,  Charles  T.  Floyd,  Augustus  M.  Greene, 
William  P.  Mangham,  Sterling  H.  Pitts,  John  D.  Skinner,  M.  D.  Shelton, 
Nathan  Aldridge,  James  A.  Crockett— 12.    . 

Habtwsll  No.  101.— William  F.  Higgins,  Zachariah  H.  Clardy,  Wil- 
liam J.  Borden,  John  A.  Nicholson,  Samuel  J.  Noble— 5. 

Bkhbom  No.  103.— William  Lee,  James  M.  Wilson,  Bobert  H.  Wilson, 
William  A.  Bean— 4. 

SHiXiOH  Na  105.— Phil  Mask,  William  B.  Fornis,  Nat  G.  Threadgill— 3. 

Choctaw  No.  107.— John  Smith — 1. 

Oak  Bowsbt  No.  108. — Joseph  H.  Harris— 1. 

Dbam  No.  112. — James  P.  Lunsford,  John  P.  Lunsford,  William  Lnns- 
ford,  Aries  Lunsford — 4. 

Tssaxrnujt  No.  117. — S.  A.  Edwards,  Bobert  Farley,  Benjamin  F.. 
Garrison,  WiUiam  B.  Hanson,  Napoleon  J.  B.  Suttles,  Joseph  B.  Wal- 
tero— 6. 

NoTASULOA  No.  119.— James  N.  Wood,  Bobert  J.  Plant,  Archibald 
HcKee— 3. 

Gamp  Hill  No.  120.— John  W.  Fleming-4. 

Havana  No.  123.— Thomas  J.  Powers,  George  B.  Elliott,  Peter  A.  E1-. 
Hott— 3. 

YoBXViLLS  Na  131.— Andrew  J.  Pridmore,  John  B.  Williams — 2. 

LiOAGHAFOKA  No.  133.— Simsou  Herring,  Thomas  S.  Phillips,  Thomas 
J.  Dismuke — 3. 

Unitt  No.  136. — Andrew  J.  Aldridge,  John  A.  Bishop,  David  Dortch, 
Enoch  Davis,  Bobert  J.  Doak,  Bobert  H.  G.  Gaines,  John  D.  Lindsey, 
Nathaniel  J.  McConnell,  Allen  Mcintosh,  Gkorge  Fountain,  James  G. 
HcCaskey,  James  H.  Miller,  James  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  J.  Kimball — 14. 

Baldwin  No.  142.— John  D.  Weekly— 1. 

Daucvillb  No.  144. — Seth  A.  Cotter— 1. 

Fbaxkbhitt  Na  14S.— Jesse  W.  Ellis,  George  D.  Shelton— 2. 

BoDOXBSViLLB  Na  147. — John  D.  Nance,  George  Shoemaker,  Benjamin 
P.  Taylor,  W.  J.  Warmack,  Joshua  J.  Crittenden,  Thomas  H.  Jones— 6. 

Blaton  Sfbinos  No.  151.— Henry  H.  Powe,  Thomas  L.  Whitsett,  Alex- 
ander H.  Chestnut,  Jeremiah  N.  Daniels — 4. 

Maxbvillb  No.  158.— Monroe  A.  Sublett,  George  W.  CNeal,  Callaway 
Potts,  F.  M.  Sanford,  Jesse  Beed,  Thomas  B.  Lawler— 6. 

BuuTER  Na  166.— Benjamin  B  Seale,  John  A.  Lockard,  Darting  E. 
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Mount  Hofb  Ka  168.— John  M.  Clark,  John  MoGltmg,  Jiimes  H.  Wear, 
Valentine  A.  Hamilton,  John  M.  Coleman,  James  S.  Gipson,  William  H. 
Greene,  Valentine  A.  Bird — 8. 

BuxNA  Vista  Na  169.— PranjK  Hubbard— 1. 

CiiOPTOM  Na  171. — John  Harper— 1. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — ^Benjamin  F.  Jenkins,  James  Berry,  Charles 
Bobertson,  William  H.  Moore,  Alexander  C.  Bobertsou— 5. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173. — ^Whit  W.  Brame,  William  P.  Bell,  James 
V.  Galhoon,  John  W.  Jones,  Edward  H.  Morrison,  Samuel  K  Phillips, 
Alexander  P.  Wilson — 7. 

EzKL  No.  175.— James  H.  Houtton,  Elihu  Henderson,  Jackson  L. 
Smiley — 3. 

MoxTNT  TTTT.T.TAni^  No.  180.— Daniel  Moore,  John  J.  Griswell,  Burrell  EL 
Braswell,  Andrew  Rich, — 4. 

Cataula  No.  186.— James  R  Hall,  Boland  Hood,  John  W.  Partlon, 
•John  B.  Bowan,  James  ML  Philips,  John  C.  Brown— 6. 

CLnrroMYiLLE  No.  188. — Christopher  C.  Stringfellow,  John  M.  Carmi- 
ehael,  William  Armour — 3. 

BsusH  Cbeek  No.  191.— Alfred  Joie,  William  J.  Gully— 2. 

High  Loo  No.  193. — Henry  Hutchinson— 1. 

Helicon  No.  201.— Isaac  D.  Collier,  Andrew  J.  Clayton,  Everett  Dayies, 
8ion  Mitchell,  William  J.  Bird,  Franklin  Bedsale,  Bansom  Duke,  Mat- 
thew J.  Gamble,  Bowlen  Jefcoat,  John  W.  Pruett — 10. 

Valley  No.  203.— Richard  J.  Tillery,  Wade  H.  Hill— 2. 

Manning  Spsino  No.  204.— James  W.  McDade,  Robert  M.  IffiU— 2. 

Mosoow  No.  206. — Mack  W.  Loyd,  Zachariah  Harrington,  David  J. 
Guthry— 3. 

Alexandbia  No.  208.— William  Broughton,  John  L.  Willbcmks,  "RliaK^^ 
V.  Weaver,  Robert  Page,  Elbert  G.  Morris,  William  A.  Reid— a 

YoEK  No.  211. — Samuel  K  Cooner,  Joseph  W.  Ferguson,  Walter  G. 
Gravlee,  Andrew  J.  Hamilton,  John  A.  Lollar,  John  R  Sumner,  William 
Randolph,  John  J.  Thomas,  William  J.  Cooner,  Lucius  G.  Freeman,  Jo- 
seph T.  Sherer,  Ira  Robins,  Robert  Blackwood,  James  A.  Barton,  William 
F.  Peterson,  Jacob  A.  Jones,  Elijah  0*Rear— 17. 

Newton  No.  224.— James  T.  Richardson,  John  L.  Bailey,  John  C. 
Dean — 3. 

LouisviLLB  No.  225. — ^William  P.  Baxter,  Daniel  D.  McDonald,  Stephen 
A.  Andrews,  Malcomb  Gillis — i. 

Jakes  Pbnn  No.  227.— John  Barnes,  Wiley  M.  Camp,  Hilliard  Jowns, 
Abijah  Reeder,  John  H.  Walker— 5. 
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DAiiULS  No.  228.— Bobert  J.  Biddle,  Abram  Leverett,  Wilson  M.  Ligon, 
Matthew  McGlintock—4. 

SBPUuaL  No.  233.  — Artemns  A.  Pegler,  Artis  A.  Pegler— 2. 

HASPEBsyHiLE  No.  235.— Joshna  Gove— 1. 

Faibmount  No.  23a— John  Findly,  Heniy  Ward,  William  R  Bo8e~-3. 

Dawson  No.  244. — Franklin  A.  Ansley,  Joseph  Bryan,  Hillary  B.  Shine, 
Uriah  H.  Cook,  Daniel  Norsworthy— 5. 

Gamp  Gbekk  No.  251. — Julius  F.  Sims — 1 . 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252. — Zachariah  T.  Ghristian,  David  A.  Edes,  George 
W.  Hassell,  James  W.  Shepherd — 4. 

Oatlbsville  No.  256.— H.  Young,  James  Newman,  William  F.  Hen- 
derson, B.  M.  McGee,  Gharles  M.  Bell,  Andrew  L.  Barry,  £.  Gnnning- 
ham— 7. 

Randolph  No.  258. — Wesley  Latham,  Biichael  Piokett,  Andrew  J.  Gox, 
BoUy  Latham,  Samuel  Sellers — 6. 

Magnolia  No.  259. — Joseph  A.  Garter — 1. 

Talladega  No.  261.— Jarrett  Thompson — 1. 

Mount  Pleasant  Na  266. — lieuben  Arthur— L 

Glxfton  No.  272.— John  D.  Pritchett,  Theodore  H.  Watson,  Eli 
Yow— 3. 

Paint  Bock  No.  274.— Joseph  G.  Thomas,  David  A.  Thomas- 2. 

Bullock  No.  276.— James  W.  Ellis — 1. 

Northern  No.  278. — Lazarus  H.  Vann,  John  M.  Ledbetter,  Allison 
Worley- 3. 

Oharles  Baskerville  No.  281. — William  A.  Blackburn,  James  M. 
Dodson,  William  L.  Jones,  Galeb  Ehl,  John  W.  Willingham,  Jesse  F. 
Ellis,  James  E.  Andrews — 7. 

Geobgiana  No.  285. — John  J.  Dean,  John  K.  Sellers — 2. 

Clinton  No.  287.— Benjamin  S.  Braoewell,  Pearson  G.  Peacock,  George 
H.  Thomas,  William  J.  Bracewell— 4. 

Fobt  Deposit  No.  291. — James  H.  Bencher,  William  EL  Wilker- 
son — 2. 

NoRBis  No.  301. — Glaibome  Dixon,  David  F.  Harrington,  Nathan  M. 
Lynam,  John  T.  Larkin,  Ezekiel  P.  Lovelace,  Henry  P.  Smith — 6. 

ZioN  No.  304. — James  M.  Spann,  Elisha  Vickery,  Gharles  G.  Stewart, 
Calvin  Bishop,  Simeon  Estes,  David  Lee,  James  Lee,  Isaac  Perry,  Theo- 
dore S.  Webster,  Zephaniah  Anderson — 10. 

CsNTBAL  Gitt  No.  305.— EucUd  Johnson,  Thomas  J.  Wolf;  William  T. 
Smith— 3. 

JoNESBOBO  No.  315.— Isaac  W.  Sadler,  Willis  A.  Farrington,  Jacob 
Sharp,  Thomas  H.  Owen,  William  D.  McLaughlin,  James  H.  Baker— 6. 
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WABBEmKYir  No.  SaO.— James  Bayles,  William  B.  Wade,  Thomas  J. 
Connelly — 3 . 

Madibon  Statiom  No.  829. — James  M.  Douthit,  James  W.  Farley,  Wil- 
liam T.  Gamer,  John  B.  Slanghter,  William  A.  Pike,  Joseph  D.  Wil- 
liams, Bpbert  B.  Wingp,  James  P.  Ashford,  William  N.  Dedmon,  John 
G.  Bowers,  James  M.  Baldwin— 11. 

FoRKLAND  No.  330.— L.  L.  Singleton — 1. 

Nanafaua  No.  335. — George  Herrin,  John  G.  Kimbrell— -2. 

Johnson  No.  337. — Adam  A.  Benbow,  Nnbal  A.  Moor&--2. 

AiiBSBT  Pm  No.  339. — James  S.  Barton,  J.  Hichard  Gantlrell,  George 
H.  Glass,  James  Batlandi  Nathan  H.  Scmggs,  James  Wright — 6.    . 

GiiEAB  Cbeek  No.  340.— David  G.  Bianasoo,  William  Dodd  jr.,  John 
Taylor,  John  F.  Gagle,  Francis  M.  Bevis,  John  York,  John  Larrimoroi 
William  Harbin,  Joseph  Jackson,  Daniel  J.  Mize,  Joeier  Oommens,  An- 
drew J.  Taylor,  lliomas  J.  Cowart,  Albert  Lawson,  Henry  H.  Dopree, 
John  R  Fanght— 16. 

SuMMFT  No.  343. — John  W.  Linn,  James  S.  Hamilton— 2. 

PiXEyiLLB  No.  344. — William  K.  Westbrook — 1. 

BoBoNo.  345.— John  W.  Branan,  Hansford  D.  Price— 3. 

HuBTviLLE  No.  346.— Benjamin  F.  Borom,  W.  T.  Chandler,  Jamas  P. 
Crawford,  Grigsby  T.  Long,  Levi  J.  Wilcoxon — 5 . 

BiKNViiiLE  No.  348. — ^Absalom  Kittrell — 1. 

OzABK  No.  349.— Nicholas  T.  Christian,  Robert  J.  Dowlihg,  George  M. 
T.  Gibson,  Melon  T.  Matthews,  James  W.  T.  Smith,  Aris  Woodham— 6. 

Rock  MHiLs  No.  353.— Edward  D.  Andrews,  Elisha  M.  Gross,  John  T. 
Bennett,  George  K  Hendon,  William  Allason,  James  W.  MoDonoogh — 6. 

Van  Buben  No.  355. — Leander  Copeland,  Isaac  N.  LoVins,  Jesse  L. 
Jolly,  Warren  H.  Sims,  Thomas  J.  Nicholson,  Alexander  Stewart,  Wil- 
liam  H.  Morgan*  John  W.  Norman — 8 . 

BxriLXDOB  No.  357.— Levi  B.  Hambrick,  George  W.  Loweiy— 2. 

Babboitb  No.  358 .  —William  Phipps— 1 . 

Nbwtontiijjb  No.  360.— Giay  Strickland,  David  £.  Woods,  William 
Johnson,  John  L,  Patterson,  William  Hollman— ^ . 

Town  Cbsek  No.  361 .— Telemachos  A.  Scogins,  J.  W.  Spangler— 8. 

Chbsteb  No.  863. — Monroe  D.  Parker,  James  C.  Calvet,  James  Yandex- 
ford,  Annanias  W.  Thomas,  William  C.  Pasley,  Samuel  Hays,  John  H. 
Gates- 7. 

Pleasant  SrrB  No.  364.— William  B.  Hoghes,  David  N.  Patterson— 2. 

Chandler  No.  367.— Zimri  Brooks,  Jame^  H.  Bell,  Asa  Bw  Beid,  Beeae 
T.  Beed— 4. 

Cboss  Plaixb  No.  368.— Andrew  D.  Bailey,  Solomon  W.  Swaffotd— 8. 
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Bkh  Pope  No.  383.— Levi  Worthington— 1 . 

Bibicdcoham'Fratebiial  No.  384. — John  A.  Milner,  Andrew  Marree, 
John  B.  Webb,  James  B.  Fonyille,  James  W.  BoUer,  Michael  Haggartj, 
£.  J.  Kirby,  Joseph  D.  Knowlton,  John  L.  Worthington,  Lawrence  H. 
Matthews,  Michael  Clifford— 11 . 

MtTHFOBD  No.  385. — Simon  W.  Pace^l. 

Tbihitt  No.  386.— Francis  M.  Davis,  John  G.  Baker  sen.,  Eugene 
Ferris,  George  G.  Boop — 4 . 

NsWBCBOH  No.  388.— Francis  M.  Little,  William  P.  Dickinson,  Isaac 
li.  Gzayes,  John  G.  Whitlock,  Thomas  J.  Mitchell,  John  S.  Bossell, 
Charles  P.  Banks— 7. 

Ybbmoh  Na  380. — John  Holliday,  B.  Van  Boren  McDaniel,  James  M. 
I.  Gnyton,  Vinoennes  Holly,  Simeon  B.  Thomas,  Craren  Walker,  Blnford 
McDaniel— 7. 

WsixBEBs  No.  390.— Hardy  Bobertson,  Leander  Bobertson,  William 
Bobertson,  Biley  F.  Bobertson,  John  W.  Miller— 5. 

NoBTH  BoBDBB  No.  391.— Andrew  P.  Vanght,  Simeon  Corder,  Be^ja* 
min  F.  Gray,  Samuel  M  Bagle,  James  P.  Bagle,  James  R  Coz,  Albert  M. 
Brooks,  Haidy  T.  Chapman,  Jerome  W.  Westmoreland— 9. 

HxcxoBT  Flat  No.  392.— Joseph  T.  Hudson,  John  C.  Strickland— 2. 

OnuMiL  No.  395.— Isham  Benton— 1 . 

Falktcllb  Na  396. — James  J.  Dinsmore,  Volley  K  Sims— 2. 

OxBEM  Hnj.  No.  402. — James  Bretherick — 1. 

DoBZC  No.  406 .  — Pinkney  P.  Carroll— 1 . 

HxLKNA  Na  410.— Burrus  A.  Warren,  John  C  Jones— 2. 


Reinstated. 


-•-♦■ 


Macx>n  No.  7.~Elijah  M.  Chapman,  Giles  0.  McLeod— 2. 

Faabab  No.  8.— Robert  J.  Vann,  Kobert  T.  Emend,  William  S.  Earn- 
est, William  McDonald — 4. 

GnjBAD  Na  9 .  — John  Toong — 1 . 

RoTAii  Whttb  Habt  No.  10.— Monroe  Warren,  Edward  S.  Harris — ^2. 

George  Washinoton  No.  24. — William  R  Morgan,  William  T.  Eat- 
man — 2. 

Dale  No.  25. — Duncan  A.  McDonald,  Orrin  D.  Carstarphen — ^2. 

LaFatbtte  No.  26.— William  D.  Burford— 1 . 

Sblma  Fbatebnal  No.  27. — Charles  B.  Hill,  Edwin  C.  Haygood,  Willis 
D.  Clark,  Henry  Lewis  Smith,  William  H.  Hoston,  Benjamin  D. 
Cram— 6. 

BisiNo  Sun  No.  29 .  —James  S.  Britton— 1 . 

Washington  No.  36. — Lewis  B.  Thornton — 1. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Lewis  Green — 1. 

Gaston  No.  44 .  — Charles  H.  Bryant — 1 . 

Harmony  No.  46. — Solon  A.  Wellborn,  Maximilian  B.  Wellborn,  Stan- 
ton  H.  Dent,  Samuel  Bennett,  John  L.  M.  McBae,  J.  B.  Bryant,  John  W. 
Johnson,  Thomas  A.  Smart,  Benjamin  Morris,  William  EL  Fatter8oii« 
Patrick  O'Byme,  Henry  R.  Shorter— 12. 

Demopolis  No.  49. — Mat  Bainbridge,  David  Aiken— 2. 

Union  No.  50. — James  J.  Brown,  Edward  E.  Hudson,  M.  S.  Her- 
ran— 3. 

New  Market  No.  52. — George  H.  Britton— 1. 

Greening  No.  53 . — Joseph  B.  Bonnett— ] . 

Amity  No.  54.— Thomas  B.  McKerall— 1. 

Mount  Moriah  No.  55. — John  T.  Stinson— 1 . 

Troy  No.  56.— John  A.  Cunningham — 1 . 

Saint  John's  No.  f»2 .  — Chandler  M.  Pope — 1 . 

Eureka  No.  64. — Seth  S.  Alay — 1. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67 .  — Milton  A.  Goree— 1 . 

HoLSEY  No.  68 .  -John  W.  Shelly—l . 
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HowASD  No.  69.— John  W.  Blair— 1 . 

Cemtbal  No.  70 .  —Henry  Backus — 1 . 

ToHOFZKA  No.  71. — Jamos  L  Sewell,  Jamee  H,  Lowiy,  Andrew  J. 
Jjowry — 3. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.— Samuel  G.  Dilbume— 1. 

Solomon  No.  74 .  —Isaac  H.  Vincent— 1 . 

AuBURir  No.  76. — Isaiah  J.  Morris— 1 . 

Fbedonia  No.  79.  -Winston  W.  Gay— 1. 

WiLoox  No.  80. — William  T.  Martin,  Joseph  Reams,  Thomas  F.  Jen- 
kins—3. 

Fbikndbhip  No.  83 .  —Benjamin  F.  Glass,  Alexander  H.  James,  James 
A.  M-  Ward— 3. 

PbattvilleNo.  89. —Stephen  H.  Pearoe-r-1. 

HsNBT  No.  91  .—George  T.  Roberts— 1 . 

Sawteb  No.  93.— David  A.  Ferryman,  William  H.  Spenoe,  David  M. 
Smith,  J.  F.  M.  Davis,  Timothy  li.  Dishoroon— 5 . 

Danville  No.  95.— Arthur  T.  Ck>uch,  Elias  Graft,  William  G.  Cope- 
land,  John  N.  Cannon,  John  T.  Hendon,  Robert  M.  Livingston,  Samuel 

C.  liovelady,  Simeon  P.  Lovelady,  John  B.  Long,  Wesley  B.  Linsey, 
Bobert  C.  Puckett,  Hiram  N.  Vest,  George  W,  Vest,  John  P.  Woodall, 
Hiddleton  £.  Woodall,  David  D.  Gibson,  David  Day,  John  W.  Hartgrove, 
George  W.  Wiley,  Sylvahus  Gibson,  William  S.  Terrentine,  John  Gibson, 
Bichard  B.  Day,  Matthew  A.  Gray— 24. 

TncxABATCHEE  No.  96. — ^Robert  £.  Hartness— I. 

Habtwzll  No.  101 . — Sterling  G.  Jenkins,  William  M.  Taylor,  ToUiver 
P.  Gwin,  James  C.  Wright,  James  M.  McLean,  Christopher  A.  Orr,  John 
Yoe— 7. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104. — Edmond  Persell — 1 . 

FoBEST  Hill  No.  110. — Calvin  Upchurch— 1. 

NoTASULOA  No.  119. — Jacob  S.  Chestnut,  Elisha  Gullahom,  Robert  B. 
Barrow — 3. 

GoFFEZviLLE  No.  122. — Johu  Pace— 1 . 

YoBKVZLLB  No.  131. — Thomas  H.  Anderson,  Alexander  W.  Agnew,  L. 

D.  Hawkins— 3. 

LoACHAPOKA  No.  133.— Thomos  D.  Hart— 1. 
Bbadvobd  No.  138. — Jesse  White — 1. 
Shelby  No  140.— Michael  J.  O'Barr— 1 . 

BuBLESON  No.  143. — Hardin  Patterson,  William  R.  Johnson,  William 
G.  Stamphill,  Thomas  Thorn,  Jasper  Davis,  John  B.  Hardin— 6. 

19 
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DALEYiiiLE  No.  144 .  — William  Scomers— 1 . 
Fbaternity  No.  145. — Frank  A.  Hanna— 1. 
Ck>LD  Wateb  No.  148. — Marion  Hogan,  James  H.  Strickland — 2. 

Bladon  Sfbimob  No.  151. — James  L.  Lenoir,  Bladon  L.  Corley,  John 
B.  Long — 3. 
Mount  Jeffebson  No.  152. — William  Hamilton— 1. 

SonERTiLLE  No.  157. — Thomos  C.  Grady,  Nathan  Marion,  John  N. 
Wilson,  John  Dnnn,  John  M.  Simpson  —5 . 
Maysville  No.  168. — John  C.  Clark — 1. 

Fayetteyillb  Authentic  No.  163. — James  Penyman,  William 
Perryman,  John  W.  Cooper,  John  H.  Townsend,  James  S.  May- 
herge — 5. 

SuMTEB  No.  166.— John  K  Ewell,  Caleb  C.  Williams— 2. 

Mount  Hope  No.  168 .  — John  R.  Chilcoat — 1 . 

Fellowship  No.  172.  —Thomas  G.  Osborne — 1 .    ' 

Mount  Htlliakd  No.  180. — Joseph  Biley. 

Cataula  No.  186.— William  B.  Kerr,  Samuel  A.  Wysitt— 2. 

Clintonyille  No.  188. — Elisha  Folsom,  Isaiah  T.  Law,  Joseph  Saw- 
yer—3. 
Bbush  Cbeek  No.  191.— Barnes  M.  Henderson — 1. 
Chattahoochee  No.  192. — Timothy  Collins,  TArry  Collins — 2. 
Hillabee  No.  197. — William  D.  Saxon,  Jasper  P.  Williams — 2. 
Stlacauoa  No.  200. — William  J.  Evans,  Archibald  S.  Stewart — 2. 
Helicon  No.  201. — John  W.  Davis — 1. 
Valley  No.  203.— William  L.  Godwin— 1 . 
Mabshall  No.  209. — Charles  Enbanks — 1. 
Putnam  No.  212. — James  H.  Robinson,  James  S.  Fitner— 2. 
Euclid  No.  213 .  — Wylie  L.  Cooper — 1 . 
Sandy  Ridoe  No.  223. — Alpha  Champion — 1. 

Louisville  No.  225  —-Seaborn  J.  Camming,  Uzziel  R.  Shelby,  James 
R.  Gftines— 3. 
Santa  Fe  No.  226.— Henry  Bryers— 1. 

James  Penn  No.  227.— George  W.  Wright,  Levin  A.  Wright— 2. 
Dallas  No.  228 .  — Thomas  W.  Newsom,  Melton  O.  Lee — 2 . 
Rameb  No.  243.— William  K.  Chambers,  Moses  W.  Smith— 2. 

Dawson  No.  244.— Robert  M.  Josej^  John  W.  LaFlore,  George  Shell, 
Joseph  M.  Sellers — 4. 

Habbison  No.  246.— Joseph  M.  Beard,  James  A*  Smith,  William  V* 
Thomas— 3. 
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LiLWBEMCB  No.  248.— Andrew  J.  Galhoan,  John  P.  Czawford— 2. 

QuTTMiLN  No.  254.— Henry  H.  Shell— 1. 

Ervin  No.  257.— Robert  M.  Guttery— 1 . 

Bandolph  No.  258.— John  Lovejoy— 1. 

Tall^boa  No.  261.— Thomas  P.  Whitfield,  George  W.  VdoaohBt 
George  S.  Walden,  William  G.  McGoUpugh.  William  Wallace  Wil- 
son— 5. 

Highland  No.  262.— David  Y.  Wyatt,  Robert  F.  Donoan,  John  A. 
Griffin,  George  Harrel — 4 . 

WiKD  Greek  No.  267. — Joseph  Knox,  William  Johnston,  Wiley  A. 
ODaniel— 3. 

Fbamkfobt  No.  275. — ^Nimrod  T.  Underwood,  James  W.  Hoop- 
er—2. 

Sprxngvillb  No.  280 . —Henderson  D.  Gowden,  Reaben  Lit- 
tle—2. 

Waijeer  No.  286. — John  G.  Self,  George  8.  Oamp. 

Olikton  No.  287. — John  Gain— 1 . 

NouRis  No.  301.— John  F.  Barker— 1 . 

Holly  Grove  No.  323.— Nevels  H.  Bridges— 1 . 

Madison  Station  No.  329. — Elkanah  J.  Trotman— 1 . 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.— John  T.  Truss,  Henry  Trass— 2. 

Kamafalia  No.  335  — Gharles  G.  Johnston — 1 . 

Johnson  No*  337.— William  P.  Gurtis— 1 . 

Albert  Pike  No.  330. — James  S.  Baker,  John  Garrithers,  William 
I>aniel,  Jack  G.  Gathrie,  David  B.  Hall,  Goodloe  Pride,  Gharles  T. 
Pride,  John  Ross,  John  H.  Rodgers,  Seaborn  Thorn — 10. 

FiMEvnjiB  Na  344. — William  T.  Hamilton,  Aaron  M.  SoUins — ^2. 

Echo  No.  345.— Daniel  Riley,  Nelson  Stackey,  John  W.  Branch,  Panl 
H.  Preston— 4.  ^ 

Bienvillb  No.  348. — John  L.  Owen— 1 . 

Book  Mills  No.  353.— Samael  Gole,  William  a  Mayfield«  Ellas  G. 
Breed,  William  G.  Whittock,  Thomas  T.  HoUey45. 

Yam  BuRBit  No.  355 .  —James  Ghastain — 1 . 

BuTLEDGE  No.  357 .  — Pinckney  A.  Tatam,  George  W.  Hagard,  Freder* 
ickBosh— 3. 

NBvrroNviLLE  No.  360.  —Jacob  G.  Trull,  Thomas  J.  Trull— 2. 

PiiKABANT  Site  No.  364.— Francis  M.  Winchester- 1 . 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368.— Joseph  R.  Walker— 1. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383 .  —Gabriel  Hnghes— 1 . 

MuNi^BD  No.  385 .  —Thomas  W.  Norris— 1 . 
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NoBTH   BoBDEB   No.    391.— Alexander    Ridgeway,    George    W.    Ra- 
gle-2. 
HzcKOBT  Flat  No.  392.— John  W.  Noland,  James  H.  Hines— 2. 
Helena  No.  410.— William  B.  CroBS— 1. 


\ 


Suspended  for  Unmasomc  Conduct 


Charles  R  Holt,  October  17 

F.  DeGra£feiireid,  September  18 

Joseph  H.  HampBhire,  March  26 .  . . 
Natbaniel  V.  Clopton,  September  3. . 

Thomas  Lynch,  Jane  16 

John  M.  Hudspeth,  July  14 

Francis  A.  Roberts,  December  23 . . . 

David  G.  Wilson,  September 

John  A.  West,  October  3,  for  6  mos. 

Virgil  W.  Wright,  January  10 

James  A.  Wylie,  June  18  

E^irard  T.  Brewion,  March  21 

Benjamin  Long,  May  2 

James  W.  Stevens,  December  30, 1876. 
Francis  M.  Mackey,  August  4,  1876. 
Samuel  DiUard,  April  21 


Athens No.  16 

Rising  Sun ••  29 

Mobile ••  40 

Eureka "  64 

Central ••  70 

Henry "  91 

Danville "  95 

Be^ison "  103 

Shelby "  140 

Bladon  Springs *'  151 

Euclid "  213 

Norris "  301 

Central  City "  305 

Rock  MiUs "  363 

Newtonville *•  360 

Ben  Pope .' "  383 


Expelled. 


136 


Benjamin  Anderson Marion  . . . .' No.  12 

James  T.  Thigpen,  P.  0 Dale "  26 

Peter Binford..! Rising  Sun "  29 

William  K  Stammers Harmony "  46 

Thomas  a  Rhyne Hermon •«  106 

Bobert  B.  Cave )  -n-t^ 

George  W.  Huggins J  unity. 

Harry  R  Norwood Cold  Water ««  148 

Walter  Towry Bastaboga ««  155 

Joseph  Irvin Mount  Eagle "  165 

George  W.  DiUard Hillabee "  197 

John  £.  Brewer James  Penn *'  227 

James  M.  Piggott Sepulga **  233 

Edward  W.  Nix Bowen "  241 

James  H.  Stewart Quitman *'  254 

John  C.  Johnson Ervin **  257 

Reuben  Arthur Mount  Pleasant **  266 

Solomon  D.  Wilson Butler  Springs ««  270 

J.  D.  Rudd Bullock- "  276 

George  W.  Milam Ragan **  341 

Bobert  A.  War© Chester. "  363 


Lodges  Delin^ueEt  in  1877. 


^^•« 


FOB  MON-PATMXNT  07  DITBS. 


Helion. No. 

George  Washington ** 

Vienna •* 

Jefferson ** 

New  Market " 

TompkinsYille ** 

Friendship " 

Newbem *• 

Shiloh " 

Forest  Hill " 

Sylvan " 

itlix " 

Bolivar '* 

Boanoke. " 

Columbia. '* 

CSulton " 

Missoori 

Chambers , 

Etam 


1 

24 

48 

51 

62 

61 

83 

102 

105 

110 

111 

124 

127 

132 

135 

139 

146 

149 

150 

158 

161 

170 

178 

184 

187 

Delta ••   189 

Carroilton "    214 

Idneville "   219 


•« 


c« 


Maysville. 

Penick " 

Elba " 

Desotoville " 

Bnmdidge. '* 

lisndmark 


CI 


It 


Bexar No.  230 

231 
234 
237 
245 
246 
247 
253 


II 


II 


It 


Dnck  Spring 

Isney 

Tallassee «• 

John  Payne. 

Harrison * 

Oropwell 

RoseHilL •• 

Walnut  Grove •«  264 

Pea  River ««  271 

Larkinsville "  277 

Charles  Baskerville **  281 

Richmond •*  282 

Warrenton "  320 

Viola «•  324 

Georgiana  Davis "  338 

ClearCreek «*  340 

Sipsey «•  360 

Scottsboro «*  359 

Houston «•  365 

Goliad "  370 

RussellviUe "  371 

Ohatchee **  380 

Waterloo "  382 

FalkviUe •«  396 

Black  Oak "  397 

High  Shoals "  413 


FOB  N0M-BEPBE8ENTATI0N, 


Helion 

No.      1 

Carroilton 

No.  214 

Alabama 

"       3 

Builders 

*•   215 

Bising  Virtue 

Gileal 

"       4 

Lineville 

"   219 

"       9 

Tensaw 

"   221 

Marion 

..tj...   "      12 

Bexar  

"    230 

George  Washington. . 
LaFayette 

"     24 

Duck  Sorinff 

«•    231 

"     26 

Isney 

"   234 

2% 
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Conrtland. No. 

Hiram 

Vienna 

Union 

Jefferson 

New  Market 

Tompkinsville 

Fredonia 

FriendBhip 

Sawyer 

Newbem 

Shiloh. 

Forest  HilL 

Sylvan 

I>ean 

Midway 

Perryville 

Camp  Hill 

Havana 

FeUx 

Mortimer  Boeder 

Bolivar 

Yorkville 

Boanoke 

Columbia 

Bradford 

Chilton 

Shelby 

Bethd 

Baldwin 

Burleson 

Daleville 

Missouri 

Bodgersville 

Chambers. 

Etam 

Nixburg 

Maysvillc 

Penick ^ 

Buena  Vista. 

Elba 

Fellowship 

Desotoville. 

Brundidgo 

Landmark 

Delta 

Brush  Creek 

Chattahoochee 

Caledonia 

Sylacauga    .     

Valley 


37 
42 
48 
50 
51 
52 
61 
79 

a3 

93 
102 
105 
110 
111 
112 
114 
117 
120 
123 
124 
126 
127 
131 
132 
135 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
146 
147 
149 
150 
154 
158 
161 
169 
170 
172 
178 
184 
187 
189 
191 
192 
198 
200 
203 


Tallassee No.  237 

John  Payne "  245 

Harrison '«  246 

Cropwell •'  247 

Camp  Creek '*  251 

North  Port "  252 

Rose  Hill *»  253 

Ervin     "  257 

Magnolia "  259 

Walnut  Grove "  264 

Meridian "  265 

Mount  Pleasant "  266 

PeaBiver. "  271 

lArkinsville. •*  277 

Northern •'  278 

Charles  Baskerville <*  281 

Bichmond *«  282 

Norris *«  301 

Jonceboro "  315 

Cluttsville •«  319 

Warrenton "  320 

Holly  Grove •«  323 

Viola "  324 

Madison  Station. **  329 

Greorgiana  Davis. **  338 

Clear  Creek ••  340 

PikeviUe "  344 

Sipsey "  350 

Heaton *«  354 

Scottsboro "  359 

Houston **  365 

Chandler...; "  367 

Goliad "  370 

Bussellville •*  371 

Bell's  Landing *«  373 

Sauta  Creek "  376 

Robert  K  Lee. "  379 

Ohatchee «  *•  380 

Waterloo "  382 

Trinity "  386 

Newburgh «*  388 

Weathers "  390 

Falkville "  396 

Black  Oak •*  397 

HawRidce. •*  399 

Hanceville "  400 

Childersburg ••  403 

Hoboken "  404 

Pondtown •«  409 

High  Shoals «*  413 

George  Smith "  417 
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Gaston No.    44 

Hemdoii **    125 

Monroeville **    153 

TallasBee "    237 


Gftyleflvillo No.  256 

HuUock. "    276 

GiJlespie ••    290 


CHABTCB8    FOBFETTED  IN   1877. 

Cokemllo No.    75  |  YoungBvillo No.  326 

Ashland "    366 

Barbour "   368 

BeuPope •«   383 

North  Border. •*   391 


Pf»Kftlb 

116 

Onon 

177 

Mount  Hilliard 

180 

Pine  Level 

202 

FleanntHill 

321 

VOBFEirBD,  BSYOKED,    AMD  00N8OIJ1>ATED. 

Nombers  2,  5,  13,  15,  17,  18.  19,  20,  21,  23,  30,  32,  33,  34,  35,  38.  45, 
Sa  60.  66,  73,  75,  77,  85,  86,  87,  92.  94,  100,  109,  113,  115,  11(5,  118,  121, 
128,  130.  137,  156, 169,  160.  162,  164,  165,  167,  174,  177,  179,  180,  182. 
183,  194,  196,  202,  205,  216,  217,  220,  229,  232,  236,  239,  240,  255,  263.  268, 
269,  27.3,  279,  283,  284,  288,  2d9,  308y  316,  317,  318,  321,  322,  325.  326» 
327,  328,  333,  336,  342.  :)47,  352,  356,  368,  362,  372,  383,  391,  393,  401.— 
Total  number  96 


EECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 182 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Oommnnication 7,829 

Daes  received  at  this  Grand  Gommanication $3,935  00 

Number  of  Lodges  that  paid  their  daes. .   248 

WoBK  or  THE  Teab  1877. 

Liitiated 277 

Passed. 252 

Baised 242 

Aflftliated 251 

Rejected 64 

Dimitted 381 

Died 148 

Expelled. 21 

Suspended  for  unmasonio  conduct ]6 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  Dues 568 

Reinstated \ 250 

Condition  of  thx  Lodges, 

Lodges  square  upon  the  books 189 

Lodges  delinquent  for  non-representation 116 

Charters  forfeited,  revoked,  and  consolidated ! 96 

Army  numbers 19 

Lodges  under  Dispensation 3 

Whole  number  at  the  end  of  the  year 423 


Notice  to  Sulsordinate  Lodges. 

Officers  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  especially  Masters  and  Secretaries, 

are, requested  to  take  particular  notice  of  the  following  : 

**  Every  Lodge  that  shall  neglect  to  make  regular  returns  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  or  to  pay  its  dues,  or  &il  to  be  represented  in  tiie  Grand  Lodge 
for  two  successive  vears,  or  which  shall  fiail  to  assemble  for  work  for  me 
space  of  six  months,  shall  be  stricken  from  the  books  of  the  Grand 
L:>dge,  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  masonry,  and  its  charter  declared 
forfeited.->iS^  Sec,  22,  Art  VI.  of  the  QmstHtUion  cf  the  Grand  Lodge. 


CALENDAR  OP  PULL  MOONS, 


Sftj  of  Uia  Wtck  and  Hootii  on  iriiloh  tnrj  Full  Itson  tiSit,  from  Junair 

1870,  to  Dseombtr  1883,  IneliulT*, 

Compiled  (rom  DeMotgtu,  bjr  BrothM  W.  R  I^ngTidge,  of  Iowa. 
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What  the  Lodges  Say. 


•  ^  ifc  fc 


GiLEAD  No.  9.— No  seal;  lost  by  fire;  ordered  one  from  New  Tork;  not 
yet  received. 

Wetumpea  No.  39. — Sent  three  yonng  ladies  to  school  daring  the  last 
year. 

EuBEKA  No.  64. — Condition  of  the  Lodge  improved  daring  the  lost  12 
months.  Had  to  improve  the  Lodge-room,  bat  now  oat  of  debt  Lost 
some  good  members  by  death,  by  operation  of  law,  and  by  removal;  bat 
liope  to  get  some  of  them  back  when  times  become  better.  Oar  charities 
have  not  been  extensive,  bat  have  tried  to  do  oar  daty. 

Bhtloh  No.  105.— Brother  Bennet,  whose'  death  is  recorded,  was  one  of 
the  charter  members,  and  a  bright  jewel.  Brother  Conner,  another  mem- 
ber, was  master  for  several  years,  and  highly  esteemed  for  his  masonic 
knowledge. 

Dbam  No.  112. — Death  of  Secretary  Jalias  G.  Bobinson  recorded. 

Crnvrov  No.  139. — ^Lodge  Hall  has  been  bamt  Lodge  meets  bat 
seldom.  Commanications  held  in  the  school-room.  In  financial  difii- 
cnlties;  hope  to  do  better  soon. 

Bethel  Na  141.— Eveiything  bamt  ap.  Betams  made  oat  from 
recollection. 

NizBTTBO  No.  154. — Lodge  in  a  bad  condition.  Members  live  some  dis- 
tance from  the  Lodge-room,  and  do  not  attend  regalarly. 

Haebthok  No.  2^. — "Haxi  times,  money  scarce,  a  long  droath,  and  a 
short  crop. 

E.  H.  Cook  No.  381. — ^Working  harmonioosly,  and  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. 

Tbikitt  No.  386. — ^Have  had  a  trying  time,  bat  prospects  axe  brighten- 
ing. Have  met  monthly  withoat  a  single  exception !  Will  hold  on  and 
liope  for  better  times. 

WsATHEBs  No.  390. — ^Under  oar  by-laws,  all  who  do  not  pay  their  daes 
by  the  regalar  meeting  in  November,  stand  saspended. 

NoBTH  Post  No.  391. — Finances  will  not  allow  of  sending  a  representa- 
tive to  the  Grand  Lodge  this  time.    Hope  to  do  better  next  time. 

Habibblle  No.  398. — ^Have  had  a  Hall  to  baild  and  oar  membership  is 
small. 

Haw  Bidob  Na  399. — Coanty  line  rans  between  the  Lodge  and  the 
PoBtoffice;  therefore  Lodge  Hall  in  Coffee,  and  P.  O.  in  Dale. 


Grand  Secretaries  and  tlidr  Address. 


■♦^ 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Lnke  K  Barber LitUe  Book. 

2.  Galifomia. Alexander  Qnrdon  Abell San  Frandsoa 

9.  Colorado Edward  G.  Flarmelee *. . .  .Georgetown. 

4.  Connecticut Joseph  E.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware. William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Colnmbia . .  William  B.   Singleton Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  C.  Dawkins Jacksonyille. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  Blackshear.  .Macon. 

9.  Hlinois. John  F.  BorriU Springfield. 

10.  Indiana John  M.  Bramwell Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa. Theodore  S.  Flemrin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  H.  Brown Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana James  C.  Batchelor New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachusetts Charles  H.  Titus Boston. 

1&  Michigan. Ellery  L  Garfield Detroit 

19.  Minnesota. Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  FauL 

20.  Mississippi John  L.  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Yincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  B.  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Neyada Samuel  W.  Chubbuok GoldHilL 

24.  New  Hampshire George  P.   Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  H.  Hough Trenton. 

26w  New  York James  M.  Austin New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina DonaldW.Bain Baleigh. 

2&  Ohio JohnD.  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Bockey  P.  Earhart Portland. 

30.  Pennsylvania John  Thomson Philadelphia. 

81.  ^ode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  CftTolJTMi ChaileB  Inglesby Gharkston. 
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33,  TenneiMe John  Frizzell NaahviUa 

3L  Texas Qeorge  H.  BringhoiBt Houston. 

35.  Vennont Henry  Clark Bntland. 

36.  Viiginia. William  B.  Isaaoe Richmond. 

37.  West  Virginia Odell  a  Long WheeUng. 

38.  Wisconsin John  yf,  Woodhnll Milwaukee. 

39.  Dakota. William  E.  Oaton ElkPoint, 

40.  Idaho Charles  Himrod. Boise  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelias  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico DaTid  J.  Miller Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah. Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Blilbome  Reed Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming William  G.  Tonn Eyanston. 

46l  Indian  Territory Bufns  P.  Jones Cadda 

47.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont. 

48.  New   Bnmswiok William  F.  Banting Saint  John. 

49.  Nova  Scotia Benjamin  Carren Halifax. 

'BO.  Qaebec John  H.   Isaacson Montreal. 

51.  British  Colombia Coote  M.  Chambers Victoria. 

52.  Manitoba John  H.  Bell Winnepeg. 

53.  Prince  Edward  Ishmd..R  Wilson  Higgs Charlottetown. 

54.  England John  Hervey London. 

55.  Ireland Samael  B.  Oldham,  Dep Dublin. 

56w  Scotland D.  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

57.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral. . .  .Rio  Janeria 

58.  Chili. Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

59.  Pern Charles  Prince Lima. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  ADDKESS 

IIkxky  Clay  AiiMSTisoxa. .  Sii.s|M'nsioii (iniDcl  MakUt. 

IIknky  i\  T<»Mi'Kixs I'liiou  Sprinj,'s IK-imty  Gmuil  Miwter. 

RrtrH  W.  C'l mii 1  hU'Wn  Stiiior  (Tr&iul  Wanlen. 

John  H.  H.iNKirKAD Mnsctiw Junior  (imnd  Wiinlen. 

William  H.  Dinnslkv M<»iitj,'nmtTy Gniud  IVejisurer. 

Danikl  Sayre  Moiil^'oiiuTy Gr.md  StHTetiir>-. 

Rkv.  \Villl\m  ( ■.  Hlkhhoe  Ij!iF»iy«;tUf (inind  Chapluin. 

JosKni  M.  KuMPK Liij^litou (Jmutl  Maimhal. 

JosKPii  \  Ai>AMH Nt\vt<iii Siiiior  Orsiud  Deiicoii. 

JoHx  W,  .JoNKH Ji'ft'iTscm Jiiuiuu  Graud  Ikiioon. 

Adam  U.  ISakkr Mont^omer>-   (ir.iiid  Steward. 

.Toux  \V.  M\isTiN Montt^oiiury Gmnd  Sti'wai^l. 

Jamks  Davidsiix M<»ntj<«»nury Gmnd  'liliT. 

DLIVKIJ  S.  IJEKK.'^ MoBnj:. 


Xim«-K  TO  KK<.IiKTAnit>*  OF  SI'IIOUIUNATK  tvuMiHS. 

.T<t*Kv» ry  Lrxlj^i*  shiill  I'li-rt  its  ciil"nMrs  nt  Iho  rt'^idur  Coninninicatiou 
inini('iliiit<'ly  pr(('<Mlin<4  tlio  Kcstivid  in  Jnnr.  mni  mnht  ilnf  rrturn  to  ike 
tifiiiiil  Srrcturif  iis  soon  us  tlu'  Oft'nvrs  are  iiiMidlfd,  whioli  shnll  take 
l»lii<M'  as  soon  as  |irai'tic':ililf  thmal'ti-r.  —  fnustitfifiihi  t't  tif  tifiml  htfi/e, 
Art'ol,    17,  S,vf;n„  ir.. 


In  ca-f  S,'ri\tjirii'S  ot  SuliDrdiuatr  Lodges  shonld  not  r«'C<'i\v  blank 
UKTiiixs  by  tin;  1st  of  Oi-toKr,  or  it  tlicy  slionld  fjiil  to  nri'iiv  tlu-ae 
rrocvi'ilin^s  in  a  rt'.isonaldc  tinn*.  tln-y  aro  r««|iu'sti'il  tii  writo  for  tbciu, 
and  inform  tin*  (rnmd  St'cntitiY  how  to  torwanl  tht-m. 


rations  of  •' Tla- Most  Wnrsliipful  Grand  Lod^^e 
ptrd  MaHons  of  Alabama  and  itH  Masonsic  JnriH- 
I'W  Masonic  Tmiplr,  in  tin-  Cify  of  Mont^omerv, 
■jvnibor  of  oacli  and  evi-rv  vrar. 


»•  /ViifMi//i«/.v  ir'tll  h*  smt  hif  surrt ssir*-  inoils  to 
vctttitni-s,  unhsfilheff  nn-  sent  tit  thr  luttrr  hi  one 
t  cinif  In  hfinil,  thfy  fill  fjt  tin*  wr'it*  f**r  tlt*m^  ami 
to  s*  mi  th'M. 


^ 


PROCEEDINGS 


oi"  Tin; 


Grand  Lodgk  of  Alabama 


i^c: 


-r^-  1878-  ^^3 


K 


I 


.[ 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 


OF   TUK 


Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama, 


HKLD  IN   THE 


CITY  OF  MONTGOMERY, 


COMMENCING  DECEMBER  2d,    A.   D.    1878,    A.    L.    5878. 


-»  ♦  » 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA. 

llA.Biti^TT    4     BBOWN,     STATE    PBINTBBS. 

1879 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  the  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Montgomery,  on  the  Evening  of  Monday,  the  2d  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1878,  A.  L.  5878. 

PRESENT : 

HENRY  CLAY  AKMSTRONG Grand  Master. 

HENRY  C.  TOMPKINS..^ Deputy  Grand  Biaster. 

RUFUS  W.  COBB Senior  Grand  Warden. 

JOHN  H  BANKHEAD Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY Grand  Treosurc^r. 

DANIEL  SAYRE Grand  Secretary. 

REV.  WILLIAM  C.  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

STEPHEN  H  BEASLEY,  as Grand  Marshal. 

TH02HAS  T.  ROWLAND,  as Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

JAMES  A.  BILBRO,  aa Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

ADAM  R.  BAKER Grand  Steward. 

JOHN  W.  MARTIN Grand  Steward, 

JAMES  DAVIDSON Grand  Tiler. 

PAST  GEAND  OFFICEES : 

David  Clopton Grand  Master. 

WiMOH  WiLLiAMB Grand  Master. 

JoBEPH  H  Johnson Grand  Master. 

Ibaiah  a.  WiiiK>N Grand  IVIaster. 

Pajliceb  J.  PiLLAiis Grand  Master. 

Sajc  Thoicpson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jajckb  M.  Bbundidob Junior  Grand  Warden. 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1878. 

REPRESENTATR'ES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Wilson  Williams Arkansas. 

Henry  A.  Woolf Canada. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Louisiana. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson Georgia. 

Diiniftl  ^ftvrA  J  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Missouri, 

mniei  »ayre ^      Nova  Scotia,  Oregon. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Nebraska,  Wisconsin. 

Oliver  S.  Beers New  Jersey. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins N5w  York. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Pennsylvania. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies^  from  Subor- 
dinate Lodges,  as  follows : 

1.     Heliou William  H.  Tancre* W.  M. 

Alabama. Rnfus  C.  Torrev* " 

T?ic,««  vi^,i..  J  William  G.  B.  Pearson* " 

Rising\irtue ]  William  G.  Cochrane S.    W. 

Moulton DeWitt  C.    White W.  M. 

Farrar S«m  Thompson " 

Gilead Oliver  C.  Ulmer «« 

Royal  White  Hart John  A.  ^'oster " 

(  Daniel  Sayre •• 

Montgomery J  Alfred  H.  Moses S.   W. 

(EmilKulman J.    W. 

Saint  Albans Henry  A.    Woolf W.  M. 

■pi  I  j  Lucky  W.  Jenkins •* 

^^*® 1  Peyton  D    Burford* a    W. 

T  a  Pn vnf ♦«  ]  Charles  E .  Waller* •* 

^'^^^"^ "jciarence  M.  Verdell J.    W. 

Selma  Fraternal Henry  F .  Mullen* S.    W. 

Rising  Sun James   M .  Brnndidgo* W.   M. 

Aiit4iugii Albert  W .  McNeel •* 

Woai.^««f^«  (  Thomas  T.  Rowland S.    W. 

Washington j^^j^^  A.Steele* J.   W. 

\Vnt»„,r.to  J  William  S.  Penick* W.  ML. 

^^'^""'P^^ JThomasP.   Whitby S.    W. 

xr_y-M -  i  William  S.  Foster W.  M. 

*^°^"° "j  John  R.  Tompkins* a    W. 

Livingston John  Gideon  Harris W.  M. 

Hiram John  M .  Wyly* " 

Harmony James  Milton •* 

-UT,^__^„  J  DerreJl  F.  Duramus* «* 

^^**"*'^ "j  James  D.  Duramus* S.  W. 

49.     Domopolis -C.  Boaz  Whitfield J.    W^ 
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No.      50.  Union John  W.   Bush W.  M. 

5L  Jefferson George  W.  Bogan* ** 

52.  New  Market Francisco  Ric6* " 

ro  n^^^^i^r,  i  George  R.  Famham ** 

53.  Greening ]  Young  M .  Rabb* S.    W. 

66.  Troy Joaiah  Jernigan W.  M. 

!  James   A.  Bilbro ** 
Jesse  L.Adams S.   W. 
Reuben  J .  Thornton* J.    W. 

( John  C.  Grumbles W.  M, 

59.     Benton i  Aaron  Richard S.   W. 

(  Aquilla  Q.  R.  Trott J.    W. 

61.  Tompkinsvillo William  R.  Horn W.  M. 

62.  Saint  Johns. |  fiXrt  %.  jX^! !  *.  *. !   ".'.'.'.ij.  V 

64.     Eureka William  T.  Dunklin 8.    W. 

f-r     T  iu^^^  I  Samuel  W .  Pegues* W.  M. 

55.     Liberty. ]  John  A .  EUerbe S.    W. 

AT     TT«».»^^»  q;^»»«.  S  Andrew  W.  Rucker W.  M. 

67.  Hampden  Sidney |  Henry  D.  Long a   W. 

(  Oliver  S.  Beers W.  M. 

69.     Howard J  Daniel  Smith* S.    W. 

(  Philip  C .  Caudidus* .  •. J.     W. 

71.  Tohopeka Henry  A .  Garrett " 

72.  Widow's  Son George  A.  Barge W.  M. 

74.  Solomon William  0.  Bledsoe S.    W. 

75.  Ookerville John  J.  Simpkins* W.  M. 

76.  Auburn George  P.Harrison  Jr ** 

79.  Fredonia William  J.  Grady *« 

80.  Wilcox Joseph  B.  McWilliams ♦' 

83.  Friendship Jesse  P.  Taylor J.    W. 

84.  Erophotic Alfred  H    Lee W.  M. 

88.     Meridian  Sun Aaron  Moas ** 

^-  ^''viue I  Sntf rinu. .::::: : j.  'V 

90.  Pfister William  B.  Jackson  J r W.  M. 

(Edward   Blacklidge " 

91.  Henry. i  John  R.  Blacklidge*. .   S.    W. 

(  Alexander  C .  Gordon* J.    W. 

93.  Sawyer Charles  A.  Smith S.    W. 

96.  Tuckabatchee David  D.  Kent W.  M. 

97.  Lozahatchee Hampton  W .  Glover* '* 

98.  Fulton Lawrence  L .  Gaddy* ** 

99.  Salem : Daniel  W.  Floyd ,     " 

ini  -a^^^^u  J  Thaddeus  L.  Robertson S.    W. 

101.  HartwelL j  John  F    Graham J.    W. 

102.  Newbem Louis  W.  Turpin* W.  M. 

105.  Shiloh Thomas  H.  Bradford* " 

106.  Hermon Joseph  R.  Ramsey ** 

110.    Forest  Hill Louis  A.  lavender* ** 

♦ProxieB. 
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No.    111.  Sylvan George  A.  Stewart S.    W. 

117.  PerryviUe John  A.  FnUer J.   W. 

119.  Notasulga Ralph  T.  Armstrong S.    W. 

120.  Camp  mil Walter  R.  Dawson W.  M. 

123.  Havana Briggs  W .  Hopson J.    W. 

"      124  FpHy  j  Haygood  Pipkin* W.  M. 

1^4.  i?eiix ^  Walter  J.  Jordan S.   W. 

"     12fi.  Mortimer  Reeder Henry  H .  Bums " 

"     127.  Bolivar. William   K.  Spiller ** 

131.  Yorkville Thomas  T.  Gore* W.  M. 

-oo  T       u      1  S  Wiley  W.  Bloodworth *• 

133.  Loaohapoka •  J  Lewis  T.  Wimberly* S.    W. 

«•     135.  Columbia. Edward  S.  Powers* W.  M. 

i<      iQa  rr„u„  j  Kossuth  A.  Mayer W.  M. 

136.  Hnity j  Charles  L.  Diwis. J.    W. 

•«      138.  Bradford. Stephen  ^L  Pearson W.  M. 

140.  Shelby Amos  M.  Elliott* S.    W. 

141.  Bethel Robert  U.  McCaghren W.  M. 

142.  Baldwin David  C.  Byrne J.    W. 

143.  Burleson Robert  J.  White S.    W. 

144.  Daleville Isaac  K.  Thompson W.  M, 

^AK  T?,«*^»«;««  J  John  M.  Doyle S.   W. 

145.  Fraternity j  CamiUus  Turner* J.    W. 

146.  Missouri Isaac  M.  Johnson S.  W, 

147.  Rodgersville Zechariah  B.  Romine J.    W. 

148.  Cold  Water Michael  Y.  Hayes W.  M. 

149.  Chambers Benjamin  J.  Foster " 

"      150.  Etam Calvin  L.  Harrell •• 

"      153.  Monroeville John  DeLoach *» 

**     154.  Nixburg William  L.  Johnson. " 

"      158.  Maysville Constaniine  B.  Saunders. .  . . .  S.    W, 

II      1/ji  T5««;«T,  ^  William  C.  Cousins W.  M. 

Ibl.  1  enick J  j,jj  Haynie S.    W. 

"     163.  FayetteviUeAathentic.j^j^rp'-^rr;;;.;-^^ 

*•      168.  Mount  Hope John  M.  Clark* W.  M. 

••      169.  Buena  Vista   William  A.  Martin *♦ 

»*      170.  Elba Joseph  E.  P.  Floumoy* 

••      171.  Clopton James  M.  Bridges*  " 

**      172.  Fellowship Elins  A.  Brown " 

(  John  Giudrat  Winter 

**      173.  Andrew  Jackson J  Julius  Tandy  Glaze S.   W. 

(  Henry  C.  Davidson J.    W. 

"      175.  Ezel Oliver  C.  Rushton W.  M- 

**      178.  DesotoviUe. Charles  C.  McCall a   W. 

"      180.  Mount  Hilliard Benjamin  J.  Dismukes* W.  M. 

Howell  L.  Peebles* •• 

David  E.  Nix J.    W. 

184.  Bnmdidge Gostavus  Hendrick. W.  M. 

186.  Catawla Davis  E.  Cason " 
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Landmark. Biohard  D.  Lacios W.  M. 

CliDtonville. Alfred  McGee " 

Delta George  W.  Ziterow 8.   W. 

Tombigbee John  W.  Jones W.  M. 

Brush  Creek Thomas  F.  Hall " 

Chattahoochee. James  B.  P.  Chambers " 

Tiiryh  J^a  J  Janics  T.  Armstrong* ** 

^^'^^^ lAndrew  J.  Armstrong* 8.  W. 

Opelika Benjamin  H.  Bossen* *• 

Hillabee Martin  G.  Slaughter W.  M. 

Caledonia NatPace S.   W. 

Kiligea Nathan  Landers. W.  M. 

Sylacauga Albert  J.  Crumpler* " 

Valley. Oswell  Albright " 

Manning  Spring Charles  McDade* " 

Alexandria. Samuel  D.  McClelen J.    W. 

Marshall BufusK.  Boyd " 

Builders. Claiborne  H.  Gorman W.  M. 

cso»«  jM^r.^  J  Beuben  T,  Ewing " 

bam  iJixon -j  g^^j^j^i  ^ .  McSpadden* 8.   W. 

Lineville. Edmund  B.  Stephens W.  M. 

Tensaw  I  Henry  J.  Hunt* " 

^^"^^ ]  Thomas  P.  Atkinson J.   W. 

Sandy  Bidge John  C.  Fonville a   W. 

(  Bichard  A.  Bamsay W.  M. 

Newton i  Peyton  W.  Bailey* S.  W. 

(  John  B.  Yelverton. .  .* J.  W. 

Santa  Fe Frank  N.  Wynn* W.  M. 

T««,«o  Pn««  i  William  H .  Stuckey " 

James  Penn j  ^.jj.^^  ^   Cureton* S.  W. 

Bexar John  Arnold W.  M. 

Duck  Spring Bobert  M .  Crump S.   W. 

Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

EEarpersville. John  W.  Pitts. . , '* 

T«llfiB«Pfi  i  JohnF.  Ashurat " 

lallassee iSolomonT.  Strickland*....  S.  W. 

Bowen Theodore  Tiedei](ian W.  M. 

Coosa Isaac  C    Hall " 

Bamer. Anthony  H.  Sellars " 

Dawson. John  F .  Lowry* J.  W, 

Harrison Andrew  J .  Bradley S.    W. 

CropWell James  D.  Truss W.  M. 

Lawrence Newell  M.  Thornton " 

A_„„j  J  Moses  D .  Pinson , *• 

^"'^^'^ 1  William  N.  Jones* a   W. 

Camp  Creek  Thomas  L.  QuiUian " 

North  Port Henry  H .  Brown W.  M. 

Quitman Michael  F.  Fail a   W. 

Ervin. David  Manasoo W.  M. 

Bandolph Beden  D.  Hicks ,. " 
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No.  259.  Magnolia Theodore  L.  Eastbam* W.  M. 

"     260.  Bellville Anthony  D.  Sampey " 

( James  fl .  Joiner ** 

"     261.  Talladega. i  Joseph  H .  Johnson* a    W. 

( Myles  J    Greene* J.  W. 

"      262.  Highland NeedhamLee* W.  M. 

"     264.  Walnut  Grove John  H.  Campbell *• 

"     265.  Meridian George  C .  Saunders* *• 

"     266.  Mount  Pleasant James  D.  Dreisbach* " 

•*     270.  Butler  Spring Thomas  H.  Barge »• 

*•     271.  Pea  River William  T.  Chapman " 

*•     272.  Clifton William  A.  Kimbrough " 

•*     277.  Larkinsville Mason  B.  Shelton S.    W. 

278.  Northern George  W .  Butler J.    W. 

281.  Charles  Baskerville. . . ,     Gustavus  Legg* W.  M. 

"     282.  Richmond Nicholas  J .  Hasselvander . . .  .J.    W. 

"     283.  Daviston. John  D.  Motley* W.  M. 

*•     2S5.  Georgiana Pinkuey  M .  Bruner " 

"     286.  Walker Charles  Drennen ** 

•*      301.  Norris. William  J.  O'Bannon " 

"     304.  Zion William  A.  Musgrove* 

"      305.  Central  City Isaac  A.  McMillan* «• 

"      319.  Cluttsville William  A.  Pettns ** 

"     320.  Warrenton Ezekiel  C^uch*- " 

*•      321.  Pleasant  Hill Rilev  S.  Bottoms* J.    W. 

"      323.  Holly  Grove James  M.  Thompson* W.  M. 

"      324.  Viola Thomas  B.  Deaver J.    W. 

"     329.  Madison  Station George  R.  Sullivan W.  M. 

"     330.  Forkland Milton  W.  Hand S.  W. 

•*      337.  Johnson Henry  D.  Curtis* W.  M. 

*•     338.  Georgiana  Davis George  W.  Cross* 

"     340.  Clear  Creek Thomas  G.  Dupree* «* 

•*      341.  Reagan David  A.  Wright " 

••      344.  Pikeville Mer*»dith  T.  Akers 

*i      *ur  Vnhr^  5  William   E.   Mathews W.  M. 

.540.  J!.cno J  William  G.  Peacock* 8.  W. 

"     346.  HurtviUe {  SS  W.  E^Lng.;. •::.•;  .S^'w: 

••      .348.  BienviUe Palmer  J.  Pillans W.  M. 

349  Ozark  '  ^""^^^  ^^-  ^"""^^ " 

J4y.  uzarK J  Jesse  M .  Carmichael S.    W. 

350.  Sipsey James  Mills  jr W.  . M 

**     354.  Heatou Burrell  J.  Word " 

*•     357.  Rutledge John  A.  Padgett •• 

"      358.  Barbour John  D.  Blocker " 

**      a59.  Scottsboro (Jreen  D.  Campbell* " 

•*      .365.  Houston Benjamin  F.  Curtis 8,    W. 

•*      368.  Cross  Plains Alexander  McCollister W.  M. 

"      369.  Athelstan. Thomas  P.  Brewer •• 

*•     371.  Pussellville John  Thompson »* 

•Proxit« 
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v,x     070     ■D«ii'«T««.i;««  j  Calvin  J.  Nettles S.    W. 

No.    373,     BellsLandiDg ]  Henry  11,  Green J.    W. 

"  375.     Gainesville Edward  N.  Kring W.  M. 

"  376.     Sftuta  Creek John  G.  Winston   jr " 

(  JauieH  T.  Thompson " 

"  378.  .  Weogufka J  John  A.  Sears* 8.    W, 

(  Daniel  J.  Thompson* J,    W. 

"  379.     Robert  E,  Lee Neal  B.  Matthews 8.    W. 

*•  380.     Ohatchee John  A.  Glenn W.  M. 

"  381.     E.  H.  Cook John  W.  Gaston* •* 

••  382.     Waterloo Hiram  Richardson " 

"  383.     Ben  Pope John  W.   Duncan* " 

**  3vS4.     Birmingham  Fraternal.     Peter  Holzschuher* ** 

•'  386.     Trinity Lucian  K.  Burt* S.    W. 

"  3!:<8.     Newburg Thomas  H.  Moore* W.  M. 

"  389.     Vernon Isaac  H.  Saunders* " 

»•  390.     Weathers William  M.  Scarborough* " 

••  .391.     North  Border Reuben  M.  Craig S.   W. 

*'  39.').     Opelika Isaac  Heyman W.  M. 

••  396.     Falkville Edward  J.  Oden S.   W. 

•»  398.     Hartselle Andrew  A.Oden* W.  M. 

"      399      Haw  Rid^e  i  Benjamin  F.  Warren 8.    W. 

JJJ.     ±iaw  Kidge j  Phillip  King J.    W. 

"      100.     Hanceville Derrell  Cono W.  M. 

"     40;).     Childe-rsburg Richard  E.  R.  Hicks •* 

'•     404.     Hoboken Stephen  J.   Etheridge " 

"     406.     Doric Benjamin  F.   Barnes ** 

"     410.     Helena Rufus  W.  Cobb* •• 

(  Hirtim  M.  Hayes ** 

411 .  Jemison 2  Seaborn  J.  Heath S.   W. 

(  Lawaon  J,  Hand J.   W. 

412.  Amberson George  D.  Hicks " 

413.  High  Shoals Bird  H.  Ford W.  M. 

S.James  P.  Lawler * ' 
Alphcus  A.  Hurst S.    W. 
Wilson  P.  Howell* J.    W. 

«*      417.     George  Smith William  C.  Howton S.    W. 

•*      421.     Cullman  Fraternal Richard  H.  L.  Whorton W.  M. 

••      423,     Clanton WMlliam  D.  Sartor " 

♦Proxies. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother 
William  C.  Bledsoe. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  de- 
livered his  Annual  Address,  and  on  motion  of  Brother 
Senior  Grand  "Warden,  it  was  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Brothers  P.  G.  Masters — 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  of  Saint  Johns  No.  62. 
Joseph  H.  Johnson,  of  Talladega  No.  261. 
Wilson  Williams,  of  Opelika  No.  395. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESa 

Brethren  cf  Vie  Orand  Lodge : 

Another  period  of  refreshment  has  passed  and  we  find  ourselves  again 
at  labor  for  the  good  of  oar  beloved  Institation.    And  as  we  withdraw 
ourselves  from  the  busy  affiiirs  of  life,  and  enter  the  sacred  precincts  of 
our  beautiful  temple  to  take  into  consideration  the  interest,  welfare  and 
common  good  of  the  Fraternity  within  our  jurisdiction,  I  deem  it  not 
amiss  to  suggest  that  it  becomes  us  to  make  that  searching  self-examina- 
tion which  will  enable  us  to  understand  ourselves  as  Masons.     With  what 
interest,  to-day,  do  we  regard  those  masonic  principles  of  charity,  truth 
and  justice  which  under  circumstances  of  great  solemnity  and  impress- 
iveness  were  first  presented  to  our  benighted  minds?    What  zeal  have  we 
for  the  growth  of  those  moral  influences  upon  our  consciences  which 
teach  us  that  we  are  brothers  ?    How  much  do  we  desire  the  perpetuation 
of  that  power  which  binds  us  together  by  the  strongest  ties?    What  love 
have  we  for  those  blessed  scriptural  precepts  which  have  been  so  beauti- 
fully engrafted  upon  our  mystic  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  which,  when 
observed,  *'  fit  our  minds  as  living  stones  for  that  temple  not  made  with 
hands  eternal  in  the  heavens  ?"    These  and  many  other  questions  equally 
as  suggestive,  we  might  with  profit  ask  ourselves  as  we  look  down  this 
evening  in  the  great  depths  of  our  hearts  to  see  if  we  are  in  accord  and 
sym^iathy  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  l^Iosonry.     Brethren,  let  us  ex- 
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amine  oarselves,  whether  we  will  be  Masons  indeed,  known  and  read  of 
all  by  our  upright  walk  as  men !  And  if  upon  this  examination  we  have 
a  conHciousness  of  weakness  or  failure  ut  any  point,  let  us  reconsecrate 
ourselves  to  the  high  privilege  and  duty  of  henceforth  illustrating  the  ex- 
cellence of  true  Masonic  character,  by  an  increased  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  precepts  of  our  noble  Order. 

In  looking  over  the  past  Masonic  year  we  see  abundant  cause  for  grati- 
tude to  a  merciful  Providence.     Comparatively  we  have  been  spared 
visitation  from  that  terrible  plague  which  within  the  past  few  months  has 
Bwopt  thousands  of  our  fellow  mortals  into  eternity.     While  it  is  true 
that  to  some  extent  we  have  sufifered  from  it,  and  have  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  many  valuable  citizens  who  fell  victims  to  its  power,  yet  its  work  of 
devastation  and  d^th  in  our  midst  is  almost  as  nothing  compared  with 
the  sufifering  in  some  of  our  sister  jurisdictions.     New  Orleans,  Memphis, 
Vicksburg,  Grenada,  Canton,  and  other  places,  were  but  recently  vast 
chamel  houses  for  the  dead.     Their  commercial  life  was  stifled,  and 
the  homes  of  their  citizens  desolated  by  the  fell  destroyer.    As  we  re- 
member this  we  can  but  feel  that  indeed  we  have  been  blessed,  and  our 
hearts  should  swell  with  gratitude  to  our  Supreme  Grand  Master  for  His 
gracious  deliverance. 

We  cannot  pass  the  consideration  of  this  subject  without  referring  to 
the  noble  self-sacrifice  of  our  brethren  of  this  and  other  jurisdictions. 
There  are  numerous  instances  where  they  responded  nobly  and  unself- 
ishly to  the  cry  of  the  distressed.  Even  at  the  risk  of  life,  and  often 
unto  death  were  they  faithful  in  the  practice  of  relief  and  brotherly  love. 
It  is  with  true  Masonic  pride  that  we  remember  their  conduct,  and  feel,  if 
possible,  a  stronger  attachment  than  ever  to  the  tenets  of  our  Order. 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  Masonry  in  our  jurisdiction  is 
prosperous.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  our  borders,  and  I 
congratulate  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  fact  that  no  questions  of  a  char- 
acter calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our  deliberations  will  probably 
arise. 

I  received  some  days  since  a  communication  from  Brother  William  J. 
T.  Stapler,  Seoretaiy  of  Hogorsvillo  Lodge  No.  147,  calling  attention  to 
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the  fact  that  there  were  a  number  of  brethren  living  within  the  jarisdic- 
tion  of  said  Lodge,  who  some  years  ago  were  made  Masons  in  a  Tennessee 
Lodge,  McCallom  No.  350,  and  asking  what  action  the  Grand  Lodge  had 
taken  with  reference  to  their  cases.  I  find  that  P.  G.  M.  Pillans,  in  his 
address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1876,  called  attention  to  this  matter  and 
requested  that  some  action  be  had  on  the  subject;  which,  however,  for 
some  cause  was  not  done.  I  am  satisfied  from  information  that  I  consider 
entirely  reliable,  that  the  brethren  who  have  thus  obtained  the  degrees 
are  good  men  and  true,  and  at  the  time  they  petitioned  McCnllom  Lodge 
No.  350  of  Tennessee,  Rogersvillo  Lodge  No.  147,  in  our  jurisdiction,  was 
not  in  working  condition.  I  therefore  think  there  was  no  intentional 
disrespect  to  our  jurisdiction;  and  that  the  matter  may  have  attention  and 
be  definitely  determined,  I  ask  that  the  same,  with  the  oommunication  of 
Brother  Stapler  which  is  herewith  submitted,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

Some  time  last  summer  I  appointed  Brothers  J.  C.  Abercrombie  and 
F.  M,  Myers,  of  Tuskegee  Lodge  No.  57,  a  committee  to  take  charge  of 
the  furniture  and  jewels  of  Warrior  Stand  Lodge  No.  1 15,  said  Lodge 
having  some  years  ago  forfeited  its  charter,  with  instructions  to  turn  the 
same  over  to  the  brethren  of  Tuskegee  Lodge  No  57,  for  their  use— theirs 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  This  they  did,  and  said  property  is  now 
held  by  them  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  following  Dispensations  have  been  granted  : 

To  Jemison  Lodge  No.  411  to  elect  a  W.  M.,  the  l^Iaster  elect  being 
ineligible;  also  to  the  following  Lodges  to  elect  officers,  having,  for  good 
cause  shown,  failed  to  elect  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  constitution  : 

Loachapoka  Lodge  No.  133. 

Kising  Virtue  Lodge  No.  4. 

Solomon  Lodge  No.  74. 

Barbour  Lodge  No.  358. 

Gaylesville  Lodge  No.  256. 

Central  City  Lodge  No.  305. 

The  following  Lodges,  to-wit :  Barbour  No.  358,  Ben  Pope  No.  383, 
Pleasant  Hill  No  321,  having  forfeited  their  charters  by  reason  of  non- 
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payment  of  daes  and  non-representation,  but  having  paid  np  all  dues  for 
which  they  were  in  arrears,  and  applied  for  Dispensations  to  continae 
their  Masonic  labors,  I  aathorized  them  to  do  ro  until  this  communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  restore 

their  charters. 
Granted  Dispensations  authorizing  the  remoyal  of  the  following  lodges, 

being  satisfied  from  representations  made  that  the  convenience  of  the 

membership  would  be  subserved  and  the  good  of  Masonry  promoted  by 

the  change: 

Penick  Lodge,  No.  161,  from  Central  Institute,  its  former  location,  to 
a  school  house  near  Pleasant  Grove  church. 

Barbour  Lodge,  No.  858,  from  its  former  location  to  Big  Sandy  school    ' 
house,  and 

Pleasant  Hill  Lodge,  No.  321,  from  its  former  location  to  Allen's  fac- 
tory. 

Declined  to  grant  Dispensations  authorizing  the  consolidation  of  Ope- 
lika  Lodge  No.  19.5  and  Opelika  Lodge  No.  395  ;  also,  Mobile  Lodge  No. 
40  and  Magnolia  Lodge  No.  259,  believing  as  I  do  that  Article  YI,  sectixm 
23,  of  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  forbidding  the  voluntary  sur- 
render of  a  charter,  gives  authority  alone  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  act  in 
such  cases,  and  so  advised  the  petitioners.  I  have  no  doubt  Masonry 
would  be  benefited  by  granting  these  applications,  and  should  they  bo 
renewed  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  would  recommend  your  favorable  consid- 
eration. 

I  received  in  July  last  from  Washington  Lodge  No.  36,  a  request,  in 
which  seven  other  lodges  joined,  to  call  a  special  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  consider  a  matter  that  I  thought  could  bo  disposed  of  at 
our  regular  communication  and  suffer  no  detriment  by  the  delay,  there- 
fore declined.  The  purpose  that  they  have  in  view,  as  indicated  in  their 
communication  to  mo,  ''  is  to  provide  an  endowment  to  the  M.  M.  degree 
to  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  all  Master  Masons  who  participate  in  the 
scheme."  The  object  is  laudable  and  praiseworthy,  and  as  a  committee 
has  been  appointed  by  Washington  Lodge  to  bring  it  to  your  attention,  I 
trust  you  will  give  to  the  matter  such  consideration  as  its  importance  de- 
mands. 
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I  Babmit  herewith  for  yoar  approval  or  rejection,  a  synopsis  of  some  of 
the  decisions  made  by  me  daring  the  year.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  report  all  of  the  decisions,  as  those  omitted  involve  questions  of  lla- 
sonic  law  which  have  been  repeatedly  settled  by  the  Qrand  Lodge. 

Ruled— 

That  a  lodge  has  no  right  to  pass  resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of,  or  bury  with  Masonic  honors,  a  brother  who  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  daes. 

Not  less  than  seven  Master  Masons  can  hold  a  lodge.  The  charter  or 
warrant  aathorizing  lodges  to  assemble  and  work  is  granted  to  seven 
Master  Masons,  and  no  less  a  number  can  open  a  lodge  and  transact  busi- 
ness than  is  required  to  obtain  a  charter  or  warrant. 

When  complaint  is  made  by  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  (although 
not  a  member  of  the  Lodge  to  which  he  complains)  against  a  brother, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  lodge  to  which  the  brother  complained  of  belongs,  to 
investigate  the  facts;  and  if  the  brother  complained  of  is  guilty  of  un- 
masonic  conduct,  to  prefer  charges  against  him.  Absence  of  the  brother 
complained  of  from  the  State,  is  90t  a  sufficient  reason  to  refuse  an  in- 
vestigation. 

General  worthlessness  and  the  reputation  of  a  common  liar  is  good 
cause  for  preferring  charges,  and  if  sustained  the  brother  is  unworthy 
Masonic  protection,  and  should  be  expelled. 

That  dues  against  a  brother  who  has  been  elected  Secretary  of  a  lodge 
continue  to  run,  not  withstanding  the  fact  that  the  by-laws  of  the  lodge 
exempt  the  Secretary  from  dues,  until  such  time  as  he  has  been  regularly 
installed  and  commenced  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Secretary;  and  if 
in  arrears  for  two  years  dues,  including  the  time  between  election  and  in- 
stallation, ho  was  liable  to  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

That  a  subordinate  lodge  has  the  right  to  eloct  any  member  thereof 
who  has  filled  the  station  of  Warden,  to  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master, 
and  the  member  who  is  thus  elected  is  entitled  to  be  instilled  without 
any  reterenco  to  Past  I^Iaster's  degree.  The  Chapter  degrees  have  no 
connection  with  the  Blue  Lodge  degrees,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  O. 
B.  of  a  Chapter  Past  Master  that  would  prevent  his  sitting  in  a  lodge  or 
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filling  any  subordinate  office  under  a  Worshipful  Master  who  had  never 
receiyed  the  Fast  Master's  degree. 

A  non-affiliated  Mason  is  not  entitled  to,  and  should  not  receive,  ma- 
sonic buriaL 

A  lodge  has  the  right  to  entertain  a  petition,  from  a  brother  suspended 
by  it,  asking  to  be  restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  and 
may  restore  him  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Lodge,  provided  a  majority 
of  the  whole  lodge  be  present. 

Anything  that  contravenes  the  moral  law  is  unmasonio.  Habitual 
drunkenness  being  immoral  is,  therefore,  unmasonio.  Temperance  is  one 
of  the  cardinal  virtues  of  our  institution,  and  Us  obsertxmw  ought  to  be 
rigidly  enforced  by  the  subordinate  lodges. 

Ballotings  for  the  degrees  should  be  had  at  a  regular  communication  of 
the  lodge,  but  a  candidate  balloted  for  and  raised  at  a  called  communica- 
tion of  the  lodge,  the  membership  having  been  notified  by  the  Secret&ry 
of  such  conmiunication,  was  legally  made  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  Master  Mason.  His  status  cannot  be  afifected  by  any 
irregularity  had  by  the  lodge  as  to  the  time  or  manner  of  balloting  on  his 
application  for  the  degree. 

A  lodge  that  has  tried  and  expelled  a  non-affiliated  Mason,  may  restore 
him  to  the  rights  and  privileges  ot  masonry.  It  requires  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  all  the  lodge  who  are  present  to  restore  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  masonry,  provided  in  all  cases  a  majority  of  the  whole  lodge  be  pres- 
ent To  admit  to  membership  requires  a  petition  as  in  cases  of  affilia- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present  at  a  regular  commu- 
nication of  the  lodge. 

The  jurisdiction  of  a  subordinate  lodge  extends  half  way  in  every  di- 
rection to  the  nearest  lodge;  and  a  lodge  receiving  a  petition  and  con- 
ferring the  degrees  upon  a  party  living  in  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
lodge,  without  the  consent  of  such  lodge,  is  liable  to  the  lodge  having 
jurisdiction  for  the  fees. 

A  lodge  in  appointing  a  committee  to  investigate  rumors  derogatory  to 
the  character  of  its  Worshipful  Master,  does  not  violate  or  conflict  with 
Article  VI,  section  25,  of  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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A  lodge  canuot  try  its  Master,  but  may  become  his  accuser,  and  most 
furnish  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  fo  which  the  Worshipful  Master  is  alone 
amenable,  evidence  to  sustain  the  charges. 

That  the  words  ''a  majority  of  the  members  of  said  lodge,"  on  page  56, 
proceedings  of  1877,  allude  to  a  majority  of  the  entire  membership  of 
the  lodge.     Action  in  such  cases  must  be  had  in  open  lodge. 

I  received  on  the  21st  September  official  notice  from  M.  W.  P.  G.  M., 
P.  J.  Pillans,  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska,  of  the 
death  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Frank  Welch,  G,  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ne- 
braska, who  passed  from  earth  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  9,  1878,  and  at  once 
authorized  Bro.  Pillans,  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  to  ex- 
tend to  the  brethren  of  Nebraska  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
their  sad  bereavement  M.  W.  Bro.  Welch  was  a  square  stone  in  the 
Temple  of  Masonr}%  and  his  brethren  of  Nebraska  say  well  and  truthfully 
of  him,  "he  was  good,  and  true,  and  noble;  upright  and  steadfast  as  be- 
came a  man;  kind  and  charitable  as  became  a  Mason;  strong  and  wise  as 
became  a  leader." 

I  received  in  July  last  a  proclamation  from  M.  W.,  Melbourne  M.  Tait, 
G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  charging  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land with  an  invasion  and  infringement  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  suspending  all  intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland,  and  declaring  all  lodges  formed  under  authority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  as  irregular  and  illegal  and  all  masons  named 
in  said  warrants  and  all  persons  becoming  members  of  said  lodges  irreg- 
ular mosous.  This  proclamation  and  accompanying  documents  I  at  once 
forwarded  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  this  Grand  Lodge  such  action  as  said  com- 
mittee should  deem  proper  for  us  to  take  in  the  matter. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  profound  regret  that  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  has  removed  from  its  constitution  those  para- 
graphs which  affirm  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  This 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  I  firmly  believe  to  be 
subversive  of  many  principles  which,  from  the  earliest  period  ui  masonry 
to  the  present  time,  have  been  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  Order,  and  I 
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most  Bay  that  I  am  appalled  at  the  evils  which  may  result  f^m  it,  unless 
it  everywhere  receives  the  unquiilided  disapprobation  it  so  well  deserves. 
I  therefore  trust  this  Grand  Lodge  will  in  a  proper  and  emphatic  manner 
express  its  condemnation  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  in  thus  removing  from  its  constitution  those  paragraphs  which 
assert  a  belief  in  Deity,  because  such  an  alteration  is  opposed  to  the  tra- 
ditions, practice  and  feelings  of  true  and  genuine  masons  from  the  earliest 
to  the  present  times. 

Believing  that  the  exercise  of  the  right  and  privilege  by  the  grand  offi- 
cers of  visiting  officially  the  subordinate  lodges  of  this  jurisdiction,  would 
tend  to  stimulate  a  deeper  zeal  for  and  interest  in  masonry,  I  very  much 
desired  in  the  beginning  of  the  past  masonic  year  to  devote  much  time 
to  this  most  pleasant  duty,  but  circumstances  were,  such  that  I  could  not 
do  so.  It  was,  however,  my  privilege  to  meet  with  the  brethren  of  the 
following  lodges: 

Glanton  No.  423.— Here  I  found  the  brethren  strong,  active  and  vigor- 
ous, and  greatly  proficient  in  the  work,  though  they  constitute  the 
youngest  lodge  in  the  State.  I  conferred  the  Master's  degree  at  this 
lodge  and  having  notified  the  Worshipful  Master  in  advance  of  my  com- 
ing, there  were  present  a  number  of  officers  and  brethren  from  neighbor- 
ing lodges.  I  was  much  gratified  to  find  the  brethren  guarding  well  the 
portals  of  their  lodge,  and  fully  appreciating  the  fact  that  *4t  is  the  in- 
ternal and  not  the  external  qualifications  of  a  man  that  should  recommend 
him  to  be  made  a  mason.  '* 

Hartwell  Lodge  No.  101. — Having  notified  Bro.  S.  C.  Williams,  Wor- 
shipful Master,  of  my  visit,  in  advance,  here,  as  at  Clan  ton  Lodge,  there 
were  a  number  of  officers  and  brethren  from  neighboring  lodges.  Found 
this  lodge  in  a  fine  condition.  The  records,  kept  by  Bro.  Thomas  H. 
Barry,  I  found  the  most  perfect  and  elepraut  I  had  ever  seen. 

Hiram  Lodge  No.  42. — Here  as  at  the  other  lodges,  I  found  many  offi- 
cers and  brethren  from  neighboring  lodges.    Had  no  work,  but  exempli- 
fied the  degrees. 
Cross  Plains  Lodge,  No.  368.— Here  we  met  Worshipful  Master  of  Am- 

berson  Lodge  No.  412,  and  a  number  of  officers  and  brethren  from  other 
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lodges.  Exeraplified  the  work.  Found  the  lodge  presided  over  by  Bro. 
Alexander  McCollister,  and  in  excellent  condition.  Records  well  and 
neatly  kept. 

To  the  brethren  whom  I  met  in  my  visits,  I  desire  to  express  my  grati- 
tude for  the  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  me. 

And  now,  brethren,  I  dismiss  you  to  your  labors,  hoping  that  peace 
and  harmony  may  prevail,  and  that  whatever  is  done  may  be  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  good  of  Masonry  and  the  glory  of  God. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary was  ordered  to  furnish  the  Daily  Morning  Adver- 
tiser with  a  copy  of  the  Grand  Master's  address  for  pub- 
lication. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  made  his  Annual  Report,  and  it 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
(See  Appendix,) 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  his  Annual  Eeport,  and  it 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
(See  Appendix,) 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  report  of  the  vote  of  the 
Chartered  Lodges  on  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  as  found  on  pages  53  and  60  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1877,  and  the  report  w^s  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

(Neither  of  the  amendments  were  adopted  by  the  sub- 
ordinate chartered  lodges.) 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  report  of  the  money  trans- 
mitted by  the  masonic  bodies  in  Alabama,  and  also  by 
some  private  citizens,  through  him,  to  the  yellow-fever 
suflferers  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 
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LETl^R    FROM  P.   G.   M.   N0RRI8. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Brother 
Greorge'D.  Norris,  P.  G.  M.,  explaining  that  the  reason  of 
his  non-attendance  at  the  present  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  was  on  account  of  the  severe  and  con- 
tinued indisposition  of  a  beloved  daughter.  And  the' 
Grand  Secretary  was  ordered  to  address  the  M.  "W. 
brother,  and  express  to  him  the  sympathy  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  him  in  his  severe  affliction. 

Brother  Isaiah  A.  Wilson  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted  : 

HIGH-LOG  LODGE  NO.  1U3. 

Resdvedt  That  the  Dame  of  High-log  Lodge  No.  193  be  changed  to 
Hopewell  Lodge  No.  193. 


11EI*0RT  ON  THE  E.  A.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  8J  o'clock. 
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IN  GKAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  3, 1878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  8^  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  OflScers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Grand  Secretary  oflFered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

RESTORING  FORFEITED  CHARTERS. 

Resdved,  That  all  those  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  have  been  here- 
tofore forfeited  on  account  of  non-representation  for  two  years,  and  which 
have  now  paid  up  their  dues,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  reinstated. 

The  Grand  Secretary  oflFered  the  foUowing  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

WARREN  LODGE  NO.  47  REINSTATED. 

Resoliredj  That  Warren  Lodge  No.  47,  the  charter  of  which  has  been 
forfeited  for  not  holding  a  communication  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  constitution,  and  which  has  now  paid  up  its  dues  and  is  represented, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reinstated. 

Brother  James  A.  Bilbro  oflFered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 
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JEWELS  OF  WARRIOR  STAND  NO.  115. 

lUsdveii,  Thnt  TnHkegee  Lodf<e  No  57  be  allowed  the  nse  of  the  fivni- 
turo  and  joweln  of  Warrior  Stand  Lodge  No.  115,  the  charter  of  which  has 
been  forfeited,  until  they  are  demanded  by  thiu  Grand  Lodge. 

REPORT  ON  F.   C.  DEGREE. 

Brother  James  M.  Brundidge,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  M.  M.   DEGREE. 

Brother  James  M.  Bmndidge,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  M.  M.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  Thomas  T.  Eowland  oflfered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  AN  ENDOW^MENT  FUND. 

Resitli'&I,  That  a  committee  of  Keven  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  sub- 
ject mentionetl  in  the  M.  \\.  Gnxnd  Mastor'H  addretw,  viz:  the  request  of 
Washington  Lodge  No.  30,  touching  the  CKtablishmont  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  of  an  endowment  fund  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  heirs  of 
deceased  Master  Masons. 

And  the  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows : 

Brothers  David  Clopton, 

Thomas  T.  RowLind, 
Rufus  W.  Cobb, 
Henry  C.  Tompkins, 
Isaiah  A.  Wilson, 
Myles  J.  Greene, 
James  M.  Brundidge. 

PAPERS  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  the  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  papers, 
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memorials,  petitions,  etc.,  were  directed  to  be  handed  to 
th^  several  committees  to  which  they  belonged  without 
being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  following  were  announced  as  the  regular 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
On  Chabtebed  Lodges. 


Alexander  McCollister, 
William  D.  Sartor, 
Jesse  L.  Adams, 

Hiram  M.  Hayes, 
Solomon  T.  Strickland, 
Balph  T.  Armstrong, 

James  A.  Bilbro, 
Richard  E.  R  Hicks, 
John  W.  Pitts, 

John  A.  Glenn, 
John  Arnold, 
David  D.  Hart, 

Young  M.  Habb, 
Calvin  J.  Nettles, 
James  Mills  Jr. , 

Martin  G.  Slaughter, 
Henry  D.  Curtis, 
James  T.  Armstrong, 

Anthony  H.  Sellers, 
George  R.  Sullivan, 
Thomas  F.  Hall, 

Isaac  G.  Hall, 
Thomas  P.  Deavor, 
Alfred  McGee, 


No.  1. 


No.  2. 


No.  3. 


No.  4. 


No.  5. 


No.  6. 


No.  7. 


No.  8. 


James  D.  Truss, 
Briggs  W.  Hopson. 


Thaddeus  L.  Robertson, 
Aven  W.  Gotten. 


Lawrence  L.  Gaddy, 
William  J.  Grady. 


Philip  C.  CandiduH, 
George  W.  Cross. 


Oswell  Albright, 
Walter  B.  Dawson. 


George  A.  Stewart, 
Daniel  W.  Floyd. 


Hampton^  W.  Glover, 
WiUiam  0.  Bledsoe. 


William  B.  Jackson  Jr., 
William  C.  Cousins. 
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No.  9. 


Henry  A.  Grtrrett, 
Benjamin  E.  Curtis, 
Richard  A.  Ramsey, 

Oliver  C.Ulmer, 
Pinkney  M.  Brunei, 
DaviH  E.  Cason, 


Llewelyn  Spigener, 
William  H.  Tanore. 


No.  10. 


Jesse  P.  Taylor, 
S;imuel  W.  Pegnes. 


On  Dispensations. 

No.  1. 

Lewis  T.  Wimberly, 


No.  2. 


John  G.  Grumbles. 


Amos  M.  Elliott, 
John  M.  Wyly. 


On  Finance. 


Daniel  Smith, 
John  DeLoach. 


Andrew  A.  Oden, 
William  T.  Chapman, 
Gustavns  Hendriek, 

Green  D.  Campbell, 
George  C.  Saunders, 
Charles  C.  McCall, 

Oliver  S.  Beers, 
Isaac  A.  McMillan, 
Henry  H.  Brown, 

On  By-Lawb. 
Theodore  L.  Eastbum,  Wiley  W.  Bloodworth, 

James  D.  Dreisbach,  Josiah  Jcrnigan. 

Howell  L.  Peebles, 

On  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
Samuel  E.  McSpadden,  Sam  Thompson, 

Thomas  H.  Barge,  William  S.  Penick. 

Elias  A.  Brown, 

Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 
Burrell  J.  Word,  Isaac  M.  Johnson, 

Anthony  D.  Sampey,  Isaac  K.  Thompson. 

James  M.  Bridges, 

On  Leave  of  Absence. 
William  S.  Foster,  Joseph  E.  P.  Floumoy, 

Edward  N.  Kring,  Kossuth  A.  Mayer. 

Moses  D.  Pinson, 


24  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1878. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  "W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GEAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  3, 1878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay  Arm- 
strong, presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  E.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  from  the  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  and  the  report  was  disposed  of  as  noted  at 
the  bottom  of  each  case.  And  then  the  whole  report  was 
concurred  in. 

suspensions,  expulsions,  and  appeals. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

Such  cases  as  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  have 
been  carefully  examined,  and  our  action  thereon  is  herewith  presented 
for  the  approval  or  reversal  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Appkal  from  Bexab  Lodge  No.  230. 

Appeal  of  Brother  Samuel  H.  Brown  from  the  decision  of  Bexar  Lodge 
No.  230,  which  decision  imposed  on  Brother  T.  J.  Springfield  the  penalty 
of  a  reprimand,  under  charges  and  specifications  as  follows  : 
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Charge — Immoral  and  Unnuisonic  OondHct. 

* 

Specification  1st. — In  "  that  Brother  Springfield  said  that  I  (Brown)  bad 
treated  him  like  a  grand  rascal,  and  also  stated  that  he  had  the  advantage 
of  me,  and  if  I  did  not  let  him  alone,  he  would  use  it  against  me;  and 
he  farther  said  that  he  had  given  me  the  last  note  that  he  ever  expected 
to  give  me. " 

The  only  evidence  brought  forward  in  this  case,  was  that  of  Brother 
Allen,  who  substantiated  the  charge  that  Springfield  had  applied  to 
Brown  the  epithet,  grand  rascal,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Allen's  testi- 
mony cleared  Springfield  from  the  charge  that  he  had  threatened  to  use 
his  * 'advantage*'  against  Brown,  and  gave  him  the  credit  of  intimating 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  injure  Brown.  Brother  Brown,  it  seems,  wishes 
Brother  Springfield  to  be  beaten  with  more  stripes.  ^^Brethren^  dwell  tO" 
getJier  in  unity. "  ^ 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Bexar  Lodge  No.  230,  reprimand- 
ing Brother  T.  J.  Springfield  be,  and  it  is  hereby  sustained. 

Report  concurred  in. 

Appeal  fbom  Bbundidoe  Lodge  No.  184. 

In  obedience  to  the-mandate  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Brundidge  Lodge 
did,  on  the  25th  August  1877,  grant  a  new  trial  to  the  said  Columbos  A. 
Ligon,  who  had  been  previously  tried,  and  expelled  from  said  Lodge 
under  charges  and  specifications  alleging  monstrous  violation  of  his  Ma- 
sonic obligation  on  the  part  of  said  Ligon.  The  result  of  the  rehearing 
in  this  case  was  a  unanimous  vote  declaring  said  C.  A.  Ligon  guilty, 
under  the  charges  and  specifications,  followed  by  a  like  vote  for  his  ex- 
pulsion from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry.  A  transcript  of  the 
proceedings  in  that  matter  reached  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  just  at  the 
close  of  the  last  Grand  Lodge,  and  consequently  too  late  for  considera- 
tion at  the  Grand  Communication  of  1877. 

The  proceedings  at  Ligon's  trial  have  been  attentively  considered  by 
your  committee,  and  after  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  evidence 
brought  to  bear  in  said  trial,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  action  of  oar 
brethren  of  Brundidge  Lodge,  in  expelling  Ligon,  deserves  the  approval 
of  every  good  Mason;  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Bran- 
didge  Lodge  No  184,  expelling  Columbus  A.  Ligon  from  all  the  rights 
and  benefits  of  Masonry  be  sustained. 

Report  concurred  in. 
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Conclusion. 

Li  conclusion,  the  members  of  this  committee  respectfully  submit  an 
observation  which  we  trust  will  be  taken  as  it  is  given,  that  is,  in  a 
brotherly  spirit  That  dnmkenneas  and  gross  profanity  are  not  unknown 
among  Masons  cannot  be  denied;  nay,  we  may  truthfully  declare  that 
one  or  the  other  of  these  vices  is  quite  common  in  some  places. 

In  our  ritual  and  ceremonies  we  profess  profound  reverence  for  the 
great  name  of  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe.  Some  of  us,  nev- 
ertheless, on  leaving  the  s>\cred  precincts  of  the  Lodge  have  no  hesitation 
in  taking  the  awful  name  of  God  in  vain.  Many  of  us  have  heard  ma- 
sons use  language  so  extremely  profane  as  to  almost  curdle  the  blood  in 
•our  veins.  If  we  believe  what  we  profess;  if  a  recoguition  of  our  obli- 
gations to  Deity  is  that  cement  which  holds  together  the  several  parts  of 
our  mystic  edifice,  and  if  we  are  not  willing  that  our  professions  shall  be 
put  to  burning  shame,  then  ought  we  to  pay  pointed  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  see  to  it  that  profane  swearing  on  the  part  of  Masons  be 
made  subject  to  Masonic  discipline. 

Again,  it  is  fraternally  intimated  that  whenever  a  brother  becomes  ine- 
briated from  indulgence  in  intoxicating  beverages,  charges  should  be 
preferred  against  him  by  a  brother  or  the  standing  committee  of  the 
Lodge.  When  a  Mason  gets  drunk  he  parts  with  his  Masonic  character, 
and  should,  without  doubt,  be  brought  to  trial  for  putting  such  dishonor 
on  the  fraternity.  Hence  it  is  recommended  by  your  committee  that  it 
be  considered  and  held  to  be  sufficient  cause  for  arresting  the  charter  of 
any  subordinate  Lodge  that  said  Lodge  shall  wink  at,  or  pass  without 
notice,  any  public  drunkenness  or  profanity  of  its  members. 

That  the  fraternity  is  not  in  as  good  condition  as,  perhaps,  it  has  been 
at  some  past  time,  should  be,  on  sound  principles,  not  only  no  reason 
why  our  standard  should  be  lowered,  but  also  an  urgent  reason  why  that 
standard  should  be  raised. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  Y.  TITCOMB, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  from  Committee  on  Chartered 
Liodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  ireceived  and  concurred  in : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.   8. 

To  the  M.   W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  having  examined  the  re- 
tnms  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 

cobb£Ct: 


Holly  Grove No.  .323 

Viola "    324 

Madison  Station *•    320 

Forkland **    330 

Charity "    331 

Oliver '»    334 

Nanafalia "335 

Johnson **    337 

Georgiana  Davis *'    338 

Albert  Pike "    339 


Reagan No.  341 

Pikeville "  344 

Echo "  345 

HurtviUe "  346 

BienviUe "  348 

Ozark "  349' 

Sipsey  for  1877  and  1878. . .  *•  350 

Rock  Mills ••  353 

Barbour "  358 


incorbect: 

Cluttsville  No.  319. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Wabrenton  No.  320. — No  seal. 

Pleasajjt  Hill  No.  321. — Year  for  which  dues  are  paid  not  set  down 
on  the  back  of  returns. 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.— Under  "Degrees  Conferred"  names  repeated  under 
all  the  heads,  instead  of  putting  them  under  "Master  Masons'*  and  add- 
ing dates  of  Entering  and  Passing;  dates  in  the  wrong  column;  blanks  in 
the  heading  not  filled  out;  under  each  of  the  heads,  "Rejected"  and  "Di- 
mitted,"  one  written,  but  no  name  given;  date  of  attestation  left  blank; 
seal  not  upright. 

Cleab  Creek  No.  340.— Date  of  attestion  left  blank. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.— Number  of  members  in  good  standing  not 
set  down  in  the  "Recapitulation"  ;  2  set  down  as  dimitted,  whereas  the 
inside  shows  that  3  were  dimitted;  officers  and  members  not  numbered; 
initials  and  abbreviations  used;  date  of  atte.^tation  not  filled  out;  Re- 
turns badly  defaced  by  erasures. 

Heaton  No.  354.— Table  of  "Dues"  not  filled  up. 

RuTLEDOE  No.  357. — Number  of  members  in  good  standing  set  down 
in  the  "Recapitulation"  at  18,  whereas  there  are  20;  date  of  attestation 
not  filled  up. 

ScoTTSBORO  No.  359.— For  1877  defiAced  by  alterations  and  erasures; 
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initialH  and  abbreviations  ased.     For  1878,  heading  not   filled  oat;  ini- 
tials and  abbreviations  used;  table  of  fees  incorrectly  filled  up. 
All  ot  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

I.  C.  HALL, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Wilson  Williams,  P.  G.  M.,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Grand  Master's  Address,  made  the  foUowing  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON   GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS: 

To  the  M.    \V.  Qrand  Lochje  of  Alabama : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Most  Worship- 
ful Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

We  find  the  Address  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  full  of  zeal 
and  Fraternal  sympathy — characteristic  of  a  noble  heart,  and  a  hand  at 
all  times  ready  to  serve  the  craft. 

The  business  brought  to  the  attention  and  consideration  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Grand  Master, .  which  your  committee 
deem  it  advisable  should  be  referred  to  appropriate  committees  for  in- 
vestigation and  report,  we  respectfully  recommend  as  follows: 

1.  We  recommend  the  indorsement  of  the  action  of  the  Gradd  Master 
in  granting  Dispensations  to  elect  officers  of  subordinate  Lodges  as  re- 
ported by  him,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  certain  other  Lodges,  and  also 
his  refusal  to  consolidate  certain  Lodges. 

2.  We  further  recommend  that  all  questions  of  Masonic  Law,  and  the 
decisions  of  the  Graud  Master  thereon,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence.^ 

3.  We  further  recommend  that  the  subject  matter  referred  to  by  the 
Grand  Master,  in  relation  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  five. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  A.  WILSON, 

J.   H.  JOHNSON, 

WILSON  WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 

And  the  Special  Committee  provided  for  in  the  fore- 
goiBg  repoii;  was  appointed  as  follows  : 
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COMMITTEE  ON  THE  GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRANCE. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans,  P.  G.  M., 
Wilson  Williams,  P.  G.  M., 
John  B.  Goldtbwuite, 
John  Gideon  Harris, 
Samuel  K.  McSpadden. 

Brother  Young  M.  Eabb,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Jjodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  M.  W,   Grand  Lod*je  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  alter  examination  of  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  foUowing  to  be — 


cobrect: 


Desotoville No, 

Aberfoil  *' 

Brnndidge ** 

Catawla •' 

Landmark,  2  years •' 

Cliutouville *' 

Deha " 

Tombigbee •* 

Chattahoochee '  • 

High  Log '• 


178 
181 
184 
J  86 
187 
188 
189 
190 
192 
193 


Opelika No. 

Hillabee " 

Caledonia 

Sylacauga 

Valley 

Manning   Spring 

Pettusville " 

Alexandria ** 

Marshall *» 

Builders *' 


(( 


<< 


195 
197 
198 
200 
203 
20A 
207 
208 
209 
215 


incx>rrect: 

Mount  Hiluard  No.  180. — No  postoflice  set  down. 
Bbvsh  Ckkf.k  No.  191. — Recapitulation  shows  one  enierefl  since  last  re- 
turn, but  no  name  or  date  given   under  head  of  * 'Degrees  Conferred.*' 
Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out  with  amount  charged  ior  the  degrees,  but  the 
word  none  inserted. 
KiLiOEE  No.  199.— Caption  of  returns  not  filled  out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

YOUNG  M.  RABB. 

Chairman. 
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SPECIAL   ORDER. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence 
was  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Brother  David  A.  Wright  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

CHANDLER  LODGE  NO.  367    REINSTATED. 

Resolved,  That  Chandler  Lodge  No.  367,  the  charter  of  which  has  been 
forfeited  by  reason  of  uon-representation  for  two  years,  having  paid  up 
its  duefi,  be  reinntated . 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb  offered  the  foUowing  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

DUES  OF  GREENING  LODGE  NO.  53  REMITTED). 

Resolvedj  That  the  dues  of  Greening  Lodge  No.  53,  the  Hall  of  which 
has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  remitted. 

On  motion  of  Brother  James  M.  Brundidge  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  Brother  John  E.  Goldthwaite 
and  James  H.  Joiner  acting  as  tellers,  and  the  election 
resulted  as  follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Henry  Clay  Abmstrong  . . .  Notasulga Grand  MasterJ 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Union  Springs Dej  uty  Gnmd  Master. 

BcFUB  W.  Cobb Helena  ...  Senior  Gr^nd  Warden. 

rloHN  H.  Bankuead Moscow Junior  Grand  Warden. 

W-ILX1.VM  H.  DiNGLEY Montgomery Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel.  Sayre Montgomery Gmnd  Secretary. 

James  DAvn>soN Montgomery Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  dect  announced  the  fol* 
lowing 
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APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  William  C.  Bledsoo . .  La  Fjiyotte Grand  Chaplain. 

Joseph  M.  Kunipe Loighton Grand  MtirKlinl. 

JoHeph  A.  Adums Newton S<;ni<)r  Grand  Deacon. 

John  W.  JoueH Jeflferson Junior  (rrand  Deacon. 

Adam  R.   Baker Montgomery (rrand  Steward. 

John  W.  Martin Montgomery Grand  Steward. 

Brother  James  A.  Wood  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

DUES  or  SHELBY  LODGE  NO.  140  REMITTED. 

RfsoJcedj  That  the  Dues  of  Shelby  Lodge  No.  110  be  remitted  on  ac- 
count of  it8  Hall  having  been  destroyed  by  lire. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

TIME  TO  JONESBORO  LODGE  NO.  315. 

liesolred,  That  JoneBboro  Lodge  No.  315  have  CO  days  in  which  to  pay 
its  Dues. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  lO.J  o'clock. 
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IN  GEAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  4, 1878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
at  10.J  .o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Bev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

SPECIAL  OBDEB. 

The  special  order  for  to-day  at  12  o'clock  was  post- 
poned until  7^  o'clock  this  evening,  and  made  the  special 
order  for  that  hour. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Correspondence,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

TbtheM,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  having  had  under  consid- 
eration seyeral  topics  of  general  masonic  interest,  claiming  in  some  in- 
stances definite  action  on  the  part  of  this  Grand  body  at  as  early  a  period 
as  an  intelligent  consideration  of  the  snbjocts  involved  would  permit,  beg 
permission  to  make  special  report  thereon  and  suggest  suitable  resolu- 
tioDS  for  your  consideration  and  adoption — 
3 
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First — Your  committee  have  examined  the  reports  aud  accompanying 
documents  emanating  from  the  recently  established  "Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Mexico,"  holding  its  communications  at  Santa  Fe  in  the  territory  of 
New  ]!iIexico,  and  find  them  regular,  satisfactory  and  creditable  to  the 
masonic  character  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico  was  constituted  by  thre^  Lodges  chartered  by,  and  recently  work- 
ing nnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  These 
Lodges  to  meet  a  necessity  of  their  isolated  territorial  position,  and  for  the 
* 'good  of  Masonry,"  have,  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri,  organised  and  established  this  separate  and  inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodge.  Your  committee  submit  a  resolution  accompany- 
ing this  report,  providing  alike  for  the  recognition  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Mexico  and  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  representative 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  near  that  Grand  Jurisdiction,  in  response  to  their 
re<|nest  for  such  recognition  and  representation . 

Second— Your  committee  have,  with  due  diligence  and  no  little  in- 
terest, perused  the  conflicting  circulars  and  manifestos  of  the  two  Grand 
bodies  severally  claiming  recognition  as  sovereign  aud  supreme  masonic 
authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba — one  known  as  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Cuba,  and  the  other  as  the  **M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,  of  the  Island 
of  Cuba." 

These  organizations  while  claiming  each  for  itself  due  recognition  as 
the  supreme  masonic  authority  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  ;  each  alike 
pointedly  and  persistently  denies  and  repudiates  the  claim  of  masonic 
jurisdiction  advanced  by  the  other. 

Among  the  papers  submitted  in  this  case  of  contested  jurisdiction,  are 
several  able  defences  of  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  as  well  as 
evidence  of  the  full  recognition  of  her  claims  by  many  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  United  States,  among  which  those  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania are  notable  examples. 

Against  these,  however,  there  are  not  wanting  able  and  almost  con- 
vincing opinions,  from  high  American  Masonic  sources,  opposing  the 
claim  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  and  favoring  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colon  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Between  these  conflicting  opinions  of 
both  Cuban  and  American  (^rand  Lodge  authorities  and  sentiment,  your 
committee  have  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory'  decision  of  the  case, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  this  **tanglcd  net"  of  controversy  is  not  yet  sus- 
ceptible of  safe  and  judicious  solution. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  either 
of  the  Cuban  organizations  claiming  recognition  as  supreme  Grand 
Lodges,  be  deferred  until  our  next  annual  communication.  A  full  history 
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Of  this  Gaban  controversy  will  be  submitted  with  the  regular  report  on 
correspondence,  to  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  communi- 
cation, to  which  they  beg  reference  for  a  fair  presentation  of  the  points 
involved  in  this  territorial  dispute. 

Third— Ydur  committee  have  also  investigated,  as  fully  as  opportunity 
permitted,  the  controversy  recently  announced  as  pending  between  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  Scotland.  This  contest  involves, 
essentially,  the  integrity  of  the  American  doctrine  of  exclusive  Grand 
Lodge  territorial  sovereignty,  although  in  this  as  in  other  recent  Eu- 
ropean invasions  of  this  right  of  jurisdiction,  there  are,  seemingly  plausi- 
ble pretexts  assigned  for  the  act,  pointing  to  other  and  more  creditable 
reasons  for  it  than  that  of  premeditated  disregard  and  invasion  of  the 
masonic  privileges  of  a  sovereign  sister  jurisdiction. 

As  far  however  as  your  committee  have  been  enabled  to  investigate  the 
subject  they  can  discover  no  warrant  or  excuse  for  the  course  pursued  by 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  in  attempting  to  consiUute  and  con- 
trol Lodges  within  the  territory  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Qitebec,  no  mat- 
ter what  motive  for  the  intrusion  may  be  alleged  by  it. 

With  all  due  deference  to  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
oi  Scotland  in  defence  of  her  act,  we  see  in  it  only  an  unwarranted  and 
inexcusable  assumption  of  authority  over  subjects  ot  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion and  a  palpable  disregard  of  the  principles  of  Grand  Lodge  Sov- 
ereignty of  Jurisdiction. 

Your  committee  therefore  commend  to  the  sympathy  of  this  Grand 
body  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  in  her  present  straggle  to  vindi- 
cate her  rights  of  territorial  jurisdiction  against  the  insidious  and  un- 
warrantable attacks  ot  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

In  the  hope  however  that  some  equitable  adjustment  of  this  controversy 
may  soon  be  reached,  as  the  resnlt  of  negotiations  now  pending,  wc  re- 
commend that  this  Grand  body  defer  more  definite  and  final  action  on 
these  aggressive  acts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  until  its  next  an- 
nual communication. 

Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome  and  recognition  is 
hereby  extended  by  this  Grand  body  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodgo^  of  New 
Mexico,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  hereby  authorised  to  provide  for 
an  interchange  of  representatives  with  that  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  to  ex- 
tend to  it  all  usual  masonic  courtesies  and  correspondence. 

All  of  which,  together  with  a  request  for  permission  to  defer  for  the 
present  our  usual  annual  report  and  review  of  the  proceedings  of  corres- 


i 


36  .    PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1878. 

ponding  Grand  Lodges  and  prepare  the  same  for  publication  as  a  part  6f 
the  proceedings  of  thitj  Grand  (Communication,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in, 
and  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted : 

ON  THE  GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRANCE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  ad- 
dress of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  which  relates  to  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  *'it  is  with  feelings  of  profound  regret"  that  the  M*.  W.   Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama  learns  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  "has  removed 
from  its  constitution  those  paragraphs  which  affirm  a  belief  in  the  exist- 
ence of  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U."    This  we  the  more  deeply  deplore  because  of 
the  large  power  which  this  Grand  Orient  has  heretofore  wielded  in 
moulding  masonic  sentiment,  and  which  might  still  have  been  exercised 
in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  mankind.     We  are  not  blind  to  the  fact 
that  within  a  few  years  past  this  same  Grand  Orient  has  acted  in  a  man- 
ner inexcusable  on  more  than  one  occason,  but  we  had  a  firm  belief  that 
sober  reflection  would  have  induced  it  to  have  corrected  its  errors.     We 
are  almost,  however,  forced  to  a  conviction  of  the  applicability  of  the  old 
Roman  adage  ihat—"Qnos  Dens  vnlt  perdere  prhis  dementai."    The  whole 
structure  of  Masonry  shows  that  its  very  foundation  is  this  belief  in  Deity. 
Its  whole  teachings  are  infused  throughout  with  adoration  of  and  reli- 
ance on  his  great  name  and  protecting  power.     To  remove  this  is  to 
destroy  the  foundation  on  which  the  whole  superstructure  rests.     We 
would  not  only  be  derelict  in  our  duty  as  Masons,  but  also  criminal  our- 
selves, vere  we  to  let  this  occasion  pass  without  expressing  the  severest 
condemnation.     We  sincerely  hoi^e  that  this  is  but  the  outburst  of  some 
fanatical  sentiment  which  time  shall  correct;  but  we  feel  that  a  proper 
respect  for  ourselves  as  well  as  a  i^roper  regard  lor  Masonry  demand  our 
action.     The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions — 

J  St.    That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  deeply  deplores  the  ac- 
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tion  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Franco  in  the  above  particular,  and  fraternally 
urges  upon  the  said  Grand  Orient  a  review  of  its  action  and  the  reinstate- 
ment of  a  firm  belief  in  God  tis  a  pre-requisite  in  every  candidate  for 
Masonic  degrees. 

2d.  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  believes  that  Masonry 
does  not  and  cannot  exist  without  this  belief,  and  that  any  Order  so  con- 
stitated,  though  similar  in  all  jmrticulars  to  Masonry,  yet  is  not  Masonry, 
and  cannot  be  recognised  as  such. 

3d.  That  so  long  as  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  shall  adhere  to  its 
present  declaration,  it  is  not  a  Masonic  organization,  and  therefore — 

4th.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  hereby  ceases  all  recognition 
of  the  said  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  forbids  any  Masonic  recognition 
by  any  of  its  members  of  any  one  claiming  to  be  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  or  any  of  its  dependencies,  and  that  this  is  to  continue  in  force 
until  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  shall  have  been  notified  of  the  retrac- 
tion of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  shall  have  repealed  this  action. 

PALMER  J.  PILLANS, 

Chairman  of  the  Ck>mmittee. 

Brother  Martin  G.  Slaughter,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  LoHje  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port, that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  of  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  placed  in  their  hands,  and  find  them  all  correct;  which  is  a  very 
unusual  thing.  We  can  but  commend  the  pains-taking  and  care  of  our  B. 
W.  Grand  Secretary,  in  sending  out  upon  the  blank  Returns,  instructions 
80  plain  to  the  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible that  they  should  commit  errors  without  being  careless  or  inad- 
vertent.    We  specify  the  various  lodge  returns  submitted  to  us. 
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Sam  Dixon No.  218    Tallassee No.  237 


Lineville 

Tensaw 

Western  Star 

Sandy  Kidge 

Newton 

Loaisville 

Santa  Fe. 

James  Penu 

Dallas 

Bexar 

Dnck  Spring— 2  years . 


219 
221 
222 
223 
224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
230 
231 
233 
235 


Bowen 

Coosa , 

Hamer '. . . . 

Dawson 

Harrison 

Cropwell— 2  years 

Lawrence 

Aniand 

Camp  Creek 

North  Port 

RoseHiU 

Quitman 


241 
242 
243 
244 
240 
247 
248 
250 
251 
252 
25;{ 
254 


Sepnlga 
HarpersTille 

In  conclasion,  we  would  cheertully  commend  the  carefulness  of  the 
vilrious  Secretaries  of  these  subordinate  lodges  in  following  the  instruc- 
tions sent  out,  and  the  neatness  and  care  manifested  by  most  of  them  in 
making  out  their  lieturns  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

All  of  which  is  fn\temally  submitted, 

M.  G.  SLAUGHTER,   Chairman. 

Brother  Alexander  McCoUister,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  the  3/.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following 


COBRECT 


Helion— for  1878 

Alabama 

...No.  1 
"     3 

Risinc  Virtue 

••     4 

Moulton 

"     G 

Macon 

"     7 

Farrar 

"     8 

Royal  White  Hart 

Montgomery 

Athens 

"   10 

"   11 

"   10 

Saint  Albans 

"   22 

Georco  Washineton. . . . 

'«  24 

Dalo. 

"  25 

LaFayctte No.  26 

Selma  Fraternal "    27 

Autauga **  31 


Washington 

Wetumpka " 

Mobile " 

Livingston '* 

Hiram ** 

Gaston ** 

Harmony " 

Warren. " 

Union " 


36 
39 
40 
41 
42 
44 
46 
47 
50 
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inoobbect: 

Helion  for  1877,  No.  1. — Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out,  initials  and  ab- 
breviations nscd,  overpaid  dues  $L50. 

GiLEAD  No.  9. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  claims  one  minister  but 
name  not  designated,  table  of  fees  not  filled  out. 

Flobence  No.  H.— Neither  name,  number,  year,  nor  dues,  indorsed 
on  the  back;  recapitulation  not  filled  out,  4  members  marked  Rev.  instead 
of  M.  G.  and  only  three  claimed  in  the  table  of  dues,  table  of  fees  not 
filled  out,  neither  name  nor  number  set  down  in  the  signature,  date  A.  L. 
not  filled  out. 

BiBiNO  Sun  No.  29.— -No  postoffice  given. 

CoxjBTLAND  No.  37. —No  seaL 

Leiqhton  No.  43. — Initials  used  and  table  of  fees  not  filled  up,  lodge 
dues  set  down  at  $10  per  annum  when  it  is  in  fact  $2. 

Demopous  No.  49. — Claims  exemption  for  two  ministers  but  names  not 

indicated. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

ALEXANDER  McCOLLISTER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Solomon  T.  Strickland,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2  beg  leave  to  submit  their 
report  They  have  examined  the  returns  placed  in  their  hands,  and  find 
the  following 

COBRECT  : 


Jefferson — 2  years No.  51 

New  Market "  52 

Greening *•  53 

Amity "  54 

Tuskegee. "  57 

Benton ••  59 

Tompkinsville •»  61 

Saint  Johns. "  62 

Eureka *•  64 

Liberty *•  65 

Hampden  Sidney **  67 

Howard "  69 


Central No.  70 

Tohopeka »*  71 

Widow's  Son *•  72 

Auburn  "  76 

Crozier "  78 

Wilcox "  80 

Friendship •*  83 

Erophotic "  84 

Prattville "  89 

Pfister "  90 

Henry "  91 

Sawyer •*  93 


40  PBOOEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1878. 

incobbect: 

Teoy  No.  56. — Not  numbered  on  the  back. 

HoLSEY  No.  68. — Made  out  on  an  old  blank  gotten  up  during  the  war, 
no  name  or  number  on  the  back  or  amount  of  dues,  piece  of  sealing-wax 
stuck  on  foi  a  seal. 

Solomon  No.  74. — ^No  column  being  left  opposite  the  names  for  dues,  it 
is  therefore  error  to  put  the  amount  there,  the  dues  are  reckoned  up  in  the 
table  of  dues. 

Ck)KKByiLiiE  No.  75. — ^Errors  too  numerous  to  specify. 

Fbedonia  No.  79.— Table  of  fees  not  filled  out 

Bellefonte  No.  82. — No  name,  number,  year,  or  amount  of  dues  on 
the  back;  recapitulation  not  filled  out,  caption  of  returns  not  filled  out, 
no  date  to  attestation. 

Mebidian  Sun  No.  88. — Caption  of  return  not  filled  out 

lieports  generally  very  neatly  made  out.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

SOLOMON  T.  STRICKLAND. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Eichard  E.  B.  Hicks,  from  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report.  Having  carefully  examined  all  the  returns  submitted  to 
them,  they  find  the  following  to  be 

oobbeot: 

Lozahatchee No.  97    Forest  Hill Na  110 

Fulton. "  98 

Salem "  99 

Hartwell "  101 

Newbem^  2  years **  102 

Shiloh «  105 

Hermon "  106 

Choctaw **  107 

Oak  Bowery •*  108 


Sylvan,  2  years ••  111 

Notasulga. "  119 

Camp  mil "  120 

Coffeeville "  122 

Havana "  123 

Hemdon *  125 

Yorkville ««  131 

Loachapoka *<  133 


1878.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  41 

imcobbbct: 

TucKABATCHEE  No.  96.  — Reoapltulatioii  not  filled  oat,  reports  the  affili- 
atioii  of  a  F.  0.  • 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104. — Members  incorrectly  nnmbered. 

Dean  No.  112. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  table  of  fees  errone- 
onsly  filled  np,  fee  for  Raising  pnt  down  at  $5,  while  the  Constitution  says  it 
shall  not  be  less  than  $10,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  ont 

PBBBYTniiE  No.  117. — Table  of  Fees  erroneously  filled  out,  date  A.  L. 
not  filled  out,  no  seal. 

Feux  No.  124. — Figures  on  the  back  of  Eetum  in  pencil,  table  of  Fees 
incorxectly  filled  out,  and  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out 

MoBTDCEB  Reedeb  No.  126. — Returns  not  signed  by  either  Master  or 
Secretary. 

BoiJTAB  No.  127. — Officers  and  other  members  not  numbered,  table  of 
Fees  and  Dues  incorrectly  filled  out,  no  date  or  dues  indorsed  on  the 
back,  retoms  much  disfigured  by  blots,  alterations,  and  erasures;  2  affil- 
iates not  set  down  in  the  list  of  members — therefore  due  the  Grand 
Lodge  $1. 

GoLUHBiA  No.  135. — Returns  for  two  years,  in  both  members  not  num- 
bered, in  those  for  1877  dues  are  paid  for  '14  members  and  actual  count 
shows  that  they  should  bo  paid  for  4H  members — due  the  Grand  Lodge  $1. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  BILBRO. 

Chairman. 

Brother  John  A.  Glenn,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  They  have  carefuUy  examined  the  returns  submitted  to 
them,  and  find  the  following 
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COBBECT : 

Bradford No.  133 

Bethel ^ **   Ul 

Daleville •*  lU 


Fraternity "   145 

ChamberH,  2  years '*  149 

Mount  Jefferson "   152 

Nixburg "  154 


Penick,  2  years. No.  161 

Mount  Hope *'   168 

Elba— 1877 *•   170 

Clopton "   171 

Fellowship •*   172 

Andrew  Jackson "  173 


incobbect: 

Unity  No.  136. — Does  not  observe  instructions  in  filling  out  Recapitu- 
lation with  figures. 

Shelby  No.  140. — Year  for  which  dues  are  paid  not  set  down  on  the 
back,  Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place. 

Baldwin  No.  142. — Name  of  Lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  iseal 
illegible. 

Bubleson  No.  143. — Under  general  head  of  "Degrees  (Conferred'* 
names  repeated  under  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  contrary  to 
instructions. 

MissouBi  No.  146. — Table  of  "  Dues"  incorrectly  filled.  Report  being 
for  two  years,  it  should  bo — 15  members  at  50  cents /or  2  years  $15,  name 
of  lodge  not  set  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  Return  after  the  master's  name, 
in  the  table  of  Fees  lodge  dues  per  annum  set  down  at  $15  while  the 
actual  amount  is  $1. 

Rodgersville  No.  147.— Reports  the  death  of  one  suspended. 

Cold  Water  No.  148. — Adds  the  amount  of  dues  at  the  end  of  each 
name,  which  is  not  provided  for  in  the  blank  return  and  is  not  intended 
to  be  put  there. 

Etam  No.  150. — For  2  years,  seal  upside  down  in  both  returns. 

Bladon  SriuNtrS  No.  151. — No  date  to  year  on  the  back  for  which  dues 
are  paid,  Recapitulation  not  filled  up. 

Monroeville  No.  153.— Amount  of  Lodge  dues  not  set  down  at  bottom 
of  Return,  seal  upside  down. 

Eastaboga  No.  155. — Table  of  Fees  improperly  filled  out  Ought  to 
have  put  down  the  fee  for  each  degree. 

Maysville  No.  158. — Date  of  attestation  not  filled  out,  one  member  re- 
instated whose  name  is  not  on  the  list,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50 
cents. 
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Fayetteville  Authentic  No.  163.— Seal  illegible,  year  A.  L.  not  filled 
oat 

SuKTEB  No.  166.— Due8  put  opposite  each  name  for  which  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  blank  return. 

BuEHA  VisTA  No.  169. — Table  of  Fees  erroneously  filled  up,  one  name 
not  on  the  list  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Elba  No.  170.— For  1878,  no  seal. 

EzEL  No.  175. — No  year  marked  on  the  back  for  which  dues  are  paid, 

seal  barely  legible  and  upside  down. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  A.  GLENN. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Theodore  L.  Eastbum,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  By-laws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  carefully 
examined  the  By-laws  of  Helena  Lodge  No.  410  and  Temple  Lodge  No. 
425,  submitted  to  them  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  recommend  that 
Sect  9  Art.  IV  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  425  be  stricken  out;  with  that  ex- 
ception the  By-laws  of  both  Lodges  are  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
and  usages  of  the  Fraternity,  and  the  constitution  and  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  we  recommend  their  approval. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

T,  L.  EASTBURN,  Chairman. 

Brother  Oliver  C.  Ulmer,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  Uie  3f.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10  respectfully  submit  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  referred  to  them,  and  find  the  following 
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oobbect: 


Hickory  Flat No.  392 

Opelika "    395 

Falkville  "    396 

Hartselle •. .   "    398 

Haw  Ridge "    399 

Hoboken *'    4(ll 


Amberson No.  412 

Oak  Level '*    415 

Williamsburg "    416 

George  Smith "    417 

Broomtown "    420 

Shortervillo •*    422 


North  River "    407  |  Clanton, 


(I 


423 


incobeect: 


North  Bordeb  No.  391.— Wrong  nnmber  of  Lodge  put  on  the  back; 
year  and  dues  not  set  out  on  the  back;  table  of  Fees  not  filled  out. 

Valley  Head  No.  394.— Twenty-two  members  reported  last  year,  two 
affiliations  since,  making  24;  only  23  accounted  for;  due  the  Grand  Lodgo 
50  cents. 

Hanceyille  No.  400. — Twenty-four  members  reported  last  year;  since 
then  2  have  affiliated,  1  raised,  and  2  dimitted;  only  24  are  accounted  for; 
therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Gbeen  Hill  No.  402. — Names  of  those  raised  written  under  all  the 
heads  of  £.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  should  only  be  written  under  the  lat- 
ter; same  error  in  F.  G. ;  the  word  tiotie  left  out  in  several  places  where  it 
should  appear;  9  members  not  graded;  seal  not  upright 

Childebsbubg  No.  403. — The  word  none  left  out  in  several  places  where 
it  should  appear;  seal  not  upright;  year  A^  L.  not  tilled  out 

Doric  No.  406. — Table  of  Fees  and  Dues  improperly  filled  out;  grade 
of  9  members  not  given. 

HiLLSBOBo  No.  408. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  the  word  none  omit- 
ted where  it  should  appear;  pays  dues  for  1  dimitted. 

Helena  No.  410. — In  the  Recapitulation  are  included  2  F.  0.  and  1  £. 
A.  as  members  in  good  standing;  the  word  none  omitted  in  one  place 
where  it  should  appear,  and  Return  defaced  by  erasures. 

Jeiuson  No.  411. — Grade  of  8  members  not  given;  seal  upside  down. 
Last  year  this  Lodge  reported  24  members;  since  then  5  have  been  raised, 
3  affiliated,  1  died,  4  dimitted,  and  1  suspended;  only  23  are  accounted 
for;  due  the  Grand  Lodge  $1.50. 

High  Shoals  No.  413. — Recapitulation  and  table  of  Dues  and  Fees  all 
improperly  filled  out;  names  of  £.  A.,  F.  C.,  and  M.  M.  all  repeated  un- 
der the  several  heads  of  Degrees  Conferred;  year  A.  L.  not  filled  out; 
dues  short  $1.50. 
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SuLPHEB  Spbings  No.  414.— Made  out  on  an  improvised  blank.  The 
^kecretary  shoald  have  written  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  blanks,  though 
^he  regular  blanks  were  doubtless  sent  to  the  proper  postoffice. 

Hilton  No.  419. — This  Lodge  has  been  working  under  Dispensation 
<sontinaed  from  last  year.  These  returns  are  imperfect  in  several  partic- 
xilars,  but  no  doubt  the  secretary  will  improve  after  it  gets  to  work  under 
«i  charter. 

CuLLBfAN  Fbatebnal  No.  421.— This  Lodge  reported  36  members  last 
^ear,  9  have  been  raised,  I  affiliated,  I  expelled,  and  2  dimitted,  and  only 
'SI  now  returned,  leaving  two  unaccounted  for;  therefore  due  the  Grand 
^Ijodge  $1.  In  one  place  the  dues  are  set  down  at  50  cents,  and  in  another 
^lace  at  $1. 

Geoboe  Wilson  No.  424. — This  Lodge  has  been  working  under  Dis- 
X>o°sation,  and  it  desires  that  the  Dispensation  bo  continued,  which  no 
^oubt  the  Grand  Lodge  will  grant. 

Temple  No.  425. — Your  committee  recommend  the  same  as  the  last 

«ibove. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

OLIVER  C.  ULMER, 

Chairman. 
REPORT  ON   PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  McSpadclen,  from  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  a  report  upon  the 
proper  construction  of  Section  24  of  Article  vi,  upon  the 
subject  of  Suspensions  for  non-payment  of  Dues,  and 
the  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  with  instructions  to  report  to-night  at  8 
o'clock. 

COKEBVILLE  LODGE  No.  75. 

The  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ookeryille 
Lodge  No.  75,  the  charter  of  which  had  been  forfeited,  to  be  reinstiited 
upon  the  payment  of  all  back  dues,  and  be  allowed  to  remove  from  its 
present  location  to  Bethlehem  Church,  a  distance  of  about  10  miles,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  granting  the  petition,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in. 
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Mobile  and  Magnolia  Lodges. 

The  same  committee,  ou  the  petition  of  Mobile  Lodge  No.  40,  and 
MagQolia  Lodge  No.  259,  to  be  conBoIidated  into  one  Lodge  by  the  name 
and  number  of  Mobile  Lodge  No.  40,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  and  the  report  was  received  and  conearred  in. 

George  Washington  Lodge  No.  24. 

The  same  committee,  on  the  petition  of  George  Washington  Lodge  No. 
34,  to  be  relieved  from  the  forfeiture  of  its  charter  for  non-representation 
for  two  years,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition,  reported  in  favor  of 
granting  the  pri\yer  of  the  petition,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in. 

Removal  of  Penick  Lodge  No.  161. 

The  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Kiligee 
Lodge  No.  199,  to  forbid  the  removal  of  Penick  Lodge  No.  161,  in  the 
direction  of  the  lormer,  in  accordance  with  the  permission  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  granted  in  vacation,  reported  against  granting  the  petition 
and  in  favor  of  the  removal,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Case  of  Oberndoffeb. 

The  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  request  of  Brother  E. 
M.  Yasser,  late  Secretary  of  Halo  Lodge  No.  5,  to  relieve  Louis  Obem- 
doflfer,  late  Treasurer  of  that  Lodge,  Irom  his  disabilities  and  reinstate 
him,  reported  that  the  statement  of  Brother  Vasser  was  not  sufficiently 
clear  to  give  the  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in. 

Taxlassee  and  Doric  LoDGEiJ. 

The  same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Tallassee 
Lodge  No.  237  against  Doric  Lodge  No .  406,  for  not  paying  over  the  fees 
of  one  receiving  the  degrees  in  the  latter  Lodge,  though  living  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  former,  and  by  permission  of  the  former  first  asked 
and  obtained,  but  expressly  reserving  the  right  to  the  fees,  reported 
against  such  right,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  reversed  the  opinion,  and  de- 
cided that  Tallassee  Lodge  No.  237  had  the  right  to  receive  the  fees. 
(.See  rei)Oii  of  ('ommitlee  on  Masonic  Jurispriulence,  supra.) 
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Brother  Henry  A.  Garrett,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W,  (jhrand  Lodge  of  Alabama:  ' 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  0,  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report.  They  have  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and 
find  the  following  to  be 

COBBECT  : 


Chandler No.  367 

Cross  Plains "  368 

Athelstan "  3G9 

Bell's  Landing '*  373 

Lodor "  374 

Gainesville "  375 

Santa  Creek "  376 

Robert  E.  Lee '*  379 

Ohatchee  1877 **  380 


E.  H.  Cook No.  381 

Ben  Pope "  383 

Birmingham  Fraternal "  384 

Munford "  386 

Trinity "  386 

Bine  Spring "  387 

Newburgh "  388 

Weathers "  390 


incorbect: 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364. — Reports  24  members,  3  of  whom  are  M.  G, 
and  one  blind,  but  only  pays  dues  on  20;  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents; 
table  of  Fees  not  filled  out. 

Houston  No.  36o.— For  1877,  name  not  indorsed  on  the  back;  returns 
disfigured  by  alterations  and  erasures.  For  1878,  Recapitulation  not 
filled  out;  returns  much  disfigured  by  erasures  and  alterations. 

RussEixviujE  No.  371.— For  1877  and  1878,  in  both  the  table  of  Fees 
erroneously  filled  out,  and  in  the  latter  no  postoffice  g^ven. 

Weoqufka  No.  378.— For  1877  and  1878:  in  the  former,  Recapitulation 
filled  up  in  the  wrong  place  and  lettered  out  instead  of  figures;  no  year 
or  dues  set  down  on  the  back;  seal  not  plumb;  in  the  latter,  much  dis- 
figured by  alterations,  and  the  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Ohatchee  No.  380. — Returns  for  1878  much  disfigured  by  iuter-liue- 
ations;  one  affiliate's  n;ime  not  on  the  list  of  members;  therefore,  due  the 
Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Watebixx)  No.  382. — This  return  is  for  2  years,  and  on  its  tace  the  dues 
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are  wrong,  bat  the  amooot  is  probably  right;  the  year  A.  L.  not  filled  oat. 

VEhNON  No.  382. — Table  of  Fees  incorrectly  filled  out 

Fraternally  submitted. 

HENRY  A.  GARBETT, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Andrew  A.  Oden,  from  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  1. 

To  the  1/.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

They  have  examined  the  minutes  of 

Hilton  Lodge  No.  419. 
Shorterville  Lodge  No.  422. 

They  find  the  minutes  well  and  neatly  kept  in  all  essential  matters. 

Your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  Master  of  Hilton  Lodge  No.  419 
should  fill  the  place  of  Tiler  and  leave  the  office  of  Treasurer  vacant  when 
he  has  but  seven  members  present. 

Your  committee  would  suggest  to  Shorterville  Lodge  No.  422  that  the 
Secretary  leave  a  margin  on  one  side  of  each  page  of  his  minutes  for  side 
notes,  as  recommended  in  the  Code,  and  that  the  Master  sign  the  minutes 
when  approved. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  Charters  be  granted  to  each  of  these 

Lodges. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ANDREW  A.  ODEN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  H.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted  : 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

liesdced.  That  the  installation  of  such  of  the  Grand  Officers,  elect  or 
appointed  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  as  have  not  heretofore  been  in- 
stalled, tiiko  place  this  evening  at  8i  o'clock,  and  that  the  same  be  made 
the  special  order  for  that  hour,  and  that  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  be  requested  to  i>erform  the  service  of  installation. 
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Brother  Stephen  H.  Beasley  offered  the  following  res- 
olation,  and  it  was  adopted : 

DUES  OP  RISING  SUN  NO.  29. 

Reaolvtdy  That  the  Daes  of  Rising  San  Lodge  No.  29  be  remitted  for 
the  present  year,  that  Lodge  having  Roflfered  severely  on  acooont  of  the 
yellow  fever. 

Brother  Nimrod  W.  K  Long  offered  the  following  res- 
olution^  and  it  was  adopted : 

AS  TO  HURTVILLE  LODGE  NO.  346. 

Jiesolvedj  That  Hnrtville  Lodge  No.  346  be  and  is  hereby  anthorized, 
in  addition  to  the  powers  granted  by  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  daring  its 
commnnication  in  1875,  over  the  property  formerly  belonging  to  Uchee 
Liodge  No.  77,  to  move  the  Lodge  bailding  to  Hartville  for  the  benefit  of 
said  Hartville  Lodge  No.  346,  or  to  sell  the  same  and  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds to  bailding,  finishing,  or  famishing  a  Hall  for  said  Hartville  Lodge 
No.  346. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GKAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  4, 1878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  fiom  refreshment  to  labor 
at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  H.  Clay  Arm- 
strong, presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  sev- 
eral stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Anthony  H.  Sellers,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  die  M.  \V.  Grand  Lo<hje  (ff  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Churtered  Lodges  No.  7  beg  letive  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report.  They  Lave  carefully  examined  the  returns  nubmitted  to 
them,  and  report  ihe  following  • 


rOBBEOT 


Ervin No.  257 


BellviUe    

Talladega 

Walnut  Grove— 1877 

Mount  Pleasant 

Pea  River— 2  years., 

Frankfort 

Larkinsville 


200 
201 
204 
200 
271 
27") 
277 


Northern No.  278 


Charles  Basker\ille ** 

Daviston '* 

Georgiaua 

Norris 

Zion 

CeutmlCity 


ti 


It 


i< 


4  4 


281 
283 
285 
.101 
304 
305 


iH('ORitEcr  : 


Gayussvllle  No.  250. — Reports  several  which  have  been  suspended  N. 
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P.  D.  "long  since,"  and  which  have  been,  or  shoold  have  been,  reported 
at  the  time,  one  affiliate  not  reported  in  the  list  of  members— therefore 
dae  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Randou>h  No.  258.— Two  E.  A.  reported  under  the  head  of  * 'Master 
Masons,"  M.  Grs.  not  pat  do^ii  in  the  table  of  Dues. 

Magnolia  No.  259.— Table  of  Fees  not  filled  out,  no  P.  O.  set  down. 

Highland  No.  2H2. — Amount  of  dues  put  down  opposite  each  name, 
which  the  Beturn  does  not  require. 

WAiiNUT  Gbove  No.  264.— For  187S,  one  initiate  not  set  down  in  the 
list  of  members,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Mebidian  No.  265. — Blanks  in  the  caption  not  filled  out  with  either 
name,  number,  or  year;  table  of  Dues  and  Fees  both  improperly  filled  up. 

BuTLEB  Sprinq  No»  270.  —One  initiate  not  set  down  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bers, therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Clifion  No.  272.— Year  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  seal  not  plumb. 

BicHMOND  No.  282.— For  2  years,  in  neither  is  the  year  for  which  dues 
are  paid  indorsed  on  the  back,  in  those  for  1878  Master's  name  signed  in 
the  wrong  place. 

WAiiK£B  No  286. — One  reported  reinstated  and  1  dimitted,  but  names 
not  set  down;  seal  illegible. 

Clinton  No.  287. — Table  of  Fees  incorrectly  filled  up,  none  is  written 
instead  of  the  fees  for  the  degrees. 

Gillespie  No.  290.— Badly  made  out,  initials  used,  several  erasures 
and  interlined  with  a  pencil. 

JoNESBOBo'  No.  315. — No  date  to  1  dimission,  name  of  lodge  not  set 

down  after  the  Master's  name  at  the  foot 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

A.  H.  SELLERIS, 

Chairman. 
SECTION  24  OF  ABTICLE  VL 

The  R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Henry  C.  Tompkins, 
offered  two  resolutions  as  to  the  construction  to  be 
placed  upon  Section  24  of  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  committee  on^  Masonic 
Jurisprudence. 
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Brother  John  G.  Harris  offered  the  following  resolu- 
lution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

CODIFICATION. 

Resolved^  That  P.  G.  M.  David  Clopton.  D.  G.  M.  Henry  C.  Tompkins, 
and  Grand  Secretary  Daniel  Sayre,  bo  appointed  a  committee,  whose 
duty  it  Hhall  be  to  compile  all  the  laws  and  edicts  now  in  force,  begin- 
ning with  the  adoption  of  the  Code,  and  to  include  the  present  commn- 
nication,  and  to  note  sach  laws  and  edicts  now  in  the  Code  that  have 
been  repealed  or  in  any  way  changed,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  aud  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in.     (For  Beport  see  Appendix.) 

Brother  James  M.  Brundidge,  of  the  Committee  on 
Endowment,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted : 

REPORT  ON  ENDOWMENT  POSTPONED. 

Resolreii^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  proposition  of 
V/HHhiiigtou  Lodge  No.  3G,  made  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  an 
emhinneui  plan,  be  allowed  until  the  next  annual  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  make  their  report. 

Brother  Green  D.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  sjid  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

To  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodtje  of  AhOxima  : 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report:  'Phat  the  petitioners.  Brothers  James  Kent,  Joseph  S.  Brooks, 
John  Veitch,  William  F.  Hamby,  Benjamin  F.  Hainie«  Ellis  Veitch, 
Henry  F.  Fansher,  James  Shannon,  George  W.  Evans,  Isaac  Veitch,  and 
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George  W.  Smith,  who  pray  yon  to  grant  them  a  Charter,  haye  complied 
with  the  terms  of  the  Gonstitation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  by 
filing  each  his  Dimit  and  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  Farrar  Lodge 
No.  8,  certifying  that  said  Brethren  were  examined  in  said  open  Lodge, 
and  were  recommende<l  by  said  Farrar  Lodge  No.  8,  after  examintion  to 
be  fally  qmilified  to  confer  the  three  (3)  degrees  in  Masonry,  and  that  the 
town  of  Oxmoor,  the  proposed  location  of  said  new  Lodge,  is  five  miles 
from  the  nearest  Lodge  thereto.  The  proposed  new  Lodge  to  be  named 
Daniel  Pratt  No. . 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  said  petitioners  be  granted  * 
a  Charter  in  accordance  with  their  prayer. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

GREEN  D.  CAMPBELL, 
GEO.  C.  SAUNDERS. 
CHAS.  C.  McOALL. 
JNO.  M.  WYLY, 

Committee. 

Brother  Wilson  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic  Jorispradence,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  qf  Alabama  : 

A  majority  of  the  committee  on  Masonic  Jarispmdenoe,  to  whom  was 
referred  sundry  resolutions  and  propositions,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

1st  That  Section  ^  of  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution,  is  mandatory 
and  not  directory,  and  that  the  sentence  of  suspension  cannot  be  entered 
at  any  other  time  than  at  the  regular  communication  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  24th  of  June,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  resolutions 
on  this  subject  referred  to  them  be  not  adopted. 

D.  CLOPTON. 

L  A.  WILSON. 

H.  Au  WOOLF, 

P.  J.  PILLANS. 

WILSON  WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 
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2(1.  Your  committee,  upon  investigation  and  exftminfttion  are  of  the 
opinion,  thut  in  the  CAse  of  the  coirk plaint  of  Tallassee  Lodge  No.  237 
against  Doric  Loflge  No.  400,  that  Tallassee  Lodge  No.  237  is  entitled  to 
the  fees  of  Initiating,  Pawjing,  and  Raising,  of  Brother  A.  Y.  Moorefield, 
and  thereforefore  recommend  that  Doric  Lodge  No.  406  pay  the  same 
over  to  TiiUasHee  Lodge  No.  237. 

The  otht»r  matters  referred  to  the  committee  they  ask  for  further  time 
to  report  upon. 

DAVID  CLOFrON, 
R.  W.  COBB. 
I.  A.  WILSON. 
P.  J.  PILLANS, 
H.  A.  WOOLF. 
WILSON  ^VILLIAM8, 

Committee. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  INSTALLATION. 

liesolved,  That  all  the  Grand  Officers,  both  elected  and  appointed,  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  being  the  same  that  were  elected,  appointed,  and  in- 
stalled, at  the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  therefore  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  Ceremony  of  Installation  may  be 
omitted. 

Brother  Isaac  Heyman  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence : 

AS  TO  UNAFFILIATED  MASONS. 

ResdvetJ,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  subor- 
dinate lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  may,  at  any 
time,  suspend  dimitted  or  unaffiliated  masons,  who  shall  have  resided 
continuously  within  their  jurisdiction  for  twelve  months  or  more,  and 
have  made  no  application  to  any  lodge  tor  affiliation  during  that  time, 
provideiit  however,  that  due  and  timely  notice  shaU  always  be  given  to 
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the  brother  ngaioHt  whom  sach  action  is  about  to  be  taken,  and  he  shall 
be  permitted  to  attend  and  Hntisfy  the  lodge  against  such  action. 

Brother  James  A.  Bilbro  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted  : 

PERMISSION  TO  BROTHER  PETER  OAITHER. 

Besoh^d,  That  permission  is  hereby  granted  to  Brother  Peter  Gaither 
to  withdraw,  without  prejudice,  the  appeal  taken  by  him  from  the  deci- 
sion of  Tuskegee  Lodge  No.  57,  in  the  ciiso  against  Brother  James  O.  A. 
Adams  to  this  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

REPORT  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

PRESENTATION  OF  TESTIMONIAL. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  presented  to  P.  G.  M.  Pal- 
mer J.  Pillans  the  Service  of  Plate  awarded  to  him  at 
the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  a  short 
and  aptly  worded  address,  which  was  briefly  and  feel- 
ingly replied  to  by  the  recipient. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  officers  and  standing  commit- 
tees of  the' Grand  Lodge : 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  William  C.  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

Joseph  M.  Kumpe Grand  Marshal. 

Joseph  A.  Adams Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

John  W.  Jones Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Adam  E.  Baker Grand  Steward. 

John  W.  Martin Grand  Steward. 
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FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Oliver  S.  Beers Mobile. 

Benjamin  F.  Barnes Tallassee. 

Renben  M.  Craig Mount  Rozelle 

Neal  B.  Matthews Pine  Apple. 

William  K  Matthews Echo. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Y.  Titcomb Pollard. 

John  G.  Harris. Livingston. 

George  P.  Harrison  Jr. Aubnm. 

Rufos  K.  Boyd Giintersville. 

Samuel  K.  McSpadden Centre. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Wilson  Williams Opelika. 

Rufus  W.  Cobb Helena. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Mobile. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Union  Springs. 

Henry  A.  Woolf Linden. 

WORK. 

James  M.  Brundidge Decatur. 

James  H.  Joiner  Talladega. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  M.  D Talladega. 

James  A.  Wood,  >L  D Pleasant  HilL 

Thomas  P.  Brewer Mobile. 

MINUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Gommunicationy  the 
minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.  W.  and  JRev.  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful GrsLnd  Lodge  of  Ancient  Viee  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction  was  closed 
in  Ample  Form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  Gavel 
fell  at  15  minutes  to  12  o'clock  P.  M. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETAEY'S  ANNUAL  REPOET. 


H.  W.  Obamd  Lodge  of  Alabama, 

In  AccmrU  wiih  DANIEL  SA  YRE, 

Orand  Secretary, 


1877.  CR. 

December    3  By  Dues  at  this  Grand  Commanication 

**  Amount  of  Contingent  Fund 


21 


CHABTEBS. 


Peoember    6  By  Sulphnr  Springs  No  il4. $ 


6 
6 
6 
6 


<i 


1878. 
JTanaary 
March 

JTannary 


February 
March 

May 

July 
August 


i« 


<{ 


4< 


Oak  Level  No.  415 

Broomtown  No.  420 

Cullman  Fraternal  No.  421 , 
Clanton  No.  423. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

11  By  George  Wilson  No.  424 

15     "  Temple  No.  425 

BACK   DUES. 


$3,935  00 
900  00 


35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00 
35  00—     175  00 


35  00 
35  00 


10  By 
18 
24 
18 

19 
23 

9 

9 

1 
21 
28 


(( 
(( 
i< 
(( 
ti 
(( 
<( 
<( 

K 
(I 


Benson  No.  103 

Dean  No.  112     

Nixburg  No  154 

Pleasant  Hill  No.  321 

Alabama  No.  3 

Viola  No.  324.... 
North  Border  No.  391 
DeKalbNo.  116     .    .. 
New  Market  No.  52 . . . 
LarkinsvilleNo.  277.. 

Daviston  No.  283 

Harrison  No.  246 


INDIVIDUAL  DUES. 


November  26  By  James  £.  Heard. 

January       "     ^ 

February 


17 
6 


March       15 


i( 


Beid  &  Loeb,  Marion  Fraternal  No.34 
John  A.  Sears,  George W.  McEwen, 
Francis  M.  McEwen,  H.  C.  Stew- 
art, Simon  B.  Waldrop,   A.   D. 

Massey  of  Rockford  No.  137 

T.  D.  Jones,  D.  Y.  Howze,  J.  H.^ 
Graham,  Frank  J.  Levert,  W.  B. 
Modawell,   W.   F.   Davis,    John 
Moore  of  Marion  Fraternal  No.  34 


—       70  00 


7  00 

14  00 

8  00 
36  50 

50 
13  50 

10  50 
22  50 

15  00 

16  00 
30  00 

11  00—     184  50 

6  00 
2  00 


12  00 


7  00 
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March        28     "  James  O.  Bailev  of  M.  F.  No.  :U. . .  1  00 

April            3     '*  Hendrix  A-Hardy,  CollerineNo.362  150 

10     "  K.  P.  Yeatman,  M.  it'.  No.  34 1  00 

12     "  Simon  Ball,  M.  F.  No.  34 G  00 

18     "  S.  G.  McLaughlin,  M.  F.  No.  34.. .  1  00 
May             8     "  John  Ward,Thoma8  S.  McDonald,  ) 

Robei*tE.  King,Penton  and  Fun-  > 

d^rburk,  Rocklord  No.  137 )  10  00 

29     "  H.  H.  Hurt,  M.  F.  No.  34 8  00 

August       20     *•  John  Smith,  Rocklord  No.  137. . . .  3  00 

September2l     **  JohuT.Rutledge,PhilodorianNo.94  1  50 

October      22     **  Marion  A.  Hay,  Sycamore  No.  328.  1  00 

November  13     **  Robert  S.  Reid,  same 1  00—       G2  00 

lU  copies  Masonic  Code 19  00 

$5,345  50 
1877.  '  DR. 

December  21  To  Cash  paid  Grand  Treasurer 3,935  00 

1878. 

January      16     "  Cash  paid  Grand  Treasurer 175  00 

"  Negro  labor 27  25 

"  Gas 43  10 

•*  Postage 118  50 

'*  Water  Rate 5  00 

"  Joel  White 19  78 

"  Bivrrett  &  Brown : .  688  75 

•*  Joseph  &  Anderson 13  25 

»•  A.  Dehler 15  00 

"  WorkouHuU 10  00 

"  Engelliart 25  75 

"  Ohlander  &Son 13  30 

"  Charles  L.  Ruth 100  00 

**  Expressage .    .      3  00 

November  26     *•  Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer 152  82— $5,345  50 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
Montgomery,  December  2,  lrt78. 
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•gband  teeasurer's  annual  report. 


Wm.  U.  DiXQLKY,  Grand  Treasurer, 

Jn  AccoutU  icilk  the  OBAXD  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1877.  DK. 

December    5.     To  balance $    465  53 

21.  •*  Keceived  from  Grand  Secretary. .  3,y35  00 
1878. 

Jannary      16.  "        "            *•         "            •*  175  00 

November  2a  *•        "            "         "            **  152  82-$4,728  35 

1877.  CR. 

December   6.     By  Grand  Ma«ter 1  16  00 

6.  *•   Com.  Foreijjn  Corrt^spondence.  2  200  00 

6.  "  Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Wood. ...  3  27  50 

6.      '•  Grand  Jnnior  Warden 4  25  00 

6.  **  Com.  on  SiiKp.  Exp.  «t  Appeals..  5  25  00 

6.  **  Com.  on  Work,  J.  H.  Joiner.  .6  40  00 

6.      •* M.  J.  Greene.  7  3S  00 

6.      •'  Depnty  Grand  Master 8  38  50 

a,      **  Grand  Senior  Warden 9  13  50 

8.  "   Grand  Steward,  A.  R.  Baker.  ..10  221  15 

8.  **       *•            '*          J.  W.  Martin..  11  50  00 

10.  **  Com.  onW'k,  J,  M.Brundidge.l2  75  00 

10.       »'   Grand  Tiler 13  100  00 

10.      •♦  Grand  St-cretarv 14  1,000  {}() 

10.       *•   (irand  Treasiir/Br 15  150  00 

10.       **  ContiuReut  Fund 16  000  00 

21.       **   Permanent  Fnnd 500  00 

21.  •*  H.  C.  Armstrong,  Gr'd  >Li8ter.l7  50  00 

21.      "  Rent 18  752  75 

1878. 

December    2.      "  Balance  oi:  hand 505  95— $4,728  35 

Montgomery,  December  2,  1878. 

WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY, 
Grand  Treasurer. 
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BEPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMANENT  TRUlST 

FUND. 


Tbustees  op  Pebmanbnt  Trust  Fund, 

In  Account  itith  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

\911.  Dr. 

December    4.    To  balance $  $159  76 

15.      "  Rec'd  from  Grand  Treasurer  on  acc't.  500  00 
1878. 
December    2.      *'  Int<>rest  on  $2,700  6  per  cent,  bonds, 

January  and  July 162  00 

2.      **  Interest  on  $1,000  4^  per  cent  bonds, 

March,  June,  Sept.  and  D3c 4.5  00 

2.      *'  Interest  on  ;B500  4  per  cent  bonds, 

Oct  77,  and  Jan  ,  Apr.,  Jul,  Oct     25  00 
2.      *•  Interest  on  $700  4  per  cent  bonds, 

April,  July  and  October 21  00 

2.      **  Premium  on  coupons 3  07—  756  07 

1878.  CB.                                             $015  83 

January     — .  By  premium  on  $700  4  per  cent  bonds .     14  00 

— .      **  Express  charges,  exchange.  Ac 6  17 

18.  "  Bonds,  36039  to  36045,  SlOO  each. . .  700  00 

December    2.      *•  Balance  on  hand 195  66— $915  83 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  BONDS  ON  HAND. 

6    per  cent.  1868's $2,700  00 

^   "       •*  1,000  00 

4     **       "  J,200  00-$4,900  00 

H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG,  Grand  Master. 
Wm.  H.  DINGLEY,  Grand  Treasurer. 
DANIEL  SAYRE,  Grand  Secretary. 

Trustees  of  the  Fund. 
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EEPOBT  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yonr  Committee  on  FiDauce  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  have  in 
pnrsoance  of  the  daties  assigned  them,  carefully  examined  the  reports  of 
the  several  Grand  Officers  charged  with  the  collection,  custody,  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  revenues  and  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  take 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  they  find  the  amounts  and  vouchers  submitted 
to  them  correct  and  satisfactory. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  ending  November 
30,  1878,  are  correctly  exhibited  in  the  following  condensed  statement  of 
Beceipts  and  Disbursements  for  that  period,  viz : 

RECEIPTS. 

To  Balance  on  hand  Ist  Dec.  1877,  as  per  last  report.  .$    465  53 
**  Cash  paid  in  as  dues  to  Annual  Communication  of 
1877  (of  which  $2,148  00  belonged  to  General 

and  $787  00  to  P.  T.  Fund) 3,935  00 

'*  Cash  paid  in  as  back  dues  ($36  90  or  20  per  cent 

thereof  due  to  P.  T.  Fund) 184  50 

"  Cash  paid  for  Charters  December  6, 1877,  due  P.  T. 

Fund 175  00 

Cash  paid  for  Dispensations  Jan.  11,  and  March  15 

1878,  due  P.  T.  Fund 70  00 

Cash  paid  for  19  copies  of  Masonic  Code 19  00 

Cash  paid  for  individual  dues 62  00 


t« 


t « 


Total  receipts  to  Dec.  1,  1878 $4,911  03 

DISBUESEMENT8. 

By  Cash  paid  appropriations  for  ordinary  expenses 

1877-78 $3,805  08 

**  Cash  paid  P.  G.  M.  testimonial  ordered  by  resolu- 
tion of  Grand  Lodge 100  00 

"  Cash  paid  to  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  being  a  port 
of  total  sum  of  $1,087  90  due  that  fund  for 
1877-78 500  00 

Total  disbursements  to  Dec.  1,  1878 $4,405  08 

Cash  balance  on  hand  Dec.  1, 1878 $   505  95 

It  is  to  be  remarked  however  that  the  balance  of  $505  95,  as  respects 
5 
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the  Geceral  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  worse  than  nominal;  for  it  is 
less  by  $81  Do  than  the  balance  actually  due  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund 
of  earnings  accruing  to  that  fuuvl  during  the  year  as  stated  thus,  $1,087  yO 
total  receipts  of  Trust  funds  less  1^500  00  paid  Trustees  on  account  there- 
of, leaving  $587  90  due  the  Trustees,  being  $81  95  in  excess  of  cash  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury.  This  balance  of  $505  95  should  be  paid  over  to 
the  Trustees  at  once,  and  the  deficiency  of  $81  95  made  good  out  of  cur- 
rent receipts  of  general  funds  as  early  as  practicable.  Hereafter,  for  the 
sake  of  simplicity  of  reckoning  and  to  conserve  the  integrity  of  the  P. 
Trust  Fund,  the  collections  made  by  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  should 
be  promptly  separated  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Grand  Treasury,  and 
paid  over  to  the  Trustees  specifically  as  trust  funds  in  accordance  with 
the  resolution  of  1875,  creating  the  Fund  and  providing  for  its  investment 
and  control. 

Assuming,  in  view  of  the  above  statement,  that  instead  of  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  $505  95,  applicable  to  current  expenses,  there  is  really  a 
deficiency  of  ordinary  revenues  amounting  to  $81  95,  your  committee  pro- 
ceed to  state  approximately  the  revenues  accruing  to  this  Annual  Com- 
munication and  applicable  to  current  expenses  for  1878-79,  viz: 

Dues  for  1878  paid  in  December  inst $4,000  00 

Less  20  per  cent,  due  P.  T.  Fund 800  00-43,200  00 

Back  Dues  1876  and  1877 1,000  00 

Less  20  per  cent,  due  P.  T.  Fund 200  00—      800  00 

Revenue  derivable  from  other  sources,  1878-79,  ap- 
propriated to  Trust  Fund,  say 200  00 

Total  Trust  Fund $1,200  00 

Total  Current  Fund $4,000  00 

To  defray  the  ordinary  annual  expenses  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
year  ending  Nov.  30,  1878,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  following 
amounts  bo  set  apart  and  appropriated  to  such  disbursements,  viz: 

To  R.  W.  Bro.  Daniel  Sayre,  salary  as  G.  Secretary. .  .$1,000  00 
»i  »4  ..  .i  w.  H.  Dingley,  salary  as  G.  Treasurer  150  00 
*•  •*  '«  •'  James  Davidson,  salary  as  G.  Tiler  . .  100  00 
..   ii     4.      <(    Adam   R.  Baker,  salarj'  as  Sr.  Grand 

Steward 100  00 

"   '*     *•      •♦    Jno.    W.   ALxrtin,  salary  as  Jr.  Grand 

Steward 50  00 

**    *•     **      '•     Adam  R.  Baker,  incidental  expenses. .        68  50 
*•  Chairman  ofCommittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence     200  00 
Defray  expenses  of   Grand  Officers  attending   to 
Grand  Lodge  duties,  including  $25  00  to  Chair- 
man of  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions 
and  Appeals 125  00 
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To  Members  of  Committee  on  Work,  to  defray  ex- 
penses       200  00 

"  Grand  Master's  contingent  for  traveling  expenses 

for  ensuiug  year  of  1879 800  00 

•*  Bent  of  Grdud  Lodge  Hall  and  offices 800  00 

*'  Grand  Secretary's  contingent,  to  defray  expenses  of 
printini?,  stationery,  incidentals,  etc.  (the  print- 
ing of  reports  to  be  a^-urded  to  the  lowest  best 
bidder  as  heretofore)  for  1879 900  00 

Total  appropriations $3,893  50 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Yonr  committee  have  examined  into  the  condition  of  this  increasingly 
important  investment  of  the  savings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  find  it 
prosperons  and  in  eate  cnstody,  a  little  timidity  in  calling  npon  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  total  amount  accruing  to  the  fund,  on  the  part  of 
your  worthy  Trustees,  arising  from  a  fear  of  embarrassing  our  treasury, 
being  the  only  possible  objection  to  the  judicious  management  of  this 
fund;  but  we  are  assured  that  this  mistake  will  not  again  occur  and  we 
take  occasion  again  to  renew  our  confident  assurances  of  great  and  be- 
neficent results  to  inure  to  the  fraternity  of  the  State  from  this  import- 
ant enterprise. 

We  append  a  statement  of  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of 
this  fund,  to  which  we  call  especial  attention  as  supplemental  to  the 
more  detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  the  fund  embodied  in  the  Grand 
Treasurer's  Annual  Beport: 

OPERATIONS  FOR  1877,  1878. 

RECEIPTS. 

1877.  To  balance  on  hand  Dec.  4,  1877 $159  76 

**  *  *  received  from  Grand  Lodge  in  part  of  $  1 ,087  90 

due 500  00 

1878.  *'  received  for  interest  on  bonds  belonging  to 

this  fund 256  07 

Total  receipts $    915  83 

1 878.  DISBURSEMENTS . 

Jan.  5.    Paid  for  $700  in  [T.  S.  4  per  cent.  Bonds $714  00 

charges  and  exchange 6  17 


(< 


Total $    720  17 

Balance  on  hand  to  bo  invested. $    105  66 

Balance  due  the  Fund  by  Grand  Lodge. «    587  90 

Estimate  of  accruing  revenue  1878-79 1,200  00 

Probable  amount  to  be  invested  January,  1879 $1,983  56 
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Memo.— The  bonds  already  acquired  by  this  fund  to  date  are  $2,700 
6  per  cent ;  $1,000  4i,  and  $1,20U  4  per  cent;  in  all  $4,900  U.  S.  securi- 
ties, which  are  held  by  the  Trustees  in  safe  deposit. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS,  Chairman. 
HENRY  H.  BROWN, 

ISAAC  A.  McMillan, 

DANIEL  SMITH, 
JNO.  DeLOACH. 

Committee  on  Finance. 
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MEMOKANDA. 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

Wilson  Wiluams Opelika. Arkansas. 

...Brazil. 

Henry  A.  Woolp Linden Canada. 

Robert  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingston District  Columbia. 

Morris  K.  Taylor MervJtUinviUe England. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega, Georgia. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery. Illinois. 

Peleo  Brown Mobile Indiana. 

Daniel  Sayre Montgomery Iowa. 

William  A.  O'Hara,  M.  D HarpersviUe Ireland. 

John  J.  Delchamps Mobife Italy. 

. . .  Kansas. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopion  Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham . . .  .Maine. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

. . .  Minnesota. 

Thomas  M.  Braoo,  M  D Greenville Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery    . . .  Missouri. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans MolAle. Nebraska. 

Oliver  S.  Beers Mobile New  Jersey. 

Henry  C,  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

George  D.  Norrk,  M .  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Sayre Montgomery Nova  Scotia 

Daniel  Sayre Montgomery Oregon . 

IflAiAH  A.  Wilson  . .» Union  Sprijigs  . .  Pennsylvania. 

George  D  .  Norris,  M  .  D y<^v  Market Tennessee , 

Nathaniel  D  .  Cross Sdma Texas . 

..  .West  Virginia 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Mobile .  .Wisconsin . 


70  APPENDIX.  [1878. 

EEPRESENTATI\rES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA  NEAR 

OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Elbebt  H .  English Little  liock Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  Gtomez Hio  Jaimro Brazil . 

Samuel  B  .  Habman Toronto Canada . 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Wa%h'mtjion District  Columbia. 

Bbacston  Bakeu Lomlon England. 

Abraham  J.  Pbfv'att facksoncillp Florida. 

WnjLiAM  A .  Love Atlanta Georgia. 

James  A .  Hawley Duron Illinois . 

Martin  H  .  Rice Indianapolis ....  Indiana . 

OziAS  P .  Waters Muscatine Iowa . 

George  Hubabd.         DuUin Ireland. 

Thomas  J .  Anderson Tnpeka Kansas . 

Charles  Tilden Loniscille Kentucky. 

Samuel  H.  Todd Xetc  Orleans. . . . Louisiana. 

Josiah  H  .  Drummond Portland Maine . 

John  Coates Baltimore Mar>'land . 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank  Bt^rkitt (tkolona Mississippi . 

James  E    Cadle C  hiUicothe Missouri . 

James  W .  Chaddock Nebraska  (^ity . . . Nebraska . 

William  S.  Whitehead Ketcark New  Jersey. 

Daniel  T  .  Waij)EN yeic  Vork New  York . 

Donald  W .  Bain lialei'jh   North  Carolina. 

Robert  C.  Fraser HaVfajt Nova  Scotia. 

James  R  .  Bailey CorralUs Oregon . 

Richard  Vaux I'hiladeljiliia Pennsylvania . 

TowNSEND  A.  Thomas (larkesville, Tennessee. 

Edward  M.  Lackland Charhston West  Virginia. 

Joseph  Hamilton Miliraukee Wisconsin . 


BEPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  ^f.  W.  Grmid  Tx)d<je  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  submit  here- 
with their  annual  report  on  oorreHpoudence  for  1878,  comprising  some 
genexol  comments  on  controversial  topics,  demanding  the  serious  and 
thoughtful  attention  of  the  Craft,  as  well  as  their  usual  annual  review  of 
the  proceedings  of  corresponding  Grand  Bodies.  They  have  received 
from  the  hands  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  the  proceedings  of  the  fol- 
lowing Grand  Lodges,  viz: 

Arkansas for  1877 

CaUfomia "  1877 

Colorado "  1877 

Connecticut •*  1878 

Dakota *•  1877 

Delaware *•  1877 

District  of  Columbia i "  1877 

Florida "  1878 

Georgia "  1877 

Idaho *•  1877 

Indian  Territory. "  1877 

Illinois *. •♦  1877 

Iowa ••  1878 

Kansas • "  1877 

Kentucky "  1877 

Louisiana **  1878 

Maine '*  1878 

Maryland *'  1677 

Massachusetts **  1878 

Michigan •'  1778 

Minnesota "  1878 

Missouri *'  1877 

Mississippi '•  1878 

Nebraska. "  1877 
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Nevada "1877 

New  Brnuswick "  1877 

New  Hampshire **  1377 

New  Jersey **  1878 

New  York **  1878 

North  CaroHna "  1877 

Pennsylvania *•  1877 

Quebec "  1878 

Sonth  Carolina **  1877 

Tennessee •*  1877 

Utah "1877 

Virginia "  1877 

Washington "  1877 

West  Virginia "  1877 

Wisconsin ••  1877 

Wyoming "  1877 

Forty  reports  in  all,  which  we  review,  annexed  in  alphabetical  order, 
with  as  much  elaborateness  as  time  and  space  will  permit;  bat  by  no 
moans  as  exhanstively  as  the  merits  of  these  valnable  compeudinms  of 
Masonic  thought  and  work  would  have  authorized  and  really  seemed  to 
demand. 

We  are  again  compelled  to  express  our  regret  at  the  absence  from  our 
files  of  the  Reports  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Canada,  and  Rhode  Islakd 
which  for  the  second  time  have  failed  to  reach  us  in  time  for  review.  We 
also  regret  the  failure  this  year  of  several  other  Reports,  with  their  valua- 
ble and  interesting  contents,  which  have  rarely  heretofore  been  absent 
from  our  table;  such,  for  instance,  as  those  of  Induina,  Ohio,  Oregon, 
Texas  and  Vermont;  and  we  respectfully  appeal  to  the  Grand  Secretaries 
of  these  Gran(f  Bodies  to  supply  these  deficiencies  and  provide  against 
similar  occurrences  in  the  future. 

MASONIC  STATISTICS. 

The  plan  heretofore  adopted  by  your  committee  of  presenting  the  sta- 
tistics of  each  Grand  Lodge  reviewed,  in  a  brief  compendium  at  the  close 
of  such  review,  has  not  been  at  all  satisfactory'  to  them,  and  they  have 
more  than  once  essayed  the  efifort  to  ])reKent  such  information  in  tabu- 
lated form,  which  is  the  only  shape  in  which  such  details  can  be  iuterest- 
ingly  or  instructively  prejiared  for  the  geperal  reader.  Several  difficul- 
ties have  heretofore  prevented  the  preparation  of  the  tables  we  had  pro- 
jected, and  not  the  least  among  the  impediments  is  the  frequent  absence 
from  our  files  of  important  reports,  as  heretofore  complained  ot 
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BnriDg  no  perfect  data  oarselTeH  for  the  prep«r»lioo  of  such  a  statisti- 
cal table  ne  «e  desired  to  lunhe  ap.  our  atlenlion  vas  attmcteit  to  the 
table  faminhed  bj  Bro.  Josish  H.  Dmnimond,  of  Mniue.  and  Aodiag  it 
remRilcably  acoorate  in  its  detnilH  (diQcTiDg  from  our  plaa  mainl;  in  its 
omiBsiOD  of  the  aamber  of  lodges  in  each  jurindictioD  aud  the  aTeroge 
tumberabip  of  the  lodget),  ve  hare  concluded  to  put  unrsclTea  again 
ander  obligations  to  Bio.  Dnnaoiond  bj  adopting  his  table  in  tbis  report 
as  ila  oompendiam  of  statititics. 

Tabu:  of  Statisucs. 


GuHD  hoDota,  I 


Alabninit 

Aikauaa^ I 

British  Colnmbia. . 

CalifoTDla. 

Canada I 

Colorado ' 

Couiiecticnt. ] 

Dakota. 

Delaware. 

Dial,  of  Colnmbio.! 

Florida I 

<teorgiB : 

Idaho 

niinois I 

Indiana i 

Indiau  Territory,. I 

Kentucky 1 


ia,l<M 

I7.a*i  1 

),4H6 


ti,T5U 
I3,19G 


Uaoiloba 

MiiT;Und 

UawacbaaettB  . . 
Micbienn.  .     . 

Minueaota. 

MisHinsippi 

MiSHOun 

Montana. 

NebraHkft. 


28,1111    ] 
Bttl 

17,876    1 
.'     6,5BS 
.1  1II.Q14 

.1   6,ai4' 

.    10,4:lf> 

.1      3H; 

.;    5.01)8' 

.  2r,,'m  1 

a7.tJ3.-.  1 

.      G,7n9 


6Gll     81S'    le 
305\      426'      3a5i      ' 


ir.2|  232 
181|.... 
13'  58 
15S   149 


417I  535- 
4SS|  3-151.... 
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Ghakd  Lodoeh.          s 

'      i 

1 

1     '3 
1        1 

1 

U 

■d 

s 

} 

1 

NevBda 1,515 

New  BraoHwick..!    a,3:lt, 

NewJenwv 12,051 

NawMtiiioo. !        lOr 

New  York 1  78.013 

North  Carolina. . .    11,710 

NovaSootu '    3.499 

Ohio  1  2li.a9B 

Oregon 1    2.:m 

r.! 

131 

7S 
B6 

62,      9 
101       1 

0 

58 
•100 

8 
20 

29 

45; 

"z'M 

387 
i,l3-.i 
155 

2G5 

117 

115 
1.040 

108 

aoi 

"  1,246 
173 
159 
728 
114 

7 

"« 

17 

0 

159 

9 

4 

"ie 

36 
8 
24 

6l 

336 

'5J67 
239 
III 

1.744 

42 

l,32H 

3 

•101 

■■344 

488 

304 

2 

95 
22: 

18 
172 
249 

154 

9i7 
114 
47 
32] 

27 
4GI 

3( 

5] 

297 

9 

76 

laJ 

J 

r038 

'sie 

86 
76 

'48 

P,  E.  L-Und  . . .    . ,       584         W 

0 

0 

mode  Islund  . . . .  1    4,3^6 

South  Cawlioa...:    H.9I3 

Tenue^ee 17,9H 

Tews 1C,S50 

TJtHb 1       3117 

Vrtniont 1    8,64» 

TiWnk.   1U.1(PB 

WnBUiiigton 80H 

TVeatViwnw...,;    3,3B5 

■WiHCOMia 1  10,«BS 

Wyoming 300 

91 
262 
470 
921 

29 
216 

■   "53 
172 
5.W 
29 

86'        90 
1      195 

532       864 

i.iao'  i,ia4 

191        17 
7l'      137 
Bfil      33H 
63,        43 
II3I        95 
261       3tN 
15'        10 

0 

"31 

52 

0 
3 

11 
0 

7 
7 
2 

3 

■3li 

"1 
2 

15 
5 
7 

19 
0 

51 
15 

m 
12 

78 
22 
211 

TotiLl 592.443 

23,8(Tl 

10,744 

17.ri8i 

9S6 

77n 

2], 051 

4374 

Or.  LDdgrl.    Totals      0 

Membere 'A 5'J2,443.. 

ItniHed :...51.,   .   23.8H1 . . 

AdniiKHioiiB,  etc 51....  16,714.. 

Dimiiwiona 51 17,681.. 

EipolHions 48....       980.. 

SiwpenBiouB 37 77(1. . 

Si]8p'iwiuiutnpt.duea.48....  21,051.. 

Dmths 52....     7,(138.. 

Bejectione. 29. . . .     4,371. . 


3(i.61'S 
17,H7C 

18.3aO 
1.039 

17.2H1 
7,102 
6.142 

-.594,617 
..  34,208 
..  19.231 
..   18,475 

906 
775 
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rill  be  seen  that  there  haa  been  a  falling  off  in  the  total  membership, 
the  first  time  we  have  bad  occaBiou  to  report  this  fact.  The  dimis- 
^xceed  the  atliliatiouH,  both  of  whcih,  however,  have  decreased 
the  year.  But  the  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  have  in- 
I  about  four  ihousaiul  in  fori  tf-r'nfht  out  of  the  fjly- four  Grand  Lodges, 
g  that  the  "pruning  process"  is  still  going  on.  The  reduction  in 
trship  is  owing,  to  quite  an  extent,  to  the  surrender  or  forfeiture  of 
*»:  for  instance,  our  membership  in  Maine  has  fallen  off,  but  if  the 
its  of  a  lodge  whose  charter  has  been  surrendered  during  the  |)a8t 
lonld  b^  counted,  there  would  be  a  small  increase.  But  there  is 
nsolation — although  the  -nmnher  has  decreased,  we  believe  the 
;  quality  of  the  membership  has  increased." 

list  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  report  of  1878  (table)  here  referred 
:e8  to  figures  for  1877,  while  that  of  1877,  used  as  a  comparative 
;ive8  the  statistics  of  1870;  i.  e.  the  Maine  reports  for  1878  and  1877 
ly  refer  to  conditions  existing  in  1877  and  1876. 

THE   CUBAN   CONTROVEUSY. 

n  with  persuasive,  if  not  convincing  reasoning,  and  a  zeal  indi- 
his  perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  he  advocated, 
;r  Rnmou  Ilia,  Grand  Kepresenttitive,  issued  from  New  York  his 
,  in  1877,  to  this  and  other  American  Grand  Lodges,  urging  the 
ition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  as  the  true  and  oaly  legitimate 
ling  Masonic  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  that  Island,  we  were  almost  in- 
to accord  to  the  lHody  he  represented  the  recognitioa  claimed  for 
is  eloquent  circular  appeal.  This  predilection  tor  the  Grand  Lodge 
>a,  was  largely  superinduced  by  the  able  advocacy  of  her  claims  by 
minent  authorities,  in  ALisouic  juri.<prudence,  as  Bros.  Jno.  W. 
8  of  New  York,  and  Richard  Vaux  of  Pennsylvania,  who  then  and 
•ge  and  defend  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge 
3a.  We  have,  however,  been  ttxught,  by  experience,  to  be  very  cau- 
n  attempting  to  decide  questions  of  legitimacy  or  regularity  in  the 
tic  bodies  composed  of  men  of  the  Latin  race,  who  acknowledge  alle- 
'  to  or  work  under  the  government  of  Gbajjd  Orients,  Supreme  Grand 
ils,  or  any  other  ramification  or  evolution  of  A.  and  A.  S.  B.  Ma- 
in the  first  place,  we  are  aware  that,  in  spite  of  the  universality 
sonry,  the  Masonic  organizations  of  French,  Spanish,  or  Italian 
w,  are  very  diverse  from  those  of  America  and  admit  of  acts  as  well 
oarage  habits  of  thought  quite  averse  to  our  Masonic  ideas.  Again, 
ow  personally,  essentially,  nothing  of  Scotch  Kight  formulas  or 
pies  of  organization.  This,  as  we  have  intimated,  has  made  us 
•f  speech  in  these  oft-recurring  controversies,  and  while  thus  halt- 
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ing,  as  it  were,  fearing  to  do  what  oar  first  impulse  saggeeted,  and  recom- 
mend the  reorganization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  behold  the  car- 
tain  rises  npon  a  new  or  greatly  altered  scene,  and  the  Gkand  Lodge  of 
Colon  (Island  of  Cuba)  comes  upon  the  stage,  armed  ''cap-a-pie,*'  in  de- 
fense ot  her  ancient  prerogatives  and  supremacy.  This  controversy  has 
elicited  many  able  and  instructive  circulars  and  pamphlets  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,  which  added  to  the  published  documents  issued 
by  the  Gband  Lodge  of  Cuba  illustrative  of  her  right  to  exclusive  joris- 
diction  on  the  Island  Cuba,  make  a  record  of  controversial  word-warfare 
very  interesting  indeed,  but  quite  too  voluminous  for  reproduction  in 
these  pages. 

Our  reading  of  this  controversy  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  inclines  us  to  coincide  with  Brother 
Drummond  of  Maine,  in  his  conclusions  thereanent,  and  we  quote  below 
his  resume  of  the  argument  as  fair  and  just  to  both  disputants;  while  we 
recommend  that  no  definite  action  be  taken  in  the  claims  of  either  con- 
testing Grand  Lodge,  at  this  communication,  in  the  hope  that  time  and 
reflection  will  enable  the  combatants  to  reconcile  among  themselves  a 
very  regretable  dispute,  not  at  all  incapable  of  local  adjustment  Bro. 
Drummond  thus  alludes  to  the  controversy,  viz: 

Bro.  Ramon  lUa,  in  behalf  of  the  adherents  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Cuba,  defends  their  action  on  the  ground  that  the  original  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colon  committed  suicide  in  186S,  by  submitting  to  the  Supreme  Coun- 
cil, that  it  was  created  anew  in  1873,  and  continued  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Grand  Orient  until  after  the  first  of  August,  1876:  and,  therefore,  that 
the  lodges,  which  formed  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  had  the  right  to  dis-' 
owa  and  repudiate  it.  But  we  think  that  this  was  an  ait^r-thought,  and 
that,  while  it  is  an  arrow  shot  by  Bro.  Ilia,  it  cx)me8  from  Bro.  SimoD*s 
quiver. 

At  the  time  of  the  attempted  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba, 
there  were  in  Cuba  the  following  lodges,  which  were  not  notified  to  take 
part,  and  did  not  t*ike  part  in  that  movt»meut,  viz:  the  three  lodges  which 
formed  the  original  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  formed  in  1859;  and  one  lodge 
chartered  by  it  in  1864,  one  in  1865,  one  in  1866,  one  in  1867,  and  two  in 
1868,  before  the  alleged  suicide — nine  in  all. 

Bro.  Ilia  says  that,  in  1873,  the  Supreme  Council  re-installed  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Colon,  "though  only  as  a  section  <A«eo/",*' that  is  to  say,  as  a 
section  of  itself,  but  that  is  not  correct,  it  was  a  * 'section"  of  the  Orand 
(Mind,  of  which  the  Supreme  Council  was  a  "section"  also:  we  remark 
here,  that  in  the  Grand  Orient  system  the  Grand  Lodge  is  not  subordi- 
nated to  the  Supreme  Council,  as  Bro.  Vaiix  assumes,  but  is  asMociated 
xrith  the  Supreme  Council  in  the  Grand  Orient,  with  full  powers  over  Sym- 
bolic Masonry. 

But  i\\\  doubts  on  this  point  are  dissipated  by  the  fact  that  on  August 
28,  1874,  a  compact  was  made,  by  which  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Colon  over  Symbolic  Msisonry  were  acknowledged  and  pro- 
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claimed,  and  to  this  compact  the  Havana,  Cardenas  and  Matanzas  Lodges 
were  parties.  This  compact  was  actually  signed  by  at  least  one  of  the 
Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba ! 

After  August,  1874,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  was  either  a  regular 
Grand  Lodge  or  it  was  not;  if  it  was  then  regular,  it  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued to  be,  and  now  is,  regular,  and  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba, 
of  necessity,  is  not.  If  it  was  irregular,  it  involves  the  Brethren  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  in  a  curious  absurdity;  if  it  was  not  regular,  the 
* 'Provincial  Mother  Lodge*'  was  a  clandestine  Body,  the  lodges  created 
both  by  it  and  the  * 'Mother  Lodge"  were  and  are  clandestine,  and  these 
Brethren  proclaim  themselves  loyal  to  a  clandestine  Body,  and  nnited 
with  clandestine  lodges  in  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge !  For  three 
of  the  chartered  lodges  which  Bro.  Bla  says  took  part  in  the  formation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  were  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon, 
after,  he  says,  it  had  committed  suicide,  and  the  four  lodges  u.  d.  were 
created  by  this  "Provincial  Mother  Lodge,"  herself  created  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Colon,  after  he  says  it  committed  suicide  ! 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  cannot  be  recognized  for  several  reasons: 

1.  Because  there  was  a  regular  Grand  Lodge  then  existing  in  Cuba, 
or  else  the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Cuba  was  formed  by  a  convention  composed 
in  part  of  the  representatives  of  clandestine  lodges. 

2.  Because  the  officers  undertaking  to  represent  their  lodges  were  not 
authorized  by  their  lodges  to  do  so. 

3.  Because  the  Convention  was  not  legally  called,  nor  all,  or  even  a 
majority,  of  the  regular  lodges  in  the  Island  notified  thereof. 

4.  Because  a  majority  of  the  regular  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  did  not 
participate  in  the  movement:  if  we  regard  those  chartered  before  the  al- 
leged "suicide  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  nine  did  not  participate,  and  it  is 
not  claimed  that  more  than  six  did;  if  we  regard  aU  the  lodges,  ttDenty' 
four  did  not  participate,  and  not  more  than  nine  did. 

We  desire  to  submit  to  Bros.  Simons  and  Vaux  the  following  questions, 
fraternally  requesting  from  them  a  careful  consideration  and  a  direct  an- 
swer: 

1.  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  was  not  a  regular  Grand  Lodge  on 
August  1,  1876,  had  it  not  been  irregular  during  the  three  years  previous  ? 

2.  Is  a  lodge,  chartered  by  an  irregular  Grand  Lodge,  a  regular  lodge  ? 

3.  Were  the  three  lodges  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  be- 
tween 1873  and  1876,  which  took  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Cuba,  regular  or  irregular? 

4.  If  irregular,  is  not  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  they  took  part  in  form- 
ing, for  that  reason  irregular,  also  ? 

5.  Are  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  a  lodge  authorized  to  represent  their 
lodge  in  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  without  a  vote  of  the  lodge  em- 
powering them  to  do  so  ? 

6.  Can  a  minority  of  lodges  in  a  given  jurisdiction  legally  form  a  Grand 
Lodge  for  that  jurisdiction  ? 

7.  Most  not,  at  least,  a  majority  of  the  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  be  no- 
tified of  a  convention  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  in  order  to  make  their 
action  valid  ? 

We  are  compelled  to  say,  after  a. very  careful  examination,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  Cuban  Brethren,  in  their  attempt  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge, 
were,  in  onr  opinion,  utterly  in  conflict  with  masonic  law,  and  subver- 
sive of  the  principles  upon  which  all  other  American  Grand  Lodges  have 
been  formed. 
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THE  GBAND  OBIEST  OF  FRANCE. 

Nothing  within  our  recollection  or  reading  ken  of  Masonic  events,  has 
BO  startled,  indeed  has  so  painfully  shocked  and  grieved  the  world  of  Ma- 
sonry, as  that  latest  demonstration  of  disquiet  and  infidelity  forced  opon 
their  unwilling  notice  by  the  recent  movement  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  (the  highest  masonic  organization  of  that  groat  country  control- 
ing  the  interests  and  destiny  of  Symbolic  Masonry),  in  eliminating 
from  her  constitution  all  reference  to  Deity  and  virtually  denying 

GrOD  AS  T.  O.  A.  O.  T.  U. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Orient  originally  decUred  as  follows,  viz: 

Freemasonry,  an  institution  essentially  philanthropic,  philosophical, 
and  progressive,  has  for  its  object  the  inquiry  after  truth,  the  study  of 
universal  morality,  science  and  artii,  and  the  practice  of  benevolence. 

1.  Its  principles  are  the  ejciakncti  of  Ood,  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
and  human  solidarity. 

2.  It  regards  liberty  of  conscience  as  the  common  right  of  every  man, 
and  excludes  no  i>erson  on  account  of  his  belief. 

3.  Its  motto  is  Liberty,  Equality,  and  Fraternity. 

This  declaration,  though  not  entirely  unobjectionable  to  masonic  mindB, 
in  the  doubt  naturally  suggested  as  to  how  far  the  non-exclusion  declara- 
tion "on  account  of  his  bclief,"'in  clause  number  2,  modified  or  restricted 
the  very  full  and  acceptable  exegesis  ot  God  and  immortality,  embodied 
in  clause  number  1,  was  yet  accepted  as  conformable  to  universal  masonic 
traditions,  practice  and  belief.  In  an  evil  hour,  unfortunately,  a  propo> 
sition  was  made  to  amend  the  above  declaration  of  principles,  and  still 
more  unfortunately  for  the  (xrand  Orient  and  for  Masonr}',  the  proposed 
amendments  were  adopted  !  As  amended,  her  constitution  now  readH 
thus: 

Freemasonry,  an  institution  essentially  philanthropic,  philosophical, 
and  progressive,  has  for  its  object  the  inquirv-  after  truth,  the  study  of 
universal  morality,  Rci(;nce  and  arts,  and  the  pnictice  of  benevolence. 

1.  Its  principles  are  absolute  liberty  of  conscience  and  human  solid- 
arity. 

2.  It  excludes  no  person  on  account  of  his  belief. 

3.  Its  motto  is  Liberty,  Eqnality,  and  Fraternity. 

Few,  indeed,  were  the  loord  changes  required  to  hurl  the  Grand  Orient 
of  Fnuice  from  the  lofty  pinnacle  of  a  God  recognizing  fraternity  of  im- 
mortals, to  the  deep  degredation  of  a  God  denying  association  of  degen- 
erate; imitators  of  tho.se  iconoclastic  miidmeu,  called  scientists;  who, 
alas  !  in  these  days  of  intellectual  pride,  rule  the  minds  and  destroy  the 
souls  of  their  misguided  devotees. 
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Small,  indeed,  was  the  effort  required  to  chauge  this  paradise  of  God 
into  the  arid  desert  of  infidelity;  to  plunge  our  helpless  craft  into  the 
bottomless  deep  of  nonentity ;  to  launch,  as  it  were,  our  rudderless  shal- 
lop upon  the  shoreless  ocean  of  disbelief,  where  not  even  the  glimmer  of 
a  hope-inspiring  star  is  permitted  to  light  the  gloom  of  its  dark  and  chill- 
ing despnir. 

But  small  as  was  the  effort,  apparently,  required  to  produce  this  change 
of  words  and  ideas,  the  effect  is  infinite  in  its  significance  and  ramifica- 
tions. It  is  a  transition  from  light  to  darkness— not  that  physical  dark- 
ness which,  in  the  beginning,  wiis  dispelled  by  the  fiat  of  the  Almiohty 
when  *'Sit  Lux"  proclaimed  the  will  of  Jehovah,  *'et  Lux  fuit*'  re- 
sponded to  cheer  and  animate  the  face  of  obedient  nature — who  shall 
now  return  to  France  her  self-renounced  heritage  among  the  sons  of  God? 
Will  she,  as  heretofore  in  political  propagandism,  anon  running  riot  in 
war  and  bloodshed  to  enforce  an  exaggerated  fiction  of  liberty,  then,  ex- 
hausted, falling  an  easy  prey  to  oppressions,  until  her  sad  experiences 
and  the  rii>ening  of  time  have  fitted  her  at  last  for  the  reception  and 
demonstration  of  true  republicanism — a  condition  now  happily  illustrat- 
ing her  political  emancipation — will  she,  we  ask,  tire  at  length  of  this 
riotous  outbreak  of  infielity  to  God  and  Keligion,  and,  as  in  her  former 
political  divergencies,  return  to  duty  and  allegiance  with  lessons  of  wis- 
dom enforced  by  long  and  sad  experiences,  to  become  hereafter  the  pillar 
of  strength  to  the  true  masonic  temple  dedicated  to  belief  in  God  ?  We 
know  not,  but  are  not  without  hope— our  motto  is  '*God  understands, 
and  He  disposes." 

We  have  many  reasons  for  hoping  and  expecting  a  speedy  withdrawal 
of  this  obnoxious  deliverance;  among  which  an  abiding  faith  in  the  in- 
telligence and  masonic  integrity  of  French  masons  is  one  of  our  strong 
reliances.  The  French,  we  think,  are  too  inlelligent  not  to  see  the  inap- 
propriateness,  at  least,  of  a  deliverance  which  separates  them,  by  an  im- 
passable gulf,  from  all  other  masons.  Nor  will  they  fail  soon  to  discover 
the  absurdity  of  a  declaration  which  proclaims  the  brotherhood  of  a  race 
of  unparented  orphans— without  the  Fatherhood  of  God  this  Brotherhood 
01  man  is  meaningless  jargon.  Without  God  in  the  world  what  is  lUjerty  ? 
but  chaos  and  confusion — what  equality ."  but  contention,  and  the  "sur- 
vival of  the  strongest"  animal.  Without  God  indeed  what  is  fraternity  i 
but  inherited  animalism  and  va^abonism.  Admitted  the  fatherhood  of 
God,  then  the  brotherhood  of  man  becomes  a  tangible,  comprehensive 
idea,  a  tact  of  potential  significance,  a  sweet  prophecy  of  good  here  and 
of  immortality  hereafter. 

But  deny  to  man  his  God  derived  spiritual  heirship  and  you  relegate 
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him  to  that  bad  iminence,  assigned  him  by  arrogant  science  (so-^adled) 
of  a  high  grade  animal,  the  Prince  of  monkeys  whose  good  fortune  it  has 
been  during  the  lapse  of  ages  to  doff  his  caudal  appendage  and  shape  his 
limbs  voice  and  habits  to  the  necessities  of  his  advanced  condition.  Ah  ! 
Brethren  of  France  give  heed  to  the  absurdities  which  attach  to  the  effort 
of  exalting  a  God  forsaken  animal  called  man,  and  know  that  the  troe 
man  is  an  inspiration  of  Divinity,  or  as  the  writer  has  heretofore  ex. 
pressed  the  thought  that  man  is  a  spiritual  idea  expressed  in  matter — an 
immortal  spark  of  infinity,  enwrapped  in  the  mantle  of  decaying  flesh 
but  preserving  nevertheless  his  spiritutd  relationship  to  and  tending  to- 
wards his  spiritual  Source — a  being  of  grand  capabilities,  and  susceptible 
ot  infinite  progress  and  cultivation,  which  can,  however,  inure  to  him 
only  through  the  laws  provided  by  God,  for  his  spiritual  enfrancisement 
and  elevation — a  being  entitled  by  God's  decree  to  ^'liberty,  equality  and 
fraternity"  here,  and  a  life  of  immortality  beyond. 

Men,  ignorant  and  degraded,  have  linked  their  affections  to  the  sensual 
and  tangible,  and  elevated  matter  above  spirit,  mistaking  the  creature  for 
the  Creator.  Yea,  men  of  high  culture  and  worldly  fame-,  reveling  in  the 
very  luxuriance  of  their  intellectural  endowments  and  triumphs,  have 
basely  betrayed  their  master. 

Not  so  with  Masonry;  the  light  by  which  she  works  casts  no  flickering 
ra}'  athwart  the  spiritual  horizon.  Allegiance  to  God,  love  to  man ! — is 
the  watchword  and  reply  to  all  who  approach  her  bulwarks;  our  brethren 
"buy  the  truth  and  sell  it  not" 

They  have  found  the  pearl  of  great  price  and  wear  it  as  a  spiritual 
trophy. 

The  brightest  star  in  their  galaxy  of  truths  is  the  revelrtion  of  the  spir- 
itual relationship  of  man  to  God,  and  of  man  to  man — the  fatherhood  of 
God,  the  brotherhood  of  man ;  this  is  the  fountain  of  her  waters  of  life, 
the  secret  of  the  perennial  vigor  and  unyielding  strength  of  this  old,  old 
bulwark  of  freedom. 

Hers  is  the  banner  of  love  glowing  with  the  beams  of  heavenly  inspira- 
tion, and  scattering  blessings  from  its  shining  folds  in  sparks  of  celestial 
light. 

Masonry,  in  its  pure  craft  organization,  does  not  claim  to  be  a  religion, 
in  the  prevalent  sense  of  that  term,  though  she  loves  and  cherishes  every 
true  religious  sentiment  and  experience. 

Wo  have  moreover  an  abiding  conviction  that  our  Brethren  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  will  watch  with  intelligent  inquiring  interest  the 
archsological  researches  and  discoveries,  continually  being  made  among 
the  monumental  relics  of  ancient  times,  yea  of  pre-historic  ages,  which 
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all  attribato  the  origin  of  those  induring  architectaral  stractares  to  the 
handy  craft  of  societies  of  workmen  combining  in  their  organizations  the 
doable  parpoee  of  secret  investigations  of  (searches  after)  truth  as  for 
themselves,  while,  also,  rendering  service  to  the  nations  around  them  by 
employing  their  mechanical  skill  whenever  enduring  and  ornamental 
structures  were  needed. 

Those  who  practiced  the  ancient  mysteries  also  builded  the  ancient 
zuonnments,  whether  of  the  extinct  races  of  Central  America  or  of  the  still 
represented  inhabitants  of  the  Orient,  of  Egypt,  of  Greece,  and  of  Rome — 
all  these  mcLster  workmen  we  say,  as  their  character  and  history  is  develop- 
ed in  the  eager  search  after  antiquities,  were  Brethren  of  the  mystic  tie  of 
-which  modern  masonry  is  a  type  and  symbol.  Still  questionable  it  may 
be  in  identity,  but  becoming  more  and  more  assuredly  recognizable  as 
heirs  to  this  ancient  inheritance  of  fame,  as  the  light  of  truth  continues 
to  penetrate  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  hidden  arches  and  recesses  where 
for  so  many  neglecteda^'ges  these  eloquent  reyelations  of  man's  early  history 
and  achievements  have  lied  buried.  The  tombs  of  a  long  forgotten  world, 
together  with  the  monuments  of  the  fast  departing  civilizations  of  Hin 
dostan,  of  Egypt  and  of*  Greece,  all  attest  the  masonic  rites  of  these  an 
cient  master  builders  of  whom  we  are  degenerate  speculative  representa 
tivee.  Mark  well  this  assurance,  which  we  proclaim  without  fear  of  suc- 
cessful contradiction,  in  all  these  exhumed  trophies  of  masonic  art  and 
bandywork,  one  &ct  above  all  others  is  distinctly,  emphatically  proclaim- 
ed. The  masters  of  the  ancient  mysteries  believed  in  and  taught  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  immortality.  The  masons  of  old  were  not  atheists; 
nor  do  we  believe  that  there  is  now  a  true  mason  on  this  habitable  globe 
(the  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  notwithstanding,)  who  can 
truthfully  affirm  that  he  does  not  believe  in  God. 

But  thiH  subject  is  growing  upon  us,  and  as  it  would  require  volumes  to 
elucidate  it  in  the  light  of  advancing  science  and  research,  we  beg  here  to 
desist;  urging,  however,  with  kindest  importunity,  upon  all  masons 
everywhere,  to  study  with  interest  and  zealously  the  history  of  their  loved 
organization,  in  its  ancieaii  and  modem  exemplifications  of  the  true  at- 
tributes of  God,  and  the  true  relations  of  man  to  his  Maker. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  39th  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ar- 
kansas, convened  in  Little  Rock,  October  the  8th,  1877,  and  was  opened 
in  Ample  Fobm  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  M.  M.  McGuire. 

Present,  all  the  Grand  Officers  with  six  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters 
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and  the  Representiitives  of  78  Subordinate  Ijodges.  The  volume  contain- 
ing these  proceedings  is  adorned  with  an  excellent  engraved  portrait  of 
P.  G.  M.  E.  H.  English,  thus  enabling  us  to  know  the  features  of  one 
long  endeared  to  the  masonic  world  for  his  excellent  record  as  a  true  cus- 
todian of  the  work  and  a  worthy  exemplar  of  the  beauties  and  mysteries 
of  our  art. 

THE  OBAND   MASTERS  ADDRESS, 

Barring  a  little  unnecessary  sky-larking  '*amid  the  revolving  spheres,"  in 
his  exordium,  is  a  very  readable  and  creditable  message.  He  calls  for 
MEN  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  advancing  Masonic  battalions;  but  says  also  : 

Give  us  men,  made  in  the  image  of  their  Creator,  and  Masonry  will 
have  no  trouble  in  convincing  the  world  of  its  good  effects  We  need  to 
elevate  the  standard  high;  none  but  the  worthy  should  find  an  entrance 
through  our  portals.  The  internal  should  be  inspected  more  than  the 
external.  The  applicant  may  have  two  feet,  two  hands,  and  a  big  head, 
and  yet  be  destitute  of  heart,  and,  if  so,  we  opine  he  wants  more  of  being 
**a  perfect  man,"  according  to  the  Masonic  rule  than  he  would  with  a  full 
grown  heiirt  and  a  missing  foot.  We  are  gratified  to  report  that  the 
standard  of  Masonry  has  been  elevated  in  our  Sti^e  much  higher  than  it 
was  a  few  years  ago.  The  outlook  for  Masonrj'  in  Arkansas  is  brighter 
than  it  has  been;  all  things  are  improving.  While  we  have  been  consti- 
tuting but  few  new  lodges,  we  have  been  reviving  the  old.  Several  old 
lodges,  that  it  was  thought  were  dead  and  only  awaiting  interment,  have 
been  revived  to  a  new  life,  and  it  is  hoped  they  may  never  again  fall  into 
a  comatose  condition. 

He  announces  a  serious  calamity  by  which  all  the  records  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  destroyed  by  the  tire,  of  December  19th,  1876,  which  con- 
sumed the  office  of  the  Gnind  Secretary,  with  all  of  its  valuable  contents 
of  "library,  records,  books,  papers,  etc."  We  can  readily  appreciate  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  resulting  from  these  serious,  and,  in 
many  respects  irreparable  losses,  and  sympathise  with  our  brethren  of 
Arkansas  in  their  dilemma. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  twenty  decisions,  some  of  which  were  ob- 
jected to  by  his  Grand  Lodge,  and  will,  undoubtedly,  also  be  disputed  in 
other  jurisdictions.  The  objectionable  decisions  we  quote,  and  with  them 
quote  also  the  dissenting  opinions  of  the  committee  on  "Masonic  law  and 


usages." 


The  Grand  Master  decides  as  follows: 

Is  it  necessary  for  the  Past  Master's  degree  to  be  conferred  on  a  W. 
M.  elect,  prior  to  his  installation?  We  regard  the  Past  Masters  degree 
as  a  modern  innovation,  accepted  by  usage,  but  wholly  unsupported  by 
law.  The  full  and  complete  installation  ceremonies  seats  the  master  eleot 
in  the  Oriental  Chair,  and  qualifies  and  empowers   him   to  preside;  and 
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no  degree  conferred  in  an  irrogular  manner,  unknown    and  unrecognised 
by  Symbolic  Alasonry,  can  do  more. 

I  decided  the  loss  of  a  foot,  the  missing  member  being  artificially  sup- 
plied,  enabling  the  candidate  to  take  all  necessary  steps,  was  no  bar  to 
the  lodgo  receiving  and  acting  upon  his  petition,  and  initiating  him.  if 
found  worthy;  the  internal,  more  than  the  external,  being  what  Masonry 
regards,  and  moral  fitness  has  more  to  do  in  making  *'a  perioct  man," 
than  a  physical  conformation. 

The  committee  {sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge)  dissent  from  the  above 

decisions  as  follows,  viz: 

The  Master  elect  may  preside  over  the  lodge  after  be  is  installed  in  the 
ordinary  open  form,  but  his  installation  is  not  full  and  complete^  and  he 
is  not  seated  in  the  Orienlfd  Chair,  in  the  true  Masonic  sense,  until  the  or- 
der of  Past  Master  is  conferred  upon  him  in  a  convocation  of  Past  Mas- 
ters  duly  assembled. 

We  do  not  concur  in  the  remark  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  that  "the 
Past  Mister's  degree  is  a  modem  innovation,  accepted  by  usage,  but 
wholly  unsupported  by  law." 

The  order  of  Past  Master,  as  conferred  in  convocations  upon  Masters 
elect,  is  as  old  and  as  coustitutional  as  any  degree  in  Masonry. 

As  a  Chapter  degree  it  is  American,  adopted  as  part  of  our  capitular 
system  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago,  as  above  observed,  and  is  made  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  and 
the  constitutions  of  the  State  Grand  Chapters  a  regular  degree. 

As  an  order,  conferred  in  convocations,  or  as  a  degree  of  the  Chapter 
series,  it  is  supported  by  law,  and  when  properly  conferred,  like  all  of  the 
orders  and  degrees  of  Alasonry,  is  instnictive  and  improving.  An  accom- 
plished Past  Master  is  familiar  with  beautiful  ceremonies,  and  with  the 
constitutions  and  laws  of  Symbolical  Masonry. 

We  most  respectfully  submit  that  decision  No.  seventeen  (17)  is  not 
law. 

A  man  who  has  lost  a  foot,  a  leg,  arm  or  hand,  cannot  be  made  a  ma- 
son, though  the  missing  member  be  artificially  supplied. 

The  decision  is  in  conflict  with  the  Ancient  Constitutions,  and  the  ap- 
proved decisions  and  edicts  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

By  Sec.  45,  Standing  Kegulations,  Proceedings  18G6,  p.  192,  which  is 
but  declaratory  of  an  old  Constitutional  landmark: 

*'No  person  must  be  made  a  Mason  unless  be  be  a  man  of  full  age,  of 
good  character,  honest  and  upright;  he  must  have  the  nse  of  all  his  limbs 
and  members,  as  a  man  ought  to  have,  and  with  no  maim,  nor  such  de- 
fect as  may  incapacitate  him  to  learn  the  art,  to  give  all  due  signs  and 
salutations,  to  be  made  a  fellow  craft  and  master  in  due  time;  honestly 
and  reputably  to  acquire  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  to  comply  fully 
and  entirely  with  all  the  duties  and  obligations  assumed  by  him  towards 
the  Craft  at  large  and  individual  brethren,  and  such  as  Masonic  Law  and 
Usage  impose,  or  require  of  a  good  Mason." 

It  is  important  for  a  man  to  have  a  good  heart  and  a  tolerably  good 
head  to  be  made  a  Mason,  but  legs  and  feet,  and  arms  and  hands  are  also 
important  and  indispensable,  and  wood,  or  cork,  and  metal,  will  not  sup- 
ply the  place  of  flesh  and  bone,  nerves  and  muscles. 
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OF  ST.  John's  colleoe, 

The  Grand  Master  thas  speaks,  and  his  words  are  prophetic  of  that  dis- 
aster to  this  noble  enterprise  which  we  have  long  dreaded  and  woald 
gladly  have  aided  in  averting: 

This  institution  has  arrived  at  that  point  where  it  is  viewed  by  the  Ma- 
sons of  the  Staf  e  yery  much  like  the  man  viewed  his  bargain  when  he  had 
boaght  an  elephant,  and  did  not  have  the  meimH  to  fit  out  his  menagerie 
and  run  his  show.  The  elephant  was  too  valuable  to  kill,  and  would  not 
pay  to  keep,  and  he  was  in  a  dilemma  what  was  best  to  do  \ntb  his  prop- 
erty. We  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  this  Institution.  We  honor  the  men 
who  founded  the  College,  and  hoped  to  see  it  firmly  established  ere  they 
passed  away.  These  men  were  inspired  by  the  truest  and  best  principles 
of  our  noble  Order.  They  consecrated  their  work  with  their  prayers,  and 
watered  it  with  their  sweat.  Let  all  who  pass  this  way,  tread  lightly  and 
speak  softly.  You  stand  on  hallowed  ground.  But  our  veneration  must 
not  keep  us  from  managing  this  Institution  in  a  business  way.  This  is  a 
utilitarian  age;  a  day  when  the  inquiry  is  made,  "Does  it  pay?''  St. 
John's  College,  under  the  present  system  of  management,  does  not.  It 
has  become  a  burthen  upon  the  Lodges,  and  yields  them  but  little,  or 
nothing,  in  return.     A  change  must  be  made. 

Is  it  indeed  true,  as  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Maine,  declares, 
when  speaking  regretfully  of  the  impending  disaster  to  this  well  intended 
but  futile  effort  at  associate  Masonic  benevolence,  that,  '*  The  funda- 
mental principle  of  Masonic  charity  and  benevolence  i-i  indivitlual  dbHija- 
Hon.  All  measures,  tending  to  change  this  obligation  from  the  individual 
to  an  nssociationj  are  really  subversive,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  of  the 
ancient  plan  of  Masonry;  which  never  contemplated  that  the  invidnal 
brother  can  relieve  himself  from  his  obligations  by  substituting  relief  by 
an  association,  to  whose  funds  he  should  contribute  "  ?  or  is  it  not  rather 
true  that,  while  Masonry  is  comprehensive  and  pervasive  enough  in  its 
principles  to  enforce  "individual  obligations"  and  to  promote  all  legiti- 
mate ends  aimed  at  in  associate  charities,  3'et  our  hearts  are  not  warmed 
with  the  zeal  needed  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  efforts  to  secure  the 
strength  which  abides  in  union  ?  However  the  principle,  thus  suggest- 
ively hinted  at,  may  be  decided  in  future  Mtisonic  Councils,  cerles  our 
Brt^thren  of  Arkansas  have  realized  and  declared  their  present  inability  to 
sustain  a  well  devised  and  noble  Masonic  educational  institution.  St. 
John's  College  may  as  well  be  numbered  at  once  among  the  many  asso- 
ciations of  the  past,  whose  record  of  ent43rprise,  struggle  and  failure  are 
evidences  either  of  misdirected  or  inefl&cient  effort.  For  ourselves,  we 
prefer  to  attribute  all  such  failures  to  a  lack  ot  masonic  zeal  in  the  craft, 
rather  than  to  any  defect  in  the  designs  laid  down  upon  our  trestleboards 
of  principle.    The  Grand  Master  gives  a  favorable  report  of  the  oondition 
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of  Masonry  in  his  jarisdiction  and  we  quote  a  portion  of  his  condnding 
remarkfl,  as  follows: 

We  have  tried  to  do  our  duty  faithfully  and  impartially,  and  trust  our 
work  will  stand  approved.  While,  perhaps,  we  have  been  unable  to  add 
any  lustre  to  the  high  station,  we  hope  we  have  detracted  nothing  from 
the  dignity  of  the  position,  ^ur  earnest  desire,  and  our  labor  has  been 
directed  to  that  end,  to  raise  the  moral  standard  of  the  Institution  high 
in  our  State.  We  have  visited  quite  a  number  of  Lodges,  but  not  as 
many  as  we  had  hoped  for.  Wherever  we  went,  we  found  the  Lodges 
looking  up,  and  occupying  an  elevated  plain,  and  may  the  Grand  Master, 
who  forever  reigns,  forever  presides,  prosper  them  evermore.  Brethren, 
in  surrendering  to  you  the  trust  you  committed  to  me  one  year  ago,  and 
in  laying  down  the  gavel,  I  must  thank  you  for  your  confidence  then  ex- 
hibited, and  I  trust  you  have  never  felt  a  regret  for  your  choice.  I  now 
wish  the  trust  placed  in  other  hands.     I  want  to  lay  aside  the  jewel,  and 

Elace  the  gavel  in  another's  keeping.    All  I  ask  from  you,  is,  that  I  may 
ve  in  your  affections,  and  that  my  name  may  be  kindly  remembered. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  harmonious  and  character- 
ized by  intelligence  and  discrimination,  and  we  refer  to  the  following  as 
worthy  of  special  notice,  viz:  Five  charters  and  two  dispensations  granted; 
three  dispensations  continued  and  one  revoked.  The  pending  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  substituting  a  committee  on  work  (to  consist  of 
five  experts  aUi  Alabama),  was  adopted;  as  was  also  an  amendment  chang- 
ing the  time  of  holding  its  annual  communications  to  the  second  Tues- 
day of  January  (instead  of  October).  After  some  discussion  over  con- 
flicting reports  of  the  Committee  on  Recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Indian  Territory,  the  majority  report  favoring  recognition,  was 
adopted,  and  Bro.  E.  H.  English,  P.  G.  M.,  was  received  as  the  represent- 
ative of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  with  grand  honors,  etc. 
At  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  a 
resolution,  recognizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  was  adopted.  We  can 
not,  at  this  writing,  approve  that  act  as  fully  warranted  by  the  facts 
elicited  in  our  investigation  of  the  controversy  between  •*Ouba"  and 
Colon, 

FOREIGN  COBBKSPOMDENCE. 

This  report  is  presented  by  Bro.  Geo.  E.  Dodge,  Chairman,  and  re- 
views, with  judgment  and  pleasant  directness  of  criticism,  the  reports  of 
some  thirty-seven  Grand  Lodges.  He  refers  to  the  56th  Grand  Annual 
Communication  of  Alabama  (1876),  giving  just  praise  and  prominence 
to  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Pillans;  and.  after  quoting  approvingly 
his  truthful  portrayal  of  the  *  "evils  of  multiplying  the  number  of  weak 
lodges,"  says:  **The  Grand  Master  was  re-elected,  and  we  doubt  if  the 
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Grand  Lodge  conld  have  l)ettered  itself  by  a  different  selection."  We 
thank  Bro.  Dodge  for  a  kind  notice  of  our  report  on  correspondence  for 
1876,  and  assure  him,  of  what  we  hope  he  is  already  informed,  that  Ar- 
kansas was  regretfully  omitted  in  that  report  because  the  proceedings  did 
not  reach  us.  There  is  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas  palpable  to  us  in 
conning  the  direct  and  forcible  remarks  of  Bro.  D.  as  contrasted  with  the 
*'8onndof  his  name,"  and  still  the  wonder  grows,  how  such  a  misnomer 
could  have  attached  to  one  so  unlike  to  a  dodge.  But,  '^what's  in  a 
name"  ? 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Jno.  F.  Hill Grand  Master 

R.  W.  L.  E.  Barber Grand  Secretary 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 337 

CALIFORNIA. 

This  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  Twenty-eighth  (28th)  Grand  Annual 
Communioatir)n  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  October,  A.  D.  1877,  closing  Sat- 
urday P.  M.  of  same  week.  The  volume  belore.us  reporting  the  proceed- 
in£s  of  this  Communication  contains  nearly  four  hundred  pages  of  closely 
printed  matter  abounding  in  Masonic  gems  and  statisticiil  information. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  (Bro,  Jno.  Mills  Browne)  is  very  able 
and  comprehensive,  and  as  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  condense  a  satisfac- 
tory resume  of  the  full  proceedings,  wo  shall  extract  from  this  address 
such  paragraphs  as  indicate  the  condition,  action  and  purposes  of  our 
Brethren  of  California.  The  Grand  Mast43r  thus  associates  the  aroma  of 
good  wine  with  the  savor  of  good  deeds  : 

**Brethken  of  the  Grand  Lodoe  of  California — 

In  Normandy,  so  runs  the  legend,  some  hundreds  of  years  ago,  a 
mighty  lord  had  called  togctht  r  his  retainers  and  set  them  to  work  in 
building  a  castle.  While  thus  employed  an  excessive  drought  prevailed 
over  the  land,  and  the  scarcity  of  water  with  which  to  mix  the  mortar  put 
a  stop  to  the  work  on  the  building.  The  mighty  lord  had  vaults  well 
filled  with  wine,  and  in  order  that  the  work  might  go  on  and  the  work- 
men be  relieved  from  the  distress  succeeding  its  cfssiitiou,  he  ordered  the 
vaults  to  be  opened  and  the  wine  to  be  brought  forth  and  used  in  place 
of  water  to  prepare  the  mortar.  The  work  continued,  the  castle  was  com- 
pleted and  became  the  wonder  and  pride  of  the  province,  and  for  centu- 
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lies  afterward,  the  winds,  in  passing  over  the  castle,  became  laden  with 
the  fragrance  of  the  old  wine  used  in  its  building,  and  was  wnfted  through 
the  valleys  and  over  the  plains  like  unto  the  incense  of  a  breeze  that  wan- 
ders among  sweet  scented  plants,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  people  who 
partook  ot  th(j  fragrance  whicli  unceasingly  told  of  its  origin  in -the  olden 
time,  of  its  undiminished  strength  and  perpetuity,  and  evoked  reverential 
emotions  and  called  forth  grateful  recognitions  of  the  power  and  goodness 
of  the  mighty  lord  who,  in  his  wisdom  and  consideration,  had  thus 
favored  a  people. 

Masonry  is  our  castle,  and  the  realization  of  its  lofty  and  ennobling 
principles  is  the  wine  used  to  cement  the  unity  of  brotherhood,  the  fra- 
grance of  which  is  the  grand  though  unseen  influence  which  has  ever 
elevated  and  refined  communities,  and  been  acknowledged  and  fostered 
by  the  recipients  of  its  blessings. 

To  our  present  assemblage  there  comes  the  recollection  of  the  events 
and  associations  which  characterized  those  in  which  wo  have  participated, 
and  tbeir  beneficial  influences  will  silently  though  surely  affect  our  views 
and  actions.  To  us  comes  the  remembrance  of  the  words  and  deeds  of 
those  who  were  our  predecessors  in  these  annual  assemblies,  and  to  us 
comes  the  inheritance  of  example  and  result  derived  from  an  unbroken 
succession  of  Masonic  ancestry.  With  receptive  minds  these  combined 
influences  will  have  the  appreciation  and  elicit  consequents  as  satisfactory 
as  those  which  came  to  the  admiring,  wondering  people  who  inhaled  the 
fragrance  of  the  nobleman's  wine,  which,  although  ripened  by  time,  ever 
gave  forth  the  pleasing  flavor  of  its  original  richness." 

He  thus  alludes  to  the  condition  of  the  craft,  and  suggests  the  labors 
incident  to  the  communication  : 

**We,  representatives  of  the  noblest  sentiments,  have  come  hither  from 
.oar  various  vocations,  to  meet  attain  in  convocation,  not  impelled  by  **a 
brief  flash  of  energy,"  but  with  definite  motives,  and  a  foreshadowed  in- 
tention to  completely  perform  our  duty,  to  exchange  fraternal  greetings, 
to  give  and  receive  opinions,  to  labor  and  fulflU  claims;  and  this  we  do 
with  an  assurance  of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  Craft,  and  in  the  knowl- 
edge that  comparative  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  juris- 
diction. Let  us  have  iaith  in  the  boundless  wisdom  of  God;  let  us  realize 
the  great  law  of  duty  toward  Him;  let  us  strive  to  learn,  to  think,  to  da 
to  bear;  and  thus,  in  fervency  and  earnestness,  gratefully  recognize  His 
loving  kindness  in  permitting  this  assemblage,  and  humbly  invoke  His 
guidance  that  its  important  duties  may  be  acceptably  done. 

We  regret  the  absence  of  familiar  faces,  yet  we  welcome  the  new  ones 
as  an  earnest  that  they  will  adequately  supply  the  places  we  were  so  ac- 
customed to  see  filled  by  others,  and  wo  trust  they  will  be  guided  by  the 
approved  labore  and  recognized  zeal  of  those  whom  they  have  succeeded, 
in  attending  to  the  interests  of  their  respective  charges,  and  in  uniting  in 
the  wish  and  endeavor  to  promote  the  common  weal.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that,  by  virtue  of  yonr  offices,  awarded  by  the  elective  favor  of 
your  brethren,  you  are,  in  a  certain  sense,  to  be  regarded  as  exemplars  of 
that  which  is  just,  true,  and  good  in  your  moral,  social,  and  political  life. 
Human  motives  are  distorted  and  discolored,  and  usually  misconstrued 
by  the  tmcharitable,  who  arc  prone  to  ascribe  sinister  and  selfish  reasons, 
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and  find  defects  and  abuses;  and  the  only  complete  and  direct  denial  is 
to  be  had  in  a  life  whose  actions  are  noble,  pure,  and  earnest" 

He  has  evidently  devoted  himself  with  remarkable  faithfulness  to  the 
supervision  of  the  craft,  having  during  his  term  of  office,  one  year,  "vis- 
ted  twenty-seven  of  the  thirty-one  districts  in  the  jurisdiction,"  and  says 
of  these  visits  (a  portion  of  which  we  italicise) : 

i  "The  Graft  were  fraternal  and  kind  in  manner,  earnest  and  interestedy 
and  expressive  of  gratification  at  having  been  present  to  witness  the  ex- 
emplification of  the  authorized  work.  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  kindest 
consideration,  respect,  and  courtesy  which  attended  my  reception;  and, 
in  some  instances,  the  warm  impulses  of  a  generous  nature  made  my  po- 
sition embarrassing  by  the  prodigal  hospitality  bestowed.  I  now  officially 
recognize  the  kindnesses  received,  the  recollection  of  which  will  be  car- 
ried into  the  future  as  associations  among  the  happiest  of  my  Masonic 
career. 

In  investigating  the  causes  ichich  disturht  perplex,  and  embarrass  Lodges  in 
Iheir  financial  and  vxyrking  condition,  retarding  growtti,  impairing  influence, 
injuring  reputation,  and  making  thein  what  i^iey  ought  not  to  be,  in  striking 
oontraat  to  xchai  they  might  and  should  be,  I  found  a  lack  of  attendance  at 
Lodge  tabors,  careless  introduction  of  netjo  material,  persistent  abuse  and  in- 
discriminate use  of  the  black-ball,  a  reluctant,  tardy,  or  non-payment  of 
dues,  inexcusable  carelessness,  and  an  illiberal  and  unmasonic  treatment 
of  the  applications  for  affiliation  from  non-affiliates.'* 

Of  Commercial  obligations  and  Masonic  pledges,  he  says  : 

*'My  opinion  was  asked  by  a  Master;  as  to  the  propriety  of  entertaining 
charges  against  a  brother  whp  had  purchased  goods  from  another  brother, 
and  subsequently,  although  in  the  possession  of  funds,  left  the  country 
without  paying  for  the  articles  bought 

I  replied  that  if  no  fraud  had  been  practiced  the  charge  should  not  be 
considered,  the  admissibility  depending  upon  the  fraudulent  character  of 
the  transaction;  that  the  non-payment  of  a  debt  incurred  without  fraudu- 
lent intent  is  not  sufficient  ground  on  which  to  base  a  charge  of  unma- 
sonic conduct.  Two  cases  have  been  brought  to  ray  notice  this  season 
where  members  of  Lodges  who  had  sold  a  bill  of  goods  to  other  memben, 
%nd  failed  to  receive  payment  therelor,  cod siderea  that  the  Lodges  should 
assume  the  debts,  since  the  goods  were  sold  on  credit  to  the  purchasing 
parties  because  they  had  been  in  the  Lodge  together;  which  was  regarded 
as  an  iudorKemeut  to  integrity,  but  being  deceived,  asked  that  the  Lodges 
should  make  good  to  them  their  business  mistakes.  This  error  concern- 
ing Masonry  is  by  no  means  entertained  only  by  a  few,  singular  though 
it  may  seem.  By  many  the  institution  is  regarded  as  a  convenient  means 
whereby  the  creditor  can  force  payment  from  his  debtor,  awarding  to  it 
the  character  of  a  collector,  and  moreover  a  general  insurance  against  the 
mistakes  of  trade.  A  Masonic  court  cannot  take  the  place  of,  or  conflict 
with,  a  civil  court;  it  does  not  establish  civil  rights,  and  its  highest  pen- 
alty is  expulsion;  it  is  content  to  give  judgment  on  matters  relating  to  its 
own  afiairs  and  offenses  against  the  laws  of  morality,  but  it  does  not  re- 
cognize difficulties  of  a  legal  character  arising  from  business  transactions, 
nor  does  it  entertain  charges  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  legal  rights,  un- 
less such  charges  shall  specify  fraud.    The  Lodge  is  not  the  place  to  ad- 
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judicato  accounts  of  commercial  transactions,  and  charges  partake  too 
much  of  a  criminal  proceeding;  to  be  entertained  in  the  settlement  of 
bosiness  difficulties.  A  like  matter  ought  never  to  be  brought  before  the 
Lodge;  it  is  not  in  order;  the  comi)laining  party  should  be  told  that  the 
court  room  is  the  proper  place  to  institute  lawsuits— and  so  I  advised  the 
Masters. 

This  leads  to  the  notice  of  another  error  committed  by  Masons,  an  error 
of  prevalence,  that  of  frequently  giving  and  receiving  the  word  or  pledge 
of  a  Mason  in  an  useless  and  an  uunecesfe-ary  manner  and  on  occasions  of 
little  or  no  importance.  The  word  of  a  Mason  ought  to  be  equal  to  his 
bond,  and  called  forth  only  in  matters  of  import;  it  should  never  be  given 
without  deliberation,  and  when  given  should  be  steadfastly  kept,  for  a 
though tle»i  pledge  heedlessly  broken  is  without  reason,  unfortunate  and 
foolish,  and  deserves  censure. 

The  habit  too  many  have  of  ostentatiously  giving  a  sign  or  a  grip  in 
mixed  social  associations,  publicly  boasting  of  being  a  Mason,  doing  all 
things  *'on  the  square,*'  and  wearing  conspicuous  emblems,  when  without 
the  information  necessary  to  give  an  intelligent  interpretation  of  their 
meaning,  should  be  discouraged  in  manner  and  terms  indicative  of  dis- 
pleasure, and  a  continued  effort  made  for  the  correction  of  these  unhappy 
iaults  which  are  calculated  to  bring  reproach  upon  the  Fraternity  and 
lesson  its  influence  for  the  accomplishment  of  good. 

Masonic  pledges  are  sometimes  given  in  political  matters,  and,  whether 
broken  or  not,  should  be  equally  frowned  upon  as  subversive  of  propriety 
and  displaying  an  ignorance  of  the  purpose  of  Masonry.  Living  by  a 
law  unto  itself,  espousing  no  party,  sect,  nor  creed,  seeking  no  outward 
favors  or  patronage,  independent  of  foreign  power,  and  laboring  for  com- 
mon good.  Masonry  was  not  created,  nor  is  it  kept  up,  for  political  or 
pecuniary  purposes.  The  soouer  brethren  become  aware  that  Blasonry  ig' 
incompatible  with  politics  and  business  operations  the  better;  the  sooner 
they  manifest  their  displeasure  at  this  inharmonious  mixture  the  better; 
the  sooner  they  stop  the  reckless  pledging  of  Masonic  faith  and  "commu- 
nicating on  the  square*'  the  better;  for  until  this  be  done  we  shall  have 
this  fooliKh  yet  hurtful  inconsistency,  and  suffer  within  and  without  from 
it«  demoralizing  tendency.  These  things,  it  seems  to  me,  are  not  enough 
considered  among  us,  and  for  their  avoidance  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
legislate,  as  the  best  and  most  effectual  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the  dis- 
couragement, displeasure,  and  reproof  displayed  by  the  brethren." 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  is  in  his  usual  comprehensive 

style,  and  we  quote  from  it  two  brief  paragraphs,  as  follows: 

1st)  that: 

"There  are  now  in  existence  within  this  jurisdiction  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  chartered  Lodges,  which  with  the  four  under  dispensation, 
make  a  total  number  of  two  hundred  and  three." 

2d,  that: 

•*Afl  heretofore,  for  many  years,  the  undersigned  is  onablod  to  report 
that,  for  the  tiscal  year  just  reported,  the  returns  from  all  the  Lodges  hml 
bc^u  received  and  that  their  dues  hud  all  been  paid.  He  has  little  to  com- 
plain of  for  the  present  year;  for,  although  a  good  deal  of  correspondence 
BBS  been  necessary  to  have  the  reports  properly  corrected  (as  has  been 
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not  iinuAaal),  there  has  been  perhaps  a  greater  promptitude  than  here- 
tofore in  the  tr>\nsmiKsion  of  returns  and  the  payment  of  dues,  and»  save 
Maui  Lodge,  No.  2M3,  which  has  sent  no  report  nor  dues,  there  is  but  one 
which  yet  requires  correction  and  the  payment  of  some  small  balance  con- 
sequent thereupon." 

THE  ORAJ4D  ORATOR. 

Bro.  Aaron  A.  Sargent  having  been  called  away  by  the  extra  session  of 
Coigress,  to  attend  to  his  official  duties  as  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
Bro.  Charles  A.  Wiggin,  D.  G.  M.,  read  the  address  prepared  by  Bro.  Sar- 
gent The  address  is  an  eloquent  and  very  useful  contribution  to  Masonic 
literature,  and  concludes  with  the  following  pleasant  and  suggestive 
words: 

I  have  thus  briefly  glanced  at  a  few  causes  of  the  vigorous  youth  and 
luxurious  manhood  of  Masonry.  Undoubtedly  there  are  many  others 
v^hich  will  suggest  themselves  to  a  diligent  student  of  its  history  and 
philosophy,  and  which  are  worthy  ot  careful  study.  Whatever  those 
causes,  the  effect  has  been  stni>endous.  Wherever  the  sun,  in  his  steady 
march  from  clime  to  clime,  looks  down  upon  a  civilized  race,  there  our 
powerful  institution  has  been  planted  -  there  are  the  memorials  of  the 
beauty  and  usefulness  of  Masonry.  Beyond  the  range  of  civilization,  in 
the  remotest  Arctic  regions  at  that  time  attained  by  man,  our  eminent 
Bro.  Kane  planted  the  symbols  of  the  Craft  He  tells  us  that  on  the 
highest  land,  not  only  of  America  but  of  the  globe,  he  set  up  the  flag 
which  Wilkes  had  c^irried  into  the  Antartic  seas,  and  which  had  been  pre- 
'served  as  a  relic,  *  'floating  from  a  black  cliff"  9ver  the  dark  rock-shadowed 
waters  which  rolled  up  and  broke  in  white  caps  at  its  base.  Side  by  side 
with  this  were  our  Mtisonic  emblems  of  the  compass  and  the  square.'"  In 
the  new  continent  at  the  antipodes,  lately  tenanted  by  the  wildest  race  of 
men  and  abounding  in  the  strangest  productionsof  nature— where,  during 
scarcely  more  than  the  space  of  a  generation,  populous  communities  have 
subdued  the  wilderness  and  adorned  it  with  all  the  embellishments  of  civ- 
ilized life — our  pervading  Order  has  erected  its  temples.  Wherever  the 
Mason  travels  into  foreign  countries  he  may  work  and  receive  master's 
wages.  The  beneficent  genius  of  our  institution  attends  his  steps,  fur- 
nishes companionship  and  cheer,  alleviates  his  misfortunes,  relieves  his 
wants,  and  illustrates  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

Here,  to-day,  in  this  beautiful  temple  of  Masoury,  in  the  heart  of  this 
city  which  thirty  years  a^o  did  not  exist,  surrounded  by  thousands  of  the 
Craft  who  are  busy  with  their  industries  as  you  legislate  upon  their  Ma- 
sonic interests — here,  in  the  metropolis  of  a  Pacific  empire  whose  grow- 
ing power  gives  promise  of  majestic  destiny — citizens  of  a  free  land  where 
intelligence,  virtue,  and  happiness  are  every  one's  birtliright — you  may 
rise  above  Uie  slavery  of  prejudice  into  the  liberty  of  humanity,  and 
mould  our  institution  into  the  proportions  of  tbe  ski(?s  which  grandly 
overhang  us.  pure  as  the  health-giving  breezes  whi(!h  Ian  us,  gnind  as  our 
mountains  that  lift  their  snow-crowned  summits  into  the  upper  light,  and 
eternal  as  the  stars  which  keep  holy  vigil  through  the  ages. 
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They  had  a  great  **clam-bako"  celebmtion  at  "old  Saucelito"  on  the 
Iflth  of  October,  1877,  aud  the  account  given  thereof  in  these  proceedings 
is  as  full  of  wit,  humor  aud  mirth  as— well,  as  an  egg  is  of  meat,  say.  We 
know  little,  in  these  Southern  realms,  of  the  tme  inwardness  of  a  clam- 
bake, having  no  bivalves  of  the  sort  within  onr  reach,  but  we  suppose 
roasted  oysters  or  a  fish  chowder  might  possibly  answer  as  a  far,  far  off 
imitation  of  the  clam  (orous)  original,  if  only  the  usual  surroundings 
and  **Bet-of&" — such,  for  instance,  as  wine  sauce  and  wit  salad— are  duly 
and  copiously  provided.  We  observe  in  all  reports  of  such  important 
re-unions  that 

"Sparkllnc  wit  <loth  brightrr  flhine, 
When  'tiH  begot  by  Hparkling  wine." 

We  would  like  the  best  in  the  world  to  fry  on  a  clam-bake— will  nobody 
invite  us  to  one? 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  William 
IL  Hill,  and  bears  the  impress  of  his  genius  and  research.  He  reviews 
with  ability  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  Grand  Lodges,  among  which 
Alabama  for  1876  receives  appropriate  and  fraternal  notice,  alluding  with 
special  commendation,  and  quoting  freely  therefrom,  to  Grand  Master 
Pillans*  annual  address  of  that  year. 

He  raps  the  writer  "over  the  knuckles"  for  needless  apologies,  etc. 
Pray  excuse  us,  for  we  had  a  hard  lesson,  and  went  into  school  fearing  we 
would  miss  a  word  or  so,  and  then  be  scored  a  demerit  mark,  affecting  n(  t 
so  much  the  writer  as  the  Grand  Lodge  he  represents. 

OBAND   OFFICEBS   ELECT. 

M.  W.  John  Mills  Browne  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Alexander  G.  Abell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

COLORADO. 

The  seventeenth  grand  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colorado  was  held  at  Denver,  commencing  »September  18th,  and  closing 
Wednesday  19th.  p.  m.,  of  same  month,  A.  D.  1877. 

Bro.  Harper  M.  Orahood,  M.  W.  G.  M.,  presided,  there  being  present 
the  representatives  of  twenty-one  (of  total  of  twenty-two)  Lodges,  together 
with  several  past  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Representatives,  and  a  l.irge  num- 
ber of  visiting  brethren,  among  whom  were  R.  W.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  P. 
G.  M.  of  South  Carolina,  and  R.  W.  George  E.  Lounsbury,  P.  G.  M.  of 
Illinois. 

Tbo  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  concise  and  well-arranged  mes- 
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sage,  rehearsing  the  Masonic  events  of  the  year  and  suggesting  the  busi- 
ness demands  of  the  occasion.  His  decisions  are  not  numerons,  and  re- 
late to  subjects  mainly  of  local  interest. 

GRAND  ORATOB. 

Bro.  Byron  L.  Carr  delivered  a  very  eloquent  and  suggoetive  addnss 
touching  upon  some  matters  which  we  think  (differing  in  this  from  his 
conclusions)  quite  important  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  troth  as 
taught  in  Masonry. 

He  says,  for  instance,  of  the  antiquities,  so  to  speak,  that: 

"Speculate  as  we  may,  the  fact  exists  that  the  real  source  of  that  great 
Masouic  light  in  whose  beams  we  are  now  basking,  and  which  bos  pene- 
trated and  is  penetrating  into  the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth,  is  as  ab- 
solutely unknown  to  us  to-day,  by  reason  of  the  darkness  of  the  countless 
ages  down  through  which  it  has  descended,  as  is  the  nature  of  those  dis- 
tant orbs  of  light  which  nhed  their  silvery  beams  upon  our  physical  vision 
through  the  immeasurable  distances  of  space.  And  we  are  forced  to  the 
conclusion,  whether  willingly  or  otherwise,  that  the  solid  foundation  of 
the  structure  of  Freemadonry  is  buried  so  deep  beneath  the  debris 
of  fallen  temples  and  the  accumulated  dust  of  ages  as  to  have  rendered  it 
hitherto  an  impossible,  an  altogether  impracticable  and  an  absolutely  use- 
leas  and  unnecessary  task  to  dig  away  the  rubish  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
exact  character  of  the  rock  on  which  it  stands,  or  in  order  to  discover 
what  deposits,  if  any,  have  been  made  by  the  Master  Workman  wifliin  its 
corner-stone. 

*'And  of  what  material  benefit  would  it  be  to  the  Craft  were  all  these 
questions  settled  ? 

*'0f  what  consequence  is  it  to  us  to  know  whether  we  are  descended  from 
the  lloman  Colleges  of  Constructors,  institutod  l)y  Numa  Pompilins 
twenty-six  centuries  ago,  or  from  the  guilds  of  work ingmen  of.  Gaul  or 
Britain  ?  Or  suppose  we  could  extend  our  gaze  into  the  remoter  shadows 
of  the  pi\8t  and  demonstmte  that  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Lodge 
are  descended  to  us  from  the  Greek  or  Hebrew,  or  Eg^'ptian,  or  Syrian,  or 
Hiudoo  mysteries?" 

This  is  said,  too,  after  the  following  eloquent  allusion  to  Egyptian  le 
gends  lUustrativo  of  Masonic  Rites,  etc.  The  ^'magnificent  temple"  re~ 
ferred  to  is  none  other  than  the  great  Pyramid  of  Cheops,  a  grand  monu" 
ment  of  Masouic  architectural  skill,  illustrutiiig  externally  their  astronom 
ical  attainments,  and  thus  aiding  the  worship  of  the  Suu  God,  which  to 
the  builders  was  only  symbolical  of  the  grand  central,  spiritual  sun,  the 
true  God,  known  and  worshiped  thou  only  by  these  master  builders. 

These  inner  mysteries  of  the  groiit  book  of  the  Pynimids  are  now  yield 
ing  up  their  treasures  of  long-buried  knowledge  to  the  diligent  stuilent" 
and  proving  alike  the  antiquity  and  Divine  inspinition  of  Masonry.    Th^ 
egeud,  reproduced  below,  from  Bro.  Carr's  oration  is  but  a  feeble  para- 
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phrase  of  the  true  records  of  the  iuner  Pyramids.     It  is  beautiful,  how- 
ever, and  suggestive,  viz: 

*Oaeof  these  legends,  which  has  descended  to  us  in  classical  literature, 
will  serve  as  an  illustration :  Osiris  was  the  mythical  deity  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, who  had  control  of  the  seasons,  and  of  the  annual  inundation  of 
the  Mile.  He  descended  to  the  earth  and  taught  the  people  the  use  of  ag- 
ricultural implements.  He  seems  to  have  made  himself  immensely  pop- 
ular with  the  dwellers  on  the  Nile;  so  much  so,  that  one  of  his  brothers 
becoming  jealous  of  his  popularity,  concluded  to  put  him  out  of  the  way. 
He  caused  a  magnificent  box  to  be  constructed  exactly  of  the  size  of  Osi- 
ris, and  offered  to  give  it  as  a  present  to  any  one  who  could  get  into  it. 
Osiris  tried  and  was  immediately  fastened  in,  and  the  box  thrown  into  the 
Mile.  The  box  floated  down  the  stream  and  was  caught  among  the  reeds 
growing  on  the  bank.  The  reed  grew  into  a  tree  of  enormous  dimensions 
and  enclosed  the  body.  Ihls  was  the  first  resurrection.  The  tree  was  felled 
and  placed  as  a  column  in  the  palace  of  the  king.  Isis,  the  faithful  wife 
of  Osiris,  *v*//er  many  days  spent  in  fruitless  seardi,^'  discovered  the  l)ody, 
removed  it  from  the  palace,  and  buried  it  in  a  forest  This  was  the  sec- 
ond bnrial.  Typhon,  the  murderer,  discovered  the  body  in  its  conceal- 
ment and  cut  it  into  fragnieiits,  which  he  scattered  to  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth.  After  a  long  and  weary  search,  the  fragments  were  again 
brought  together  and  buried  in  the  great  burial  place  of  the  nation.  This 
VKis  the  ihini  burial,  and  the  legend  iniorms  us  thai;  "there  was  erected  to 
his  memory'*  a  magnificent  temple,  to  which  pilgrimages  were  afterward 
made  from  all  parts  of  the  country." 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Bro.  D.  C.  Col- 
lier for  the  committee.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty-two  Grand 
Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1S76  (66th  annual)  which  have 
due  and  fraternal  consideration . 

One  of  the  marked  characteristics  of  this  report  is  theadmirableresu9?ie 
of  the  controversy  on  Colored  Masonry,  and  another  chapter  reviewing 
the  progress  of  charitable  enterprises,  under  the  head  of  Widows  and  Or- 
phans Homes,  is  alike  interesting  and  useful. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECTT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Cornelius  J.  Heart Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Ed.  O.  Parmelee  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

CONNECTICUT. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  ninetieth  grand  annual  communication 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford, 
commencing  January  16th  and  closing  January  17th  1878. 

The  excellent  annual  address  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Edward  B.  Bowe 
gives  08  the  key  to  the  business  of  the  session,  as  well  as  all  needed  in- 
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sight  iuto  the  coDdition  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction.  We  confess  our 
j/enrhant  for  these  old  Grand  Bodies  of  the  land  of  steady  habits,  where 
long  ago  our  forefathers  toiled  and  suffered  against  obstacles  interposed 
by  physical,  climatic,  and  mortal  (savage)  foes,  to  establish  *  "liberty, 
equality  and  fraternity"  in  those  (then)  western  wilds.  Masonrj*,  we 
know,  was  then,  in  conjunction  with  religion,  the  co-operative  power  in 
sustaining  their  courage,  overcoming  their  doubts,  and  adding  zeal  and 
organizing  wisdom  to  the  apparently  ieeble  efforts  of  these  refugee  ad- 
venturers in  preparing  the  way  for  the  march  of  civilization  and  freedom 
westward.  Masonry  is  still,  now  as  ever,  the  nursing  "mother  of  States 
and  statesmen,"  and  true  masonry  still  survives  and  prospers  in  Connec- 
ticut, one  of  its  original  nurseries  on  the  American  continent 

The  Grand  Iklaster  congratulates  his  brethren  on  the  continued  cordial 
and  fraternal  relations  of  their  Grand  Lodge  with  sister  Grand  Lodges, 
and  says  of  their  own  jurisdiction: 

The  utmost  harmony  prevails,  and  we  are  well  assured  that  much  has 
been  accomplished  toward  correcting  the  irregulanties  that  existed,  and 
our  Lodges  brought  to  a  degree  of  eflftciency  rarely  ever  before  attained. 

Of  foreign  relations  he  speaks  deprecatingly,  especially  in  reference  to 
the  ''German  Grand  Lodge  League,  '  in  disregarding  the  American  doc- 
trine of  Grand  Lodge  (territorial)  sovereignty,  and  says  in  reference  to 
this  cause  of  ofifense: 

I  recommend  that  tbis  Grand  Lodge  present  to  our  brethren  of  the 
German  Grand  Lodge  League,  through  our  representative  at  Dresden, 
Brother  John  Anketell,  thoir  solemn,  but  fraternal  protest  concerning 
this  action,  for  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  where  such  doctrine  will  lead. 

He  alludes  feelingly  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  George  F.  Das- 
kam  of  that  jurisdiction,  who  died  at  Norwalk,  December  28,  1877. 

He  also  speaks  in  appropriate  and  feeling  words  of  those  deaths  in 
other  jurisdictions  which  have  caused  the  great  heart  of  Masonry  to  throb 
with  anguish  over  the  loss  of  some  of  her  brightest  and  best,  and  names 
among  our  fallen  worthies  R  W.  Bro.  John  A.  Harris,  late  Grand  Secretary  of. 
New  Hampshire,  R.  W.  Bro.  John  Dove,  late  Grand  Secretary  of  Virginia, 
and  R.  W.  Bro.  George  Frank  (louley,  late  Grand  Secretary  of  Missouri. 

His  official  acts,  including  Dispensations,  Institutions,  Visitations, 
ect.,  are  mentioned  in  business  routine  and  briefly;  yet  we  know,  in  spite 
of  these  brief  allusions,  that  a  busy  year  was  his.  He  reminds  the  Grand 
I^)dge  of  their  duty  to  the  Veteran's  Association  and  to  their  Masonic 
Chakity  Foundation  Fund,  and  we  gladly  note  a  healthy  increase  in  this 
useful  fun<l. 

The  Grand  Master,  to  aid  him  in  visitations,  etc.,  appointed  competent 
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proxies  in  each  county,  and  we  nolo  that  a  clause  was  added  to  the  con- 
stitution authorizing  the  annual  appointment  of  such  auxiliaries. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges  119,  with  1  U.  D: 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  made  by  R.  W.  Bro.  Joseph 
E.  Wheeler,  Grand  S<^cretiiry,  is  able  and  interesting.  His  review  of 
Alabama  for  1876  (5(jth  annual),  is  full  and  very  acceptably  compliment- 
ary in  its  allusions  to  GraucT  Master  Pillan  s  annual  address,  as  well  as 
to  the  report  of  worthy  Bro.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  our  Committee  on 
Appeals,  etc.     Of  this  report,  Bro.  Wheeler  speaks  with  truth,  as  follows 

(and  we  give  his  comment,  as  well  as  reproduce  the  "conclusion"  alluded 
to):  .  . 

The  conclusion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals,    etc.,   we 

take  the  liberty  of  quoting  here,  because  it  is  so  true,  and  so  beautifully 
expressed,  we  know  our  readers  will  appreciate  it: 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  asks  permission  to  observe  that  there 
is  daily,  hourly  necessity  for  us,  as  Masons,  *'to  put  a  bridle  on  the 
tongue."  A  careless  remark  may  at  times  do  incalculable  mischief.  A 
single  word  spoken,  at  some  particular  juncture,  may  blast  reputation  as 
the  fire  of  the  Heavens  scorches  the  majestic  tree  and  dries  up  its  foun- 
tiiin  of  life.  To  appreciate  the  importance  of  circumspection  in  respect 
of  our  intercourse  with  each  other  and  with  profanes,  let  us  keep  in  mind 
the  fact  that  human  influence  is  well  nigh  measureless.  A  casual  remark 
is  often  like  the  pebble  tossed  upon  the  water  in  repose;  the  tiny  circlets 
of  wave  expand  and  widen,  and  spread,  and  continue  to  extend  until,  in 
the  distance,  they  are  lost  to  view. 

The  *»SPECiAii  Repoht,'*  following  his  regular  review,  in  which  Brother 
Wheeler  treats  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  the  claims  of  the  two 
Cuban  Grand  Bodies  seeking  recognition,  meets  our  cordial  approval  as 
well  as  constitutes  a  very  important  and  creditable  portion  of  his  deliv- 
erance on  Foreign  correspondence.  He,  of  course,  rebukes  with  proper 
masonic  censure,  the  bold  defiance  of  universal  Mtisonry  by  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  in  eliminating  the  God  idea  from  her  constitution,  and 
his  views  on  the  subject  are  well  and  judiciously  expressed. 

He  also  reasons  well  on  the  Cuban  embroglio,  and  agrees  with  such 
•*8low  coaches"  as  the  writer,  and  other  old  fashioned  people,  that  the 
Cabans  ought  to  reconcile  their  own  quarrel,  and  not  transfer  it  to  our 
peaceful  borders. 

In  reference  to  the  new  Gbani>  Lodges,  he  recommends  the  recognition 
of  New  Mexico,  Dakota,  and  Prince  Edward's  Island. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Dwight  Phelps Grand  Master 

B.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 
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DAKOTA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  held  its  third  annnal  communica- 
tion, in  the  city  of  Yankton,  commencing  Tuesday,  June  12th,  1877;  M. 
^  W.  Gmnd  Master  H.  H.  Blair  in  the  Grand  East 

We  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  the  first  annnal  communication  in  our 
report  of  1876.  The  report  of  the  second  Aiyiiversary  failed  to  reach  us, 
and  we  ate  now  reminded  by  the  reception  of  this  third  annnal^  report, 
of  our  failure  to  recommend  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  the  formal 
and  full  recognition  of  this  new  and  worthy  sister  of  Dakota.  Perhaps^ 
and  very  likely,  for  it  is  our  habit  to  recommend  recognition  rather  on 
the  second  than  first  reports,  the  failure  of  the  second  report  caused  the 
neglect,  to  recommend  recognition,  alluded  to.  Dakota  is  certainly  en- 
titled to  recognition  in  due  and  ample  form,  and  will  receive  such  due 
courtesy  from  our  Grand  Lodge  as  soon  as  the  subject  is  formally  pre- 
sented to  that  Body, 

The  proceedings  now  under  review,  including  a  very  creditable  annual 
address  from  Grand  Master  H.  H.  Blair,  relate  alone  to  the  ordinary  do- 
ings of  the  craft  in  building,  improving  and  enlarging  their  new  Hive. 

We  see  indications  of  zeal  and  thrift  among  the  Brethren  of  Dakota, 
which  give  an  assurance  of  their  future  success  and  usefulness,  and  we 
with  pleasure  bid  them  ''God  speed." 

There  are  six  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Dakota,  the  number 
remaining  unchanged  from  their  original  roll. 

DELAWARE. 

The  seventy-first  grand  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Delaware  convened  in  the  city  of  Wilmington  on  the  3d  and  continued  its 
labors  through  the  4th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1877.  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
tor  Thos.  N.  Williams  presided,  and  there  were  present  numerous  per- 
manent members  and  the  representatives  of  a  constitutional  number  of 
subordinate  Lodges. 

The  business  of  the  sckkIou  was  disposed  of  with  commendable  dis^ 
patch,  and  yet  with  due  regard  to  thoroughness;  no  question,  however, 
of  unusual  importance  appears  to  have  obtruded  itself  upon  their  delib- 
erations, save  only  the  one  involving  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania 
over  rejected  material  of  Delaware  Lodges,  which  was  promptly  adjusted 
by  the  truly  wise  and  masonic  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  response  to  the  complaint  of  Delaware,  in  ihe  matter  of  one 
Jno.  M.  Dunn,  rejected  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  but  accepted  and  made 
a  mason  in  Palestine  Lodge  No.   470,   of  Philadelphia.    Grand  Master 
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Clark  of  PennsylTania,  decided,  in  this  case,  *'that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  will  not  allow  any  one  rejected  in  another  jorisdiction  to 
be  made  a  mason  in  this  jurisdiction,  until  that  rejection  has  been  re- 
moved;" and  Jno.  M.  Dunn  was  accordingly  deprived  of  the  Masonic 
rights,  fraudulently  acquired  in  Philadelphia,  and  remanded  to  the  cus- 
tody and  jurisdiction  of  Delaware. 

Grand  Master  Williams,  in  his  annual  address,  urges  strict  adherence 
to  the  ancient  landmarks,  and  to  secure  a  uniformity  of  work  advises  the 
appointment  of  cusiodicmai  or  a  Grand  Lecturer,  to  examine  the  work 
and  instruct  the  craft.  , 

He  closes  his  well  considered,  but  brief  address,  as  follows: 

The  legacy  we  have  inherited  has  come  down  to  us  from  a  generation 
of  good  and  true  men.  The  question  with  us  is:  shall  we  prove  ourselves 
worthy  this  great  and  important  trust,  and  shall  we  as  executors  of  this 
valuable  patrimony  prove  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  ouifaiJiers  in 
Masonry,  and  recklessly  permit  its  wealth  of  honor  to  be  frittered  away 
because  of  our  uUeness  and  untwrthiness ;  or  shall  we,  by  putting  on  the 
whole  armor  of  a  true  Philanthropy,  and  investing  ourselves  in  the  pan- 
ophr  of  strong  faith  in  the  truth  of  those  principles  which  underlie 
and  form  the  ground  work  of  active  Masonry,  rise  equal  to  the  demand 
of  the  times,  and  cany  onward  with  renewed  zeal  and  energy,  the  work 
committed  to  us,  that  we  in  turn  may  transmit  it  uniamisMd,  improved 
and  perfected  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us.  It  this  wo  would  do,  we 
must  consecrate  ourselves  and  our  best  efforts  to  the  cause  we  have  es- 
poused, and  looking  forward  strive  for  the  success  which  can  be  secured 
only  by  indomitable  zeal  and  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  performance  of 
the  sacred  duties  imposed  ypon  us. 

We  note  in  the  proceedings  the  acceptance  of  the  commission  of  the 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  and  also  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico. 

Past  Grand  Master,  Geo.  W.  Ghaytor,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  For- 
eign Correspondence,  we  regret  to  note,  was  absent,  and  the  following 
resolutions  intimate  a  serious  cause  for  that  absence,  as  well  as  assore 
him  of  the  continued  well  deserved  respect  and  affection  of  his  breth- 
ren, viz: 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  regret  the  absence  of  our  venerable  and 
highly  esteemed  Past  Grand  Master,  George  W.  Chaytor,  from  the  floor 
of  the  Giand  Lodge,  as  he  has  been  a  regular  attender  for  so  many  years, 
and  took  such  an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  Past  Grand  Masters  be  appointed 
to  convey  to  Bro.  P.  G.  M.  Chaytor,  our  sympathy  and  regret  at  nis  ab- 
sence. 

No  general  report  on  Foreign  correspondence.    There  appear  to  be 
22  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Delaware. 
7 
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M.  W,  Tbos.  N,  WilliamB  (ce-eleoted) - Grand  MsBter. 

R.  W.  WilliHm  S.  Huyg  (re-eUcteil) Grand  Secretary. 

DBTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  Siityi^sTeDth  Annnal  Beport  givas  as  the  proceediugB  of  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia  at  its  annual  -comninnica- 
tioa  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  11th,  A.  D.  1677,  apd  also  of  its 
Beini-aonaal  held  Uay  9th,  and  a  special  commanicatioD  held  Usj 
Slat,  1877. 

E&ch  of  these  oommnoications  were  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand 
Muster  E.  G.  Davis. 

His  aouna]  address  gives  as  assntance  of  the  prosperity  of  the  craft  in 
that  j  orisdiotion,  sad  he  says  of  Ibe  yeant'  eiperieQces: 

"The  year  jost  passed  has  been  marked  with  the  usnal  peace  and  har- 
moDT  among  the  craft  that  has  so  long  existed  iu  thi«  jurisdiction. 
DeeUi  has  entered  few  of  oar  homes,  as  the  nlmost  oubroben  cnnks  of  onr 
Graud  Lodge  beni  testimony.  The  places  of  Bro.  Craven  Ashford,  Past 
Senior  Grand  Warden  ot  this  Graud  Lodge,  and  Bro.  J.  B.  Cramer,  P.  H. 
of  Acacia  Lodge,  are  indeed  vacanL  They  have  fought  the  good  flghl^ 
and  have  now  panned  into  that  higher  life,  where  those  who  wait  on  the 
Divine  Master  find  pence,  joy  and  eternal  bliss. 

While  I  have  beeu  occaisionaliy  called  on  by  the  officers  of  Lodges  for 
advice  and  instruction,  I  have  no  decisions  to  report,  no  iniportuut  Ma- 
sonic questions  haviuR  beeu  presented  for  my  omcial  action  daring  the 
year;  my  duties  hitve  been  ODly  advisory.  This  highly  gratifying  stAte 
of  affiiira  is  donbtless  doe,  in  a  great  messare,  to  the  intelligence  and  ca- 
pability of  the  brethren  selected  to  preside  over  and  govern  the  Lodges, 
and  not  only  reflects  credit  upon  them,  but  develops  Ilio  existence  of  that 
liannoDy  and  good  feeling  among  the  brethren  eo  essential  to  the  proa- 
peri  ty  and  well  being  of  ibe  fraternity. 

I  bnve  gninted  bat  tew  dispensations,  being  avcrae  to  the  eieroise  of 
that  power  by  the  Grand  Master,  eioept  iu  extreme  and  exceptional  c».ie8.'' 

He  caatiouB  against  carel(«(uiesH  of  committees  entrasted  irith  the 
solemn  daty  of  testing  the  material  offered  for  inspection  and  admission 
and  gives  a  oase  of,  apparently,  wUfol  disregard  of  signals  cautioning 
against  an  nnwortby  applicant 

Ha  is  trotlbled  as  we  are  with  traveling  imposteis  demanding  wagea 
oot  their  dues,  and  recommends  an  organization  by  which  charity  can  be 
dispensed  "through  one  ahanuel  say  a  board  of  relief,"  and  says: 

"I  therefore  suggest  that  the  following  or  some  more  feasible  plan  be 
taken  into  immediate  consideration  by  the  Lodges,  list  eaoh  Lod^  make 
appropriations  qnarterly  according  to  membership,  and  create  a  common 
charity  fund,  said  fond  to  be  dispensed  by  a  committee  or  Board  of  Belief 
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appointed  by  the  Lodges,  or  if  preferable  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Said 
ODmmittee  or  Board  of  Relief  to  be  invested  with  authority  to  investigate 
charity  cases,  and  if  found  worthy  to  relieve  the  same.  By  the  adoption 
of  some  HHch  system,  a  large  portion  of  the  money  now  expended  on  nn- 
worthy  persons  coald  be  saved  to  the  Lodges,  and  a  greater  amount  of 
good  accomplished." 

Wonld  that  the  desired  reformation  could  be  attained  by  the  means  he 
proposes,  but  alas !  experience  has  taught  us  that  imposters  as  readily 
hoodwink  the  one  as  the  many  dispensers  of  charity. 

As  to  the  character  and  wording  of  laws  he  makes  the  following  per- 
tinent and  useful  suggestions,  viz: 

*'In  leaking  laws  for  the  government  of  the  fraternity,  one  of  the  first 
and  most  important  objects  to  be  attained  is  clearness,  so  that  in  inter- 
preting the  same  nothing  can  be  left  to  conjecture  or  liable  to  two  con- 
structions; that  the  language  should  be  so  clear  and  plain  that  the  ideas 
of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  cannot  be  misunderstood." 

^  FOREION  COBBESPONDENCB. 

Bro.  W.  B.  Singleton^s  report  on  correspondence  is  very  readable  and 
interesting,  notwithstanding  its  brevity  forced  by  an  order  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  be  restricted  to  **an  average  of  one  page  to  each  Grand  Body." 
We  thank  him  tor  a  favorable  notice  of  Alabama  for  1876  (S6th  Annual 
Report),  exceeding  somewhat  the  one  page  limit. 

There  are  21  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction. 

QBAND  OFFIGEBS  BLBCT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  £.  G.  Davis  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  W.  R.  Singleton  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

FLORIDA. 

We  are  fovored  with  acceptable  returns  from  Florida  in  the  report 
giving  the  proceedings  of  her  forty-ninth  grand  annual  communication 
held  at  Jacksonville,  on  Tuesday  the  8th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1878. 

There  were  present,  besides  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  fifty-three  of  the  eighty-two  (as  we  make  the  total  number  of 
Lodges  ander  the  jifrisdiction  of  Florida,)  subordinate  Lodges  entitled  to 
representation.  * 

The  bnsinesii  appears  to  have  involved  no  questions  of  general  interest, 
and  its  quick  dispatch  in  harmony  and  good  fellowship,  enabled  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  close  its  labors  on  the  10th  of  January.    The  addresses 
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and  reports  of  tirand  Officers  are  quite  notable  featares  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

We  quote  from  the  long  and  eloquent  annual  address  of  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Enos  Wasgate,  the  following  true  and  well  expressed  senti- 
ments, viz: 

"We  live  in  an  age  when  there  is  noble  meaning  in,  and  a  wise  read- 
ing of  Tennyson's  Imes: 

••  Howe'er  it  be,  it  Beems  to  me 
'Tia  only  noble  to  be  good  ; 
Kind  hearts  are  more  than  coronets. 
And  simple  faith  than  Normon  blood." 

The  number  of  acres  in  a  manor,  the  titles  and  arms  of  heraldry,  the 
battle  flags  won  in  martial  array,  no  longer  express  the  yalue  of  a  man. 

What  is  he  worth  in  elevated  mind,  in  generous  heart,  in  philanthropic 
deeds?  is  the  great,  true  question  among  the  best  men  in  the  age  we  live 
in.    The  grandeur  of  a  nation  in  the  nineteenth  century  can  only  be  fitly 
and  fairly  estimated  from  a  census  of  the  intelligence  and  virtue  ot  the 
citizens  who  compose  it     It  is  upon  the  personal  character  of  our  in- 
dividual members  that  our  institution  is  based.     Upon  no  oth^r  founda- 
tion can  we  build,  and  from  no  other  source  can  we  draw  influence  and 
strength.     This  personal  character  is  the  aggregated  sums  of  our  daily 
lives,  to  be  secured  neither  by  the  aid  of  associates  nor  by  the  wealth 
and  services  of  indulgent  friends.     Each  kindly  word  and  charitable  deed 
strengthens  and  beautifies  it     Every  harsh  expression  and  ignoble  act 
weakens  and  debases  it     Little  by  little,  it  is  builded  up,  until  at  length 
the  superstructure  of  our  lives  stands  out  before  the  world  to  be  admired 
and  copied  for  the  harmony  and  beauty  exhibited  in  its  lines,  or  to  be 
contemned  and  avoided  for  its  course  and  unsymmetric  presence.    Then, 
with  a  doe  realization  and  appreciation  of  the  deepening  responsibilities 
laid  upon  us  day  by  day,  let  us  each  pledge  this  and  our  coming  years  as 
years  of  fealty  to  the  principles  upon  which  this  institution  is  founded— 
of  earnest  adherence  and  support  to  the  progressive  and  ameliorating 
agencies  of  our  time— ot  uncompromising  and  aggressive  warfare  upon 
the  strongholds  of  ignorance  and  vice — of  sincere  and  steadfast  attach- 
ment to  the  cause  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  and  of  unfaltering  and  de- 
voted service  in  the  J^Iaster's  cause.     Thus  living,  we  shall  discover  true 
happiness,  and  when  our  lost  anticipation  shall  have  been  consummated, 
with  our  pilgrimage  concluded,  it  may  be  said  of  us,  'well  done.'  " 

The— 

OUATION 

Of  W.  Bro.  Ghas.  A.  Fulwood,  Grand  Orator,  on  '•the  belitiomb  of 
FBEEMABONBY  TO  BEVEALED  BEUGioN  "  is  cquallj'  instmctive  in  matter  |» 
captivating  in  style,  and  well  calculated  to  interest  aiAl  benefit  the  ceait. 

COBBESPONDENCE. 

Bro.  D.  G.  Dawkins,  Ghairman,  made  a  general  report  on  oorrespon- 


1878.]  APPENDIX.  101 

m 

dence  declining  to  enter  upon  the  task  of  reviewing  specific  Qrand  Lodge 

Beports  and  confining  himself  to  some  general,  and  by  the  way  very 

earnest  and  appropriately  expressed  sentiments,  remarks  on  the  beauties 

and  progress  of  Masonry. 

We  observe  that  our  good  Brother  Dawkins  has  escaped  the  Cuban 

fever  of  hasty  recognition,  and  recommends  to  his  Lodge  the  following 

response  to  the  applicants  from  that  favored  Isle,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  recognizing  the  Masonic  legitimacy 
of  Masonry  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  but  feeling  unwillm^^  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment and  decide  at  present  for  ourselves  upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,  or  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  should  be  re- 
cognized as  the  only  foreign  and  exclusive  power  there,  in  symbolic  Ma- 
sonry, we  deem  it  expedient  to  remain  neutral,  and  the  brethren  of  our 
Grand  Jurisdiction  on  visiting  said  Island  are  hereby  left  to  their  own 
sound  discretion  as  to  their  M^onic  Associi^tions. 

A  very  sensible  conclusion  we  think. 

GEORGIA. 

Our  Brethren  of  Georgia  assembled  their  ninety-first  (91st)  independ- 
ent Grand  Lodge  (she  was  provincial  as  far  back  as  1733,  but  in  1787  as- 
sumed her  position  as  an  independent  American  G.  L. )  at  Macon  on  the 
10th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1877. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication  then  assembled  was  presided  over 
by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  David  £.  Butler— 238  constituent  Lodges  repre- 
sented, with  a  large  attendance  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Represen- 
tatives and  visiting  Brethren. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  good  and  useful  executive 
message,  practical  and  pointed  in  all  its  suggestions. 

He  says: 

**Onr  circumstances  and  surroundings  furnish  sufficient  grounds  for 
strong  hopes  of  good  to  the  Fraternity  in  time  to  come:  order  reigns  in 
nearly  every  section  of  this  jurisdiction.  Our  God  has  given  the  showers 
of  rain,  and  in  much  tbe  larger  portion  of  the  State  vouchsafed  to  our 
brethren  and  their  families  good  health,  for  which  and  other  manifold 
blessings  of  life  let  us  all  devoutly  give  thanks,  to  the  God  of  Israel, 
whose  servants  we  are. 

He  reports  no  officiaij  decisions,  having  settled  during  the  year  many 
questions,  **but  not  one  of  them  all  involved  a  new  point  or  presented  an 
unsettled  principle." 

He  rebukes  defaulting  Lodges,  and  recommends  the  Grand  Lodge  to  * 'ap- 
ply its  discipline  to  all  Lodges  in  arrears  for  dues;  and  to  those  also  who 
elect  incompetent  officers  and  do  not  enforce  the  laws  of  Masonry  against 
the  vices  of  drunkenness,  profanity  and  dishonesty."  He  assures  us  of  the 
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Uct  that  in  one  Masonic  Grand  Jarisdiction,  at  least,  the  effort  to  snstain 
a  Masonic  educational  institution  has  n&t  failed,  and  says  of  the 

80UTH£BN  MASONIC  FEMALE  COUiEOB 

Thatit- 

*'Yet  lives,  and  will  live  to  accomplish  much  more,  if  judicioos  coun- 
cils shall  guide  its  interest  for  the  time  to  come.  These  years  of  service 
in  its  behalf  Is  to  me,  a  source  of  joy,  and  the  more  is  it  a  pleasure  to  me 
because  the  work  was  done  willingly,  without  fee  or  reward  and  at  my 
own  expense.  I  have  done  what  I  could  and  some  good  has  been  the  re- 
sult I  commend  the  College  to  your  better  judgment  and  more  cordial 
support.  This  Grand  Lodge,  at  a  small  expense,  can  make  it  an  honor 
to  the  Fraternity  and  a  fountain  of  learning  for  hundreds  of  our  daugh- 
ters. It  is  now  existing  and  going  on,  in  spite  of  your  coldness  and  in- 
difference. What  might  it  not  be  with  your  hearty,  warm  and  generous 
fostering  care?" 

He  recommends  the  renewal  of  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
discontinued  some  years  ago.    (Very  good  we  think.) 

He  urges  prompt  jft'ovision  for  their  matured  and  soon  to  mature 
bonded  debt — some  $29,000  00  in  all— recommends  economy  in  expendi- 
tures, an  increase  of  Lodge  contributions,  etc.,  in  all  of  which  we  think 
the  Grand  Lodge  promptly  concurred. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  were  kept  busy,  having  to  digest  decide, 
and  report  upon  thirty-three  cases  of  complaint 

The  return  by  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  GO,  New  Jersey,  of  a  warrant  issued 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  to  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Georgia 
Volunteers,  empowering  them,  under  the  name  of  Stonewall  Jackson  Mil- 
itary Lodge,  No.  13,  to  organize  and  hold  an  army  lodge,  suggested  a 
pleasant  episode  for  the  closing  work  of  this  communication.  The  war- 
rant was  captured  by  a  drummer  of  Company  G,  Fourth  Regiment  of  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  2d  April,  1865,  at  Petersburg.  Va.,  and  given  by  him 
to  First  Lieutenant  Jacob  L.  Hutt,  of  Company  C,  same  regiment,  who 
being  a  member  of  the  Craft  entrusted  it  to  Arcana  Lodge  for  preserva- 
tion and  restoration  to  its  owners  when  opportunity  offered.  Resolutions 
of  thanks  to  Arcana  Lodge  and  Lieutenant  Hntt  were  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote,  as  follows: 

Resali^  Ist,  That  we  thank  those  Masonic  brethren  heartily. 

2d.  The  whole  transaction  touches  our  hearts,  and  has  revived  in  us, 
with  renewed  vigor,  all  our  Masonic  affection  for  the  brethren  of  the  Craft 
wherever  found,  and  particularly  those:  First  Lieutenant  Jacob  L.  Hutt, 
Robert  Green,  Worshipful  Master  of  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  60;  E.  E.  Willia, 
Woi-shipful  Master;  D.  C.  Ely,  Senior  Warden;  M.  S.  Shaw,  Junior  War- 
den, and  L.  Estler,  Secretary,  officers  of  said  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  60,  in 
the  year  1865. 
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3d.  That  the  Bight  Worshipfal  Grand  Secretary,  brother  Blackshear, 
in  proper  form,  convey  this  report  to  the  Worshipful  Master,  officers  and 
other  members  of  said  Lodge,  onder  the  seal  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

IDAHO. 

The  proceedings  of  the  tenth  (lOtb)  grand  annual  conmianication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  held  at  Boise  City,  Tuesday,  September  11, 
A.  D.  1877,  are  before  us,  in  a  volume  uniform  in  typographical  excel- 
lence and  finish  with  its  predecessors;  and  its  contents  tend  to  deepen  the 
favorable  impression  of  Idaho  masonry,  intimated  in  our  last  report 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  E.  A.  Stephens  presided,  and  delivered  an  excel- 
lent, instructive  and  admonitory  address. 

His  decisions,  though  numerous  and  judicious,  relate  to  subjects  of  fre- 
quent discussion  and  decision  in  older  jurisdictions.  We  like  his  rebuke 
of  dedhneering  well  enough'  to  reproduce  his  deliverance  on  that  subject, 
remarking  that  he  is  equally  as  explicit  and  clear  in  all  his  answers,  viz: 

Question — "Is  it  right  and  proper  for  Masons  to  electioneer  for  office 
in  Masonic  Lodges?" 

Answer — **No;  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  one  of  the  standing  resolu- 
tions of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  Masonry  especially,  the  office  should  seek 
the  man,  and  not  the  man  the  office.  If  a  brother  possesses  real  merit,  if 
he  have  those  qualifications  which  are  essential  to  one  in  an  oMeial  posi- 
tion, his  brethren  will  be  the  very  first  to  find  them  out,  and  in  due  time 
he  will  surely  have  his  reward.  The  election  of  officers  either  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  or  its  subordinates  should  ever  be  the  result  of  a  free  and 
enlightened  choice  of  its  members,  and  every  Mason  should  refuse  to  give 
his  support  to  any  one  for  office  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  this  vLle, 
unmasonic  practice. 

The  Grand  Lodge  appears  to  be  prospering  financially,  and  the  statis- 
tics show  a  gradual  increase  of  members. 


rOBKZON  COBBESFONDENGE. 

This  report  is  furnished  by  Bro.  O.  H.  Purdy,  chairman,  in  which  he 
reviews,  in  a  very  creditable  style  and  with  candor  as  well  as  courtesy,  the 
proceedings  of  forty-seven  Grand  Lodges.  Alabama  for  1876  (56th  an-* 
Dual)  receives  due  and  fraternal  notice. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  E.  A.  Stephenson  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Charles  Himrod  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 
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ILLINOIS 

Provides  for  as,  as  usual,  "a  feast  of  fat  things"  in  its  large,  well-filled 
and  creditably  printed  volume  of  proceedings;  indeed  there  is  so  much  of 
good  matter  in  it  as  to  caase  ns  serioos  embarrassment,  in  essaying  the 
performance  of  onr  daties  of  reviewer.  This  report  gives  the  proceedings 
of  the  thirty-eighth  grand  annnal  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois,  convened  at  Chicago  October  2,  A.  D.  1877,  presided 
over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Joseph  Bobbins.  The  occasion  appears  to 
have  called  together  a  large  assemblage  of  Grand  Lodge  constitaents,  in- 
cluding the  representatives  of  6*^  of  the  693  chartered  Lodges  in  that  ju- 
risdiction. 

As  before  intimated,  we  cannot  hope  to  review,  even  briefly,  the  many 
interesting  subjects  treated  of  in  the  busy  work  of  this  interesting  seif- 
sion,  and  we  therefore  select  from  the  very  able  annual  address  of  Grand 
Master  Bobbins,  which  is  a  model  executive  message,  reviewing  the  past 
as  well  as  suggestive  of  the  work  of  the  future,  such  matter  as  will  indi- 
cate the  doings  and  opinions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

OSAMD  MASTEB'S  ADDBE88. 

Under  the  heading  NscBOiiOGT,  he  alludes  feelingly  and  eloquently  to 
the  loss  by  death  of  B.  W.  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  late  Grand  Secretary; 
B.  W.  Geo.  Frank  Gouley,  of  Missouri,  late  Grand  Secretary,  and  B.  W. 
Levi  Lusk,  Senior  Past  Grand  l^laster  of  Illinois,  who  departed  full  of 
honors  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

He  granted  during  the  year  dispensations  for  six  new  Lodges,  while  '*in 
a  larger  number  of  instances"  he  checked  movements  for  the  establish- 
ment of  new  Lodges. 

He  discourages  joint  occupancy  of  halls  *'by  Masons  and  other  secret 
societies,"  and  is  quite  pronounced  against  granting  dispensations  to  su- 
persede by-law  rules  for  conferring  the  degrees  "out  of  time,"  or  author- 
izing Lodges  to  unite  with  other  societies  at  public  celebrations,  etc 

As  to  watching  the  sick,  he  says: 

WATCHINO  WITH  THE  SICK. 

"The  question  has  been  asked  whether  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  has 
power  to  compel  members  who  are  able  to  assist  and  watch  with  sick 
brethren. 

««The  Master  certainly  has  no  summary  process  in  such  cases.  Of 
course  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  general  duty  resting  upon  every 
Mason  to  assist  a  worthy  distressed  broker  to  the  extent  of  that  brother*8 
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neoesnty  and  hiBown  ability.  The  mere  fact  of  sioknees,  however,  does 
not  constitute  'distress*  such  as  would  warrant  an  imperative  demand  on 
a  brother  for  aid,  either  in  personal  service  or  in  a  pecuniary  way,  unless 
sickness  is  coupled  with  indigence.  It  is  not  the  design  of  Masonry  that 
sick  brethren  should  receive  anything  in  the  way  ot  benefits  on  that  score 
alone;  but  it  is  designed  that  the  distressed  brother  who  is  in  want,  either 
from  sickness  or  other  cause,  shall  have  his  pressing  necessities  relieved; 
and  until  this  is  done,  the  duty  of  his  abler  orother  is  not  performed  un- 
less he  has  given  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  If  personal  service  is  one 
of  those  pressing  necessities,  the  brother  who  withholds  while  he  is  able 
to  give  it,  has  not  done  his  duty. 

His  decisions  are  numerous  and  well  rendered,  both  in  word  and  doc- 
trine.   We  quote  a  few,  which  relate  to  subjects  of  general  interest,  viz: 

**The  relation  which  a  member  sustains  to  his  Lodge  after  having  been 
indefinitely  suspended  by  it,  is  that  of  a  member  under  disabilities;  and 
the  Lodge  still  retains  its  right  of  original  penal  jurisdiction  over  him  for 
any  Masonic  ofifense  during  his  suspension,  whether  committed  within  its 
territory  or  elsewhere. 

"The  landmark  respecting  physical  qualifications— of  which  our  own 
law  on  the  subject  is  substantially  a  repetition — manifestly  refers  only  to 
the  time  of  making;  because,  at  the  time  when  it  crystallized  into  its  pre- 
sent form,  and  for  a  long  period  subsequent  thereto,  ''making"  was  all, 
degrees  being  unknown.  Hence  the  settled  practice  of  our  jurisdiction 
that  a  brother  maimed  after  initiation  may  be  advanced.  Hence,  too,  an 
Entered  Apprentice  maimed  prior  to  his  making  may  be  advanced,  for 
although  clearly  unfit  for  the  degrees,  yet  the  fact  that  he  toos  rnude  fore- 
closes all  question  of  his  eligibility.  We  must  take  him  as  we  find  him, 
being  bound  to  accept  the  work  of  a  regular  Lodge  as  lawful,  however  ir- 
reguUr  its  action  may  have  been,  and  however  much  it  deserved  punish- 
ment therefor.  We  cannot  go  behind  the  fact  that  his  present  status  is 
that  of  a  lawful  Entered  Apprentice,  possessing  the  same  rights  as  all 
oUiers  standing  on  the  same  degree. 

"An  instrument  of  writing  designed  for  a  summons,  no  matter  how 
worded,  is  not  a  summons  unless  personally  served:  sent  through  the 
mail  it  becomes  simply  a  notice. 

"If  a  Lodge  waives  jurisdiction  over  an  Entered  Appi*entice,  or  a  Fellow 
Craft,  who  has  paid  in  advance  the  fee  for  all  the  degrees,  then  for  such 
portion  of  the  amount  paid  as  it  has  not  returned  an  equivalent  in  de- 
grees, it  has  no  claim  either  in  law  or  equity. 

"Waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  material  in  territory  possessed  in  com- 
mon by  two  or  more  Lodges,  requires  the  concurrence  of  all  such  Lodges. 
All  have  an  equal  right  to  receive  the  petition  of  any  candidate  residing 
within  their  common  territory,  and  the  right  to  receive  the  petition  of  any 
candidate  residing  within  their  common  territory,  and  the  right  of  each 
is  equally  exclusive  as  against  a  Lodge  of  another  territory.  What  is 
equally  the  property  of  aU  no  one  can  give  away. 

"The  fact  that  charges  have  been  preferred  agaiuKt  a  brother  does  not 
afifect  his  eligibility  for  office;  the  Lodge  is  not  at  the  mercy  of  any  single 
brother  who  might  choose  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  prefer  charges  against 
a  brother  who  is  its  unmistakable  choice  for  some  oflice  therein. 
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Bro.  Kobbins  ronews  his  objections  to,  while  thus  annonnoing  the  ftdl- 
nre  of  the  proposition  to  establish,  a 

WIDOW  AND  orphan's  HOME. 

"You  will  learn  from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  that  of  the 
Lodges  voting  on  the  proposed  plan  to  establish  a  Widows'  and  Orphans* 
Home  submitted  to  them  for  action  at  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
a  very  large  majority  have  voted  adversely.  It  will  be  no  surprise  to  you 
to  learn  that  I  view  this  final  result  of  our  discussion  of  this  question 
with  satisfaction.  The  observation  and  reflection  of  each  succeding  year 
serve  to  fix  more  firmly  my  conviction  that  the  embarkation  of  Grand 
Lodges  in  large  monied  enterprises  is  not  only  a  departure  from  their  le- 
gitimate functions,  but  is  ofiering  a  premium  for  future  discord  and  per- 
plexity; and  I  rejoice  that  our  Lodges  evince  no  disposition  to  hazard  the 
settled  harmony  of  the  jurisdiction  upon  the  vain  hope  that  we  can  suc- 
ceed where  so  many  others  have  failed. 

(Alas  !  for  associate  Masonic  benevolence. ) 

R.  W.  Bro.  B.  S.  Dement,  in  his  very  admirable 

ORATION, 

utters  many  true  and  suggestive  thoughts  on  the  characteristics,  ethics, 
and  pervading  influences  of  our  loved  Institution,  for  which  we  thank 
him.  We  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  reproduce  a  portion  of  his  po- 
etic apostrophe  to  Peace,  as  follows: 

If  the  regions  of  space  had  but  gathered  the  tears 

That  your  wars  have  drawn  forth  in  the  cycles  of  years, 

And  should  now  pour  them  out  as  a  torrent  of  rain, 

They  would  sweep  you  from  earth  in  a  deluge,  again  ! 

We  plead  not  for  temples  of  science  and  art. 

That  your  war  tread  has  crushed  from  the  tace  of  the  earth. 

For  our  Hchools,  for  philosophy  though  'twas  a  part 

Of  the  infinite  soul  in  our  souls  seeking  birth. 

We  plead  not  for  commerce,  for  cities,  for  fields. 

That  your  power  has  sent  down  'neath  the  main  or  the  sod  ! 

No,  not  e'en  for  our  homes,  that  our  altars  had  sealed 

As  sacred  to  love,  to  its  joys  and  to  God. 

We  plead  for  Humanity's  sake,  nothing  more; 

Oh,  nations  of  earth,  at  your  feet  we  implore ! 

Oh,  powerful  Russia  !  fnir  Italy  !  Spain  ! 

Oh,  land  of  the  German  !  Oh,  England  !  Oh,  Franoe  ! 

Heed  the  lesson  of  Persia,  of  Rome,  and  of  Greece ! 

In  the  sure  wreck  of  war  they  but  lej\d  the  advance. 

While  the  cry  of  hunmuity  bears  the  refrain. 

Oh,  nations  of  earth,  give  us  Peace  !  Give  us  Peace  ! 

My  own  native  land !  Dearest,  dearest  of  lands  ! 

America,  home  of  the  free  and  the  brave  ! 
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From  an  ocean  of  tears  heed  the  moan  of  the  wave  t 
Heed  the  yoice  that  comes  up  from  a  terrible  grave  ! 
We  turn  to  you,  cling  to  you,  lift  you  our  hands ! 

FOREIGN  COBBESPONDENOE. 

This  report  is  from  the  able  pen  of  Bro.  Theo.  T.  Gumey,  and  we 
thank  him  for  a  kind  and  considerate  review  of  Alabama  proceedings  of 
1876,  56th  annual  report,  inoladed  in  his  review  of  Grand  Lodges.  Bro. 
Onmey  is  evidently  watching  for  the  "outcome"  of  the  report  on  Bro. 
Sayres  resolutions  on  negro  masonry.  But  the  subject,  after  a  longer 
discussion  than  it  deserved,  we  think,  was  tabled  in  1877  and  has  not 
been  since  renewed. 

Bro.  Gurney  gives  ample  space  to  the  Cuba  and  Colon  controversy,  re- 
pioducing  the  voluminous  circulars  issued  by  both  contestants,  thus  doing 
ample  justice  to  the  claims  of  each.  His  conclusion,  after  a  frank  and 
intelligent  examination  of  all  the  papers,  is  as  follows: 

"Fourth.  There  is  no  power,  apart  from  Independent  Sovereign  Sym- 
bolic Powers,  that  can  authorize  the  formation  of  Symbolic  Lodges. 
After  much  thought,  your  committee  is  reluctantly  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  so-called  Grand  Lodges  of  '"Cuba"  and  "Colon"  are  not  lawful 
bodies  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

** Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Lodge  declines  to  recognize  the  "Grand 
Lodge  of  Colon,"  or  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,"  both  claiming  Sym- 
bolic Masonic  Jurisdiction  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  as  lawful  Bodies  of 
Craft  Masonry." 

This  is  more  exclusive  than  we  are  yet  prepared  to  accept.  It  goes  too 
far,  we  think,  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  this  matter  we  are  travel- 
ing in  foreign  countries,  where  American  ideas  are  unfamiliar  to  the  races 
who  build  the  "Grand  Orients"  and  delight  in  a  Composite  style  of  archi- 
tecture. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  Bobbins  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  F.  Burrill  (re-elected Grand  Secretary. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  held  its  third  gmnd 
annual  communication  at  the  town  of  Vinita,  Creek  Nation,  I.  T.,  on 
Tuesday  the  4th  day  of  September.  A.  D.  1877. 

The  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  venerable  and  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  G.  MoPherson,  whose  annual  address  delivered  on  the  oo- 
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casioD,  is  replete  with  earnest,  encoaiaging,  and  instmotive  words  to  the 
Graft  committed  to  his  overseership.  We  have  heretofore  devoted  maoh 
space  to  this,  to  its,  interesting  effort  of  onr  Indian  brethren  to  organize 
a  Grand  Lodge  of  their  own,  and  we  are  encouraged  on  the  reception  of 
each  succeeding  report  to  renew  our  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  final 
success  of  this  enterprise. 

It  is  true,  she  has  recusant  lodges  (Flint  and  Alpha  for  instance)  defy- 
ing her  jurisdiction,  and  other  serious  difficulties  to  contend  with,  but 
they  wiU  yield  eventually,  and  Grand  Master  McPherson,  old  as  he  is, 
will  live  to  see  of  the  fruits  of  his  labors  and  be  abundantly  rewarded 
for  his  care  and  anxiety.  *• 

He  says  of  the  present  condition  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  of  his  hopes 
for  its  future  prosperity,  that: 

"Nothing  of  a  momentous  nature  has  transpired  within  this  jurisdiction 
since  last  we  met  The  Angel  of  Death  has  again  been  pleased  to  pass  us 
by;  no  vacant  seat  occurs  in  our  Grand  Body. 

*  Owing  to  our  anomalous  political  condition,  Masonry  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  progreHS  in  this  territory  at  the  same  rate  it  does  in  oUier  juris- 
dictions. Yet  it,  together  with  religion  and  education,  keeps  pace  with 
our  slowly  advancing  civilization;  and  in  due  time,  if  we  are  true  to  our- 
selves and  true  to  the  interests  of  our  glorious  cause,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Indian  Territory  will  shine  forth  in  all  her  beauty  and  splendor,  and 
take  her  stand  in  the  great  Masonic  family,  first  among  her  equals.  The 
intermediate)  link  in  the  chain  that  binds  the  Orient  and  the  Occident — 
the  centre  of  tho  great  Americ-an  Lodge,  and  located  in  a  country  as  lovely 
as  that  in  which  Manonry  first  found  its  natal  home,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  this  from  becoming,  at  some  day  in  the  future,  the  seat  of  the 
Masonic  empire.  It  but  remains  with  you,  my  brethren,  and  those  who 
come  after  you,  to  make  it  as  such.  The  Grand  Master  of  the  Univerae 
has  done  his  imrt — bestowed  with  a  bounteous  hand  all  the  precious  gifts 
of  nature  upon  your  lovely  Lind;  a  land  where  religion,  education,  and 
Masonry,  the  handmaids  of  civilization,  \vi\\  one  day,  like  our  cherished 
emblem  of  immortality,  in  perpetual  verdure  bloom." 

A  very  interesting  and  creditable  report  on 

FOREIGN  COBBESPONDENCE 

Is  in  the  printed  proceedings.  It  appears  to  be  the  joint  production  of 
the  committee,  under  the  division  of  duties  indicated  in  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  report: 

*'When  your  committee  was  appointed  by  the  last  Grand  Communica- 
tion, we  agreed  among  ourselves  to  divide  the  American  Grand  Lodges 
into  three  groups  or  divisions,  and  each  member  of  the  committee  take 
one  of  those  divisions  on  which  to  report,  and  be  renponsible  for  his  own 
port  only.  The  Northern  States  fell  to  the  lot  of  Bro.  Morrow,  the 
Southern  States  to  Bro.  Hogue,  and  the  Western  to  Bro.  Jones.    This  re- 
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port  will,  therefore,  be  presented  in  accordance  with  this  arrangement, 
and  not  in  alphabetical  order." 

The  reports  on^he  Northern  and  Western  divisions  are  full  and  inter- 
esting; that  on  the  Southern  is  about  as  meagre  as  Bro.  Hogue  could  pos- 
sibly have  made  it. 

GRAND  OFTICSBS  XUBCT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  8.  Murrow Grand  Master, 

R  W.  Bro.  R.  P.  Jones  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

IOWA. 

Beautiful,  for  typographical  finish  and  illustration,  is  the  admirable  re. 
port  of  Bro.  Grand  Secretary  Parvin  for  1878,  and  as  full  of  good  and  in- 
structive reading  as  it  is  notably  superior  in  its  artistic  arrangement  and 
adornment  It  conveys  to  us,  in  the  most  acceptable  shape,  the  details  of 
the  prooeedinga  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  at  its  thirty-fifth  an- 
nual communication,  held  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Bapids,  Tuesday,  June  i» 
A.  L.  5878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  "was  opened  in  Ample  Form  on  the  third  degree*'  by 
M.  W .  Grand  Master  Zephaniah  0.  Luse,  and  we  note  a  large  attendance 
of  constituent  members,  including  the  representatives  of  286  diartered 
Lodges. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Luse  is  a  long,  but  clearly  ex- 
pressed, suggestive  and  useful  message,  avoiding,  as  he  says,  ''any  dis- 
play of  oratory  or  rhetoric — my  culture  has  been  that  of  business.''  He 
granted  during  the  year  '*only  four  dispensations  to  organize  new  Lodges 
and  was  chary  of  granting  dispensations  for  other  purposes.''  He  was 
called  to  adjust  many  disputes,  correct  irregularities,  and  apply  discipline 
and  answer  complaints,  indicating  a  busy  year  in  that  department  of  his 
labors.  He  announces  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  resumption  of 
friendly  relations  and  the  interchange  of  Grand  Bepresentatives  between 
his  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Scotland,  but  says  in  reference  to  a  new  and 
strange  European  rebuff,  that: 

**The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodffe  of  England,  however,  refused  to  interchange 
Grand  Representatives  with  us,  and  gave  as  a  reason  therefor  that  we  are 
not  a  $ovenitin  national  Grand  Body." 

In  speaking  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  he  says,  alluding  to  her  dis- 
regard of  American  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty,  and  her  infidelity,  that 
she— 
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* 'Having  not  only  set  at  naught  the  enpreme  authority  of  American 
Grand  Lodges  over  their  respective  jurisdictions,  but  that  of  God  over 
men  and  Masons,  we  should  now  wipe  our  hands  of  all  such  bogus  Ma- 
sonry." ^ 

He  decides  the  following  question  very  decidedltf^  viz: 

•'Statement— We  have  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason  in  our  Lodge  who 
is  a  splendid  business  man,  a  good  citizen,  wealthy,  and  a  number  one 
felinw,  but  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  learn  the  lectures  and  stand  the  re- 
quired examinations.  Query — Can't  you,  as  Grand  Master,  erant  us  a 
dispensation  authorizing  us  to  confer  the  other  degrees  upon  him,  waiv- 
ing examinations? 

Answer — The  Grand  Master  has  power  to  do  almost  anything  except  to 
furnish  brains  for  candidates,  and  he  might  do  that  if  he  had  them  to 
spare. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  indicated  by  the  reports  of  its  Grand 
officers  and  Committees,  was  of  unusual  importance  to  the  Crait  of  that 
jurisdiction,  and  executed  in  its  three  days  of  labor  both  skilfully  and 
thoroughly. 

We  are  indebted  to  Bro.  L.  D.  Lewelling  for  a  very  pleasant  and,  we 
hope,  useful  hour  devoted  to  reading  his  excellent  oration  on  the  theme, 
**Ma8onry  a  Universal  Religion."  (Make  no  mistake,  reader,  and  imag- 
ine this  refers  to  the  sect  Universalist. )  And  we  wish  our  brethren  of 
Alabama  could  all  read  and  inwardly  digest  his  frequently  quaint,  bat 
always  forcible  illustrations  of  the  theme  selected.  We  take  to  his 
thoughts  Knd  reasonings  very  naturally  and  appreciatively,  for  as  is  his, 
so  is  our  belief  on  that  subject. 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDUNOE. 

Bro.  T.  S.  Parvin,  notwithstanding  his  abundant  labors  in  other  depart- 
ments ot  the  work,  has  sketched  us  a  well-digested  and  acceptable  report 
on  this  topic.  He  has  examined  the  proceedings  of  forty-nine  Grand 
Lodges,  and  condenses  his  report  from  the  matter  thus  digested,  giving 
the  result  of  his  cogitations  on  such  prominent  subjects,  under  capital 
hetidings,  as  secerned  to  him  most  worth}'  of  comment  It  is  decidedly  an 
interesting  report,  and  to  us  not  at  all  objectionable.  He  thus  explains 
his  "new  departure": 

"This  duty,  commenced  as  a  work  of  necessity,  has  been  concluded  as 
a  labor  of  love. 

"We  hope  our  brother  reporters  will  not  take  it  amiss  that  we  have  not 
specially  reviewed  their  labors,  and  commended  this,  and  •  "pitched  into" 
that,  of  their  productionK,  We  always  read  their  writings,  and  this  year 
more  closely  than  usual,  but  to  comment  upon  them,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
would  lead  to  the  results  we  have  deprecated  in  speaking  of  commentaries 
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upon  the  constitations  of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  decisions  of  the  Gmnd 
Maaters— make  the  tail  larger  than  the  head  of  the  kite.  We  have  labored 
ander  difficulties  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  such  as  do  not  usnally 
beset  as,  and  we  are  compelled  to  send  it  forth  onread,  without  revision, 
and  with  all  ite  sins  upon  its  head. 

'*It  is  many  years  since  we  were  called  to  or  forced  into  labors  of  thi» 
kind.  Thirty-three  years  ago  we  pnblished  our  first  report  and  for  many 
years  were  as  to  the  '*manor  bom,"  but  of  late  years  we  have  done  the 
readijig,  leaving  the  writing  to  others,  till  our  hand  has  become  unsteady 
and  eye  dim  in  this  peculiar  labor.  Another  year  we  will.  If  possible, 
throw  our  mantle  upon  younger,  it  not  broader  shonldeiR,  and  secure  the 
merit  of  novelty,  at  least,  an  an  introduction  to  commend  the  good  things 
the  next  report  will  contain." 
# 

GBAKB  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bra  Jeremiah  Wilson. Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Theodore  S.  Parvin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

KANSAS. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  convened  its  twenty-second  annu» 
communication  in  the  city  of  Topeko,  October  17,  A.  D.  1877. 

A  quorum  of  Lodges  answering  to  roll  call,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Ja- 
cob D.  Bush,  after  filling  the  vacant  stations,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
ample  form. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  brief  but  suggestive  message, 
rehearsing  his  official  acts  and  recommending  needed  legislation. 

He  granted  dispensations  for  the  organization  of  five  new  Lodges,  bat 
refused  a  great  many  applications  for  such  dispensations  for  satisfactory 
reasons,'  and  for  the  good  of  Masodry.  He  says  in  reference  to  these  re- 
fusals that: 

**Our  nnmbera  are,  and  have  been,  increasing  too  fast;  and  as  our  Lodge 
numbers  increase,  so  does  our  membership..  But  such  a  rapid  increase 
of  either  Lodges  or  members,  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  an  evidence  of  real 
prosperity  by  any  means. 

The  true  object  and  intent  of  our  noble  Order,  is  in  many  instances,  I 
fear,  being  perverted  into  uses  entirely  foreign  to  the  original  designs 
laid  down  upon  our  trestleboard;  too  many  are  applying  for  our  myste- 
ries, and  too  many  are  gaining  admission  everywhere  for  the  well  being 
of  the  Order;  too  many  rough  unfinished  ashlers  are  being  placed  in  the 
Edifice.  They  not  only  mar  its  outward  beauty  and  fiuish,  but  also  its 
internal  strength  and  utility.  We  should  pay  more  attention  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  applicant  for  Masonic  honors,  and  not  so  much  to  our  nu- 
merical strength." 

He  has  uniformly  refused  all  applications  for  dispensations  to  confer 

the  degrees  oui  <f  time,  and  says  of  them: 
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"In  almost  every  instance,  these  applications  were  accompanied  by  a 
letter  containing  a  detailed  statement  of  the  argent  necessity  for  a  Dis- 
pensation in  that  particular  case,  together  with  a  recital  of  the  many  yir-. 
taes  and  good  qualities  of  the  candidate;  who,  living  perhaps  for  years, 
almost  within  the  soand  of  the  gavel,  had  thus  suddenly,  and  apon  the 
eve  of  departure  from  home  to  go  among  strangers,  * 'Acquired  a  deep 
veneration  (?)  for,  and  a  long  entertained  favorable  opinion  of  our  ancient 
and  honorable  Order,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  become  a  member  of  the 
same,"  (before  he  leaves)  if  the  Fraternity  will  only  do  themselves^the 
honor  (?)  of  receiving  him  at  once  and  **jnst  as  he  is,"  even  though  in  so 
doing,  thoy  violate  a  well  established  law  of  this  Grand  Lodge," 

He  speaks  wisely  on  the  non-affiliate  evil,   closing  with  this  pungent 

sentence: 

Non-affiliation  separates  those  who  are  Masons  in  name  only,  from  those 
who  are  Alasons  at  heart.  Let  them  go  if  they  wish  to,  but  twt  npon  foil 
pay  and  honoru. 

He  says  of  the 

CONDITION  OF  MASONBY. 

*'It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  but  few  cases  have  been  presented, 
calling  for  the  intervention  of  the  Grand  Master's  authority  to  settle  diffi- 
culties between  Lodges.  And  those  few,  of  so  trivial  a  character,  and  so 
easily  arranged,  that  I  have  not  deemed  them  of  sufficient  importance  to 
present  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

I  am  pleased  that  this  is  the  case,  as  it  is  an  evidence  of  that  friendly 
feeling  existing  between  our  Lodges,  which  should  ever  characterise  the 
relations  between  those  who  are  co-workers  in  a  common  field,  for  the 
universal  Rood  of  the  Craft. " 

Kansas  has  164  Lodges  working  under  charters. 


FOBEION  CX>BSESPONI>ENC£. 

Bro.  Jno.  H.  Brown,  Chairman,  gives  us  one  of  his  excellent  reports  ou 
this  topic.  He  reviews,  with  intelligent  and  judicious  comment,  thepro« 
ceedings  of  53  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  are  glad  to  note  those  of 
Alabama  for  1876— 56th  annual  report — have  due  and  f&vorable  notice. 

Brother  Brown,  to  our  regret,  recommends  the  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  and  this  is  about  the  only  one  of  his  opinions  to 
which  we  feel  compelled  to  dissent. 

GRAND  0F7ICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  Gutherie Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  H.  Brown  (re-elected) Grand  Seoretazy. 
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KENTUCKY— 1877. 

We  hftve  the  proceedings  of  the  Seveuty-eighth  GraDd  Annnal  Gommn- 
nicatioD  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  assembled  at  Lonuville  Tues- 
day, October  16th,  A.  L.  5877,  with  a  full  attendance  of  official  dignita- 
ries and  Representative's  of  subordinate  Lodges. 

The  address  of  M.  W.  R.  M.  Fairleigh  is  a  well  written  and  instructive 
.annual  message,  as  the  following  extracts  from  it  will  assure  our   readers 
while  at  the  same  time  they  will,  as  we  hope,  prove  interesting  and  use- 
ful reading. 

He  says  of  Kentucky's  agency  in  fostering  Masonry,  that: 

The  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  each  of  you  is  a  factor,  is  the  Mother 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  She  created  various  Lodges 
throughout  the  Southern  States,  until  they  became  numerous  enough  to 
form  Grand  Lodges  for  themselves.  Wherever  her  votaries  are  found 
they  proudly  acknowledge  her  maternity.  She  stands  to-day  the  peer  of 
any  grand  jurisdiction — ancient,  noble,  honorable.  Her  destiny  is  in 
your  bands,  and  right  well  will  her  glory  be  sustained  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  body  of  intelligent  representatives. 

He  had  generally  discouraged  the  formation  of  new  lodges,  and  granted 
dispensation  for  two  only,  refusing  many  applications  for  such  privileges 
as  incompatible  with  the  purity  of  the  craft. 

His  decisions  are  very  numerous,  and  we  quote  a  few  of  them  as  of 
general  application,  viz: 

10.  No  hdUol  is  required  upon  an  application  for  a  dimit— the  vote  is 
taken  viva  ixKe. 

11.  An  expelled  Mason,  who  desires  restoration,  must  petition  the 
Lodge  which  expelled  him,  if  that  be  in  existence;  otherwise,  the  Grand 
Lodge.  There  is  no  prescribed  form  for  the  petition,  but  action  upon 
it  is  governed  by  the  rules  which  apply  to  petitions  for  initiation. 

12.  The  landmark  in  regard  to  physical  qualifications  applies  only  to 
the  making  of  Masons,  and  has  uo  reference  to  a  brother's  fitness  for  office. 
One  may  sit  in  the  East,  though  his  phj'sical  infirmities  would  debar  him 
as  an  applicant  for  initiation. 

13.  Dues  go  on  until  action  is  taken  as  specified  in  regulation  15  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution.  « 

14.  The  Master  is  the  only  officer  exempt  from  discipline  by  his 
Lodge. 

15.  A  suspended  Mason,  whose  sentence  is  reversed,  upon  appeal  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  is  restored  only  to  the  fellowship  of  the  craft  at  large. 
He  stands  in  the  light  of  a  dimitted  Mason  until  the  expiration  of  the 
eonteoce  inflicted  by  the  Subordinate  Lodge,  unless  restored  by  the 

Lodge. 

16.  However  maliciously  a  black  ball  may  be  supposed  to  have  been 
cast,  the  offending  brother  cannot  be  arraigned. 

17.  It  is  not  necessary  to  open  a  Master's  Lodge  in  order  to  open  or 
close  a  Lodge  in  a  lower  degree. 

8 
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18.  The  friends  of  a  brother  who  died  auder  suspension,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  cannot,  by  paying  his  dues,  entitle  him  to  Masonic  burial 

19.  It  is  not  lawful,  even  by  unanimous  consent,  to  pass  an  £.  A.  be- 
fore ho  has  learned  the  lecture  of  that  degree.  '^Suitable  proficiency" 
means  a  knowledge  of  the  lecture  and  the  ability  to  repeat  it. 

30.  To  open  or  close,  the  order  goes  from  the  W.  M.  to  the  S.  W^ 
thence  to  the  J.  W.,  and  thence  to  the  Graft. 

31.  The  Master  should  raise  the  Lodge  on  opening  and  closing;  the 
J.  W.  should  raiso  it  only  in  calling  off  and  on.  The  Lodge  should  be 
called  up  before  the  Master  gives  his  order  to  the  West 

3*2.  The  right  of  a  visiting  Lodge  is  qualified  by  affiliation,  and  di- 
mission  forfeits  it  There  being,  however,  no  prohibitory  statute  against 
it,  in  this  jurisdiction,  a  visiting  dimitted  brother  usually  is  admitted  by 
courtesy;  but  it  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  a  Master  to  determine  what 
visitors  shall  be  admitted  to  his  Lodge. 

33.  Members  voting  on  charges  against  a  brother  Mason  need  not  pos- 
sess the  qualifications  of  jurors  in  courts  of  law. 

34.  Affidavits  sworn  to  before  an  officer  authorized  to  administer 
oaths,  are  admissible  as  evidence  in  a  Masonic  trial. 

35.  In  this  jurisdiction  Entered  Apprentices  and  Follow  Crafts,  equally 
with  Masters,  ^re  liable  for  dues,  and  subject  to  discipline  for  their  non- 
payment 

36.  None  of  the  elective  officers  of  a  Lodge  can  dimit 

87.  In  Masonic  trials  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Junior  Warden,  and,  wlien 
the  charges  are  preferred  by  another,  the  accuser,  to  be  present  at  the 
meetings  of  the  committee  and  examine  the  witness  for  the  prosecution. 
A  like  privilege  is  granted  the  accused  and  his  attorney. 

38.  The  testimony  of  ''common  fame"  is  admissible  in  Masonic  trials, 
but  extreme  caution  should  be  observed  in  regard  to  it 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  craft  (generally  satisfactory),  he 
alludes  in  the  following  pointedly  condemnatory  language  to  an  evil 
prevalent  in  many  jurisdictions,  viz  : 

*'I  have  seen  with  much  regret  how  large  a  number  of  defalcations  are 
reported  in  the  accounts  of  Secretaries  of  Lodges.  Sometimes  these  are 
total  and  involve  the  whole  of  the  cash  collections  for  a  year.  Often  they 
are  partial  and  are  compromised  by  taking  notes,  etc.  But  the  whole 
error  lies  in  permitting  the  Secretiiry  to  retain  the  funds  of  the  Lodge.  He 
has  no  more  right  to  hold  the  Lodge  moneys  than  the  Tyler  or  any  other 
private  member  has.  *  It  is  his  positive  duty  to  pay  over  all  his  collections 
to  the  Treasurer  once  a  months  and  oftener  if  the  Lodge  meet  more  fre- 
quently. 

It  is  the  Worshipful  Master's  duty  to  see  that  he  does  this.  It  is  the 
prerogative  of  the  Treasurer  to  demand  that  he  shall  do  this,  and  on  fail- 
ure, to  report  the  defaulting  Secretary  to  the  Lodge. 

The  Master  is  justified  in  removing  a  Secretary  who  persistently  uses 
money  to  which  he  has  not  the  shadow  of  a  nght  I  should  approve  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  passing  a  stringent  edict  upon  this  subject 

My  visits  and  correspondence  have  revealed  to  me  many  irregularities 
both  in  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Lodges  and  of  the 
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work  in  the  three  degrees.  There  is  bat  little  excase  for  the  former.   The 
Gtand  Lodge  may  ask  herself  the  cause  of  the  latter." 

He  speaks  of  the  benefit  system  as  a  "disturbing  element  in  some 
Lodges,"  and  pronounces  it  unmasonic.  Deprecates  ''the  monotonous 
spirit  of  enlogy*'  in  Masonic  obitoiiry  notices. 

He  is  jealous  of  encroachments  on  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters, 

and  asks  : 

"Is  it  not  time  to  raise  the  warning  voice  at  the  growing  disposition  of 
Grand  Lodges  to  reduce  the  powers  and  lessen  the  dignity  of  Grand  Mas- 
ters?" 

The  ''Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home"  (of  which  we  have  spoken  freely 

and  fully  in  former  reports),  engages  the  earnest  solicitude  and  advocacy 

of  the  Grand  Master,  for  which  we  honor  him,  and  although  there  are 

troubles  and  difficulties  threatening  the  revenues  of  the  institution,  we 

judge  from  the  closing  paragraph  of  his  long  and  able  defence  of  the 

measures  of  relief  proposed  for  the  Home,  that  all  will  yet  be  well  with 

that  noble  charity^    He  says  : 

"As  for  myself,  if  my  subsistence  depended  upon  such  a  slim  basis,  I 
Would  rather  give  that  dollar  to  the  Home  and  die  a  dollar's  worth  sooner. . 
It  was  reserved  for  Kentucky  Masons  to  give  to  the  world,  in  the  estab- 
Ushment  of  this  Home,  the  grandest  expression  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Masonry  their  country  ever  saw;  we  have  enjoyed  the  honors 
that  have  t)een  heaped  upon  us  without  stint  in  consequence  of  it;  we 
have  seen  the  grand  results  of  our  example  in  the  fact  that  the  question 
of  organized  and  concentrated  charities  is  engaging  the  attention  of  many 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and,  in  some,  plans  have  already  been  adopted 
for  the  erection^of  similar  Homes.  We  have  gone  too  far  to  recede  if  we 
desired  to  do  so.  The  work  must  go  on  and  the  means  must  be  famished 
by  us  and  should  be  furnished  with  willing  and  loving  hands.  Shall  we 
repeal  the  assesment  law  and  leave  that  huge  pile  of  brick  and  mortar  to 
proclaim  our  failure  to  our  enemies  and  as  a  monument  to  our  stupidity 
and  parsimony  ?" 

foreign  cobbespondence. 

Bro.  ThoB.  Todd,  Chairman,  gives  us  one  of  his  very  acceptable  reports 
on  correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  39  American  Grand 
Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1876,  56th  annual  communica- 
tion, which  receive  courteous  and  fraternal  notice. 

He  speaks  of  Grand  Master  Pillans'  address  of  that  year  as  "a  business 
paper,  well  written  and  interesting,"  and  quotes  freely  from  it 

He  quotes,  with  commendation.  Brother  Titcomb's  eloquent  appeal,  in- 
closing his  report  on  appeals  and  grievances  for  1 876,  against  the  careless 
use  of  language  provocative  of  strife. 

Bio.  Todd*8  report  has  an  added  value  in  the  full  and  interesting  re- 
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view  (be  Appends  to  it)  of  European  and  other  foreign  Grand  Bodies 
He  is  quite  lengthy  in  hiH  review  of  the  Cuban  coutrover^y,  bnt  conclndes, 
differently  from  iks,  by  recommending  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Gnba. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  assent  to  hm  conclusions-  in  that  matter. 

BBA2<I>  OFFICKRS  ELECT, 

M.  W.  Bro.  Campbell  H.  Johnson Grand  Master. 

R,  W.  Bro,  Hinun  Bassett Grand  Secretary* 

LOUISIANA, 

The  Seventy-sixth  Annual  (^innd  Communieatioo  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana  convened  at  New  Orleans,  Monday  the  11th  of  Feb- 
juary,   A.   I>.   1H78,  and  was  opened  by  M.   W.  Grand  Master  Samuel 
James  Powell  in  assple  fobm, 

.  Tlie  proceedinp^s  betore  us  indicate  a  viBry  impoitautr  and,  m  some 
lespects,  perplexing  session,  especially  so  in  dismissing  and  adopting 
measores  necessary  to  provide  for  the  liquidation  of  their  bonnet!  debt. 
The  Trustees  recommended  a  'H  per  capita  assessment  to  continue  for  sis 
years,  and  the  resolution  embodyidg  that  recommendation  was  voted 
down,,  causing  the  resignation  of  two  of  the  Trustees  r  but  on  renewal  of 
the  proix)sition,  providing  for  a  jh^e  years  tax,  the  measure  was  passed 
and  the  performance  of  the  alMn>portant  duty  of  protecting  its  financial 
obligations  was-  undertaken.  How*  often,  on  reading  the  proeeedings  of 
Grand  Lodge.H,  are  we  reminded  of  the  lesson  taught  us  in  our  early  Ma^ 
sonic  Gireer,  to  "beware  of  debt."  A  Ladf?e  debt  is,  to  us.  Her  bodged 
around  with  forbidding  experiences  that  we  now  shun  it  as  we  would  9 
deadly  jwison. 

The  Grand  Master's  annonY  adihress  is  short  and  bnsiiiess  Kke,  hut  con^ 
tains  httle  of  general  interest  beyond  his  own  jurisdiction , 

He  announces  the  death  of  K  W.  J.  W.  To<M,  D.  D.  G.  Master,  who 

'^died  in  the  Lodge  room  in  the  active  discharge  of  Masonic  duties." 
He  deprecates  Lodge  connections  with  stock  associationsr  aUuding,  we* 

presnme,  to  bniKling  and  loan  enterprises,  and  says  on  that  subject  some* 

thing  a  little  harsh  of  modem  methods  in  that  direction,,  viz  i 

••Stock  compauies  do  not  bear  the  best  re{>ut4itiou.  They  are  generally 
regarded  as  games  of  chance  and  si>ecnlatioub,  ami  their  ultimate  failurar 
is  almost  a  loregone  conclnsion.  X  think  that  Masonry'  should  keep  itself 
free  from  all  entangling  alliances  with  such  usKociations. 

Speeulative  Masonry  does  not  mean  Masoivic  speculation^    Lodges 
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should  not  engage  in  business  transactions  where  there  is  a  probability  of 
failnre,  and  thereby  become  involved  in  litigation,  and  perhaps  involve 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  complications.  I  intend  no  reflection  on  the  as- 
sociation referred  to,  or  on  those  who  compose  it;  but  I  speak  of  stock 
companies  in  general,  and  only  reiterate  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  settled 
policy  of  this  Order— not  to  engage  in  any  enterprise  with  the  ontside 
world,  whose  fuilaro  is  possible  and  business  complications  may  be  the 
result- 
In  speaking  of  the  infidel  pronwiciamento  of  the  Grand  Orkni  of  i^rcoe, 
he  says : 

"In  view  of  our  unfriendly  relations,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  in  bad  taste 
to  subject  this  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  to  severe  criticism  or 
denunciation,  but  I  cannot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  without  express- 
ing an  emphatic  and  indignant  condemnation  of  this  innovation  upon  the 
Body  of  Masonry. 

The  paterrity  of  God,  and  the  fraternity  of  man,  are  the  inseparable 
tenets  of  Masonry.  Eliminate  the  one,  and  the  other  is  a  shadow  with- 
out a  substance;  the  ritual  is  stripped  of  its  beauty  and  impressive 
solemnity;  the  great  moral  design  is  gone,  and  the  Order  is  powerless  for 
good.  I  turn  away,  with  fearful  misgivings,  from  a  contemplation  of  the 
results  of  this  unfortunate  delusion. 

Bro.  Grand  Secretary  Batchelor^s  report  is,  as  usual,  able  and  compre- 
hensive, and  we  quote  below  some  remarks  quite  applicable  elsewhere 
among  those  who  favor  cheap  Masonry;  remarking  en  passant  that  Bro. 
Batchelor  not  only  gave  good  advice,  but  also  contributed  substantial  aid 
towards  liquidating  the  debt  by  voluntarily  appropriating  $500  00  of  his 
salary  to  the  funds  of  the  G.  L.     He  says  of  prevalent  errors,  etc. : 

**That  in  many  places  in  our  jurisdiction,  the  standard  of  Masonry  is 
too  low,  and  is  too  cheap  to  be  properly  appreciated.  The  world  will 
never  think  well  ot  an  institution  that  does  not  appreciate  its  own  fran- 
chises and  privileges.  If  our  institution  is  worthy  of  the  high  encomium 
claimed  and  given  it,  then  it  is  entitled  to  and  should  be  better  main- 
tained and  sustained,  both  in  the  time  devoted  and  the  money  contributed 
to  it. 

In  some  cases  the  annual  dues  paid  to  the  Lodge  is  but  one  dollar  a 
year,  in  some,  two  dollars,  and  in  but  few  cases,  in  the  parishes,  more 
than  three  dollars. 

How  a  Lodge  can  be  furnished,  I  do  not  mean  expensively,  but  as  a 
Lodge  should  be  to  make  it  a  pleasure  to  attend,  or  that  can  be  made  of 
any  moral  profit  to  its  members  on  such  an  amount,  is  to  say  the  least 
difficult  to  conceive;  how  it  is  to  prove  of  practical  relief  to  the  poor' 
widow  and  orphan,  or  to  the  weary  wayfarer,  is  a  puzzle  indeed. 

To  furnish  a  Lodge  with  books,  working  tools  and  paraphernalia,  even 
in  the  plainest  manner  to  be  useful,  must  cost  some  money;  and  for  a 
Lodge  to  work  without  books  and  tools,  would  be  like  having  a  theatre 
without  stage  or  scenery,  or  making  a  crop  without  implements.  Time 
and  application  is  equally  noodod,  t«i)ecially  by  those  who  assume  the 
place  ot  teHchers,  and  it  is  well  to  know  and  admit,  that  a  Mason,  any 
more  than  any  other  man,  cannot  teach  properly  that  which  he  does  not 
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know  or  compreheDd,  and  nothing  of  real  or  great  valae  is  to  be  obtained 
without  both  trouble  and  expense.  Masonry,  at  a  ten  dollar  degree,  and 
an  expense  of  five  or  ten  cents  a  month  to  support  a  Lodge,  will  not  be 
apt  to  claim  a  vei^  high  regard  from  the  profane,  or  to  be  able  to  perform 
those  necessary  deeds  of  charity  that  prove  so  satisfactory  to  lUl  good 
men,  and  especially  to  the  gofid  Mason  who  would  like  to  see  his  Lodge 
and  the  fraternity  prosper." 

The  report  on 

FOREIGN   CX)BBE8PONDENCE 

Is  the  joint  production  of  Bros.  Geo.  H.  Braughn,  chairman,  Ernest 
Morel  and  James  K  Trimble,  committee,  and  is  the  second  very  accepta- 
ble report  from  that  committee,  which  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  peruse. 

The  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1876,  56th  annual  communication,  are 
reviewed  with  fraternal  courtesy  and  discrimination.  The  full  and  inter- 
esting review  of  Fobeion  Grand  Bodies,  which  supplements  this  report 
is  a  valuable  contribution  to  Masonic  literature,  of  which  we  have  gladly 
availed  ourselves.  We  quote  the  committees  views  (in  part)  on  the  Cuban 
claims,  viz.: 

"We  have  before  us  documents  emanating  from  the  ''Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Island  of  Cubii,"  and  from  the  '*Grand  Lodge  of  Colon.'*  These  two 
Grand  Bodies  present  their  claims  to  us,  and  both  assert  similar  rights  to 
be  recognized  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba.  Although  we  would  be  in- 
clined to  believe  (judging  from  documents  examined,  that  the  pretensions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Clolon  appear  to  be  legitimate  and  based  upon 
solid  grounds,)  yet,  we  do  not  think  that  the  time  has  come  for  us  to  pro- 
nounce definitely  upon  the  grave  questions  of  acknowledgment  or  recog- 
nition of  a  (}rand  Lodge  in  that  country'.  We  believe  it  would  be  more 
proper  and  advisable  to  defer  acknowledgment  of  either  of  said  Bodies 
until  we  are  satisfied  beyond  reasonable  doubts  and  after  a  most  careful 
examination,  which  of  either  of  said  Grand  Bodies  wo  must  exchange  and 
entertain  fraternal  intercourse  with.*' 

ORAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Samuel  James  Powell  (re-elected( Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jas.  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

MAINE. 

We  have  before  us  the  volume  of  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Maine  at  its  fifty-ninth  (59th)  annual  communica- 
tion held  in  Portland,  commencing  Tuesday  May  7th,  and  closing  May 
9th,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Edward  P.  Bumham,  and  a  foil  attend- 
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ance  of  constituent  membere,  comprising  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers, 
Grand  Representatives  and  Representatives  of  Subordinate  Lodges.  As 
usnal  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  we  find  matter  both  in. 
Btrnctive  and  interesting  to  the  Masonic  reader,  and  as  before  intimated, 
there  is  an  intelligent  completeness  in  her  work  and  deliverances  quite 
fascinating  to  the  writer. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Bumham  is  an  interesting  busi- 
ness message,  rehearsing  the  events  of  the  year  and  suggesting  subjects 
requiring  attention. 

No  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  had  been  asked  for  or  granted .  Few 
cases  of  * 'Grievances"  (ten  trials  in  all)  are  reported,  and  the  complaints 
of  violation  of  jurisdiction,  three  of  Lodge  and  one  of  State — either  were 
or  would  be  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

He  invites  a  protest  against  the  infidd  deliverance  of  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  as  an  *  innovation  striking  at  the  foundation  of  our  Freema- 
sonry." 

His  decisions,  as  reported,  are  not  numerous,  and  we  quote  the  only 
ones  of  general  interest,  viz: 

A  Brother  who  is  going  away,  cannot  put  in  a  protest  against  a  man 
who  is  likely  to  be  made  a  mason  in  his  absence.  He  can  only  object  to 
an  actual  candidate. 

A  lodge  which  voted  at  a  stated  communication  to  attend  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  anniversary  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  and  to  assess  upon  the 
members  the  expense  of  music,  can  collect  the  same,  such  celebrations 
and  having  music  thereat,  being  ancient  customs. 

A  masonic  hall,  after  dedication,  cannot  be  used  for  other  than  masonic 
purposes.  A  lodge  having  been  obliged  to  vacate  its  hull,  may,  if  neces- 
sary, having  obtained  consent  from  the  proper  authority,  temporarily  oc- 
cupy a  hall  used  by  another  society,  until  a  suitable  hall  can  be  pro- 
cured. 

A  person  who  has  irregularly  received  the  degrees  in  a  regular  lodge, 
and  who  desires  to  be  formally  healed  as  a  mason,  must  petition  the  lodge 
which  he  wishes  to  enter.  The  lodge  must  ask  of  the  •  Grand  Master  a 
dispensation  to  act  upon  the  petition,  and  send  the  dispensation  fee. 
The  ordinary  course  will  then  be  taken  with  the  petition.  After  a  clear 
ballot  is  had,  the  person  must  be  re-obligated  in  all  the  degrees,  and  a 
record  thereof  made. 

OF  THE  CONDinON  OF  MASONBT, 

He  says  : 

'The  returns  .of  the  Lodges  and  the  reports  of  the  D.  D.  G.  Masters 
show  that  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity  has  been  enjoyed  during  the 
year,  and  that  the  Fraternity  is  about  the  same,  numerically,  as  a  year 
ago." 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  good  working  cash  balance  in  the  Treas- 
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ury  of  $1.2.37  G4,  bnt  in  allading  to  the  fand  devoted  to  charity,  we  regret 
the  nnpromisiug  saggcKtiveness  of  his  report,  as  follows  : 

*'No  addition  has  been  made  to  the  Charity  Fund  proper  the  past  year, 
and  facts  warrant  me  in  saying  that  there  is  now  no  prospect  of  any  being 
made  in  the  future. 

I  have,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Tnistees,  deposited  three  hun- 
dred dollars  as  the  nucleus  of  a  Reserved  Fund  of  the  Charity  Fund. 
This  sum  was  a  part  of  the  amount  proper  to  be  distributed  in  charity, 
and  this  Reserved  Fund  is  established  as  a  contingent  against  future 
depreciation !i  of  the  funds,  lest  the  small  sum  available  for  distribution 
among  the  many  needy  and  worthy  Brethren,  Widows  and  Orphans  within 
our  jurisdiction,  should  in  future  years  become  still  more  meagre  in 
amount/' 

On  the  abounding  evil  of  non-affiliation,  pending  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

**B€solved,  That  in  all  applications  for  dimits,  the  lodges  within  our 
jurisdiction  be  governed  by  the  ancient  usages  and  charges  of  our  Insti- 
tution, and  suffer  no  member  to  withdraw,  unless  to  form  a  new  lodge  or 
to  join  another," 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
make  in  their  report  (adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge),  disapproving  the 
resolution,  the  following  important  suggestions,  viz  : 

**But  great  and  extensive  as  are  the  evils  of  non-affiliation,  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  an  attempt  to  force  affiliation,  by  retaining  members 
against  their  will,  will  not  tend  materially  to  lessen  those  evils.  Oar 
present  Constitution,  while  declaring  affiliation  a  masonic  duty,  leaves 
the  performance  of  that  duty  to  the  free  will  of  the  individual  mason,  bat 
prescribes  the  consequences  of  a  nou-performance  of  this  duty. 

This  system  seems  to  work  so  well,  that  the  evil  of  non-affiliation  is  less 
in  this  State  than  in  most  other  jurisdictions,  and  for  that  reason  we 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  make  any  change.  We  therefore  recommend  that 
the  resolution  be  not  revived. 

But  there  is  one  evil  in  our  present  system  which  we  think  should  be 
remedied.  Now  a  member,  desiring  to  change  his  membership  from  one 
lodge  to  another,  must  first  procure  bis  dimit  and  become  a  non-affiliate, 
and  then  be  unanimously  accepted  by  the  other  lodge,  and  if,  for  any 
cause,  his  petition  is  denied,  he  remains  a  non-affiliate.  We  submit  here- 
with a  proposed  standing  regulation,  allowing  a  lodge  to  receive  and  act 
upon  a  petition  for  membership  before  the  candidate  procures  his  dimit 
from  the  lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member." 

FOREIf;N   CORRESPONDE>'CE. 

Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond  has  again  placed  us  under  obligations  for 
one  of  his  admirable  reports  on  this  topic.  We  have  already  quoted  so 
freely  from  it  under  our  review  of  Cuba  as  to  suggest  a  fear  of  bankruptcy 
if  called  upon  to  restore  the  treasures  we  have  borrowed  and  utilised. 
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Bat  Bro.  D.  has  enough  literary  capitaii,  and  to  spare,  and  we  know  that 
he  will  not  willingly  deny,  of  his  fullness  to  the  labok  stained  workmen 
in  the  quarries  of  Masonic  research,  such  aid  as  his  lamp  of  light  and  ex- 
perienee  so  abundantly  supplies. 

The  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1877,  57th  Annual  Grand  Gommanica- 
tion,  are  fully  and  acceptably  reviewed  in  this  report. 

In  response  to  (Trand  Master  Burnhum's  suggestion,  the  committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  through  Bro.  Drummond,  recommended,  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  adopted,  the  following  protest  against  the  recent  "new 
dejmrture"  of  our  Brethren  of  France,  viz  : 

•*The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  as  relates  to  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  have  considered  the  matt^^r  and  ask  leave  to  report: 

That  there  is  no  question  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  so  far 
yielded  to  the  demands  of  French  atheism  as  to  strike  from  the  required 
qualifications  of  candidates,  a  belief  in  God,  the  Father. 

For  this  reason,  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland,  Canada,  and 
many  of  the  States  of  our  Union,  have  abolished  all  masonic  intercourse 
with  the  Grand  Orient. 

The  motto  of  the  Grand  Orient  now  is,    * 'Freemasonry  holds  to  the 
principle  of  an  absolute  freedom  of  conscience,  and  to  the  brotherhood  o^ 
mankind.     It  excludes  no  one  on  account  of  his  belief." 

While  this  Grand  Lodge  yields  to  no  man  or  body  of  men,  in  its  em- 
phatic belief  in  the  freedom  of  conscience  and  the  brotherhood  of  man, 
it  recognizes  these  as  the  result  of  a  belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God. 
From  time  immemorial,  a  belief  in  God,  the  Creator  and  Father,  has  been 
the  fundamental  principle  of  Freemasonry,  and  from  ihis  principle  aU 
others  flow  as  results.  To  abandon  this  principle,  therefore,  is  to  destroy 
the  deep  laid  foundation  upon  which  onr  whole  Masouic  Temple  is 
bnilded.  Our  reply  to  the  Grand  Orient  is,  "No  man  or  body  of  men  can 
make  innovations  in  masonry.  To  attempt  this  does  not  change  masonry, 
but  puts  those  who  make  the  attempt  outside  of  the  pale  of  the  Institu- 
tion." 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  resolution. 

JOSIAH  H*  DRUMMOND,  /w  Vie  (hmmiUee. 

Besdi-ed^  That  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  by  amending  its  Constitu- 
tion in  such  a  manner  that  atheists  may  be  admitted  as  masons,  has 
ceased  to  be  a  masonic  body;  and  all  masonic  intercourse  with  it,  its  sub- 
ordinate lodges,  or  the  members  of  its  obedience,  is  hereby  forbidden." 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 179 

GRAND   OFFICERS   ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Edward  P.  Bnrnham  (re-elected) Grand  Mast«r. 

R  W.  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 


\ 
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MARYLAND. 

The  95th  Grand  AnDnal  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maryland  (reader,  we  have  perHuaded  onr  venerable  sister  of  Maryland  to 
declare  h^r  age,  and  we  bring  it  to  the  fore-front  that  all  may  take  knowl- 
edge of  it)  convened  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  20th  and  2lBt  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1877. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Jno.  H.  Latrobe  presided,  and  opened  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  Ample  Form,  **a  due  representation  of  Lodges"  being  present 

The  Grand  Blaster's  annual  address  is  in  his  nsnal  brief  but  expressive 
style. 

He  says,  we  regret  to  note,  some  unpleasant  things  of  the  work  in  his 
jurisdiction,  as  this : 

"In  the  annual  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  it  would  seem  to  be  only 
proper  that  he  should  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  condition  of  the 
Order  within  the  State.  But  on  the  preneut,  as  on  all  previous  occasions 
since  the  Grand  Master  has  occupied  the  East,  the  want  of  materials  has 
prevented  it.  This  he  ha^  stated  again  and  again.  He  has  changed  the 
Grand  Inspectors,  in  the  hope  of  finding  brethren  in  the  counties  whose 
interest  in  the  Order  would  induce  them  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
office,  but  in  vain;  and  at  this  date  the  only  reports  which  the  Grand 
Master  has  received  are  from  the  Gmnd  Inspectors  of  Baltimore  city  and 
Baltimore  county,  and  the  Grand  Lecturer.  Having  exhausted  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  heretofore,  to  obtain  through  the  Grand  Inspectors  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  the  State,  the  Grand  Master 
has  to  pronounce  the  existing  system  to  be  an  useless  one,  and  leaves  it  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  devise  some  other,  if  it  is  desired  to 
furnish  the  Grand  Master  with  the  means  ot  making  a  satisfactory  report' 

He  announces  an  important  reduction  of  State  assessment  on  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple  property  from  $469,000,  claimed  the  year  previous,  to 
$75,000— a  great  relief  in  the  tax  expenditure  and  quite  necessary,  too,  as 
we  see,  by  the  financial  reports,  tha^  there  is  still  a  deficiency  of  revenue 
after  the  abatement  of  tax. 

We  give  Grand  Master  Latrobe's  closing  remarks  (which  were  also  in- 
tended as  his  valedictory)  as  illustrating  the  toils,  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties which  lurk  under  all  Grand  Lodge  debts,  whether  incurred  in  build- 
ing  the  Temple  or  in  adorning  the  sanctuary.     He  says: 

"It  is  now  seven  years  that  the  Grand  Master  has  been  honored  by  an 
election  to  the  high  ofiico  which  he  holds,  and  year  after  year  it  has  been 
most  gratifying  that  bis  election  has  been  unanimous.  For  many  years 
withdrawn  from  active  participation  in  the-  labors  and  duties  of  the 
Brotherhood,  your  kindness  selected  him  as  the  orator  of  the  occasion 
when  the  corner-stone  of  the  Temple  was  laid;  and  when  the  erection  of 
the  building  involved  the  Grand  Lodge  in  debt  and  difficulty,  and  when 
the  Temple,  although  occupied  by  the  Brotherhood,  was  threatened  with 
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being  sold  to  pay  the  mechanic  liens  upon  it,  the  Grand  Master  was 
elected  with  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Coald  he  have  understood  this  to  its  full  extent,  it  is  more  than 
doubtful  whether  even  the  honor  of  being  Grand  Master  could  have 
tempted  him  to  assume  the  burden  of  the  care  and  responsibility  which 
the  office  under  such  circumstances  imposed.  It  was  his  great  good  for- 
tune, however,  to  have  around  him  a  brotherhood  whose  sense  of  honor 
was  equal  to  the  occasion;  and  having  devised  the  plan  by  which  the 
Temple  was  saved  from  the  disgrace  of  being  sold  by  the  sheriff^  the  Grand 
Master  obtained  from  Bro.  Francis  Burns  and  John  W.  Garrett,  Esq.,  the 
pecuniary  assistance  bv  the  aid  of  which,  and  through  the  forbearance  of 
creditors,  he  was  enabled  to  carry  it  out;  so  that  the  obligations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  were  ultimately  met— the  floating  debt  paid,  and  the  credit 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  placed  on  as  firm  a  footing  as  it  was  possible  to  oc- 
onpy,  while  its  stock  remained  comparatively  without  value,  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  had  trusted  to  the  honor  of  the  fraternity  when  they  sub- 
scribed for  it 

*'This  was  accomplished  virtually  two  years  ago,  and  it  had  then  been 
the  intention  of  the  Grand  Master  to  take  that  occasion  to  decline  a  re- 
nomination  if  it  were  offered.  He  was  in  hopes,  however,  of  being  able 
to  do  something  towards  paying  to  the  stockholders  other  than  the  Lodges, 
a  partial  dividend,  at  any  rate,  during  his  term  of  office;  and  in  one  of 
his  addresses  he  ventured  to  express  the  belief  ihat  tlie  Centennial  year 
of  1876  would  be  marked  by  a  commencement  of  so  good  a  work.  In  this 
expectation  the  Grand  Master  was  disappointed,  owing  to  a  very  unex- 
pected falling  off  of  the  revenues  derivable  from  the  Temple.  When  this 
became  apparent,  and  the  object  which  he  had  always  in  view  from  the 
beginning  seemed  to  become  of  remote  realization,  the  Grand  Master 
stated  to  many  of  his  friends  that  at  the  November  Communication  of 
1876  be  would  decline  a  renomination.  He  was  not  able  to  resist,  how- 
ever, the  compliment  of  a  unanimous  re-election,  and  he  is  therefore  still 
your  Grand  Master. 

"The  time  has  arrived,  however,  when  the  Grand  Master  must  leave  to 
others  the  duties  and  yield  to  them  the  honors  of  his  high  office;  and  he 
now  announces  that  he  is  not  to  be  considered  a  candidate  for  re-election 
should  any  brother  be  disposed  to  nominate  him." 


REPORT   ON   CORRESPONDENCE, 

Is  from  Bro.  Jno.  S.  Tyson,  for  the  committee,  and  is,  to  our  taste,  a 
very  creditable  one,  though  Bro.  T.  in  his  "conclusion"  craves  charity  for 
his  defects,  and  seems  diffident  and  hesitant  in  ushering  it  before  review- 
ers, who  are  in  our  experience  much  less  inclined  to  be  hypercritical  than 
he  seems  to  &ncy. 

Bro.  Tyson  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty-fonr  Grand  Lodges,  includ- 
ing Alabama  for  l(i76,  56th  annual  communication,  which  are  fairly  and 
acceptably  commented  upon.  In  answer  to  our  feeler  of  that  year,  thrown 
out  to  induce  our  good  sister  Maryland  to  own  up  as  to  whether  she  was 
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of  the  **£fit,  &ir  and  forty'*  of  this  generation,  or  entitled  to  rank  among 
the  great  grandmotherH  of  oar  Israel,  Bro.  T.  thus  owns  up  to  the  impu- 
tation of  representing  a  Masonic  Veteran,  viz: 

"The  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  was  formed  July  3l8t,  1873,  at  Easton, 
Talbot  county,  by  live  (Eastern  Shore)  Lodges  holding  charters  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  John  Coates,  P.  D.  G.  M.  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  elected  first  Grand  Master  of  Maryland.  This  annual  comma- 
nication  is,  therefore,  the  95  th. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  H.  Latrobe  (re-elected  7th  time) Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Bro.  Jacob  H.  Madairy  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  this  old  Commonwealth  held  its  (one  hwi- 
<lred  mid  forty-fourifi  anniversary)  grand  annual  communication  for  1877  at 
Boston  on  the  Vii\x  day  of  December,  A.  L.  5877,  and  was  opened  in  Am- 
ple Form  by  the  M.  W.  Gnmd  Master  Percival  Lowell  Everett 

The  volume  containing  the  proceedings  of  this  communication  is  re- 
markable for  the  beauty  of  its  typographical  execution,  and  is  also  adorned 
with  three  admirable  engravings,  introducing  to  us  (or  us  to)  the  manly 
features  of  three  worthies  of  that  jurisdiction,  who  are  also  famed  abroad 
for  their  civil  and  masonic  virtues,  and  whose  names  will  descend  to  pos- 
terity as  those  of  true  and  faithful  Craftsmen  who  loved  and  served  their 
fellows,  while  in  work  and  wisdom  they  illustrated  the  beauties  of  our 
art  The  engravings  alluded  to  familiarize  us  very  pleasantly  with  the 
features  severally  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Percival  Lowell  Everett  {now  P. 
G.  M.),  R.  W.  P.  G.  Master  Wendell  F.  Davis,  and  of  R.  W.  P.  G.  Mas- 
ter Charles  J.  Danforth. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Everett  is,  as  usual  with  his  exec- 
utive message^s,  full,  able,  and  suggestive — excellent  both  in  matter  and 
diction. 

He  announces  with  pleasure  that  the  Lodges  throughout  the  jurisdic- 
tion are  enjoying  peace  and  harmony;  announces  the  sudden  death  of  P. 
G.  Senior  Warden  R.  W.  William  J.  Sowin;  gives  a  full  and  interesting 
statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  (tabular),  from 
which  we  gather  that  the  net  indebtedness  has  decreased  during  the  year, 
being  stated  now  at  $278,925  91  as  against  $290,981  71,  as  stated  for  the 
previous  year.  He  granted  during  the  year  dispensations  for  two  new 
Lodges. 
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He  thus  records  his  effort  and  success  in  reKtoring  nniformity  and  aC'^ 
curacy  of 

RITUAL. 

Daring  the  three  years  that  I  had  the  honor  of  occnpying  the  pomtion 
of  Deputy  Grand  Master,  under  Grand  Master  Nickerson,  it  became  nec" 
essary  that  I  should  accompany  him  in  his  numerous  visitations  from 
Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Ann  to  Bershire  Hills.  I  thus  attained  much  insight 
into  the  state  of  affairs  generally  throughout  the  jurisdiction.  The  uui^ 
Tersal  complaint  was  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  work;  changes  were 
constantly  made,  and  finally,  at  the  time  of  my  election  as  Grand  Master, 
three  years  ago,  there  were  hardly  two  Lodges  in  the  State  working  alike. 
I  determined  to  correct  such  a  state  of  things,  and  after  my  installation  I 
appointed  a  large  and  experienced  committee  to  endeavor  to  restore  the 
Bitual  to  its  original  purity.  What  has  been  the  result?  Throughout 
the  entire  jurisdiction  the  Lodges  are  working  with  the  greatest  nniform- 
ity,  and  vie  with  each  other  as  to  who  can  work  with  the  greatest  excels 
lence. 

He  mourns,  with  the  eloquence  of  a  trne  heart,  bereaved  but  hopeful, 

the 

mCATB  or  DB.    LEWIS. 

Among  the  shining  lights  which  during  my  term  of  office  have  passed 
from  the  horizon  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  I  cannot  fail  to  advert  to  the 
overshadowing  loss  sustained  by  the  entire  Fraternity  in  the  death  of 
Winslow  Lewis,  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1875.  In  broken  accents  of 
Affectionate  grief  we  expressed— alas,  how  inadequately  ! — our  sense  ot  a 
bereavement  which  was  then  scarcely  to  be  measured.  The  softening  and 
reconciling  hand  of  Time  has  not  lifted  the  sorrow  from  our  hearts.  The 
genial  and  noble  Brother  has  almost  taken  away  our  affections,  and  hid 
them  in  the  grave  where  he  lies  buried  from  our  sight.  Only  by  the  close 
eye  of  faith  can  we  behold  him  as  he  now  lives,  translated  above  the 
mists  ttnd  the  sorrows  of  earth.  Let  his  life  and  his  record  as  a  Mason 
abide  with  as,  for  its  reproof,  for  it«  correction,  and,  above  ally  for  ita 
good  cheer.  ♦••♦**• 

It  seems  to  be  the  peculiar  privilege  or  good  fortune  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  become  the  recipient  and  custodian  of  those 
treasures  of  masonic  literature  of  the  olden  time,  illustrating  the  inti- 
mate connection  of  Masonic  names  with  the  important  events  of  our  rev^ 
olutionary  struggle,  and  the  dependence  of  struggling  Liberty  for  suc- 
cess and  establishment  upon  Masonic  sympathy  and  deeds  of  patriotism. 
Each  year,  of  late,  the  Massachusetts  reports  have  heralded  some  new 
trophy,  some  historic  gem,  identifying  Masonry  with  the  patriotic  strug- 
gles of  1776;  'till  we  begin  to  look  to  them  now  with  confidence,  as  the 
seasons  roll  'round,  for  the  announcement  of  new  and  still  greater  dis- 
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coveries  counecting  our  worthy  Masonic  ancestors  with  the  Patriot  throng 
of  revolutionary  Heroes.  The  volame  before  as  contains  historic  matter 
of  this  description  that  ought  to  be  placed  on  record  in  the  proceedings,  of 
every  American  Grand  Lodge,  and  become  familiar  to  every  American 
Mason.  We  hope  to  make  room  next  year,  by  curtailing  our  report  in 
other  respects,  for  the  interesting  papers,  described  by  Grand  Master 
Everett  in  the  annexed  letter  of  acknowledgement,  viz: 

GfiikND  Lodge  of  Massachusbttb, 

Office  of  the  Gband  Mabtkb, 

December  14,  1877. 
Bi9kt  W(yrshipful  Marshall  P.    Wilder : 

Deab  Sib  and  B.  W.  Bbother: — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
has  just  received  from  your  fraternal  hands  a  most  welcome  gift,  namely, 
a  well-worn  copy  of  the  Eulo^  on  the  life,  character,  and  services  of  our 
illustrious  Brother,  George  Washington,  pronounced  before  the  Frater- 
nity, at  the  Old  South  Meeting  House,  in  Boston,  on  Feb.  1 1th,  1800,  by 
Timothy  Bigelow.  The  pamphlet  also  contains  two  addresses,  signed  by 
committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  Brothor  Washington  during  the  term 
of  his  Presidency,  with  his  answers  thereto,  and  a  letter  of  condolence  to 
Mrs.  Washington,  written  shortly  &fter  the  decease  ot  her  distinguished 
husband,  with  her  answer,  enclosing  her  gift  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
lock  of  hair  which  has  ever  since  been  regarded  by  the  Fraternity  in  this 
Commonwealth  as  its  choicest  treasure. 

The  historical  associations  evoked  by  your  generous  gift  embrace  not 
t>nly  the  period  of  the  Bevolution  with  its  immediately  succeeding  years, 
into  which  was  gathered  so  much  of  interest  to  our  country  and  our  Fra- 
ternity, but  the  personal  character  and  deeds  of  two  Brethren,  whose 
lives  shed  a  brilliant  lustre  upon  the  causo  of  patriotism  and  of  Mason- 
ry. The  subject  of  the  eulogy  is  to-day,  as  upon  the  day  of  his  death,  en- 
throned first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  *'The  cassia  shall  forever 
bloom  o'er  his  head;  for  he  hath  gone  down  cloudless  in  the  wQst,  ripe  in 
years  and  full  of  glory." 

The  author  of  the  eulogy,  a  Junior  and  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  twice 
a  Grand  blaster  for  a  full  official  terra  of  this  Body,  has  left  for  the  con- 
templation and  ingtructiou  of  his  successors,  a  pleasant  and  delightful 
memory  of  duties  well  done,  of  a  life  well  spent,  and  of  all  the  virtues 
and  graces  of  a  noble  character.  •  •  #  •  » 

GBAND  officers  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Charles  A.  Welch Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Charles  H.  Titus  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Both  elected  by  imavimons  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 


1878.]  APPENDIX.  127 

MICHIGAN. 

We  are  Dot  favore<l  regalarly  with  reports  from  this  active,  busy  hive  of 
intellegent  GraftsmeD,  who  work  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  in  its  parity 
the  Masonic  Art  in  the  lake-hordered  peninsala  of  Michigan,  and,  there- 
fore welcome  the  more  cordially  the  volume  of  proceedings  for  1878,  now 
before  as. 

It  gives  the  work  of  the  M.  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  that  State  at  its  grand 
annaal  commanicatiou  (the  thirty-foarth),  held  at  Grand  Bapids,  Janu- 
ary 22,  A.  L.  5878,  which  was  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
William  Dunham.  We  note  the  attendance  of  Representatives  from  320 
of  the  338  chartered  Lodges  belonging  to  that  jurisdiction  as  a  favorable 
token  of  the  interest  felt  by  her  subordinates  in  the  important  legislative 
and  advisory  duties  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master^s  address  starts  out  with  an  intimation  of  his  inabil- 
ity to  do  the  reqnisite  talking^  to  which,  as  the  lawyers  say,  we  except.  He 
Bays: 

*One  hundred  and  sixty  years  ago  a  worthy  member  of  the  Fraternity 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  compiled  for  the  use  of  Lodges  in  and  about 
Westminster,  the  General  Regulations  known  as  the  Anderson  Constitu- 
tions. These  Regulations  are  regarded  as  high  anthority  among  Masons 
eTer3rwhere,  and,  except  where  they  have  been  modified  by  new  Regula- 
tions, are  still  considered  of  binding  force. 

''Article  XXXYIII  of  these  ancient  regulations,  speaking  in  regard  to 
the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  provides  that,  'The 
Grand  Master  or  his  Deputy,  or  some  brother  appointed  by  him,  shall 
harangue  all  the  brethren,  and  give  them  good  advice.'  As  talking  is  not 
my  forte,  I  wtis  at  first  inclined  to  call  upon  the  Deputy,  or  some  other 
brother,  to  perform  this  impor&nt  duty;  but  upon  examination  into  the 
post  usages  of  this  Grand  Body,  I  found  that  all  my  predecessors  (except 
in  cases  where  they  were  absent)  had  performed  this  duty  in  person,  and 
not  desiring  to  be  the  first  to  depart  from  what  had  hitherto  been  the  rule, 
I  have  concluded  to  attempt  the  performance  of  this  duty  myself.  I  will 
not,  however,  detain  you  long  with  a  harangue,  and  my  words  of  advice 
will  be  few.'* 

He  says  some  good  words  of  Masonic  stability,  eatablishmeni,  but  attrib- 
utes its  evergreen,  or  rather  ever  renewed,  vigor  too  much,  we  think,  to 
conitervaiismj  which  is  to  our  thinking  rather  the  agent  (instrument)  than 
the  cause  of  its  perpetuity.  We  consider  conservatism  rather  a  habit  or 
expression  of  its  life  than  a  cause  of  its  being.  We  quote  a  paragraph  or 
80  to  indicate  his  views  on  the  subject  alluded  to,  viz: 

"Any  one  who  may  study  tbe  spirit  and  genius  of  our  institution  will 
be  impressed  with  the  conservatism  which  pervades  its  history  and  its 
progress,, a ud  which  stands  out  pre-eminently  as  the  cardinal  principle 
underiying  the  whole  fabric    Among  all  nations,  and  all  religions,  and 
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uuder  everj'  form  of  government,  fduce  we  have  any  reliable  trace  of  its 
blBtory,  has  Freemasonry  preserved  the  even  tenor  of  its  way.  In  times 
of  tranquillity  and  peace,  in  times  ot  bloodshed  and  war,  in  times  when 
the  public  mind  has  been  agitated  and  excited  over  questions  which  have 
shaken  the  very  foundations  of  human  society,  in  times  when  pious  zeal 
and  religions  intolerance  have  taken  hold  of  the  passions  of  mou-^smoth- 
eriug  individual  conscience  and  causing  the  commission  of  exceases,  at 
the  bare  cotemplation  ot  which  humanity  shudders,  in  times  of  civil  con- 
vulsion  and  internecine  strife— in  all  and  under  all  circumstances  has  our 
beloved  institution  steadily  kept  and  pursued  the  same  conservative 
course.  Why  has  it  been  thus  V  What  talismanic  influence  causes  the 
wild  waves  of  passion  and  fanaticism  to  break  harmless  at  the  portals  of 
Freemasonry  ?  Is  it  not  owing  to  our  conservatism  V  And  why  has  Free- 
masonry been  thus  always  conservative  ?" 

We  answer  his  queries  by  suggesting  or  answering  that  Love  is  the  real 
life-principle,  the  perpetuating  and  preserving  power  of  Masonry,  of 
which  conservatism  is  but  an  auxiliary  and  exoteric  adjunct  and  attribute. 
Love  is  the  real  inner  life  and  soul  of  Masonry,  and  if  that  soul  were  dead 
not  all  the  beauties  of  conservatism,  nor  age,  nor  universal  esteem  for 
past  services,  could  warm  it  back  to  life  and  renew  its  Wisdom,  Strength 
and  Beauty.  Without  love,  or  charity,  the  empty  casket,  however  adorned 
by  conservatism  and  historic  fbmc,  is  but  an  inexpressive  symbol,  a  far- 
off  echo  of  the  life  that  was  ami  is  not. 

He  reports  eight  new  Lodges  }is  constituted  during  the  year;  speaks  {a- 
vorably  of  the  Craft  under  his  jurisdiction. 

His  decisions  are  quite  numerous  and  very  acceptable,  in  our  judgment 
of  Masonic  law.  We  quote  a  few,  as  bearing  upon  questions  still  mooted 
in  this  and  other  jurisdictions,  viz: 

It  is  the  prerogative  of  a  W.  M.  to  decitte  whether  or  not  he  will  enter- 
tain a  question  relative  to  the  disposition  of  funds  belonging  to  his  Lodge 
and  submit  it  to  a  vote  of  his  Lodge. 

Any  brother  disclosing  the  secret  business  of  the  Lodge,  snch  as  the 
rejection  ot  a  candidate,  or  the  color  of  his  or  another's  ballot,  is  gailty 
of  gross  unmasonic  conduct. 

The  report  ot  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  character  of  a 
petitioner  for  the  degrees  in  Mason rj'  need  not  necessarily  be  contined  to 
the  form  prescribed  by  our  regulations.  It  is  proper  for  the  committee  to 
make  any  remark  it  may  see  tit  to  make  touching  the  moral  conduct  and 
record  of  the  petitioner,  or  to  question  the  petitioner  himself — especially 
as  to  whether  he  has  applied  for  luitiuticm  to  any  other  Lodge. 

It  is  not  proper  to  charge  a  fee  for  a  certificiite  ot  dimit  The  vote  of 
the  Lodge,  granting  a  dimit,  is  itself  the  dimit,  and  the  paper  usually  is- 
sued to  the  dimittetl  brother  is  merely  a  certificate  or  evidence  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Lodge  in  the  premises,  and  nothing  should  be  charged  for  it. 

When  a  Lodge  is  convinced  that  it  has  unjustly  inflicted  Masonic  pun- 
ishment on  a  brother,  it  should  not  wait  for  him  to  petition  for  reparation 
of  the  injustice  done  him,  but  it  should  voluntaiily  and  promptly  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  rectify  its  own  wrong. 
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On  all  questions  before  the  Lodge  every  member  thereof  present  most 
vote,  onless  persomilly  interested  in  the  result,  or  unless  excused  by  a 
unanimourt  vote  of  the  Lodge. 

The  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  EUery  J.  Gbrfield,  resigned  his  office 
on  the  19th  of  NoTember,  1877.  Cause — business  engagements,  prevent- 
ing his  giving  *that  attention  to  the  office  that  it  requires,'*  and  the  Grand 
Master  appointed  R.  W.  Bro.  William  P.  Innes  "to  discharge  for  the  un. 
•xpired  term  the  duties  of  Grand  Secretary." 

FOEEIQN  COBBESPONDENCE. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  P:  Inn  is  makes  a  very  interesting  report  on  cor- 
respondence, though  we  notice  an  incompleteness,  in  the  absence  of  Ala- 
bama and  several  other  Grand  Lodges  from  his  roll  of  proceedings  re- 
viewed. We  regret  that  our  proceedings  should  have  failed  either  to  reach 
him  or  claim  his  attention,  but  our  brother  gives  the  following  reasons 
for  omissions  which  we  accept  as  satisfactory.    He  says: 

''Assuming  the  duties  of  Grand  Secretary  but  a  short  time  ago,  and 
being  since  then  very  much  occupied  with  other  matters  requiring  imme- 
diate attention,  we  have  g^ven  this  review  such  consideration  as  circum- 
stances would  admit  of. 

'*A11  the  proceedings  that  have  come  to  hand  have  been  examined  and 
reviewed. 

**Many  will  not  appear  in  this  report,  as  owing  to  the  late  date  of  issu- 
ing the  last  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  they  were  included  in  that 
report  by  the  former  committee." 

GBAND  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  W.  Finch Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Bro.  William  P.  Innis Grand  Secretary. 

MINNESOTA 

Mourns  the  death  of  her  Most  Worshipful  Grand  IVIaster  James  0. 
Braden,  and  the  report  before  us  gives  the  proceedings  of  a  special  com- 
munication, convened  December  16,  1877,  to  meet  the  body  on  its  arrival 
from  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  the  Grand  Master  died,  and  escort  his 
remains  to  the  place  of  sepulture,  there  to  be  interred  with  Grand  Masonic 
honors.  It  is  rarely  the  case  that  the  Grand  East  is  thus  vacated  by  death 
and  we  truly  sympathize  with  our  brethren  of  Minnesota  in  the  bereav- 
ment  which  caused  them  to  assemble  their  "Lodge  of  Sorrow." 

The  rex>ort  also  furnishes  the  proceedings  of  the  twenty-fifth  annual 
commonication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  at  St  Paul  January  1st,  A.  D. 
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1878.  and  presided  over  by  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  E.  W. 
Darant. 

One  hundred  and  one  subordinate  Lodges  represented  out  of  a  total 
lodge  Register  of  129,  at  that  date,  but  increased  to  133  by  four  charters 
issued  during  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS 

Of  the  R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  appropriate  and  dwells  much  upon 
the  sad  events  which  marked  the  year  just  then  closed  as  one  of  peculiar 
bereiiTement,  for  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Tyler  had  both  dimitted  to 
join  the  Lodge  Celestial. 

He  speaks  eloquently  and  truthfully  of  the  deceased  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  the  following  sentences: 

* 'Brethren,  the  character  of  our  Grand  Master  was  such  as  to  merit  our 
warmest  commendation.  His  character  was  of  that  rare  type  that  men 
delight  to  honor,  and,  my  brethren^  the  honors  we  have  paid,  and  on  this 
day  pay,  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  brother,  are  not  mere  offeriugBto 
the  dead,  or  mere  consolations  to  the  living,  for  honors  paid  to  the  mem- 
ory of  such  a  man  go  beyond,  and  become  incentives  to  those  who,  wit- 
nessing such  scenes,  cannot  remain  insensible  to  the  fact  that  men's  lives 
live  after  them  in  the  memory  of  their  fellow  men  As  a  citizen,  Bro. 
Baden  was  strictly  moral  and  of  rare  ability;  as  a  soldier,  our  State  and 
country  can  testify  of  his  worth,  recorded  as  it  is  in  the  history  of  hard- 
fought  battles;  as  a  husband,  devoted  and  affectionate,  and  solicitoofi 
always  for  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  her  who  in  early  life  he  had 
chosen  to  walk  with  him  life's  pathway  hand  in  hand. 

*'And  now,  my  brethren,  you  have  again,  like  the  Craft  of  old,  assem- 
bled to  receive  instructions  for  your  work.  You  examine  the  trestle 
board,  and  behold  there  are  no  plans  upon  it;  you  look  to  the  East,  and 
the  Grand  Master  is  not  there;  instantly  there  flashes  upon  your  mind  the 
beautiful,  aye,  the  grand  story  upon  which  our  noble  order  is  founded, 
and  in  quick  review  pass  before  yon  the  quarries  and  fellow  crafts  at  work 
— the  mountains  of  Lebanon,  with  their  tall  and  stately  cedars,  solemn 
sentinels  of  that  sombre  land,  and  there  is  Joppa,  where  the  timber  for 
the  building  of  the  Temple  was  brought  by  the  ^ea,  there  she  sita  on  the 
high  hills,  overlooking  the  waves,  while  far  away  to  the  west  shines  the 
Mediteranean,  blue  and  lustrous,  as  a  silken  tunic;  and  there,  too,  is  Je- 
rusalem, the  city  of  the  children  of  God,  and  in  the  minds  of  us  they  are 
building  the  second  Temple;  silently,  stone  by  stone,  rises  the  magnift* 
cent  fabric,  the  temple  of  a  nation,  the  poetry  and  religion  of  a  whole 
people,  grand  and  lofty,  had  found  expression  in  that  one  Temple, 
built  and  dedicated  to  the  one  God. 

"But  a  sliadow  falls  across  the  brightues  of  the  scene.  No  plans  are 
found  upon  the  trestle  board,  and  the  workmen,  looking  each  into  the 
face  of  his  brother,  says,  "Our  Gnind  Master  is  dead.''  So  I  come  to  you 
my  brethren,  this  day,  and  say,  our  Grand  Master  is  dead." 

Notwithstanding  the  very  able  report  on  colored  Masonry  made  by  Bros. 
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Pieison  and  Groodrich  to  the  commnniofitioii  of  1877,  and  the  exhanstive 
discussion  of  the  whole  question,  followed  by  anitlmost  unauimons  vote 
against  the  recognition  ot  Prince  Hull  Grand  Lodge  and  its  snbordinates 
(321  to  7)  this  vexed  question  was  again  presented  to  the  session  of  1878. 
Some  good  brother  proposed  a  resolution  modifying,  if  not  rescinding  the 
action  of  the  previous  Grand  Lodge,  as  *'not  reflecting  the  judgment  of 
this  Grand  Body,  or  of  the  Craft  within  its  jurisdiction."  But  we  are 
glad  to  record  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  promptly  adopted  a  report 
conflrmatoty  ot  its  previous  action,  and  thus  squelched  the  discussion  and 
controversy. 

We  note  one  unpleasant  episode  in  the  proceedings,  and  one,  too,  of 
very  rare  occurrence— the  arraignment  of  P.  G.  Secretary  E.  D.  B.  Porter 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  for  misappropriation  of  Grand  Lodge  funds— a 
dear  case  of  defalcation. 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDBNCE 

Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  gives  us  one  of  his  excellent  reports  on  corres- 
pondence, in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  Grand  Lodges, 
among  which  the  report  of  Alabama  for  1870,  the  56th  annual,  receives 
due  notice  and  consideration. 

We  notice  that  Bro.  Pierson  is  opposed  to  Bro.  Sayre's  resolutions  on 
negro  Masonry  (1876)  and  says  they  are  a  "curiosity.**  -  But  they  were  not 
adopied^  were  tabled  eventually,  and  so  we  drop  the  subject  with  the  re- 
mark that  we  might,  if  in  a  grumbling  mood,  complain  of  Bro.  Pierson 
for-having  treated  these  resolutions  too  much  as  though  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  responsible  for  their  being  qffered. 

We  thank  Bro.  P.  for  a  just  and  well-desetved  compliment  to  Bro.  Tit- 
comb,  chairman  of  our  Committee  on  S.  E.  and  Appeals,  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing allusion  to  the  report  of  that  committee  for  1876,  viz: 

"From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Suspenssons,  Expulsions  and 
Appeals,  we  quote,  and  wish  that  the  extract  was  printed  in  letters  of  gold 
and  suspended  where  it  would  meet  the  eye  of  Masons  in  their  daily  avo- 
cations, lor  the  truths  therein  contained  Ciinnot  be  too  firmly  impressed.** 

GRAND  OFFIOEBS  KLBCT. 

M-  W.  Bro.  E.  W.  Durant Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  K  T.  0.  Pierson  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 


132  APPENDIX-  [1878. 

MISSLSSIPPL 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  held  its  Sixtieth  Atmaal  Comma- 
nicatiou  in  the  city  of  Grenada,  conimeueing  Wednesday  February  6th, 
AD.  1878.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Y.  Murphy,  with  all 
Grand  Officers  (except  Grj\nd  Swori  Bearer)  in  stations,  and  Bepresenta- 
tives  of  a  quorum  of  constituent  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Manter^s  annual  address  is  a  well  arranged  and  appropriate 
niessiige,  from  which  we  shall  make,  extracts  of  such  portions  as  tend  to 
give  our  readers  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  condition  of  Masonry  in 
that  jurisdiction. 

He  very  properly  deprecixtes  the  use  of  Lodge  rooms  for  profane  pur- 
poses,  especially  for  political  meetings  and  social. dancing.  Of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Crafty  he  says: 

**We  have  cause  to  congratulate  each  other  in  the  fact  that  harmony 
prevails  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  with  a  few  slight  exceptions, 
it  may  be  si\fely  tisserted  that  there  is  a  complete  harmony  between  Sab- 
ordinati^  Lodges  and  among  the  Brotherhood,  as  ever  existed  in  the  Or- 
der, since  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  when  comparative  num- 
bers are  considered.     Still  I  have  to  report  what  was  said  in  my  address 
twelve  months  gone  by:    "Our  numbers  have  not  increased  as  in  some 
former  years,*'  and  for  the  same  reason  jis  was  then  given  — "hard  times" — 
only  it  has  been  intensified.     I  consider  this  a  good  omen  — although  we 
all  may  regret  the  cause,   taking  it  for  granted  I  have  given  the  correct 
one— for  I  cannot  believe  the  greatest  danger  to  the  Institution  lies  in  the 
mere  want  of  numbers.     Much  of  the  danger  is  to  be  found  wtthbi  the 
Lodje  ;  consequently  in  proportion  jis  our  numbers  are,  the  quality  being 
bad,  just  in  the  same  ratio  will  injury  accrue  to  Freemasonry.  In  iaetthe 
porting  which  has  been  going  on  in  our  jurisdiction  for  the  past  few 
years,  while  it  has  reduced  our  membership  roll,  has  made  us  much  more 
poworful  for  good.     This  agency  should  not  be  relaxed,  and  when  there 
18  added  to  it  a  strict  tylhuj,  that  is  to  say,  allow  none  to  enter  our  portals 
except  the  trnlij  worthy,  and  in  a  short  time  the  genuine  essence  of  Free- 
masonrv  will  be  fdt,  seen,  and  hmrd.  all  around  us. 

It  is  implied  in  what  I  have  said  that  it  is  not  the  uninitiated,  or  even 
the  Anti-Mason  who  is  endangering  our  Masonic  Temple  moet;  nay, 
verily,  the  asHaultf".  of  foes  from  without  dwindle  into  insignificance  when 
ccnitrjsit'il  with  the  influence  of  had  men  within  who  have  deceived  us,  and 
who  have  perchance  been  too  strongly  recommended  by  personal  friends 
among  us.  Overzeal  of  the  friend  in  trying  to  break  down  «tc«  well  founded 
opposition  to  the  reception  of  a  candidate,  or  as  is  very  often  the  cfise,  in 
trying  to  drive  other  members  from  their  honest  convictions  of  duty, 
where  efforts  are  being  made  to  get  rid  of  the  unworthy,  ver>'  often  pro- 
duces discord,  and  sometimes  results  in  irreparable  injury  to  Subordinate 
Lodges.  Only  men  of  the  strongest  moral  courage  dare  to  use  the  nega- 
tive vote,  in  the  o.k'  or  affirmative,  in  the  other  class  of  cases.  My  idea  of 
duty,  in  such  matters,  is  this:  "oppose  with  firmness  the  unworthy  ap- 
plicant," and  when  a  piece  of  timber  has  been  brought  in,  "which  is  nn- 
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fit  for  the  builder's  use" — when  the  frnit  of  the  tree  is  evil  instead  of 
good— go  forward  with  equal  firmness  and  eurneHtness:  'cut  down  and 
cast  it  out'" 

He  announces  with  appropriate  eulogy  the  death  of  a  veteran  craftman, 
beginning  thus: 

•Our  venerable  Bro.  Benjamin  Springer,  Past  Deputy  Grand  M(ister  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  died  in  the  city  of  Vicksbur^.  on  the  "iOth  ultimo, 
alter  a  protracted  and  painful  illness,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  82  years,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  note  the  fact  that  the  several  Lodges  in  the  "City  of  the 
Hills*  i)aid  the  Itist  siul  tribute  to  his  memory,  in  giving  his  remains  a 
irae  Masonic  burial." 


He  pronounces  the  finances  soumlt  as  the  little  money  they  have  is  full 
enough  for  their  frugal  wants.  Just  here  we  may  as  well  announce  (its 
intimate  relationship  to  the  revenue  question  suggesting  the  matter,  par 
parenthesis)  that  the  Grand  Lodge  voted  to  imiefinltely  postpone  the  la- 
boriously perfected  scheme  (after  two  years  of  incubation)  to  establish  a 
''Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home  and  Industrial  School,"  by  627  yeas  to  156 
nays..  Another  set-fMick  to  the  advoc^itos  of  • 'associate  benevolence,"  but 
the  adherents  to  the  theory  of  '^individuaf  obligation"  will  find,  we  opine, 
that  every  such  failure  will  work  detriment  to  the  institution  in  the  end. 
We  do  not  believe  in  incurring  debts  or  borrowing  money  to  promote 
Grand  Lodge  charities,  but  we  do  claim  that  every  Grand  Body,  by  econo- 
my of  expenditures  and  gradual  accumulations,  can  provide  the  funds 
necessary  to  promote  all  useful  charities  appealing  for  aid  to  the  united 
efforts  of  Masons. 

The  Grand  Master  concludes  his  interesting  address  with  these  judi- 
cious warnings: 

Finally,  my  brethren,  allow  me  to  cherish  the  fond  hope  that  the  busi- 
ness of  this  session  will  be  conducted  harmoniously  and  with  groat  wis- 
dom, so  that  the  rich  fruits  ''of  to-day's  sowing"  may  be  reaped  and  en- 
joyed by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  the  far  distant  future.  I  beg  you  to 
not  allow  the  spirit  of  innovation  to  encroach  upon  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples and  land-marks  of  our  time-honored  Institution.  I  would  warn 
you,  in  this  day  of  progress  and  of  iiew  ilepartures,  that  you  should  bring 
into  recinisition  the  three  virtues  of  prudence,  caution  and  circumspec- 
tion, for,  as  I  have  already  remarke<l,  we  have  more  to  fear  from  inward 
expansion  than  from  outward  pressure.  An  inflated  prosperity  may  yet 
weaken  the  energies  of  our  venerable  Institution,  which  has  survived  the 
storms  of  ages,  and  proudly  Htnudiug  amidst  the  darts  and  fires  of  wicked 
persecution,  has  upon  the  ruin  and  shame  of  its  foes,  erected  its  banner 
triumphantly. 

May  the  enduring  and  gentle  principles  of  the  Order  be  engraven  upon 
year  hearts,  and  may  the  noble  Institution  itself  be  perpetuated  unt^l  it 
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shall  be  8aid  *'time  shall  be  no  more/'  as  spotless  and  as  pure  as  when  the 
'•Wise  King"  dedicated  its  first  temple  of  God. 

Fraternally, 

JNO.  Y.  MURPHY. 

Grand  Maitter. 

R.   W.  Bro.  J.  L.  Power,    Grand  Secretary,   makes,  as  usnal,  a  very 

comprehensive  and  interesting  report.    He  says  of  the  returns  and 

NT7MBEB  OF  LODGES  : 

**W6  have  now  on  the  Register  321  chartered  Lodges,  and  one  under 
dispensation.  The  regulations  retjuire  the  returns  to  be  at  the  Gmnd 
Secretary's  office  bj'  the  10th  of  January.  Only  85  were  received  to  that 
date.  Up  to  and  including  the  4th  inst.  247  returns  were  received  and 
carefully  examined,  and  errors  corrected  where  found.  I  am  happy  to 
report  that  the  returns  are  generally  accurate  and  neatly  prepared.  A 
few  were  prepared  with  pencil,  ctireless  spelling  of  names,  etc." 

Only  247  Lodges  made  lull  returns,  and  these  show  a  net  loss  of  mem- 
bers, stated  at  520.  We  always  read  wiih  pleasure,  and  profit  too,  the  in- 
teresting and  well  matured  reports  made  annually  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mississippi  by  its  able  committee  on  Jurisprudence.  The  committee  for 
1878  consists  of  Bro.  A.  H.  Barclay,  chtiirman,  Frederic  Speed  and  W.  G. 
Pazton,  all  of  them  wise  and  accomplished  Freemasons,  and,  we  think, 
Past  Grand  Masters.  The  report  for  that  year  compares  favorable  with 
those  of  previous  yearn,  and  yet  what  we  consider  one  of  its  most  correct 
decisions  was  overruled  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  rejected  decision  we 
quote  below,  giviug  also  the  question  as  suited: 

(^lesiion — At  a  stated  meeting  of Lodge  a  dimit  was  granted 

Bro.  A.,  but  before  its  issuance  by  the  Secretary  Bro.  B.  who  was  not 
pre8<^nt  at  the  time  the  dimit  was  granted,  presented  objections  thereto, 
and  informed  the  Secretary  that  Bro.  A.  had  been  guilty  of  gros.s  unma- 
sonic  conduct,  and  that  he,  B.,  was  prepared  to  prefer  charges  against  A., 
has  the  Secretary  the  right  to  withhold  the  dimit  until  the  next  stsited 
meeting  of  the  Lodge,  and  can  the  Lodgo  rescind  its  action  had  at  the  lost 
meeting  in  that  behalf? 

Ansicer—The  principle  involved  in  this  ca.se  was  first  announced  by 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  1870,  and  reasserted  in  1871.  Sec.  <>7  and  68  R. 
and  R.,  clearly  give  the  Lodge  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  Had  the  Lodge, 
at  the  time  application  was  made  to  it  for  a  dimit,  been  in  possession  of 
the  fact-s  which  were  afterwards  communicated  to  the  Secretary,  it  would 
have  delayed  the  granting  of  a  dimit,  and  ordered  an  investigation,  and 
the  Secretary  as  the  otficial  organ  of  the  Lodge,  acted  wisely,  and  showed 
his  zeal  for  the  institution  of  Slasonry,  by  delaying  the  whole  matter  nn« 
til  the  Lodge  should  again  meet,  when  the  statements  made  to  him  would 
be  laid  before  the  Lodge,  for  such  action  thereon  as  might  be  deemed 
best  for  the  harmony  of  the  Lodge  and  the  good  of  Masonry.  The  simple 
granting  of  a  dimit  docs  not  deprive  the  Lodge  of  jurisdiction,  xhe 
Lodge  should  cause  the  charges  to  be  preferred,  and  prosecute  the  case. 
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with  a  Tiew  of  ascertaining  the  whole  tnith  of  the  matter.  K  the  brother 
be  foand  guilty  as  charged,  he  onght  to  be  pnnished,  but  if  innocent,  he 
should  at  once  be  furnished  with  the  certificate  of  his  dimit. 

THE  REPOBT  ON  FOBEIGN  COBBS8PONDENCE 

Is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Howry,  and  we  welcome  him  to  the  re- 
portorial  ranks  with  hearty  good  will,  recognizing,  as  we  do,  in  this  his 
first  effort  *'his  fitness  to  be  received  and  mnked  a  knight  among  as,'* 
and  thankfully  appreciating  the  pleasure  and  profit  his  report  has  afforded 
us  in  its  perusal.  When  we  first  approached  this  report,  expecting  again 
to  greet  Bro.  Bush,  (with  whom  we  had  started  a  little  tilt  on  the  ques- 
tion of  what  is  religion  ?  or  mther  is  Masonry  a  religion  ?)  we  confess  to 
a  little  disappointment  at  the  retirement  of  our  recent  opponent  (in  the 
religious  combat),  but  a  more  careful  inspection  of  the  work  satisfied  us 
that  it  had  the  peculiar  form  and  beauty  indicative  of  the  master  work- 
man's skill.  So  we  read  and  examined,  forgetting,  as  we  proceeded,  our 
temporary  disappointment  in  the  change  of  critic,  and  becoming  more 
and  more  interested  in  Bro.  Howry's  well  arranged  and  really  able  report. 

He  reviews  in  alphabetical  order,  and  with  evident  thoroughness  of 
study  and  discriminating  skill  and  fairness,  the  proceedings  of  most  of  our 
American  Grand  Lodges.  His  notice  of  Alabama— report  for  1876 — the 
56th  annual  communication,  is  full  and  very  acceptably  courteous  and 
discriminating. 

By  quotations  from  Grand  Master  Pillans  address,  and  reports  of  com- 
mittees, aided  by  judicious  comments,  he  has  succeeded  in  producing  a 
very  fair  resume^of  our  most  important  work  in  that  year,  and  we  judge 
that  his  report  of  other  Grand  Bodies  is  equally  perfect  and  comprehen- 
sive. 

Hegretting  that  we  can  do  no  more,  time  and  feeble  health  both  requir- 
ing us  to  push  our  work  to  a  speedy  completion,  we  give  his 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  finished  our  task.  Imperfect  as  it  is,  we  submit  it  to  our  own 
Grand  Lodge  with  the  hope  that  the  questions  discussed  may  be  examined 
with  a  liberal  spirit,  and  where  our  opinions  are  not  in  exact  accord  with 
what  may  be  regarded  as  settled  law  and  practice,  that  they  may  not  dis- 
prove too  hastily,  nor  condemn  without  investigation. 

To  our  brethren  of  independent  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  whose  opin- 
ions we  have  commented  on,  we  have  endeavored  to  be  courteous  and 
fmtemaL  In  no  instance  have  we  designedly  made  incisive  blows  or 
sharp  criticisms,  without  feeling  that  we  were  entirely  justified,  and 
acting  in  self-defense,  and  in  the  protection  of  the  honor  of  Mississippi 
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IVIasoDs  and  that  of  her  Grand  Lodge,  'which  are  very  near  and  dear  to  ns. 

We  make  this  candid  acknowledgment  that  we  have  never  come  in  con- 
tact with  a  more  able,  intelligent  and  courteous  body  of  men  than  the 
corps  of  reporters  on  Correspondence,  and  it  has  afforded  us  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  and  delightful  occupations  that  we  have  ever  enjoyed— that 
of  reading  the  able  reports  which  have  fallen  into  our  hands  during  the 
year  1877. 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

J.  M.  HOWRY. 

For  the  Committee. 

GBAND   0FFICEB8  ELEUF. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Charles  T.  Murphy Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  L.  Power  (re-elected) . .   Grand  Secretary. 

MISSOURL 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  assembled  in  its  fifty-seventh 
Grand  Annual  Communication,  in  St.  Louis  Tuesday,  October  9th,  A.  D. 
1877,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Xeno- 
phon  Ryland. 

The  pamphlet  report  of  its  proceedings  is  adorned  by  an  admirable 
steel-plate  engraving  of  their  deceased  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary, 

GEORGE  FRANK  GOULET. 

This  portrait,  in  its  faithful  delineation  of  the  manly  features  and  ge- 
nial facial  expression  of  this  universally  loved  and  mourned  masonic 
nobleman,  awakens  anew  the  coronach  of  griei,  while  yet  renewing  "with 
sweet  sorrow*'  the  remembrance  of  our  personal  friendship  and  pleasant 
intercourse  with  the  deceased  in  days  "lang  syne." 

The  volume  before  us  is  full  to  overflowing  of  evidences  of  the  nsefol 
and  exalted  position  this  true  mason  had  attained  among  his  brethren, 
and  of  their  love  and  admiration  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  head  and 
heart.  The  memorial  proceedings  at  their  special  communication  of  Oc- 
tober 11th,  1877,  give  bountiful  expression  to  the  worth  of  our  deceased 
brother,  while  they  but  echo  the  sorrows  of  the  great  masonic  world  at 
the  loss  of  ' '  so  great  and  so  good  a  man  **  as  that  once  eloquent  defender 
of  our  faith,  the  dead  to  earth,  but  now  risen  and  glorified  immortal, 
Geo.  Frank  Gouley.  Among  the  many  memorial  tributes  to  his  mem- 
ory, we  find  none  more  suited  to  our  taste  (and  space  as  well)  than  the 
following  obituary  record,  extracted  from  the  annual  address  of  M.  W. 
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Ontnd  Matiter  Byland,  which  we  adopt,  and  with  it  conclnde  oor  necessa- 
rily brief  memorial  tribute  to  Bro.  Gouley,  viz: 


OBOBOE  FBANK  OOULEY. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  April,  1877,  oar  Brother,  George  Frank 
Gooley,  perished  in  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Southern  Hotel,  in  the 
city  of  St.  Louis.  No  event  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  has  ever 
caused  such  universal  sorrow  as  that  which  followed  the  announcement  of 
the  horrible  death  of  this  distinguished  mason.  George  Frank  Gouley 
was  bom  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  the  15th  day  ot  February,  1832. 
He  was  made  a  mason  in  ^¥ashington  City,  and  from  thence  removing 
West,  he  finally  located  in  St .  Louis.  His  first  connection  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  as  assistant  to  Grand  Secretary  Anthony  O'SuUivan,  whom  he 
succeeded  in  office,  in  1866.  The  Masons  of  Missouri,  in  appreciation  of 
his  real  worth  and  merit,  continued  him  in  this  office  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  Sensible  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  brethren,  he  labored 
most  arduously  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  win 
for  her  a  commanding  position  in  the  masonic  world.  The  reputation 
and  character  now  sustained  attest  well  the  result  of  his  personal  labors. 
While  thus  unselfishly  working  for  the  glory  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  he 
never  forgot  the  universality  of  Masonry,  and  unconsciously  was  making- 
for  himself  a  name  that  will  be  remembered  so  long  as  mortals  have  need 
of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth.  The  presentiment  of  a  sudden  and 
anezpected  death  called  forth  the  finer  sensibilities  of  his  nature,  and  gave 
him  no  time  to  brood  over  or  cherish  animosities.  He  was  constantly 
guarded  in  his  actions,  for  fear  that  offense  might  be  taken  when  it  was 
not  intended,  and  of  the  want  of  opportunity  to  correct  such  false  im- 
pression.    A  voice  seemed  to  whisper  to  him, 

*'  While  others  set,  thy  sun  shall  fall. 
Night  without  eve  shall  close  on  thee; 

And  He  who  made  with  sudden  call 
Shall  bid,  and  thou  shalt  cease  to  be." 

The  night  came,  and  no  eve  has  yet  followed  it  His  work  was  done. 
For  the  benefit  of  those  who  should  succeed  him,  he  had  carefully  ar- 
ranged the  tabular  statement^  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  1876.  The 
last  important  work  intrusted  to  him  was  finished,  happily  for  us,  under 
his  care  and  supervision,  and  the  history  of  this  body  stmds  forth  com- 
pleted in  the  reprint  of  its  early  proceedings.  The  hand  that  gave  order 
and  harmony  to  our  work  for  so  many  years,  and  that  never  was  empty  in 
answer  to  the  call  of  charity,  is  cold  in'death.  Our  column  of  beauty  has 
fallen,  and,  weeping,  we  cannot  replace  it  The  body  of  Brother  Gouley 
lay  in  state  in  this  hall  for  forty-eight  hours,  guarded  by  the  Sir  Knif^hts 
of  St  Louis.  No  more  eloquent  tribute  to  his  memory  was  offered  than 
the  silent  tear  that  wet  the  cheek  of  so  many  thousands  that  came  to  view 
for  the  last  time  the  man  who  had  so  little  selfishness,  and  whose  heart 
was  as  foil  of  sunshine  as  the  light  which  beamed  from  his  face  seemed 
^ill  of  beneTolenoe.    His  remains  were  carried  to  the  receiving  vault  in 
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Bellefontaine  by  Missouri  Lodge  No.  1,  escorted  by  the  Grand  Ck>in- 
mandery  of  Missouri.  As  the  mounifal  procession  moved  through  the 
streets  of  St.  Louis,  the  iissembled  thousands  testified  the  aniveraal  es- 
teem in  which  our  brother  was  held,  as  well  as  marked  the  saddest  calam- 
ity  that  had  ever  befallen  the  city.  The  remains  of  Brother  Goniey  sleep 
not  in  the  soil  of  Missouri.  It  is  true,  a  resting  place  more  sweet  ana 
lovely  cannot  be  found  than  was  tendered  in  Bellefontaine  Cemetery, 
along  whose  borders  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  roll,  and  on  whose  for- 
ests and  sloping  hills  the  setting  sun  always  lingers  with  peculiar  bright- 
ness.  We  could  not  deny  the  request  of  the  aged  mother,  that  the  lifeiess 
body  of  her  boy  might  -be  returned  to  the  spot  that  gave  him  birth,  for 
we  knew  she  would  "deem  the  dead  more  near  in  native  land."  The 
precious  casket  was  transmitted  to  Delaware,  and  deposited  in  its  last 
resting  place  by  faithful  hands. 

To  the  Masons  of  Delaware  we  say,  guard  well  that  spot,  for  we  have 
**  lifted  the  comer  of  the  sod  under  that  low,  green  tent,  whose  curtains 
never  outAvard  swing,  and  have  planted  there  our  hearts." 

In  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  we  tender  to  the  widow 
of  our  brother  our  sympathy  and  affection.  There  is  no  sorrow  like  ante 
that  which  has  fallen  to  her  lot  We  accept  with  gratitude  the  expres- 
sions of  grief  and  words  of  comfort  that  have  c^me  from  our  sister  juris- 
dictions We  hope  that  he  who  so  often  greeted  us  with  welcome  at  our 
annual  convocations,  like  the  flowers  which  relieved  the  sombre  darkness 
pervading  this  hall  when  last  we  saw  his  familiar  features,  will  stand  at 
the  door  of  the  Celestial  Grand  Lodge,  **  golden-hearted,  clad  in  white,*' 
to  receive  us,  as  one  by  one  we  are  summoned  from  labor  to  refreshment. 


We  have  alluded  to  Grand  Master  Byland's  address  as  excellent ;  it  ia 
truly  so,  and  abounds  alike  with  useful  business  suggestions  and  elo- 
quently expressed  thoughts,  which,  like  all  real  beauties,  whether  of 
mind,  nature,  or  of  art,  are  a  joy  forever.  We  shall  freely  appropriate 
such  of  its  beauties  as  our  space  will  permit.  He  rebukes  the  election- 
eerers  in  his  prompt  denunciation  of  Palmyra  Lodge  for  an  e&ort,  throogh 
circulars  sent  to  the  different  Lodges,  to  suggest  the  name  of  one  of  its 
members  as  a  suitable  successor  of  Bro.  Gouley  (deceased)  as  Grand  Seo- 
retary.  Some  political  wire-pullers  had  demoralized  the  Lodge  with  the 
notion  that  Masonry  permitted  such  profane  practices,  designed  to  create 
or  forestall  public  sentiment  The  author  of  the  circular  is  probably  now 
a  wiser  if  not  a  better  mason,  after  incurring  the  just  rebuke  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  decisions  are  numerous  and  well  rendered.     We  quote  only  his 

review  and  decision  of  the  question  of  **  mixed  funerals,"  viz: 

'*Can  a  Lodge  of  Masons,  when  requested  to  conduct  the  funeral  cere- 
monies of  a  deceased  brother,  who  was  also  a  member  of  non-masonio 
associations,  share  with  such  associations  the  right  of  appointing  pall- 
bearers, or  allow  them  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  at  the  grave? 
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The  difficulties  sorronnding  this  qnestion  are  recognized.  If  do  reqaeet 
is  made,  we  have  no  right  whatever  to  appear  in  procession  with  other 
aesociationB  which  have  been  requested  to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  of 
burial  oyer  the  remains  of  a  deceased  brother.  This  is  a  rock  of  offense 
to  such  associationss.  If  the  request  is  legally  and  properly  made  to  a 
masonic  lodge,  then,  in  performing  these  ceremonies,  it  must  have  abso- 
lute control;  and  in  thoKe  jurisdictions  permitting  other  associations  to 
assist  at  the  grave,  the  lodge  performs  its  ceremonies  last.  This  gives 
offense. 

We  cannot  afford  to  apologize  to  other  associations  for  our  laws.  They 
have  been  handed  down  to  us  from  generation  to  generation,  and  we  can 
suffer  no  infringement  upon  them.  The  lodge  on  such  occasions  is  at 
labor,  and  no  one  not  a  mason  can  participate  therein.  Non-affiliated 
Masons  cannot  appear  in  our  processions.  Why  exclude  them,  as  well  as 
our  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts,  if  profanes  are  to  assist  in 
the  labor?  There  is  no  question  of  courtesy  here.  It  is  a  question  of 
masonic  law,  and  is  not  rightly  viewed  in  any  other  light 

'  There  is  no  prohibition  against  any  other  associations  following  the 
lodge  in  procession  to  the  grave,  thus  testifying  their  respect  to  the  dead, 
but  they  are  excluded  from  all  further  participation. 

This  is  the  only  rule  that  will  prevent  conflicts  on  such  mournful  occa- 
sions, and  is  in  strict  accordance  with  our  principles. 

Decision, — That  a  masonic  lodge  is  at  labor  when  conducting  funeral 
services,  and  in  the  performance  of  this  or  other  masonic  labor  in  public 
it  must  have  absolute  control;  and,  while  exercising  this  control,  no  non- 
masonic  associations  shall  be  permitted  to  participate.  This,  of  course, 
does  not  extend  to  religious  exercises. 

The  creation  of  four  new  lodges  was  authorized  by  Dispensation. 

His  opinion  of  the  infidel  innovation  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  is 
eloquently  foreshadowed  in  the  following  beautiful  demonstration  of  the 
masonic  faith  in  the 

HOLY  BIBLE. 

The  question  has  been  asked,  with  practical  force,  Should  a  mason  be 
installed  into  office  who  is  habitually  guilty  of  denouncing  the  Bible?  It 
was  put  at  rest  by  the  accused  acknowledging  the  error  of  such  conduct, 
and  promising  its  avoidance  in  future.  From  the  very  nature  of  Masonry 
there  can  never  be  added  to  the  solemn  religious  test  which  the  profane 
finds  applied  to  him  ere  he  crosses  the  threshold  of  her  mystic  Temple. 
Perish  the  band  that  will  attempt  to  mar  or  overthrow  it !  Masonry  has 
never  claimed  to  exercise,  nor  has  she  any  desire  to  encroach  upon,  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Church.  She  finds  man  in  darkness,  and  on  her  altar, 
as  the  first  object  of  his  vision,  open  wide  the  sacred  volume  stands  It 
is  given  to  him  as  the  rule  and  guide  for  his  faith  and  practice.  He  is 
not  commanded  to  accept  or  reject  it  as  a  whole.  It  is  simply  spread 
open  before  him.  The  joy  that  filled  the  heart  of  the  devout  Israelite 
when  the  **  book  of  the  law,"  long  lost,  was  found,  still  finds  its  place  in 
the  maaonic  heart  The  light  of  our  lodge  homes  will  never  be  dimmed 
so  long  as  that  book  is  kept  open.  While  its  open  pages  are  the  founda- 
tion on  which  rests  the  square  of  truth,  and  it  is  touched  by  the  circle 
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drawn  by  the  elevated  points  of  the  compasses,,  darknesn  will  be  dispelled, 
and  the  enemies  of  Masonry  will  strike  at  her  in  vain.     He  who,  oy  de- 
nouncing the  Bible,  wonld  thrust  discord  into  his  lodge,  and  become  a 
disturbing  element,  will  find  himself  led  therefrom  throttled  by  the  cable- 
tow  of  harmony.     Like  the  proud  bird  that  hurls  his  breast  against  the 
storm,  seeking  to  reach  the  light  of  the  sun  beyond  the  cloud,  finds  itself 
dashed  to  the  earth  with  soiled  and  broken  plumage,  so  the  mason  that 
thrusts  himHelf  against  our  Book  of  Constitutions,  in  searching  for  light 
beyond,  will  find  himself  at  last  thrown  down  by  the  contact  into  deeper 
darkness  of  ignorunce  and  error,  amid  the  rubbish  of  our  temple.     '*  For 
the  miracles  of  God  have  ceased,  and  Nature,  secure  and  unmolested,  is 
no  longer  called  on  for  testimony  to  her  Creator's  voice.    No  burning 
bush  draws  the  footsteps  to  His  prescsnce  chamber;    no  invisible  voice 
holds  the  ear  awake;  no  hand  cometh  forth  from  the  obscure  to  write  His 
purposes  in  letters  of  flame.     The  vision  is  shut  up,  and  the  testimony  is 
sealed,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  ended,  and  that  solitary  volume  is  the 
sum  total  of  all  for  which  the  chariot  of  heaven  made  so  many  visits  to 
the  earth,  and  God  himself  tabernacled  and  dwelt  among  ns. '    It  was  the 
day -star  of  the  hopes  of  our  fathers — their  pavilion  of  peace.     So  may  it 
be  ourF. 

In  closing  his  address,  he  pleads  alike  for  faith  and  charity j  thus: 

It  has  been  said  that  a  famous  light-house  off  the  coast  of  Comwall,. 
England,  was  first  built  by  an  eccentric  genius,  who,  proud  of  its  stmct- 
nre,  from  its  balcony  defied  the  storm.  The  night  ciiime  when  the  sea 
swallowed  up  the  tower  and  its  builder.  It  was  built  a  second  time  of 
wood  and  stone,  by  another,  who  perished  in  the  flames  that  destroyed  it. 
Yet  the  third  time  it  lifted  up  its  head  under  the  skill  of  the  builder,  who 
from  the  rock  of  the  foundation  took  the  stone  of  superstructure.  Upon 
its  lower  course  was  inscribed,  *'  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they 
lobor  in  vain  that  build  it."  And  on  its  key-stone,  above  the  lantern,  the 
simple  tribute,  "Laus  Deo."  And  the  structure  still  stands,  holding  its 
beacon-light  to  the  storm -tossed  mariner. 

The  Temple  we  are  erecting  has  for  its  foundation-stone,  **  Trust  in 
Grod."  In  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  we  draw  from  this  foundation  mate- 
rial  fur  our  superstructure,  and  so  long  as  we  shall  labor  with  temperance, 
prudence  and  justice,  our  building  shall  rise  in  wisdom, .strength  and 
beauty. 

In  the  performance  of  our  work,  let  us  hold  aloft  the  Oreat  Light  which 
enables  uk  to  separate  the  good  from  the  evil,  and  may  we  lead  our  fellow- 
men  to  the  true  knowledge  and  worship  of  Him  who  alone  can  **  caose 
onr  feet  to  stand  m  an  even  place."  Then  shall  there  be  said  of  it,  **'rhe 
sun  will  no  more  be  thy  light  by  day.  neither  for  brightness  shall  the 
moon  give  light  unfo  thee:  but  the  Lord  shall  bo  unto  thee  aneverlasting^ 
light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory."  In  the  Ktudy  of  our  ritual,  let  us  not  for- 
get that  our  work  and  influence  must  be  felt  beyond  our  masonic  halls. 
He  alone  earns  for  himself  the  title  of  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  that  uses  his  light  aud  knowledge  not  only  to  restrain,  but  to 
call  back  his  brother  from  error's  way,  and  to  alleviate  the  woes  and  mis- 
fortunes ot  his  tellow-mau.  High  upon  the  Rocky  Mountains  there 
blooms  a  little  flower,  light  and  graceful  in  form.  Though  the  storms 
hover  around  it,  come  early  and  linger  late,  it  refreshes  the  air  with  its 
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perfume  and  fragrance.  There  is  no  place  ro  bleak  and  barren,  pressed 
by  the  feet  of  man.  bnt  there  he  may  leave  evidence  of  his  kinship  to  the 
Great  Creator,  if  he  will  only  imitate  the  Divine  example.  Here  and 
there  he  may  scatter  words  of  kindness,  love  and  sympathy,  and  by  acts 
of  mercy  refresh  with  perfume  even  the  last  darkness  that  must  come  to 
the  tired  and  worn  spirit.  If  we  would  always  be  on  the  alert  in  the  dark 
and  by-ways  of  earth  through  which  we  must  travel,  we  may  discover 
hearts  bending  l>efore  the  cold  winds  and  storms  of  adversity,  into  which 
we  may  drop  the  seed  • '  whose  bloom  the  world  shull  see. "  Our  laws  may 
be  without  a  daw,  the  truths  we  teach  and  principles  we  hold  perfect  in 
their  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  man,  but  without  we  put  them  to  practi- 
cal use,  our  tenets  of  Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth  are  meaningless 
words. 

Action  on  the  recognition  of  the  *' Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,"  and  the 
**  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,''  was  postponed  until  the  next  annual  communi- 
cation of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  W.  Luke.  Grand  Secretary  and  chairman,  gives  ns  a  very 
able  review  on  correspondence,  comprising  a  deUiiled  examination- of  the 
proceedings  of  fifty-two  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  a  very  instructive 
compendiam  of  intelligence  as  to  the  status  and  doings  of  the  most  im- 
portant European  Grand  Bodies. 

We  find  the  Report  of  Alabama  for  1876— 56th  Annual  Communication — 
noticed  with  due  and  courteous  considemtion.  Bro.  Luke  seems  to  add 
to  that  due  proportion  of  industry,  skill  and  perseverance  so  necessary  to 
the  successful  accomplishment  of  rcportorial  labor,  those  qualities  of 
refinement  and  spiritual  susceptibility  (if  we  may  use  such  a  mode  of 
expressing  our  thought)  which  enable  him  to  adorn  his  work  with  senti- 
ments (which  some  call  imaginings)  that  are  to  us  the  true  indices  of  in- 
spirational enlightenment.  He  did  not  imagine,  but  really /<>/(,  the  influ- 
ences (perhaps  himself,  the  while,  intending  only  an  rhetorical  apotheo- 
ais  to  the  manes  of  the  departed  (jreat)  which  he  pleasantly  pictures  in 
the  annexed  closing  paragraphs  of  his  review,  viz: 

Our  work  is  finished.  As  the  excitement  which  has  sustained  us 
through  some  weeks  of  incessant  labor  gmdually  abates,  now  in  the  "tcfe 
simi.'  hiAirs  "  of  the  night  we  feel  ourselves  relapsing  into  that  sadness  of 
thought  which  almost  overcame  us  wht^n  this  undertaking  was  first  before 
OS,  and  as  the  almost  living  forms  that  were  present  to  our  imagination 
gradually  fade  away,  wearied  nature  asserts  itself,  the  pen  fails  in  our 
grasp,  and  we  feel  indeed  that  we  are  alone. 

No,  not  alone  !  It  was  a  truth  that  Bro.  Corson  uttered  when  he  said 
that  the  place  was'hauuted.  Aye,  it  is  haunted  !  we  felt  it  at  the  outlet, 
and  we  feel  it  now.  As  we  droop  over  this  last  page,  forth  from  the  misty 
past  glides  a  Bbadowy  band  of  those  renowned  brethren  who  so  moulded 
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the  destiny  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missonri.  We  recognize  them  as  they 
pass.  Among  them  is  Bro.  A.  O'SuUivan,  the  Ajax  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  last,  bat  not  least,  Bro.  George  Frank  Gonle^',  her  lamented  cham- 
pion. He  looks  p.t  oar  work  with  a  single  comprehensive  glance,  and  the 
air  seems  to  whisper  to  us,  as  in  days  gone  by,  his  marmar  of  approval; 
he  points  with  a  smile  to  the  names  of  his  former  associates  of  the  ooips, 
and  then,  as  his  form  slowly  disappears,  we  hear  the  gradoally  softening 
refrain  of  his  last  words,  Farewell !  Farewell ! 

NEBRASKA. 

The  twentieth  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Nebraska  assembled  at  Omaha  Tuesday,  June  19th,  A.  D.  1877 — (on  which 
day  also  was  held  a  special  ceremonial  communication  commemorating 
the  completion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  edifice,  the  comer-stone  of  which  was 
laid  in  Ample  Form  26th  October,  1676). 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  H.  Thummel  presided,  and  delivered  a 
well-written  and  interesting  annual  message. 

We  quote  a  few  paragraphs,  as  indicative  of  the  condition  and  work  of 
the  brethren  of  Nebraska,  viz: 

During  the  interim  since  our  last  assembling,  the  blessings  of  peace, 
quietness  and  prosperity  have  reigned  throughout  our  Grand  Jurisdiction ; 
harmony  prevails,  and  the  craft  are  busy  at  their  labors,  and  will  present 
the  fruits  of  the  year  for  your  inspection  and  approvaL  Our  hitherto 
pleasant  relations  with  sister  Grand  Lodges  remain  unbroken,  and  de- 
siring to  further  promote  a  closer  relation,  and  cultivate  more  of  the 
spirit  of  true  brotherly  love  and  friendship,  I  have  taken  great  pleasure 
iu  appointing  representatives  of  this  Grand  Lodge  near  other  Grand 
Lodges,  with  whom  we  were  in  fraternal  accord,  where  vacancies  existed. 

Five  new  lodges  were  created  by  Dispensation.  He  suggests  action  cm 
a  subject  of  no  little  importance,  saying: 

At  the  last  session,  the  question  as  to  **How  many  masons,  members  of 
the  lodge,  constitute  a  lodge  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  affiun 
thereof  V  "  was  submitted  and  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee,  who  I 
presume  will  report  at  this  session,  as  many  letters  of  inquiry  have  been 
received  iu  regard  to  this  question.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  settled  by  this 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  present  sitting,  as  much  difference  of  opinion  is  en- 
tertained in  regard  to  this,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  a  uniform  rale 
be  adopted  and  adhered  to. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  eight  as  the  indispensable 
number,  but  the  report  was  laid  upon  the  table.  On  the  question  of  the 
recognition  of  colored  lodges  he  says: 

The  (juestiou  of  the  recognition  of  colored  lodges  will  also  claim  yonr 
attention,  and  I  ask  of  you  that  careful  consideration  which  the  gravity 
of  the  subject  demands;  and  as  the  report  of.  your  committee  should  be 
thoroughly  considered  by  the  members  on  this  floor,  it  may,  perhaps^  be 
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wisdom  OD  oar  part  to  receive  the  report  and  delay  disciuwion  thereon 
QDtil  our  next  annual  communication.  I  make  thin  only  as  a  suggestion, 
feeling  satisfied  that  your  own  c^od  judgment  will  decide  what  is  best 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  made  an  able  report  on  this  subject, 
which,  we  observe  by  the  minutes,  was  laid  on  the  table— meaning,  we 
suppose,  that  action  was  deferred  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  Grand  Blaster.     That  report  was  decidedly  adverse  to  recognition. 

Bro.  Bowen,  Grand  Secretary,  made  an  able  and  useful  report,  combining 
with  the  statement  of  his  routine  official  acts,  many  interesting  statistics  of 
masonry,  and  also  a  compilation  of  the  existing  laws  and  regulations  of 
that  jurisdiction. 

Two  orations  were  delivered,  one  beiore  the  regular  communication,  by 
W.  Bro.  Mark  W.  Wilcox,  and  the  other  at  the  special  and  public  assem- 
bly celebrating  the  completion  of  the  Temple,  by  B.  W.  Fftst  Grand  Mas- 
ter Robert  G.  Jordan.  Both  addresses  are  interesting  and  apropos  to  the 
occasions  which  suggested  their  delivery. 

Nebraska  has  53  chartered  lodges  in  her  jurisdiction. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

GBAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 


• 


M.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Liniuger Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  William  B.  Bowen  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

NEVADA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada,  at  its  thir- 
teenth annual  grand  communication,  held  in  the  City  of  Virginia,  Tues- 
day, June  12th,  A.  D.  1877,  are  before  us,  and  cordially  welcomed. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
George  Robinson,  all  grand  officers  at  their  stations,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  representatives  of  eight  constituent  lodges  (of  a  total  of  19  lodges 
in  the  jurisdiction.) 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  very  brief,  but  unexceptionable  in  mat- 
ter and  style. 

We  quote  from  his  message  as  follows: 

Masonry  not  only  claims  for  itself,  but  common  sense  concedes  to  it, 
the  highest  place  among  all  societies  of  mere  human  invention.  Laden 
with  the  hoary  years  of  autinquity,  yet  vigorous  and  strong  as  with  the 
sinews  of  youth,  it  has  ever  merited  and  received  the  divine  approbation 
of  heaven.  How  important,  then,  that  we,  the  descendants  of  those  re- 
vered fathers  of  the  institution  who  placed  it  upon  a  foundation  so  firm, 
should  so  gfoard  it  that,  as  unsullied  as  it  has  been  handed  down  to  us,  so 
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shall  we  trAnsmit  it  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  ns  to  bear  its  bnrends 
and  share  in  its  rewardn.  In  this  spirit,  thiis  imperfectly  painted,  I  haTe 
endeavorcMl  to  work  during  the  brief  psriod  which  has  elapHed  since  yon 
recalled  me  to  this  important  station;  in  this  spirit  may  all  the  work  of 
this  and  each  succeeding  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  accom- 
plished. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the  (^reat  depression  io  bosi- 
ness  and  financial  affairs  throaghoat  this  jurisdiction,  I  can  congratnlate 
yon  upon  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  lodges  in  a  material  sense; 
while  I  am  still  more  happy,  and  indeed  proud,  to  say  that  general  peace, 
and  harmony,  and  accord  prevail  within  our  borders.  I  have  not  been 
called  upon  to  exercise  any  of  the  disciplinary  powera  vested  in  me  as 
your  Grand  Master.  As  a  rule,  the  brethren  seem  to  be  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  principles  of  our  great  frateniity;  and  the  exceptions  are 
so  few,  and  occur  in  such  unimportant  points,  as,  while  they  display  only 
the  ordinary  weakness  of  human  nature,  assure  us  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
the  humanizing  influence  of  our  tenets. 

Ho  recommended  no  legislation,  belieying  that  none  was  necessary. 
He  thinks  that  their  ^'constitution,  based  upon  the  true  theory  of  masonic 
government,  with  a  strict  adherence  to  the  landmarks  of  the  craft,'*  pro- 
vide amply  for  the  government  and  prosperity  of  the  lodges. 

Brother  Grand  8ecret«iry  Chubbuck  called  attention  to  the  following 
proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution,  as  pending  for  action  at  this 
communication,  viz: 

In  accordance  with  the  constitution,  I  report  the  following  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence,  to  report  uix)n  at  this  annual  grand  communication,  viz: 

To  amend  Section  110,  Article  I,  Part  V,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 
*'  No  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  a  lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,  aliMl 
be  entitled  to  a  dimit  in  any  case,  except  for  the  purpose  of  affiliating 
with  another  lodge,  nor  until  the  lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member  shall  re- 
ceive official  notice  from  the  secretary,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  lodge 
applied  to  for  membership,  of  the  fact  of  such  application  having  been 
made.  Upon  the  receipt  of  such  notice,  and  the  payment  of  all  dues,  a 
mcml)er  may  be  dimitted,  by  making  application  at  any  stated  communi- 
cation of  his  lodge." 

Subsequently  this  amendment,  *' after  considerable  discussion,'*  was 
voted  upon  and  *'was  lost" 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro.  R.  H.  Taylor,  for  the  committee,  gives  us  one  of  his  comprehen- 
sive and  excellent  reports.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-five 
Grand  Lodges,  and  we  think  has  added  to  his  reputation  as  a  skilfol  and 
discriminating  reporter. 

The  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1876~the  56th  annual  report— are 
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elaborately  reviewed,  (jnotiug  from  and  coniincnding  the  aunnal  address, 
the  report  of  committee  ou  RUHpecmion,  cxpolsiou  and  appeals,  etc.,  of 
that  commuDication  CiblC^.)  We  quote  from  bis  *' conclusion'*  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

The  masonic  questions  most  discussed  (reference  to  which  will  be  found 
throughout  our  report)  have  been — 1st,  Ifie  rUjht  of  (limit.  It  seems  to  be 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  that  a  brother  clear  upon  the  books  of  his 
lodge,  and  against  whom  there  are  no  charges,  has  the  absolule  right  to  be 
dimitt€d.  This  opinion  accords  with  our  constitutional  provision  upon 
the  subject  2d,  Diplomas.  Is  it,  or  not  masonic  to  recjuire  a  visiting 
brother  to  present  a  diploma?  Opinions  are  divided;  ours  is  that  the 
best  diploma  a  brother  can  possess  is  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  esHentinls 
of  the  work  and  ritual  of  Freemiuisonry.  Meantime,  however,  inasmuch 
as  the  regulations  of  a  number  of  Grand  Lodges  recmire  the  production 
of  a  diploma,  brothers  in  this  juriFidiction  contemplating  a  visit  to  any 
other  jurisdiction  should  obtain  a  Grand  Lodge  diploma  from  our  Grand 
Secretary.  3d,  The  poicers  of  Grand  RepresetUatives.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  in  the  addresses  of  several  Grand  Masters,  as  well  as  in  re{>orts,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  represent^itives  from  one  Grand  Lodge  to  an- 
other be  charged  with  some  spcific  diUie.s,  as  well  as  the  honor  of  such 
represeutatiatiou.  We  have  no  suggestion  to  offer  at  this  time;  let  the 
matter  be  more  thoroughly  discussed,  and  perhaps  some  Eort  of  system 
may  be  arrived  at  all  around  the  circle. 

(tBAND   OFFICEUH   ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Merrill  P.  Freeman Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Samuel  W.  Chubbuck   (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

The  tenth  annual  communioition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Bruns- 
wick convened  at  the  City  of  Saiut  Johns,  Wednesday,  September  2()th, 
A.  D.  1877. 

The  proceedings  submitted  to  us  in  the  well-arranged  report  of  Bro. 
Grand  Secretary  Bunting  are  interesting,  and  we  regret  that  our  feeble 
condition  as  to  health  forces  us  to  pass  over  matter  contiiued  therein 
which  would,  under  more  favorable  conditions,  command  a  more  elabo- 
rate review. 

Grand  Master  M.  W.  Robert  T.  Clinch  delivered  an  excellent  annual 
address,  from  which  we  extract  his  allusions  to  the  great  calamity  that  de- 
stroyed their  "city  and  Temple,"  viz: 

*'0n  the  twentieth  day  of  Juno  last,  the  scourge  of  fire  laid  in  ashes 
three-fourths  of  our  city,  and  we  stood  appalled  at  the  greatness  of  the 
disaster  which,  for  a  time,  seemed  to  overwhelm  every  hope.     But  the 

10 
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very  magnitude  of  the  calamity  gave  the  first  incentive  to  exertion,  as 
from  all  directions  were  borne  in  upon  uh  help  for  the  present  and  en- 
conragement  lor  the  futnro.  Oar  deep  distress  awoke  the  kindliest  sym- 
pathy, and  former  rivalries  were  forgotten,  and  sectional  differences 
disappeared,  as  from  every  part  of  the  Dominion,  from  sister  provinces, 
from  the  United  States,  and  from  the  mother  country,  substantial  help 
and  cordial  sympathy  awoke  us  to  effort,  and  the  very  few  months  that 
have  elapsed  witness  exertion  happily  made  to  restore  our  trade  and  re- 
build our  desoLited  homes. 

**In  this  great  distress  our  beloved  fraternity  had  its  full  shtire,  the  city 
lodges  having,  with  their  place  of  meeting,  lost  all  their  regalia  and  ma- 
sonic property.  Through  the  forethought  of  the  V.  W.,  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary, tho  regalia  of  Grand  Lodge  was  saved  from  destruction,  but  the 
valuable  library  and  other  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  destroyed. 
Among  the  individual  sufferers,  in  a  few  hours  rendered  homeless  and 
destitute,  were  many  members  of  the  fraternity.  A  General  Masonic 
Board  of  Relief  was  immediately  organized;  liberal  contributions  were 
received  from  sister  Grand  Lodges  and  other  Masonic  bodies,  and  from 
sympathizing  brethren,  and  thus  we  were  enabled  to  afford  some  present 
assistance  to  those  most  in  need  of  help .  The  full  particulars  of  this  or- 
ganization, and  of  the  various  contributions,  will  be  laid  before  you,  and 
Grand  Lodge  will  make  suitable  record  of  the  generous  assistance  and 
fraternal  sympathy  which  in  this  time  of  our  deep  distress  have  gladdened 
our  hearts  and  enabled  us  to  afford  substantial  relief  to  our  safferiDg 
brethren." 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  as  also  that  of  the  Board  of  Gene- 
ral purposes,  intimate  a  fair  degree  of  pros])erity  and  a  hopeful  determi- 
nation as  rapidly  as  possible  to  repair  the  losses  sustained  in  the  great 
fire. 

c;RAND  Ol-TICERS   ELFXT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Robert  T.  Clinch  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  F.  Bunting  (re-t^lected) ..   Grand  Secretary, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  New  HamjTshire  report  for  1877  (including  those  of  the  semi- 
annual communication  held  December  27,  1S7G)  gives  the  proceedings  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State  at  its  annual  grand  communioitiou 
held  in  Coucorl,    Wednesday,  May  16,  A.  L.  5877. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  M:vstor  John  J.  Bell,  witli  all  Gmud  Officers  at 
their  stations,  and  the  represent  itives  of  51  const itiieut  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  appropriate  annual  address,  and  we  ob- 
serve that  in  his  evidently  close  scrutiny  of  the  condition  of  his  Lodges, 
some  discoveries  were  made  indicating  a  very  general  nou-Kionformity  of 


1878.]  APPENDIX.  •  147 

I^ge  by-laws  to  the  coiistitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge.    He  says  of  those 
irregular  by-laws,  that— 

**Iii  one  case  these  coaflictinpr  provisions  were  no  less  than  nine  in 
nomber,  and  in  one  of  the  old  Masonic  districts  scarcely  a  Lodge  but  had 
from  live  to  seven  sach  provisions.  In  other  parts  of  the  State  the  num- 
ber is  less,  but  still  much  greater  than  it  should  be.  Of  course  no  ap- 
proval of  the  Grand  Lodge  could  make  such  provisions  valid,  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  cannot  change  the  provisions  of  its  constitution  in  this  way, 
but  that  approval  misleads  the  brethren  and  leads  to  confusion." 

We  quote  several  of  his  decisions  as  of  interest  to  the  Craft  generally: 

*'That  a  ballot  for  advancement  is  not  upon  proficiency  merely,  but 
upon  general  fitneR»  for  Masonic  membership,  and  carries  with  it  all  the 
consequences  which  follows  the  original  ballot. 

**MuHons  should  appear  in  public,  its  such,  for  the  performance  of  some 
Masonic  work  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

"In  the  absence  of  any  constitutional  provision,  a  candidate  should 
present  himself  for  initiation,  or  for  the  degrees,  within  a  reauooable  time. 
What  is  a  reasonable  time  is  a  matter  for  the  Master  to  determine,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  should  be  such  that  there  should  be 
no  suspicion  of  any  change  in  him  or  in  his  relations  to  the  Lodge.  If 
for  any  cause  there  is  reason  for  supposing  that  a  ballot  now  would  result 
di£ferently  he  should  present  a  new  petition." 

We  note  the  following  proposed  amendment  of  the  constitution  as 
likely,  if  adopted,  to  work  mischief  in  the  Lodges  which  may  by  it  be 
forced  to  receive  discordant  material,  or,  at  least,  unwelcome  mem- 
bers, viz: 

"Brother  Nathaniel  Gunmer  proposed  that  section  140  of  Article  17  of 
the  Gn\nd  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  *not'  in  the 
fourth  line,  and  also  the  last  four  words  of  said  section,  ^without  its 
unanimous  consent,*  so  that  said  section  shall  read,  'Whenever  the  Grand 
Lodge  shall  reverse  or  abrogate  the  decision  of  a  particular  Lodge  sus- 
pending or  expelling  a  brother,  and  shall  restore  him  to  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  Masonry,  he  shall,  thereby,  be  restored  to  membership 
within  the  body  from  which  ho  was  suspended  or  expelled.*  ** 

It  were  well  to  make  haste  slowly  in  adopting  a  measure  of  such  doubt- 
ful expediency,  we  think. 

liEFOBT  ON   COBBESPONDENCE. 

Brother  Joseph  E.  Bennett,  chairman,  makes  an  elaborate  and  able  re- 
port on  correspondence,  of  100  pages. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1876— report  of  our  56th 
annual  communication — with  candor  and  fairness,  noting  especially  por- 
tions of  Grand  Master  Pillans'  annual  address,  and  quoting  approvingly 
the  closing  paragraphs  of  Bro.  Titcomb's  report  of  that  year. 


148  '  APPENDIX.  [1878. 

He  says  of  our  report  on  correspomleuco:  **Xew  Hampshire  Beems  to 
have  been  passed;"  but  not  willingly,  my  brother,  for  we  think  we  ex- 
pressed our  regret  at  the  absence  of  her  repoils  from  our  lint  Onr  re- 
gret now  is  that  our  feebleness  prevents  a  more  perfect  review  o!  the 
proceedings  before  us. 

OBAND  OFFICEB8  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  J.  Bell  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  A.  Harris  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  JEKSEY. 

We  have  before  us  the  interesting  volume  containing  the  proceedings 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  at  ito  niuety-tirst  grand  annual 
communication,  held  at  Trenton  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Januiiry  iCth 
and  17th.  A.  D.  1878,  and  regret  (for  reasons  heretofore  stated)  our  ina- 
bility to  give  them  a  review  suited  to  their  merits. 

The  froutispiecc  bt  adorned  with  an  excellent  engraving  representing 
the  features  of  P.  G.  Master  Daniel  B.  Boweu,  initiated  May,  1817.  We 
had  in  reading  his  admirable  address  of  1870,  responsive  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  jewel  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  actjuired  a  v«*ry  favorable  knowledge 
of  his  thought  characteristics,  and  are  glad  through  this  likeness  to  know 
also  the  fare  and  lineaments  of  this  venerable  and  worthy  brother. 

The  Grand  Lodge  wtis  opened  by  M.  W.  Gnind  Master  Marshal  B. 
Smith,  represeut'itives  of  a  (juorum  of  Lodges  being  present. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  good  and  comprehensive  message,  and 
we  quote  the  passages  most  likely  to  interest  our  reader,  as  follows: 

A    VETERAN    PROMOTED. 

**We  have  been  reminded  during  the  year  that  from  the  earthly  chain 
of  brotherhood  the  links  may  fall  tis  the  hand  of  God  touches  them. 
Some  of  the  members  of  this  (rmud  Lodge  h>ivo  been  called  to  stand  face 
to  face  with  those  eternal  verities  which  we  can  only  see  *a8  through  a 
glass,  darkly.' 

*'()ur  venerable  brother  K.  W  Haley  Fisk.  P»ist  Deputy  Gniud  Master, 
died  in  Brooklyn.  New  York,  September  4,  1877,  in  the  eighty-sixth  year 
of  his  age,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  sirty-tmr 
years.  Brother  Fisk  was  born  at  Cumberland  Hill,  Rhode  Island.  Febru- 
ary '26,  1792,  and  removed  to  Patterson.  Nt^w  Jersey  in  1812.  By  occu- 
pation a  machinist,  he  became  ideutitied  with  the  development  of'indai»- 
trial  interests  in  this  State.  He  constructed  the  first  power  lathes  ever 
made  in  New  Jersey,  and  assisted  Robert  Fulton  in  bniidinK  the  lomoas 
pioneer  steamboat  **01ermont"    He  removed  to  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.»  in 
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1821,  where,  b%ide  being  actively  engaged  in  bnsiness,  he  held  vanoas 
civil  offices,  and  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty -five  years.  He. was 
made  a  Miison  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1H13." 

DECISIONS. 

t 

"iSfi^en  being  the  unmber  required  in  orcter  to  obtain  or  hold  a  Lodge 
Warrant,  a  Lodge  cannot  legally  be  opened  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness or  for  work,  until  seven  Master  Masons— including  a  brother  quali- 
fied to  preside— are  present.  [This  dec'iaion  was  withdrawn  by  the  Grand 
Master. 1 

*'No  officer  of  a  Lodge,  who  has  been  regularly  installed,  can  be  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected  or  appointed. 

**Any  by-law  of  a  Lodge  requiring  a  brother  to  return  his  traveling  cer- 
tificate, or  ^deposit  it  on  the  pedestal,'  prior  to  taking  his  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber, is  null  and  void.  The  'certificate'  must  be  returned,  but  member- 
ship can  only  be  affected  by  death,  dimission,  suspension,  expulsion,  or 
the  dissolution  of  the  Lodge. 

"The  rejection  of  a  Master  Mason  who  applies  for  affiliation,  neither 
affects  the  Masonic  standing  of  the  applicant,  nor  confers  upon  the  Lodge 
that  rejects  him  the  power  to  bar  his  application  elsewhere.  It  is  not 
proper  in  such  cases  to  give  notice  of  the  rejection  to  other  Lodges. 

'*A  petition,  or  a  report  thereon,  has  been  formally  'presented  to  the 
Lodge  when  it  has  been  read  in  open  Lodge. 

**The  report  of  an  investigating  committee,  to  be  regular  and  valid, 
must  have  appended  to  it  the  actual  signatures  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

**When  a  Lodge  surrenders  its  warrant  and  becomes  extinct,  its  mem- 
bers cannot  affiliate  \\'ithout  certificates  from  the  Grand  Lodge.  For  a 
like  reason,  candidates  who  have  been  rejected  in  such  Lodge  cannot  ap- 
ply to  any  Lodge  for  initiation  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
if  in  session,  or  of  the  Grand  Master  in  the  interim. 

'•The  Trustees  of  a  Lodge  may  be  incorporated,  and  thus  exclude  from 
courts  of  law  all  matters  except  those  of  finance;  but  the  incorporation  of 
Lodges  mi\kes  them  practically  independent  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  is 
unm  isonic,  and  hereby  prohibited. 

"The  Tyler  of  a  Lodge  should  be  appointed  by  the  worshipful  Master, 
not  elected  by  tho  Lodge.  He  is  not  necessarily  a  member  of  the  Lodge; 
an  elrriive  officer  must  be  a  member. 

"The  Tyler,  when  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  is  entitled  to  cast  his  ballot 
on  all  occasions.  He  cannot  be  deprived  of  this  right  on  account  of  his 
official  duties," 

OTHER  JURISDICTIONS. 

**Nothing  that  I  am  aware  of  has  occurred  during  the  year  to  disturb 
onr  harmonious  relations  with  other  Grand  Lodges.  A  few  cases  of  con- 
flict of  jurisdiction  are  in  process  of  adjustment.  Some  of  these  cases 
have  been  greatly  complicated  by  voluminous  correspondence  between 
the  Lodges,  prior  to  laying  the  subject  before  the  Grand  Masters  of  the 
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respective  jarisdictionp,  leaving  to  thooe  *^uch  lettered**  officials  the  task 
of  nntying  a  Gordian  knot.  Fortanately  the  ancient  implement  has  gen- 
erally proved  available  in  sach  emergencies. 

CONCLUSION. 

"Th^  official  services  and  opinions  of  another  Masonic  year  have  now 
been  laid  before  yon.  In  the  honorable  and  responsible  office  to  which 
yon  have  twice  elected  me,  it  has  been  my  aim  to  maintain  the  Ancient 
Landmarks,  and  to  preserve  unimpaired  the  dignity  and  aathority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  With  a  few  exceptions,  I  have' reason  to  congratulate  yon 
on  the  loyalty,  unity,  moral  character,  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft  in  New 
Jersey.  If  my  work  shall  receive  your  appro v.al,  the  only  end  I  have  had 
in  view  will  have  been  reached.  Thau  this  no  higher  lirlasonic  reward 
need  be  desired,  either  by  myself  or  by  the  brother  who  may  be  chosen  to 
succeed  me  in  office. 

**I  bid  you  welcome  to  our  annual  communication.  There  are  many 
old  and  familiar  faces;  there  are  many  who  come  for  the  first  time  to  fill 
the  ranks  as  the  roll-call  tells  of  the  brave  and  true  who  have  fallen. 

**\Ve  are  here  not  only  for  logiijlative  purposes,  but  to  guard  the  trust 
left  to  us  by  the  Masonic  fathers.  That  trust  is  a  system  animated  by  the 
spirit  of  universal  beuevolence,  unmarred  by  the  strifes  of  sect  or  party; 
its  watchword  is  human  brotherhood,  its  mission  peac«  and  love.  While 
claiming  no  divine  origin,  it  buildfl  upon  the  foundation  truth  that  the 
*Lord  reigneth;'  atheism  and  unbelief  are  therefore  alien  to  its  system.*' 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  chartered  Lodges  and  one  U.  D.  are  at  work 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Jersey. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  FOREIGN  COBBESPONDENCE 

Owes  its  excellence  of  matter  and  judicious  criticisms  to  the  evidently 
practiced  pen  of  Bro.  James  A  Norton. 

He  reviews  with  ciire  and  discrimination  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two 
Grand  Lodges,  among  which  those  of  Alabama  for  1876— 5Hth  annual 
communication— are  included. 

We  thank  Bro.  Norton  for  a  very  full  and  considerate  notice  of  the  do- 
ings of  Alabama  for  that  yetir,  as  well  as  for  the  pleasant  word  of  encour- 
agement and  compliment  to  the  writer.  "It  is  sweet  to  know'*  that  one 
may  be  called  "eloquent"  when  penning  the  thoughts  born  of  love  and 
devotion  to  a  holy  cause,  however  diffidently  and  laboriously  he  may  have 
labored  to  adjust  his  limping  rhetoric  to  the  dignity  of  the  subject  dis- 
cussed. • 

We  give  the  concluding  sentences  of  his  report: 

"Thus  closes  our  review  for  the  year  1877-8.  It  has  not  been  accom- 
plished without  considerable  labor,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  without  a 
corresponding  rei^Ttrd. 
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**W6  have  had  the  pleasare  of  reuding  the  prodactions  of  first-class 
pens,  of  steady  and  argumentative  writers— the  productions  of  minds 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  Masonry.  We  think  the 
Fraternity  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  corps  of  writers  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence; taken  as  a  whole,  in  ability,  it  will  favorably  compare  with 
any  corps  in  any  department  of  literature,  and  in  spirit  it  is  far  superior 
to  any  that  we  know  of.  £xcept  an  occasional  gmudiloquent  or  spread- 
eagle  "conclusion,"  we  greatly  admire  the  productions  of  our  brethren  of 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

**In  the  department  of  Grand  Master's  addresses,  etc.,  the  ability  is  no 
less  marked,  all  of  which  proves  that  Masonry  is  putting  her  best  men  to 
the  front     So  mote  it  ^ver  be." 

URAMD  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Marshall  B.  Smith  (re-elected) Grand. Master.  * 

K.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  H.  Hough  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  New  York  Reports  are  always  welcome  because  of  their  ample  store 
of  good  Masonic  literature  and  labor. 

The  volume  now  before  us  is  "not  a  whit"  behind  its  predecessors  in 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  interesting  matter  with  which  its  every  de- 
liverance abounds,  from  the  annual  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  through 
the  voluminous  reports  of  its  Grand  Officers  and  Committees,  to  that 
work  of  crowning  excellence,  the  report  on  correspondence. 

The  report  under  considenition  gives  the  proceedings  of  the  ninety^ 
seventh  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
held  June  4th,  A.  D.  1878,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Joseph  J.  Couch,  Grand  Officers,  twenty- 
seven  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  nnd  the  representatives  of  666  (of  the  718) 
constituent  Lodges. 

Truly  a  large  assemblage  of  active  and  earnest  Craftsmen  ! 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  long  and,  to  our  thinking,  able 
and  judicious  message,  from  which  we  quote  such  portions  as  our  space 
will  permit,  viz: 

FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

In  all  essential  particulars,  our  foreign  relations  remain  unchanged.  I 
learn,  however,  through  our  representatives,  that  misapprehension  exists, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  in  some  of  the  European  Grand  Lodges,  regard- 
ing the  true  force  and  effect  to  be  ^ivon  to  the  reports  of  our  committee 
on  foreign  correspondence.  It  appears  that,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia,  a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
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of  PennBylvania  made  a  lengthy  report  upon  the  relationn  of  that  body 
with  other  Grand  Lodges,  concluding  with  crrti\in  specific  regulations  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Pennsylvauin  lodges  iu  the  reception  of  visitors 
from  other  jurisdictions.  This  report  was  reviewed  by  our  committee  on 
foreign  correspondence,  and  some  of  its  positions  strongly  approved.  The 
bodies  composing  the  GernianGranil  Lodge  Diet  felt  themselves  aggrieved 
by  the  action  of  their  brethren  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  the  commend- 
atory report  of  our  committee  reached  them,  the  impression  arose  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  had  assumed  the  same  attitude  toward 
them  as  that  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  represent- 
ative neiir  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Saxony,  11.  W.  Bro.  von  ^lensch,  prompt- 
ly combatted  this  erroneous  impression,  and  pointed  out  the  fact  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  had  taken  no  action  whatever  upon  the  matter.  In  support 
of  our  distinguished  representative,  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
statement:  That  the  reports  of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence 
are  considered  by  us  us  mutter  of  iulonuation  only;  that  the  brethren  who 
make  these  reports  are  distinctly  understooil  to  give  us,  in  a  condensed 
form,  the  opinions  and  acts  of  Grand  Lodges  in  correspondence  with  us, 
and  also  such  individual  comments  thereon  as  they  may  deem  wise;  that 
the  publication  of  these  reports  in  our  transactions  is  solely  lor  the  in- 
formation of  the  brethren;  that,  in  merely  accepting  and  publishing  these 
report**,  the  Grand  Lodge  does  not  uudertiike  to  pass  judgment  upon  their 
contents;  that,  in  tact,  these  reports  cannot  have  any  official  or  binding 
character,  except  when  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  give  such  force  and  eflfect 
to  the  wh«>le,  or  any  portion  thereof,  by  special  resolution  or  other  express 
enactment. 

In  alluding  to  * 'proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  and  statutes*' 
(some  of  which  he  opposes,  because  they  trench  upon  the  rights  of 
lodges),  he  gives  expression  to  some  very  just  and  instructive  views  on 
masonic  jurisprudence,  as  follows: 

In  this  connection,  the  official  experience  of  the  past  year  prompts  mo 
to  add  a  few  words  by  way  of  suggestion  to  those  who  seek  for  simplicity 
in  the  administmtion  of  our  local  law.  At  the  outset,  it  is  important  to 
discriminate  between  Moronic  symbolism  and  Massnic  government:  be- 
tween the  ideal  relations  of  the  Lodge,  the  .Master,  and  tlie  Grand  Mas- 
ter, in  the  one,  and  their  actual  relations  in  the  other;  between  the  land- 
marks, legends  and  traditions  that  l)eloug  to  the  one.  and  the  constitution, 
statutes  and  general  regulations  that  belong  to  the  other.  Make  this  dis- 
crimination clear  and  distinct.  Elimitmte  from  the  problem  all  that  per- 
tains to  symbolism,  and  then  fix  attii^ntion  exdnsively  upon  the  written 
law.  In  our  theory  of  Masonic  government,  the  firwt  proposition  is,  that 
all  powors  are  derived  solely  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  that 
such  consent  is  given  in  the  terms  and  provisions  of  the  written  constitu- 
tion, which  thus  becomes  the  fundamental  law.  This  proposition  has 
been  considred  argumentatively  already.  It  has  also  received  significant 
practical  confirmation  in  the  recent  actions  of  the  Masons  of  this  juris- 
diction. In  1872,  a  revised  constitution  was  carefully  prepared  and 
•  handed  down  from  the;  Grand  East  for  approval.  That  instrument  was 
supported  by  able  and  distinguished  brethren,  who  possessed  in  large 
measnre  the  confidence  of  the  Fraternity;  and  yet  the  method  of  prepara- 


1878,]  APPENDIX.  153 

tion  and  Rubmission  effectually  sealed  its  fate.  The  seventy  or  eighty 
thonsand  Masons  of  New  York,  through  their  chosen  representatives,  as- 
serted and  maintained  their  sovereignty.  The  method  ot  preparation  was 
absolutely  reversed. 

A  convention,  composed  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  Fraternity,  was 
charged  with  the  preliminary  work  of  revision;  and  every  step,  up  to  the 
final  adoption,  was  so  ordered  as  to  make  our  present  constitution,  be- 
yond all  question,  the  paramount  law  of  this  jurisdiction;  so  ordained 
and  established  by  the  sovereign  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Fraternity. 
This  being  so,  it  follows  that  all  legislation  by  the  Grand  Lodge  must 
conform  to  this  constitution,  or  be  ot  no  effect;  and  also,  that  all  govern- 
mental acts  of  the  Grand  Master  must  be  done  under  provision  of  estab- 
lished law.  We  are  are  now  prepared  intelligently  to  advise  brethren 
anxious  to  know  the  law,  that  they  need  not  befog  their  minds  with  vague 
and  uncertain  speculations  about  ancient  landmarks,  for  these  belong  to 
another  department  of  Masonic  resean^h;  that  there  is  no  occasion  to 
search  for  any  law  or  decision  made  prior  to  June,  1873,  for  all  such  have 
been  repealed;  that  it  is  useless  to  petition  the  Grand  Master  for  dispen- 
sations to  set  aside  the  law,  unless  the  law  itself  gives  him  the  power,  for 
be,  too,  must  obey  the  law;  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  entire  law  of  this 
jurisdiction  is  comprised  in  our  present  constitution,  and  such  acts  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  as  have  been  passed  since  its  adoption,  and  in  conformity 
with  its  provisions;  and  further,  that  the  true  intent  of  all  this  revision 
is  to  promote  a  more  perfect  and  general  understanding  of  our  rules  and 
regulations,  and  to  enable  the  brethren  throughout  the  State  to  conduct 
their  affairs  in  accordance  with  established  laws,  withor.t  the  necessity  of 
constantly  applying  to  the  Grand  Master  for  preliminary  decisions  or 
special  dispensations. 

CONCLUSION . 

"Taking  this  occasion  to  thank  those  brethren  who  have  been  officially 
associated  with  me  during  the  past  yetir,  for  their  valuable  support  of  my 
Administration,  I  pass  on  to  a  conclusion. 

"In  this  hall,  now  becoming  familiar  as  the  place  for  annual  meetings, 
more  than  seven  hundred  Lodges  are  this  daj'  represented.  Hero  we  leg- 
islate for  over  one  hundred  thongaiid  Masons  residing  in  the  State.  Our 
laws  have  no  sanction  of  physical  force.  Their  execution  depends  solely 
upon  the  loyal  sentiment  of  the  Craft  We  are,  therefore,  directly  con- 
cerned with  those  moral  principles  and  forces  which  give  signifi<;ance  to 
all  our  Masonic  labors. 

"While  it  is  assumed  that  we  come  with  manly  purpose  to  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  also  important  that  we  carry  from  this 
place  to  our  respective  homes  snch  thoughts  and  influences  as  shall  nobly 
inspire  the  bretnren  whom  we  represent.  A  just  regard  for  our  own  good 
name  and  consistent  standing  in  this  enlightened  commuuity  makes  the 
duty  of  the  hour  perfectly  clear. 

"Some  years  ago  we  severed  our  connection  with  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  because  of  their  persistent  infringement  of  the  jurisdiction  of  an 
Americati  Grand  Lodge.  The  matter  in  issue  at  that  time  was  purely 
governmental.    Since  then  strange  reports  have  reached  us,  from  time  to 
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time,  of  depiirtareB  from  the  traditions  and  customs  of  the  Fraternity; 
antil  finally  the  information  comes  that  thoy  now  profess  to  pmctice  a 
Masonry  thtit  ignores  the  existence  of  God.  This  mises  the  question, 
whether  such  rite  can  truthfully  be  denominated  Masonic.  In  prompt 
reply  to  this  question,  let  us  from  the  abundant  material  at  hand  ttike,  for 
example,  the  familiar  symbol  of  tho  burning  bush,  with  its  impressive 
story  as  related  in  the  Old  Hebrew  Bible.  In  simplicity  of  faithj  one  in- 
terprets the  record  literally;  another,  differently  constituted,  sees  in  it  a 
beautiful  metaphor,  which  the  imagination  expands  to  coemical  propor- 
tions; and  behold  the  fiery  light  of  the  morning  sun  fills  the  tree  tops  of 
the  eastern  hills  with  a  flame  of  glory.  Whether  the  pastoral  or  cosmical 
interprettition  he  adopted,  the  lesson  is  the  same.  In  either,  there  is  pro- 
sent  to  the  imagination  an  impenetrable  mystery,  and  out  of  that  mys- 
tery, to  the  reverential  beholder,  there  comes  the  voice  of  God.         •         • 

Bro.  Grand  Secretary,  K  W.  James  M.  Austin,  among  other  well-timed 

suggestions,  speaks  thus  deprecatingly  of  the  cfi^eap  dues  system,  viz: 

•*The  position  I  have  held  for  so  long  a  time  has  probably  given  me 
better  opportunities,  than  very  many  have  had,  of  observing  the  different 
working  of  the  Lodges,  uspecially  as  relates  to  the  mamigement  of  their 
financial  affairs.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  alluding 
at  this  time  to  one  or  two  features  in  the  management  of  the  financiiu 
concerns  of  many  Lodges,  which  tend  largely  to  hinder  their  prosperity 
and  usefulness. 

'  'It  is  a  very  common  custom  with  brethren  about  to  organize  a  new 
Lodge,  to  start  out  with  the  supposition  that  they  can  certainly  depend 
upon  having  a  certain  number  of  initiations  during  each  year,  and  they 
calculate  that  the  fees  to  be  received  from  those  initiations  will  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  Lodge.  Consequently  they  place 
the  annual  dues  of  members  at  a  very  low  figure;  and  very  many  here  pre- 
sent would  be  surprised  to  Karn  at  how  low  a  figure  the  dues  of  some 
Lodges  were  placed.  Starting  in  this  way,all  goes  well  for  a  time,  while  the 
material  to  be  worked  upon  is  plenty.  But  sooner  or  later,  the  time  comes 
when  candidates,  from  some  cause  or  other,  cease  to  present  themselves, 
and  the  Lodge  very  soon  becomes  impecunious.  There  is  a  lack  of  funds 
to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses.  The  members  begin  to  lose  their  interest 
in  the  Lodge.  A  diflieulty  is  found  to  exist  in  increasing  the  annual  dues; 
and,  finally,  the  Lodge,  by  force  of  circumst*iuces,  is  compelled  to  surren- 
der the  Warrant,  or  else  have  it  taken  from  them.  I  respectfully  submit 
that  the  tnie  course  is,  to  place  the  dues  of  members  sufficiently  high  to 
enable  the  Lodge  to  continue  its  existence  and  pay  all  just  claims,  even 
if  not  a  single  initiation  should  take  place  duriug  the  year.  Thus  the 
temptation  to  accept  'material  unfit  for  use,'  for  the  sake  of  fees  to  be  re- 
ceived, will  be  avoided. 

••Another  feature  in  the  management  of  the  financial  affairs  of  very 
many  Lodges,  is  the  little  attention  which  is  paid  to  the  collection  of 
Lodge  dues.*' 

He  also  gives  a  fibular  statement,  which  we  copy,  of  the  debt,  com- 
pared with  1877.  This  debt,  we  may  here  state,  is  now  in  a  great  meas. 
ure  provided  for  by  the  50  cents  per  capita  assessments  authori2^d  by  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  finally  adopted  at  this  communication. 
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Comparison  of  indebtedness  of  the  Fand  and  its  redaction  from  May 
1,  1877,  to  June  1,  1878: 

STATEMENT. 

May  1,  1877,  Princiiial  of  debt |778,046  20 

Accrued  interest    21,489  69 

$799,535  89 

Less  rent  due $22,571  42 

Cash  on  band 2,139  79 

9  14.711  21 

$774,824  ti8 

June  1,  1878,  Principal  of  debt $738,800  00 

Accrued  interest 23,15198 

$702,011  98 

Less  rent  due $12,709  01 

Cash  on  band 4,789  28 

$17,498  80 

$744,513  09 

Showing  a  reduction  of  indebtness  of  Fund $30,311  59 

We  are  reminded,  in  glancing  over  the  mortuary  tablets  of  this  report 
(seven  in  all),  of  the  much  lamented  death  of  B.  W.  (Sir)  Orrin  Welch, 
famed  far  and  near  as  a  Craftsman  skilled  in  the  work  and  literature  of 
Masonry.  With  the  expression  of  high  appreciation  of  his  worth,  and 
deep  regret  at  his  loss,  we  repeat  with  emphasis  the  beautiful  legend  of 
his  memorial  tablet,  * 'Gently  the  fetters  fall  when  good  men  die." 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  FOREIGN   COBBESPONDKNCE. 

Bro.  John  W.  Simons,  with  his  characteristic  ability  and  graceful  dic- 
tion, reviews  in  this  report  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  American  Grand 
Lodges,  and  those  of  all  accessible  Foreign  Grand  Bodies.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  and  instnictive  to  read  after  Bro.  S. ,  and  we  look  to  his  re- 
ports always  for  the  fullest  and  most  reliable  foreign  data. 

The  Alabama  report  for  1877— r)7th  annual— is  reviewed  and  conside- 
rately criticised. 

GRAND  OFFIC1SR8  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Edmund  L.  Judson Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Bro.  James  M.  Austin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Most  Worehipfnl  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  convened  it8 
ninety-first  annual  communication  in  the  city  of  Raleigh  December  4,  A. 
D.  1877.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Horace  >L  Muuson,  with  the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  quorum  of  constituent  Lodges,  and  several  Past  Grand 
Blasters. 

We  gather  from  the  several  reports  of  Grand  OflBcers  that  the  Craft  in 
this  jurisdiction  are  prospering,,  both  financially  and  in  the  "works  and 
ways  of  Masonry." 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  concise  and  well  written.  We 
quote  a  few  paragraphs  illustrating  his  style  and  presenting  views  worthy 
of  consideration,  Wz: 

We  now  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  a  new  masonic  year.  The  post  is 
valuable  only  for  the  experience  it  brings  and  the  lessons  it  teaches.  By 
it  we  are^warncd  of  the  rocks  upon  which,  it  may  be,  our  happiness  was 
nearl}'  wrecked,  and  are  taught  to  avoid  those  quicksands  upon  which,  it 
may  be,  our  moral  Qharacter  uetirly  foundered.  Masonry,  we  are  taught, 
is  a  progressive  science,  but  our  experience  teaches  that  with  some  its 
spirit  may  be  too  grejitly  progretssive.  Too  often  we  meet  with  those  who» 
conscious  of  superior  knowledge  above  their  fellows,  seek  offensively  to 
demonstrate  their  ideas  of  Masonic  reform,  as  they  bear  about  high- 
sounding  titles,  and  adorn  their  persons  with  many  emblems  of  Masonic 
greatness.  Such  persons  do  harm  to  Masonry,  because,  being  its  acknowl- 
edged votaries,  the  w^orld  judges  by  what  it  sees  and  hears.  When  oar 
sensibilities  are  thus  intruded  upon,  we  are  reminded  of  the  nmn  who 
thought 

As  a  step  in  the  way  of  reform, 

(The  stupid,  stupid  ass. ) 
To  take  the  sun  from  off  his  throne. 
And  light  the  world  with  gas ! 

Our  Masonry  teaches  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit;  charity  for  all  unenlight- 
ened brethren;  a  modest  seeking  to  overcome,  it  may  be,  honest  error,  an 
exemplification  in  our  walk  and  conversation  of  that  friendship — love  and 
truth,  so  beautifully  taught  in  our  rituals;  tin  earnest,  hearty,  continued 
effort,  without  ostentation,  to  bt^uetit  the  human  race,  a  looking  after  and 
alleviating  distress;  a  thoughtful  care  of  orphan  children;  a  diligence  in 
our  respective  callings;  a  liberal  benevolence;  all  these  go  to  make  up  an 
unselfish,  true  and  beautiful  Masonic  character. 

The  Grand  Master  announces  in  appropriate  and  feeling  terms  the  re- 
cent death  of 

p.  O.  MASTER  WILLIAM   (lEDDY  HILL. 

A  special  communication  of  the  Grand  Lolge  was  asf^embled  May  6th, 
1877,  to  •*bury  the  body"  and  mark  their  respect  for  the  character  of  the 
deceased. 
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We  are  pleased  to  find  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Or- 
phan Asylum  tliat  that  institution,  of  which  we  have  heretofore  expressed 
our  anxiety,  as  well  as  earnest  desire  for  its  success,  is  better  sustained 
than  in  former  years,  and  bids  fair  to  realize  the  expectations  of  its  found- 
ers.    God  prosper  the  good  w^ork,  is  our  prayer. 

No  general  report  on  correspondence. 

STATISTICS  OF  LODGES. 

Number  of  Lodge^i  represented  at  annual  communication  1877. . .  126 

•*  *•       making  returns  in  the  ytmr  1877 218 

"  **       from  which  no  returns  were  rtceived li> 

"at  work 237 

**  chartered  Lodges  gone  out  of  existence 123 

Number  of  Lodges  formerly  and  at  present  existing 360 

GRAND   OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Horace  H.  Munson Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Donald  W.  Bain  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

We  have  the  report  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  1877, 
giving  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  three  quarterly  communications  held 
severally  June  6th,  September  5th,  and  December  5th.  and  also  of  the 
grand  annual  communication  held  December  27th  of  that  year,  all  con- 
vened at  Philadelphia  and  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Kobert  C.  Clark,  Grand 
Master. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  dignified  and  able.  Speaking  of  the 
propriety  of  the  advance  by  gradual  steps  from  the  South,  through  the 
West,  to  the  Grand  East,  as  a  necessary  preparation  for  the  important 
duties  of  that  responsible  and  honorable  position,  he  closes  his  remarks 
on  that  topic  as  follows: 

**No  one  should  solicit  the  favor  of  the  Craft  for  the  South.  The  selec- 
tion should  anticipate  the  election,  so  that  the  <|ualifications  alone  which 
are  essential  should  have  been  made  conspicuous  in  the  brother  on  whom 
the  honor  is  voluntarily  bestowed.  I  may  at  this  time  be  permitted  to 
warn  the  irateruity  against  the  almost  imperceptible  approach  of  in- 
fiuences  which,  from  the  force  of  associations,  if  not  prevented  by  the 
highest  human  wisdom,  may  possibly  so  weaken  the  fundamenttil  and 
primary  principles  on  which  the  Grand  Lodge  rests  for  her  honor,  dignity 
and  Masonic  supremacy,  as  to  become  a  serious  disaster  to  the  whole  in- 
stitution.'* 


158  APPENDIX.  [1878. 

Dealiug  thus  a  well-aimed  and  o£fective  blow  at  the  office-seekera  in  the 
Fraternity. 

We  are  glad  to  note  the  evidences  in  the  proceedings,  and  the  assar- 
ancee  of  the  Grand  Officers,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  prospering  finan- 
cially and  generally. 

Pennsylvania  certainly  occupies  a  proud  eminence  among  the  Craft  as 
a  judicious  and  watchful  conservator  of  the  true  principles,  dignity,  and 
mission  of  Masonry,  however  much  some  restless  or  thoughtless  critics  may, 
in  times  past,  havo  misconceived  or  misrepresented  her  tenacious  adherence 
to  the  requirements  ot  law  and  landmark. 

rOBEIGN  COBRESPONDENCE 

Elicits  a  characteristic  report  from  Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  P.  G.  M.,  in 
which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty-tb  ree  Grand  Lodges,  among 
which  those  of  Alabama  for  1876  are  mentioned. 

We  have  read  with  interest  Bro.  Vaux  introductory  remarks,  in  which, 
after  greeting  the  Craft  of  the  United  States  with  assurances  of  good  will 
and  brotherhood,  he  cautions  of  the  necessity  for  watchfulness  in  avoid- 
ing the  restless  spirit  of  innovation  now  prevalent,  and  of  guarding  the 
outer  door  of  the  Temple  against  the  * -disturbers  of  the  harmony, 
repose  and  integrity  of  the  principles  of  the  brotherhood."  His  panacea 
against  infidelity,  and  all  confusion,  not  excepting  negro  or  (so-called) 
colored  Masonry,  is  adherence  to  the  Landmabks. 

In  this  brunch  of  his  report  his  remarks  are  both  impressive  and 
instructive;  to  us  his  words  of  wisdom  and  warning  have  been  lessons  of 
prudence  and  profit 

GKAND   OFFICEBS   ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  Madison  Porter Grand  Master 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  Thomi^son  (re-elected) . . .  v Grand  Secretary. 

QUEBEC. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  held  its  annual  grand  communica- 
tion for  1878,  at  Montreal,  September  25th,  A.  L.  5878,  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  we  have  only  a  immphlet  copy  of  the  annual  address  of  M. 
W.  Grand  Master  Melbourne  M.  Tait 

The  address  acknowledges  the  reception  of  a  circular  communication 
from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Orient  of  Spain,  inviting  correspondence,  to  which 
n  courteous  reply  was  returned.  A  similar  overture  from  the  Grand  Orient 
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of  Spain  V9tm  addresstid  to  and  received  bj'  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of 
Alubnma. 

He  alludes  to  the  fact  that  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence 
had  made  a  report  "which  embodies  a  cnreful  review  of  the  proceedings 
of  numeroas  Grand  Bodies;"  and  we  regret  that  this  report,  and  other 
details  of  the  proceedigs,  have  failed  to  reach  lis. 

After  allnding  to  a  few  matters  of  local  interest,  the  Grand  Master  de- 
votes the  remainder  of  his  message  to  an  elaborate  and  very  able  discos' 
sion  of  the  pending  controv(;rsy  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland.  We 
cannot  reproduce  his  arguments  on  this  topic,  but  copy  below  the  procLi- 
mation  previously  issued  by  the  Grand  Master  oi  Quebec,  notifying  the 
Masonic  public  of  the  material  facts  in  the  case,  as  sufficiently  explana- 
tory, lor  the  pre»reut  at  least,  of  this  regretable  controversy,  viz: 

PROCLAMATION. 

2o  all  BreOiren  in  offedimce  to  Oie  M,  W.  the  Grand  Ijxhje  of  QaebeCt  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons : 

Whereas,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Scotland  has  granted  warrants  to  form  two  lodges  of  Masons  at  Montreal, 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  one  to  be  called  *'King  Solomon,  No.  622,*' 
and  the  other  "Argyle,  No.  625;  "  and 

Whereas,  it  hivs  been  officially  announced  that  the  said  lodges  are  to  be 
erected,  constituted  and  consecrated  by  virtue  of  such  warrants,  and  their 
officers  to  be  installed  on  the  2-ith  day  of  June,  instant;  and 

Whereas,  by  such  action,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  unjustifia- 
bly and  unlawfully  invaded  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  ''llie  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,"  in  violation  of  the 
laws  and  traditions  of  the '  Fratomity  afl'ectiug  the  establishment  and 
sovereignty  of  Gnmd  Lodges,  and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  interfere 
most  seriously  with  the  welfare  and  harmony  of  the  cralt  in  the  said 
Province;  and 

Whereas,  such  action  on  the  jmrt  of  tlie  Grand  I^odge  of  Scotland  has 
occurred  after  unconditional  recognition  by  her  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec,  as  having  and  exercising  supreme  Masonic  jurisdiction  in  said 
Province,  which  recognition  she  subse<iuently  withdrew  without  just  or 
lawful  cause: 

Be  it,  therefore,  known  unto  you  all,  that  in  vindication  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  **The  Grand  Lodge  ot  (Quebec,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons,"  and  of  the  inherent  rights  and  prerogative  of  our  ancient,  honora- 
ble and  loyal  fraternity,  and  in  justice  to  all  those  Grand  Ijodges  whose 
recognition  has  been  extended  to  her — I,  therefore,  in  virtue  ot  the  au- 
thority vested  in  me  as  Grand  Matser  of  "The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,"  declare  and  procbiim  that  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  in  gn\uting  stiid  two  warrants,  was  and 
is  nnfriiternal  and  unconstitutional;  that  said  warrants  are  irregular  and 
illegal;  that  the  lodges  to  be  formed  thereunder  will  bo  irregular  and 
illegal  lodges;  that  all  Masons  named  in  said  warrants  are  now,  and  all 
persons  bfiicoming  members  of  said  lodges  will  l>e,  irregultir  Masons:  and 


160  APPENDIX.  [1878. 

I  hereby  farther  dechire  and  proclaim  all  Masonic  interconrse  to  be  bos- 
pended,  aud  to  cease,  betweeu  this  Graud  Lodce,  its  subordiiuUe 
lodges,  and  all  brethren  in  obedience  thereto,  and  the  (yraud  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  and  all  lodges  aud  brethren  in  obedience  thereto;  and  all  breth- 
ren of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  are  hereby  commanded  to  hold  no 
masonic  intercourse  with  any  brother  in  obedience  to  the  said  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  as  far  as  ancient  Craft  Masonry  is  concerned;  and 
this  edict  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until  revoked  by  the 
Grand  Master,  or  the  Gnmd  Lodge  of  Quebec;— and  it  is  hereby  further 
ordered,  that  due  proclamation  of  this  edict  be  made  to  all  brethren  in 
obedience  to  this  Grand  Lodge;  of  all  which  they  will  take  due  notice  and 
govern  themselves  accordingly;— and  also  that  the  same  be  communicated 
to  all  regular  (Jruud  Lodges  throughout  the  world. 

V^itness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  at  Men- 
treal.  Province  ot  Quebec,  Dominion  of  Canada,  this  21st  day  of  June, 
5878. 

MELBOURNE  M.  TAIT,  Grand  Master. 

Note. — Since  the  foregoing  was  prepared  and  reported,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  forcible  reply  to  the  complaint  of  this  proclamation,  from  the  pen 
of  Dr.  Geo.  A.  IBayues,  ••R.  W.  Provisional  G.  M.  of  Scottish  Freema- 
sonrj'  at  Quebec. "  It  presents,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  verj'  plausible  de- 
fense of  the  action  of  the  M.  W.  Gnind  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  the  prem- 
ises, aud  its  statements  cannot  be  ignored  in  any  candid  review  of  this 
controversy.  We  shall  comment  upon  this  reply  of  R.  .W.  Bro.  Baynee 
in  our  next  report,  aud  regret  that  it  cannot  be  more  fully  noticed  now. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  annual  coramunicaiion  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Caro- 
lina (claimed  in  the  proceedings  as  the  101st)  for  1877,  was  held  at  Charles 
ton  on  Tuesday,  December  11th,  5877. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Wilmot  G.  DeSaussure,  with  the  grand 
officers,  deputy  grand  masters,  and  the  representatives  of  158  constitnent 
lod£es.  The  business  of  the  session  was  quickly  dispatched,  in  the  pro- 
verbially quiet  and  business-like  manner  of  that  Grand  Body. 

We  observe  indications  of  increasing  financial  prosperity  and  craftman 
skill  in  the  work  of  the  lodge  One  (piestion  of  historical  fact  seems  to 
have  given  pause  to  their  preparation  for  a  gmud  centennial  celebration 
of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Orator,  P.  G.  Mas- 
ter Wm.  K.  Blake,  having,  after  accepting  the  appointment,  declined  de- 
livering the  centennial  address,  because  of  conscientious  convictions, 
produced  by  a  careful  review  of  the  subject,  against  the  historical  aoco- 
racy  of  the  assumed  date  of  the  organization,  1777. 

Grand  Master  DoSaussure,  in  his  very  able  address,  discusses  this 
(question  at  length,  aud  we  qote  a  portion  of  his  remarks  on  this  Tery  in- 
teresting historical  controversy,  as  well  as  some  of  the  reosoDs  Assigned 
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by  P.  G.  M.  Blake  for  dissenting  from  the  opinions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
as  expressed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Grand  Master  DeSaassare  says  on  this  topic : 

It  is  therefore  proper  that  I  shoald  give  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  the 
opinion  expressed  in  sach  address,  and  in  the  correctness  of  which  I  still 
believe.  In  185S  A  committtee  was  raised  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  prepare 
a  history  of  Masonry  in  this  State.  In  1859,  no  report  liaving  been  pre^ 
sen  ted,  it  was  ordered  **  That  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  session  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  an  historiographer,  whose  daty  it  shall  be  to  pre- 
pare a  history  of  Masonry  in  South  Carolina,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  when  completed. "  At  the  election  held  under  such  resolu- 
tion. Brother  Albert  G.  Mackey  was  elected.  The  long  connection  of  this 
brother  with  Ma.sonry  in  South  Girolina,  the  minute  research  which  he 
had  made  into  the  materials  necessary  for  the  compilation  of  an  accurate 
history,  and  tho  materials  to  which  he  could  then  obtain  access,  emi- 
nently fiitted  him  for  the  position.  In  18G0  he  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  "The  History  of  Freemasonry  in  South  Carolina,"  which  was  ac- 
cepted and  ordered  to  be  published  bv  the  Grand  Lodge.  Such  book  is, 
therefore,  the  authorized  History  of  ii^reemasonry  in  South  Carolina,  and 
bears  in  itself  the  internal  evidences  of  the  great  care  with  which  it  was 
prepared;  and  wherever  the  material  is  still  preserved,  by  which  to  cor- 
roborate it,  it  is  fully  supported  by  such  authorities  Guided  by  the  light 
of  such  authorized  history,  I  find  that  at  page  50  this  eminently  learned 
brother  gives  the  following  account,  to  wit: 

**In  the  year  1777  the  want  of  a  Provincial  Grand  Master  began  to  be 
felt,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  a  previous  quarterly  communication,  hav- 
ing elected  the  Hon.  Barnard  Elliott,  at  the  annual  communication  of 
this  year  he  was  duly  in.stHlled  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  this  State. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  the  word  '  State '  is  used  in  the  place  of  that 
of  *  Province,' which  had  formerly  been  employed.  The  political  inde- 
pendence of  the  country,  which  only  six  months  before  had  oeen  declared 
at  Phikidelphia,  was  already  beginning  to  produce  its  effect  on  the  Ma- 
sonic Society.  The  title  of  *'l4x)vincial  Grand  Lodge  "does  not  after- 
wards appear  to  have  been  applied  to  the  body,  except  during  the  year 
that  Charleston  was  tL^iu  subject,  after  its  reduction,  to  the  authority  of 
the  British  Crown.  These  circumstances,  and  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  ignored  the  claim  of  Sir  Egertou  Leigh  to  be  still  the  Provincial 
Qmnd  Master,  as  recognized  by  his  superior,  the  Grand  Master  of  Eng- 
land, lead  me  irreKistably  to  the  conclusion  that  the  existence  of  the  In- 
dependent Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  is  to  be  dated  from  the  year 
1777."  And  at  page  51,  under  the  head  '*  Formation  of  the  Independent 
Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina,'*  he  writes  :  "  Thus  was  the  Independ- 
ent Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  South 
Ccrolina  established  in  the  year  1777,  not  by  a  dissolution  of  the  old  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Lodge,  and  the  organization  by  new  lodges  of  a  superin- 
tending power,  but  by  a  simple  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge 
to  throw  off  its  provincial  and  subordinate  character,  by  a  refusal  to 
recognize  any  longer  the  authority  of  the  deputation  which  had  been 
granted  to  Sir  Egertou  Leigh  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  when  the  latter 
was  the   presiding  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  by  Ihe 
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election  of  a  Grand  Master,  who  was   installed  ch  *  the  Grand  Blaster  of 
the  Masons  of  the  State.'"  *  '  ♦  ♦  •  • 

P.  G.  Master  Blake,  in  givinp  his  reasons  for  decliniig  the  position  of 
centennial  orator,  gives  some  important  information  derived  from  Bro. 
Mackey  s  history,  as  well  as  from  his  more  recently  expressed  opinions, 
which  tends  to  rebut  the  above  concluKions.  viz: 

Again  he  says:  ••  Your  offer  to  unite  with  your  brethren  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  orgauiziUion  of  the  Independent  Grand  Lodge  in  1777,  as  an 
historio\l  fact,  was  a  generous  one;  but  I  am  rejoiced  that  it  was  not  ac- 
cepted, for  you  could  not  have  been  an  eulogist  of  the  event  commemo- 
rated. You  could  not  have  spoken  of  the  formation  of  the  Inde{>endent 
Grand  Lodge  without  relerriug  to  its  speedy  suicide  under  political  press- 
ure. But  this  is  an  unpleasant  subject,  and  for  that  reason  I  did  not  dis- 
cuss it  in  my  history;  and  you  would  have  found  it  unpleasant  to  refer  to 
it  in  your  address.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  it  is  better  for  the  honor  of 
our  forefathers  that  it  should  be  left  suh  sUenth," 

From  these  declarations  of  Dr.  Mackey,  it  must  be  conceded  that  when 
he  states,  on  pages  50  and  51,  that  the  existence  of  the  Independent 
Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  is  to  be  dated  from  1777,  he  refers  to  the 
simple  historical  event  that  in  1777  the  only  Grand  Lodge  then  existing 
in  South  Carolina  threw  off  its  provincial  and  assumed  an  independent 
chanicter.  For,  on  page  23,  he  states  that  this  action  was  reHcinded,  and 
the  very  body  which  declared  its  independence  in  1777,  ignobly  suicided 
in  17r>l,  under  the  pressure"  of  political  force.  This  view  is  sustained, 
and  may  bo  verified  by  reference  to  the  events  as  they  are  narrated  in  the 
history. 

On  page  50,  we  find  that  at  the  quarterly  communication  of  the  Pro- 
vincinl  Grand  Lodge  held  in  1777,  Barnard  Elliott  was  elected  *' Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  this  State,"  and  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  by 
resolution,  assumed  an  independent  character.  But,  on  page  53,  it  is 
recorded  that  at  the  anniversary  communication,  held  December  27, 1781, 
John  DeJis  was  unanimously  elected  *'  Provisional '(rrand  Matdfr^**  the 
members,  either  then  or  before  (see  page  52),  by  resolution,  having  deter- 
mined **  to  ignore  the  proceedings  by  which  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge 
had  been  established  in  1777,  and  to  revive  the  existence  of  the  Provin- 
cial Body."  Now,  the  authority  which  created  the  Independent  Grand 
Lodge  in  1777,  was  competent  to  destroy  it  in  1781,  and  the  history  dis- 
tinctly states  that  this  was  done,  and  in  the  same  way — by  resolution. 

We  find  again  that  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  once  more  threw  off  its 
provincial  and  assumed  an  independent  character,  about  1783,  under  the 
new  title  (see  page  53)  of  "The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  and  for  the  State.** 

This  act  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  in  1783,  is  set  forth  as  being 
entirely  independent  of  that  of  1777;  and,  while  neither  the  Independ- 
ent Grand  Lodge  of  1777,  nor  that  of  1783,  can  justly  claim  to  be  the 
beginning  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge,  yet,  of  the  two,  that  of  1783  is 
entitled  to  the  greater  credit. 
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FOREIGN  COBSE8PONDENCB. 

Brother  Charles  laglesby,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  gives  us  one  of  his 
▼ery  interesting  and  acceptable  reports  on  correspondence,  including  a 
candid  and  fair  review  of  the  proceedings  ^of  laost  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  United  States.  He  gives  the  report  of  Alabama  for  1876— the  56th 
annual  communication — due  consideration  and  fraternal'  greeting.  Here 
both  space  and  time  bid  us  away  to  other  jurisdictions;  but  before  we  go, 
Bro.  Inglesby,  ** here's  a  health  to  thee.'* 


GRAND  OFFlOERb  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Beaufort  W.  Ball Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

TENNESSEE. 

We  have  before  us  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee,  at  its  sixty-fourth  grand  annual  communication,  held 
in  Nashville,  Monday  November  12th,  A.  D.  1877. 

Present,  M.  W.  Elihu  Edmundson,  Grand  Master,  all  Grand  Officers  at 
their  stations,  with  a  quorum  of  constituent  members,  including  Past 
Grand  Officers,  Past  Masters,  and  representatives  of  subordinate  Lodges. 

The  session  appears  to  have  been  harmonious,  and  the  work  was  dis- 
patched rapidly,  closing  on  the  momiog  of  the  14th  November. 

We  notice  regretfully  that  our  brethren  of  Tennessee  appear  to  be  a  little 
embarrassed  in  the  matter  of  finances,  but  hope  this  difficulty  has  already 
yanished  and  become  only  a  memory  of  past  and  conquered  impediments 
to  their  onward  march. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  appear  to  have  had  a  full 
share  of  labor,  as  they  report  upon  twenty  cases  of  Appeal,  and  we  know 
well  bow  much  of  close  study  and  disagreeable  duty  is  involved  in  such 
decisions. 

Tenneflsoe  has  404  chartered  Lodges  and  5  working  U.  D. 

THE  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS 

Is  well  written  and  suggestive.  We  do  not  exactly  see  the  necessity  or 
appropriateness  of  the  following  allusions  to  external  strife,  but  possibly 
his  remarks  are  more  apropos  locally  than  we  imagine.    He  says: 

*<To  our  *time-honored  institution'  the  year  just  passed  has  revealed 
nothing  specially  new,  bat  to  the  political  world  it  has  been  fniitftd  of 
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eveDts.  Masonry  has  gone  on  the  even  tenor  of  her  way,  taming  neither 
to  the  right  nor  left'  in  her  mission  of  charity  and  brotherly  love.  When 
our  predecessors  met  here  t>\'elve  months  ago,  our  country  had  just 
emerged  from  an  active,  exciting  and  acrimonious  political  contest, 
in  which  the  two  great  political  parties  had  been  for  several  months 
arrayed  one  against  the  other,  and  while  no  deadly  or  hostile  weapons  had 
been  used,  the  English  vocabulary  had  been  pretty  well  exhausted  in  the 
use  of  unpleasant  and  offensive  epithets.  Many  of  our  brotherhood  who 
were  assembled  here  had  been  active  participants  in  that  contest,  and 
althoagh  its  excitement  was  then  at  its  acme,  yet  within  these  walls 
all  was  peaceful  and  harmonious;  no  bitterness,  dissension,  or  discord 
was  seen  here— the  political  differences  were  leit  without;  we  met  then  as 
we  meet  now,  upon  the  level  and  as  brothers.  However  great  our  relig- 
ious and  political  differences  outside,  within  these  walls  and  those  of  o  or 
Subordinate  Lodges  they  arc  unknown.  One  of  the  cardinal  principles  of 
our  Order,  instilled  in  the  mind  of  the  novice  at  the  very  threshold  is, 
that  Masonry  is  not  to  interfere  with  our  politics  or  religion,  and  is  never 
to  be  discussed  at  our  meetings,  and  this  alone  would  commend  it  favor' 
ably  to  the  world,  especially  at  a  time  when  party  spirit  and  religious  tn' 
naticism  run  high.  Now,  I  am  gratified  to  say  there  is  less  of  this  in  on' 
broad  and  favored  land  than  there  has  been  for  a  very  long  time; 
and  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  we  have  politically  as  well  as  Masoni- 
cally  a  country  free,  peaceful  and  harmonious— no  sections  or  divisions, 
but  united,  indivisible,  inseparable  and  happy." 

He  objects  to  dispensations  for  out  of  time  work,  and  remarks  that — 

'*The  most  discouraging  feature  in  my  whole  correspondence  has  been 
the  failure  of  Lodges  to  meet  and  elect  officers  at  the  time  fixed  by  the 
by-laws,  and  in  consequence  dispensations  were  asked  for  special  elec- 
tions. I  at  first  felt  inclined  to  deny  such  Lodges  the  privilege  of  elect- 
ing, letting  the  old  officers  hold  over,  but  upon  consideration  I  regarded 
a  failure  of  electing  a  fault  especially  of  the  officers,  iind  concluded  it 
better  to  have  them  superseded  at  once,  and  I  never  afteward  hesitated  to 
grant  a  dispensation  in  such  case.  As  already  stated,  the  officers  are  at 
fault  when  their  Lodge  fails  to  meet  at  a  time  fixed  by  the  by-laws,  and 
more  especially  when  an  election  is  required  to  be  held.  I  need  not  re- 
fer to  the  binding  and  solemn  character  of  our  obligation  in  standing  to 
and  abiding  by'  our  by-laws,  and  this  obligation  is  doubly  so  upon  the 
Master.  Ls  their  remissness  to  have  a  meeting  at  this  time  due  to  a  de- 
sire to  hold  over,  or  is  it  simply  indilference  ?  One  or  the  other  it  most 
be,  and  I  cannot  decide  which  is  the  more  culpable.  A  Lodge  that 
is  prosperous  never  fails  to  meet  at  the  stated  times,  and  almost  univer- 
saUy  a  Lodge  that  has  a  good,  efficient,  and  zealous  Master  is  a  prosperous 
one,  and  is  rarely  ever  so  without  such  a  Master." 

Of  Foreign  relations  he  says: 

**I  am  i^ratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  relations  with  all  the  Grand 
Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  and  Territories  are  pleasant  and  satis- 
factory. And  so  far  as  I  know,  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  Grand  Lodges 
with  which  we  are  in  correspondence.  With  nearly  all —domestic  and  for- 
eign— there  is  established  with  this  Grand  Lodge  a  mutual  system  of  rep- 
resentation. Massachusetts,  I  believe,  is  the  only  one  that  has  not 
adopted  it" 
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THE  BEPOBT  ON  FOBEIGN  CORBE&PONDXNGE 

Is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Ckvrles  Stoddart  Blackie,  and  reviews  with  excel- 
lent taste  and  judgment  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  Grand  Lodges. 

The  report  of  Alabama  for  1876~proceeding8  of  the  o6th  annual  com- 
munication—is carefully  analyzed  and  fraternally  considered.  He  dwells 
in  his  remarks  principally  upon  Grand  Master  Pillans*  address,  which  is 
noticed  approvingly,  but  he  does  not  approve  Bro.  Sayre's  preamble  dec- 
larations, in  effect  restricting  Masonry  to  the  Caucasian  race,  etc. 

QBAND  OFFICESS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Americus  V.  Warr Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  Frizzell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

UTAH. 

We  have  again  pleasant  news  from  our  brethren  of  Utah,  in  Bro. 
Christopher  Di^,  Grand  Secretary's  excellently  arranged  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  sixth  annual  communication  of  their  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge,  convened  at  Salt  Lake  City  November  13th,  A.  D.  1877. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Joseph  Milton  Orr  and  a  quorum  of  con- 
stituent members. 

THE  OBAND  MABTEB'S  AODBE8B 

Discusses,  very  interestingly  to  us  and  creditably  to  himself,  various 
questions  of  interest  to  the  Craft  in  his  jurisdiction,  and  pointedly  re- 
bukes the  recent  unmasonic  acts  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.  Our  at- 
tention is  especially  directed  to  his  concluding  remarks,  which  we  extract 
as  elucidating  the  history,  trials  and  successes  of  the  Craft  in  Salt 
Lake,  viz: 

CONCLUSION. 

**In  concluding  my  remarks  I  have  only  a  few  words  to  say:  Twelve 
years  ago  there  were  no  Masonic  Lodges  in  this  Territory,  and  now,  with 
a  population  of  about  150,000  inhabitants,  we  have  only  six  subordinate 
Lodges;  but  that  is  not  discouraging  to  the  brother  who  studies  our  his- 
tory as  Masons,  and  who  understands  the  embarrassments  with  which  we 
are  surrounded;  our  prospects,  however  for  the  future  are  every  day  grow- 
ing brighter.  I  have  seen,  during  my  residence  in  Utah,  many  bad  men 
acquire  power,  and  fall  because  of  their  evil  acts.  I  have  seen  good  men 
driven  from  the  Territory  by  the  intolerant  rule  of  a  fanatical  priesthood, 
while  othexB  fell  beneath  the  stroke  of  the  assassin's  dagger  from  which 
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the  bravest  men  recoil.  It  is  Dot  so  now;  the  time  has  passed  when  men 
are  compelled  to  obey  the  edict— 'do  as  yoa  are  told,  and  ask  no 
questions.* 

**We  now  haye  oar  railroads  and  telegraphs,  and  better  than  all, 
we  have  oar  mines,  miners  and  mechanics— the  one  yielding  wealth,  the 
other  power  and  influence— and  to  day  our  gulches  and  mountains,  from 
Bear  Lake  to  St  George,  are  giving  up  their  hidden  treasures  to  the  hon- 
est miner,  aided  by  giant  powder,  the  pick,  the  shovel,  and  the  driU. 
These  men  know  their  rights,  and  ^knowing  dare  maintain,*  while  the  gov- 
erning power  of  this  great  nation  seems  indififereut  to  the  welfare 
and  good  morals  of  this  Territory.  Yet  the  Supremo  Grand  Master  of  the 
Universe,  with  that  silent,  unknown  power  peculiar  to  the  'Great  I  Am,' 
is  doing  the  work  of  reform  and  bringing  'order  out  of  chaos.*    Truly, 

**  *God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way. 
His  wonders  to  perform, 
He  plants  his  footstept  on  the  sea. 
And  rides  upon  the  storm.* 

**Bight  here  I  call  to  memory  those  beautiful  sentiments  expressed  by  a 
German  poet  more  than  three  hundred  years  ago;  they  are  worth  re- 
peating: 

**  'Though  the  mills  of  the  Gods  grind  slowly. 
Yet  they  grind  exceeding  small; 
Though  with  patience  he  stands  waiting, 
With  exactness  grinds  he  all.* 

* 'Justice  will  prevail.  It  is  said  to  be  'blind  and  slow,*  yet  it  gropes  its 
way  along  with  unerring  certainty,  and  will  in  time  overtake  us  alL  Jus- 
tice is  radical,  it  knows  no  compromiHe.  This  is  the  idea  that  controlled 
our  brothers  when  they  established  the  first  Masonic  Lodge  in  Utah. 

"We  say  to  the  Priests  of  the  Latter-day  Church,  you  caunot  enter  our 
Lodge  rooms — yon  surrender  all  to  an  unholy  priesthood.  You  have 
heretofore  sacrificed  the  sacred  obligations  of  our  beloved  Order  and  we 
believe  you  would  do  the  sjimo  again.  Stand  aside;  we  want  none  of  you. 
Such  a  wound  as  you  gave  Masonry  in  Nauvoo  is  not  easily  healed,  and 
no  Latter-day  Saint  is,  or  can  become  a  member  of  our  order  in  this  Ju- 
risdiction. " 

The  number  of  Lodges  remains  unchanged,  six  being  the  totaL  We 
observe,  however,  a  healthy  increase  of  members. 

FOBEION  COBBESPONDENCE. 

Bro.  Christopher  Diehl  again  presents  the  report  on  correspondence  and 
gives  us  in  it  renewed  evidence  of  his  versatility  of  genius  and  capacity 
for  labor;  for  as  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Librarian  and  Reviewer,  he  is 
equally  master  of  the  situation. 

This  report  reviews  the  proceedings  of  fifty-three  American  Grand 
Lodges,  including  Alabama  report  of  1876— 56th  annual — which  is  appro- 
priately and  courteously  criticised. 
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He  takes  oocosion  to  speak  in  terms  of  strong  commendation  of  Bro. 
Titcomb*8  report  of  that  year,  and  quotes  in  full  his  concluding  remarks. 

Bro.  Diehl  recommended,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  ordered,  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  and  the  Gnind  Lodge  of  New  Mexico 
was  also  recognized. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  Shaw  Scott Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Bro.  Christopher  Diehl  (re-elected) .Grand  Secretary. 

VIRGINIA. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Stf^te  of  Vir 
ginia  at  its  annual  communication  held  in  Bichmond,  Monday,  December 
10,  A.  D.  1877.      Present,  M.  W.  Richard  Parker,  Grand  Master,  with  a 
quorum  of  constituent  members. 

The  pamphlet  containing  these  minutes  is  adorned  by  a  frontal  page 
giving  an  excellent  engraved  likeness  of  R.  W.  John  Dove,  their  venera- 
ble and  deceased  Grand  Secretary. 

We  note  no  incident  of  the  proceedings  dififeriug  from  their  usual  har- 
monious and  expeditious  performance  of  the  important  duties  incident  to 
the  supervision  of  the  work  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  well  written  and  instructive  message. 

He  cautions  against  the  use  uf  bad  material,  such  as  those  induced  by 
'*sheer  curiosity"  or  "motives  of  self  advancement"  to  seek  Masonic  priv- 
ileges. 

He  advises  preparation  for  the  celebration  of  their  approaching  centen- 
nial anniversary  on  October  13th,  1878. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  says: 

**It  is  most  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony 
almost  without  interruption  have  prevailed  throughout  this  jurisdiction 
within  the  past  year.  The  few  instances  in  which  complaints  have  been 
made  have,  I  believe,  all  been  adjusted.  Lodges  have  been  careful  not  to 
invade  each  other's  juris<liction,  and  where  a  doubt  existed  as  to  their 
rights  and  powers,  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  proper  Masonic  authority 
and  his  decision  has  been  cheerfully  acquiesced  in." 

He  makes  the  following  decision,  as  to  the  duty  of  a  Lodge  waiving  ju- 
risdiction over  its  material  in  favor  of  another  Lodge,  which  requires 
more  than  is  generally  deemed  necessary,  viz: 

**That  a  Lodge  cannot  initiate  a  cindidate  who  resides  within  the  juris- 
diction of  another  Lodge,  without  it«:  consent  given  after  he  has  been  sub- 
jected, within  the  Lodge  of  his  residence,  to  the  ballot,  and  it  has  come 


168  APPENDIX.  [187a 

np  clear.  Its  mere  consent,  without  snch  ballot  being  had,  does  not  en- 
title another  Lodge  to  act  upon  his  petition. 

"Also,  when  leave  has  been  properly  granted  by  one  Lodge  to  another 
to  advance  a  brother,  it  should  vote  on  his  moral  qualifications,  althouf^h 
the  Lodge  entitled  to  jurisdiction  of  him  had  elected  him  to  receive  the 
degree.  Such  a  course  is  reasonable,  and  proper  for  the  protection  of 
the  Fraternity." 

In  closing  his  address,   ho  expresses    his  intention  of  declining  a 
re-election. 
Virginia  has  225  chartered  and  2  U.  D.  Lodges  under  her  jorisdiction. 

THE  REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  by  Bro.  W.  F.  Drinkard,  for  committee,  and  is  a  very  lair  and  discrim- 
inating review  of  the  proceedings  of  some  thirty-four  American  Grand 
Lodges.  Alabama — Rei>ort  lor  1876-~is  acknowledged  and  briefly  re- 
viewed. 

ORAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Beverly  R.  R.  Wellford Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  William  B.  Isaacs  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

WASHINGTON. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  **Free  and  Ac* 
ceptcd  Masons  of  the  Territory  of  Washington,''  convened  in  th^ir  twen- 
tieth grand  annual  communication  at  the  city  of  OlympL'^,  Wednesday, 
September  26th,  A.  D.  1877. 

The  (irand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Fomj  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
Piatt  A.  Preston.  Present,  besides  grand  and  past  grand  officers,  the 
representatives  ot  19  of  its  22  chartered  lodges. 

Our  brethren  of  Washington  appear,  from  the  record  before  us.  to  be 
pursuing  the  oven  tenor  of  their  way,  giving  due  beed  to  the  essentials  of 
a  well-ordered  household,  and  gradually  but  steadily  attaining  to  that 
efdablishment  and  prosperity  which  surely  rewards  the  industrious  and  fru- 
gal craftsman.  We  note  no  question  of  general  interest  as  having  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  session,  the  work  being  mainly  devoted  to 
local  concerns. 

THE  GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS 

is  well  conceived  and  happily  expressed,  and  we  quote,  as  specially  inter- 
esting, his  remarks  on 
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HOME  AND  FOBEiaN  BELATE0N8. 

Washington  Territory  is  now  assuming  a  position  of  considerable  im- 
portance among  the  States  and  Territories  of  oar  country.  Its  many 
resources  for  industrial  pursuits,  its  extensive  bodies  of  beautiful  timber, 
convenient  harbors,  rich  soil,  numerous  water  privileges,  and  many  other 
substantial  attractions,  are  now  influencing  thousands  of  people  to  seek 
permanent  homes  within  her  geographical  boundaries.  It  is  theretbre  of 
great  importance  to  our  common  interests,  that  individuals  and  organized 
bodies  do  what  they  reasonably  can  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our 
Territory.  I  think  I  shall  not  be  accused  of  c-gotism,  when  I  assume  that 
Masons  and  Masonic  bodies  hold  no  second  place  among  men  and  insti- 
tatious.  The  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  various  jurisdictions 
in  the  United  States  are  probably  read  by  a  larger  number  of  persons,  and 
with  greater  interest,  than  are  those  of  any  other  body  of  men.  The 
committees  in  the  various  jurisdictions  are  continually  collecting  inter- 
esting matter,  and  are  correcting  errors  which  have  gradually  and  inad- 
vertently crept  into  the  minds  and  practices  of  Masonic  Lodges  and  indi- 
vidual Masons. 

Our  B.  W.  Bro.  Mackey  has  well  and  truly  said,  »*The  committees  on 
correspondence  are  the  links  which  bind  the  Grand  Lodges  into  one 
united  whole  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.** 

It  is  always  gratifying  to  the  true  Manon  to  observe  a  rapid  and  healthy 
growth  of  our  Order,  and  there  are  no  possible  means  by  which  this 
knowledge  can  be  brought  to  their  observation  so  readily  as  by  the  perusal 
of  the  productions  of  these  committees. 

There  is  no  motive  so  forcible  to  encourage  and  prompt  men  to  dili- 
gence and  activity  in  their  calling,  as  the  knowledge  that  the  principles 
apon  which  their  faith  and  practices  are  based  are  highly  appreciated  by 
great  numbers,  and  are  becoming  a  power  in  the  land. 

There  are  no  available  means  by  which  these  facts  can  be  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  general  Masonic  reader  so  readily,  as  by  the  works 
of  the  different  committees  on  foreign  correspondence. 

In  these  reports  they  preseut  an  epitome  of  the  transactions  of  the  vari- 
rions  Grand  Bodies  throughout  the  country,  the  condition  of  Masonry  in 
general,  and  to  a  great  degree  influence  a  universal  harmony  in  work. 

Bro.  and  B.  W.  Thos.  Milburne  Reed  makes  the  report  on 

FOREIGN  COBBESPONOENCE, 

which  is  a  judicious  and  creditable  review  of  the  work  of  43  Grand 
Lodges;  done,  too,  under  the  pressure  of  a  Grand  Lodge  restriction  as  to 
space,  and  other  difficulties,  which  are  thus  explained: 

The  committee  have  made  but  a  partial  review  of  the  proceedings  re- 
ceived from  other  Grand  Lodges  since  our  last  annual  communication. 
Two  principal  causes  have  operated  to  bring  about  this  result  First,  our 
knowledge  was  only  presumptive,  at  best,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  would 
feel  justified  at  this  session  in  removing  the  restrictions  which,  for  the 
past  three  years,  have  greatly  abridged  the  labor  and  confined  the  com- 
mittee's report  to  almost  the  bare  acknowlegement  of  proceedings  from 
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other  Grand  Bodies,  and  the  collation  of  statistics,  etc.  Secondly,  while, 
in  view  of  this  contingency,  the  committee  have  really  felt  that  they  have 
no  time  to  waste,  or  to  spend  for  a  nseless  purpose,  yet,  pressed  with  an 
urgency  almost  irresistible,  from  many  brethren,  *'  to  go  ahead  with  a 
general  review  and  report,"  we  made  a  commencement  some  two  months 
ago.  But,  unfortunately,  severe  illness  in  our  family,  requiring  personal 
attention  to  the  sick,  arrested  our  progress.  This,  with  other  prensiog 
business  engagements,  has  so  completely  occupied  the  time  we  had  in- 
tended to  have  devoted  to  this  labor,  that  we  have  come  short  of  our  pur- 
pose in  the  examination  of  the  matter  under  review — a  necessary  contin- 
gent upon  a  good  report. 

Bro.  Reed  reviews  at  some  length  the  proceedings  of  Alabama — 56th 
annual  communication— for  1876. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Robert  Crosby  ffill Grand  Blaster. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  Mllbume  Reed  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  convened  in  its  thirteenth 
annual  communication,  at  Martinsburg,  Tuesday,  November  13th,  A.  D. 
1877. 

Present,  M.  W.  G.  Watkinson,  Grand  Master,  with  the  representatives 
of  72  of  the  76  constituent  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction. 

THE  OBANO   MASTEB's  ADDRESS 

Briefly  rehearses  the  events  of  the  year,  and  then  devotes  most  of  his 
space  to  *'  a  few  general  reflections  upon  the  principles  and  tenets  of  our 
Order. "  These  reflections  flU  four  of  the  six  pages  ot  the  address.  In 
closing  these  remarks,  he  says: 

Finally,  I  notice  that  brothers  should  live  in  harmony  with  the  teach- 
ings and  tenets  of  our  Order.  It  is  not  a  religious  society,  and  yet  it 
teaches  men  to  be  moral  and  upright  The  lectures  of  the  different  de- 
grees are  master-pieces  of  moral  logic,  and  should  be  delivered  and  lis- 
tened to  in  none  other  than  the  most  solemn  manner.  Brethren,  I  fear 
that  none  of  us  live  up  to  the  moral  standard  of  real  Free  Miisonry;  we 
are  growing  too  much  into  a  disposition  to  modernize  its  workings,  and 
thus  forget  the  landmarks  laid  out  by  the  fathers  who  gave  it  to  the  world. 
Let  us,  as  Masons,  to-night  pledge  ourselves  anew  to  stand  by  the  grand 
old  institution  that  has  stood  by  us  through  the  storms  of  forty  centuries 
or  more.  Let  us  stand  by  the  institution  that  has,  from  its  origin,  stood 
by  the  distressed  of  every  land.  •  ♦  •  •  • 
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The  work  of  the  session  was  devoted  to  matters  of  local  legislation  and 
interest. 
A  general  bat  very  brief  report  on 

FOREIGN   COBBE8PONDENCE 

Was  made  by  R.  W.  Brother  O.  8.  Long,  Grand  Secretary.  We  fear  his 
long  opening  paragraph  will  cat  him  short  both  with  the  ladies  and  the 
critics. 

GRAND  OFFICEB8  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  (George  Baird Qrand  Master. 

R  W.  Bro.  O.  S.  Long  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

We  have  no  little  pleasure  in  welcoming  the  Wisconsin  Report  for  1877, 
the  first  visitant  to  our  sanctum  from  that  thriving  jurisdiction  which  has 
for  several  years  answered  to  oar  call  for  more  light  from  the  West  We 
do  not  know  why  it  has  been  so,  but,  certes,  for  two  successive  years,  at 
least,  the  voice  of  Wisconsin  has  not  been  hoard  in  oar  wigwam,  except 
in  faint  echoes  of  praise  from  other  regions.  We  welcome  this  pleasant 
renewal  of  our  former  intimacy,  and  trust  we  shall  not  again  be  deprived 
of  good  tidings  from  the  land  where  the  white  waters  flow. 

Our  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  held  their  thirty-third  grand  annual 
communication  at  Milwaukee  on  Tuesday,  June  Tith,  A.  L.  5877. 

Pi*e8ent,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Jedd  P.  C.  Cottrill,  with  a  large  attend- 
ance of  lodge  representatives  and  other  constituents  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Wisconsin  has  188  chartered  lodges  (and  4  U.  D.)  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  the  minutes  before  us  indicate  thrift,  intelligence  and  industry 
as  characteristic  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  subordinates.  Few  ques- 
tions of  a  general  interest  were  discussed  or  acted  upon  at  this  communi- 
cation. The  overture  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  and  at  its  suggestion  action  was 
postponed  until  the  next  annual  assemblage. 

THE  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS 

Is  an  excellent  executive  message,  reviewing  the  events  of  the  year,  and 
suggesting  needed  legislation.     We  quote  his 
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"I  have  been  frequently  called  upon,  as  I  have  no  doubt  every  Grand 
Master  will  continue  to  be,  for  decisions.  The  constitution  and  standing 
rules  have  answered  most  of  the  questions,  the  general  law  of  Masonry 
answered  the  remainder.     I  report  the  following  among  others  made: 

'*For  the  fourth  time  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  upon  its  decisions  in  1861, 
1864  and  1875,  that  the  loss  of  an  eye  renders  the  candidate  ineligible.  I 
report  the  decision  that  finally  upon  this  point  the  law  may  be  under- 
stood. 

**I  denied  an  application  from  a  subordinate  to  issue  an  official  request 
as  Grand  Master  to  all  the  subordinates  to  aid  a  brother  said  to  be  in  dis- 
tress, deeming  that  his  own  Lodge  should  first  contribute  to  his  relief  to 
the  extent  of  their  ability  before  calling  upon  other  Lodges. 

'*That  an  E.  A.  rejected  for  the  second  degree  was  in  good  standing  as 
an  £.  A.  until  convicted  upon  charges. 

**That  a  wife  was  a  competent  witness  against  her  husband  in  a  Ma- 
sonic trial.     [Disapproved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence.] 

'*That  an  £.  A.  who  had  not  applied  tor  advancement  in  nine  years, 
and  had  in  the  mean  time  lost  his  right  hand,  was  ineligible  for  advance- 
ment. 

"That  a  Lodge  could  rightfully  charge  an  affiliation  fee;  though  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  prohibited  by  the  constitution. 

"That  a  candidate  for  advancement  must  exhibit  proficiency  in  the 
English  language,  except  in  the  case  of  Lodges  allowed  to  work  in  other 
languages. 

That  after  the  lapse  of  thirteen  years,  an  E.  A.  applying  for  advance- 
ment must  petition  for  it,  and  a  ballot  be  had." 

He  speaks  very  favorably  of  internal  affairs,  thus: 

*'So  far  as  I  am  advised,  the  general  condition  of  the  Graft  la  prosper- 
ous and  harmonious,  and  the  Fraternity  is,  with  due  slowness  and  due 
dignity,  gradually  increasing  both  in  numbers  and  in  influence.  Two 
cases  only  of  real  difficulty  have  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year. 
In  oue,  I  think,  the  matter  was  entirely  adjusted,  and  it  was  not  of  much 
seriousness  of  character.  An  explanation  of  a  misunderstanding  effected 
its  relief.  In  the  other  a  trial  has  been  had,  and  its  result,  I  presume, 
will  be  here  on  appeal  for  review.  But  generally,  considering  the  large 
number  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction,  I  can  congnitulate  the  Grand 
Lodge  upon  its  healthy,  harmonious  and  true  Masonic  condition.  And 
so  may  it  ever  continue  to  be  !" 

FOBEION  OOBRESPOMDENCE. 

R  W.  Bro.  John  W.  WoodhuU  gives  us  a  very  acceptable  report  on  cor- 
respondence, notwithstanding  his  own  depreciatory  remarks  about  it, 
when  he  sayn  '*it  is  barely  a  skeleton. " 

His  review  includes  the  proceedings  of  forty-eight  Grand  Lodges,  in- 
cluding those  of  Alabama  for  1876— 56th  annual  report — which  are  verj 
acceptably  and  fraternally  criticised. 
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We  quote  his  reference  to  the  writer's  report  of  that  year,  and  his  fail- 
ure to  take  note  of  Wisconsin,  tendering  oar  good  brother  thanks  for  his 
appreciative  comments  and  assaring  him  that  the  omission  referred  to 
was  caused  alone  by  the  non-receipt  of  his  report  He  says  of  these 
matters: 

"The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  Bro.  Oliver  8.  Beers.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  closely  printed  pages  are  evidence  to  those  who 
have  written  these  reports,  how  arduous  was  the  labor  performed.  Its 
historical  exactness  makes  it  valuable  for  reference,  and  we  feel  under 
many  obligations  to  Bro.  Beers  for  the  many  items  of  information  we  have 
gleaned  by  its  perusal.  ^Wisconsin  is  not  noticed.  This  we  regret  ex- 
ceedingly. Because,  Bro.  Beers,  we  are  up  here  near  the  icebergs,  do  not 
imagine  wo  have  no  hearts,  or  that  our  warm  casings  are  impenetrable. 

Wisconsin  brethren  are  ready,  willing  and  glad  to  shake  from  their 
garments  every  vestige  of  ill  will  or  temper  which  may  have  rested  upon 
Uiem  in  the  sorrowful  past,  and  stand  side  by  side  with  Alabama  brethren 
upon  the  great  Masonic  platform.     Please  do  not  pass  us  by  again. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jedd  P.  C.  Cottrill  (re-elected) Grand  Master, 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  W.  WoodhuU  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

WYOMING. 

We  have  an  interesting  report  from  Wyoming,  giving  proceedings  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  that  Territory  at  its  third  annual  communi- 
cation held  at  Evanston  October  9th,  A.  D.  1877.  Present  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Frederick  E.  Adams,  and  a  quorum  of  constituent  members. 

The  Grand  Master  read  an  interesting  annual  address,  giving  us  pleas- 
ant assurance  of  the  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  Graft  in  that  juris- 
diction.    He  condemns  the  infidel  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

He  discusses  at  some  length  the  Cuban  conflict ,  and  recommends  the  offi- 
cial recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Cuba,  which  was  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  they  also  zecognized  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico. 

He  also  calls  attention  to,  and  expresses  sensible  views  on,  the  subject 
of  negro  Masonry.  He  opposes  the  Ohio  proposition  authorizing  two 
Grand  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction,  one  for  white  and  the  other  for  colored 
men. 

His  views  commend  themselves  to  us  as  well  expressed  and  judicious, 
save  alone  his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba. 

The  proceedings  under  review  have  an  added  interest  in  the  able  and 
instructive  Oration  delivered  by  M.  W.  Melville  P.  Brown. 
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Wyoming  bis  four  chartered  (and  one  U.  D.)  Lodges  ander  her  joris- 
diction. 

FOBEION  COBBESPOMDENCE. 

Bro.  William  G.  Tonn,  Grand  Secretary,  favors  us  with  an  acceptable 
report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  with  evident  care  and  discrimination 
the  proceedings  of  forty-four  Grand  Lodges.  His  first  effort,  and  on  that 
score,  together  with  limited  time,  etc.,  he  claims  immunity  for  deficien- 
cies which  are  not  apparent  in  his  work. 

The  report  of  Alabama  for  1876— 56th  annual— has  due  consideration. 

He  commends  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Pillans,  and  is  quite  pro- 
nounced against  Bro.  Sayre's  resolutions  on  negro  Masonry  (offered,  bat 
not  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama). 

OBAXD  OmCEBS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Orlando  North Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  G.  Tonn  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

CONCLUSION* 

After  so  long  and  so  tedious  a  report  as  the  foregoing,  it  is  certainly 
permissible  for  us  to  conclude  without  a  formal  conclusion. 

The  writer,  therefore,  closes  his  review  just  here,  and  respectfully  and 
fraternally  submits  his  well-iutended,  if  not  well-performed,  labors  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  and  Brethren  of  Alabama  for  their  indulgent  consid- 
eration and  kind  approval,  adding  a  pleasant  au  revoir  to  all  coi^reres  of 
the  reportorial  corps. 

OLIVER  &  BEERS, 

Chaimuui. 


NAMES  AHD  fTDMBERS  OF  LODGES. 

WUk  Ikf  niimbT-o/  Memlnrn,  amounl  of  Dura  paid  to  "i«  Oratui  LotlffS, 
awd  Oit  nmnbfr  i^  llu^t  Enlertd,  Pasted,  Rais^,  Affilialid,  lUjeded,  and 
DintilUd,  since  liisl  Jitfiira. 
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Andrew  F.  Mooro,  March  25 Tuskegee No.  57 
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WiUiamC.  Witbington,  Sept  12,  1877..  ) 

Thomas  H.  Blair,  Feb.  6 V  Landmark No.  187 
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Lucius  G.  Freeman York **  211 
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David  Hudson,  Aug.  Newton **  22i 
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James  Thaddeus,  Oct  1 9.  0*2  years ) 

John  J.  Abbott.  Nov.  22,  1876,  57  years.  ) 

Pickens  D.Cosper. March  25,1877,57  years  }  Cropwell "  247 

Walker  W.Wadsworth,  May  3, 77, 34  years  ) 
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Richard  Robertson,  May  22 \  North  Point '*  252 

Moses  Shirley,  June  4 ) 

Jacob  Amut.'Sept  5,  1878 Quitman •*  254 

Joseph  J.  N.  McConnoll,  March  4 Gaylesville •*  256 

Henry  Gullev,  March  14 BellviUe "  2(>0 

Xavier  Willman,  March  10 Talladega '*  261 

Willis  B.  Blankenship,  June  9 Meridian "  265 

Kinneth  C-arpenter,  Aug.  21 Frankfort **  275 

Andrew  J.  Wood,  June  28 Northern "  278 

Andrew  J.  Moates,  Oct  26 Georgiana * '   285 

Jonas  Webb,  Oct  22 GillcHpie »'•  290 

Charles  C.  Stewart,  Sopt  14,  55 years. . .  I  y  _  .i   .>ni. 

John  S.  Wheeler,  Oct  12,  65  years  .    . . .  f  ^^^^ '"  *^"* 

Thomas  Lasgen.  June  30 Clnttsville "319 

John  P.  Wallace,  Sept.  9 Charity "331 

Matthew  HariK-r.  Oct.  28 Olivcjr *•  334 

Jacob  Petree,  Sopt  12,  63  years Albert  Pike "  339 

Robert  G.  Reagan,  Nov.  1 Reagan **   341 

Daniel  B.  Jones,  Juno  25 Sip^ey '•   3,50 

James  Si\xon,  Jan. 6,  64  years Heatou "   354 

Benjamin  F.  Moseley,  June  21 Barbour **   358 

Phillip  C.  Daniel,  ^Lirch  5 Pleasant   Site "   364 

Joberry  Woodall,  May  7 Cross  Plains •*   368 

Lessly  William,  Dec.  7,  187<) [  Wpncrnfka  *♦   378 

Alex»inder  G.  Peddy,  April  18 )  ^eogufka </8 

Daniel  W.  Long,  June  5,  58  years Waterloo "  382 
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Ricfhard  B.  Neville,  July,  5 Trinity No.  386 

John  C.  Strioklftud,  March  22 Hickory  Flat "  392 

Mo8e«  W.  Lackey,  Feb.  2,  1877 Black  Oak "  :m 

Jesse  M.  Warren,  June  10 Haw  Ridge "  399 

Hardy  A.  Braswell,  Nov.  17,  1877 |  Hnhnlr«n  "  404 

Andrew  J.  Etheredge,  Sept  2 f  noDOKen W4 

Joel  M.  Smitherman,  March  31 Jemison **  411 


SUSPENDED    FOR    NON-PAYMENT    OF   DUES. 


Helion  No.  1.— Hiram  Brewster,  N.  B.  Orayson,  Mack  B.  Irby,  Thom- 
as McCalley  Jr.,  Harvey  W.  Nance,  James  J.  Pleasants,  M L.   Seat, 

B F.  Stein,  S D.  Cabanis,  T J.  Humphrey,  John  R.  Johnson, 

C J.  Mastin,  William  Weeden.  J B.  White— 14. 

MouiiTON  No.  6.— Samuel  C.  Alexander,  Drury  W.  Bynum,  David  F. 
Dinsmore,  Da>id  L.  Diusmore,  "William  S.  Eyster,  William  D.  Gloasen, 
John  P.  Hodges,  David  C.  Murphree,  Henry  N.  McWhorter,  Thomas 
Masterson,  John  C.  McCluskey,  Thomas  B.  Ponder,  John  W.  Roberts, 
Edgar  T.  Simms,  Pleasant  Sivley,  Morgan  L.  Ussery,  James  T.  Woodruff, 
Benjamin  F.  Whitlow,  Franklin  M.  Crow,  John  G.  Coflfey,  John  W.  Mc- 
Cluskey— 21. 

^  Macon  No.  7. — Zachariah  L.  Bettis,  Whitfield  B.  Summers,  William  S. 
Williamson,  John  D.  DeWitt— 4. 

GiLEAD  No.  9.— David  W.  Wright,  W.  H.  H.  Hendricks,  Rufus  G.  Las- 
Riter,  R.  S.  Wright,  Haywood  Vaughan,  John  J.  Altman,  Hiram  J.  Bruis- 
ter,  James  H.  O'Hara,  Joseph  B.  Daniel,  Richard  B.  Smith — 10. 

Royal.  White  Habt  No.  10. — John  E.  Thomas,  James  B.  Cox,  Michael 
R  Hill,  John  H.  Rollins,  Monroe  Warren — 5. 

MoNTooMEBT  No.  U. — Johu  P.  Dickcrsou,  George  P.  Fuhrman,  Frank 
^L  Hereford,  John  W.  Simpson,  Malcom  D.  Fisher — 5. 

Athens  No  16. — Silas  R,  Hine — 1. 

Saint  Albans  No.  22.— Waller  H.  Grant— 1. 

Dale  No.  25.— Jason  Holloman,  Marshall  G,  Condee,  William  A.  George, 
Joseph  H.  Bonner,  Richard  0.  Jones,  George  H,  Moye,  Robert  Tait,  John 
McCa8kill-8. 

La  Fayette  No.  26.— Shadrack  C  Tramill- 1. 

Selma  Fraternal  No  27. — Joseph  Gothard,  John  P.  Howard,  Jeremiah 
Johnson,  John  A.  McLeod,  William  H.  Welch,  James  W.  Young— 6. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29.— Benjamin  F.  Cross,  John  Flack— 2. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37.— Edward  C.  James,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Charles  C. 
Swope — 3. 

.  Wetumpka  No.  39.— George  W.  Turner— 1. 
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Mobile  No.  40.— James  M.  Hartsfield — 1. 

LiviNo.sTON  No.  41. — Lewis  Parent,  Lsiiac  James  Lee,  Harvey  B.  Leitch 
—3. 

Leiohton  No.  43.— F.  C.  VinKOii,  B.  R.  King,  James  M.  Morgan— 3. 

Harmony  No.  46.  —Jacob  Lorch,  James  M.  Tallman— 2. 

Demopolis  No.  49. — Joseph  H.  Armstrong,  M D.  Picard— 2. 

Union  No.  50.—  Joseph  Blanks,  Jacob  Taas— 2. 

New  Market  No.  52. —Daniel  H.  Petty,  George  H.  Britton— 2. 

GREENiN(i  No.  53.  — Jeptha  P.  Howard — 1. 

Amity  No.  54.— James  A.  McAlpine,  Beverly  B.  Pierce,  Patrick  C. 
Schappert,  Winter  P.  Hall,  George  M.  Hickman,  George  Stewart — 6. 

Troy  No.  5G.— Biirtley  Darby,  David  B.  Casksey — 2. 

TusKEOER  No.  57.  —John  A.  Cunningham,  James  A.  Chapman,  William- 
Zeiss,  Thomas  W.  Danghtrj%  Thomas  F.  Danghtry — 5. 

ToMPKiNBviLLE  No.  01. — Leonidas  Alston,  James  M.  Fouchee,  John  W. 
Johnson,  John  M.  Johnson,  E.  Terrell  Kemp,  James  R.  Young— 6. 

EoREKA  No.  04.— John  T.  Broughton,  Henry  M.  Caldwell.  Hill  F.  Oli- 
ver, Lafayette  H.  J.  Brown,  Andrew  M.  Black,  William  G.  Harrison,  James 
S.  Womack,  William  A.  Dukes— 8. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  07.  — Alexis  R.  Dennison,  William  Richardson, 
William  C.  Sager,  Charles  E.  W^ilson,  Charles  P.  Sparronberger,  John  M. 
Shelton-r,.  • 

Howard  No.  GO. — Harrj^  W.  Clayton — 1. 

Centr.\l  No.  70. —John  W.  Crim — 1. 

TonopEKA  No.  71.— Alfred  Johnson— 1. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.  —Jay  McCondichue— 1. 

Solomon  No.  74.— William  H.  Denson,  Oliver  D.  Towles,  McClelland 
Rachford-3. 

Ckozikr  No.  78. — William  Defreece,  Terrel  Andrews,  John  W.  Hanna 
—3. 

Fredonia  No.  79 — William  H.  Goss,  James  G.  Young — 2. 

Wiix'ox  No.  80.— William  T.  Martin,  Oliver  Carter.  Thomas  F.  Jenkins, 
John  W.  Wilson,  Andew  J.  Dunnum— 5. 

Friendship  No.  83.— Lshani  Pounds,  Albert  B.  Hamlet,  Jasper  J.  Little, 
James  A    M.  Ward.  Miltcm  W.  Perry.  James  McGill— 0. 

Meridian  Sun  No.  88.    -Thomas  Riggs— 1. 

Prattville  No.  8ih  — William  J.  Boom — 1. 

TrcKADATcHKE  N<).  Of). — Arthur  L.  Foreman— 1. 

LozAUAxrHEE  No.  97. — William  J.  S.  Striplin-l. 

Fi'LTos  No.  9h. — Isaac  M.  Rogers — 1. 
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Hakh^ell  No.  101.— Kobort  McKibbin,  JameB  McKibbin,  Henry  T. 
Snow,  Robert  Chuppell-  1. 

Newbebn  No.  102. — Robert  W.  Dmke,  David  Kbumlin,  Boney  Kisco— 3. 

Good  Samauitan  No.  104.— William  H.Biard,  iRaiab  T.  Talbot,  Con- 
BtAntinc  M.  Harris,  Strawder  Oaines,  Hngb  Wrigbt,  Andrew  W.  Smith, 
Samuel  C.  Cog»jjin--7. 

Shiix)H  No.  105. — .Tames  II.  Thread'^il),  Nathan  Dauiuls— 2. 

FoBEST  Hill  No.  110. -John  R.Brandon,  James  P.  Cospor,  Elbert 
Jordan— 3. 

Sylvan  No  111.— Thomas  L.  I^andon,  Henry  L.  Wood,  Lafayette  N. 
Cole,  Jamas  H.  Robi^rtson  -4. 

Dean  No.  11*2.— John  M.  Liles,  Henderson  B.  Still,  Samuel  P.  Feagiu, 
Benben  Hart,  Henry  T.  Parker,  Benjamin  F.  Grice,  Isaac  Wade,  Sftmuel 
McGowin,  William  Foshee,  Alexander  McGowin — 10. 

PEBKYVU.1J2  No.  117.—  Francis  M.  Ford,  John  S.  Ford,  Balaam  A.  Fos- 
ter, James  S.  Heard,  John  White --5. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120. — William  J.  Slaughter,  Marion  Z.  D.  Pitman, 
Harrj'  J.  Bryant,  Marion  Milner-i. 

BoiJVAB  No.  127.  — Flavius  J.  Graham,  Hugh  Westmoreland,  William 
J.  Lingnen,  Thomas  D.  Westmoreland,  Francis  M.  Barrier,  .Tames  G. 
Caperton,  James  L.  D.  Russell,  John  Chxy  Oapcrton,  Jerry  H.  J.  Williams, 
Thomas  Brown,  John  Smith,  Adam  H.  (.^apertou,  Charles  L.  M.  Porter, 
Thomas  T.  Cotnam,  Benjamin  W.  D.  Ililhi,  Andrew  Horn,  Samuel  C. 
Norwood,  Samuel  H.  Glover,  Newton  Hackworth,  Frank  R.  Allison,  Alex- 
ander Brown,  James  B.  Arendale— 22. 

YoRKViLLE  No.  131. — Robert  J.  Henry  -1. 

Columbia  No.  135. —Dougald  P.  McNair,  Frank  M.  Bunker,  Daniel 
Carmichael,  Henry  B.  Davis,  James  Hooten,  Thomas  Robinson,  Henry 
Wechslor,  Wiley  Williams,  William  MeNeally — 0. 

Unity  No.  I'M). — James  I).  Clark.  William  M.  Vaughan    -2. 

Bbadfori)  No.  13H.    -Joseph  G.  Pwirson,  Isaac  L   Chafin-2. 

Bethel  No.  141.     Cliaries  W.  Defreeso,  Daniel  I.  Walden  — 2. 

Baldwin  No.  142.  -Virgil  E.  Cr.iwJord,  John  Kilcrease,  Joseph  P.  Mc- 
Gill.  William  F.  Stupleton— 4. 

RoDOERsviixE,  No.  147.--John  D.  Nance,  George  Shoemaker,  Joshua 
J.  Crittenden — 3. 

Cold  Water  No.  148. — BenjamnCaffee,  John  W  Thrasher,  Richmoiul 
C.  Caffee,  Newberne  B.  Durettt'  -3. 

Chambers  No.  140.  -Franklin  L.  Treadwell,  William  I.  Manning, 
James  L.  Nea.se,  Abner  Ilurlson-  4. 

Bladon  Si'RiNCis  No .  151 .  —  B N    Corloy  —  1 . 
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Mount  JEFtiawoif  No .  152 .  —William  White— 1 . 
Maysville  No.  158.— Perry  L.  Harrison,  Benjamin  W.  Brown,  John 
F.  Clark,  Frank  B.  Gnrley— 4. 

Penick  No.  161.— Stephen  P.  Haj'nie,  Harrison  B.  Holman.  John  H. 
Mann,  William  0.  Wallace,  John  B    Turner,  Herod  Bush— 6. 
Fayetteviixe  Authentic  No.  103.— John  B.  Green— 1. 
SuMTEE  No    166.— William  T.  Ward,  John  C.  Ezelle— 2. 
Elba  No.  170.— James  Duncan,  James  H.  O'Bear,  Thomas  Spigener— 3 
Clopton  No.  171.  -Robert  Y.  Daniels— 1. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173.— Richard  H.  Adams,  Cadwallider  H.  Beale, 
George  C.  Ball,  James  W.  Oats,  James  R  Stewart,  Hiram  Haines 
—7 

AsEBFon^  No.  181. — Isaac  F.  Culver—  1 . 
Brundidoe  No.  184. — Cttswell  Emtiuger — 1. 

Catawla   No  .  186  — Henrj'  W .  Box,  Samuel   Isaacs,  Jenkins  D.  Clark 
—3. 
Tombiobee  No.  190. — Comer  B.  Jones,  John  W.  Ellis — 2. 
Brush  Creek  No.  191. — Elias  E.  Tramill,  William  P.  Langston,  Geo. 
S.  Turner,  William  W.  Sims,  Thomas  C.  Rayfield— 5. 

CrtATTAUoocHEE  No .  192 .  — J M .  Love,  F H .  Calhonu,  Wiley 

Duftee,  F Yarborough,  George  Roberts,  Thomas  Jennings,  James  J. 

Ha  vis — 7. 
HirtH  JxKi  No.  193.— Leopold  Wolf— 1. 

Opelika  No.  195.  — Elisha  C.  Bo  wen,  Robert  E.  Bowen,  John  B.  Bar- 
nett,  John  C.  Condon,  Warren  S.  Dougla.ss,  George  W.  Dawson,  Houston 
L.  Griffin,  John  W.  Hewell,  John  C.  Meadows— 9. 

Sylacauga  No.  2U0.— John  T.  Applewhite,  William  B.  Gooch,  JohnT. 
McMillan,  William  R.  Owens,  James  H.  Caudle— 5. 
Valley  No.  203.— William  D.  Lewis,  Robert  J  .  Tankersley- 2. 
Alexandria  No.  208.— Phillip  H.  Brother,  Jonathan   Phillips,  Mark 
D.  Broughtou,  JohnF.  Walker,  Luke  A.  Hanks— 5. 

York  No.  211.--Guillijim  liiudolph,  Wilson  Shepherd,  Samuel  Walton, 
Isaac  H.  Shepherd,  William  B.  Appling,  Rufus  L.  Jones— 6. 

Sam  Dixos  No.  21:J. — James  McGee,    Aip   Lowe,  John   Dixon,    James 
Bradford,  Jamts  B.  Davi.s,  Samuel  Roberts,  Thomas  A.  Autery,    Robert 
Cameron,  William  A.  Lowe,  Tilmau  H    Knight —10. 
LiNEViLi^  No.  219.  — .Tesse  H.  Burkhoad,  Killet  Sims,  Aaron  Parker— 3 
Western  Stau  No.  222.  -  Oscar  F.  Hunter,  Elijah  S  Alvis— 2. 
Louisvu.LE  No.  225.     Seaborn  J.  Cumming,  James  L.  Bradley,  Uzziel 
R.  Shelby,  James  A.  McLemorc,  Alexander  P.  Johnson,  Judge  T.  Jack- 
son, James  M .  Grant,  Frank  M .  Cord«»mau,  Pharaoh  Carroll,  James  Tom- 
belin-10. 
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Santa  Fe  No.  226.-- John  M.  Dabney.  Seth  P  Stringer,  Edwin  J. 
Doty,  Josiah  Jones,  Elisha  McVay—  5 . 

Duck  Spriko  No.  231.— John  St^wers,  A.  A.  Parr,  Martin  F.  Scott — 3 

Sepulga  No.  233.— John  H.  Stamps,  James  L.  McLain— 2. 

BowEN  No.  241. — Joseph  C.  Nix,  Samaei  H.  Stephens — 2. 

R.\MEB  No.  243. — Tenerson  N.  Chesser.  Calvin  Stevens,  Samuel  N. 
Sharp,  David  Levingston,  Thomas  J.  Wilkins— 5. 

Dawson  No.  244.— David  Majors,  William  J.  IJorsworthy,  Henry  C. 
Smith,  Joseph  M.  Sellers,  James  Nichols,  William  P.  Bass,  Gincinnatus 
D.  Owen— 7. 

HARiasoN  Nb.  246. —Thomas  T.  Moore,  Thomas  J.  Bryant,  Aaron  8. 
Head,  William  0»  Thomas,  Nathan  S.  Dukes— 5. 

Cropwel  No.  247.  — Robert  Cook,  James  O.  Hardwick,  Jesse  T.  Masters, 
John  M.  Sims,  Lewis  Stmcener,  Jone»  J.  Willingham,  Thomas  R.  Bea- 
vers, Jefferson  Riley,  John  Rowe — 9, 

Lawrence  No.  248. — William  H.  Ennis,  Timothy  Lee,  George  P.  Pit- 
man, William  J.  Parish,  Giles  W.  Richards,  John  A.  Scott,  Winfield 
Scott— 7. 

Amand  No.  250. —William  MoteH — 1. 

North  Port  No.  252.— Leonidas  F.  Burks,  James  S.  McGree.  Thomas 
Clements,  James  EL  Freeman,  William  L.  Christian,  Jonathan  Shirley, 
Oliver  H  Day— 7. 

Rose  Hu.l  No.  253. — Benjamin  J.  Boyett,  Jonathan  J.  Harrelson,  Wade 
H  Childre,  Stephen  Woodam— 4. 

QuFTMAN  No.  254. — Augustus  F.  Whittle— 1. 

Gayles\-ille  No  256.  —Henry  Young,  James  Newman,  William  F.  Hen- 
derson, B.  Madison  McGce,  Charles  M.  Bell,  Andrew  L.  Barry,  Samuel 
M.  Simmons,  William  M.  Barnard,  Patrick  B.  Elliott,  Seneca  J.  Kelley, 
John  Winters— 11. 

Randolph  No.  258. — John  W.  Patterson,  John  W.  Berry-  2. 

Magnolia  No.  259.— John  Craft,  Cleanthus  R.  Etistbum,  Charles  J. 
Malone,  Alexander  McKinstry,  James  T.  McKay,  George  W.  Smith— 6. 

Talladega  No.  261. — .Tames  S.  Watson— 1. 

Walnut  Grove  No.  264.  -John  P.  Honea,  William  Young,  Elias  R 
Bynum,  Jesse  S.  Robinett,  John  Foster,  Andrew  J.  Nunaly,  Jonathan 
Morton,  Tapleigh  Murphreo— 8. 

Butler  Springs,  No.  270.  —James  J .  Thi^^pen,  Spencer  Thomas  Glenn 
-2. 

Pea  Rr^ER  No.  271.  -\Villiam  T.  Prit<hett,  William  McCall,  Thomas 
McCoUough- 3. 

Franxfort  No,  275.  -Sidney  A.  Jones.  Andrew  B.  Hill,  James  W. 
Hooper,  Edwin  S.  Vinson,  William  B.  Sparks— 5. 
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Chables  Baskekville  No.  281.— Benjamin  F.  Peters,  Ben  ben  C.  Stew- 
ard—2. 

Richmond  No.  282.— John  Stoutenborough,  John  H.  Williamson,  John 
Simkins,  John  E.  Albrittou— 4. 

(lEOBGiANA  No.  285. — John  R.  Bunkley,  Wiley  H.  Tynes— 2. 

Clinton  No.  287.— Ansel  Peacock— 1. 

Gillespie  No.  290.— J.  H.  Dobbs,  John  Bowls,  J.J.  Deavons,  T.  J. 
Garrison,  Noel  Hyde,  M.  8.  Parks,  J.  S.  Miller,  B.  M.  Kimbrell,  H.  S. 
Amersou,  J.  P.  Harbin — 10. 

NoRRis  No.  301. — Newton  M.  Davis,  William  B.  Amos,  William  C. 
Johnson,  William  Jernigan,  Richard  S.  Weaver — 5.  • 

Warrenton  No.  320 — Rufiis  Herron— 1. 

PiJEASANT  Hill  No.  321.— William  J.  Howell— I. 

Viola  No.  324.— William  T.  Cornelius,  James  W.  Dickerson — 2. 

ALvDisoN  St-vtion  No.  329.  — Wilscy  Pride— 1 . 

Foreland  No.  330.— D.  Milton  Little— 1. 

Charity  No.  331. — William  J.  Harrison — 1. 

Oliver  No.  334.— Monroe  Adams,  Thomas  B.  Creagh,N.  Floyd  Dixon, 
J .  Leonard  Goodman — ^1 . 

Nanafalia  No.  335. — Frederick  T.  Ernest  — I. 

Johnson  No.  337.— NubalF.  Moore,  John  D.  Chapman,  William  R. 
Norton — 3 . 

Georgiana  Davis  No.  338.— John  S.  Edwards,  Daniel  C.  Claados. 
John  W.  Haywood,  Samuel  W.  Bass— 4. 

Albert  Pike  No.  339. — Miitterson  J.  Roberts,  William H.  Jones,  James 
S.  McCleskey,  Hn<,'h  W.  Rutland -4. 

PiKp:viiJiE  No.  344.— William  A.  Hall,  Jesse  M.  Dodson— 2. 

Bienville  No.  348.— Thomj\s  K.  Cntlet-l. 

Ozark  No.  319.— Thomas  R.  Grace,  James  Harris,  Thomas  A.  Byrd— 3 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.— W.  H    C.  Gipsou— 1. 

HeatonNo.  354. — Joel  Scales.  John  C.  Huddlestou,  Hugh  McYork, 
John  A.  Veal,  Hugh  A.'Mattox,  Alexander  Herley,  John  W.  D.  Lancas- 
ter, James  Couch    8 . 

RuTLEDGE  No.  357. — 'Joseph  E.Mills,  James  M.  Perkins,  Isaac  J. 
Bruiison  —3 . 

Barbour  No.  358.-  Benjamin  F  Barry,  Arthur  Carpenter,  Thomas  J . 
Perry— 3. 

ScoTTSBORo  No.  359 .  — John  H .  McChmdeu,  Thomas  J .  Precise,  Youn^ 
M.  Howard,  Benjamin  R.  Franks,  Samuel  Vauj^han,  Miles  Moody— 6. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  304.— Elijah  P.  Gaut,  Benneit  White— 2. 

Cross  Plains  No.  3G8.— Joseph  R.  Walker,  Joshua  E.  Brock,  James 
C.  Ferguson — 3. 
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RussEiiLviLLE  No  371 . —William  H.  Bryant,  John  W.  Ligon,  William 
A.  Fike.  Lemick  Taylor,  Joseph  T.  Crook — 5. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373. — John  G.  Johnson,  W.  Davis  Brown,  Joseph 
Snell— 3. 

LodohNq.  374.— John  H.  Lester,  Walter  S.  Gordon— 2. 

Gaines^'ille  No.  375.— E.  Fletcher  Cox— 1. 

Sauta  Creek  No.  376.  —Steven  Ciilbart,  Samael  Johnson— 2 . 

Weogufka  No.  378.— Robert  Taylor— 1. 

Robert  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Albert  A.  Halloway,  Malichi  G.  Brooks— 2. 

Waterloo  No.  382.— Ephraim  Reed,   Davis  W.  Hooten,  James  J.  Be 
lew,  Samuel  McDaniel,   Lee  Howell,  Wilham  M .  Sloane,  Madison  Pick- 
ens, C M.  Hall— 8. 

BiBMiNOHAM  Fraternal  No.  384.— Andrew  Marre,  IVIarion  M.  Posey, 
James  B .  Fonville,  Goldsmith  W .  Hewitt,  John  A.  Mcintosh,  William  T. 
Stewart— 6. 

MuNFORD  No.  ',\bo. — Josiah  N.  Kennedy,  James  T.  Jones,  James  Part- 
low,  William  C.  Bledsoe-. 4. 

Trinity  No.  386.— Eugene  Ferris,  J.  Council  Baker,  John  C.  Baker 
Senr.,  Francis  M.  Baker,  George  G.  Roop,  John  H.  Kitchens,  Joseph 
Robinson — 7 . 

Blue  Spring  No.  387. — Calvin  J.  McCough — 1. 

Newburg  No.  388.— Charles  P.  Banks,  John  S.  Russell,  John  G.  Whit- 
lock,  Isaac  L.  Graves,  William  P.  Dickerson,  Francis  M.  Little — 6. 

Vernon  No.  389. — Georcje  Cannon,  John  Brown — 2. 

Weathers  No .  390 .  — Henry  C .  Knight,  John  N .  Moore,  John  T.  Man- 
ning, WiUiam  M.  Weathers,  William  R.  Scott,  Samuel  W.  Walker,  John 
A.  Walker,  Philip  Ellingburg,  Sirauel  D.  Vaughan,  Little  Harris— 10. 

Hickory  Flat  No.  392.— Sanford  W.  Osley,  Seaborn  J.  Smith— 2. 

Opelika  No.  395 .  — Maberry  Wilson,  William  H.  Howard,  Silas  Jones 
—3. 

Falkville  No.  396.— William  M.  Taruey,  William  L.  McCroskey— 2. 

Black  Oak  No.  397. — .James  N.  Mitchell — 1. 

Helena  No.  410. —  John  H.  Milam — 1 . 

Jemison  No.  411. —  David  A.  Abston — 1. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. — Charles  J.  Buttram— 1. 


13 


REINSTATED. 


Helion  No.  1.— Albert  Erekine,  liobert  H.  Wilsou— 2. 

Rising  Virtue  No.  4.— Laurance  G.  Blunt — 1. 

HoYAL.  White  Hart  No  .  10  —John  E .  Crews— 1 . 

Montgomery  No.  11.— William  T.  Hatchett,  David  HirKlmian,  Georgo 
P.  Fable— 3. 

Selma  Fraternal  No  27.— Richard  M.  Oakman  Jr.,  Thomas  B.  Wet- 
more,  Charles  E.  Stephens,  Thomas  Williams — I. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29.— Warren  P.  Brundid^e,  James  S.  Britain,  Lewis 
M.  Falk,  William  H.  Smith,  James  H.  Wells,  John  W.  Jones— 0. 

Washington  No.  3G.— John  M.  Powers— 1. 

CouRTLAND  No .  37.  — James  J.Beomer— 1 . 

Mobile  No.  40. —William  H.  Kelly  Jr.,  James  G.  Stewart— 2. 

Dbmopolis  No.  49  — William  A.  Seawoll— 1. 

Uniox  No.  50.— Robert   H.    Harper,    Gilbert  S.    Nicolson,   Tliomas 
Hudson  -  3 . 

Jeffekson  No.  51. — John  C.  West,  Henry  S.  Bopan,  John  Htlu)*, 
Fr.incis  A.  Harwell— 4. 

New  Market  Na.  52.— Albert  G.  Johnson,  Alfred  O.  Williamson— 2. 

Amity  No.  54— Enismus  Ball,  Thompson  C.  Hawkins— 2. 

ToMPKiN.HViLiiE  No ,  til.— Henry  W\  ThreadjL^ill— 1. 

Saint  Johns  No.  C2.  — Salmon  P.  Thompson,  Al«,Mer  A.  Ma'nson,  K.  T. 
Jones,  Cunice  Laslie,  William  Ivcy,  William  Youu;;blood,  N  P.  Bev- 
erly    7. 

EuitKKA  No  04.— Robert  R.  Wrij^ht,  Thom;us  J.  Bnrnett,  Charles  J. 
Watson — 3 . 

CKsrK.\L  No.  7(>  — Marion  F.  Lallv.  James  M.  Panlew.  Joluj  Frosi  -  3. 

TohopkkaNo.  71.  John  F.  Shopard.  James  11  Pitls,  William  11. 
Shepard,  Benjamin  P.  Yonn^.  Bctnjamin  II.  Waj:jner— 5 

Widow's  Son  No    72. --Matthew  F.  Albritton     1 . 

Solomon  No.  74.  -John  If    Barnes  -1. 
•  CuoziKi:  No.  7^.  -  KoIm  it  T.  Johnston,  Alfrd  T.  Martin     2. 

FuKDo.MA  No.  79.  -  (Trten  HoMtrfi^-ld     1 . 

Wilcox  No.  ISU.  — B.trr<d  Haddox.  John  Marshall  -2. 
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Fbuendbhip  No  .  83 .  —Thomas  M .  Taylor  ~  1 . 
Ebophotic  No  .  «4 .  — Richard  H .  Lee,  Georgo  J .  Sally — 2 . 
Mebidian  Sun  No.  88. — Johu  H.  Underwood — 1. 
TucKABATCHEE  No .  96  -- Jaiiies  F    Waddell,  Beujamiu  F.  Piper— 2. 
LozAHATCHEE  No.  97.— Johii  H.  Marison — 1. 
Fulton  No.  98. — JnliuR  E.  Barues—l. 
Habtwell  No  .  101 .  —Daniel  Enbanks— 1 . 
Newbebn  No.  10'^. — Jerry  Perry — 1. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  H)4.— Terrell  A.  Colley,  Elisha  L.  Phillip«~2. 
SuiLOH  No.  1(»5.  —William  U.  Fornis  -1. 
Oak  Boweuy  No.  108.-  Moses  W.   \LitthewK.  -1. 
Sha'an  No.  111. — Kennedy  Cook,  James  C.  Cook,   E.  Collier  Foster, 
Thomas  J .  Farmer,  Johu  P .  Toolo,  A .  Howard  Sealey,  A.  Uush  Burton 

...    f 

Felix  No.  124.— Robert  I).  Thoruton-  1. 

Moktimkb  Reedeb  No.  126.— James  E.  Jones. 

Y0KKVIL1.E  No .  131.  — L.  D.  Hawkins— 1. 

BaADn>KD  No.  138.  —  William  M.  Sturdivaut.—  1. 

Shzijjy  No.  140 .  — Ellis  Veitch  - 1. 

Bethel.  No.  141.  -Alarcus  L.  Suow-   1. 

BuKLt^iON  No.  143.   -Johu  B.  Ferj^u.son  -1. 

FuATEKNiTT  No.  145.— Jiiiues  i).  Crnmp,  Johu  R.  Glasscock,  Willis  A. 
Gretu,  James  H.  (ieij^sley,  Henry  M.  Tidmore,  Maximillian  Tidmore — C 

RoDGEUHViLLK  No .  147.-    JauuH  l)ougla.ss,  Benjamin  F   Taylor,  Archi* 
b;ildD.  Ray  -3. 

Cor.i)  WatekNo.  148.     John  W.  White- 1. 

('HAinjERS  No.  149  — (xreeuC.  Harrou -1 . 

BLADf)N  Springs  No.  151 .  -  William  liOug--l. 

NixuuRo  No.  lol. —William  M.  Murtiu,  .\lexjinder  Walls   -2, 

Maysville  No.   lis.-   Aixli-tAV   M.  Sublett,   Geor^'e  W.  O'Neal,  Oillo- 
way  Potts,  Jesse  Reed,  Thomus  B.  JiawliT     o. 

l*.\Yi:iTEvij.LE  AirTHKXTK!  Ni>.  H)3. — William  D.  Boaz  — 1. 

SiTMTEit  No    lot}.  -  I>iirliuf,'  K.  Allen,  John  A.  Li)ckiird--2. 

M^M-NF  Hope  No.  KIS.-   jcjhii  M.  Coleman,  Jame.s  S.  Gibson,  Johu  M. 
Clark— 3. 

Clofion  No.  171 .     Murtloclv  Lammon,  William  E.  Ccok  -'i. 

FELii'.)W.siiip  No.  172.  -  Jame.s  Bi'rry,  Alexiiu<l«r  C.  RichanJ-sou — 2. 

Andeew  J.v<;kh(>n  No.  173.    ^'lifton  W.  Kennedy-  1. 

C.VT.VWLA  No.  180.-   Sannurl  G.  Smithwiek    -1 . 

L\NiiM.\KK  No.  187  — Rhvaril  W.  Stej.heu.s-   1  . 

BiiU.SH  Cheek  No.  I'.U.-  J«<bji  T.  W<;f>(l     I. 
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Htllabee  No.  197.— L.  Truss  Parnell—1. 
Valley  No.  20:5.— Arcbibiild  Hiimmon,  George  W.  Hearn— 2. 
Alexandkia  No .  208.- William  M.  Gleuu— 1 . 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218.— Roubeu  Angle.  Edward  D.  Childers,  Philip  Hud- 
giiis,  Gilbert  11 .  Tracey — 1. 

LiNEviLLE  No.  219.— John   Ramsey,   William   D.    Hood,    James  J. 
Clardy— 3. 
TensawNo.  241.— Columbus  B.  Avery— 1. 
Western  Star  No.  222.— Stephen  J.  McCorkle— 1 . 
Newton  No.  224. — Jobu  W.  Skipper— 1. 

liODisviLLE  No.  225.— D.iniel  N.  McKiunon,  W^illiam  R.  Baxter,  Ste- 
phen A.  Andrews,  Malcolm  Gillis,  Henry  Stokes,  Edward  M.  Heron,  John 
R.  H.  Pi'ssmore,   Beacon  B.  McKenzie,   William  W'.  Herring,   Angus  A. 
McLean — 10. 
Jambs  Penn  No.  227.  — W^illiam  C.  Bethune.  I'utton  Searcy — 2. 
Dallas  No.  22:3. — Wilson   M.    Ligon,    Matthew  McClintock,  Jail  G. 
Wade-3. 
Bexar  No.  230.— Walter  H.  Matthews— 1. 
Duck  Spring  No.  231 . — Jeptha  Edwards— 1 . 

Dawson  No.  244.— Franklin  A.  Ansley,  Thaddeus  C.  Owings,   Valen- 
tino Kirkpatrick.- 3. 

Harrison  No.  24(>. — Andrew  J.  Bryant,  William  N.  Henderson— 2. 
Amand   No.  250.— EnistuK  Vines,  Crawford  G.  Carwilo,   Thomas  H. 
Williams,  Francis  M.  Connell. — 4. 

Camp  Creek  No.  251. — Green  Davis. — 1. 

Randolph  No.  258. — .Andrew  J.  Cox,  Roily  Latham,  W'estern  L}\thani 
—3. 
Bellville  No.  2H()  .  —Jackson  Bell .  — 1. 

Pea  River  No.  271.— Henry  Amo.s,  William  H.  Eagcrton.— 2. 
Clifton  No.  272.— Eli  Yow-1. 
RicuMONi)  No.  282.— William  H.  Craig -1. 

ZioN  No.  304— Elisha  Viekory,  Ch.irles  C.  Stewart,   David  Lee,  James 
Lw:',  JobiiS.  Wheeler,  Zt^phaniah  Anderson— 0. 
Waruenton  No.  320.  --Thomas  J.  Conally -1. 

Plhasant   Hill   No.    321.— Hezekiah   R.    Self,    Willis   M.  Johnston, 
William  Shearly,  Sjimuel  A.  G.  Walker- 4. 

Mauison  Sr.vrioN  No    329.  -William  T.  Garner,  Joseph  D.  Williams, 
William  H.  Stev.Mis--3. 

FoRKL.vNi)  No.  330. — L L.  Singleton  -1. 

Johnson  No.  337.— Eli  N.  Ford  -1. 

jVlbert  Pike  No.  339.— John  H.  Marishal,  James  S.  Barton— 2. 
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Echo  No  .  345 .  — George  W.  Peacock,  Zacbariah  P.  Htinison,  Lewis  H. 
Deftl— 3. 

HuKTVTLiJiNo.  340 . —James  P .  Crawford — 1. 

SiPSEY  No.  350.— Robert  D.  Carver — 1. 

Rock  Mills  No.  353.— Joshua  M.  Drammond,  James  W.  McDonough, 
George  W.  Littlelield— 3. 

RussELXiVLLLE  No.  371.  — John  D .  Hurst,  James  M .  Gast— 2. 

OuATCHEE  No.  380. ---William  B.  Adams — 1, 

Waterixk)  No.  382.— George  W.  Waters— 1. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383. — Levi  Worthiugton— 1. 

BiBMiNQHAM  FRATERNAL  No.  384. — Johii  C  Morrow,  John  B.  Webb— 2. 

Newburgh  No.  388. — Thomas  J.  Mitchell— 1. 

Vernon  No.  389.— Blnford  McDaniel,  Joseph  D.  Rush— 2. 

Weathers  No.  390. — ILirdy  Robertson— 1. 

North  Border  No.  391.— Andrew  P.  Vaught — 1. 

Hickory  Fl.\t  No.  392.— John  C.  Strickland— 1. 

Green  Hill  No.  402.— James  Bretherick— 1. 

Helena  No.  410.--Burrus  A.  Warren,  John  C.  Jones~2. 


SUSPENDED   FOR  I'XMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Heury  M.  Coggins,  July  18 Solomon No.  74 

ThomaH  P.  HortoD,  March  —   Forest  Hill •*  110 

Samuel  H.  Brown,  August  IG Hexar. **  230 

James  F.  Deale,  February  IG (leorgiana. "  285 

Nubal  A.  Moore,  September  28 Johnson. *'  337 

liansom  S.  Daily,  June  1 Albert  Pike *•  339 

Henry  M.  Neill,  January  24 Gainefjville **  375 

Greorge  W.  Mavhall,  April  1 » 

Volley  E,  Sims;  April  1 fF.ilkville "  369 


EXPELLED. 


Linza  Harcrow,  November  17,  1877 Lozahatchee 

Miles  T.  Berry,  August  30 Good  Samaritan 

William  B.  Oakley,  January  10 Columbia 

Columbus  A.  Ligon Brundidge 

William  J.  Maddox,  February  16 Pea  River 

Edmund  D.  Lilly,  December  20,  1877 Clifton ** 

E.  W.  Garland,  December  23,  1877 Scottsboro " 

Samuel  R.  Neill,  January  24 Gainesville . 

JoHeph  Madder,  June  7 Cullman  Fraternal . . 


It 
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LODGES   DELINQUENT  IN  1878. 


FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OP  DUEa 


Florence No. 

Athens. 

Marengo 

Mount  Moriah 

Social 

Saint  Stephens 

Bellefonte 

Danville 

Benson 

Good  Samaritan 

Geneva 

Wiley 

Monnt  Jeflfersou 

Eastaboga 

Somerville 

Davie 

Monnt  Eagle 

Helicon 

Moscow 

Ebenezer 

Putnam 


14    Euclid No.  213 


16 

28 

00 

63 
81 
82 
05 

io:\ 

104 
129 
I'M 
152 
155 
157 
176 
185 
20] 
206 
210 
212 


Fair  Mount 

Toluoa 

Gaylesville , 

Wind  Creek 

Paint  Rock 

Bullock 

Spring  ville 

Fort  Deposit 

Summit 

Wilson  Williams, 

Rock  Mills. 

Van  Buren 

Newton ville  .... 

Town  Creek 

Chester 

Pleatant  Site 

Cotaco 

Lodor 

Lake  City , 

Mineral  Spring . . . 


238 
249 
25G 
267 
274 
276 
280 
291 
343 
351 
353 
355 
360 
361 
•J63 
364 
366 
374 
377 
405 


FOR   NON-BEPBESENTATION. 


Macon No. 

Florence " 

Athens *• 

Marengo " 

Leighton " 

Gaston •• 

Amity •• 

Mount  Moriah. ** 

Social ** 

Holsey *• 

Central •• 

Crozier ** 

Saint  Stephens 

Bellefonte 


II 


7 
14 
16 
28 
43 
44 
54 
55 
63 
68 
70 
78 
81 
82 


Dallas No. 

Fair  Mount 

Toluca 

Gaylesville 

Wind  Creek   

Paint  Rock 

Frankfort 

Bullock 

Springville 

Clinton 

Gillespie 

Fort  Deposit 

Charity 

Blue  Eye 


228 
238 
249 
256 
267 
274 
275 
276 
280 
287 
290 
291 
331 
332 
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Dauville 

Benson 

Good  Samaritan, 

Choctaw 

Oak  Bowery .... 

Coffeeville 

Hemdon 

Geneva 

Wiley 

Bladon  Spring . . 
Mount  Jefferson . 

£a»taboga 

Somerville 

Snmter 

Davie 

Mount  Eagle 

Helicon 

Moscow 

Pettns\ille 

Ebenezer. 

York 

Patnam 

Euclid. 

Western  Star. .. . 
Louisville 


lO. 

K 
il 

M 
(( 
(( 
It 
t« 
l( 
(( 
(t 
«« 
(( 
tt 
(( 
t( 
(( 
«< 
l( 
(( 
(« 
It 
t( 
li 
tf 


95 
103 
104 
107 
108 
122 
125 
120 
134 
151 
152 
155 
157 
16G 
176 
185 
201 
206 
207 
210 
211 
212 
213 
222 
225 


n 


( ( 


Oliver No. 

Xanafalia * ' 

Albert  Pike " 

Summit 

Wilson  Williams 

Rock  Mills " 

Van  Buren ** 

Newton ville '* 

Town  Creek " 

Chester ** 

Pleasant  Site " 

Cotaco  " 

Lodor " 

Liiko  City " 

Munford *' 

Blue  Spring 

Hickory  Flat 

Valley  Head " 

GreenHill " 

Mineral  Spring " 

North  Kiver ** 

Hillsboro " 

Sulphur  Spring 

Williamsburg 

Broomtown " 


tt 


if 


it 


t( 


334 
335 
339 
343 
351 
363 
355 
360 
361 
363 
364 
366 
374 
377 
385 
387 
392 
394 
4051 
405 
407 
408 
414 
416 
420 


LOIKiES   REINSTATED. 


Cokerville No.    75 

Mount  Hilliard •*   180 

Daviston •*  283 

PleasantHill •*  321 


Barbour. , No.  358 

Bon  Pope "  383 

North  Border "391 


CHARTEBS  FORl'XITED  IN   1878. 


Marion No.    12 

Vienna '♦     48 

Sbiloh *'   105 

Dean ••   112 

Midway. "114 

Eoanoke "   132 

Chilton "  139 

CarroUton "214 


Isney No.  234 

John  Payne "  245 

Rose  Hill "  253 

Joneaboro "   315 

Goliad  . .      

Black  Oak       


n 


370 
"   397 
Pondtown "409 


Numbers  2, 
48,  58,  60,  66, 
116.  118,  121, 
177,  179.  182, 
239,  240.  245, 
316,  317,  318. 
372,,  393  397, 


FORFEITED,  REVOKED,  AND  CONSOLIDATED. 

5,  12,  l.S,  15,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,23.  30,  32.  33,  34,  35,  38,  45, 
73,  77,  85,  86,  87,  92,  04,  100,  105,  109,  112,  113,  114,  115, 
128,  130,  132,  137.  139,  1.56,  159,  160,  162,  H'.4.  165.  167,  174, 
183,  194,  196.  202,  305,  214,  216,  217.  220,  22'),  232,  234,  236, 
253,  255,  250,  263,  268,  269,  273  279,  284,  288,  289,  308,  315, 
322,  325,  326,  327,  328,  333,  336,  342,  347,  352,356,  362370, 
401,  409— Total  number,  105. 


RECAPITULATION. 


odges  that  were  represented 216 

MemberK  reported  at  this  Grand  Gommanication 7,925 

Daos  received  at  this  Grand  Communication $4,080  *25 

Namber  of  Lodges  that  paid  their  Daes 254 

Work  op  the  Year  1878. 

Initiated 348 

Passed 315 

Raised  308 

Affiliated  267 

Rejected  66 

Dimitted 383 

Died 147 

Expelled  9 

Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Condact 9 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 596 

Reinstated 211 


• 


CONDmON  OF  THE  LODOES. 

Lodges  square  upon  the  Books 221 

Lodges  delinquent  for  no o -representation 78 

Charters  forfeited,  revoked,  and  consolidated  106 

Army  numbers 19 

Lodges  under  Dispensation 8 

Whole  number  at  the  end  of  the  year 426 


CALENDAB  OP  FULL  MOONS, 


Compiled  from  DtMotgmi,  by  Brother  W.  U.  Uineriilge,  of  Iowa. 
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GEAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Luke  E.  Barbor Little  llock. 

2.  California Alexander  Gurdon  AbcU. . .  .San  Francisco. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Parmolee Georgetown. 

4.  Connecticut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  8.  Hayes Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Columbia . .  W'illiam  K.  Singleton Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  C.  Dawkins Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmctt  lilackshear . .  Macon. 

9.  Illinois John  F.  Burrilh Springfield. 

10.  Indiana William  II.  Smythe Indianai)olifl. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  S.  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Ilenry  Brown W^yandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Himm  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana James  C.  Batchelor New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  IL  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachusetts Tracy  P.  Cheever Boston. 

18.  Michigan. Ellery  I.  (rarfield Detroit 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Piorson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  L.  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada. John  D.  Hammond Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire.     . .    .  CJoorge  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  H.  Hough Trenton. 

2B.  New  York James  M.  Austin New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Doniild  W.  Bain Ealeigh. 

28.  Ohio John  D.  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon lloc^ky  P.  Earhart Portland. 

30.  Pennsylvania.' John  Thomson .Philadelphia. 

31.  Khodc  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 
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33.  Tennessee  John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas George  H.  Bringharst Houston. 

35.  Vermont Henry  Clark Rutland. 

30.  Virginia. William  Bryan  Isaacs liichmond. 

37.  W»*st  Virginia Odell  S.  Long Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  Weslev  WoodhulL Milwaukee. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Charles  Himrod Boise  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milburne  Reed Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming William  G.  Tonn Evanston.  . 

46.  Indian  Territory W.  A.  McBride Atoka. 

47.  Canada John  J.  Mason Htimilton,  Ont« 

48.  New  Brunswick William  F.  Bunting Saint  John. 

49.  Nova  Scotia. Benjamin  Currou Halifax. 

50.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

51.  British  Columbia Coote  M.  Chambers Victoria. 

52.  Manitoba John  H.  Bell Winnepeg. 

53.  Prince  Edward  Island. B.  W^ilson  Higgs Charlottetown. 

54.  England John  Hervey London. 

55.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep Dublin. 

56.  Scotland D.  Murray  Lyon Edinborough. 

57.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral Rio  Janerio. 

58.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

59.  Peru Charles  Prince Lima. 

60.  Spain Pedro  Pablo  Castanera,  33o  .  Salud  G,  Madrid. 

Budapest  v. 

61.  Hungary Francis  Belanyi ^  Josephsplatz, 


C  Budape 
<  Josephs 
i  No.  IL 


62.     New  South  Wales Nicholas  Weekes Sidney,  Australia 
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ingi» arc  re«nio««tiMl  to  :i<*kiiiiwli.Mlui- by  I'.  <  .  ovi-r  trrittfn  ^itiiiatiin-. 


PKOCEEDINGS 


OF  TBX 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 


OF  THE 


Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 


HSLD  IN  THE 


CITY   OP   MONTGOMEBT, 


OOMM^GING  DEGEMBEB  lerr,  A.  D.  1879,  A.  L.  6679. 


»  »  • 


MONTGOMEHY,  ALA.  : 

BABBBTT  t  BBOWN,  STEAM  PBDTrXBS  AND  BOOK    BINDSB8. 

1880. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  the  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Montgomery,  on  the  Evening  of  Monday,  the  Ist  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1879,  A  L.  5879. 

PRESENT : 

HENEY  CLAY  ARMSTBONG Grand  Master. 

HENRY  C.  TOMI^KINS Deputy  Grand  Master. 

RUFUS  W.COBB Senior  Grand  Warden. 

JOHN  H.  BANKHEAD Janior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  8AYRE Grand  Secretary. 

REV.  WILLIAM  C.  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

JOSEPH  H.  KUMPE Grand  Marshal . 

JOSEPH  A.  ADAMS Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

JOHN  W.  JONES Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

ADAM  R.  BAKER Grand  Steward . 

JOHN  W.  MARTIN Grand  Steward. 

JAMES  DAVIDSON Grand  Tiler. 

PAST  GRAffD  OFFICERS: 

Datid  Clofton Grand  Master. 

WnsoN  Williams Grand  Master. 

Joseph  H.  Johmsom Grand  Master. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson. Grand  Master. 

Palmes  J.  Pillans , Grand  Master. 

Sam  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jamss  M.  Bbundidox Junior  Grand  Warden. 
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BEPRESENTATIVE8  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

'WilBon  Williams Arkansas. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Lonisiana. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

Daniel  Sayre ^linois.   Iowa    Kentncky.   Mis^ 

"^ I     soun,  Nova  Scotia,  Oregon. 

Peleg  Brown Indiana. 

Palmer  J.  PUlans P!?„'^l!f'    ^'^    '**"'*•    '^'^ 

(      consin. 

Oliver  S.  Beers New  Jersey. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins New  York. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Prooctes,  from  Subor- 
dinate Lodges,  as  follows : 

Tff^       a     -M-/«»Ur^«  1  Noble  G.  Delashaw. W.  M. 

No.     6.    Moulton. 1  DeWitt  0.  White* S.   W. 

'*       7.    Biaoon Jesse  P.  Chapman W.  IL 

."       8.    Farrar Sam  Thompson. " 

"     10.    EoyalWhitoHart \^^'?!^::V  —  :-s:'vf. 

SWiUiam  H.  Dingley W.  Bl 
Emil  Enlman. 8.  W. 
Joseph  y.  Gonzalez J.    W. 

16.    Athens... Benjamin L.  Allen W.  IL 

22.    Saint  Albans. David  D.  Yeager* " 

«*     24.    George  Washington Oscar  H.  McMillian ** 

(  James  T.  Beck •• 

26.  Dale. ^  Lucky  W.  Jenkins* B,   W. 

(  Francis  P.  M.  Gilbert* J.    W. 

OT     o^i^A -Gw«fr^«m.i  j  William  W.  MoCoUum W.  M. 

27.  SelmaFratemaL j  Henry  F.  Mullen* a    W. 

28.  Marengo Foster  B.  Terrell W.  M. 

29.  Rising  Sun James  M.  Brundidge* ** 

31.    Autauga. Martin  F.  Stoudenmier ** 

36.    Washingtcmi. Thomas  T.  Rowland « 

"  37.  Oourtland.T... Andrew  O.  P.  Pickens. 8.   W. 

"  39.  Wetumpka. Isaac  W.  Suttle* W.  M. 

"  40.  Mobile William  a  Foster. •• 

«  41.  Livingston. John  Gideon  Harris *< 

««  42.  Hiram William  M.  Hames. •« 
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43.  Leighton Joseph  M.  Eumpe <• 

44.  Gastonl. Hannibal  H.  McNeil a   W. 
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Demopolis. John  H.  MoEinley W.  M. 

Union John  W.  Bosh «• 

Greening George  B.  Farnham •• 

Amity. James  B.  Head J.   W. 

Mount  Moriah Keuben  R  Bonnell. 8.  W. 

Troy Joeiah  Jemican, W.  li. 

( James  A.  Bilbro '* 

Tnskogee J  Jesse  L.  Adams 8.  W. 

(  James  E.  Cobb* J.   W. 

Benton John  0.  Grumbles W.  M. 

Tompkinsville William  R.  Horn «« 

no     TT«;r^«  Q-^^^r^  \  Isaiah  A.  Wilson •* 

62.  UnionSpnngs ]  James  G.  Cowan a  W. 

63.  Social Edward  T.  Eubanks " 

64.  Eureka Albert  W.  Metcalf W.  M. 

At:  T  •u^,*«  S  Joseph  A.  Groves " 

65.  Liberty ^  WiUlum  T.  Bell* a  W. 

R7     rr^^^A^^  QiA^^„  J  Edwin  H.  Bobinson. W.  M. 

67.  Hampden  Sidney j  j^^^  j^  Whetstone a  W. 

68.  Holsey William  P.  Blackman* W.  M. 

C  Oliver  8.  Beers ** 

69.  Howard. J  Daniel  Smith* ......... . . . !  .8.   W. 

(PelegBrown* J.   W. 

™-  ^-^ l^^T^^r'!'^-:::-!-^. 

72.  Widow's  Son. George  A.  Barge W.  M. 

74.  Solomon William  A.  Bledsoe a   W. 

76.  Auburn G^rge  P.  Harrison  Jr W.  M. 

78.  Crozier Allen  N.  Ward J.  W. 

„     Q/.  wiin/^^  I  Jonathan  N.  Stanford* W.  M. 

ou.  wucox ^  Augustus  W.  Orum 8.  W. 

81.    St  Stephens Thomas  H.  Bailey «« 

uA     •c^r.^i.r.tir.  I  Alfred  H.  Lee •• 

84.    ErophoUc )  Edgar  A.  McFerrin* J.   W. 

**     88.  Meridian  Sun Kenneth  M'Einnon W.  M. 

"     89.  Prattville. Llewelyn  Spigener* " 

93.  Sawyer John  Beaves *< 

95.  Danvilla Jesse  T.  Wallace J.   W. 

( David  D.  Kent W.  M. 

9a  Tuckabatohee J  William  A.  Fuller 8.  W. 

(  Stephen  a  Brinaon J.   W. 

"     97.  Lozahatohee James  H.  Savage* W.  M. 

"     98.  Fulton Joseph  L.  Edwards* " 

"     99.  Salem William  M.  Adams " 

"    101,  Hartwell John  F.  Graham J.  W. 

"    103.  Benson Jasper  T.  Smitherman a  W. 

"    101  Good  Samaritan. Leroy  L.  Te  Bow W.  M. 

"    107.  Choctaw Joseph  H.  Knighton* •« 

*t    1AQ  rui,  Ti^«,^-„  $  Eichard  P.  Lockhart •* 

108.  OakBowery |  John  T.  Hester* a  W. 
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( BeDJamin  F.  Johnson W.  M. 

Na  119.    Notasnlga J  Ralph  T.  Armstrong. S.  W. 

( Adam  S.  Armstrong* J.    W. 

"    120.    Camp  Hill Walter  R.  Dawson W.  M. 

•*    124.     Felix Haywood  Pipkin* •* 

"    125.     Hemdon Edward  H.  Lamb " 

*•    129.     Geneva William  D.  Campbell ** 

L  Wiley  W.  Bloodworth " 

133.  Loachapoka <  David  C.  Armstrong S.   W. 

I  Lewis  T.  Wimberly* J.   W. 

134.  Wilfiy Abijah  Haley W.  M. 

i  George  K  Cirawford ** 
Kossuth  A.  Mayer 8.   W. 
Charles  L.  Davis* J.   W. 
Amos  M.  Elliott W.  M, 
Benjamin  F.  Wilson* S.  W. 

««    144.     Daleville Alexander  Gillis  McLeod . . . .  W.  M. 

"    148.     Cold  Water Michael  Y.  Hayes " 

'•    151.     Bladon  Springs James  Connor  Jun'r* S.  W. 

"    152.     Mount  Jeflferson Edward  S.  Collier W.  M. 

Eastaboga.. Andrew  Cunningham* ** 

Somerville. Henry  M.  Mason •* 

Penick William  C.  Cousins *• 

Sumter Charles  F.  Threadgill W.  M 

Mount  Hope. Benjamin  F.  McQaughy ** 

Buena  Vista George  W.  Delbridge* " 

Elba John  R  Simmons* *' 

Clopton John  H.  Weed •* 

I  John  Gindrat  Winter " 

173.    Andrew  Jackson }  Julius  Tandy  Glaze S.  W 

I  Henry  Clark  Davidson J.    W. 

Davie Charles  Crawley W.  M. 

Mount  Hilliard. .......     Benjamin  J.  Dismukes J.   W. 

Aberfoil William  Prichott* W.  M. 

Catawla, LeRoy  F.  Box* " 

Clintonville Alfred  McGee *• 

Tombigbee... John  W.  Jones " 

Honewell  *  ^  ^^^^^  Tumipseed* S.   W. 

nopeweu "(Andrew  J.  Armstrong J.    W. 

Caledonia Clarence  L.  McCartha W.  M. 

Kialighee. Nathan  Landers ** 

Helicon. William  H.  Posey 

Valley Oswell  Albright 

Manning  Spring Andrew  J.  Simmons ** 

TUfr^nr^r^  j  Robert  J.  Reddeu *• 

^^^^ 1  John  H.  Bankhead* S.  W. 

Pettusville William  R.  Hiinserd  Jr* W.  M. 

Alexandria William  P.  Cooper 
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No.  211.  York Franklin  A.  Gamble W.  M. 

"   212.  Putnam Joseph  H.  Mooty ** 

••   213.  Euchd William  H.  Pruitt " 

•«   217.  SpringHiU William  W.  Harder •« 

**   218.  Sam  Dixon Reuben  T.  Ewing " 

«*   219.  Lineville. Alexander  Beck " 

"    222.  Western  Star John  T.  Goodson ** 

**   224.  Newton Richard  A.  Ramsey " 

"    225.  Louisville John  W.  Efurd* •• 

*•   226.  Santa  Fe Lamartine  O.  Hicks' " 

"    227.  James  Penn William  H.  Stuckey •• 

"   228.  Dallas William  A.  StripUn 8.   W. 

"    233.  Sepulga. Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

♦«   237.  Tallassee. I  S?i^^'' '^•/^il''"M  *  *;,; a    w 

]  Solomon  T.  Strickland* 8.  W. 

«*   238.  Fairmount Zebulon  Terry W.  M. 

••    242.  Coosa Isaac  C.  Hall •« 

T>«„,«.  J  Pleasant  W.  Spear «* 

^°^®' 1  Anthony  H.  SeUers* &  W. 

244.  Dawson Joseph  S.  Sanders W.  M. 

**    245.  John  Payne Moses  A.  Taggart J.   W. 

"    246.  Harrison John  A.  Law W.  M. 

^^-  ^— |Sii^.L':X'?e?::::::::8.  w. 

*'    249.  Toluca Charles  G.  Jones J.  W. 


"    243. 
«i 

(I 


t« 


250. 


»___„^  J  Moses  D.  Pinson W.  M. 

^™^°^ 1  William  N.  Jones' a  W. 

"    251.     Camp  Creek Julius  M.  Baxter " 

*«   256.     Giiylesville Leonidas  D.  Griffltts* W.  M. 

"   260.    BellvUle William  Y.  Titcomb* " 

JMyles  J.  Greene ** 
James  H.  Joiner* B,  W. 
Alonzo  G.  Storey* J  W. 

♦*   262.    Highland NeedhamLee* W.  M. 

••    265.     Meridian George  C.  Sanders* S,  W. 

"    266.     Mount  Pleasant James  D.  Driesbach* W.  M. 

•*  267.  Wind  Creek rWJlL^^KSwv/.V/.ij.  V 

'•  270.  ButlerSpring Comer  J.  Knight W.  M. 

*•  272.  Clifton James  L.  Fisher J.   W. 

••  274.  PaiutEock David  R.  Woodall W.  M. 

"  275.  Frankfort Amos  L.  Moody* «• 

'*  280.  Springville Andrew  J.  Nunnelly «• 

**  283.  DaviBton John  D.  Motley S.  W. 

*•  285.  Georgiana Pinkney  M.  Bruner W.  M. 

•*  286.  Walker Thomas  J.  Calahan* " 

"  287.  Clinton James  M.  Williams a  W. 

»•  290.  Gillespie William  H.  Brasher W.  M. 

"  291.  Fort  Deposit Thomas  Blake «• 

**  301.  Norris William  J.  O'Bannon " 

•ProxieB. 
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{ Joliiu  C.  Adler W.  H. 

No.806.     OentndCity J  William  T.  AtbiiiB* a  W. 

(  luaao  A.  McUillan* J.    W. 

"    315.    Jonesboro ,1iimta  L.  N"il  8.  W. 

"    331.     Cb&rilT Plea8uit  M.  Fancher* W.  H. 

'■    832.     Blne£;e Thomaa  J.  Breww ■■ 

"    334.     OUtst , , . .     Horatio  C.  Grayaon* " 

'■    335.    NannfUiA Albert  O.  Weatbrook " 

"    337.    JobusoD B«uinmia  E.  firiekan " 

'•    339.     Albert  Pike William  iL  Avory- " 

'•    341,     Bagan Dnvid  A.  Wright " 

"    346.     UnrtTiUe Jacob  KnmikBt " 

"    318.    Biennlle l\Jmer  J  PillaoB " 

(  Avent  W.  Cotton " 

"    349.     Oaitk J  J«bm  M.  CaimichBel B.  W. 

t  Hugh  L.  Deehazo 3.   W. 

"    361.     Wilson  WiUiAms Jamea  T.  HoUnnrt W.  M 

"    363.     Rock  Hills Gcorga  W.  Taylor *■ 

"    S65,     Van  Biuen Solon  E.  Hoard... " 

"    357,     BnUedge John  A.  Pailgett " 

'•    360.     NewtODTille ■/,>,.■],  SfLVnu,,  ....  ■• 

"    361.     TownCreek Alr..\Miii.r  r.  O.lom  *■ 

"    363.     Che«« Williani  T.  Johm* " 

"    364.     PleiwantKte Berry  E.  Pinch S,   W. 

•'    366.    ColBOO laaaa  M.  Jihckgon W.  M 

"    367.     Chftudler William  R  Barker a.   W. 

(John  C.  Boles  W.  M. 

"    sea    CtomTiaina J  Andrew  J,  Siiton'  8    W 

(  AliiaDclcrMcCollislor- J.    W.' 

"    371.    BossellTille .Inhn  W.  Whit.-.  WM 

"    377.    lAkeaty William  J.  D.  Catrthon!!!!!!     '<■    " 

"378.     Wetwufk. J  Thomas  &  McDonald- " 

^  ■  (  John  A.  Saara J.    w 

"    381.    E,  H.  Co(A John  H.  Malone W  M. 

(  WiUiam  L.  Gnde* '" 

"    384.     BirmlnghBinftetenial..  J  Fmncis  H.  Britton 8.   W 

( Goldamilh  W.  Howitt ,'.'j.    W,' 

"    386.    Trinity .Jaiui^N  D.  Fiinlknef     S.    W 

"    391     Eiokorr  FI»t :...     Xn.\T..-v  J.  Tbonjt»ioa* ■■ 

"    394.    TallBTHead Jnuien  M.  rrico  W   M. 

"    395.    Opelika Ikw  HL-j-inan  •■ 

"    897.     BlackOak Newtou  .I.Tbiicker* '   '      '< 

"   403.     Green  Hill Henry  A.  Killen '■ 

*'   403.     Ohildersbdig DempBoy  I!.  Oden -i 

••  «6.    Hineikl^nliig I  ^''^  Y;  ^J""  :i " 

"'^"^  \  tt  illiam  M.  Chamblos &  W 

"    406,    Doric LotbK  H.  Gf«i»iii <■ 

"    407,    North  Biver Snmael  T  Brown  ,  W   M, 

"    408.    Hillaboro Beojixniin  M.  Simpson  '" 

"   409.    PoodTown Joacbim  L.  White.  •■ 
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"KTrt  Ait\  TTAi..«ia  i  Rnfns  W.  Cobb* W.  M. 

No.  410.  Helena j  Albert  Webb* a  W. 

411.  Jemison Hiram  M.^ye8 W.  M. 

^io  A  »«K«w.^»  S  Thomas  H.  Amberson " 

412.  Amberson •}  Thomas  N.  White a  W. 

414.  Solphnr  Spring Joseph  H.  (Gardner W.  M. 

416.  Williamsburg John  E.  Williams* " 

420.  Broom  town Madison  B.  Cnnningham ....  J.   W. 

421.  Cullman  Fraternal Thaddens  W.  MoMinn W.  M. 

422.  Shortervillo Leroy  R.  Sims* ** 

423.  cu^nton ) ^ j:Slit^!:::::::::;:j.  V 

426.  DanielPratt EUis  Veitoh* a  W. 


♦ProxloB. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother 
William  C.  Bledsoe. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  Henry  Clay  Ann- 
strong,  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  and  on  motion  of 
Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  it  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Brothers — 

Palmer  J.  Pillans,  of  Bienville  No.  348. 

John  A.  Padgett,  of  Kutledge  No.  357. 

DeWitt  C.  White,  of  Moulton  No.  6. 

GEAND  MASTEKS  ANNUAL  ADDEESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

We  meet  once  again  in  fraternal  coancil  nnder  aospicions  and  con- 
gratulatory conditions.  Thronghont  our  jurisdiction  there  is  an  en- 
thnsiasm  in  the  support  of  our  Order  thut  awakens  the  most  pleasurable 
emotions, and  inspires  the  strongest  hope  for  our  future.  Words  of  comfort 
and  cheerjcome  to  ns  from  every  quarter  of  our  territory,  assuring  ua 
that  the  principles  we  are  endeavoring  to  represent  are  practiced  and 
observed  generally  by  the  Fraternity.  This  devotion  to  masonry,  I  am 
glad  to  believe,  is  not  a  mere  momentary  zeal,  or  superficial  enthusiasm; 
but  the  result  ol  a  conviction,  that  grows  stronger  every  day,  that  the  in- 
stitution is  truly  afpowerful  aid  to  man  in  subdueing  his  passions,  and 
improving  himself  in  those  virtues  which  adorn  and  solidify  character. 
It  is  in  this  conviction  that  we  find  that  which  constitutes  the  strength  of 
masonry,  and  from  which  we  expect  its  perpetuity. 

But  while  we  have  so  much  cause  for  rejoicing,  we  have,  I  regret,  also 
cause  for^uufeigned  emotions  of  sorrow.  Since  our  last  communication, 
one  who  was  so  often  with  us  in  our  deliberations,  who  aided  us  by  his 
marked^wisdom  in  adhering  to  the  spirit  of  our  jurisprudence,  who  en- 
cooraged  us  by  his  genial  disposition  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties,  and 
who  exhibited  a  spirit  of  modest  but  manly  conservatism  in  his  conduct, 
has  departed  this  life,  and  is  to-day,    we  hope,    forever  at   refreshment 


1879.]         GRAND  LODGE  OF  ATJ^BAMA.  11 

above.  Yes,  our  dear  Brother  Henry  A.  Woolf,  is  no  mora  For  a 
nnmber  of  years  he  occnpied  an  official  relation  to  this  Grand  Lodge  and 
onr  State  Govemment,  in  both  of  which,  as  well  as  in  all  other  duties  of 
life,  he  exemplified  the  character  of  the  good  and  tme  man.  We  moam 
his  loss,  bnt  not  without  the  comforting  hope  that  his  future,  like  his  life, 
is  one  of  pence.  I  suggest  that  an  appropriate  expression  of  our  feelings 
upon  Brother  Woolfs  death  be  made. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  to  the  following  named  Lodges  to 
elect  officers,  said  Lodges  having,  for  good  cause  shown,  failed  to  elect 
their  officers  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  constitution : 

Fredonia  Lodge  No.  79. 

Solomon  Lodge  No.  74. 

Bladen  Springs  Lodge  No.  151. 

Dispensations  were  also  granted  to  Black  Oak  Lodge  No.  397,  Spring 
Hill  Lodge  No.  217,  to  continue  their  masonic  labors  until  this  com- 
munication. These  Lodges  had  forfeited  their  charters  on  account  of 
non-representation  and  non-payment  of  dues,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  your 
pleasure  to  restore  them  as  all  dues  to  date  have  been  paid. 

I  also  granted  Dispensations  for  the  removal  of  the  following  Lodges, 
being  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  masonry  would  thereby  be  promoted, 

viz:    To  Gillespie  Lodge  No.  290,  from  the  present  location  in  Fayette  to 

Cleveland  in  same  county. 

The  following  decisions  made  by  me  during  the  past  year  comprise 
all  that  I  deem  necessary  to  bring  to  your  attention  : 

Bided— 

1.  That  no  dues  accrue  to  a  subordinate  Lodge  against  a  member 
thereof  pending  the  forfeiture  of  its  charter.  A  brother  whose  member- 
ship was  in  such  a  Lodge,  may,  upon  payment  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  amount  of  all  dues  which  have  accrued  against  him  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  obtain  from  that  officer  a  certificate  showing  such  payment ;  and 
upon  this  certificate  he  may  petition  any  Lodge  for  membership. 

2.  That  after  charges  and  specifications  are  regularly  filed,  they  be- 
come the  property  of  the  Lodge  ;  and  may,  by  consent  of  the  Lodge,  at 
any  regular  communication,  be  withdrawn. 
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3.  That  when  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  a  brother 
who  has  been  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  subordinate  Lodge,  and  the 
decision  of  such  Lodge  reversed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  status  of  such 
a  brother  is  that  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason.  This  decision  I  have  made 
in  obedience  to  Bule  19,  Article  7,  of  our  constitution.  This  I  think  is  a 
singular  provision  of  our  organic  law,  and  one  that  should  be  revised  and 
amended.  Li  my  opinion,  it  divests  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  power  and 
authority  that  rightfully  belongs  to  it  in  such  cases,  and  works  a  hard- 
ship where  no  hardship  should  be  suffered.  For  instance  :  A  brother 
is  tried,  and  is  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  subordinate  Lodge.  From 
this  sentence  he  appeals.  The  Grand  Lodge  decides,  after  carefully  con- 
sidering all  the  testimony,  that  the  charges  are  not  sustained,  and  re- 
verses the  decision  of  the  Lodge  below  ;  yet  the  appellant  has,  under  the 
rule  above  cited,  to  suffer  the  loss  of  Lodge  membership,  thereby  under- 
going a  punishment  when  no  ofifense  had  been  committed.  Why  not 
make  the  reversal  full  and  complete,  and  restore  the  brother  to  the  posi- 
tion he  occupied  before  the  wrongful  finding  of  the  Lodge  below  ? 

4.  When  a  party  has  received  the  K  A.  Degree,  and  makes  applica- 
tion to  be  Passed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason  why  he  should  not  ad- 
vance, the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason  should  report  the  same 
to  the  prosecuting  officer  of  the  Lodge,  and  have  charges  preferred 
against  him.  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on  every  principle  of 
justice  and  equity.  After  his  initiation  he,  to  that  extent,  is  adopted 
into  the  masonic  family,  and  is  invested  with  certain  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  among  them  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  defense.  If  un- 
worthy to  be  advanced,  he  is  unworthy  to  retain  what  he  has,  and  should 
be  tried  and  expelled. 

I  beg  in  this  connection  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
to  the  importance  of  the  committees  appointed  to  investigate  the  char- 
acter of  applicants  for  the  mysteries  of  masonry.  I  very  much  fear  that 
in  some  Lodges  such  committees  regard  their  appointment  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  I  have  sometimes  known  reports  agreed  upon,  by 
committees  on  character,  at  the  same  communication  at  which  they  were 
appointed,  thereby  failing  to  make  that  thorough  inquiry  and  investiga- 
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tion  into  the  character  of  the  applicant  that  is  contemplated  by  the  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution  requiring  their  appointment.  This  should  not 
he  so.  There  is  no  committee  so  important  to  masonry,  as  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  the  characters  of  applicants.  They  are 
for  the  time  being  the^custodians  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of  masonry; 
overseers  appointed  and  sent  out  to  inspect  and  receive  only  such  mate- 
rial as  will  adorn  our  moral  and  masonic  edifice.  Brethren,  let  as  guard 
well  the  portals  of  our  Lodges,  Our  troubles  and  difficulties  all  grow 
out  of  our  failure  to  do  this. 
I  have  during  the  past  year  visited  the  following  Lodges  : 

Union  No.  50,  at  Uniontown. 

Central  City  No.  305,  at  Selma. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173,  at  Montgomery. 

Troy  No.  54,  at  Troy. 

Brundidge  No.  184,  at  Brundidge. 

Harrison  No.  246,  at  Henderson. 

Bullock  No.  276,  at  Bullock. 

Elba  No.  170,  at  Elba. 

ClintonviUe  No.  188,  at  Clintonville. 

Haw  Bidge  No.  399,  at  Haw  Bidge. 

Ozark  No.  349,  at  Ozark. 

Henry  No.  191,  at  Abbeville. 

James  Penn  No.  227,  at  Clopton. 

Boyal  White  Hart  No.  10,  at  Clayton. 

Harmony  No.  46,  at  Eufaula. 

Loachapoka  No.  133,  at  Loaohapoka. 

Oak  Bowery  No.  108,  at  Oak  Bowery, 

Wetumpka  No.  30,  at  Wetumpka. 

Birmingham  Fraternal  No.  384,  at  Birmingham. 

Bising  Virtue  No.  4,  at  Tuscaloosa. 

North  Port  No.  262,  at  North  Port 

NewtonviUe  No.  360,  at  Newtonville. 

Charles  Baskerville  No.  281,  at  Fayetto  Court  House. 

Vernon  No.  389,  at  Vernon. 
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Moscow  No.  206,  at  Moscow. 
Notasalga  No.  119,  at  Notasalga. 
Penick  No.  161,  at  Eclectic. 

The  brethren  of  the  last  named  Lodge  have  bailt  a  new,  neat,  substan- 
tial, and  comfortable  Lodge  room,  the  comer  stone  of  which  I  laid  on 
the  5th  of  September  in  the  presence  of  a  large  crowd  who  had  assembled 
to  witness  the  ceremony. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  my  visitation  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  I 
have  in  most  instances  visited  those  Lodges  remote  from  the  public  thor- 
oughfares. While  the  number  of  Lodges  visited  during  the  year  is  not 
so  large  as  might  hava  been,  had  I  given  my  attention  entirely  to  those 
easy  of  access,  yet  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  my  efforts  to  promote  the 
cause  of  masonry  will  not  be  without  some  degree  of  success,  as  they 
have  been  directed  mainly  to  those  sections  of  our  jurisdiction  where  no 
Grand  Master  had  officially  gone  before.  I  desire  here  to  return  to  the 
brethren  with  whom  I  met  during  my  official  visitations,  my  thanks  for 
their  uniform  courtesy  with  the  assurance  that  their  kindness  was  duly 
oppreciated  and  will  ever  be  gratefully  remembered. 

As  we  thus  pass  in  review  the  doings  of  the  past  year  we  see  that  while 
we  have  worked,  Providence  has  smiled  upon  us,  granted  us  comparative 
immunity  from  the  ravages  of  disease  and  death,  and  otherwise  favored 
our  conditions  in  life.  Let  us  be  thankful  for  His  mercies  and  stimu- 
lated to  a  more  reverential  regard  for  His  Holy  will  respecting  us. 

I  now  return  to  you  the  trust  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  invest 
me,  and  which,  I  feel,  has  been  too  feebly  executed.  In  taking  leave  of 
you,  officially,  let  me  say  that  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  is  that  yon 
may  always  be  favored  with  that  peace  and  harmony  which  emanate 
from  a  rigid  observance  and  gentle  practice  of  the  refining,  elevating  and 
purifying,  principles  of  masonry. 

H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG, 

Grand  Master. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  made  his  Annaal  Beport,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  (See  Ajh 
pendix.J 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  his  Annaal  Beport,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  (See  Ap" 
pendixj 

HANDING  OVER  PAPERS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  papers 
were  ordered  to  be  handed  over  to  the  proper  com- 
mittees without  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

RESTORING  FORFEITED  CHARTERS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  Lodges, 
the  charters  of  which  had  been  forfeited  for  non-repre- 
sentation for  two  years,  and  which  have  now  paid  up 
their  Dues  in  full,  and  are  represented,  were  reinstated. 

REPORT  ON  THE  E«  A.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  Henry  C.  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee  on 
Codification,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  OODmOATION. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 
Your  committee  whose  duty  it  was  made  by  a  reaolation  adopted  at  the 
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last  commonioation  to  compile  nil  the  laws  and  edicts  of  the  Qrand 
Lodge  now  in  force,  and  report  the  same  at  the  present  Grand  Gommnni- 
cation,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  result  of  their  labor  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Your  committee  respectfully  suggest  that  they  be 
authorized  to  review  and  revise  the  work  already  done,  and  to  embraoe 
in  the  code  to  be  prepared  by  them  any  edict,  rule,  or  resolution,  that 
may  have  been  omitted,  and  all  rules,  resolutions,  and  edicts,  that  may 
be  adopted  at  this  communication,  and  have  such  code  properly  indexed 
and  printed. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

DAVID  CLOPTON, 
a  C.  TOMPKINS, 
DANIEL  SAYBE, 

Committee. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  B»ev.  Grand 
Ghaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  8^  o'clock. 
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IN  GEAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Mobning,  December  2, 1879. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  8.^  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Armstrong,  presiding ;  th&  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  James  M.  Bmndidge  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

FALKVILLE  LODGE  NO.   3d6. 

BesolmU  That  Falkville  Lodge  No.  396,  having  lost  its  Hall,  its  Ghaiv 
ter,  and  aU  its  property  by  fire,  the  Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  directed 
to  famish  said  lodge  with  a  new  charter  without  charge. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  F.  0.  DEGBEE. 

Brother  James  M.  Brnndidge,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

BEPBESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

The  following  representatives  from  the  following  Grand 


16 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


[1879. 


Lodges,  properly  commissioned,  were  presented  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  cordially  welcomed  : 

John  Gideon  Harris,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho. 
Daniel  Smith,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont. 
Palmer  J.  Pillans,  fi^om  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico. 

Brothers  Henry  C.  Tompkins  and  William  T.  Tit- 
comb,  each,  offered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  violations 
of  Masonic  Law,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following  as 
the  regular 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
On  Chabtebed  Lodges. 


No.  1. 


Alexander  McCollister, 
James  T.  Holland, 
(Jeorge  E.  Crawford, 


John  Y.  Johnston, 
Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt. 


No.  2. 


John  A.  Padgett^ 
George  W.  Taylor, 
Charles  Crawley, 

George  C.  Saunders, 
Henry  A.  Eillen. 

DeWitt  C.  White, 
Benjamin  B.  Bricken, 
Amos  L.  Moody, 

No.  3. 

1 

Alexander  P.  Oden, 
Francis  P.  M.  Gilbert. 

,         James  G.  Cowan^ 
WiUiam  H.  Avety, 

No.  4. 

James  M.  WiUiams, 
James  D.  Falkner. 

Dempsey  B.  Oden, 

• 

Julius  C.  Adler, 
John  Beeves, 
Amos  M.  EUiotj 

No.  6. 

John  B.  Simmonsi 
Hiram  M.  Hayes. 
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No.  6. 


Joseph  Jemigan, 
William  W.  Harder, 
Oswell  Albright, 

John  T.  Hester, 
Walter  R.  Dawson, 
William  P.  Cooper, 

Itsaao  C.  Hall, 
Thomas  H.  Bailey, 
William  A.  Striplin, 

Isaac  Heyman, 
Thomas  J.  Callahan, 
William  C«  Coosins, 

Thomas  J.  Brewer, 
Alfred  H.  Lee, 
Benjamin  L.  All«n, 


No.  7. 


No.  & 


Na9. 


No.  la 


William  H.Praitt, 
Ellis  Yeitoh. 


Lamartine  O.  Hicks, 
Foster  B.  TerrelL 


Pleasant  W.  Spear, 
Jacob  D.  Whetstone^ 


Jesse  L.  Adams, 
Gtoorge  A.  Barge. 


Allen  N.  Ward, 
David  D.  Kent 


On  DiBFSNSATldlTS. 

No.  1. 


William  M.  Hames, 
Llewelyn  Spigener, 
Joseph  L.  Edwards, 

Horatio  C.  Grayson, 
Lewis  T.  Wimberly, 
LeBoy  L.  TeBow, 

Oliyer  S.  Beers, 
Alonzo  G.  Storey, 
Abijah  Haley, 

Jesse  M.  Carmichael, 
William  H.  Horn, 
Biohard  P.  Lookhart, 


No.  2. 


William  D.  Campbell, 
William  L.  Gnde^ 


Kossuth  A.  Mayer, 
Michael  Y.  Hayes. 


On  Finanob. 


Benjamin  F.  MoGaoc^y, 
Pinkn^  M.  Bniner. 


On  Bt-Lawb. 


Henry  M.  Mason, 
John  W.  Jones. 


20  1»E00EEDINGS  OP  THE  [1879-» 

On  Pbopositions  and  Grievances, 

George  P.  Harrison  Jr.,  William  H.  Posey, 

Beujamin  F.  Johnson,  Bobert  J.  Redden. 

Sam  Thompson, 

On  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

John  W.  Bn«h,  Reuben  T.  Ewing, 

Ralph  T.  Armstrong,  Solon  E.  Heard. 

William  R.  Hansard, 

On  Leave  of  Absence. 

William  8.  Foster,  John  A.  Law, 

James  H.  Savage,  Albert  W.  Metcalt 

Alfred  McGee, 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Grand  Master's  Address,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  THE  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  noted  with  great  pleasnre  the  announcement  made  by 
the  Grand  Master,  that  prosperity  and  increased  strength  are  visible 
thronghoat  the  fraternity,  and  congratulates  the  Grand  Lodge  thereon. 

They,  in  common  with  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  join  most 
heartily  with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  his  expressions  of  sorrow  for 
the  death  of  our  esteemed  Brother,  Henry  A.  Woolf,  and  recommend 
that  that  portion  of  the  address  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
threBy  that  a  proper  expression  of  the  deep  sense  of  the  loss  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  of  its  sincere  sympathy  with  the  bereaved,  may  be  set  forth. 

The  committee  further  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  address  as  per- 
tains to  Dispensations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations. 

That  all  of  the  decisions  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence. 

The  committee  beg  leave  further  to  commend  the  system  of  Grand 
Yisitations  to  all  future  Grand  Masters,  feeling  fully  assured  thiH  life. 
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vigor,  and  energy,  are  all  infnsed  into  the  lodges  thereby,  and  that  they 
may  be  of  incalcalable  benefit  to  the  fraternity. 
All  of  which  is  reupectfally  sabmitted. 

P.  J.  PILLAN8, 
JOHN  A.  PADGETT. 
D.  0.  WHITE, 

Committee. 

And  the  special  committee  provided  for  in  the  forego- 
ing report  was  appointed  as  follows  : 

ON  THE  DEATH  OP  BROTHEB  HENBY  A.  WOOLP. 


John  W.  Bosh,  of  Union  No.  60. 

(}eorge  0.  Sannders,  of  Meridian  No.  265. 

Isaao  M.  Jackson,  of  Ck>taco  No.  366. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GKAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Eykning,  December  2, 1879. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  K  W.  and  Rey,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Correspondence,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  annexed 
resolution  adopted : 

SPECIAL  BEPOBT  ON  OOBIE^SPONDENOE. 

To  the  Most  Worahijful  Grand  Lodge  qf  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  present  a 
ppeciol  report,  designed  to  correct  an  unintentional  omisflion  in  their 
former  reports,  wl^ereby  the  well-approved  merits  and  position  of  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  failed  of  proper  presentation  to  yonr  consid- 
eration. Apologising  for  this  neglect,  and  in  order  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible to  correct  the  error,  we  present,  hereto  annexed,  a  resolution  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  official  recognition  of  this  legally  organized  and  old  estab- 
lished  sister  Grand  Lodge,  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

We  also  report  specially  on  the  existing  necessity  for  due  considera- 
tion, as  well  ns  proper  legislatioh  theveon,  of  that  departo^ept  of  Grand 
l4odge  polity  which  may  be  properly  designated  as  oi^ 
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FOBEION  BeLATIONB. 

Yonr  committee  and  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  alive  to  the 
increasingly  important  daties  and  responsibilities  forced  upon  them  in 
their  official  intercourse  with  other  and  more  remote  Grand  Lodge  juris- 
dictions, more  especially  in  their  contact  with  those  of  European  origin 
and  governmental  characteristics— such,  for  instance,  as  organizations 
combined  in  Grand  Lodge  Leagues,  or  created  and  governed  by  Grand 
Orients  and  Supreme  Councils.  With  such  masonic  institutions,  the  K. 
W.  Grand  Secretary,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Muster,  as  well  as  your  committee, 
have  frequent  interchange  of  correspondence,  and  there  are  overtures 
from  some  of  them,  soliciting  formal  official  recognition,  now  pending. 

We  can,  with  com|mrntivt)  ease  and  •certainty,  decide  upon  the  claims 
to  recognition  of  the  North  American  (Anglican)  Grand  Lodges,  for  they 
are  in  language,  form  of  government,  and  ritual,  essentiAlly  one  with  us; 
but  how  difficult,  indeed,  is  the  duty  of  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  such 
claimants  of  recognition  as  approach  us  from  abroad,  with  almost  incom- 
prehensible divergences  of  ritual  and  forms  of  government  from  our 
own,  and  addressing  us  in  languages  so  unfamiliar  to  our  ears  as  to  be 
almost  entitled  to  be  designated  as  "unknown  tongues."  Their  systems 
of  government  are  as  diverse  from  ours  as  a  republican  form  differs  from 
an  autocratic;  while  in  geographical  location,  masonic  ritual,  ethics,  and 
habits  of  thought,  they  are  as  far  removed  from  us  and  our  simple  ways 
as  the  east  is  from  the  west. 

The  term  recognition^  as  used  and  applied  masonically  in  America,  in- 
volves the  idea  of  approval  of  the  work  and  principles  of  the  organiza* 
tion  recognized,  and  while  such  approval  may  be  safely  expressed  in  the 
recognition  of  American  Grand  Lodges,  we  contend  that  our  knowledge 
of  the  foreign  organizations  alluded  to,  however  **true  and  perfect"  may 
be  their  individual  constituents,  does  not  warrant  us  in  extending  to  the 
latter  full  recognition  with  its  implied  approval  and  indorsement 

Without  further  enumeration  of  the  difficulties,  numerous  as  well  as 
grave,  which  have  suggested  this  recommendation,  your  committee  ad- 
vise that  hereafter  formal  official  recognition  be  extended  only  to  Grand 
Lodges  of  Anglican  origin,  which  conform  to  our  ritual  and  principles 
of  organization,  and  that  all  overtures  for  recognition  from  Grand 
Bodies,  governed  or  associated  with  Grand  Leagues,  Grand  Orients,  or 
Supreme  Councils  (subject,  of  course,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  edict  of  1878 
in  reference  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France),  be  answered  by  a  tender  of 
fraternal  civilities  and  courtesies,  and  an  exchange  of  protocols ;  and 
that  this  recommendation  and  report,  if  adopted,  shall  have  the  signi^i 
cance  ^nd  force  of  an  edict  of  thiq  Grand  Lodge. 
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Toar  oommittee  beg  farther  to  state,  as  germane  to  this  report,  that 
ihey  have  received  daring  recess,  information  in  reference  to  the  pending 
jnrisdictional  controversy  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  and  that 
of  Scotland,  and  are  pleased  to  be  enabled  to  say,  that  this  new  light 
warrants  them  in  essentially  modifying  the  anqualified  censures  ex- 
pressed in  their  last  report  against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland.  There 
are  faults  on  both  sides  in  that  unfortunate  controversy,  demanding  mu- 
tual concessions,  and  we  are  quite  hopeful  of  an  amicable  settlement  of 
the  difficulty  as  soon  as  calm  judgment  returns,  and  masonic  charity  re- 
sumes her  sway  over  the  contestants. 

Your  committee  have  also,  in  the  light  of  new  developments,  somewhat 
changed  their  opinion  as  to  the. *Wrue  imoardness"  and  general  masonio 
import  of  the  unfortunate  struggle  for  supremacy  on  the  Island  of  Guba» 
the  contestants  •being  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Golon  and  the  newly-orgnnized 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  fact  that  the  latter  Grand 
Lodge  is  similar  in  organization  to  our  own,  and  uses  the  same  ritual, 
has  enlisted  our  sympathy  in  her  behalf,  and  we  have  been  almost  per- 
suaded to  take  sides  with  Guba,  as  the  champion  of  our  favorite  Grand 
Lodge  system. 

It  is,  however,  as  true  now  as  when  we  reported  on  this  topic  last  year, 
that  these  brethren  can  and  should  reconcile  their  own  internal  coutro- 
versiee  without  outside  interventioUt  and  we  still  prefer  a  position  of 
neutrality  in  this  and  other  foreign  contests.. 

In  our  regular  report,  we  have  endeavored  to  do  full  justice  to  the  par- 
ties involved  in  the  two  controversies  above  alluded  to.  Referring  to 
which,  we  beg  permission  again  to  file  that  report  with  the  K.  W.  Grand 
Secretary  in  time  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  this  annual 
communication. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS, 

Chairman. 

Dakota  Recoonized. 

Besdved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  extends  its  cordial  recognition 
to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota,  of  the  U.  S.  Territory  of  that 
ziame,  and  tenders  to  her  the  fraternal  welcome  due  from  equals  to  equals 
in  masonic  rank  and  uims;  inviting,  also,  a  free  interchange  of  Grand 
Lodge  courtesies  and  correspondence. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  from  the  Committee  on 
SospensionSy  ExpolsioQSy  and  Appeals,  made  the  follow- 
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ing  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred 
in: 

BU8PEN8ION8,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  Ihe  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expolsions,  and  Appeals,  respectfally 
submits  the  following  report : 

Ist  The  committee  reports  that  certain  papers,  from  Georgiana  Lodge 
No.  285,  relating  to  the  case  of  David  Baer  against  Emannel  Baer,  and 
now  lying  in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  are  so  incomplete  that  to  take 
them  into  consideration  is  ont  of  the  question.  Furthermore  the  text  of 
the  appeal  recites  that  the  same  is  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York  ;  for  which  reason  this  committee  asks  that,  upon  a  return  of  said 
papers  to  Georgiana  Lodge,  with  instructions  to  amend,  if  the  parties  see 
fit,  it  be  discharged  from  further  disposition  of  said  papers. 

2d.  Appeal  of  Brother  T.  M.  Reese,  W.  M.  of  Zion  Lodge  No. 
304,  for  the  decision  of  said  Lodge  in  the  case  of  Zachariah  Savage 
against  Lra  W.  Moore,  Thaddeus  W.  Walker, 'and  William  B  Harvey, 
on  the  charge  of  '* gross  and  un masonic  conduct,"  with  specifica- 
tions alleging  that  the  said  parties  defendent,  as  a  company,  did, 
on  the  SOth  March,  1879,  knock  down  a  mill,  on  Sipsey  River,  of 
which  said  Savage  was  part  owner  ;  also  that  they  violated  their  duty 
as  Masons  by  refusing  or  failing  to  answer  a  letter  written  to  them  by 
said  Savage,  on  the  subject  of  the  damage  suffered  by  himself.  While, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  proceedings  in  this  case  are  incomplete,  it  is  on 
the  other  hand,  apparent  from  the  trial  that  the  accused  were  guilty  of 
no  moral  turpitude,  or  violation  of  masonic  duty  in  this  matter.  They 
aver — and  their  declaration  encounters  no  rebuttal— that  they  exhausted 
every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  their  boat  from  knocking  away  the 
mill,  and  disclaim  any  purpose  to  injure  Brother  Savage  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. The  Lodge  acquited  Moore,  Walker,  and  Harvey.  Per- 
ceiving no  reason  why  said  decision  should  be  reversed,  we  recommend 
that  the  action  of  Zion  Lodge  No.  304,  acquiting  Brothers  Moore, 
Walker,  and  Harvey,  be  sustained. 

3.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  Pea  River  Lodge  No.  271,  which 
did,  on  the  15th  March,  1879,  indefinitely  suspend  William  J.  Stephens 
from  all  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  masonry,  under  the  following 
charges  and  specifications  : 

Ghabox  : 

**  Immoral  and  unmasonic  conduct" 
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Specification  1st. 

"  In  that  the  said  William  J.  Stephens,  of  Coffee  county,  Ala.,  while 
acting  as  agent  for  one  J.  C.  Allen  of  South  Carolina,  did,  in  the  year 
1872,  sell  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Coflfee  county,  Alabama,  as  said  agent, 
to  Brother  Henry  Fowler  ;  and  since  that  time  has  collected,  at  different 
times,  amounts  due  on  the  notes  given  by  the  said  Henry  Fowler  for  the 
said  land,  and  has  appropriated  the  same  to  his  own  use  without  the  con- 
sent or  knowledge  of  the  said  J.  C.  Allen,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a 
Mason,  and  to  the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  masonic  fraternity.'* 

Specification  2d. 

"And  also  in  that  the  said  William  J.  Stephens  has  wronged  the  afore- 
said Allen  by  not  paying  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  said  laad  over  to 
the  said  Allen  ;  further,  that  he— Stephens— still  continues  to  hold  the 
said  Allen's  effects,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  Mason,  and  to  the  scan- 
dal and  disgrace  of  the  masonic  frateruity." 

The  testimony  in  this  case  shows  that  Brother  Henry  Fowler  gave 
StApbens  two  notes  for  the  land  in  question,  one  for  one  hundred  dollars, 
payable  to  Stephens  as  agent  for  J.  C.  Allen,  and  another  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars,  to  the  same  effect ;  also  that  Stephens  in- 
dorsed on  the  said  notes  credits  to  the  amount  of  $127.52. 

The  deposition  of  J.  C.  Allen,  aforesaid,  taken  before  a  Notary  Public 
in  Sumter  county,  S.  C,  shows  that  W.  J.  Stephens  was  the  lawful  agent 
of  Allen  for  the  sale  of  the  said  land  ;  that  Stephens  notified  Allen  of  the 
sale  of  the  laud  to  Fowler  ;  that  Stephens  had  no  authority  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  that  sale,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  his  own  use  ;  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  Stephens  to  remit  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  as  soon  as  col- 
lected ;  that  Allen  considered  himself  wronged  in  this  matter  by 
Stephens,  and,  lastly,  that  Stephens  never  remitted  any  money  to  Allen. 

From  the  trial  under  consideration  it  does  not  appear  tlDEit  J.  C.  Allen, 
the  injured  man,  is  a  Master  Mitson  ;  this  circumstance  should  make  no 
material  difference  in  a  judgment  on  the  case  ;  the  commission  of  any 
dishonorable,  or  dishonest  act  is  umnasoniCt  be  its  object  a  Mason  or  a 
pri/ane.  It  is  the  glory  of  masonry  that  her  sbiudard  of  integrity  and 
morality  is  high,  and  that  she  inculcates  principles  beneficent  in  their  in- 
fluence upon  the  outer  world. 

At  said  trial  Stephens,  having  "announced  ready,"  made  no  defence, 
and  the  Lodge  suspended  him  indefinitely  by  a  vote  of  over  two-thirds. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision,  of  Pea  Kiver  Lodge  No.  271,  in- 
definitely suspending  William  J.  Stephens  from  all  the  privileges  and 
benefits  of  masonry,  be  sustained. 
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In  conclnsion  we,  the  members  of  the  committee  on  Appeals,  tender  to 
this  Grand  Lodge  our  respectful,  fraternal,  and  heartfelt  congratulations 
upon  the  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  Appeals  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
during  the  last  four  years  ;  whether  or  not  this  is  attributable  to  an  in- 
crease of  contentment  with  the  decisions  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  or  ac- 
quiep.cence  therein,  or,  else,  is  due  to  a  diminution  of  disorders  and  dis- 
turbances in  the  craft,  we  cannot  intelligently  affirm  :  in  cither  event  let 
Qs  take  comfort ;  for  if  the  former  reason  is  the  real  one,  the  justice  and 
correctness  of  Lodge  action  is  recognized  ;  if  the  latter,  there  is  eyident 
removal  of  causes  for  trouble. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted.  

W.  Y.  TITCOMB,  Chairman, 

P.  G.  M.  Wilson  Williams  oflfered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

FURNITURE  AND  JEWELS  OF  CHEWACKLA  LODGE  NO.  164. 

Resdvedt  That  the  furniture,  jewels,  library,  ifcc.,  heretofore  belonging 
to  ChQwackla  Lodge  No.  164,  the  charter  of  which  has  long  since  been  for- 
feited, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  donated  and  ordered  to  be  turned  over 
to  Wilson  Williams  Lodge  No.  351,  and  that  the  Worshipful  Master  pro- 
ceed to  collect  up  the  same  for  the  use  of  said  Lodge. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8  respectfully  submit  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  referred  to  them,  and  find  the  foUowing 

oobbect: 


Cluttflville No.  319 

321 
323 
324 
332 


Pleasant  Hill ** 

Holly  Grove *• 

Viola " 

Blue  Eye '* 

Oliver  "    334 

Nanafalia "    335 

Johnson 

Georgiana  Davis 

Kagan 


It 


337 
338 
341 


PikeviUe No.  344 

Hurtville "  346 

Bienville **  348 

Ozark "  349 

Wilson  Williams "  351 

Rock  Mills "  353 

Van  Buren— 2  years 

Rutledge 

Barbour " 


«f 


If 


355 
357 
358 


Newtonville— 2  years "    360 
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IMCOBBECT  : 

Maoibon  Station  No.  329.— Dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  oat,  no 
post-office  given,  name  of  master  signed  where  the  name  of  the  lodge 
oaght  to  be,  initials  used  in  two  places  instead  of  full  name,  seal  not 
plumb . 

Ghabitt  No.  331. — The  word  none  omitted  in  all  the  places  where  it 
oaght  to  be  in  the  absence  of  other  matter. 

AiiBEBT  Pike  No.  339. — Seven  members  suspended  for  non.  payment  of 
does  on  the  1st  Jnly,  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  fifteen 
members  in  the  list  with  no  masonic  grade  given  ;  one  name  with  only 
initials. 

Echo  No.  345. — Sospensions  N.  P.  D.  dated  May  10. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

ISAAC  C.  HALL, 

THOMAS  H  BAILEY. 

W.  A.  STRIPLIN. 

JACOB  D.  WHETSONE. 

Brother  Jalius  C.  Adler,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

Toihe  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report.  They  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  submitted  to 
them,  and  report  the  following  as 

OOBBEOT  : 


Davie— 2  years No.  176 


Desotoville * 

Mount  HiUiard " 

AberfoU " 

Oatawla .... 
Tombigbee. 
Brush  Creek 
Hopewell 


1 1 


ti 


tt 


178 
180 
181 
18C 
190 
191 
193 


Caledonia "    198 


Sylaoauga. 


«< 


200 


Helicon No.  201 


Valley 

Manning  Spring . 
Moscow— 2  years . 

Pettusville 

Alexandria 

Marshall 

York 

Putnam — 2  years. 
Builders 


203 
204 
206 
207 
208 
209 
211 
212 
215 
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INCOBBEOT. 

Bbundidoe  No.  184.— Heading  erroneous  in  reciting — "commencing 
on  the  15th  day  of  November  1879,"  instead  of  1878  ;  dates  A.  D.  and  A. 
L.  not  filled  np. 

Clintonville  No.  188. — Heading  erroneeus  in  reciting— "commencing 
on  the  15th  day  of  November  1879,"  instead  of  1878  ;  initials  and  abbre^ 
viations  used  in  several  names,  name  of  the  master  is  signed  where  the 
name  of  the  lodge  ought  to  be,  seal  illegible.  • 

Chattahooohke  No.  192.— Heading  erroneous  in  reciting — "commence 
ing  on  the  15th  day  of  November  1879,  instead  of  1878. 

KiA-LioHEB*  No.  199.— Elinore  county,  of  which  Brother  Nathan  Lan- 
ders is  Master.  In  this  Return  your  Committee  is  unable  to  make  oat 
the  name  of  the  lodge,  either  from  the  seal,  which  is  too  indistinct  to  be 
legible  ;  or  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  written  in  the  heading,  or  on 
the  back  of  the  return. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted* 

J.  C.  ABLER, 

Chairman, 

Brother  James  G.  Cowan,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4.  beg  leave  to  make  the  foU 

lowing  report     They  have  carefully  examined  the  retorns  submitted  to 

them,  and  find  the  following 

CORRECT : 


Unity No. 

Shelby " 

Daleville " 

Cold  Water *• 

Bladon  Spring ** 


136 
140 
144 
148 
151 


Mount  Jefferson No.  152 

Somerville— 2  years  .....  .   «*  157 

Maysville »•  168 

Peuick » «  161 

Fayetteville  Authentic *•  ld3 


IKCOBBECTt 

Bethel  No.  141. — Seal  upsidedown. 

Baldwin  No.  142. — Seal  npsidedown,  and  impressed  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  returns. 


*Grand  Secretary  has  filled  oat  the  name. 
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BuBLEsoN  No.  143. — Name  of  the  Master  signed  where  the  name  of  the 
lodge  ought  to  be,  seal  illegible  ;  dnes  omitted  for  2  ministers,  bnt  only  1 
marked  M.  G.  ;  under  the  head  of  degrees  conferred  the  name  of  an  M. 
M.  is  reported  under  all  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  0.,  and  M.  M.,  whereas  it 
should  only  be  under  the  latter. 

Fbatebnitt  No.  145. — Abbreviations  used ;  James  H.  Grigsby  is  re- 
ported dead,  and  James  H.  Grigsby  is  reported  as  a  living  member,  bat 
there  may  have  been  two  members  of  the  same  name  ;  date  A.  L.  not 
filled  out,  returns  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

MoMBOEviUiE  No.  153.— Initials  used,  suspensions  |N.  P.  D.  dated  in 
July— should  be  dated  and  take  place  at  the  last  meeting  in  June  before 
the  24th,  table  of  dues  and  fees  not  filled  out 

NiXBUBOH  No.  164. — Name  of  1  M.  M.  under  all  the  heads  of  E.  A. ,  F. 
G.,  and  M.  M.,  when  it  should  be  only  under  the  last,  also  1  F.  G.  under 
both  heads  of  E.  A.  and  F.  C.  when  it  should  be  only  under  the  last ;  the 
heading  recites— commencing  on  the  15th  of  November  1879 — when  it 
should  be  1878  ;  returns  19  members,  3  of  which  are  marked  M.  D.  and 
no  dues  paid  for  them  ;  if  they  are  not  M.  G*s,  there  is  due  the  Grand 
Lodge  $1.50,  name  of  the  lodge  spelt  without  the  final  H.,  secretary  is 
referred  to  his  seal. 

Eastabooa  No.  155. — Secretary  reports  the  name  of  4  members  who 
had  been  suspended  N.  P.  D.,  and  lets  them  stand  so,  although  under 
the  head  of  Hemarks  he  says  they  have  paid  up  and  been  reinstated,  but 
does  not  put  their  names  in  the  list  of  members — due  the  G.  L.  $2. 

SuMTEB  No.  166.— Sumter  is  spelt  without  the  P,  but  the  secretary  putA 
it  iu,  he  is  referred  to  his  seal ;  the  verification  is  dated  December  22, 
which  is  also  an  error. 

Mount  Hope  Na  168.— Seal  Illegible. 

BusNA  Vista  No.  169. — In  this  return  the  name  of  John  Walker  is  put 
down  under  the  head  of  E.  A.,  though  the  date  of  his  Passing  is  given 
just  above,  dues  put  down  in  the  wrong  place. 

EiiBA  No.  170.— Seal  illegible. 

Olopton  No.  171. — Nosea^  and  returns  not  signed  by  the  Master. 

FzLLOWSHiP  No.  172.— Seal  illegible. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173.— The  name  of  a  brother  given  as  TUer  who 

is  a  member  of  Montgomery  Lodge  No.  11.     Quere.— Can  a  member  of 

one  lodge  hold  office  in  another?* 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  G.  COWAN, 

GhairmAiit 


*NoTB  BY  the  Gbamd  SEGBBTABy.— **The  Tiler  need  not  bo  a  member 
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Brother  DeWitt  C.  White,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  M  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alubamii  : 

Yonr  Committee  od  Chartered  LodgoB  No.  3,  have  carefnlly  exiunined 
the  returmi  submitted  to  them,  tiu<l  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 


COBBECT  : 


Tuckabatchee No.  90 

Lozahatchee ••  97 

Hermon *♦  10(i 

Oak  Bowery ••  108 

Forest  Hill ••  110 

C^mpHiU "  120 

Havana "  123 


Ftlix  No.  124 


Hurndon * 

Mortimer  Boeder * 

Lonchapoka  

Wiley— 2  years *• 

Columbia *• 


i« 


125 
126 
133 
134 
135 


iNooBBscr : 

Fulton  No.  98.  —Not  numbered  on  the  back ;  dues  not  paid  for  two 
ministers,  but  their  names  are  not  marked  on  the  list  of  members. 

Salem  No.  99. — BecapituUition  not  filled  out. 

Habtwell  No.  101.— Abbreviations  used,  wrong  dale  to  suspensions 
N.  P.  D.,  seal  illegible. 

Bekson  No.  103. — Two  years,  initials  used,  badly  defaced  with  blots 
and  eraznres,  seal  on  one  return  scarcely  legible,  and  on  the  other  not  at 
aU. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104.— Recapitulation  not  flilled  out,  under  head 
of  members  paid  for  26  is  written,  should  be  24,  seal  scarcely  legible. 

Shilo  No.  105. — Number  of  members  and  amount  of  dues  not  set  down 
in  the  table  of  Dues,  seal  put  on  with  lamp-black  by  which  the  retam  is 
much  defaced. 

Choctaw  No.  107. — Number  of  members  not  set  down  in  the  table  of 
Dues,  master  signs  his  name  where  the  name  of  the  lodge  ought  to  be. 

NoTASULOA  No.  jl9.— Year  for  which  Dues  are  paid  not  indorsed  on 


of  the  lodge  which  he  tiles  ;  and  in  fact,  in  large  cities,  one  brother  very 
often  performs  the  duties  of  Tiler  for  several  lodges." 
Mackxfs  Jurisprudence  p.  393. 

So  says  Simons,  also. 
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the  outside,  name  of  the  last  M.  M.  Baised  not  on  the  list  of  membera, 
therefore  dne  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

BouYAB  No.  127. — Years  for  which  daes  should  be  paid  not  indorsed 
on  tbeoatside,  name  of  the  last  M.  M.  Baised  not  on  the  list  of  members, 
therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents  more,  no  seal. 

Geneva  No.  129.— Neither  name  nor  number  of  the  lodge  indorsed  on 
the  back  of  return,  uor  the  years  for  which  dues  were  paid^  nor  the  num'* 
ber  of  ministers  unpaid  for  in  tfible  of  Dues. 

YoBKYiiiLE  No.  131. — Under  the  head  of  Dues  number  of  members  paid 

for  not  put  down,  nor  number  of  M.  Gs. ,  amount  of  dues  set  down  in  the 

column  for  Grade,  which  is  not  required. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  C.  WHITE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Isaac  Heyman,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in: 

BEPOBT  ON  OHABTEBED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Tour  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  fraternally  submit  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  placed  in  their  hands,  and  find  the  foU 
lowing 

COBBECT  : 


Town  Creek— 2  yoare No.  361 

Chester— 2  years *•  363 

Pleasant  Site "  364 

Chandler "  367 

Cross  Plains "  368 

Athelstan «•  369 

Russellville •«  371 


Gainesville No.  375 

Weogufka '*  378 

E.  H.  Cook "  381 

Birmingham  Fraternal  ....   **  384 

Blue  Spring "  387 

Newburgh '*  388 


INCOBBEOT. 

CoTAGO  No.  366. — Becapitulatiou  not  filled  out,  number  of  members 
for  whom  dues  are  paid  not  set  down  in  the  table  of  Dues,  one  reinstated 
not  set  down  in  the  list  of  members,  one  reported  dimitted  and  one  JS^i- 
Ured  and  one  reinstated  on  22d  November,  which  is  after  the  end  of  the 
masonic  year^ 
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Bells  LakdIno  No.  373.— No  attention  paid  to  Instractions  and  there- 
fore full  of  errors. 

Sauta  Creek  No.  376. — Neither  name,  nor  nnmber,  nor  year,  nor 
amoant  of  dnes  set  down  on  the  back,  2  ministers  not  designated  in  the 
list  of  members,  year  A.  D.  set  down  us  189. 

Lake  Cm  No.  377.— For  1878,  six  M.  M.  the  last  raised,  and  1  affiliate, 
not  pnt  down  on  the  list  of  members,  therolbre  dne  the  G.  L.  $3.50. — 
For  1879,  the  last  raised  M.  M.  and  4  affiliates  not  on  the  list  of  members, 
dne  the  G.  L.  $2.50. 

Trinitt  No.  336.— Had  dimitted  the  J.  W.  contrary  to  Masonic  Law, 

amount  of  daes  from  each  member  interlined  opposite  each  name   which 

the  blank  dues  not  provide  for. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ISAAC    HEYMAN. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Thomas  J.  Brewer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

BEPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M,  \V.  Oraiid  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  lietums  placed  in  their  hands,  and  find 
the  following 

cobbect: 


North  Border No. 

Opelika 

Falkville 

Hartselle 

Haw  Ridge 

Hanceville 

Green  HiU 

Childersbnrg 

Hoboken 


391  I  Mineral  Springs,  2  years, .  .No.  405 


395 
396 
398 
399 
400 
402 
403 
404 


Doric 

Hillsboro 

Pond  Town 

Amberson 

Sulphur  Springs , 

Broom  town 

ShorterviUe 

Clanton 


406 
408 
409 
412 
414 
420 
422 
423 


incobbect: 


HicEOBY  Flat  No.  392. — Initials  and  abbreyiations  nsed,   number  of 
the  lodge  placed  under  head  of  dues. 
3 
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Valley  Head  No.  394.— AbbreviatioDR  iiRed,  amoant  of  daes  not  in- 
serted under  head  of  Dues,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Black  Oak  l^o.  397.— No  seal. 

NoBTH  RivEB  No.  407.— Date  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  seal  not  plumb. 

Helena  No.  410. — Name  of  the  Master  written  where  the  name  of  the 
lodge  ought  to  be. 

Jemison  No.  411. — Number  of  memberH  not  inserted  under  head  of 
Dues,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  oat,  seal  not  plumb. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. — Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the  back, 
nor  the  years  for  which  dues  should  bo  paid,  nor  the  amount  of  dues, 
recapitulation  not  filled  out,  one  set  down  as  an  £.  A.  although  he  has 
been  raised. 

WiLLiAMSBUBO  No.  416.— The  year  A.  I),  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  im- 
poHsible  to  read  the  name  of  the  P.  0.,  no  seal. 

Oeoeoe  Smith  No.  417.— Caption  reads— commencing  on  the  15th  No- 
vember 1879  and  ending  on  the  14th  of  November  1879  when  the  com- 
mencing should  be  1878,  no  date  to  one  afilliation,  2  ministers  not  paid 
for,  but  their  names  are  not  designated,  dues  inscribed  on  the  back  tinin- 
telligible. 

Cullman  Fraternal  No.  421.— Only  the  latter  part  of  the  name  in- 
scribed on  the  back  and  in  the  caption,  number  of  members  not  set  down 
in  the  table  of  Dues,  1  F.  C.  reported  as  being  Passed  on  December  17; 
1879. 

Georoe  WnflON  No.  424. — J.  Gid  Harris  marked  as  the  representative 
of  this  lodge,  who  does  not  belong  to  it ;  caption  of  the  returns  not  filled 
out  with  either  name,  number,  commencing,  or  ending;  initials  and  ab- 
breviations used,  year  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  1  set  down  as  an  £.  A.  and 
another  as  a  F.  C.  although  both  have  been  Raised. 

Temple  No.  425. — Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the  back, 
Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  1  reported  as  a  minister  but  his  name  is  not 
designated,  amount  ot  dues  filled  out  at  $8^  although  the  lodge  was  [J.  D. 

Daniel  Pratt  No.  426. — Two  £.  A.  reported  as  being  affiliated,  and  1 
E.  A.  and  1  F.  C.  set  down  in  the  list  of  members,  initials  and  abbrevia- 
tions used,  1  reported  in  the  list  of  members  and  the  same  name  re^ 
ported  as  being  dimitted,  1  rejected  and  no  date  given,  1  dimitted  and 
no  date  given,  seal  not  plumb,  1  reported  Raised  whose  name  is  not  on 
the  list  of  members,  but  the  correct  amount  of  dues  are  paid. 

Fraternally  submitted.  THOMAS  J.  BREWER, 

BEN  LEE  ALLEN, 
ALLEN  N.  WARD. 
DAVm  D.  KENT. 

Committee. 
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Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

FLORENCE  LODGE  NO.  14 

Resolxjed,  That  Florence  Lodge  Na  14,  be  absolved  Aroiki  the  payment 
of  Grand  Lodge  Dnes  for  the  year  1878,  on  aoooont  of  the  prevalenoe  of 
the  yellow  fever  in  Florence  during  that  year. 


REPORT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREE. 

Brother  James  M.  Bmndidge,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  M.  M.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  John  T.  Hester,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  the  M,  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  AliJbama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefally  examined  the  Betoms  sabmitted  to  them,  and  find  the 
following 

oobbbct: 


Randolph No.  258 

Beilville ••    260 

Meridian "    265 

Mount  Pleasant "    266 

Wind  Creek "    267 

Clifton "    272 


PaintBock "    274 


Frankfort No.  276 

.SpringviUe,2year8 **  280 

Geormana "  285 

Port  Deposit.  1878 "  291 

Norrig "  301 

Zion  «  304 

Central  City "  305 


inoobbbot: 


Gaylesvillb  No.  256. — One  af&liate  not  entered  in  the  list  of  membeis, 
therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Ebvin  No.  257. — ^Amonnt  of  does  not  pat  down  on  the  book,  sospen- 
sions  N.  P.  D.  dated  in  Ootoberi  seal  apside  down. 
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TAtitiADEOA.  No.  261.— Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  oat;  suspensions 
N.  P.  D.  dated  on  the  0th  of  Jane,  the  Ist  Friday  in  the  month,  when 
they  shonld  be  dated  on  the  20th  of  Jane,  the  3rd  Friday  in  the  month, 
the  day  of  the  regalar  commauication,  and  the  last  before  the  24th. 

fiioHLAND  No.  262  — SuspenRions  N.  P.  D.  dated  on  November  1. 

BuTLEB  Springs  No.  270. — Caption  recites— commencing  on  the  15th 
November  1879— ought  to  be  1878. 

Northern  No.  278. -Caption  of  Returns  not  filled  out,  seal  not  plumb. 

Chari^es  Babkebyiu^  No.  281. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  number 
of  members  not  put  down  in  the  table  of  dues,  date  of  suspensions  N.  Pj 
D.  in  the  wrong  place,  no  post-offlce. 

Daviston  No.  2>53.— Seal  illegible. 

Walker  No.  286.— Year  A.  D<  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Clinton  No.  287. -Seal  illegible. 

Gillespie  No.  21)0. — Number  of  members  for  which  dues  are  paid  nol 
set  down  in  the  table  of  Dues,  verification  dated  Hth  of  November  1878 
instead  of  1879. 

Fort  Deposit  No.  291. — For  1879  name  of  lodge  not  indorsed  on  the 
back. 

Jonesboro  No.  315.— Caption  recites— commencing  on  the  15th  of  No- 
vember 1870  and  ending  on  the  14th  day  of  November  18—,  number  of 
members  for  which  dues  are  paid  not  set  down  in  the  table  of  Dues, 
number  of  miuisters  not  paid  for  not  set  down. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  T.  HESTEli, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Alexander  P.  Odom  offered  the  following  res- 
olation  for  the  relief  of  Somerville  Lodge  No.  157,  and 
on  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Senior  Warden,  it  was 
amended  so  as  to  include  Shelby  Lodge  No.  140,  and 
then  the  resolution  was  adopted : 

SOBiERVILLE  NO.  157  AND  SHELBY  NO.  140. 

Resolved,  That  owing  to  the  impoverished  condition  of  Somerrille 
Lodge  No.  157,  in  consequence  ot  the  contributions  of  its  members  in 
building  a  new  Hall,  the  Dues  of  said  Lodge  for  1879,  and  also  the  Duos 
of  Shelby  Lodge  No.  140,  be,  and  the  same. are  hereby,  refunded. 
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Brother  Alexander  P.  Odom  oflfered  the  following  res- 
olation,  and  it  was  adopted : 


BALLOTING  ON  ADVANOEBIENT. 

Resolved^  That  it  Ib  the  Rense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  a  ballot  can  not 
be  had  for  the  advancement  of  any  candidate  on  any  other  day  than  that 
of  a  regular  oommnnication,  and  that  no  Lodge  can  call  off  until  another 
day,  and  consider  it  as  a  part  of  the  regular  communication. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 
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Wednesday  Morning,  December  3, 1879. 

The  Grand  Lodge  waa  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minates  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand 
Officers  for  the  ensaing  masonic  year,  Brothers  George 
W.  Taylor  and  James  Connor  Jr.,  acting  as  tellers ;  and 
having  elected  the  first  foar  Grand  Officers,  the  farther 
election  was  dispensed  with  until  this  evening  at 
8  o'clock,  at  which  time  it  was  resumed  and  resulted  as 
follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

HxNBT  C.  Tompkins Montgomexy Grand  Master. 

BxTFUB  W.  Cobb Montgomery Deputy  Grand  Master. 

John  H.  Bankhkad Moscow Senior  Grand  Warden. 

John  G.  ffAnnra Livingston Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WnjJAM  H.  DiNGLBY Montgomery Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Grand  Secretary. 

Jambs  Davidson Montgomery Grand  Tiler. 

Brother  John  A.  Padgett,  from  the  Committee  on 


1879,1 
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Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTEB£D  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M,  W,  QranA  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yoar  Ck)miDitte6  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  having  carefnlly  exam- 
ined the  rotiims  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 


gobbect: 


New  Market No. 

Amity " 

Mount  Moriah— 2  years...   ** 

Troy •* 

Tuskegee ** 

Tompkinsville ** 

Social — 2  years •* 

Eureka ** 

Liberty , 

Hampden  Sidney 

Holsey 

Howard ** 


52 
54 
55 
56 
57 
61 
63 
64 
65 
67 
b8 
69 


Central No, 

Tohopeka *' 

Widow's  Son ** 

Auburn •' 

Crozier *• 

Saint  Stephens *' 

Meridian  Sun ** 

Prattville ..  •* 

Pfister *• 

Henry •* 

Sawyer 

Danville 


ii 


70 
71 
72 
76 
78 
81 
88 
89 
90 
91 
93 
95 


IMOOBBECT  : 

Gbeeninq  No.  53. — Caption  not  filled  out,  has  a  oolored  seal,  but 
neither  name  nor  number  of  the  lodge  is  legible  on  it. 

Benton  No.  59.— Blanks  not  filled  up  with  the  word  none  where  it 
ought  to  be. 

SaInt  Johns  No.  62. —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  seal  illegible  both 
as  to  name  and  number. 

Sov^MON  No.  74.— Seal  very  small  and  imperfectly  attached  to  tho  re- 
turns. The  lodge  ought  to  procure  a  larger  seal,  and  one  that  will  make 
an  impression  on  the  return  itself. 

Fbedonia  No.  79. — Table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not  filled  oat,  and  the  Dues 
^re  put  in  the  column  of  '*  Grade,**  which  is  not  required  by  the 
]t)lank. 

Wnx^oxNo.  80.— Blanks  not  filled  out  with  the  word  none  where  it 
pught  to  be,  date  A.  L.  filled  out  with  5880. 

Fbiendship  Na  84. — Returns  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— The  secretary  has  put  the  dues  in  the  oolamn  for 
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officers  and  members  which  is  not  reqaired  by  the  blank,  Moster^s  name 

signed  in  the  wrong  place. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fratomally  submitted. 

JNO.  A.  PADGETT, 
GEO.  W.  TAYLOR, 
CHARLES  CRAWLEY, 
GEORGE  0.  SAUNDERS, 
HENRY  A.  KILLEN. 

Brother  Josiah  Jernigan,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  M.  IV.  Cfrand  Lodge  of  AUibania  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  And 
the  following 

COBBEOT  : 


Spring  Hill No.  217 

Western  Star •*  5>'22 

Newton "  224 

Louisville *♦  225 

aiuiaFe *•  226 

Sepulga "  233 

Harpersville •*  2:^) 

Fairmount— 2  years "  2;J8 


Bowcu No.  241 

Coosa *»  24'^ 

Rsmur       "  243 

Lawrence •*  248 

Toluca "  249 

Camp  Creek •*  251 

North  Port «*  252 


INCOBBECT  : 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218. — Name  and  number  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  and 
caption  of  Return  not  filled  out,  number  of  members  not  inserted  in  the 
table  of  Dues,  suspensions  N.  P.  D.  on  the  24th  June,  but  ought  to  have 
been  on  the  7th  of  June. 

LiNEviLLE  No.  219.— Heading  recites — romraencing  on  the  15th  No- 
vember, 1H79 — when  it  ought  to  be  1878,  number  of  members  paid  for 
not  inserted  in  the  table  of  Dues,  nor  the  number  of  M.  6s.,  initials  and 
abbreviations  used,  one  reported  as  dimitted  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1879,  which  was  after  the  end  of  the  masonic  year,  another  reported  as 
died  on  the  24th  of  November,  1879,  name  of  1  Affiliate  not  in  the  list  of 
members,  therefore  due  the  G.  L.  50  cents, 
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Jambs  Penn  No.  227.— Cftption  of  Return  not  filled  ont,  name  of  1 
affiliate  not  in  the  list  of  members,  therefore  dae  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

DAI4LA8  No.  228. — Caption  of  Retarn  not  filled  ont,  fees  for  Initiation, 
Passing,  and  Raising,  set  down  at  nothing,  in  one  place  fee  for  Affiliation 
is  set  down  at  $1.00,  nnder  the  head  of  Fees  it  is  set  down  at  $3.00,  two 
are  reported  as  Affiliated  on  the  15th  November,  which  is  after  the  close 
of  the  masonic  year,  fee  for  Initiation  is  set  down  at  $10,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  constitdtion. 

Taliashee  No.  237. — Master's  name  signed  where  the  name  of  the 
lodge  ought  to  be. 

Dawson  No.  244. — Caption  of  Retnm  not  filled  ont. 

John  Payne  No.  245. — Returns  badly  soiled  as  though  it  had  had 
tobacco  juice  on  it,  number  of  members  for  which  dues  are  paid  not  set 
down,  nor  the  number  of  ministers  exempt  from  dues,  Fees  for  Initia- 
tion, Passing,  and  Raising  ant  down  at  nothing.  Suspensions  for  non- 
payment of  dues  set  down  on  the  24th  June  when  it  should  be  the  14th. 

Harbison  No.  246. — Name  of  one  reinstated  not  set  down  in  the  list  of 
members,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Amand  No.  250. — Number  of  members  for  which  dues  are  paid  not  set 
down  in  the  table  of  Dues,  nor  number  of  ministers,  date  A.  L.  not  filled 
out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

J08IAH  JERNIGAN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  George  P.  Harrison  Jr.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  No.  1  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GBIEVANOES. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama . 

Your  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  having  had  nnder 
consideration  various  matters  referred  to  them,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  partial  report : 

1.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  members  of  Moant  Jefferson 
Lodge  No.  152,  praying  the  removal  of  their  Lodge  from  its  present  loca- 
tion to  Jones  X  Roads,  we  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
be  gTant«d. 

2.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Dnmas,  Secretary  of  Emy's 
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Greek  Lodge  U.  D.,  Senterfitt,  Texas,  asking  that  the  dues  of  G.  B.  Gox, 
formerly  a  member  of  Halo  Lodge  No.  5,  in  this  jurisdiction,  bat  who 
now  resides  in  Texas,  be  remitted,  and  Mr.  Gox  restored  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  masonry.  Yoor  committee  report  favorably,  and 
recommend  that  the  prayer  be  granted  and  the  Grand  Secretary  be  aa- 
thorized  to  famish  petitioner  with  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

3.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Hendrix  Lodge  No.  1G2,  which  has 
heretofore  forfeited  its  charter  by  failure  to  pay  does  and  be  represented 
in  the  Grand  Lodge,  praying  a  restoration  of  its  charter  apon  payment 
of  daes  for  two  (2)  years,  we  report  favorably,  and  recommend  the  relief 
prayed  for. 

4.  In  the  matter  of  Goartland  Lodge  No.  37,  praying  to  be  relieved 
for  not  sending  report  to  lust  Grand  Communication,  by  which  its 
charter  was  forfeited,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in 
their  midst,  we  report  favorably,  and  recommend  the  relief  prayed  for. 

5.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  425,  and  of 
Brother  John  G.  Apsey,  Master  of  said  Lodge,  we  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  petitioners  be  granted,  by  accepting  the  resignation  of 
Brother  Apsey  as  Master  of  said  Lodge,  that  Brother  James  H.  Graham 
be  appointed  Worshipful  Master  in  his  stead,  and  that  Brother  N.  T. 
Greene  be  appointed  Senior  Warden  in  place  of  Brother  Graham  thus 
made  Master,  and  that  the  petition  in  so  far  as  it  seeks  a  continuance  of 
the  dispensation  under  which  said  Lodge  is  now  working  be  referred  to 
Committee  No.  1  on  Dispensations. 

6.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Gk>od  Samaritan  Lodge  No.  104, 
made  by  its  Master,  Brother  TeBow,  we  recommend— 

That  the  dues  of  said  Good  Samaritan  Lodge  No.  104  for  the  ma- 
sonic year  1878,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars,  be  remitted. 
Bespectfully  and  fraternally  submitted,  with  request  that  your  com- 
mittee be  permitted  to  report  again. 

GEOBGE  P.  HARRISON  Jr.. 

Chairman. 

Brother  John  W.  Bush,  from  the  Special  Committee 
appointed  to  report  saitable  resolutions  on  the  death  of 
Brother  Henry  Ashby  Woolf,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  unanimously  concurred 
in: 
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REPOBT  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  BBOTHEB  WOOLF. 

To  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions  on  the  death  of  our 
worthy  brother — 

Hrnbt  Ashbt  Woolf— 

bepf  leave  to  report  the  following  : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  to  call 
our  dearly  beloved  brother  from  his  labor  on  earth  to  refreshment  beyond 
the  skies;  and  our  deceased  brother,  having,  by  his  manly  virtues  and 
noblo  character,  fully  exemplified  the  principles  of  truth,  love,  and 
charity,  as  tiiught  in  the  solemn  rites  and  ceremonies  of  our  fraternity; 
and  by  his  regular  attendance  upon  the  Annual  Communications  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  a  zealous  interest  in  all  of  its  proceedings,  manifested 
an  enthusiastic  devotion  to  masonry,  as  well  as  the  sincerity  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  his  unwavering  faith  in  its  teachings;  and  having  passed 
away  from  earth,  and,  as  we  trust,  beyond  the  blazing  stars,  which  at 
last  is  the  destiny  of  all  good  and  true  masons;  therefore,  as  a  testimony 
of  our  esteem  for  him,  and  to  commemorate  his  virtues,  and  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  may  pay  its  last  sad  tribute  of  love  to  the  worthy  dead;  be  it 
Resolvedy  That  our  departed  brother  adorned  the  noble  and  holy  prin- 
ciples of  our  fraternity;  and  his  death  produces  feelings  of  profound 
grief  in  the  hearts  of  his  brethren. 

liesohedt  That  his  many  virtues  shall  be  cherished  and  emulated  by 
his  brethren,  and  his  fault«;,  if  any,  shall  be  covered  with  the  mantle  of 
charity:  and  his  name  shall  go  down  to  future  generations  as  a  light  in 
our  Masonic  Temple,  and  his  memory  shall  be  perpetuated  upon  our 
records,  and  kept  alive  in  our  hearts. 

liesdvedt  That  a  page  in  the  records  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  appro- 
priated to  his  memory,  whereon  shall  be  inscribed  his  name,  age,  and 
the  day  of  his  death. 

J.  W.  BUSH,  Chairman. 
ISAAC  M.  JACKSON, 
GEO.  C.  SAUNDEBa 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re« 
freshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GEAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  3, 1879, 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Minates  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  P.  G.  M.  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee 
on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  PROM  COMMITTEE  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jarisprndence,  after  careful  consideration 
of  the  seyerul  matters  referred  to  them,  beg  to  sabmit  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  have  carefally  considered  the  Ralings  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and  heartily  approve  all  of  them  except  Ruling  No.  i,  wherein 
the  principle  is  announced  that— "when  a  party  has  received  the  E.  A. 
Degree,  and  makes  application  to  be  Passed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason 
why  he  should  not  advance,  the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason 
should  report  the  same  to  the  prosecuting  officer  of  the  Lodge,  and  have 
charges  preferred  against  him."  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on 
every  principle  of  justice  and  equity.  After  his  Initiation,  he  to  that  ex- 
tent is  adopted  into  the  Masonic  family,  and  is  invested  with  certain 
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rights  and  privilef^es;  Rtid  among  them  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  own 
defeaso.  If  unworthy  to  be  advanced,  he  is  nnworthy  to  retain  what  he 
has,  and  should  be  tried  and  expelled. 

This  decision,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  wipes  out  the  secrecy 
of  the  ballot,  which  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  all  the  ancient  land- 
marks of  Free  Masonry.  If  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  be  invaded,  then 
Masonry  will  prove  a  failure,  and  our  lodges  will  be  filled  with  material 
hot  fit  for  the  builder's  use.  We,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : 

*'That  Ruling  No.  4  of  Past  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  decisions  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  overniled." 

In  the  matter  of  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Brother  Titcomb  and  R. 
W.  D.  Grand  Master  Tompkins,  the  committee  report  a  substitute,  and 
recommend  its  adoption : 

*•  Ttesolved,  That  any  member  of  a  subordinate  lodge,  who  shall  be  in* 
formed,  or  may  know  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  any  master  of  a  lodge 
has  been  guilty  of  nnmasonic  conduct,  he  may  report  the  same  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  who  shall  forthwith  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  if  they  be  true,  and  upon  notice  to  such  lodge  of  snch  unma* 
sonic  conduct,  if  such  lodge  fails  or  rr^fuses  to  proceed  against  such 
master,  then  the  charter  of  said  lodge  shall  l>e  arrested  by  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  who  shiill  report  the  same  to  the  next  Grand  Lodge," 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

I.  A.  WILSON, 
I  P.  J.  PILLANS, 

R  W.  COBB, 

(Committee. 

Brother  George  P.  Harrison  Jr.,  from  tLe  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  r&* 
port,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  NO.  2  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  ORIEVANOES. 

To  Oie  M.  W.  Onmd  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  additional  report : 

1.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  J.  H.  Poole,  who  has  heretofore 
been  suspended  for  intemperance,  by  Marion  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  34,  of 
which  Lodge  he  was  then  a  member,  and  who  seeks  restoration  to  the 
rights  and  priyileges  of  Masonry,  upon  the  plea  of  reformation,  your 


46  PBOCBEDINGS  OF  Tfl£  [1879i 

committee^  belieying  from  the  evidence  that  said  party  has  reformed,  re- 
port favorably  ou  his  petitiou,  and  recommend  that  he  be  restored  as 
therein  prayed. 

2.  Id  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  William  Linsel,  which  is  the  same 
as  that  of  J.  H.  Poole,  formerly  a  member  of  Perry  Lodge  No.  84,  and 
whose  petition  is  supported  by  the  same  testimony,  your  committee  make 
the  same  report,  and  recommend  his  restoration. 

3.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  425,  praying 
that  the  dues  of  all  membets  of  the  late  Marion  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  34, 
which  has  heretofore  forfeited  its  charter,  be  remitted,  and  said  members 
thereby  permitted  to  affiliate  with  said  Temple  Lodge  No.  425,  your 
committee  report  favorably,  and  recommend  that  said  dues  be  remitted, 
indulging  the  hope  that  said  suspended  Masons,  whose  financial  inability 
has  been  vouched  for  by  Temple  Lodge,  will  again  enter  the  Masonic 
fold,  and  proceed  to  labor  in  our  glorious  cause  with  renewed  freedom^ 
fervency,  and  zeal. 

4.  In  the  matter  of  the  communication  of  Brother  C.  J.  L.  Gunning- 
ham  to  the  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  touching  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lodge  property,  to- wit,  "the  old  lodge  building  erected  by  Pine 
Grove  Lodge  No.  220,"  which  Lodge  forfeited  its  charter  some  years  ago, 
your  committee  recommend  that  the  Grand  Secretary,  by  and  with  the  ad-^ 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  said  property  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  to  them  may  seem  proper. 

5.  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  brethren  of  Lib- 
erty Lodge  No.  65,  praying  permission  to  remove  from  their  present  lo- 
cality (Liberty  Uill)  to  Bell's  church,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  your  com- 
mittee, after  carefully  considering  the  petitions  pro  and  con  (fourteen 
members  petition  for  removal,  and  nine  against  it),  and  hearing  evidence 
and  argument  upon  both  sides,  feel  constrained  to  say  that  they  believe 
the  good  of  our  noble  Order  will  be  promoted  by  granting  the  prayer  of 
the  majority  petition,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  permission  to 
remove  be  granted  as  prayed.  In  doing  so,  your  committee  are  pained 
to  think  that  some  good  and  zealous  Masons  will  be  inconvenienced  by 
the  removal,  but,  believing  that  these  brethren  will  cheerfully  sacrifice 
personal  conveniences  for  the  general  good  of  the  Graft,  we  indulge  the 
hope  that  the  minority,  as  well  as  the  majority,  of  Liberty  Lodge  will 
indorse  our  action,  and  together  stand  by  their  time-honored  Lodge 
••ever  emulating  each  other  as  to  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree." 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

GEO.  P.  HARRISON  Jb.. 

Ghairman. 


ISTdi]  GRAND  L0IX}£  OF  AtABAMA.  47 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  3£  W»  Grand  Lodye  of  Alafmma : 

The  Committee  on  Bj-Laws  beg  leave .  to  report  that  the  By-laws  of 
Temple  Lodge  No.  425  {Mififled  under  the  inspection  of  a  proper  commit*' 
tee  at  the  last  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  report  was 
made  thereon,  recommending  an  amendment  and  the  adoption  of  said 
by-laws.    Said  re()ort  was  concurred  in. 

This  committee  cannot,  therefore,  see  any  occasion  for  further  action 
in  the  premises,  except  it  be  to  recommend  that  they  be  approved,  as 
amended. 

The  by-laws  of  Greorge  Wilson  Lodge  No.  424  have  been  examined,  and 
this  commitee  recommend  that  Sections  2,  8,  4,  and  6,  of  Article  VII,  be 
stricken  out.  Also,  that  Subdivision  4,  Section  3,  Article  IX,  be  stricken 
out. 

With  the  amendments  suggested,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  said  by-laws  are  in  accordance  with  the  (Constitution  and  regulations 
of  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  we  therefore  recommend  their  approvaL 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

J.  M.  OABMICHAEL, 

Chairman. 

Brother  P.  G.  M.  Isaiah  A.  Wilson  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  I 

TO  AMEND  RULE  19  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Resolvfdj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  suitable 
amendment  to  Rule  19,  of  Article  VII,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Gzand 
Lodge,  in  relation  to  Trials  and  Appeals,  as  to  the  effect  of  rtveraals  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  report  to  the  next  Grand  Commonioation. 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  resumed  the  election  of  Grand  Offi-* 
cers,  the  same  brothers  acting  as  Tellers,  and  the  elec- 
tion resulted  as  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  yester-^ 
day  morning. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in. 

(For  Report  see  Appendix.) 

REPORT  ON  ENDOWMENT. 

Brother  Thomas  T.  Rowland,  from  the  Committee  on 
Endowment,  made  report  in  favor  of  the  Endowment 
Plan,  and,  after  full  and  free  discussion,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, and  they  were  adopted : 

THANKS  TO  RETIRING  G.   M.   ARMSTRONG. 

Besolved  1,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  dae  and  hereby 
tendered  to  oar  mach  esteemed  retiring  Grand  Master,  H.  Clay  Arm> 
strong,  for  the  ability,  zeal,  and  devotion,  which  he  has  so  conspicnonsly 
exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  the  onerous,  often  difficult,  and  sometimes 
delicate,  daties  annexed  to  the  of&ce  of  Grand  Master  for  the  past  two 
years. 

Resolved  2,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial  to  be  presented  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  Past  Grand  Master  Armstrong,  as  a  token  of  its  esteem  for  him 
personally,  and  as  an  evidence  of  its  appreciation  of  his  faithful  and  effi- 
cient services  as  its  Grand  Master. 

And  the  committee  was  appointed  as  follows : 

Brothers — 

Myles  J.  Greene, 

Joseph  H.  Johnson, 

James  H.  Joiner. 

Past  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  replied  to 
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the  resolutions  in  a  short  and  eloquent  address,  and  be- 
fore he  took  his  seat,  Brother  John  W.  Bush,  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  50,  arose  to  his  feet,  and  said  that  his  lodge 
had  deputed  him  to  present  to  retiring  Grand  Master 
Armstrong, 

A  PAST  MASTEB*S  JEWEL) 

for  his  services  and  his  kindness  in  officiating  in  his 
lodge  in  installing  the  officers  thereof  on  the  24th  of 
June  last,  and  for  instructions  given  to  his  lodge  during 
his  visit. 

Brother  John  W.  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Do- 
ings of  Grand  Officers,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFPIOERS. 

Jo  Vie  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

From  the  best  information  we  have,  we  are  delighted  to  report,  that  the 
trustH  reposed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  Grand  Officers  have  been  exe- 
cuted by  them  with  fidelity;  and  that  they  are  deserving  of  the  thanks 
of  this  Grand  Body  for  the  energy  and  zeal  manifested  by  them  dcring 
the  past  year. 

We  are  informed  that  oar  retiring  Most  Worshipfal  Grand  Master  has, 
daring  the  past  Masonic  year,  visited  lodges  in  remote  localities,  and 
awakened  in  them  a  new  life,  never  before  felt  We  think  it  due  him  to 
especially  call  attention  to  his  official  acts  in  this  respect  The  official 
acts  of  all  of  oar  Grand  Officers  are  in  every  respect  highly  commendable. 

J.  W.  BUSH,  Chairman, 
RALPH  T.  ARMSTRONG, 
W.  R  HANSARD, 
SOLON  E.  HEARD, 
R.  T.  EWING. 

Brother  Alexandei"  McCollister,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTEBEP  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  the  Jf.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  (Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  follow- 
ing 

cobbsct: 


!^i8ing  Virtue ............  No. 

Moulton '• 

Macon 

Farrar * 

Royal  White  Hurt 

Florence    * '* 

Athens ** 

Dale 
LaFayette 


it 


ti 


*< 


tt 


4 
6 

7 
8 
10 
14 
16 
25 
26 


Belma  Fraternal..., *'    27 


Rising  Sun No.  29 

Washington 

Wetumpka 

Mobile 

Livingston 

Leighton 

Warren    

Demopolis 

Union    


36 
39 
40 
41 
43 
47 
49 
50 


inoorbxct: 

MoirrooMEKt  No.  11. — Incorrectly  indorsed  on  the  back  as  No.  22,  in 
the  table  of  Fees— Passing  $5.00,  and  in  the  footing  ot  the  Return  it  is 
put  down  at  $6.00. 

Saint  Albans  No.  22. — W.  M.  and  S.  W.  are  set  down  as  pro  tern,  offi- 
cers, under  head  of  remarks  the  secretary  should  have  stated  why,  as 
neither  of  them  is  reported  dead  or  absent  permanently. 

Gbobqe  Washington  No.  24.— One  M.  M.  set  down  under  the  head  of 
1L  A.  and  F.  C,  and  1  F.  G.  put  down  under  the  head  of  E.  A. 

Mabbnoo  No.  28. — On  the  back  of  Rdtnru  it  is  indorsed — dues  lor 
present  year  1878,  dues  for  past  year  1879;  dates  should  be  transposed. 

AuTAUOA  No.  31.— W.  M,  signed  the  return  in  the  wrong  place. 

GoxTBTiiAND  No.  37. — Number  and  name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  no 
year  or  dues  indorsed  on  the  back,  Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  names 
of  members  not  numbered,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out,  verificiition  not 
filled  out,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. ;  and  name  and  number  of  the  lodge 
not  filled  out,  suspension  N.  P.  D.  dated  Jane  -ilst,  when  thoy  should  be 
dated  June  3;  seal  illegible. 

HiBAM  No.  42— Return  recites— commencing  on  the  15th  November 
1879,  when  it  should  be  1878,   number  of  members  not  inserted  in  table 
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of  Daes,  name  of  one  leinBtated  not  given  in  the  table  of  Dues — therefore 
owes  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Gaston  No.  44.  —Verification  dated  before  the  expiration  of  the  Masonic 
year. 

Habvont  No.  46. — No  date  to  Sospensions  N.  F.  D.,  otherwise  a  very 
neat  Betam. 

Fraternally  sabmitted. 

ALEXANDER  McOOLLISTEB, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Horatio  G.  Grayson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

3o  the  3f.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2,  having  examined  the  Minates 
of  Temple  Lodge  No.  425  U.  D.,  respectfully  report  that  they  find  the 
minutes  neatly  kept  and  generally  in  proper  form;  but  they  show  errors 
and  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge.  It  is  recited  in  the 
beginning,  that  under  a  Dispensation  (which  is  copied)  the  Lodge  was 
organized  by  Brother  John  G.  Apsey,  W.  M.,  then  follows  the  minutes  of 
the  Ist  Communication,  from  which  it  appears  that  only  six  of  the  mem- 
bers to  whom  the  Dispensation  was  issued  were  pretent,  and  that  the 
Worshipful  Master  appointed  all  the  officers  except  the  Station  officers. 
This  is  all  that  is  shown  in  reference  to  the  organization  of  the  Lodge 
and  the  appointment  of  officers.  At  some  of  the  Regular  Communications 
there  were  only  six  members  present  The  proceedings  of  one  Called 
Meeting  were  not  read  at  the  next  succeeding  Regular  Communication. 
The  minutes  of  succeeding  Communications  no  where  show  that  the  Min- 
utes of  this  Called  Communication  were  ever  approved  by  the  Lodge. 
The  dates  of  the  Communications  are  none  of  them  given  according  to 
Masonic  usage.  The  last  Communication  held  by  the  Lodge  was  on  the 
4th  of  August,  1879. 

The  Lodge  asks  a  continuance  of  the  Dispensation;  but  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  the  Dispensation  having  been  renewed  at  the  last  Com- 
munication of  this  Grand  Lodge,  another  renewal  can  not  be  granted. 
They  suggest  to  the  brethren  of  this  Lodge,  a  careful  study  of  the  Consti- 
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tatioD,  Edicts,  and  Besolntions  of  the  Grand  Lodge.    The  Committee 
recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  said  Lodge. 
Fraternally  sabmitted, 

H.  C.  GRAYSON. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Rufus  W.  Cobb,  the  Grand  Senior  "Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

AS  TO  MOSCOW  LODGE  NO.    206. 

Resolved,  That  Moscow  Lodge  No.  206,  have  leare  to  Dimit  all  its  mem-' 
bers  except  seven,  and  then  sarrender  its  charter,  and  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary  shall  then  give  certificates  to  the  remaining  members. 

Brother  John  G.  Harris  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

CHARTER  TO  GEORGE  WILSON  LODGE  NO.   424. 

Resolvedy  That  a  Charter  be  granted  to  George  Wilson  Lodge  No.  424, 
located  at  York,  in  the  County  of  Sumter,  as  soon  as  it  sends  up  its  min-* 
utes  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  to  be  examined  by  him,  provided  he  finds 
them  correct,  at  the  same  time  returning  the  Dispensation  under  which 
it  has  been  working. 

Brother  William  R.  Horn  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted: 

CERTTPIOATE  TO  WILLIAM  H.  EVINGToN. 

Rtsolved^  That  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to  furnish 
Brother  William  H.  Evington  a  certificate  of  membership  on  his  paying 
the  sum  of  two  dollars,  Brother  Evington  having  been  a  member  of  Ash- 
land Lodge  No.  179,  which  forfeited  its  charter  in  1866. 

Brother  John  Gindrat  Winter  proposed  the  following 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
being  approved  by  one-third  of  the  members  present, 
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was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  and  be  thereby 
submitted  to  the  several  subordinate  chartered  lodges : 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Besolved,  That  seotion  24  of  Article  VI  of  the  Gonstitation  be  amended 
as  follows:  After  the  words,  " said  sentence  to  remain  in  force  until  all 
dues  are  paid/*  insert  the  following:  **Pr<nridedt  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  so  constrned  as  to  prevent  the  Master  from  performing 
this  duty,  at  any  subsequent  regular  communication  where  dues  shall,  at 
such  subsequent  communication,  remain  unpaid  for  said  period." 

On  motion  of  Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  the  Grand  Lodge 
proceeded  to  the 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

And  the  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers 
were  then  Installed  in  Ample  Form,  the  M.  W.,  the  retir- 
ing Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  officiating. 

REPORT  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Officers  and  Standing  Commit- 
tees of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  William  0.  Bledsoe Grand  Chapkin. 

DeWitt  0.  White Grand  Marsh&L 

Isaac  A.  HaU Senior  Grand  Deaoon. 

Junior  Grand  Deaoon 

Adam  R,  Baker Grand  Steward. 

John  W.  Ifartin Gnuid  Steward. 


J 
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FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Oliver  8.  Beere .Mobile. 

Isaac  Heyman  Opelika. 

Alexander  McCoUisier Cross  Plaius. 

James  G.  Cowan Union  Springs. 

WilUam  W.  Harder  Spring  HilL 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Y.  Titcomb Monroevilla 

John  A.  Padgett Bntledge. 

George  R.  Famham Evergreen. 

Thomas  T.  Rowland Tuscumbia. 

Horatio  C.  Grayson Choctaw  Comer. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M  D Talladega. 

Wilson  Williams Opelika. 

Bnfns  W.  Cobb Montgomery. 

Pftlmer  J.  PiUans Mobile. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Union  Springs. 

WORK. 

James  M.  Bmndidge .  .Decatur. 

James  H.  Joiner Talladega. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  M.  D Talladega. 

James  A.  Wood,  M.  D Pleasant  HilL 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

MINUTES    READ. 

There  being  no  farther  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Communication,  the 
minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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0L08KD. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  B.  W.  and  Bey.  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction  was  dosed 
in  Ample  Form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  Gkkvel 
fell  at  15  minutes  to  11  o'clock  p.  IL 

DANIEL  8ATRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


GBAND  SECKETABT'S  ANNUAL  KEPORT. 


M.  W.  Ghand  Lodge  of  AtjAbama, 

III  Account  with  DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Orand  Secretary, 
1878.  CR. 

December  4  By  Daes  at  this  Grand  Com manication 
4        Cosh  received  for  Charters  $35  each 

Hilton  No.  419 

ShortervilleNo.  422. 

Daniel  Pratt  No.  426 
4        Contingent  Fond 


$4,080  25 
105  00 


900  00 


1879. 
January 

February 

January 

July 
August 

1878. 


BACK  DUES. 

21  By  Dues  from  Shiloh  No.  105 $ 


15 

24 

9 

9 

17 

21 

14 

I 


Black  Oak  No.  397 

HerndonNo.  125 

York  No.  211 

Athens  No.  16 

Jonesboro  No.  315. .. . 
Wilson  Williams  No.  351 
Pondtown  No.  409 .... 
Spring  mil  No.  217... 

INDIVIDUAL  DX7E8. 


November  23  J.  H.  Milam,  D.  S.  Roberson,  E.  E. 
Davis,  Allen  B.  Davis,  Elijah  B. 
Farmer,  of  Toungville  Lodge  No. 

326 _ 

J.  J.  Knight,  of  Toungville  No.  326.. 


December    5 

1879. 
January      15 
February      3 
3 


March 
April 


4 

8 

12 

25 


John  T.  Glenn,  of  Bockford  No.  137. 
P.  L,  Black,  of  Youngville  No.  326. . 
John  Ogletree  and  S.  J.  Williams,  ) 

ofYoungvilleNo.  326 J 

Milton  P.  Creel,  of  Marion  No.  34. . 
J.  G.  Michael  &  J.  G.  Coats  of  No.  372 

Jasper  Dillard  of  No.  202 

John  Gunn,  Dempsey  A.  Bonner,  1 
WiUiam  P.  Mauldin,  Joel  B.  Wag-  V 
ner,  David  L.  Peel,  of  Isney  No,  234  j 


21  50 

17  50 

15  00 
8  50 

27  00 

17  00 

12  00 

7  00 

16  50-      142  00 


7 
1 

4 
1 


50 
50 

50 
50 


3  00 
10  00 

4  00 
1  50 


5  00 


Carried  forward $    38  50    $5»22785 
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Bronght  forward $38,  50— $5,227  26 

May  9  Mark  L.   F.   BenCroe,    William  a  ) 

Hurt,  of  Warrior  Stand  No.  115. . .  f  4  00 

23  James  L.  Bowden,  Sycamore  No.  328  1  00 

Jane  20  Joseph  O.  King,  Sycamore  No.  328. .  1  00 

July  21  Gilder,  Kelly.  Webb,  Beid,  Walker  ) 

and  Gunter,  of  Goliad  No.  370 $  6  00 

26  Lewis  Henderson,  of  Belmont  No.  372  2  00 

Kovember  13  John  M.  Yates,  of  Sycamore  No.  328.  1  00—       53  50 

$5,280  75 
187a  DB. 

Deoember  13  Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer  on  ] 
account  of   Dues  received  at  last  > 

Annual  Communication )  $3,884  55 

13  Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer  on  | 
account  of  20  per  cent  of  Dues  due  >• 

permanent  Trust  Fund )       195  70— $4,080  25 

1879. 
March        12  Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer  on 
account  of  Back  Dues  received  and 

Individual  Dues )      173  60 

12  Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer. 26  40—$    200  00^ 

1878. 
Deoembor  13  Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer  for  3  ) 

Gharters  issued :....)  105  00 

Hilton  No.  419. 
Shorterrille  No.  422. 
Daniel  Pratt  No.  426. 

1879.  SUHDBY  BHiLS  AS  FOUiOWB  : 

Paid  negro  labor $  26  26 

Gas  bills 18  60 

Postage 73  00 

Water-rate 5  00 

Joel  White 20  25 

Barrett  &  Brown 530  75 

C.  Paravicini,  furniture  for  office.  30  00 

Joseph  &  Anderson— Ck)al 13  50 

Hardie  A  Co 2  75 

Wallin,  oil  painting 31  00 

Gterrish,  two  paintings  G.  M's. . .  60  00 

Eipressage 2  00—$   813  10 

Koyember  26  Ffedd  Grand  Treasurer 82  40 


$5,280  75 

DANIEL  SAYBE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAOT>  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dimoley,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  Account  loiUi  ike  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1878  DR. 

December    2    To  balance $505  95 

13    Received  from  Grand  Secretary $3,858  15 

1879 

May           12    Received  from  Grand  Secretary 200  00 

November  26          •'            "         "            "        82  40—4,140  56 

1878                                             CR.  $4,646  50 

December    4    Gom.  on  Work,  M.  J.  Greene. ...  .19  27  00 

4    Com.  on  Work,  J.  H.  Joiner 20  35  00 

4    Grand  Chaplain 21  10  26 

4  W.  Y.Titcomb 22  26  00 

6    Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Wood 24  30  00 

5  Com.  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 25  200  00 
5    Grand  Master 26  30  00 

5  J.  H.  Bankhoad 27  50  00 

6  A.  R.  Baker 28  168  50 

6    J.  M.  Bruudidge 29  65  00 

6    Grand  Steward 30  50  00 

6    Grand  Tiler 31  100  00 

6    Rent  of  Offices  and  Hall 32  800  00 

13    Grand  Secretary 33  1,000  00 

13    Grand  Treasurer 34  150  00 

13    Contingent  Fund 35  900  00 

1879 

January       3    Com.  on  Work,  T.  P.  Brewer 36  26  50 

February    15    Grand  Master  37  100  00 

March          7    Com.  on  Correspondence 38  30  00 

May           10    Grand  Master 39  50  00 

July             3        "             *     40  50  00 

3  Trustees  of  Permanent  Fund  (see 

proceedings  75,  p.  66 587  90—  4,486  16 

4  Balance  on  Imnd 161  36 

December  1,  1879.  $4,646  60 

WILLIAM  BL  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer 
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BEPOET   OF   TRUSTEES   OF   PERMANENT 

TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustkes  of  Permanent  Tbust  Fund, 

In  Account  with  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1878  DE. 

December—    To  balance $    195  66 

13    Bec'd  of  Grand  Treasarer  baL  dae  78     587  90 
13      "  "       Secretary  charters...      105  00 

13       "  •*       Secretary  on  account     222  10 

1879 

Interest  on  $2,700  6  per  cent  bonds, 

January  and  Jnly 162  00 

Interest  on  $1,000  A\  per  cent,  bonds, 

March,  June,  Sept.  and  Dec 45  00 

Interest  on  $1,200  4  per  cent,  bonds, 

January,  April,  July  and  October.        48  00 
Interest  on  $1,200  4  per  cent,  bonds, 

April,  July  and  October 36  00 

Interest  on  $2,700  4  per  cent  bonds, 

October    27  00 

July  18    Receivrid   for   $2,700  6    per    cent 

bonds,  called 2,700  00— $1,128  66 

1879  OR. 

January      11    By  $1,200  4  per  cent  bonds 1,200  00 

July            18          $2,700  4  per  cent,  bonds 2,700  00 

18          Exchange,  express  charges,  &g..  17  37 

18  Premium  on  |3,900  4  per  cent 

bonds 68  02 

18         Balance 143  27—4.128  66 

H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG, 
DANIEL  SAYRE, 
WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY, 
Montgomery,    Dec.  I,  1879.  Trustees. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


To  Iht  M.  W.  (hand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yonr  CoiDmittee  on  Runiiop,  baving  oarefUll;  exAmineil  and  attetitad 
the  ootrectnesa  of  Ilia  several  Qnauciiil  reports  and  Tonchura  refeTred  to 
them,  beg  leavH  to  report  the  rollowiag  conrleoHed  HiaUuieiit  of  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Qraud  Lodge  for  the  fear  eodiog  Novambec  30th,  A.  Di 
1879.  Tiz.: 

RECEIPTS. 

To  balnoee  on  hand  Nov.  30,  1878,  as  per  loat  report. t  505  95 
Gasb  paid  in  for  regulur  duen  accrnin);  1878  [of 

which  J816  OSbelougHto  '-P.  Trust  Fund  ")., ,  4,080  25 
Cnab  for  baok  dn«t  paid  in  1878-79  [of  which  20 

per  cent,  ot  |28  40  is  dno  "  P,  T.  Fond  " 142  00 

CnHh  in  ia7a-79  for  individual  daua 53  50 

Cash  reeaived  for  ohartora  1878.  dne  "P.  T.  Fond"  1(T.  00 

Total  receipla H,886  70 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  oibU  paid  appropriation  for  ordinary  espenseB 
187N-79  (inclndiog  S:iO  00  to  Cbairman  of  Com. 
on  CorreHpondeuoe,   etpeunea   nbtle  in  Moul- 

gonic-rj  correcting  proof,  Ao.) 3.810  35 

Ciu'b  paid  to  Trustees  of  P.  T.  Fund.  viz. :  onennge 
1877-78  S3H7  90,  and  on  account  of  oamnC 
dneBl878,  $337  10.. 916  00 

Total  diBburaomenta 4.726  35 

Balance $    16135 

Showing  a  qarpluii  of  receipts  over  diabunemeDta  ot  one  haodred  and 
sixt;-one  35-100  dolLira,  betag  tbe  anionnt  of  cnsb  balanca  in  the  hands 
of  the  B.  W.  Otand  Troaatirer  Den.  IhI,  1879.  This  amoant,  however,  is 
less  thnn  ill  daa  for  carrent  arrtutrnges  to  tbe  PermaoaDt  Trust  Fund,  and 
should  bo  appropnntud  to  tliitt  fund  together  with  a  Knfflcteat  turn  from 
current  receipts  to  paj  all  arrearages  of  ltl79  due  that  fond,  snch 
arrearage  being  estimated  b;  jour  oonimittec  at  $622  36. 
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With  thid  intimation  of  the  fact  that  the  receipts  of  the  Giand 
Treasury  are  not  sufficient,  by  $461  00.  to  meet  all  legitimate  demands 
thereon,  but  expressing  the  belief  that  we  can  in  this  report  suggest  a 
remedy  for  this  (twice)  recurring  deficiency,  they  proceed  to  estimate, 
approximately,  the  receipts,  and  to  recommend  the  appropriations  needed 
to  defray  Grand  Lodge  expenses,  for  the  current  fiscal  year  : 

ESTIMATE  OF  BEOEIPTS. 

Gash  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Treas-  Oarrent  T.  Fond, 
orer  as  per  his  report |    161  36 

Regular  Lodge  dues  1S79,  $4,500  00.  90  per  cent,  of 
which  is  due  to  current,  and  10  per  cent  to  P.  T. 
Fund 4,050  00-$450  00 

Back  dues  $500  00,  divided  as  above 450  00        50  00 

Beceipts  from  sales  of  charters,  dispensations,  «fcc.,  be- 
longing to  Trust  Fund 100  00 

Total  current $4,661  36 

Total  Trust  Fund $    600  00 

Making  a  total  of  estimated  receipts  footing $  6,261  35 

APPR0PBIATI0N8. 

To  B.  W.  Bro.  Daniel  Sayre,  for  salary  as  Grand  Sec- 
retary   $1,000  00 

W.  H.  Dingley,  for  salary  as  Grand 

Treasurer 150  00 

James  Davidson,  for  salary  as  Grand 

Tiler 100  00 

Adam  R.  Baker,  for  salary  as  Senior 

Grand  Steward 100  00 

Adam  B.  Baker,  bill  of  labor  and  ex- 
penses 1879 53  50 

Jno.  W.  Martin,  salary  as  Junior  Grand 

Steward 50  00 

Ohairman  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.      200  00 
Chairman    Committee    on    Suspensions,    Expul- 
sions, &o 35  00 

For  expenses  of  Grand  Officers  as  heretofore 100  00 

Members  of  Committee  on  Work  (expenses) 200  00 

Grand  Master's  contingent — for  traveling  expenses 
in  1880  $230  00,  and  for  deficiency  in  1879, 

$20  00 250  00 

Bent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall  and  offices 800  00 

Phnting  and  Binding  500  copies  of  new  Code  or- 
dered by  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  (1879) .      400  00 
Grand  Secretary's  contingent,  for  printing  reports, 
stationery,  incidentals,  &o.,  as  heretofore 900  00     * 

Total  appropriations $4,338  60 
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PERMANENT  TBU8T  FUND. 

Yoar  Committeo  havo  exainiDed  the  reports  of  the  Trosteee  of  this  fund 
find  find  it  correct  and  satisfactory.  The  condition  of  the  fand  is  profl- 
perous,  and  its  steady  as  well  as  rapid  increase  in  the  past,  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  statement  hereto  appended,  gives  pleasant  assurance  of  its 
fntare  stability  and  useftilness.  The  only  occurrence  of  the  year  tending 
to  embarrass  this  fund  was  the  return  of  $2,700  I^.  S.  6  per  cent  bonds 
called  in  by  the  Government  and  exchanged  of  necessity  for  their  face 
equivalents  in  4  per  cent  bonds,  thus  reducing  the  interest  earnings, 
besides  putting  the  fund  to  the  cost  in  premiums  and  express  charges  in- 
cident to  the  transfer.  This  added  to  the  failure  in  part  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  contribution  from  dues,  heretofore  explained,  has  lessened  the 
income  and  to  that  extent  the  investments  of  the  Trustees. 

It  is  evident  to  your  committee  that  the  20  per  cent  of  Lodge  dues 
heretofore  ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  contributed  to  this  Trust 
Fand  is  more  than  its  Treasury  will  bear  with  due  regard  to  promptness 
in  meeting  the  necessary  demands  upon  it,  and  we  propose,  by  resolu- 
tion, to  reduce  that  appropriation  from  twenty  to  ten  per  cent  of  all 
Lodge  dues,  and  have  made  the  estimates  for  this  report  on  the  basis  of 
that  proposed  reduction.  We  are  satisfied  that  with  this  change  of  ap- 
propriation the  arrearage  now  due  the  Trust  Fund  can  be  speedily  made 
up,  and  it  is  evident  that  either  that  or  some  other  reduction  of  appro- 
priations must  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  relieve  our  financial  embarrass- 
ment We  know  of  no  other  possible  reduction  of  expenditures  than  the 
one  proposed. 

We  have  embodied  in  the  resolution  above  referred  to  a  clause  author- 
izing the  Trustees  to  invest  the  future  earnings  and  receipts  of  the  fund 
in  United  States  bonds,  or  State  of  Alabama  securities,  at  their  option. 
At  the  time  this  fund  was  suggested,  and  the  rules  governing  its  invest- 
ment were  adopted,  the  securities  of  our  own  State  were  not  as  well  es- 
tablished as  now,  in  character  or  value,  while  Government  bonds,  paying 
C  per  cent  interest,  were  easily  acquired  at  fair  rates  of  premium,  and 
they  were  at  that  time  undoubtedly  entitled  to  the  preference  given  them 
in  our  restricting  the  Trustees  to  investments  in  such  securities.  While 
these  bonds  are  still  desirable  for  their  undoubted  security,  and  entitled 
to  preference  even  at  the  reduced  rate  of  interest,  yet  there  are  frequent 
fluctuations  or  advances  in  the  premium  rate  asked  for  them  by  holders, 
which  tend  both  to  confuse  the  purchasers  and  lessen  their  cheapness  as 
an  investment.  On  the  other  hand,  Alabama  securities,  now  of  estab- 
lished credit  and  value,  are  not  subject  to  such  advances  or  fluctuations 
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of  market  mtos,  and  as  the  TrnRtees  may,  by  having  the  option  of  in- 
vesting hereafter  in  United  States  or  Alabama  secnrities,  be  aided  in  the 
judicioos  and  prompt  investment  of  the  fnnds  confided  to  them,  we  have 
reootnmended  that  such  option  be  conceded  to  them.  Referring  to  the 
report  of  the  Trnstees,  submitted  to  this  Annual  (Communication,  we 
state  the  operations  fof  the  year  as  follows  : 

STATEMENT. 

Received  from  Grand  Iiodge  contribntionn. $   915  00 

Interest  collected 318  00 

Balance  on  hand  December,  1878 195  66 


Total  actual  receipts SI.428  66 

Expended  in  the  purchase  of  4  per  cent  U.  8.  bonds, 

value  of $1,200  00 

And  for  expenses  and  premium  (on  $3,900 
of  4  per  cent  bonds,  $2,700  of  which 
were  call  6  per  cent  bonds,  excfianged  for 
4  per  cents. ) 85  39 

Total  expenditures 1,285  39 

Leaving  a  cash  balance  on  hand  December  Ist,  1879,  of $    143  27 

The  fund  now  holds,  besides  this  balance  (and  the  claim  against  th® 
Grand  Treasurer  for  $622  35,  arreages  of  Grand  Lodge  contributions)  the 
following  U.  S.  bonds,  to-wit :  $i,000  4i  per  cents  and  $5,100  4  per 
cents— in  all,  $6,100  00.  The  incomes  of  the  Trust  Fund  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  frdm  all  sources,  will  probably  not  exceed  $1,200,  including 
the  above  cash  balance. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS,  Chairman, 

ALONZO  Q.  STOREY. 

BENJAMIN  F.  McGAUGHY. 

P.  M.  BRUNER. 

ABU  AH  HALEY. 

Resolutions* 

Besolved,  That  the  genetal  regulations,  adopted  on  December  9th,  A.  D. 
1875,  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  constituting  the  fund  known  as  the  *' Per- 
manent Trust  Fund,"  and  providing  rules  for  the  goveifnment  of  the  Trus- 
tees thereof,  be  and  are  hereby  amended  so  as  to  require  the  contribution 
to  said  fond  by  this  Giand  Lodge  of  ten  per  cent  only,  instead  of  20  per 
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cent  as  heretofore,  of  its  income  derived  from  what  is  known  m  annual 
Lodge  dnes.    Also, 

That  the  mles  governing  the  Trostees  of  said  fand  be  so  amended  as 
to  permit  the  inveBtmeut,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any  trust  funds  coming 
into  their  possession  hermfler^  either  in  United  States  bonds  or  in  Ahibama 
securities,  at  their  option,  using  their  best  judgment  in  such  investments 
and  having  in  view  the  permanent  safety  and  steady  increase  of  the  ftmd 
intrusted  to  them* 


MEMOBANDA. 


EEPBE8ENTATTVES     OF    OTHER     GRAND     tiODGES     NEAR     TH]S 

GRAND    LODGE    OF    ALABAMA. 

Wilson  Williams Opelika Arkansas. 

Brazil. 

Canada. 

Robert  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingston District  Columbia, 

MoBBis  K.  Taylob MeridiancUle England. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D TfiUade^a Greorgia. 

John  Gideon  Habbis Livingston Idaho. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Illinois. 

Peleq  Bbown Mobile Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Iowa. 

William  A.  O'Haba,  M.  D HarpersviUe Ireland. 

John  J.  Delchamps ^ .  Mobile Italy. 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

' Minnesota. 

Thomas  M.  Bbaoq,  M.  D Greenville Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANs Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANs MobUe New  Mexico. 

Oliveb  8.  Beebs Mobile New  Jersey. 

Hbnby  Clay  Tompkins , . .  Montgomery New  York. 

Qboboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Sayre Montgomery Oregon. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Union  Springs Pennsylvania. 

Gboboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss.  .  j Selma Texas. 

Damdel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

^— ■  ■  West  Virginia. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillanb Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOEANDA- 

BEPBESEin^ATTVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA  NEAB 

OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Elbebt  H.  Enqlish LitUe  Rock Arkansas. 

Pkdbo  Antonio  Gomez Rio  Janeiro Brazil. 

Samuel  B.  Habman Toronto Canada. 

PmT.T.TP  H.  HooE Washington District  Oolnmbia. 

Bbacston  Bakeb London England. 

William  A.  Loye,  M.  D Aiianta Georgia. 

Chables  p.  Bildebbaok Boiie  City Idaho. 

Jabcbs  a.  Hawlet Dixon Illinois. 

James  S.  Murbow • Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Mabtin  H.  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAS  P.  Watebs Muscatine Iowa. 

Fbancib  Quin Dublin  .  * Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Andebsom Topeka Kansas, 

Ghablbs  Tilden Louisville Kentucky. 

Samuel  H.  Todd New  Orleans Louisiana. 

JoeiAn  H.  Dbummond Portland Maine. 

William  M.  Isaao Baltimore Maryland. 

BiCHABD  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Fbank  Bubkitt Okolona Mississippi 

James  E.  Gadle ChiUicothe MissoarL 

James  W.  Chadduck Nebraska  City Nebraska. 

William  8.  WnrrEHEAD Newark New  Jersey. 

Datid  J.  Milleb Santa  Fe New  Mexico, 

Daniel  T.  Waldbn New  York • New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

BoBEBT  C.  Fbaseb Halifax Nova  Scotia. 

James  B.  Bailey Corvallis Oregon. 

Richabd  Vaux Philadelphia Pennsylyania, 

TowNSEND  A.  Thomas ClarkesviUe Tennessee. 

Henbt  H.  Sjdrrn Rutland Vermont 

EowABD  M.  Lackland Charlestovm West  Virginia, 

JosasPH  Haboi/ton Milwaukee. , Wisconsin. 


NAMES  AND  NUMBERS  OF  LODGES. 

WUh  Iht  number  of  JUtrnb^t,  amourd  of  Dues  paid  to  the  Grand  Zodgt, 
and  a»  number  ^  Ouae  Eniertd,  Pautd,  Raittd,  AffiiaUd,  Jigeded,  and 
Bbnattd,  tinet  last  Return. 


Names  of  Lodgen. 


j  Bising  Virtue 

6  Monlton 

7  Macon 

SFarrar 

OBoyal  WbiU  Hart. 

I  MoDtgoinory 

i  Florence 

6  Atbeus. 

12  Saint  Albniu 

14  Oeorge  WiuluDgton 

tSDale 

IfiU  Fayette 

•T  Selma  Fraternal. . . 

18  Marengo 

15  RifiiDgijnD 

II  Autauga. 

16  WaflbingtoQ 

n  CoorUfliid 

la  Wetnmpka 

m  Mobile 

II  LiTiugstOD 

13  LeiRhton 

H  Qaston 

i6  Hoimou; 

n  Warren 

19  DemopoliB 


U  00  1 
!  11  00  . . 
!  21  00  1 
(  30  00  4 


1  20  00  . . 
i  17  00.. 
I  43  CO  . . 


Ifi  00  . , 
21  00.. 
M  12  00 3 
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Names  of  Lodgiis. 

s 

i 

1 

> 

1 

1 

S 

:i 

1 

f 

S 

34 

dS 
30 
93 

4a 

31 
IG 
31 
81 

53 
U 

1 

62 
39 
40 
21 

28 
3J 

38 
30 

17 

20 
27 
21 
32 
13 
39 
■21 
37 
31 
B4 
34 
51 
24 
21 
34 
» 

ae 
11 

S16  S» 

8 
2 

i 

29  50 
44  00 
22  60 
15  00 
7  SO 

24  00 
MO  00 
26  50 
la  00 
12  00 

6  60 
29  60 
19  60 
19  50 
lu  00 

12  50 

*i7"66 
15  00 

7  50 
10  00 
26  50 

15  50 

6  50 
19  60 

10  60 
17  50 

13  GO 
39  60 
17  00 

25  00 

11  00 
10  00 

16  00 

17  50 

12  00 

S 

i  3 

i   3 

I 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 
4 

i 

i 

es 

HoUey 

i 

1 

l" 

3 

1 
4 

6 

!    I 

i 

I 

i 

3 

7« 

Crozier 

3  3 

'7 
1 
1 

3 

.  1 
a  1 

i  'i 
e  8 

1  1 
33 

"2 

; 
1 

i 
a 

01 

Henry 

a 

9B 

TuekabatohoB 

99 

SnJem 

105 

Bhiloh : ...,..■ 

..; 

11 

.1 
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Kames  of  Lodges. 

1 

> 

g. 

1 

'f 

a 
5 

I 

i 

2 
1 

infl 

B*mioti 

as 

2S 

le 

3fi 
34 

IS 
34 
27 
21 
43 

Sa 
34 
24 
19 

41 
42 
51 
24 
IS 
29 
13 
33 
26 
14 
18 
27 
19 
IS 

30 
20 
11 
34 
13 

13 
44 
lOB 

tl3  50 
12  00 
800 

3 

*2 

3   3 
2   2 

.■ 

w 

OukBowtry 

111 

111 

KotnsaJgB 

15  M 

12  00 

iaoo 

13  00 
9  50 

QABO 

16  50 

12  OU 

19  50 
21  00 

20  00 

"ii'56 
9  OU 

"e'oo 

iifio 

e  60 

I8  60 

13  00 
BOO 

14  00 
16  00 

"3 

'5 
i 

G 

1 

rv 

VR 

Hoyana 

m 

Felii 

I9f 

Hemdon 

I  i 
3  2 

3   3 

5   5 

■ 

"i 
2 
4 

4 
s 

1 

*i 

i?t. 

w. 

T)f 

ni 

h: 

3 
3 
'2 

14* 

Doia  Wster 

IM 

15\ 

Ifw 

1!i' 

IftS 

Eostsboga 

1 

151 

lajevillB 

18  60 
9  W 
6  00 

14  OU 
ti  60 

IH  00 
e  5(1 

20  6UI 

52  00 

i 

anenaviHto..'.'.;;;..".".;."'. 

171 

£lba 

171 

^oploD 

1?. 

Pelfowship 

121 

211 

■3 

IT! 

knAnwiUktao 
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Names  of  Lodges. 


176DaTie 

178  DeeotoTille 

IBOMoantHilliard.. 

leiAberfoil 

164  Brandidgo 

ISGCetawIa 

ISSCIiutoQTille.. 
lOU  Tombiifbee 
191  Brush  Creek.. 
IsaChxtUbnocbee.. 
1B3  Hopewell.. 

ISSCftledoiiiii 

laSKiftlighae 

aoo  Sylacniiga 

201  BeliDon 

203  Valley 

204  Manoing  Spring. . 

20fi  Moscow 

■207  PettnsTille 

Sum  AleiBDdda 

aoBMnrahnll 

an  York 

3l3Pnliiam 

213  Euclid 

215BaildeT8 

aiTSprincHUl 

aiaaam  Dixon 

aiaLlneville 

aaa  Weelero  Star 

324  Newton 

2ii5  LoQisTille 

9'^  Santa  Fe 

937  James  Paun 

a-28  Dallas 

a33  3epal(iii 

S:io  HarpoTSTille 

237  IVilkssee 

230  FdwmoQnt 

'2il  Bovron 

91-2|OiiaM 
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Names  of  Lodges. 

S 

i 
1 

g 
5. 

5 

8 

1 
i 

\ 

1 

a 

1 

0 
a 

1 

E.m., 

17 

311 
26 

29 

3^ 

1( 
19 
34 
24 
36 
25 

i 

3S 
12 
27 
ii3 
23 
12 
39 
G3 
30 
29 
23 

17 
31 

13 
43 
37 
85 
29 
U 
13 
23 
24 
28 

18  UO 
18  50 
31  GO 
12  00 
18  00 

12  00 

7  50 
900 

14  60 

ia'so 

26  00 

8  00 
17  00 

5  60 

27  00 

17  00 
11  50 
11  00 

18  00 
36  no 
36  60 

iiso 

15  GO 
800 

15  00 
5  50 
H  00 
21  50 

13  00 

' 

i 

2 
1 

■i 

i 

7 

i 

2 

: 

i 

1 

i 

■* 
; 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

'7 
2 
2 

J 
8 

'1 
2 

7 

1 

'2 

i 

"5 
i 

'2 
2 

'3 

'i 

i 
2 

i 

-i 

■3 
i 

*i 

1 

3 
i 

.' 

w 

w 

"in 

^ 

291 
301 

Fort  Deposit 

13  50   ■ 

11  ■) 

'ii'sb 
9  so 
11  so 

13  60 

i 
i 

323 
3y4 
328 

vioi; .■.■;.■.■;.■.■.';.■;;:.■;.■;  ";;.■.■.■:; " .: 

Undiaoa  BtAtioD 
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NAHnummncnHorLoii 

Ol 

a. 

1 

W                        NoineH  of  Lodges. 

f 

a 
1 

s 
s. 
s, 

i 

i 

p 

r 
1 

3 

I 

5 

': 

331 
332 
3:m 
33- 

Chnrirt 

19 

s 

n 
a? 

31 
33 

■an 

>33 
3B 
21 
11 
57 
31 
33 
U 
19 
22 
U 
31 
3d 
it 
23 
25 
M 

a 

31 

r, 

M 
IR 
12 

16 

I960 
10  00 

12  50 

S  5(1 

13  50 
15  00 

13  00 

IBM 

10  uu 
ao  00 

2H  00 

10  QU 
34  00 

3d  00 
860 

2o'6o 

ao  uo 

34  60 
22  00 
32  SO 

11  50 
20  00 
19  60 

15  00 
B  00 

16  50 

MM 

14  50 
10  SO 
SI  00 

7  sn 

500 
19  00 

ii  6(1 

900 

I 
3 
2 
3 
2 

'i 

3 
3 

'i 

( 

3 
B 

i 

i 

'a 

6 
IS 

a 

9 

*i 

; 

1 

2 
2 

'2 
2 

1 
3 
1 
5 

"i 

5 

'i 

'i 
3 

a 

7 

11 

'i 

; 
a 

; 

! 

i 
t 
i 

i 

2 

;: 

1 

7 

i 

i 

a 

i 

1 
1 

i 

4 

6 

"i 
's 

6 

1 

i 
a 

i 

C 

1 
2 

i 

i 

'i 

'i 

i 

a 

i 

aiiyer 

4 

Ti: 

2 

;tn' 

2 

Mi 

liin 

R4* 

M> 

•i 

3 
3 

3(MJ 
301 
3U3 
3(!4 
3«6 
367 
368 
360 
371 
373 
375 
376 
377 

37e 

381 
3&1 
:i8t. 
3«7 
3«8 
391 
392 
31M 

rownCreak 

Cheater 

1 
6 

8 

EMselWille 

Bell'i  lAndiDg 

Santa  Cceek 

6 

Weornifka 

E.  H.Cook 

3 
3 
9 
2 

1 

NewbnrRh 

6 

i 

6 

i 

6 

i 

Valley  BMd '..'.'. 

3 
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Names  of  Lodges. 

f 

a 

i 

} 

f 

3 
t 

1 
1 

i 
3 

"i 

7 

i 
4 

8 
4 

■3 

i 

"i 

1 
1 

i 
1 
1 
1 

'3 

5 

B 

39& 

Opelikft 

20 
31 
19 
17 
15 
23 
27 
14 
13 
18 
36 
14 
18 
18 
d3 
33 

I 

9  50 

"soil 

G  50 
7  5y 

12 '56 
7  00 
e  C( 
18  N 
12  00 
7  00 
9  00 
7  60 

16  00 

17  00 
92  00 

5  60 

"7  00 
7  00 
11  OU 
10  00 
H  00 
15  50 

i 

3 
.3 
3 
I 
1 

7 
11 

2 

1 

3 

1 
5 

'i 

i 

5 

: 

10 

a 
2 

1 
1 
2 

i 
» 

1 

"i 

6 

e 
.' 

1 
3 

„ 

» 

101 

414 

Jalphar  SpringH 

1 

fi 

21 

436 

Danfd  Prttt 

11  50 

U 

12 

1 

AT  BEFKESHMENT  ABOVE. 


Dale "      25 


Luther  8.  Skinner,  Dec.  13,  78,  80  y'rs.     Rising  Virtue. No.  4 

Thomas  S»\nlord,  Oct.  24 Farrar "  8 

Washiugton  M.  Braudon FloreDce '*  14 

Henry  AshJ/y  Wool/,  Oct.  23,  53  years. . ,     Saint  Albans ••  22 

Patterson  B.  Andrews,  Nov.  27,  1878. . .     George  Washington. . .  •♦  24 

John  McCaskill,  March  16,  51  years ' 

Peyton  D.  Burford,  March  27,  60  years . 
Alt^xander  C.  Matherson  Jr.  May  21, 29  y's 
Conrad  W.  Hare,  M.  G.,  Jnly  16,  60  y'rs 

Edward  M.  Vasser,  Feb.  3 ) 

John  Hinton,  Sept  19 VSelma  Fraternal ••  27 

Andrew  J.  Cox,  Sept.  5 ) 

William  R,  Duke,  April  19,  46  years Marengo "  28 

John  W.  Pou,  Sept.  — ,  72  vears Autauga ♦♦  31 

William  A  McDonald,  Sept.  — Courtland "  37 

Hugh  S.  Lide,  Jan.  21 [j  ,.„-„„«f^„                       „  ^, 

William  G.  Little  Jr.,  July  24 [  Lmngston 41 

Philemon  King.  Deo.  14,  1878 i  t  ai^h^n                          ..  40 

John  F.  Alexander,  Feb.  16 f  ijeignton 49 

John  W.  Johnston,  Jan.  29 Harmony "  46 

Joseph  Abraham,  Aug.  8 Warren •«  47 

Miles  J.  Herrington,  March  2 {  0-^^^:^^                         ..  ;;, 

John  8.  Beddinfield,  April  16 (  ^^^emng 53 

John  8.  Meriwether,  Miy  26 i  .  ^..                                 ..  - - 

Levi  Roden,  June  26....^ \ ^'^^ ^ 

Dabney  Duncan,  M.  G.,  Mar.  15,  82  y'rs    Mount  Moriah **  55 

Joseph  P.  French,  Oct.  22 Troy "  56 

John  U.  Brown,  March  23 Tuskegee "  67 

Daniel  L.  Smith,  Feb.  26. .  "* 

John  W.  Mallett,  March  6. 
James  M.  Amos,  March  23. 
William  H.  Jordan, 


Eureka ««      64 


Andrew  M.  Black,  April  6 

John  S.  Mayes,  June  19,  59  years Liberty *«      65 

David  C,  Mcintosh, Tohopeka "      71 

Thomas  H.  Smith,  Aug.  15 Solomon "      74 

Nicholas  W.  Persons,  Feb.  6 Auburn *«      76 

Allen  Elston,  May  21,  77  years ) 

William  Johnston,  May  28,  76  years V  Orozier. ««      78 

Charles  M.  Martin,  Aug.  6,  68  years. . . .  ) 


i 
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Gabriel  P.  Moorer,  Jan.  12 i 

Otto  Hatimer,  June  14 >  Erophotio No.  84 

Bicbard  H.  Lee,  April  16 ) 

William  H.  Pruitt,  March  16,  35  years. .     Meridian  Sun "  B8 

John  T.  Hftmilton,  Jan.  10 Prattville ••  89 

Leri  Parish,  Oct  12 Henry "  91 

John  C.  Green,  Sept  4,  73  years Sawyer "  93 

John  E.  Thompson,  Feb.  15,  1878 Danville "  95 

SrenTrsA°fb^.26:;::::::::;:-  [i-batohoe -  sr 

John  Yoe,  June  2,  59  years Hartwell ••  101 

a^^/D^Varfa":::::::::::  [g<-^  samantan •■  lo* 

John  Brock,  March  19 Choctaw **  107 

WiUiam  T.  Mustin,  April  15 Forest  Hill ••  110 

ZiT4r1r.l~^^^..^^'-.':: :::::::!«»-- ••  '^ 

Adam  H.  Caperton,  March  16,  40  years.     Bolivar **  127 

James  M.  Weeks,  Mar.  29 Geneva. "  129 

John  G.  Hall,  Feb.  19,  86  years     Yorkville "  131 

Bialichi  Ethridge,  Dec.  13,  77,  63  years.  {  w^i--                               „  ,«* 

Andrew  J.  Bassett,  June  19 h  wuey 134 

Wyley  Alford.  Nov.  22,  1878,  77  years  .  [  Columbia. "  136 

Moses  Mathis,  June  3,  45  years \  v^.«i«w*«.  *u« 

John  Johnston,  Feb.  12 Shelby •*  140 

Edward  Robinson,  July  24,  73  years. . . .     Baldwin **  142 

Thomas  Thorn,  Sept  19 Burleson **  143 

James  H  Grigsby,  Aug.  31 Fraternity •*  146 

John  A.  Jones,  June  22 Mount  Jefferson '*  152 

lAwrence  S.  Rekard,  Aug.  4 Monroeville. «  153 

William  A.  Morrow,  Oct  26,  1878 Somerville. "  157 

JohnH.  Walls.  Oct  15 Penick «•  161 

Henry  H.  Stephens,  Oct  31 Sumter "  166 

Hodge  L.  Stephenson,  Sept  7 Mount  Hope. "  168 

William  Gibson,  March  16 Fellowship "  172 

ffiJp.'^^Ag'k:;::::::::::(^»^''->-^ ••  ^-^ 

William  Bennett  Sen'r,  Feb.  4 Desotovillo **  178 

J.  Francis  Watson,  Feb.  23 Brundidge ••  184 

Louis  T.  Smith,  Oct.  22 Hopewell "  193 

John  J.  Ingram,  May  5 Eialighee <  *  199 

Isaac  Tucker,  Jan.  10,  1878 1 

Herbert  F.  Hinds,  Jan.  28,  1878 | 

William  Duke,  July  24,  187a j-Helicon. ••  201 

Reuben  Jefcoat,  Oct  18,  1878 

Alfred  Bright,  Feb.  9,  1879 J 

Arthur  T.  Young,  Jan.  23,  1878 Moscow ••  206 

Harry  C.  Redus,  Nov.  6,  33i  years Pettusville. «*  207 

Francis  A.  Province,  March  11 Marshall "  209 

Charles  P.  Owen,  April  5 York '*  211 

E.  Randolph  Smith,  Oct.  10,  52  years..    Builders «  216 
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Lemnel  Sledge,  Aprils Spring  Hill No,  317 

Jamee  L.  Williams,   Aqr.  1 ) 

Jaioes  Drij^ere,  Sept.  26 ^Lineville. "  -219 

John  Purker,  Not,  21 \ 

Beojamin  P.  Portia,  Dee.  17,  '78,  56  y'ra    Western  Star '  SaS 

Wesley  H.  Kirkflej,  Feb.  — I  vt  _.  ..on. 

Ch«rl^  P.  Matl.e«B.  Jaa.  - f  Newton "  334 

FniuciH  M.  Mflgler.  B'eb.  10 Sdota  Fe '•  336 

Sflmael  T.  Cheiwet,  April  2 E^irmonnt "  338 

Billiard  J.  HuDler. (n,,~-.                               •!  ojo 

JabezP.  BaUB,Jiily4 f  Coosa 343 

Giiljert  Long,  Sept.  12,  68  years Bamer "  343 

Elisba  Lewia.  -Ian.  23 Unison "  248 

Aabury  W.  Thompson,  April  29 GnylesTille "  356 

Francis  M.  IiooRards.  April  6 Errin "'  S67 

John  M.  Hftll,  April  13 (  „ ,.    .                            ,,  ._. 

William  R.  Mav.  March  5,  d6;MrB.....     Fort  Deposit "  291 

Ro<He  Lyons,  Murch  10 iworria.                              ■■  Wl 

John  Newberry,  July  10. INortls. 301 

Kenben  L.  Kay.  Dec.  4.  1878 tr^ntralOilv                    "  SHE 

Aleianaer  G.  Wilson.  Feb.  4 J  Central  City 306 

Innnc  Browne,  Jan.  lit | 

ThomiiB  McAdory,  Jnne  33 VJonesboro "  316 

Edward  McMeans,  OcL  2G. ( 

Benjamin  Steelv  HuHH,  AprilU Holly  Orove "  333 

John  W.  Dial,  Jan.  15 Kanafalia ■■  336 

Elijah  Teague,  March  10,  74  years Bagao "  311 

John  A.  Wall,  April  22 Wilson  Williemfi "  351 

JohuH.  Tidmore,  July  18,  67 yean..,.     Van  Bnren "  366 

Amos  I..  Jones,  Jan.  6 )  t,„,.,^,„                          „  «,_ 

Je»e  N,  Leyerett,  Ocl.  27 JKntledge ■■  357 

David  C,  Neyman.  Oct  S3,  1B78 ) 

Alfred  A.  Darnell,  Nov.  5,  1873 [TowuOreek "  861 

Joseph  t^nedell.  July  IS ) 

TJsfid  Ashtou,  Feb.  8,  J878 Chestet "  363 

Macon  A.  Veraer.  May  2,  181P Cotaeo ■■  366 

TheopbilDs  Moody,  March  13 Oroaa  Plains. "  368 

L.iwrence  Pope.  Dec.  22,   1878 Uthsbdan                         "  -na 

Dempsey  Harrison,  Dec.  1.  1878 f  Atnelstaa. 369 

Clement  M.  Dumas,  .luna  18 Bell's  LancliDg "  373 

JohnC.  Pool,  June  12,  16  yean Santa  Creek ■'  376 

William  8.  Watkins,  Sept          Lake  City "  377 

Robert  Taylor,  JuneJO,  82 years Weogotta "  878 

Peter  HolzBchnber,  Harcb4.. Binningham  Fraternal '■  384 

WylieF.  Ronlilia.  Jnly  11, 17year9 Trinity "  386 

Richard  H.  HudHon,  July  34 (  H^Knt™                          ..  ...u 

John  M.  ri<-l«.nH.  OiM.  13 JHoboken •■  401 

Andrew  J.  Crosa,  Feb.  13 Helena. •■  4IQ 

Jacob  8.  Chosnutt  Jan.  20,  68  yeatB. ...  I  rt.„t™                            „  .an 

FraneisP.  Marsh,  July  30,  30  Jean....  r^""***^ ** 


SUSPENDED  FOE  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


FabbabNo.  8. — Bobert  J.  Yann,  Robert  T.  Emond,  William  McDonald, 
Henry  R.  Fahner,  Livingston  Bailey — 5. 

BoTAii  White  Habt  Na   10.— John   Smithwick,  James  F.   Walker, 
William  A.  Bishop — 3. 

MoNTooMEBY  No.  11.  — Jeflfcrson  Falkner,  Morris  Franklin — 2. 

Flobenoe  No.  14. — Jesse  W.  Brooks,  William  T.  White,  Brantley  P. 
Joiner,  Francis  M.  Posey,  John  H.  Martin,  William  Holland—6. 

Athens  No.  16.— William  Mason,  William  N.  Haye,  Eodah  Horton— 3. 

Geoboe  Washington  No.  24. — Bobert  A.  Ellis,  Albert  H.  Sears — 2. 

La  Fayette  No.  26.— Edmund  W.  Booker,  Francis  W.  Moore,  Joseph 
Ernst,  Charles  E.  Waller— 4. 

Selma   Fbatebnal  No.  27.— Benjamin    D.  Cmm,   Willis  D.   Clark, 
William  H.  Huston,  Charles  Kuhne.  Edwin  M.  Werkheiser — 5. 

Washinoton  No.  36.— Henry  F.  Newson,  Martin  D.  Patterson,  John 
L.  Tompkins,  John  Curry — 4. 

CouBTiiAND  No.  37.— Samuel  W.  Shackelford,  Andrew  J.  Sykes,  William 
Campbell,  Edward  F.  Comegys,  Edward  J.  Simmons — 5. 

Mobile  No.   40.— Edward  E.   England,  Thomas  Freeman,  John  B. 
Simpson,  Mathias  C.  Osbom— 4. 

Habmony  No.  46. — Benjamin  Morris — 1. 

Demopolis  No.  49. — Alexander  H.  Armstrong,  David  Compton  Sr. — ^2. 

New  Mabeet  No.  52.— Edward  M.  Rice— 1. 

Gbeening  No.  53.  — Francis  E.  Richardson — 1. 

Amity  No.  54. — Robert  ^H.  Williams,  George  Storter,  John  F.  Davis, 
Harry  T.  Hemdon,  James  McEee  Gould,  Frederick  H.  Braone — 6. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. — Ira  Halbert,  Amos  A.  Ball,  Eiiha  Cox,  David 
B.  Dunlap,  Charles  T.  Fort— 5. 

Tboy  No.  56.— Thomas  O.  Bower— 1. 

TusKEGEE  No,  57. — James  A.  Chapman,  I^wrence  Lewis,  Roseberxy  E. 
Covington— 3. 

Social  No.  63.— James  A.  Stewart,  Fletcher  G.  Thweatt,  William  A. 
Wales— 3. 
6 
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EuBEXA  No.  64.— Comer  W.  Knight,  Lewis  D.  G.  Smith,  Caleb  B. 
Lampley— 3. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.— Milton  A.  Goree,  Howell  C.  Bollock, 
Nathaniel  Jeffries,  Thomas  Norris — 4. 

HowABD  No.  69. — David  Croal—1. 

Centbal  No.  70. — James  E.  E.  Davidson— 1. 

CoKEBvnxE  No.  75.— William  Martin,  F.  A.  Mason,  John  Lyon,  G.  B. 
SoTOgin,  W.  R  Booker,  B.  J.  Goodwin,  K  J .  Booker— 7. 

Cbozieb  No.  78. — James  £.  Canada,  James  C.  Wilson — 2. 

Sawyeb  No.  93.— Archibald  T.  Reaves,  Wallace  W.  Dobson- 2. 

Danvili^  No.  95. — John  Datten,  Taylor  McMillan,  Charles  W.  Speek, 
John  P.  M.  Woodall,  Muthew  W.  Woodruff,  Middleton  E.  Woodall 
Alexander  Gibson — 7. 

Habtwelxj  No.  101. — John  L.  Dodson,  William  E.  Melon,  Jesse  O. 
Gonim,  John  U.  Whitesides,  James  M.  McLean,  Toliver  P.  Givtm, 
Columbus  A.  Orr,  Biohard  G.  Boberts,  Benjamin  F.  Shuford — 9. 

Benson  No.  103.— Hugh  M.  Fasher,  William  Mills,  Eldridge  F.  Ful- 
ton—3. 

Good  Samabttan  No.  104.— John  W.  MoCowen,  James  W.  Dabbs, 
John  Shank,  Philemon  S.  Owen — 4. 

Shiloh  No.  105.— William  B.  Doyle— 1 . 

Oak  Bowebt  No.  108.— Lindsey  C.  Spratling,  John  S.  P.  Davis— 2. 

Caup  Hill  No.  120.— David  Sargeant,  John  B.  Shepherd — 2. 

Havana  No.  123.— Fletcher  P.  Matthews— 1. 

HeendonNo.  125.— John  W.  Cockrell,  William  H.  H.  Colvin,  John 
W.  Leatherwood,  James  Mize,  James  Bhodes,  Marion  A.  Beynolds, 
Biohard  D.  Templeton— 7. 

Wiley  No.  134. — Jackson  N.  Bolo^l. 

Columbia  No.  135. — McKay  Alford,  James  B.  Alford — ^2. 

Shelby  No.  140.— David  W.  Caldwell,  Elbert  H.  Sawyer,  Thomas  G. 
Evans,  Alfred  M.  Lester,  John  Bamett,  Matthew  S.  Wilson,  James  M 
Fulton,  Alonzo  A.  Brasher,  Hamilton  T.  Beggs,  Henry  C.  McAdams, 
Blanton  Moore,  Irvin  Bailey,  David  O.  McClendon,  Malichi  G.  Bhodes, 
Green  W.  Lee,  Talmon  Yamon,  J.  Beid  Morgan,  David  H.  Dunlap, 
Elijah  Blackerly,  Warren  M.  Armstrong,  Joseph  C.  Blake,  David  N. 
Williams,  Biohard  Willis,  Archibald  Carter,  Daniel  W.  Evans,  James  F. 
McLane,  Christopher  C.  Smith— 27. 

Bethel  No.  141.— William  W.  Hilton,  Noah  P.  Beason,  Frederick 
Wagner,  Abner  W.  Denman — 4. 

BuBLBSON  No.  143.— Abner  B.  Overton,  Dallas  Summers— 2. 

DalevillbNo.  144.— Jesse  Poancey,  James  Frank  Pouncey,  Thomp- 
son Donnell~3. 
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BiiADON  Spbings  No.  151.— George  M.  Watt— 1. 

Mount  Jepfebson  No.  152.— Charles  J.  Floyd,  John  N.  Hodge,  James 

B.  Jett,  Thomas  J.  Yonge — 4. 

MoNEOETTLus  No.  153. —Benjamin  Crawford— 1. 

NizBTTBOH  No.  154.— David  L.  MoAlister,  Thomas  J.  Nolen,  William  K 
D.  Moore — 3. 

Eastabooa  No.  155.— James  B.  Brown,  Zimri  Henderson,  Lilbom  B. 
Miller.  WUliam  C.  Martin— 4. 

Penick  No  .  161 .  —Thomas  Worrick— 1 . 

Fayetteyille  Attthentio  No.  163. — James  Ferryman,  John  H.  Town- 
send,  Bailey  A.  Bowen— 3. 

Fellowship  No.  172.— Levy  Price,  William  J.  Bozelle,  James  B. 
Hodo,  John  K  Barkhalter,  Hays  Eodgers— 5. 

Mount  HiLLiABD  No.  180.— James  M.  Dom,  James  W.  Hightower, 
Joseph  Hiley,  Joseph  W.  Stone— 4. 

CatawlaNo.  186.— Henry  W.  Box,  James  E.  Hall,  James  B.  Jones, 
John  B.  Barr,  John  F.  Green,  Priestiy  E.  Nicholson— 6. 

Tombiqbee  No.  190.— Joel  0.  Lipscomb— 1. 

Bbush  Cbeee  No.  191.— Nathan  H.  Galley— 1. 

Stlaoauga  No.  200.— William  J.  Murphy,  John  J.  Hightower,  George 
Batler,  William  H .  Glazener,  William  Monroe — 5 . 

Helioon  No.  201.— Mark  L.  Jackson,  Stephen  S.  Low,  William  P. 
Jones— 3. 

Valley  No.  203.— William  H.  Gibson,  William  T.  Bay,  Bryan  H.  Mc- 
Collough,  John  Monk — i. 

Moscow  No.  206.— John  W.  McLemon— 1. 

Pettusville  No.  207.— James  J.  Dawson,  John  W.  Hill,  William  T. 
Hargrove,  Charles  C.  Harrison,  James  B.  Lock,  William  N.  Lewis,  Joab 

C.  Malone,  Thomas  J.  Scott  Sen'r— 8. 
Mabhhalt.  No.  209.— Charles  Eabanks— 1. 

Putnam  No.  212.— Allen  P.  McDaniel,  James  M.  Towles,  Wilson  L. 
Word,  Jefferson  Osburn,  Thomas  Homsby,  Henry  F.  Owens,  Alfred  B. 
Handley — 7. 

BuiLDEBs  No.  215.— William  A.  Morris,  John  J.  Calhoan,  Thomas  M. 
Riser,  Bobert  W.  Johns,  Albert  G.  Sims,  Joseph  J.  Ambrister,  Charles 
H.  Cololoogh,  William  H.  Parrot,  Frank  S.  Beckham,  Willis  W.  AUen, 
James  O.  Mallory,  William  A.  Conville— 12. 

Sam  Ddlon  No.  218. -Joel  Helms,  George  B.  Tiacey,  Abram  Bob- 
erts— 3. 

LiNEviLLE  No.  219.  —William  Borrow*  Thomas  H.  Mitchell— 2. 

Newton  No  .  224 .  — Moses  Jones— 1 . 
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LouisyiLLB   No.   225.— George  W.    Harrison,   Edward  M.   Herroo, 
Beacon  B.  MoKenzie,  Edward  D.  Hughes,  Joseph  Henderson — 5. 

Dallas  No.  228.— John  W.  McClintock,  John  M.  Word,  Daniel  S. 
Smith,  Samuel  O.  Striplin — L 

Habpebsvillb  No.  235.— Benjamin  F.  Glover,  Henry  K  Flory,  Jonas 
Bradshaw — 3. 

Pairmount  No.  238.— Alfred  D.  Caton— 1. 

BowEN  No.  211.— Charles  B.  Vetter,  John  EL  Bedson,  John  Hender- 
Bon— 3. 

CoosaNo.  242. — Henry  Blankenship,  James  B.  Crook,  Julius  G.  Ed- 
wards, James  W.  McCain,  Thomas  A.  Wall— 5. 

BAiteB  No.  243.— Trusten  B.  Walters— 1. 

Dawson  No.  244. — Robert  M.  Josey,  Joseph  A.  Tiner — 2. 

John  Payne  No.  245. — Moses  J.  Coleman,  James  A.  Durr,  William  W. 
Welch,  Jacob  H.  Vail,  Thomas  D.  Thomason,  Samuel  Doudle,  Young 
Scott,  William  Shelly— 8. 

Lawbence  No.  248.- Andrew  J.  Calhoun — 1. 

Amand  No.  250.— Enoch  A.  Knight— 1. 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252.— James  H.  Fair,  Ezekiel  A.  Powell,  Newton  M. 
McGee,  John  C.  Persinger,  John  D.  Thomas— 5. 

Gatlesyille  No.  256. — Ebenezer  Cunningham,  Charle6  W.  Wither- 
spoon — 2. 

i^BviN  No.  257.— Abraham  Myers,  William  J.  Paris,  Richard  T.  La- 
tham, Richmond  Townley,  Elija  Sides,  Benjamin  S.  Walker,  Archibald 
Eeeton,  John  Keeton,  William  Atkins,  John  Grace,  Abner  Crawford, 
William  P.  Sides— 12. 

Bsllyille  No.  260. — Willis  Thompson,  Solomon  S.  Forbes,  Pinkney 
Giddens— 3. 

Talladega  No.  261. — Abner  P.  McCleskey,  William  L.  Wadsworth, 
Newton  J.  Skaggs— 3. 

Mebidian  No.  265.— Jacob  W.  Battle,  John  Pisk,  John  G.  Giles,  Wil- 
liam D.  Humphrey,  Eldridge  B.  Hawkins,  William  T.  Johnson,  Irvin 
Morrison,  Benjamin  B.  Nance,  Henry  B.  Kosser,  William  K.  Spiloe, 
John  W.  WaU— 11. 

Wind  Cbeek  No.  267.— Joseph  Knox,  Wiley  A.  0.  Daniel,  Samuel  Y. 
Johnston,  Berry  Stacks,  John  W.  White— 5. 

Paint  Rock  No.  274.— Jerry  W.  Fletcher,  Wesley  J.  Fletcher,  William 
Swindle,  Marion  M.  Sayler— 4. 

Spbinovillb  No.  280.— Edward  D»  Wilson,  Asberry  B.  Taylor,  Reu- 
ben Little,  William  W.  Thompson,  Anderson  G.  Nunnelly,  Colquit 
Moouey— 6. 


1879.]  APPENDIX,  89 

Chabijes  BASEZBYiLiiE  No.  281. — Elkanah  B.  Newton,  Benjamin  F. 
PeterB,  Richard  B.  Dickinson— 3. 

Geoboiana.  No.  285. — John  T.  B.  Hndson — 1. 

FoBT  Deposit  No.  291.— Samael  Jordan,  D.  Rice  Meriwether,  William 
H.  Cheatham,  Tilman  G.  Hinson,  Josiah  Gates — 5. 

NoBBis  No.  301. — John  B.  Colly,  Andrew  J.  Adams,  Lewis  Q. 
Adams — 3. 

ZioN  No.  304.— Thaddens  M.  Walker,  Reuben  A.  J.  Dodson,  Ira  W. 
Moore,  William  B.  Haney — i. 

Centbal  Crnr  No.  305.— George  F.  Beach,  George  W,  Bnsh,  Willis  H. 

Green,  Hugh  S.  Hudson,  James  C.  Hightower,  David  Lotspncle,  J 

J.  Pearson,  Edward  V.  Sharp,  Addison  Thompson,  Augustus  G.  Thomp- 
son, John  M.  Tillman,  John  W.  Yoltz,  Thomas  A.  Walthall,  Samuel  J. 
Howard,  Thomas  J.  Woolf— 15 . 

Cluttsville  No.  319. — Hugh  L.  Toney,  James  A.  Phillips — 2. 

Holly  Gbove  No.  323.— Russell  W.  Clay,  Martin  A.  Clay,  John  M. 
Baker,  Benjamin  B.  Toney,  James  H.  Langston,  Archibald  Langham — 6. 

Viola  No.  324.— Robert  K.  Bearden— 1. 

Blue  Eye  No  .  332 .  —Arthur  Wood— 1 . 

OlivebNo.  334. — Daniel  L.  Morgan — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — Matthew  H.  Albritton,  James  T.  Davidson,  S.  Dow 
Games— 3 . 

Geobqlana  Davis  No.  338. — John  W.  Bass,  John  S.  Massey,  Peter  0. 
Smith,  Calvin  J.  Bass,  Joab  B.  Gore,  Montezuma  Posey,  James  Lan- 
drnm,  George  E.  Shehan — 8. 

Albebt  Pike  No.  339.— William  R.  Alexander,  James S.  Baker,  George 
E.  Geise,  David  B.  Hall.  John  L.  Malone,  Edward  Obriene,  John 
Ross— 7. 

RaoanNo.  341 . —Benjamin  D.  Williams — 1. 

Pdeeville  No.  344.— Robert  D.  Bolin,  John  0.  Hendon — 2. 

Echo  No.  345.— Nelson  Stuckey,  Hansford  D.  Price— 2. 

Bienville  No.  348.— William  E.  Fitzgerald — 1. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.— William  S.  Baldwin,  Isaac  F.  Gary,  John 
W.  Hodo,  Henry  W.  Sanders,  Justin  F.  Buchanan,  Cicero  H.  Buchanan, 
Thomas  J.  Jones,  Plumter  S.  Sidall — 8 . 

Rock  Mills  No.  353. — Daniel  G.  Crowder,  William  Harper,  William 
C.  Whitlock,  William  S.  May  field,  James  W.  McDonough,  Wyatt  Harper, 
Thomas  T.  HoUey,  J.  Morgan  Drummond — 8 . 

VanBubenNo.  355. — William  A.  Small,  Lemuel  B.  Lovins,  Eli  H. 
Brock,  Phillip  Wolf,  John  T.  Lumsden,  Toliver  F.  Landers,  Isham  B, 
^berts,  Peter  F.  Stewart,  James  Chastain — 9. 
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BxTTLBDGB  No .  357 .  — Edward  T .  MoMonis— 1 . 

Babsoub  No  .  368 .  — John  A .  Perry — 1 . 

NKWTONTiiiLB  No .  360 .  — ^Thomas  Bay — 1 . 

Chesteb  No.  363.— Edward  Gamp,  William  Pasley— 2. 

CoTAOO  No.  366. — James  Putnam — 1 . 

BuBSEiiLYiUiENo.  371. — ^Thomas  B.  Fleming — I. 

LakeGittNo.  377.— Pierce  D.  Bulger,  Thomas  D.  Galor,  John  Ad- 
kisson,  John  Miller,  Biohard  Gohagan — 5. 

Nkwbuboh  No.  388.— John  S.  BuHsell,  John  G.  Whitlock— 2. 

Nobth  BoBDEB  No.  391. — James  M.  Broyles,  Luke  G.  Bollington, 
James  B.  Sandling,  Alexander  Bidgeway,  James  D.  Bollington — 5. 

HiGXOBT  Plat  No.  392.— John  W.  Bonner,  Tuque  B.  Halliday,  W.  8. 
Oeley— 3. 

Opelika  No.  895.— Lee  F.  McCoy- 1. 

Faikvillb  No.  396. — James  N.  Thompson — 1. 

Black  Oak  No.  897.— PhiUip  B.  Gilbert,  John  B.  Miller— 2. 

Habtbkllb  No.  398.— Bobert  F.  Orr,  Thomas  P.  Woodall— 2. 

Haw  Bmas  No.  899. — Wilson  M.  Cooper— 1. 

DoBic  No.  406.— John  D.  Hall,  John  T.  Wadsworth,  Frank  D.  Alden, 
PinkneyP.  Carroll— 4. 

HiiiLgDOBO  No.  408. — James  L.  Boach,  James  H.  Odom,  James  H. 
Foster— 3. 

Helena  No.  410.— John  T.  Phillips,  Michael  J.  Obarr,  Burms  A. 
Warren,  DaTid  McFarlan,  Columbus  C  Truss— 6. 
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BiBiMo  Virtue  No.  4— Edward  Warren— 1. 

M0U1.TON  No.  6.— David  L.  Dinsmore,  William  D.  Glemi«  William  H. 
Hill,  John  C.  McClesky— 4. 

Maoon  No.  7.— Whitfield  B.  Summers— I. 

BoYAii  White  Habt  No.  10.— William  W.  Johnson,  Aogastas  L.  Oli- 
ver—2. 

MoMTooiiEBT  No.  11. — Samuel  Dreyfns,  Andrew  J.  Farvin,  Maloolm  D. 
Fisher,  Leopold  Waldman,  John  Egger— 5. 

Flobenge  No.  14.— James  M.  Grow,  Washington  M.  Brandon,  Thomas 
B.  Goohran,  Michael  Melone  Jr.,  Emanuel  S.  Gregory,  Neander  H. 
Eice— 6. 

Dale  No.  25. — Biohard  0.  Jones,  Joseph  H.  Bonner,  Edward  H. 
Jones- 3. 

La  Fayette  No.  26.— William  N.  Knight,  William  0.  Burton— 2. 

Selma  FsATSBNAii  No.  27. — Benjamin  F.  Bagley,  James  H.  Hill,  Bfar- 
shal  A.  Keith,  Andrew  J.  Cox,  Alexander  S.  Carrol,  Daniel  Gorman— 6. 

HisiNQ  Sun  No.  29.— Henry  L.  Ballew,  WiUiam  B.  McDonald,  Louis 
Hobart,  Biohard  L.  Stephenson— 4. 

Washington  No.  36. — Theodore  0.  Vesey — 1. 

Wetumpka  No.  39. — James  H.  Judkins,  James  M.  Eslin— 2. 

Mobile  No.  40. — George  W.  Smith,  William  P.  Hutohisson — 2. 

HiBAM  No.  42.— Henry  A.  Eams — 1. 

Habmont  No.  46. — Andrew  J,  Carver — 1. 

Demopolib  No.  49. — Timothy  G.  Cornish — 1. 

Amttt  No.  54.— Eobert  H.  Williams,  Patrick  0.  Schoppert— 2. 

Tboy  No.  56. — Dennis  Bodgers,  John  L.  Toungblood — 2. 

Benton  No.  59.— Ephraim'T.  D.  McBea,  Williams  B.  Haynes— 2. 

Social  No.  63. — Andrew  Edmonson,  Joshua  Caldwell,  William  B.  Al- 
len—3. 

Eureka  No.  64.— Hill  F.  Oliver,  Andrew  M.  Black,  William  4* 
Dukes— 3. 
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LiBEBTT  No.  65. — George  W.  Stewart— 1. 
Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.— Walter  C.  Long— 1. 
CBNTBAii  No.  70. — Alexander  Curry — 1. 
ToHOPEKA  No.  71.— Henry  A.  Walker— 1. 
Widow's  Son  No.  72,— William  J.  Breithaupt— 1. 
SoiiOMON  No.  74.— James  O.  H.  Perry,  Ike  H.  Vincent— 2. 
AuBUBN  No.  76. — John  E.  Foster — 1. 

Gbozieb  No  78. — Andrew  J.  Kerr,  John  W.  Hanna,  Terrell  Andrews — 3. 
Fbedonia  No.  79.— John  L.  Harst,  William  R  Harst — 2. 
Wnxx)x  No.  80. — Eobert  Steen,  Andrew  McBryde — 2. 
Fbiendship  No.  83. — Milton  W.  Perry,  John  A.  Lee,  Charles  J.  Stewart, 
James  Standley — 4. 
Ebofhotic  No.  84. — John  J.  Murphree,  Oliver  H.  P.  Moorer — 2. 
Pbattville  No.  89.— Wyatt  G.  N.  Golson,  William  T.  Rice— 2. 
Henby  No.  91.— Henry  M.  Davis,  John  M.  Hudspeth— 2. 
Danville  No.  95. — William  Barnes,   Wesley  Barnes,   Wiley  Wilhite 
Elijah  Stever,  Greene  B.  Wallace — 5. 

TucKABATCHEE  No.  96. — Arthur  L.  Foreman,  William  W.  Padgett,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Piper— 3. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97.— Johu  F.  Brice— 1. 

Salem  No.  90. — Ignatius  A.  Few — 1. 

Habtwell  No.  101.— Miller  Hawkins — 1. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104. — Ezekiel  M.  Wyatt,  Samuel  C.  Dailey — 2. 

Oak  Boweby  No.  108. — Edmond  H.  Mathews— 1. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120.— Harry  J.  Bryant,  William  J.  Slaughter,  Marion 
L.  D.  Pitman— 3. 

Loachapoka  No.  133. — Thomas  S.  Phillips,  James  Wooten,  Thomas  J. 
Diamuke,  Robert  D.  Nunn,  Thomas  R  Peddy — 5. 

Columbia  No.  135. — Thomas  Robinson,  James  H.  Hooten— 2. 

Unity  No,  136.— Robert  H.  G.  Gaines,  Allen  Mcintosh,  Robert  J.  Doak, 
James  H.  Miller,  James  D.  Clark,  John  A.  Bishop,  John  D.  Lindsey, 
William  Vaughn— 8. 

Bethel  No.  141. — Archibald  McEachem— 1. 

Baldwin  No.  142.— Joseph  P.  McGill,  Virgil  E.  Crawford— 2. 

Fbatebnity  N3.  145. — Luther  M.  Hudson — 1. 

Bladon  Spbingo  No.  151.— Bladon  N.  Corley— 1. 

SoMKBViLLE  No.  157.— EH  M.  Sams,  James  H.  Strain,  William  C.  Lam- 
monds,  Thomas  Stuart,  James  Wilcoxson,  Joseph  D.  Graham,  Joseph 
Spain,  James  T.  Tapsoott,  John  T.  Cooper,  John  W.  Maxwell,  John  W. 
Smith,  Washington  W.  Peck,  Madison  B.  Robinson,  James  MoGlathe- 
ly— 14. 
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Matstille  No.  158.— John  B.  Ferguson— 1. 

Penick  No.  161.— Burrell  H.  Singleton,  Hilliard  J.  Thrash— 2. 

FATBTTEViiiLE  AUTHENTIC  No.  163. — Lloyd  Hastj — 1. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173. — William  H.  Spiers,  William  P.Bell,  Oeoige 
W.  Keating,  Horace  D.  Rast — 4, 

Bbundidoe  No.  184. — Charles  W.  Hilliard,  George  Y.  Malone,  Ezekiel 
Hollis,  John  H.  Banks,  William  Barr — 5. 

Catawla  No.  186.  —Samuel  C.  Vaughn,  Noah  A.  Hood — 2. 

CLiNTONviiiLE  No.  188. — Christopher  C.  Stringfellow — 1. 

CHATiAnoocHEE  No.  192.— OUver  E.  Taylor — 1. 

Caledonia  No.  198.— Columbus  C.  Barber— 1. 

Helicon  No.  201.— Franklin  Bedsole,  Ransom  Duke,  Thomas  C.  Tuck- 
er, Isaac  D.  Collier — 4. 

Moscow  No.  206.— Titus  L.  Crew,  Mack  W.  Loyd,  John  B.  Pitch- 
ford— 3. 

Alexandria  No.  208. — William  Broughton,  Elisha  V.  Weaver,  John  U. 
Wilbanks,  Mack  D.  Broughton — 4. 

York  211. — William  N.  Gibson,  John  A.  Lollar,  Stephen  J.  Chilton, 
Joseph  M.  Corry,  James  Hanley,  Thomas  Key,  Walter  G.  Gravlee,  John 
B.  Sumner,  Jefferson  L.  Phillips,  Joseph  T.  Sherer,  John  A.  Gottrell, 
John  D.  Gravlee,  Jefferson  Phillips,  Samuel  H.  Karrh,  Wilson  P.  MoCarty, 
John  Key,  John  M.  Wallace,  John  W.  Blanton,  William  Cobb — 19. 

Putnam  No.  212. — Elijah  .f.  Evans,  William  J.  Kirk,  James  KiUgore, 
Barton  Weaver,  William  H.  Wood,  Simeon  J.  Kidd,  Harman  B.  Gkiy, 
William  H.  Culpeper,  Robert  B.  F.  Robinson— 9. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218.— Tilman  H.  Knight,  Thomas  B.  Miller— 2 

Newton  No.  224. — John  L.  Bailey,  Lewis  Moseley,  Aaron  T.  Davis — 3. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Seaborn  J.  Gumming,  James  J.  Bradley — 2. 

Sepulga  No.  233. — James  L.  McLain — 1. 

Harpersville  No.  235. — Ira  C.  Diokerson,  John  G.  Mondin — 2, 

Tallassee  No.  237. — Lorenzo  D.  Grant — 1. 

BowEN  No.  241. — Henry  8.  Ihnan — 1. 

Coosa  No.  242.— John  S.  Edwards,  James  F.  Humphries— 2. 

Dawson  No.  244. — Joseph  M.  Y.  Sellers,  James  Nichols,  Daniel  Nors- 
worthy,  William  P.  Bass,  CincinnatusD.  Owens— 5. 

Harrison  No.  246.— Nathan  S.  Dukes,  Aaron  S.  Hand — 2. 

Lawrence  No.  248. — John  A.  Scott,  George  P.  Pitman — 2, 

North  Port  No.  252. — Zachary  T.  Christian,  William  L.  Ohristian, 
Stephen  R.  Dardin,  William  Hardin— 4. 

Gaylesville  No.  256.— William  F.  Henderson,  Charles  M.  Bell,  Wil- 
liam N.  Barnard — 3. 
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Bandolph  No.  258. — Samnel  Sellers,  Miohael  Pickett— 2. 

HioHLAND  Na  262. — Stephen  W.  Lee,  Ezekiel  W.  Ataway,  Zephaniah 
K.  H.  Aoton,  Bofxis  H.  Walker,  James  G.  Fields,  Sanders  Jones,  Needham 
Aoton,  John  A.  Griffin,  Edward  F.  Lee— 9. 

Mount  Pleasant  Na  266.— David  H.  Bayles — 1 . 

Wind  Gbbse  No.  267.— Bryant  Porch,  Francis  M.  Tippett— 2. 

BuTLEB  Springs  No.  270. — Stephen  T.  Glenn — 1, 

OiiBBTON  No.  272.— Elijah  Yow— 1 . 

NoBTHESN  No.  278. — Allison  Worley — L 

Daviston  No.  283. — Snowdon  Thompson,  Thomas  J.  Milan- 2. 

CuNTON  No.  287.— George  H.  Thomas,  John  M.  Trawick — 2. 

ZiON  No.  304.— Calvin  Bishop— 1. 

HoiiLT  Gbove  No.  323.— Jasper  K  MoCoUom — 1. 

Viola  No.  324.— William  T.  Cornelius- 1. 

Blxtb  Eye  No.  332.- Albert  S.  Acker— 1. 

Oliveb  No.  334. — J.  Leonard  Goodman,  Alexander  Kilpatrick,  Charles 
H.  Gilmore,  William  D.  Johnson,  Greene  E.  Jones,  B.  Frank  Beis- 
er— 6. 

Johnson  No.  337.— Littleton  L.  Albritton— 1. 

Albert  Pike  No.  839. — William  H.  Jones,  James  D.  Somner,  Lemuel 
D.  Thomas— 3. 

EoHO  No.  346.— Hilary  J.  Galloway — 1. 

Bienville  No.  348. — Henry  L.  Harris — 1. 

Van  Buben  No.  356.— Andrew  W.  Dilbeck — 1 . 

BuTLEDQB  No.  367. — James  M.  Perkins,  Pinkney  A.  Tatum. 

NewtonvilleNo.  360. — Gray  Strickland,  William  Johnson,  William 
Hallman,  David  E.  Woods. — 4. 

ChbstebNo.  363.— JamoB  Vanderford,  Monroe  D.  Pftrker,  James  M. 
Gates— 3, 

Pleasant  Steb  Na  364.— David  N.  Patterson — 1. 

CoTAOO  No.  366.— Benjamin  B.  Beinhart— 1. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368. — Joshua  E.  BrooK— 1. 

Saitta  Cbeek  No.  376. — Stephen  Culbert,  Samuel  Johnson— 2. 

WioouTKA  No.  378.— Bobert  Taylor,  Jacob  Nelson,  Henry  J.  Taylor— 3. 

BiBMiNOHAM  Fbatebnal  Na  384. — Charles  M.  Sturgis,  William  A.  Blythe* 
Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt— 3. 

Tbinitt  No.  386.~Joseph  Bobinson,  John  H.  Kitchens— 2. 

Newbubqh  No.  388. — Charles  P.  Banks,  Isaac  L.  Graves,  Francis  M« 
Little,  William  P.  DickerBon-4. 

Falkville  No.  396.— George  W.  Mayhall,  Volley  E.  Sims— 2. 
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SUSPENDED  FOE  HNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Henry  Backns Central No.  70 

WilliamG.  W.  Albritton Widow'sSon "  72 

James  Gillespie Henry "  91 

Abner  G.  Hummond Elba "  170 

Marion  M.  Saylor Paint  Book *•  274 

James  W.  Darby Georgiana '*  285 

Sylvanns  H.  0.  Johnson Viola "  324 

William  J.  Ward Echo "  346 

James  Cravy Lake  City "  877 

jme6Vm«:::::::::::::::lK™i^i««"p»ten^ -  ^ 
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EXPELLED. 


Jamee  P  Bark. : Fayetteville  Authentic No.  163 


Alexander  McDowell Brundidge 

Thomas  J.  Barbb Glintonville 

William  H.  Notts Helicon 

Benjamin  F.  Treadaway Western  Star. 

James  T.  Kichardson Newton 

Adelbert  P.  Bobson Louisville , 

K  James  Manoill Fairmount 

Isaac  L.  Berry,  F.  0 Coosa 

William  J.  Alvis Ervin 

Garter  M.  /Vmold Norris 

Francis  M.  Mackey Newtonville 

Nathan  H.  Thornton Birmingham  Fraternal. 

Hamilton  Mannus Oak  Jjevel 


184 
188 
201 
222 
224 
225 
238 
242 
267 
301 
360 
384 
415 


LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1879. 


FOB  NON-PAYMXKT  OF  DUE& 


Helion No.     1 


Alabama 

Warren 

Jeflferson . . . . . 
Friendship . . 
New  Berne . . , 
Forest  Hill... 

Sylvan 

Perry  villo 

Havana 

Bolivar 

Bradford .... 
Fraternity. .. 

MisHOuri 

Bodgersville . 
Chambers  . . . 

Etam , 

Maysville. . . . 

Ezel 

Landmark . . . 

Delta 

Opelika 

Hillabee 

Tensaw 

Sandy  Bidge. 

Bexar    

Dock  Spring 
Cropwell . . . . 
Quitman 


3 
47 
51 
83 
102 
110 
111 
117 
123 
127 
138 
145 
146 
147 
149 
150 
158 
175 
187 
189 
195 
197 
221 
223 
230 
231 
247 
254 


Randolph No.  !i>58 


Walnut  Grove. 

Pea  River 

Larkinsville 

Charles  Baskerville 

Richmond 

Cluttsville 

Warrenton , 

Forkland 

Cletir  Creek , 

Sipsey 

Heaton 

Barbour , 

Scottsboro 

Houston , 

Sauta  Creek 

Robert  E.  Lee 

Ohatohee 

Waterloo 

Ben  Pope 

Vernon  

Weathers    

North  Border 

Falkville 

Hanceville 

High  Shoals 

Oak  Level 

Hilton 


j264 
271 
277 
281 
282 
319 
320 
330 
340 
350 
354 
358 
359 
365 
376 
379 
380 
382 
383 
389 
390 
391 
396 
400 
413 
415 
419 


FOB  N0N-BEPBB8ENTATI0N. 


Helion. No.    1 

Alabama. '*      3 

Rising  Virtue **      4 

Gilead "      9 

Florence **    14 

LftFayetto. "    26 


Bexar Na230 

Duck  Spring ••231 

Harpemville. «*  235 

Bowen «•  241 

Cropwell "247 

North  Port "  252 


HtrmoDj 

Wurren 

Jeffeisoa 

New  Market. . 

Tohopeka 

Cokerville.. . . 

FiedoDia 

FriendsLip. . . 
Pfl8t«r. 


Forest  Bill 

Penrjviile 

Uottimer  Boeder. . 

Bolinr 

YorkviUe 

Oolmnbu  


BUdwin "  142 

Barleeon "  li'i 

Fatornity "  1*5 

HinooTl "  Mfi 

BodgeTBviUe "147 

Chombera "  1*9 

Etam "  iSO 

Honroeville "  1^3 


MKTSTiUe... 
FeUoirBbip.. 


non.  [1879, 

Qnitman No.  254 

Ervin. 

Kandolph 

Walnut  Grove 

Pea  Biver 

LATkinBTiUe. 

Nortbem 

(.'liiirloa  iitiakervillc 

Richmond 

Zlon 


Plea 


t  Hili.. 


Holly  Grove. . . 

Viola 

MudiaoD  RtBtioa. . . 
Forklaod 
Goorgiana  Da  via. . 

Clear  Creek 

Pikeville 

Echo, 

Sipsey. 


Deaotovilla. 

Bnmdidge 

lADdmark 

DelU 

Bnub  Creek 

Chottabooohee . . 

Opelika 

Hillabee 

Sylaotoga 

MftwihnU   ....... 

Bnildera. 

Tenaaw 

BaDdy  Eidge.... 


Shiloh No.  105  I  Joneaboro .'. Na3IS 

SmingHiU "  217    Black  Oak "391 


Barbour 

Scoltaboro 

Hooston. 

Atbelslan 

Boll's  i^mdiug.... 

Gaineaville 

SaaU  Creek 

Bobert  E.  Lee 

Obatcbee 

Waterloo. 

Ban  Pope 

Newbn^h 

Vernon. 

WeaUien 

North  Border. . . . 

Falkville 

Hartselle 

Haw  Ridge 

HaDceville 

Hoboken. 

Eisb  Shoala 

Oak  Level 

Oeoi^e  Smith 

Hilton 


18790 


BcUefante 

Coffeeville.... 
HonDt  Eagle. 

Ebenezer 

Bnllook. 


Summit Ho.  343 

Lodor "374 

Mnnford "386 

Bine  Spring "367 

Pine  Lake "  «8 


Numbers  3,  6,  12,  13,  IS,  17,  16,  19,  20,  21,  23,  30,  32,  33,  34.  36,  38, 
45,  46,  68,  60,  66,  73,  77,  S2,  85,  86,  87,  92,  »1,  100,  109,  113,  113,  114, 
115.  lie,  118,  121,  129,  138,  130,  132,  137,  139,  156,  159,  160,  163,  1S4, 
16S,  167,  174,  177.  179,  182,  183,  185,  194.  196,  803,  306,  210,  214.  216, 
320.  239,  233,  234,  236,  239,  240,  253,  255.  259,  263,  -jee,  2S9,  273,  276, 
279.  264,  288,  289.  306,  316,  317,  318,  322,  326,  326,  3^,  328,  333,  336, 
342,  343.  347,  352,  356,  362,  370,  373,  374.  335,  3ST,  393,  401,  418— To. 
t&l  Dumber  109. 


EECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 189 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Commanication 7,523 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported 1,154—8,677 

Dues  received  at  this  Grand  Communication $3,616.00 

Lodges  that  made  Betams 257 

Lodges  that  made  no  Eetams 41 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Dues 239 

Lodges  that  have  not  paid  their  Dues 58 

WoBK  OP  THB  Yeab  1879. 

Number  Initiated 347 

Number  Passed 345 

Number  Raised 315 

Number  Affiliated 283 

Number  Rejected 55 

Number  Dimitted 307 

Number  that  Died 142 

Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 11 

Number  Expelled 14 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 463 

Number  Reinstated 284 

Condition  of  ths  Lodges. 

Lodges  square  upon  the  Books 191 

Lodges  Delinquent  for  non-representation 107 

Charters  forfeited,  revoked,  and  consolidated 109 

Army  Numbers 19 

Whole  number  at  the  end  of  the  vear 426 


CALENDAE  OF  TDLL  MOONS, 

/  F\iR  Moon  Slills,  from  Jarmaryi 


Compiled  ftom  DeMorgan,  b;  Brother  W<  B.  Luifiiidge,  of  Iowa. 
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General   Index. 


REPORTa 


On  Work 16,17,35 

"    Grand  MoRter's  Annual  Address 20,  21 

"    Codification 16, 16 

'*    Dispensations  No.  1 

"  **  •*  2 51,52 

Sospensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals 25,  26,  27 

Ck)rre8pondence— Special  Report 22,  23,  24 

"    Chartered  Lodges  No.    1.       From    1  to    50 50,61 

"  *•  ««        "      2.  **      51  to    95 39,40 

"  "  "        "      3.  "      96  to  136 31,82 

'•  "  ••      .*'      4.  "    136tol75 29,30 

**  "  "        "      5.  "    176  to  215 28,29 

"  «•  "        "      6.  "    216  to  255 40,41 

"  •*        "      7.  ««    2.56to315 35,86 

"  "  **        ••      8.  "    316  to  360 27,28 

••  "  ••        "      9.  "    361  to  390 32,33 

"    10.  **    391  to  426 33,34 

*'    Propositions  and  Grievances 41,  42,  45,  46 

«*    Death  of  Brother  Woolf 43 

**    Masonic  Jorisprad^nce 44,  46 

««    By-laws 47 

**    Endowment 48 

"    from  Grand  Treasurer 16,  61 

"       "        "      Secretary 15,  59,  60 

"    Finance 48,  63,  64,  65,  67 

»*    Doings  of  Grand  Oflacers 49 

**    Leave  of  Absence 53 

EEPOflTS. 

By  Myles  J.  Greene 15 

**  Henry  0.  Tompkins , ]5 
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By  James  M.  Brundidge 17,  36 

««  Palmer  J.  PillanB 20,  21 

••  Oliver  8.  Beers 22,23,24,48 

**  Grand  Treasurer 15 

«•       •*      Secretary 16 

«•  William  Y.  Titcomb 24,  25,  26,  27 

"  Isaac  C.  Hall 27 

"  Julius  C.  Adler 28 

"  James  G.  Cowan 29 

•«  DeWitt  CUnton  White 31 

'*  Isaac  Heyman 32 

"  Thomas  J.  Brewer 33 

"  John  T.  Hester 35 

••  John  A.  Padgett 38 

••  Jodah  Jemigan 40 

*'  G^rge  P.  Harrison  Jr 41,  45 

••  John  W.  Bush 42,  49 

••  Isaiah  A.  Wilson 44 

**  Jesse  M.  Garmichael 47 

•«  Thomas  T.  Eowland 48 

"  Alexander  McCollister 49 

••  Horatio  C.  Grayson 51 

•«  William  S.Foster 63 


EESOLUTIONS. 


Conoeming  Falkville  No.  396 17 

«•         Chewackla  No.  164 27 

"         Florence  No.  14 35 

«•         Somerville  No .  157 36 

"         Shelby  No.  140 36 

"         Moscow  No.  206 52 

••         George  Wilson  No.  424 62 

"         Violations  of  Masonic  Law 18 

*•         Unmasonic  Conduct 46 

"         Dakota 24 

"         Balloting  on  Advancement 37 

"         Bule  19  of  the  Constitution 47 

**         Thanks  to  Grand  Master  Armstrong 48 

"         WUliam  H,  Evington 52 
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BESOLUnONS. 

By  Henry  Clay  Tompkins 18 

••  William  Y.  Titcomb 18 

"  Olivers.  Beers 24 

•*  James  M.  Bmndidge 17 

•«  Wilson  Williams 27 

**  Grand  Secretary 35 

"  Alexander  P.  Odom 36,  87 

•«  Committee  on  Masonic  Jarispmdenoe 45 

"  Isaiah  A.  Wilson 47 

"  Myles  J.  Greene 48 

"  Bufos  W .  Cobb 52 

••  John  Gideon  Harris 62 

•'  William  B.  Horn 52 

SPECIAL. 

Motion  of  Restoring  Forfeited  Charters 16 

Election  of  Grand  Officers 38 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitution 47,  63 

«•  "         bylsaiahA.  Wilson 47 

••  "         by  John  Gindrat  Winter 58 

Representatives  received  and  welcomed 17, 18 

Testimonial  to  retiring  Grand  Master 48 

Installation  of  Grand  Officers 53 

COMMrrTEES. 

On  Grand  Masters  Address 10 

Standing  Committees  announced 18, 19,  80,  54 

On  the  death  of  Henry  A.  Woolf 21 

To  procure  testimonial  to  Grand  Master 48 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  AkHbama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  lea^o  herewith  to 
submit  their  annual  report,  and  review  of  the  doings  and  condition  of 
corresponding  Grand  Lodges,  for  the  oarrent  year  of  1878. 

Your  committee  have  been  favored  daring  the  past  year  with  the  nsnal 
quota  of  Grand  Lodge  reports  from  sister  jurisdictions  and  present  here- 
with, in  alphabetical  order,  their  condensed  review  of  the  same,  adding 
at  the  close  of  this  report  a  full  list  of  the  proceedings  received  and  re- 
viewed. 

MASONIO  8TATXBTXCB, 

Arranged  in  tabulated  form  ;  and  thus  affording  convenient  as  well  as 
accurate  information  as  to  the  real  progiees  of  the  Fraternity  in  their  sev- 
eral State  Associations,  and  collectively,  are  essential  to  a  fair  under- 
standing of  the  general  condition  of  the  Craft;  and  we  renew,  as  a  matter 
of  general  interest,  the  statistical  tables  commenced  for  the  first  time,  in 
this  jurisdiction  at  least,  in  our  last  annual  report 

For  these  statistics,  as  heretofore,  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  that  in- 
defatigable and  learned  Masonic  reviewer.  Brother  Josiah  H.  Drummond 
of  Maine,  whose  tables  (the  following)  we  have  adopted  without  altera- 
tion, having  found  them  on  examination  so  accurate  as  to  admit  of  no 
change  or  amendment  from  any  data  within  our  reach. 

Again  remarking  that  the  reader  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  figures 
herein  stated,  both  as  to  **  statistics  "  and  comparison  of  *'  statistics,"  re- 
late mainly  to  the  preceding  years,  in  other  words  where  1879  is  named 
the  statistics  are  derived  from  reports  of  1878,  and  so  Ukewise  those  un- 
der head  of  1878  and  1877  relate  to  conditions  existing  in  1877  and  1876, 
respectively.  With  this  explanation  we  submit  annexed  the  usual  statis- 
tical and  comparative  tables : 


AFFKNDDC. 
TABLE  OP  STATISnCH. 


[1879. 


OSAND  LoDaiB. 


Alabama... 
ArkftDSUB. .    . 
BriliehColnmbiai. 
Calif(in.ia„.. 

Canada. 

Oolorado  .  . , 
ConnecdcDt . 

Dakota 

Bebwnre. 

DiBt  at  Oolnmbia 

Idaho...'.'.'.'.'.'-.'! 

lUinoifl 

Indiana. 

Indian  Temtory. 

Kantnok; 

lioaiiiajia 

Italne. 

MstiilobA. 

Uaijland 

ZlaaaachuaetU. . . 

Hicliigao. 

MJDDesntA  ...... 

Uisaissippi 


Montana 

Nebiaska 

Nevada. 

Mfiw  Bmnswiok. 
Kbw  Hampshire 

TTew  Jeise;   

New  Hexioo 

New  York. 

Koith  Carol jna. 

HovaSootio 

Ohio 


17.118 
1.56!) 

14.968 

261 

1.235 

a.701 

l.Sfi 
13,101 


in 
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Ghujd  Lodoks. 

1 
1 

i 

1 
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imd. 


IS77, 


Or.  LodgM.    ToUla.    Or,  LodgM.    Tol^i.    Or.  Lodgea,    Totali, 

Mnmbera 54. . .  .583.566. . .  .&* 692,443. .  ..62. . .  .602.069 

Baised 53....  21,788. ...61 33.861. ...50....  30,696 

AdmisaioQB,  Ao 63....  16,880.. ..61 16,744.. ..46....   17,976 

DimiBsions 53....  16.747.. ..51 17,681. ...49....  18,930 

Eipalsions. 51....        874. . .  .48 986.... 49... .     1,039 

Buspeosions 36....        716. . .  .37 770.... 37....     1,064 

npt.<lDeB..53....  22.054   ...48 21,051.  ...40. ...  17,361 

Deaths 54  ...     7.108.  ...62 7,038,  ...50....     7,103 

KejectioDB 28....    3,838.. ..89 4,974  ...28....    6.143 

It  will  be  Been  that  the  total  membership  ha*  fallen  off  again,  the  de- 
crease being  jtut  abont  the  same  aa  the  preoeding  year  ;  soma  of  the 
Oraod  Lodgea  have  incceaaed,  howeTer. 

Those  wbicb  hare  increaHed  are  Alabftma,  Arkansas.  California,  Canada, 
Colorado,  Dakota,  Indian  Territoi?,  Iowa,  Kaneaa,  Haoitoba,  Miuneaola, 
Miaaissippi.  Miasonri,  Nebraska,  Neir  Brnnsiriak,  Neir  Hampahire.  New 
Jeisey,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Quebec,  Rhode  Island,  Texas,  Utah,  Waab- 
ingtOQ,  Weet  Viiuinia  and  Wisconsin. 

Those  which  baTe  deareased  are  Connectiant,  Delaware,  Distriot  of 
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Oolnmbia,  Florida,  (Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Eentnoky,  Louis- 
iana, Maine,  Maryland,  Massachasetts,  Michigan,  Neyada,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Nova  Scotia,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Prince  Edward  Island, 
Sonth  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Vermont  and  Virginia. 

The  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  daee  have  increased  about  one 
thousand,  The  suspensions  within  the  last  ten  years,  aggregate  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  onb  httndbzd  and  fifty  thousand  ! 

Before  proceeding  with  this  report,  planned  as  it  is  on  the  theory  and 
structure  of  its  predecessors,  we  beg  permission,  for  consistency  sake,  to 
withdraw  the  promise  intimated  in  1877,  of  remodeling  these  reports  so 
as  to  permit  a  more  general  discussion  of  masonic  principles  and  usages 
as  seen  from  our  standpoint  Mature  reflection  has  convinced  us  that  in 
these  semi-historic  records,  in  which  the  true  life  and  genius  of  Masonry 
as  known  to  our  em  is  to  be  portrayed,  the  less  they  are  burdened  or 
confused  by  mere  individual  opinions  the  better  will  they  be  suited  to 
their  illustration  of  the  real  characteristics  of  current  masonic  times. 

Instead  of  our  own  spinions,  therefore,  we  prefer  to  illustrate  the  spirit 
of  masonry  by  quoting  the  views  of  those  whose  high  official  positions 
in  other  Grand  Bodies  mark  their  utterances  as  authoritative  expositions 
of  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  their  several  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  we 
shall  continue  to  seek  from  the  Grand  Masters,  through  their  addresses, 
such  indices  of  the  prosperity  or  adversity  of  the  Craft  in  each  jurisdic- 
tion as  may  appear  noteworthy,  either  for  encouragement  or  warning  to 
us  of  Alabama. 

Carlyle  has  said,  very  truly,  that  '*  opinion  is  doubly  related  to  action  ; 
first  as  cause,  then  as  effect,  and  the  speculative  tendency  of  any  age  will, 
therefore,  give  us,  on  the  whole,  the  best  indication  of  its  practical  tend- 
ency." If  therefore  we  can,  by  our  proposed  plan,  gather  and  record  cor- 
rectly the  real  thought  or  opinions  of  the  Craft  in  all  jurisdictions,  we 
will  have  done  much  towards  illustrating  the  practical  tendency  of  this 
masonic  age.  As  men  ihink^  so  will  they  acU  unless  restrained  by  some 
paramount  control,  forcing  them  away  from  their  natural  bent;  and  if  we 
<»n  but  ascertain  the  opinions  of  the  brethren,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
we  may  easily  and  surely  predict  their  eventual  action  on  any  question 
of  masonic  usage  or  ethics.  Thus  believing,  we  begin  our  search  in  the 
reports  before  us  for  those  opinions  of  the  Craft  so  doubly  related  to,  and 
genitive  of,  action. 

ABKANSAS. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  commenced  its  39th 
annual  communication,  in  Little  Book,  October  14th,  1878,  M.  W.  P.  G. 
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M.  E.  n.  Englinb,  preAidiDR.  Thin  commnoication  appears  to  have  been 
called  to  meet  the  rcqnirementK  of  the  coDslitalioD,  pendiDg  a  proposed 
change  thereof  UtwiRiuiting  the  aecond  Taedda;  of  JaamtTy  ss  the  stated 
period  of  its  animal  meeting,  this  proposition,  however,  not  haTing  been 
ratified  by  the  repreaentativefl  pnwent,  another  nmoodmeut  was  snb- 
niitteii,  noil  we  think  adopted,  propoeing  the  fonrth  Tuesday  of  NoTem- 
ber  of  each  jaa  as  the  time  for  the  legnhir  anonal  commanicattoiiB  of 
tbia  Qrand  Ijodge. 

Tlie  October  mimmnnication  w(ih  speedily  ndjonmed,  and  the  Qraad 
Lodge  called  to  refreshmoDt  until  the  2d  Tneadajr  of  Jannory,  1879,  and 
on  that  dny.  the  14th  of  January,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  to  labor, 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  F.  Hill,  preaiding,  with  all  Oisnd  Offlcers  at 
their  poBis,  aad  assisted  by  the  reprosontntiveB  of  120  anbordimtte  lodg« 
(of  a  total  of  337  conatitnent  lodges).  Jnat  here,  par  pareotheeiB,  we  beg; 
to  eiproBH  onr  teg;tet  that  the  response  to  the  roll  call,  in  this  and  nnmer- 
ona  other  Grand  Lodges,  is  so  often  made  by  those  who  ure  pnoitKa  for 
the  regular  lodge  officon.  As  a  general  remark,  applicable  to  all  jaria- 
dictions,  we  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  we  tbiok  the  working  offloera 
of  lodges  are  the  only  really  nsefal  and  desirable  lodge  representatives  in 
a  GMnd  Lodge  ;  becanse  of  their  special  and  necessary  familiarity  with 
the  condition  and  interests  of  their  several  lodges.  Of  conrse  in  all  Grand 
Lodges  the  constitaents  are  P.  G.  officers,  as  well  as  lodge  ropreHontativee, 
and  the  former  element  will  always  carefnlly  gnard  and  conserve  the  gen- 
eral principlcH  of  Masonry,  should  the  latter  constitnency,  from  Any 
cause,  fail  in  proper  respect  for  tlie  ■•  Undmarta." 

The  ludgu  officers,  iu  enforcing  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  their 
lodgtH  are  brought  into  direct  contact  with  their  legitimate  effects  npon 
the  Craft ;  and  they  are  also  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  lodges  and 
able  to  soggeet  legislation,  appropriate  to  the  neoeasitiee  of  the  case, 
whether  as  restraining  from  evil  or  promotive  of  masonic  parity  and 
progress.  They  are  also,  especially  the  Master  and  Wardens,  the  aenti- 
ncls  on  our  O'ltiiosla  and  can,  in  person,  best  convey  to  the  citadsl  the 
tiding*  of  warning  or  encouragement  sDggested  by  tlie  outlook. 

Thoy  are,  as  we  conceive  it,  akillfnt  master  overseers,  practical  ob- 
servcrx  of  the  wants  ami  wnyn  of  the  (!nift,  and  jnst  in  proportion  as  any 
Grand  Lodge  iu  deprived  of  such  advisers  and  workors,  so  will  its  labors 
be  fmitleHH  of  beueScent  results,  and  tend  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
jurisdictiou.  (Eicuse  this  digruuion,  it  has  extended  lar  beyond  our 
original  intention.) 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Hill,  in  bis  annual  address,  takes  occasion  to  cod- 
gnitulate  the  Grand  Lodge  npon  the  blessings  of  health,  favorable  seb- 
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80D8,  fts  well  as  freedom  from  polUical  or  religious  sirijes  or  eontroversieM 
within  the  lodges. 

He  allades  with  regret  to  the  deaths  of  M.  E.  J.  W.  Jordan,  G.  H. 
Priest,  and  R.  W.  W.  H.  Sutton,  P.  Q.  Lecturer  ;  but  is  assured  that  thej 
have  **  entered  into  the  Temple  not  made  with  hands,  and  as  Master 
Workmen,  they  are  seated  on  the  right  hand  of  Him  that  called  them.'* 
He  commends  the  reports  of  the  D.  D.  G.  Masters  as  indicating  **  faith- 
ful work.'*  Some  of  these  Deputies  *'  report  their  lodges  in  good  work- 
ing order,  oonsuiering  the  low  price  of  cotton  and  hard  times. 

He  alludes  feelingly  to  the  disastrous  epidemic  of  the  previous  year, 
and  gave  token  of  his  sympathy  not  in  words  only,  but  also  by  a  liberal 
Grand  Lodge  donation  in  aid  of  the  distressed. 

His  decisions,  ak  reported,  are  five  only  in  number,  and  those  relate  to 
subjects  often  discussed  and  similarly  decided  in  other  jurisdictions. 

He  says  of — 

ST.  JOHNS*  COLLBOB. 

This  institution  is  under  the  management  of  Trustees  of  the  College, 
and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Some  twenty  or  twenty-five  benefi- 
ciaries, students  of  deceased  Worthy  Brothers,  are  receiving  an  education 
free  of  charge,  appointed  by  me  as  Grand  Master,  and  there  is  a  debt 
hanging  over  the  College,  and  I  recommend  an  appropriation  to  pay  said 
debt,  and  relieve  the  College.  n 

We  must  here  apologize  for  and  retract  our  discouraging  remarks  of 
last  year,  in  reference  to  St  Johns*  College.  We  gave  it  up  as  another 
failure  in  the  eflfort  to  sustain  a  Masonic  College  under  Grand  Lodge  con- 
trol. The  mistake  was  natural  enough,  as  well  as  excusable  in  the  view 
of  the  very  discouraging  allusions  to  the  condition  of  the  institution 
made  by  Grand  Master  M.  M.  McGuire,  in  his  annual  address  of  1877, 
wherein  he  likened  the  situation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  reference  to  that 
institution,  to  the  man  who  **had  bought  an  Elephant  and  did  not  have 
the  means  to  fit  out  his  menagerie  or  run  his  show.**  Gladly  do  we  hail 
the  indication  in  this  report,  (derived  also  from  information  gathered  in 
a  persona]  inspection  of  the  college  and  property,)  of  new  and  brighter 
prospects  ahead  for  St  Johns.  We  quote  below  a  portion  of  the  interest- 
ing report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College,  as 
further  evidence  of  its  stability  and  prosperity  : 

Notwithstanding  your  Worshipful  Grand  Body,  at  its  annual  comma- 
nicatiou  in  October,  lii77,  declined  longer  to  appropriate  the  surplus 
revenues  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  St  Johns* 
College,  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  happy  to  report,  that  from  the  re- 
sources of  the  corporation,  they  were  able  to  support  the  institution  for 
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tbe  ennninf;  collefrjota  year,  pa;  all  of  its  current  eipenBSH,  curj  the 
aaaai  unmber  o(  free  stndeata.  meet  tbe  interiHt  npoD  the  Collefte  debt 
pmniptly  an  it  mnturod.  and  po;  tl.OdO  nf  the  priccipal. 

The  IrustecR  d^teiniined  t«  kanw  do  nncb  word  h»  "  fait  "  in  proaMO' 
ting  a  grent  edacntionnl  entcrpriae,  ho  mucb  needed  In  our  young  nod 

Eiwtn^  HtHte,  have  placed  the  inetitutiou  ander  tbe  mauBgement  nf  Col. 
0  Bhist.  ru>  Preeidetit,  aided  by  adjunct  piofeiiaurs.  for  the  colleKiatfl 
year  1878-9. 

The  Rpneral  alnrtn  aboot  [he  apryad  of  Yellow  Fe^er,  whtcfa  prevailed 
during  tbe  laKt  fail,  retarded  lo  aome  eilnnt  the  opening  of  the  College, 
and  (he  coniinc  in  iil'  atndetita  ;  but  tmppily.  Little  ItocK  escaped  the 
dimilfiil  HCOiirRe  which  fell  eo  terribly  and  moarnfnlly  on  name  of  her  ill- 
fnted  siHivr  citiea  EaHt  of  the  MiHHiaHippi  ;  and  when  the  alarm  waa  over, 
Btadente  Hocked  lo  the  Collefte,  and  the  number  during  tbe  Brdt  half  aea- 
iiun  a  an  iacrenae  apou  the  nnmber  in  attendance  dnrint;  any  seeHion  of 
tbe  last  four  years. 

Col.  Baior.  the  PreeidonC.  ia  a  nentleman  of  tbe  biftheat  order  of 
acholarly  altaiDmenli'.  experience  in  the  inaDaf^iuenl  nf  rollegea,  ability, 
energy  and  peraevemnoe  of  chamcter,  and  believes  that  be  can,  aod  d»- 
chtres  that  be  will  build  up  tbe  ColleRe, 

He  is  lUwiHted  by  prufsBaorN,  in  every  way  competent  and  qnalifled  to 
fill  the  chairs  rissi);ned  them  ;  selected  BTid  uoiuinnted  by  himself,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Bnaid  of  Trustees. 

The  TiusteeH  have  provided  for  the  admiBnion  of  thirty  free  students, 
ftppoiated  HR  heretofore  by  the  Qruud  Master,  ttiat  being  about  the  num- 
ber on  the  free  list  dunng  proviuus  aessions  of  tbe  College.  Of  this 
numboT,  Col.  Kaier  teacbeA  ten  free  of  charge,  and  for  the  other  twenty, 
the  Trustees  pay  him  at  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  for  each  student  for  the 

Thus,  and  to  that  eitent,  with  tbe  limited  reTennes  of  the  College,  the 
Trustees  are  endeaTorini;  to  oirry  out  Lbe  nobis  design  of  ita  founden  to 
aid  in  tbe  edncation  of  tbe  cbildreo  of  indigent  and  deceased  Maeona.  It 
Diny  be  a  dream,  bat  they  hope  and  beliere  that  tbe  time  may  come, 
when  the  friends  of  edacalion  will  eudnw  this  College,  as  that  its  doors 
may  be  thrown  open  for  tbe  admixsiou   of  ail  sliidenlt  frtt  tf  iJiargt. 


FouRTREN  dispensatinuB  for  now  lodges  were  gmnted  by  G.  M.  Hill  In 
11-73. 
The  Umud  Orutor,  Brother  Fay  Hempatund,  delivered  an  adminble 

Tas  SraBHOTH  or  VoLirMTiBT  AesociiTioKB. 
He  mahefl  tbe  zeal,  parity  and  oonsisteney  of  tbe  imdividaal  member 
the  criterion  of  the  stability  and  nsefulueas  of  tbe  Aasociation,  which  ia 
nptly  illuattnled,  aa  tbe  following  quotatinoa  will  attest : 
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Let  each  individoal  of  a  society  be  actnated  by  a  high  degree  of  zeal, 
bent  on  acting  fally  and  in  every  respect  up  to  what  is  expected  of  him, 
and  you  have  an  organization  founded  in  adamant ;  around  whose  base 
the  flood  of  years  may  break  and  break,  but  still  it  remains. 

Let  the  individual  be  lukewarm  in  his  devotion,  acting  niggardly  up 
to  duties  and  hardly  that ;  doing  grudgingly  whatever  is  done,  and  you 
have  a  structure  built  upon  dlRsolving  stind  ;  a  temple  it  may  be  fair  and 
enticing  to  the  outward  view,  but  within  exhibiting  only  a  dead  cold 
splendor — a  dry  husk,  from  which  the  quickened  grain  of  life  and  action 
baa  departed. 

It  is  unfortunately  true,  that  men  are  in  large  part  so  indifferent  to 
each  other's  welfare  ;  so  involved  in  self  and  tueir  own  concerns,  that 
they  have  little  thought  or  attention  for  what  does  not  immediately  re- 
dound to  their  personal  gain  or  advancement ;  but  instances  are  not 
wanting  where  men  whoso  hearts  are  of  the  larger  mould,  rise  above  the 
narrow  limits  of  self  concern,  and  enlisting  under  the  fair  banner  of 
philanthropy,  do  valiant  battle  with  want,  need,  sickness,  and  distress, 
for  no  other  reward  than  an  approving  conscience,  and  the  applause  of 
that  **  still,  small  voice "  that  tenants  the  inner  corners  of  their  souls. 
•  *  *  Are  there  not  too  many  in  our  midst  who  are  cold,  indif- 
ferent, slack  and  faint ;  who  are  Masons  only  in  name  ;  conspicuous  at 
funerals  and  other  public  processions  of  the  Order,  but  invisible  in  at- 
tendance on  the  Lodge  and  its  work  ;  in  kindl}'  offices  to  the  sick  ;  in  re- 
membering **the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  the  Brother  fallen  into  de- 
cay." 

But  I  have  no  misgivings  as  to  the  stability  of  Masonry  on  this  ac- 
count There  may  be  drones  in  our  midst,  but  we  have  only  to  look 
backward  to  the  long  stretches  that  lie  between  us  and  the  Temple,  to 
see  that  faithful  breasts  have  been  the  rule,  different  ones  the  exception. 
An  organization  having  no  other  cohesive  principle  than  the  voluntary 
support  of  its  members,  could  novor  have  stood  so  long  a  beacon  light 
shining  in  the  dark,  if  there  were  not  faithful  watchers  to  keep  the  lamp 
trimmed,  and  the  vessel  filled  with  oil. 

Now  since  the  individual  is  the  all  essential  clement  in  creating  the 
general  result ;  is  invested  with  so  much  power,  and  so  much  depends 
for  success  upon  his  particular  zeal,  it  follows  that  unless  he  is  elevated 
in  his  principles,  and  raised  to  a  high  standard  in  his  morals,  the  society 
which  he  composes  will  be  correspondingly  lowered  in  its  tone,  and 
dragged  down  to  the  low  level  that  he  makes  for  it. 

It  is  no  matter  that  a  society  has  a  high  object ;  if  it  be  not  composed 
of  men  who  themselves  have  high  principles  to  act  up  to  that  object,  it 
will  in  execution  assume  a  downward  trend  ;  the  good  of  the  object  will 
fade  out  unfulfilled  ;  or  be  made  to  remain  content  with  a  lesser  grade 
of  performance.  You  can  not  expect  the  fountain  muddied  at  its  source, 
to  send  forth  the  pure  stream  that  was  designed  for  it.        *         * 

When  the  great  Frederick  of  Prussia  organized  his  National  Guard,  he 
permitted  only  those  to  enlist  therein  who  were  six  leet  high  by  actual 
measurement  This  selection  from  the  most  perfect  types  ot  physical 
manhood,  created  a  splendid  body  of  soldiery,  whose  imposing  appear- 
ance commanded  the  attention  of  every  one  wherever  they  went  ;  and  I 
doubt  not  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  so  conspicuously  one  of  a  chosen 
band,  had  the  effect  of  making  each  man  a  better  soldier. 
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Cerrainlf,  BratlirGii,  we  eoald  uot  do  better  than  to  carry  the  great 
MoDAtch't  precept  oa  to  phjHioil  quRlificatioui  iuto  the  tDoial  Bifere, 
nud  Kaj*  tbat  uo  man  can  enlmt  among  U8,  unleaA  in  conJact  una  pore 
priuciplGH  lie  stAndH  six  feet  hiRh  without  lieelH  1 

When  the  couduct  of  each  memhct  is  squared  b;  this  inlo,  the  eociety 
which  thoj-  oompoBe  can  not  fail  to  be  darable.  EiperimtntH  tliFit  haya 
been  iiinile  in  governing  men  in  the  past  go  to  show,  that  tbo^e  systemB 
are  lonf^nr  lived  where  an  elevated  manhood  ia  established  and  appenled 
to  to  IniJ,  than  wlioro  force  is  employed  to  diirr,  the  subject.  Tho  toroi- 
blc  iiiny  for  a  lime  overawe  and  terrify  the  citizen,  but  in  lime  it  becomes 
the  victim  of  its  own  blind  fury  ;  and  turning  npon  itself  dies  from  the 

Jtiisonry  in  Arkansas,  oa  Ihpee  proceedings  fully  attest,  is  marching  on 
nnder  ablu  and  experienced  leaders  to  the  conqnest  of  the  difflcnlties  in- 
cident to  it<t  location  in  a  State  bat  recently  the  border  land  of  internecine 
strife,  rebounding  with  ■'  war's  dread  olatms,"  and  aoonrged  by  its  havoo 
and  desolations  until  the  light  of  true  civilization  bad  flickered  as  if 
abont  to  be  eitinguitJiod  amidst  the  Ibroes  of  rcvolntion.  Peace,  gentle 
restorer !  came  at  last  to  renew  the  hopes  and  inspire  the  efforts  of  the 
good  and  wlso,  to  clear  away  the  mbbish  from  the  Temple,  to  bnild  np 
the  wnnte  places  and  bring  order  and  enterprise  to  the  reacoe  of  State 
and  Frutcrnity  from  the  dominion  of  war  and  discord.  Now,  both  polit- 
ically and  socially,  oar  friends  in  Arkansas  are  enjoying  a  new  dispeaaa- 
tion  of  peace,  progress  and  plenty.  A  well  desorved  reoompense  for  the 
triale  and  perplexities  of  the  poet,  and  none  so  well  appreciate  or  so  pro- 
perly utilize  Iheso  pleasantly  changed  conditions  as  oar  brethren  of  the 
mystic  tie.  as  a  sammer's  sojoam  and  intimate  interaourse  with  thorn 
enables  the  writer  moat  feelingly  to  assert 


la.  as  heretofore,  nnder  charge  of  our  Brother,  Geo.  E.  Dodge  of  Little 
Bock,  who  has  in  ihu  report  before  os  illuatrated  alike  his  general  Intel* 
ligencc  and  peculiar  aptness  (or  the  special  duties  of  a  reviewer. 

He  gives  the  procecdiogs  of  Alabama  (5Ttb  annual  communiofttion) 
due  and  fraternal  conaidcration,  Allodos  briefly  to  the  address  of  G.  M. 
Pillana,  and  notices  appropriately  the  death,  as  announced  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, of  P.  G.  11.  James  McCaleb  Wiley.  Qives  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspond  once,  through  its  Chairman,  a  puff  and  a  blow. 
Thanks  fur  tbe  coni|>liment,  the  reprimand  ve  will  endeavor  to  return  in 
kind  should  a  fitting  occasion  arise.  We  ore  too  grateful  still  to  Brother 
Dixlge  for  recent  pleasant  and  well  appreciated  civilities  exteDded  to  onr 
iuvalld  self,  while  tarrying  awhile  in  Little  Bock  last  September,  to 
think,  just  yet,  of  retaliation.    Only  this  we  mnst  ejaculate,  in  that  re- 
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gard  :  Brother  D.,  when  our  comments  appeared  too  *'th'm^''  you  should 
have  considered  the  thickness  of  the  address  to  which  they  related.  Was 
there  no  discoverable  fitness  in  opposing  a  thin  foil  to  a  thick  foible  /  or  is 
the  present  (tense)  so  comprehensive  as  to  absorb  the  past  and  include 
the  future?  Brother  D.,  after  an  interesting  review  of  all  reports  sub- 
mitted to  him,  thus  alludes  in  "conclusion*'  to  the  general  situation, 
which  we  quote  approvingly  : 

The  attitude  of  American  Grand  Lodges  towards  Foreign  Grand 
Bodies,  remains  almost  unchanged.  If  there  has  been  any  change,  it  has 
not  been  in  the  direction  of  closer  alliance  or  more  fraternal  relations. 
We  are  drifting  further  away  from  the  Grand  Orients  and  Grand  Ck>nfed- 
erations,  and  the  conviction  forces  itself  more  strongly  every  year  upon 
the  observant  Mason,  that  we  have  very  little  in  comuiou  with  Masonry 
as  organized  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.  Exceptions— like  that  for 
instance,  in  the  case  of  Switzerland— are  not  to  be  forgotten.  This  con- 
dition of  affairs  seems  to  give  greater  lorce  and  efficacy  to  the  American 
doctrine  of  exclusive  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  on  our  side  of  the  water. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  say,  that  Masonry  in  America  appears  to  l>e  in  a 
quiet  and  comfortable  condition  ;  and  is  enjoying  a  kind  of  prosperity 
more  the  result  of  keeping  out  of  trouble,  than  of  any  brilliant  achieve- 
ment to  which  we  can  point. 

ORAND   OFFICERS  ELECT. 

M.  W.  Brother  George  Thomburg Grand  Master. 

K,  W.  Brother  L.  E.  Barber Grand  Secretary. 

CALIFORNIA. 

We  are  favored  with  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  California,  at  its  twenty-ninth  (29th)  Grand  Annual  Communica- 
tion, held  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday  the  8th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, A.  D,  1878.  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Mills  Browne  presided  in 
the  Grand  East,  and  opened  in  ample  form  a  Grand  Lodge  comprising, 
in  addition  to  its  constituents  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  officers,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  173  (of  a  total  of  201)  chartered  Lodges,  with  delegates 
from  6  Lodges  U.  D.  The  record  is,  as  usual,  voluminous  and  very 
interesting,  much  detail  work  having  been  dispatched  with  commendable 
zeal  and  thoroughness. 

We  know  not  how  better  to  acquaint  our  readers  jvith  the  true  charac- 
teristics of  our  brother  craftsmen  in  this  great  Hive  of  the  Occident— this 
**  ultima  thule"  of  civilization,  where  the  tide  of  empire  stays  its  onward 
march  only  in  respect  to  the  Pacific  barrier  which  cautions  against  an 
advance  likely  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the  races  keeping  watch  over  the 
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craille  land  of  onr  mce,  bo  grown  and  impioveil  as  to  bo  anknowa  and 
unknowabla  to  their  orieutiil  prugttuitor!i — tliitu  by  oopions  eitracte  from 
the  full  auil  able  addregHeH  of  theii  Grand  Offioerx.  This  wa  proceod  to 
do  by  quoting,  UrAt,  from  the  aann:t1  address  of  Omiid  UuHter  Browoe. 
Of  geoeml  principlex  nud  prdvnlout  eiion  ha  IhuE  discourses: 

"  The  defense  of  niasunry  may  be  aitfely  left  to  ilaell,  while  ite  beauties 
and  attriiRlioDS,  either  mystical,  Buutitneutnl,  oi  Hociul,  wilt  have  a  mas- 
terly portniyul  in  the  imp^uiHiutied  eloijaeuue  of  our  brother,  the  Grand 
Olutor.  Ua  will  bring  dowers,  whoi>e  coliir  and  fragrance  will  eunpture 
tbu  twiiBSH.  1  will  give  you  fruit— tba  half-ripened  with  the  mellowed — 
the  KHVory  with  the  iiiipLilHtable. 

FiLulla  may  be  found  iu  the  best  syGtema.  and  irrefEuturities  eiint  in  the 
best  muthuds.  Met)  do  thingH  in  oppoHitiou  to  original  resolution,  and 
when  done  are  luttouishcd  ut  the  act.  Men,  however  eicelleuC  iu  good- 
nesH,  liiive  inomenlit  of  wtuiktiess- monieuti  wbeu  the  cluaruetM  of  their 
moral  perceptions  IK  clouded.  So  societies,  like  individuals,  are  purer 
Buuie  diLys  tbun  others, 

Ccrlaiu  Masonit  have  erroneous  ideiia  as  to  the  true  intent  of  practical 
Masonry,  and  these  idem*,  when  entertained  by  the  outer  world,  become, 
iu  its  estimation,  facts.  Now  it  is  not  a  tact  that  it  is  a  system  of  beue- 
fitH  and  endowments,  that  it  is  a  membership  to  promotu  business  inlet- 
osts.  or  that  in  any  way  its  workings  recognize  its  receipts  as  loans,  from 
which  a  proportiouale  benefit,  in  manner  of  a  return,  may  be  derived. 
It  is  purely  and  simply  a  system  of  practical  charity  in  its  highest  seUBe, 
disbursing  ita  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  suffering,  without 
spocilic  amount  or  defined  allowance,  hut  corresponding  in  sums  to  the 
actaat  want . 

It  is  not  a  fact  that  it  is  a  club  or  place  merely  of  social  gathering,  an 
AHsembli^ie  of  boon  companions  for  conviviality  or  selfish  grutihcation. 
It  is  a  companionship  of  brothers,  united  by  mystic  bonrls,  which,  while 
affording  gratification  to  the  social  feelings,  finds  new  motives  and  added 
obligalious  to  rectitude  of  life,  and  to  the  practice  of  the  genuineness  of 
beuevoleuce  :  a  xociuty  for  instrnclion,  for  the  promotion  of  public  and 
private  virtues,  for  the  encour^tgement  of  social  improvement  in  every 
form,  lor  the  enhancement  and  refinemout  of  common  life,  and  for  the 
advocacy  of  reformatory  Hcliemes  with  iutent  to  cope  HuoeeHSfully  with 
social  mischief. 

It  is  not  a  fact  that  it  is  co-e<jaal  with,  or  takes  the  place  of,  religion. 
It  is  n  perfect  system  of  morality,  of  no  nationality,  and,  as  such,  is  the 
consurviitor  of  religion.  It  progresses  with  the  highest  civilization,  and. 
by  its  projia^tion  of  human  symimthy,  unites  men  of  all  nations  in  one 
commou  bond  of  unity.  Masonry  has  no  creed  hut  faith;  it  cherisbes 
hope  and  feara  not,  and  employs  cJiarity  in  place  ot  persecution.  Al- 
though discountenanced  by  suspicion,  and  eioommuiiicatad  by  jealousy, 
it  continnea  to  be  recognized  as  a  steadfast  and  powerful  instrameot  foe 
the  promotion  of  peace  and  good  will  among  men. 

There  is  a  popular  belief  that  Manons,  when  acting  as  jodges,  jarars, 
or  citizens,  lre<iuontly  permit  the  guilty  meaibers  of  the  Craft  to  escape 
such  justice  as  they  would  measiiri)  to  those  not  members  of  the  order. 
An  eminent  officer  of  the  government  addreiwed  me  on  this  subject,  and 
althongh  buUeviug  that  such  conduct  was  in  opposition  to  the  law  of 
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masonry,  yet  he  had  no  faith  that  it  was  adopted  by  many  as  the  rule  for 
their  gaidanco.  Not  long  since  one  of  the  Craft  was  tried  in  this  State 
for  murder.  The  evidence  adduced  was  such  as  would  authorize  convic- 
tion, yet  the  jury  failed  to  agree,  nine  being  in  favor  of  a  verdict  for 
murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  three  for  it  in  the  second  degree.  Of  the 
nine,  four  were  masons— of  the  three,  two  were  masons;  and  the  public 
generally  believed  that  the  disagreement  was  occasioned  b}'  masonic  influ- 
ence in  behalf  of  the  accused,  because  he  was  a  mason.  If  the  brothers 
who  adhered  to  the  lesser  finding  were  controlled  by  the  fact  simply  that 
the  accused  was  a  maf;on,  then  it  is  hardly  necessar}'  to  infonn  you  that 
they  failed  to  do  their  duty  as  jurors,  and  had  no  precedent  for  such 
action  in  masonic  law. 

Masonry  acknowledges  the  supremacy  of  the  government,  enforces  res- 
pect for  the  civil  magistrates,  and  enjoins  upon  its  followers  an  obedience 
to  law,  to  be  exemplary  in  the  discharge  of  civic  duties,  and  to  be  quiet 
ftnd  peaceable  citizens.  It  does  not  array  itself  against  law,  or  seek, 
however  remotely,  to  shield  the  guilty  from  punishment.  It  has  its  own 
trials,  and  convicts  offenders  who  have  been  acquitted  in  civil  courts  by 
reason  of  legal  or  verbal  technicalities;  and  while  it  exercises,  as  far  as 
practicable,  a  sympathizing  equity,  it  exacts,  when  the  occasion  demands, 
a  rigid  justice.  There  is  no  condonation  of  crime  in  masonry.  One  is 
first  a  citizen,  then  a  mason.  Bad  citizens  make  bad  masons.  Good 
masons  are  always  good  citizens.  They  recognize  their  duties  to  society 
as  paramount,  and  are  aware  that  the  general  welfare  reaches  them  as 
well  as  others;  that,  as  all  is  more  than  a  part,  their  duties  as  good  citi- 
zens to  the  common  community  are  among  their  primary  obligations; 
and  that  support  to  the  laws  and  the  punishment  of  law-breaking  is  alike 
expected,  irrespective  of  the  professions  of  the  off'enders.  It  is  time  that 
less  informed  masons  and  the  non-masouic  community  should  be  told 
that  neither  judge  nor  jury,  as  masons,  have  a  right  to  avert  a  merited 
punishment  from  a  guilty  mason,  or  in  any  civil  procedure  to  have  their 
verdicts  influenced  in  favor  of  a  party  because  he  is  a  mason.  This  is 
not  masonry,  and  if  it  were,  then  masonry  would  be  justly  doomed. 

There  is  a  disposition  manifested  by  some  Lodges  to  accumulate  money, 
apparently  for  the  sake  of  accumulation,  and  to  avoid,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances win  permit,  its  disbursement  in  the  care  of  the  sick  and  burial 
of  the  dead.  If  the  duty  can  be  performed  by  others  upon  whom  the 
recipient  may  have  no  claims,  it  is  most  willingly  acquiesced  in;  the 
motive  in  such  instances  being  how  to  avoid  doing  it  This  is  an  un- 
pleasant fact,  but  its  truth  can  not  be  truthfully  denied.  I  fail  to  under- 
stand the  object  of  our  institution,  if  it  be  only  to  exhibit  its  principles 
in  words,  rather  than  in  administering  to  each  other's  necessities  unsel- 
fishly. The  Persians  say:  *'  I  consider  him  as  my  friend  who  tnkee  me 
by  the  hand  in  the  season  of  adversity  and  distress."  This  is  masonry — 
the  other  is  not.  Lodges  should  care  for  their  own,  and  see  that  their 
burdens  be  not  imposed  upon  others.  Accumulate  as  much  as  you  desire, 
but  make  the  accumulation  for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  most  good.  If 
the  treasury  be  exhausted,  then  have  recourse  to  i)er$oual  donations;  if 
this  be  impracticable,  then  surrender  your  charter.  The  suffering  will 
suffer,  and  the  dead  will  remain  unburiod,  if  dependent  only  upon 
masonic  professions.     The  truth  often  hurts,  but  pain  is  frequently  em- 
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p)ojed  to  care  n  diseoaed  nambaees.  You  who  eapeoially  dislike  the 
vepeering  of  miuoiiiy  are  willini:;  to  receive  the  trath. 

J'he  meaiirt  alleiutan'x  al  tlie  funenxl  of  a  brolher,  tolack  iio(  ui^rfqiiently 
happen),  is  'iniAlier  dep!<rrahlt  fad.  Thin  remark  is  applicable  mniolf  to 
mniioiis  who  reside  in  large  commnnitiea.  To  pti;  tbe  last  sod  tribate  of 
renpect  to  a  dcceoiied  brother.  U)  ovince  to  his  family  nud  frieods  the 
«Btimation  had  of  his  chnractor  aad  the  regret  ei:periouced  at  his  lose, 
and  [o  exhibit  to  the  pnblie  that  tha  brotherhood  porfornu  that  which  it 
profeHsee,  am  ilotiee  not  to  he  omitted  without  injury  to  the  Fraternity. 
Jl  may  Twofsnil'ile  some  ineo»ftnit}ice;  it  rri/uirea  a  tUlle  limi  to  (icconipanj/ 
the  deiHirlal  brnlher  Ui  hin  rcslin'i-filace.  there  to  cant  the  evergreou  and  Rive 
the  furowelli  hut  the  incoDveaience  will  soon  be  forgotteo.  aiu)  the  time 
will  uot  ho  regretted,  in  the  cooiioiousQCiaB  of  having  done  unto  him  that 
which  yon  would  have  done  aaUi  you  when  the  euding  comee.  To  honor 
the  deod  in  comneDdnhlG:  to  iguore  the  dead  ia  lamentuble.  Masonry 
iuculcntes  the  fiisl,  and  condernDs  the  lost." 

After  Kpeflkiug  Id  terms  of  poioted  Find  juat  rebolte  of  oertain  Lodge 
nbuaoH,  iuclading  fanlty  records,  tbe  prevalence  of  cliques  and  rings, 
attempts  at  proHelytism  el  ill  of  errors  not  at  all  peculiar  to  California 
masonry,  ho  gives  a  geaerAl  view  of,  and  useful  caution  to,  bis  Lodges, 
in  tbe  following  words: 

"I  have  now  offlcinlly  visited  every  one  of  the  thirty-two  distriots  of 
our  large  jurisdiction,  inclading  that  at  the  Hawaiian  Ltlands.  Some  of 
the  dititriclK  have  h(en  visited  thnce,  many  twice,  hut  oil  once.  When 
one  coTisiders  the  cxleut  of  the  State  of  California,  which  emtimces  nearly 
as  many  square  miles  a«  are  comprised  in  the  New  Enghind  and  Middia 
States  comiiiued,  or,  in  other  words,  a  territory  suSiciently  large  to  form 
twenty-four  States  of  the  «ize  of  Massac huEetts,  one  will  better  nnder- 
Blaud  the  number  of  milea  traveled  in  making  these  viaitatinnB.  If  also 
it  be  considered  that,  to  reacii  many  of  the  localities,  it  required  uot 
only  transit  by  wal«r.  but  over  rongh  and  tediously  long  roads,  one  will 
better  understand  the  fatigue  endured  and  the  time  required.  Fntigne 
aud  limo,  however,  are  not  to  he  arrayed  in  opposition  to  the  pleasure 
enjoyed,  the  iuHtruction  imparted,  and  tbe  information  obtained,  resnlt- 
ing  from  an  individual  nsHocialinn  with  the  brethren,  listening  to  tbeil 
grievances,  reconciling  ilifferences,  establishing  closer  relations,  futd 
having  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  community,  its  resources  and  probnbla 
fatnre,  iu  connection  with  the  lral«rnity.  It  is  true  that  the  duly  per- 
formed in  making  these  visitations  was  self-impoaad,  yet  It  is  a  duty 
which  1  think  pertains  to  the  office  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  it  may  have  continuance. 

I  cotUd  well  wnptoy  the  language  used  iu  my  last  meesage,  retarding 
the  fiaternit;  throughout  tbe  jurisdiction,  were  it  not  a  reiteration,  so 
closely  dons  tbe  condition  of  the  past  year  approximate  (o  that  of  tbe 

E resent.  The  causes  of  financial,  commercial,  and  industrial  depression 
aviDg  been  bat  partly  removed,  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  Lodges 
is  not  Bubatautially  different,  although  the  indications  are  lavorahle  for 
an  immediate  activity.  The  causes  which  interrnpt  the  harmony,  retard 
the  growth,  and  impair  the  effioiency  of  Lodges,  are  almost  invariable, 
and  when  looked  for.  where  these  unfortunate  oonditions  exist,  are  always 
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found  (I  have  repeated  them  so  often  that  yon  will  have  already  antici- 
pated the  stereotyped  phrases, )  in  lack  of  attendance  and  interest  in 
Lodge  labors,  reckless  introdnction  of  material,  persistent  misnse  and 
malignant  abuse  of  the  blackball,  and  non  or  tardy  payment  of  dues. 
To  these  may  be  added  a  cause  incident  to  the  existence  of  a  clique,  or. 
If  you  will  pardon  the  expression,  a  ring  which  saps  the  very  vitality  of 
the  Lodge.  Fortunately  this  cause  is  not  of  prevalence,  but  it  is  certain 
that  it  does  exist  in  a  limited  degree.  A  brother  who  has  failed  in  his 
preferment  for  office,  or  who  has  a  friend  who  has  failed,  or  has  been 
rejected,  or  who  can  not  control  the  action  of  the  Lodge  sufficiently  well 
to  suit  his  views,  or  to  use  the  old  simile  of  Plato,  has  not  his  horses 
sufficiently  well  in  hand,  feels  aggrieved,  and,  in  ventilating  his  grievan- 
ces, attracts  others  similarly  situated,  who  by  nature,  are  intended  to  be 
always  in  opposition;  and  thus  there  becomes  established  a  clique  or  ring 
in  political  parlance,  whose  watchword,  if  taken  from  its  actions,  is  rule 
or  ruin.  If  they  can  not  rule  they  pursue  a  ruinous  policy,  as  manilested 
by  discord  and  inefficiency  within,  and  unhappy  reputation  and  reproach 
without.  This  is  no  exaggeration;  such  conditions  do  exist,  but  it  is  not 
masonry.  If  it  were,  you  would  exclaim.  Away  with  it !  It  h>i8  been 
said  that  the  mother  eagle  compels  her  young  ones  to  fly  by  putting  a 
thorn  into  their  nest.  I  know  of  nothing  that  would  be  more  efficacions 
in  increasing  the  number  of  non-affiliates  than  such  Lodge  management. 
This  is  writen  in  a  sad,  as  well  as  a  condemnatory  spirit;  and,  knowing 
the  disastrous  effects,  it  has  occasioned  many  an  anxious  and  regretful 
thought,  and  the  strength  of  these  reflections  is  *  in  being  true  to  the 
truth.'  When  such  things  are  done  in  the  name  of  Masonry,  I  am  re- 
minded of  an  illustration,  by  Saadi,  in  the  Gulistan,  which  reads  thus: 
"A  man  with  a  disagreeable  voice  was  reading  the  Koran  aloud,  when  a 
holy  man  passing  by  asked  what  was  his  monthly  stipend.  He  answered 
•  nothing  at  all.'  He  resumed — *  why  then  do  you  take  so  much  trouble  ?' 
He  replied,  •  I  read  for  the  sake  of  God. '  The  other  rejoined,  •  For  God's 
sake  do  not  read ;  for  if  you  read  the  Koran  in  this  manner  you  will 
destroy  the  splendor  of  Islamism.'  And  so,  if  this  be  done  for  the  sake 
of  masonry,  then  for  masonry's  sake,  let  us  pray  that  it  may  not  be 
done." 

We  quote  the  following  decisions: — 

**  Question. — Is  it  competent  for  the  Master  to  dismiss  a  case  when 
charges  have  been  preferred  against  a  brother,  on  the  production  of  a 
transcript  of  the  record  of  a  Grand  Jury  ignoring  the  case  when  presented 
before  it?  Succeeding  this  action,  a  member  preferred  charges  and  com- 
missioners were  elected . 

Answer. — The  action  of  a  grand  jury  does  not  obviate  a  masonic  inves- 
tigation. As  charges  are  made  and  commissioners  are  elected,  it  is 
advisable  that  the  trial  proceed,  in  equity  to  the  accused  and  to  the  fra- 
ternity . 

Questicm. — ^ihould  charges  be  returned  to  the  accuser,  in  a  case  where 
a  reconciliation  has  occurred  before  the  election  of  commissioners,  or 
should  they  be  retained  in  the  archives  of  the  lodge  ? 

Ansioer. — The  case  having  been  settled  without  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Lodge,  there  is  no  propriety  in  filing  the  charges  in  the  Lodge  ar- 
chives . 

Question. — Has  a  Lodge  the  right  to  give,  or  sell  for  a  nominal  price,  a 
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valuable  tract  of  land  to  any  number  of  persons,  for  them  to  incorporate 
nnder  the  laws  of  the  State  as  a  Masonic  Cemetery  Association  ? 

Atvticer. — If  a  Lodge  owns  real  estate,  not  required  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Lodge,  it  has  the  undoubted  right  to  dispose  of  the  same,  provided 
that  due  notice  of  the  intended  action  be  given,  and  if,  at  a  stated  meet* 
ing,  the  proposition  be  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

QueslUm. — Is  a  nou-afifiiiate  required  to  make  application  to  the  nearest 
Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  resides? 

Ansicer. — No;  he  can  apply  for  affiliation  with  any  Lodge  in  this  juris- 
diction. 

QnestiKm  — Are  the  members  of  a  Lodge  entitled  to  know  the  name  of 
a  brother  who  objects  to  the  initiation  of  a  candidate  elected  to  receive 
the  degrees? 

AusiofT  —No.  It  is  suflicient  for  the  Master  to  know  that  an  objection 
is  made  and  that  it  is  a  valid  one. 

Question.— Ih  there  any  remedy  to  prevent  a  member  from  voting  nega- 
tively when  the  same  is  the  result  of  malice,  spile,  or  prejudice? 

Answer. — The  ballot  is  secret  and  inviolable,  is  a  mason's  great  prerog- 
ative, and  is  without  question,  except  on  the  ground  of  an  unintentional 
or  suspected  misbike.  It  is  not  competent  to  demand  of  a  member  his 
reason  for  voting  in  the  negative,  and  there  is  no  power  to  deprive  him 
ot  his  vote,  even  if  it  be  apparent  that  it  is  adverse  to  the  applicant  by 
reason  of  malice,  spite,  or  prejudice. 

Q)iefit ion.— ^hkiW  a  blank  be  counted? 

Answer.— ^o.  Obviously,  in  a  contested  election,  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  any  one  would  purposely  deposit  a  blank;  and  when  found, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  a  blank  adher- 
ing to  a  written  ballot.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  blanks  have  never  been 
counted. 

As  to  the  eligibility  of  persons  for  the  degrees,  in  the  cases  of  one  who 
had  lost  the  second  tinger  of  the  right  hand,  of  one  who  had  lost  two 
fingers  of  the  right  hand,  of  one  who  had  a  contracted  right  thumb 
touching  the  palm,  and  of  another  with  a  stiflf  knee.  I  had  only  to  reply 
that  a  regulation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  tequires  that  a  candidate  must  have 
his  right  limbs  as  a  man  ought  to  have,  and  be  able  to  conform  literally 
to  what  the  several  degrees  respectively  require  of  him. 

His  response  to  the  cry  of  distress  from  the  (then)  yellow  fever  districts 
was  alike  prompt  and  munificent  See  annexed  quotation  from  his  ad- 
dress : 

In  coDsulhxtion  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  it  was  determined  to  send 
by  telegmph-transfer  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  the  Grand 
Secretaries  of  Masons  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee,  we  as- 
suming the  pecuniary  responsibility.  The  intended  action  was  submitted 
to  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  the  Grand  Treasurer,  who  acquiesced 
therein  and  wished  to  assume  a  proportionate  responsibility.  Fifteen 
hundred  dollars  were  drawn  from  the  General  Fund  and  forwarded.  In 
its  acknowledgment,  the  statement  of  the  situation  presented  was  such 
that  I  immediately  caused  a  circular  letter  to  be  issued  to  the  Lodges,  in- 
viting their  contributions.  How  promptly  and  generously  this  was 
responded  to  will  be  shown  by  a  report  to  be  made  by  the  Grand  Secre* 
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tary.  Several  Lodges  had  anticipated  the  receipt  of  the  circular  by  for- 
"warding  their  donations,  and  the  members  of  others  bad  given  through 
other  funds.  From  moneys  thus  obtained,  in  addition  to  the  amounts 
above  mentioned  as  sent  from  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  five  hun- 
dred dollars  were  sent  to  Louisiana,  and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each  to 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  while  more  than  three  thousand  dollars  still 
remain  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  information  having  been  received  that 
no  further  remittances  were  needed. 

Brother  James  C.  Batchelor,  Grand  Secretary  of  Louisiana,  wrote  from 
New  Orleans,  as  follows  : 

It  was  our  wish  to  be  able  to  do  without  assistance,  so  that  it  might  be 
cootributed  to  others  who  possibly  might  need  it  more  than  we,  but  the 
demands  upon  the  Relief  Lodge  are  multiplying,  and  we  now  deem  it 
proper  to  accept,  that  we  may  not  risk  the  possibility  of  being  unable  to 
meet  the  distress  and  wants  of  our  suffering  brethren  from  other  juris- 
dictions. On  receipt  of  the  funds,  I  shall  immediately  transfer  the 
amount  to  Belief  Lodge,  as  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Califoruia,  whose 
well  known  philanthropy  has  heretofore  been  so  often  chronicled  as  to 
make  the  present  tender  no  surprise  ;  and  we  hope  that  the  disposition 
of  (,the  amount  and  the  relief  afforded  will  meet  the  expectations  of 
the  kind  donors. 

Brother  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary  of  Mississippi,  wrote  from  Jack- 
son, in  the  following  terms  : 

Will  draw  as  requested  to-day.  We  are  very  grateful  and  will  hereafter 
make  more  appropriate  acknowledgment  I  have  hardly  time  to  keep  up 
with  the  demands  ui>on  me.  All  funds  received  are  distributed  at  once 
to  Vicksburg,  Port  Gibson,  and  Grenada.  The  fever  has  just  broken  out 
here,  but  we  had  obtained  a  local  subscription  that  may  be  sufficient. 
The  enclosed  *  extra,'  which  I  try  to  print  daily,  will  show  you  the  situa- 
tion. We  have  at  least  six  weeks  more  to  go  through.  All  is  gloom  and 
almost  despair.  May  God  help  us !  Our  good  friends  all  over  the 
country  are  doing  what  they  can. 

Afterwards  he  telegraphed  : 

Thanks  for  your  third  contribution.  Our  California  brethren  have 
done  enough.  Please  donH  send  more.  Remittances  now  coming  from 
other  places  will  be  ample.  Have  supplied  all  pressing  cases,  and  will 
have  something  for  the  widows  and  orphans  when  fever  subsides.  May 
you  always  be  able,  as  yon  always  have  been  willing,  to  help  the  dis- 
tressed. 

Brethren,  during  my  administration  no  act  has  occasioned  to  me  such 
gratification  as  that  which  was  afforded  by  your  true  Masonic  response  to 
my  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  destitute  and  sufferiug.  By  it  you  have  illus- 
trated the  principle  which  Jisserts  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and  by  it  you 
have  exhibited  that  unselfish  love  so  poetically  described  by  Schiller  : 

"  Have  love.     Not  love  alone  for  one,  but  man  as  man  thy  brother  call, 
And  scatter,  like  the  circling  sun,  thy  charities  on  all.'/ 

Grand  Master  Browne  alludes  very  appropriately  and  most  feelingly  to 
the  deaths  of  William  Edward  Moody,  assistant  Grand  Secretary,  and 
Henry  Huntly  Haight,  Past  Grand  Orator  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Oalifomia  from  1867  to  1871,  of  whom  the  mortuary 
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record  abonnds  with  expressions  of  praise  as  a  citizen,  lawyer,  gentleman, 
and  brother,  closing  with  the  exclamation  :  **  He  leaves  us  nought  bnt 
pleasant  memories  of  his  life  and  grief  for  his  untimely  death." 

Brother  Thos.  Gaard  delivered  the  annual  oration,  treating  of  masonry 
most  acceptably  and  eloquently  under  a  sevenfold  cable  of  strength  and 
beauty,  spun  of  the  self-preservative  cords  of  antiquity,  mystery,  govom- 
meut,  charity,  skill,  fraternity,  and  knowledge  of  immorUdiiy,  We  have 
enjoyed  this  interesting  and  suggestive  address,  and  while  we  dare  not 
reproduce  many  of  its  beauties  must,  nevertheless,  give  our  readers  a 
taste  of  its  qualities  ;  choosing  one  specimen  from  that  portion  treating 
of  '  mystery  '  as  an  element  of  masonic  stability  and  prosperity,  viz  : 

It  appeals  to  us  by  the  element  of  the  mysterious.  This  susceptibility 
of  our  nature  in  incessantly  touched,  from  the  moment  of  our  entrance 
upon  life.  Wo  enter  at  birth  a  universe  in  which  wonder  is  excited, 
cnrioHity  elicited,  investigation  challenged,  at  every  step  of  our  progress 
from  the  cr.idlo  to  the  tomb.  Every  leaf  incloses  a  mystery,  every  atom 
is  a  world,  and  every  iu«ect  an  abyss  of  wonders.  The  ceaseless  play  of 
life  within  me,  the  genesis  of  thought,  the  growth  of  a  habit,  the  forma- 
tion of  character, — a  mystery,  over  which  PioATo  bonds  with  fervent  gaze, 
and  in  whose  gaze  Locke  may  well  lose  his  way.  And  this  mysterious- 
ness,  investing  all  things,  is  no  mean  stimulant  in  the  breast  and  brain 
of  tnweler  and  explorer, — of  scholar  poring  over  dusty  scroll, — of  sci- 
entist, as  he  follows  the  comet, — as  he  deciphers  the  fossilography  of  the 
hoary  hills, — as  he  "fixes  a  sunbeam, '^  and  cross-questions  it  by  his 
spectrum, — as  he  heaves  the  lead  in  the  ethereal  waters  of  his  unseen 
spirit ;  or  as,  with  Bancroft,  he  explores  the  sepulchral  ruins  of  the 
tribes  that  once  lived  and  roamed,  hunted,  fought,  and  died,  when  our 
forefathers  worshipped  Tnon,  or  burned  incense  at  the  shrine  of  Woden. 

Man  is  "  Nature's  Priest,"  and  as  he  pursue^t  his  researches  he  is  but 
lifting,  fold  after  fold,  the  vails  suspended  in  Naturo*s  temple  ;  and  each 
parted  vail  at  once  admits  him  within  a  light  of  revelation  more  startling 
and  enravishing,  and  gives  his  clarified  eye  to  look  uix)n  another  curtain 
of  mystery,  behind  which  lurk  secrets  yet  more  subtle^ — wonders  still 
more  entrancing.  The  greater  the  mysteries  solved  the  profounder  is 
the  conviction  that  these  are  but  transparencies  compared  with  the 
thicker  curtains  that  yet  shall  dare  the  trembling  fingers  to  lift  or  part 
thom.  No  one  is  so  alive  to.  the  fact  of  mystery  as  the  man  most  wealthy 
in  his  acquisition  of  the  lore  of  physics  and  of  metaphysics.  And  yet 
the  mystery  is  not  because  of  sctiutiuess,  but  because  of  superfluity  of  the 
element.     *•  It  is  dark  with  excess  of  lighf 

Tho  light  of  morning  revealing,  after  a  starless  night  of  tempest,  while 
it  dissolves  the  mystery  of  the  gloom,  spreads  before  and  around  me  new 
mysteries  ;  a  mystery  in  every  pebble  and  in  every  plant ;  in  every  in- 
sect's instinct  and  in  every  wild  bird's  plumage  ;  in  every  snow-flake  and 
in  every  gem  ;  in  every  laughing,  leaping  school-boy's  spirit ;  and  in 
every  venerable  politician  who  assures  us  wat  he  has  expended  the  vital- 
ity of  his  brain  and  being  in  self-sacrificing  service  for  his  country's 
weal.     Mystery  !  mystery  !    It  is  everywhere  ;  and  when,  by  dying,  we 
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shall  pass  **  within  the  Tail,"  while  upon  much,  if  not  all,  thjb  mystery  of 
this  life  explanatory  light  shall  fall— never  as  then  shall  the  soal  appre- 
hend the  Inscrutability  of  being.  Then,  as  for  the  first  time,  shall  the 
marvels  of  existence  move  the  fountain  of  the  great  deep  of  onr  nature, 
and  bear  us  away  and  away  for  aye  in  effort  to  solve,  discover,  and  ex- 
plore. This  is  one  of  the  charms  of  the  life  that  now  is  ;  it  shall  be  no 
less  an  element  in  the  felicity  of  the  life  that  is  to  come. 

Our  Order  gratifies  and  provides  for  the  healthy  play  of  our  nature  by 
its  sublime  mysteries.  And  these  are  not  mysteries  of  iniquity.  Slan- 
derous libels  have  been  uttered  respecting  them,  I  know.  They  are  but 
the  spiteful,  the  malignant  fabrications  of  sanguinary  fanatics  or  of  a  de- 
praved priesthood.  With  ignoble  deeds  of  darkness  we  have  no  sympa- 
thy. Of  what  we  do,  of  what  we  teach,  we  fear  not  any  criticism.  Honor 
is  sacred  ;  reputation  is  inviolably  shielded  ;  and  every  brother  can  ex- 
claim, "I  dare  do  all  that  may  become  a  man  I" 

Who  can  object  to  or  oppose  such  r.  system  as  ours  ?  Is  he  a  moralist? 
Then  here  may  he  learn  the  purest  ethics  and  practice  the  most  manly 
virtues.  Is  he  a  patriot?  Then  here  may  he  be  helped  in  the  culture  of 
those  principles  which  uphold  government,  reverence  law,  and  promote 
that  righteousness  which  exalts  a  nation.  Is  he  a  philanthropist  ?  Then 
we  can  assure  him  that  no  less  profoundly  than  he  do  we  believe  that 
pure  Masonry,  and  undefiled  before  God  the  Father,  is  this— that  we  visit 
the  widow  and  fatherless  in  tbeir  affliction,  and  keep  ourselves  unspotted 
in  the  world.  Is  he  an  antiquarian  ?  Then  here  are  hoary  annals  for 
his  study  and  antique  customs  for  his  scrutiny.  Is  he  a  poet  ?  Then 
here  are  symbols  for  his  fancy,  and  sublimities  lor  his  imagination.  Is 
he  a  presbyter  or  priest?  Then  we  tell  him  that  religion  shall  find  in  us 
one  of  her  most  useful  auxiliaries,  one  of  her  most  fair  and  generous 
handmaidens,  and  that  the  theology  which  he  incidcates  we  live  to  em- 
body. Wo,  as  he,  believe  in  one  God  ;  as  he,  in  one  great  light  of  con- 
duct, the  Holy  Bible  ;  as  he,  in  one  great  comfort  and  help  in  all  seasons 
of  trii\l,  peril,  woe, — even  prayer  ;  and  as  he,  anticipate  another  and  a 
better  world. 

FOREIGN  CORBESPONDENCE. 

Brother  Wm.  H.  Hill,  Chairman,  presented  the  report  on  correspond- 
ence, reviewing  with  his  well  known  skill  and  thoroughness  the  proceed- 
ings of  5  '  Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1877— the  fifty- 
seventh  annual  communication. 

Of  Grand  Master  Pillans'  address,  he  says  : 

The  address  of  Grand  Mt\ster  Palmer  J.  Pillans — a  brief  but  well- 
written  document— was  presented  and  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary.  He 
expressed  his  regret  at  his  inability  to  attend  this  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  congratulated  the  Fraternity  on  the  "  better  dawning 
for  Masonry  in  the  State.  Though  but  few  lodges  had  been  formed,  yet 
several  of  those  which  had  become  dormant  had  been  recalled  to  life  and 
vigor."  He  had  issued  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  five  new 
lodges . 

The  Grand  Master  of  Wisconsin  having  complained  of  the  violation  of 
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his  jurisdiction,  in  conferring  the  degrees  upon  a  rejected  candidate  from 
that  State,  the  Grand  Master,  on  inquiry,  finding  the  complaint  well 
founded,  had  made  suitible  apologies,  and  the  good  feeling  between  the 
two  jurisdictions  continues. 

Several  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  published,  but  we  find 
none  calling  for  special  comment 

Brother  Hill  appears  to  have  taken  in  all  our  Alabama  doings,  likely 
to  interest  other  jurisdictions,  and,  as  a  general  remark,  seems  to  approve 
the  specimens  of  our  work  presented  for  criticism  in  the  hudgd  for  1877. 

Ho  has,  however,  a  strange  fancy  that  complexion  governs  the  human 
capacity  for  blnshhig.  It  is  true  that  there  is  a  color  attributed  to  the 
blHsh,  by  common  consent,  but  may  not  any  hue  of  complexion  reflect 
that  pleasantly  embarrassing  emotion?  by  which,  we  blush  to  own,  his 
retort  courteous  has  caused  our  naturally  ruddy  cheeks  to  glow  with  color 
rivaling  that  of  the  nihy.     He  says  : 

Wore  not  our  complexion  a  decided  brunette,  we  should  certainly  blush 
at  the  compliments  heaped  upon  our  unworthy  head  by  Brother  Beebs. 
Wr  wish  that  wo  deserved  a  tithe  of  the  kind  and  flattering  words  spoken. 
If  Brother  B.  always  does  as  well  as  in  this  and  his  preceding  report,  he 
need  not  fear  a  comparison  with  the  best  productions  of  his  confreres  of 
the  reportorial  corps.  Having  alluded  to  our  report,  he  follows  it  with 
this  pithy  comment :  "From  these  low  grounds  of  the  Gulf-coast  may 
this  pleasant  Hill  episode  lure  our  hesitating  feet  to  attempt  to  scale 
even  the  heights  of  California  attainments,"  And  so  much  higher,  wo 
add,  that  we  may  be  content  to  sit  at  his  feet  and  learn  wisdom. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  Mills  Brown  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Alex.  Gurdon  Abell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

CANADA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodgo  of  Canada  now  claim  our 
attention,  and  are  all  the  more  welcome  from  the  rcgretable  absence  from 
our  table  of  reports  from  that  Jurisdiction  for  several  years  past 

The  report  is  in  two  volumes— one  containing  the  j>roceeding8  of  five 
special  ceremonial  assemblings  and  of  the  regular  work  during  the  twen- 
ty-third grand  annual  communication,  held  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  com- 
mencing September  llth,  A.  D.  1878,  excepting  the  report  on  corree- 
pondeuce,  which  is  presented  in  the  second  volume  above  referred  to. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Brother  W.  H.  Weller  presided,  and  opened  in 
ample  form  a  Grand  Lodge  comprising,  with  the  usual  constituents  of 
Grand  Ofiicers  and  Grand  Representatives,  a  conBtitutional  quorom  of 
lodges  represented. 
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The  Grand  Master's  annnal  address  is  a  modest  recapitulation  of  the 
year*8  doings,  in  which  his  participation,  as  we  gather  from  the  following 
report  of  the  *' Board  of  General  Purposes,"  was  peculiarly  beneficial  to 
the  craft.     We  quote  in  part  their  report : 

In  considering  the  review  of  the  past  year,  presented  by  the  M.  W.  the 
Ghrand  Master,  in  his  address,  the  Board  desire  to  offer  him  their  con- 
gratulations at  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  Grand 
Lodge  have  been  conducted  under  his  direction.  It  must  be  gratifying 
alike  to  him  and  to  Grand  Lodge  to  mark  the  progress  made  during  the 
year  just  ended  by  the  Craft  in  our  jurisdiction,  much  of  which  is  due  to 
the  ability  and  tact  displayed  by  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  in  his  ex- 
alted position. 

The  continued  interest  in  Freemasonry  on  the  part  of  the  community 
at  large  is  evinced  by  the  Special  Communications  held  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  the  foundation  and  corner  stones  of  churches  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  while  the  erection,  dedication  and  cousecratiou  of  many 
new  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  Miisonry,  and  the  establishment  of  new 
Lodges  for  the  dissemination  of  the  principles  of  our  Order,  is  a  satisfac- 
tory indication  of  the  zeal  and  energy  of  our  brethren. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  countenance  which  Lodges  of  Instruction  held 
during  the  past  year  have  received  from  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master,  by 
his  personal  attendance,  patronage  and  approval,  will  prove  an  encour- 
agement to  the  Brethren  in  other  parts  of  this  jurisdiction,  au^  that  the 
advantages  of  such  assemblies  of  the  Craft  may  be  appreciated  by  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  proper  working  of  Lodges. 

Grand  Lodge  is  specially  indebted  to  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  for 
the  care  exercised  by  him  in  the  revision  of  By-laws  submitted  to  him, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  code  of  By-laws  submitted,  will  enable 
Xiodges  more  satisfactorily  to  adopt  such  regulations  as  are  within  their 
power  as  Subordinate  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master,  corroborated  by  **the  Board  of  General  Purposes," 
reports  a  satisfactory  financial  condition  as  follows  : 

The  balance  then  at  the  credit  of  Grand  Lodge  was $58,876  87 

[During  the  half  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  Uie  receipts  from 
all  sources  have  been. 7,654.  14 

Total $66,531  01 

The  payments  on  all  accounts  during  the  same  period  have 

been 6,436  89 

Leaving  at  our  credit $60,094  12 

Representing  the  following  amounts  at  credit  of  the  respective  lands, 
viz : 

General  Fund $30, 308  67 

Asylum  Fund 8,078  65 

Benevolent  Fund,  Investment 20,998  20 

"      Current 708  60 


tt 


$60,094  12 
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He  advises  thas  discreetly  as  to  action  in  the  Qaebec-Scotland  contro- 
yersy : 

The  G.  L.  of  Scotlarni  and  our  neighbor  the  G.  L.  of  Qnebec  are  not 
on  friendly  terms,  owiu^  to  (luestions  of  jurisdiction  that  have  arisen  of 
some  difficulty  and  of  some  importance.  I  refrain  from  discnssing  these 
(questions  now,  in  the  hope  that  the  rulers  of  the  Onift  in  both  jnri8<iic- 
tions  may  speedily  find  a  way  of  closing  the  breach  that  has  been  made. 
The  circular  forwarded  by  the  G  M.  of  Quebec,  and  the  printed  proceed- 
ings of  the  G.  L.  of  Scotland,  which  contain  all  the  official  information 
that  I  have  received  on  the  subject,  will  be  laid  before  you.  I  think  that 
in  the  interests  of  Masonry,  it  is  not  desirable  that  we  should  actively  in- 
terfere in  this  matter  at  present,  nor,  with  the  information  I  have  yet 
had,  express  any  opinion  upon  it. 

He  is  equally  correct  and  prudent,  we  think,  in  advising  as  to  the  mat- 
ters involved  in  the  annexed  paragraphs,  viz  : 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Spain,  Egypt  and  the  Island  of  Cuba  ask  for  for- 
mal recognition  and  exchange  of  representatives.  Freemasonry  in  the 
Queen  of  the  Antilles  is  not  in  a  satisfactory  state  at  present,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  both  claim- 
ing supreme  jurisdiction.  It  will  be  well  to  defer  the  recognition  of 
either  of  these  bodies. 

The  papers  received  relating  to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Egypt  and  the  resuscitation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain  are  submitted 
for  your  consideration. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Spain  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt  were  recog- 
nized.    Action  as  to  Cuba  and  Colon  was  deferred. 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes  submitted,  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
adopted,  the  following  edict  against 

THE  OBAND  OIUBNT  OP  FRANCE  : 

The  action  of  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master,  in  withdrawing  the  creden- 
tials of  our  representiitive  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  will  be  ap- 
proved of  by  every  member  of  Grand  Lodge — the  Grand  Orient  of  France 
having  erased  from  its  constitution  those  paragraphs  which  assert  a  be- 
lief in  the  existence  of  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soal.  Such  action 
can  only  be  received  as  an  abandonment  of  the  great  landmark  of  Free- 
masonry upon  which  the  principles  of  our  Order  are  formed,  and  it  is 
opposed  to  the  tniditions,  practice,  and  precepts  of  all  true  Masons  from 
the  earliest  period  of  our  history.  Such  a  departure  calls  for  decisive 
action,  and  demands  response,  with  no  uncertain  sound,  from  all  true 
Masons.  We,  therefore,  desire  to  record  our  determination  to  hold  no 
intercourse  with  any  Body  which  does  not  acknowledge  the  existence  of 
the  Supreme  Being— the  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U., — and  that  we  cannot  continue 
to  recognize  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  as  a  Masonic  body.  Lodges 
working  under  our  jurisdiction  will  henceforth  refuse  to  admit  as  a  Ma- 
son any  person  hailing  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  or  its  sabordi- 
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into  the  midst  of  their  own  Lodges  ;  they  see  themseWes  a  torn,  lacerated, 
divided  body.  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  coucerDs  them  alone. 
Brethren,  if  iudcud  this  were  a  matter  of  internal  dirioipliiie,— if  it  were 
one  of  those  qnestioub  of  internal  regulation  which  are  the  exclnsive 
property  of  each  national  Grand  Lodgo,— it  would  be  beside  our  duty,  it 
would  l>e  imi>ertiueut  in  us  to  iutcrfftre  with  it.  No  matter  what  the 
grievance  was,  no  muttor  what  the  loss  was  to  them,  we  should  have  no 
right  to  interfere.  But  we  do  interfere  on  this  broad  ground,  first  of  all, 
that  they  cannot  so  aflfoct  the  leading  principles  of  Masonry,  the  funda- 
uieuttil  principles  on  which,  through  generations  past — through  centu- 
ries past,  I  will  say,-  the  Craft  has  noted,  they  cannot  so  affect  them  with- 
out alleeting  the  whole  of  tliH  Masonic  body  ;  and  it  is  alike  our  right, 
and  our  duty,  to  nuso  our  voice.  But  we  Rjust  also  remember  that 
equally  questions  nrise  which  touch  us  intimately.  French  Masons  oome 
over  to  this  country  :  they  ask  for  admittance  into  our  Iiodges  ;  and  how 
can  we  admit  them  if  the  Masonry  of  France  be  not  pure  in  its  funda- 
mental principles.  We  do,  ourselves,  and  we  have,  perhaps,  the  right  to 
call  this  Grand  Lodge  the  motlier  Grand  Lmlge  of  all  Eurnpc,  we  do  our- 
selves, and  the  interests  of  the  Craft  which  are  committed  to  us,  a  griev- 
ous wrong  and  injustice,  if  we  are  silent  in  this  matter.  Brethren,  I  say 
that  these  questions,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  really  of  the  essence  of 
Freemasonry.  The  history,  the  traditions  of  Masonry  are  based  on  them, 
are  bound  up  in  them.  The  symbols  that  we  use.  the  charges  which  we 
deliver,  the  ceremonies  in  which  we  take  take  part,  if  these  principles  are 
to  be  discarded,  they  become  meaningless,  and  worse  than  meaningless, 
they  become  almost  ofiensivo  mockery  ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  would 
so  justify  the  scurrilous  taunts  that  have  been  thrown  out  against  Free- 
masonry at  times,  and  the  calumnious  misrepresentations  which  have 
been  hurled  against  it,  as  it  would  be  by  sanctioning,  even  by  silence, 
sach  a  step  as  that  which  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  takon« 

OBAND  0YFICEB8  I 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  H.  Weller  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  J.  J.  Mason  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  on  Roll 324 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  represented  in  G.  L. ,  1878 224 

COLORADO. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  at  its 
regular  annual  communication,  held  in  Denver,  Sept  17th,  1878,  and 
also  two  emergent  communications,  held  severally  on  July  17th  and 
August  5th,  1878.  The  first  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Fort  Collins,  and  the 
latter  at  Denver  **  to  confer  burial  rites  upon  the  remains  of  M.  W. 
Brother  Geo.  E.  Loonsbury,  F.  G.  M.  of  minois." 
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Date  Lodges,  unless  his  certificate  shows  that  he  has  been  initiated  ac- 
cording  to  aueieat  rites  and  ceremonies  in  a  Lodge  professing  belief  in 
T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  aud  unless  such  p<;rsou  shall  acknowledge  this  belief 
to  be  an  essential  landmark  of  our  Order. 

FOBEION  CORBESPONDENCB 

Is  represented  by  an  able  aud  exjiaustive  report  from  the  pen  of  Brother 
Henry  Robertson,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  59  Grand  Lodges — Ala- 
bama report  for  1877— the  r)7th  annual  communication— receives  due  and 
friendly  notice  from  this  reviewer.  We  fiud  in  Brother  Kobertson's  re- 
port an  interesting  deliverance  from  the  M.  W.  Brother,  The  Earl  of  Oar- 
narvon*  Pro.  Grand  Master  of  England,  (December,  1877, )  in  reference 
to  the  recent  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  •*  regarding  the  be- 
lief in  Deity,"  which  we  gladly  reproduce  for  the  information  of  our  read- 
ers.    In  the  course  of  his  address  the  Pro.  Grand  Miister  said  : 

'*  I  understand  that  no  less  than  seventy-six  Lodges  in  France  have 
voted  against  this  change,  and  thereby  marked  their  opinion  that  the 
change  was  not  one  of  names,  but  of  principles,  aud,  therefore,  thure  is  a 
painful  separation  of  them  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  their  country.  It 
IS  certain,  also,  that  many  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  have  followed  in 
this  track.  The  Irish  Grand  Lodge  has  not  hesitated  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion, clear  and  uncompromising  in  its  language,  rebuking  aud  censuring 
the  action  which  the  Grand  Orient  has  Uiken.  That  has  been  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted,  1  believe,  by  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  ;  and 
I  fairly  own  myself  that  with  every  desire  to  ttvke  the  most  temperate 
view  of  the  matter,  I  cannot,  if  words  have  any  meaning  in  them,  assign 
any  other  construction  to  the  change,  except  it  means  this,  they  have 
blotted  out,  as  one  of  the  necessary  aud  essential  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Craft,  the  belief  in  God  and  the  immortaiicy  of  the  soul. 
To  accept  any  other  view  seems  to  me  to  put  the  most  forced  construc- 
tion upon  language,  aud  to  give  it  what  has  been  sometimes  called  a 
wholly  non-natural  sense.  Well,  Brethren,  it  is  no  light  matter  if  it  be 
80  ;  it  is  no  light  matter  for  auy  body  of  men  to  make  such  a  change  as 
this,  no  light  afiair  for  them  to  declare  that  they  have  no  belief  in  God, 
no  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  And  it  is  no  light  thing  to  dis- 
card in  this  way,  the  two  principles  which  have  been  the  two  guiding, 
leading  principles  of  civilization — which  have  dune  more  to  rtiise  and 
elevate  man  than  any  other  two  to  which  I  can  point— which  in  the 
darkest  periods  of  the  world  have  illuminated  them,  and  from  which 
every  noble  thought  and  every  generous  action  have  in  turn  sprung.  But 
it  becomes  still  more  serious  when  a  body,  which  has  for  many  years  past 
carried  these  two  principles  in  the  fjre  front  of  their  system,  solemnly 
and  deliberately,  after  long  debate,  expunged  and  erased  them  from  their 
form.  We  cannot  blind  ourselves,  I  think,  to  the  gravity  of  the  act, 
whatever  oar  view  may  be.  It  is  true  it  may  be  said  that  the  French 
Grand  Lodge  is  in  one  sense  the  only  sufferer.  They  see  themselves  by 
this  act  isoLited  from  ever}'  other  Gmud  Lodge  in  civilized  Europe,  they 
8ee  still  more  that  by  this  act  they  have  thrown  discord  aud  confusion 
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into  the  midst  of  their  own  Lodges  ;  they  see  themselves  a  torn,  lacerated, 
divided   body.    But  it  may   be  said   that   this  coneerns   them   alone. 
Brethren,  if  indeed  this  were  a  matter  of  internal  discipline,-  if  it  were 
one  of  those  questions  of  internal   regulation   which   are   the  exclusive 
property  of  each  natiomil  Grand  Lodpfc,  — it  wonld  be  beside  our  duty,  it 
■would  l)e  impertinent  in  us  to  interfere  with  it.     No  matter  what  the 
grievance  was,  no  matter  what  the  loss  was  to  them,  we  should  have  no 
right  to  interfere.     But  we  do  iutertere  on  this  broad  ground,  first  of  all, 
that  they  cannot  so  alTcct  the  lejidiug  principles  of  Masonry,  the  funda- 
mental principles  on  which,  through  generations  pjist — through  centu- 
ries past,  1  will  say,— the  Crnft  has  acted,  they  cannot  so  affect  them  with- 
out afl'ecting  the  whole  of  the  Masonic  body  ;  and  it  is  alike  our  right, 
and  our  duty,  to  rsiise  our  voice.     Bnt  we   must  also   remember  that 
e<iually  questions  arise  which  touch  us  intimately.     French  Masons  come 
over  to  this  country' ;  th^y  ask  for  admitfamco  into  our  Ijodges  ;  and  how 
can  we  admit  them  if  the  Masonry  of  France  be  not  pure  in  its  fnnda- 
menUd  principles.     We  do,  ourselves,  and  we  have,  i>erhaps,  the  right  to 
call  this  Grand  Lodge  the  motlier  Grand  Lodge  of  all  Europe,  wo  do  our- 
selves, and  the  interests  of  the  Craft  which  are  committed  to  us,  a  griev- 
ous wrong  and  injustice,  if  we  are  silent  in  this  matter.     Brethren,  I  say 
that  these  questions,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  really  of  the  essence  of 
Freemasonry.     The  history,  the  traditions  of  Masonry  are  based  on  them, 
are  bound  up  in  them.     The  symbols  that  we  use.  the  charges  which  wo 
deliver,  the  ceremonies  in  which  we  take  lake  part,  if  these  principles  are 
to  be  discarded,  they  become  meaningless,  and  worse  than  meaningless, 
they  become  almost  offensive  mockery  ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  would 
so  justify  the  scurrilous  taunts  that  have  been  thrown  out  against  Free- 
masonry at  times,  and  the  calumnious   misrepresentations  which  have 
been  hurled  against  it,  as  it  would  be  by  sanctioning,  even  by  silence, 
such  a  step  as  that  which  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  taken. 

GRAND  OYFICERS  I 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  H.  Weller  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J,  J.  Mason  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  on  Roll 324 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  represented  in  G.  L  ,  1878 22*1 

COLORADO. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  at  its 
regular  annual  communication,  held  in  Denver,  Sept.  17th,  1878,  and 
also  two  emergent  communications,  held  severally  on  July  17th  and 
August  5th,  1878.  The  first  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Fort  Collins,  and  the 
latter  at  Denver  *•  to  confer  burial  rites  upon  the  remains  of  M.  W. 
Brother  Geo.  E.  Lounsbury,  P.  G.  M.  of  Illinois." 
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Date  Lodges,  unless  his  certificate  shows  that  he  has  been  initiated  ac- 
cording to  ancient  rites  and  ceremouies  in  a  Lodge  professing  belief  in 
T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  and  unless  such  person  shall  acknowledge  this  belief 
to  be  an  essential  landmark  of  our  Order. 

FOBEION  CORBlifiPONDENCE 

Is  represented  by  an  able  and  esjianstive  report  from  the  pen  of  Brother 
Henry  llobertson,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  59  Grand  Lodges — Ala- 
bama report  for  1877— the  r)7th  annual  communication— receives  due  and 
friendly  notice  from  this  reviewer.  We  find  in  Brother  Kobertson's  re- 
port an  interesting  deliverance  from  the  M.  W.  Brother,  The  Earl  of  Car- 
narvon, Pro.  Grand  Master  of  England,  (December,  1877, )  in  reference 
to  the  recent  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  •*  regarding  the  be- 
lief in  Deity,"  which  we  gladly  reproduce  for  the  information  of  our  read- 
ers.    In  the  course  of  his  address  the  Pro.  Grtind  Miister  said  : 

**  I  understand  that  no  less  than  seventy-six  Lodges  in  France  have 
voted  against  this  change,  and  thereby  marked  their  opinion  that  the 
change  was  not  one  of  names,  but  of  principles,  and,  therefore,  there  is  a 
painful  separation  of  them  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  their  country.  It 
IS  certain,  also,  that  many  other  Masonic  boilies  abroad  have  followed  in 
this  track.  The  Irish  Grand  Lodge  hi\s  not  hesitated  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion, clti&T  and  uncompromising  in  its  language,  rebuking  and  censuring 
the  action  which  the  Grand  Orient  has  ttiken.  That  has  been  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted,  i  believe,  by  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  ;  and 
I  fairly  own  myself  that  with  every  desire  to  take  the  most  temperate 
view  of  the  matter,  I  cannot,  if  words  have  any  meaning  in  them,  assign 
any  other  construction  to  the  change,  except  it  means  this,  they  have 
blotted  out,  as  one  of  the  necessary  aud  essential  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Craft,  the  belief  in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 
To  accept  any  other  view  seems  to  me  to  put  the  most  forced  construc- 
tion upon  language,  and  to  give  it  what  has  been  sometimes  called  a 
wholly  non-natural  sense.  Well,  Brethren,  it  is  no  light  matter  it  it  be 
80  ;  it  is  no  light  matter  for  any  body  of  men  to  make  such  a  change  as 
this,  no  light  afiair  for  them  to  declare  that  they  have  no  belief  in  God, 
DO  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  And  it  is  no  light  thing  to  dis- 
card in  this  way,  the  two  principles  which  have  been  the  two  guiding, 
leading  principles  of  civilization— which  have  done  more  to  raise  and 
elevate  man  than  any  other  two  to  which  I  can  point— which  in  the 
darkest  periods  of  the  world  have  illumiuated  them,  and  from  which 
every  noble  thought  and  every  generous  action  have  in  turn  sprung.  But 
it  becomes  still  more  serious  when  a  body,  which  has  for  mauy  years  p.ist 
carried  these  two  principles  in  the  f  jre  front  of  their  system,  solemnly 
and  deliberately,  after  long  debate,  expunged  and  erased  them  from  their 
form.  We  cannot  blind  ourselves,  I  think,  to  the  gmvity  of  the  act, 
whatever  our  view  may  be.  It  is  true  it  may  be  said  tbit  the  French 
Grand  Lodge  is  in  one  sense  the  only  sufferer.  They  see  themselves  by 
this  act  isolated  from  ever}'  other  Gmnd  Lodge  in  oivilizud  Europe,  they 
8oe  still  more  that  by  this  act  they  have  thrown  discord  and  confusion 
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into  the  midst  of  their  own  Lodges  ;  they  see  themselves  a  torn,  lacerated, 
divided   body.    But   it  may   be   said   that  this  concerns   them   alone. 
Brethren,  if  indeed  this  were  a  matter  of  internal  discipline,  — if  it  were 
one  of  those  »|ne8tions  of  internal   re<;ulation   which   are   the  exclusive 
property  of  each  national  Grand  Lod^<%  -it  would  be  beside  our  duty,  it 
would  \ye  impertinent  in  us  to  intortero  with  it.     No  matter  what  the 
grievance  was,  no  matter  what  the  loss  was  to  them,  we  should  have  no 
right  to  interfere.     But  we  do  iuU'rlere  on  this  broad  ground,  first  of  all, 
that  they  cannot  so  affect  the  leading  principles  of  Masonry,  the  funda- 
mental principles  on  which,  through  generations  past — through  centu- 
ries past,  1  will  say,— the  Craft  has  acted,  they  cannot  so  affect  them  with- 
out affecting  the  whole  of  the  Masonic  body  ;  and  it  is  alike  our  right, 
and  our  duty,  to  rjiise  our  voice.     But  we   niust  also   remember  that 
equally  questions  arise  which  touch  us  intimately.     French  Masons  come 
over  to  this  country  ;  they  ask  for  admittance  into  our  Lodges  ;  and  bow 
can  we  admit  them  if  the  Masonry  of  France  be  not  pure  in  its  funda- 
mentiil  principles.     We  do,  ourselves,  and  we  have,  j^rhaps,  the  right  to 
call  this  Grand  Lodge  the  motlier  Grand  Lodge  of  all  Europe,  we  do  our- 
selves, and  the  interests  of  the  Craft  which  are  committed  to  us,  a  griev- 
ous wrong  and  injustice,  if  we  are  silent  in  this  matter.     Brethren,  I  say 
that  these  questiims,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  really  of  the  essence  of 
Freemasonry.     The  history,  the  traditions  of  Masonry  are  based  on  them, 
are  bound  up  in  them.     The  symbols  that  we  use,  the  charges  which  we 
deliver,  the  ceremonies  in  which  we  take  lake  part,  if  these  principles  are 
to  be  discarded,  they  become  meaningless,  and  worse  than  meaningless, 
they  become  almost  offensive  mockery*  ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  would 
so  justify  the  scurrilous  taunts  that  have  been  thrown  out  against  Free- 
mjisonry  at  times,  and  the  calumnious   misrepresentations  which  have 
been  hurled  against  it,  as  it  would  be  by  sanctioning,  even  by  silence, 
such  a  step  as  that  which  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  taken. 

GRAND  0YFICEB8  : 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  n.  Weller  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J,  J.  Mason  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  on  Roll 324 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  represented  in  G.  L  ,  1878 224 

COLORADO. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  at  its 
regular  annual  communi«\tion,  held  in  Denver,  Sept.  17th,  1878,  and 
also  two  emergent  communications,  held  severally  on  July  17th  and 
August  5th,  187H.  The  first  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
comer  stone  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Fort  Collins,  and  the 
latter  at  Denver  "  to  confer  burial  rites  upon  the  remains  of  M.  W. 
Brother  Geo.  E.  Lounsbury,  P.  G.  M.  of  Illinois." 
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Date  Lodges,  unless  his  certificAte  shows  that  he  has  been  initiated  tLC- 
cording  to  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies  in  a  Lodge  professing  belief  in 
T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  and  unless  such  person  shall  acknowledge)  this  belief 
to  be  an  essential  Landmark  of  our  Order. 

FOUEION  CORBESPONDENCE 

Is  represented  by  an  able  and  exjiaustive  report  from  the  pen  of  Brother 
Henry  Robertson,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  59  Grand  Lodges — Ala- 
bama report  for  1877— the  57th  annual  communication— receives  due  and 
friendly  notice  from  this  reviewer.  We  find  in  Brother  Ilobertson's  re- 
port an  interesting  deliverance  from  the  M.  W.  Brother,  The  Earl  of  Car- 
narvon, Pro.  Grand  Master  of  England,  (December,  1877,)  in  reference 
to  the  recent  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  ♦*  regarding  the  be- 
lief in  Deity,"  which  we  gladly  reproduce  for  the  information  of  our  read- 
ers.    In  the  course  of  his  address  the  Pro .  Grand  Mtister  said  : 

**  I  understand  that  no  loss  than  seventy-six  Lodges  in  France  have 
voted  against  this  change,  and  thereby  marked  their  opinion  that  the 
change  was  not  one  of  names,  but  of  principles,  and,  therefore,  there  is  a 
painful  separation  of  them  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  their  country.  It 
IS  certain,  also,  that  many  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  have  followed  in 
this  track.  The  Irish  Grand  Lodge  has  not  hesitated  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion, chuir  and  uncompromising  in  its  language,  rebuking  and  censuring 
the  action  which  the  Grand  Orient  has  taken.  That  has  been  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted,  I  believe,  by  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  ;  and 
I  fairly  own  myself  that  with  every  desire  to  take  the  most  temperate 
view  of  the  matter,  I  cannot,  if  words  have  any  meaning  in  them,  assign 
any  other  construction  to  the  change,  except  it  means  this,  they  have 
blotted  out,  as  one  of  the  nocesBary  and  essential  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Craft,  thet>eliefin  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 
To  accept  any  other  view  seems  to  me  to  put  the  most  forced  construc- 
tion upon  language,  and  to  give  it  wbit  has  been  sometimes  called  a 
wholly  non-natural  sense.  Well,  Brethren,  it  is  no  light  matter  if  it  be 
80  ;  it  is  no  light  matter  for  any  body  of  men  to  make  such  a  change  as 
this,  no  light  afiair  for  them  to  dechire  that  they  have  no  belief  in  God, 
DO  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  And  it  is  no  light  thing  to  dis- 
card in  this  way,  the  two  principles  which  have  been  the  two  guiding, 
leading  principles  of  civilization — which  have  dune  more  to  raise  and 
elevate  man  than  any  other  two  to  which  I  can  point— which  in  the 
darkest  periods  of  the  world  have  illuminated  them,  and  from  which 
every  noble  thought  and  every  generous  action  have  in  turn  sprung.  But 
it  becomes  still  more  serious  when  a  body,  which  hjis  for  many  years  piist 
carried  these  two  principles  in  the  f  jre  front  of  their  Hvstem.  solemnly 
and  deliberately,  after  long  debate,  expunged  and  erased  them  from  their 
form.  We  cannot  blind  ourselves,  I  think,  to  the  gravity  of  the  act, 
whatever  our  view  may  be.  It  is  true  it  may  be  said  that  the  French 
Grand  Lodge  is  in  one  sense  the  only  sufferer.  They  see  themselves  by 
this  act  isohited  from  every  other  Gmnd  Lodge  in  civilized  Europe,  they 
see  still  more  that  by  this  act  they  have  thrown  discord  and  confusion 
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into  the  midst  of  their  own  Lodges  ;  they  see  themHelves  a  torn,  lacerated, 
divided  body.    But  it  may   be  said   that   this  concerns  them   alone. 
Brethren,  if  indeed  this  were  a  matter  of  internal  diHcipliue,   -if  it  were 
one  of  those  »|ue8tion8  of  internal   regulation   which   are   the  exclusive 
property  of  each  national  Grand  Lodfjc,— it  would  be  boHide  our  duty,  it 
would  be  impertinent  in  us  to  interfere  with  it.     No  matter  what  the 
grievance  was,  no  matter  what  the  loss  was  to  them,  we  should  have  no 
right  to  interfere.     But  we  do  interfere  on  this  broad  ground,  first  of  all, 
that  they  cannot  so  affect  the  leading  principles  of  Masonry,  the  funda- 
mental principles  on  which,  through  generations  past — through  centu- 
ries past,  I  will  say,—  the  Craft  has  acted,  they  cannot  so  affect  them  with- 
out affecting  the  whole  of  the  Masonic  body  ;  and  it  is  alike  our  right, 
and  our  duty,  to  rjiise  our  voice.     But  we   luust  also   remember  that 
equally  questions  arise  which  touch  us  intimately.     French  Masons  come 
over  to  this  country  ;  they  ask  for  admittjince  into  our  Lodges  ;  and  how 
can  we  admit  them  if  the  Masonry  of  Fnince  be  not  pure  in  its  funda- 
mental principles.     We  do,  ourselves,  and  we  have,  i>erhaps,  the  right  to 
call  this  Grand  Lodge  the  motlier  Grand  Lodge  of  all  Europe,  we  do  our- 
selves, and  the  interests  of  the  Craft  which  are  committed  to  us,  a  griev- 
ous wrong  and  injustice,  if  we  are  silent  in  this  matter.     Brethren,  I  say 
that  these  questions,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  really  of  the  essence  of 
Freemasonry.     The  history,  the  traditions  of  IVIasonry  are  based  on  them, 
are  bound  up  in  them.     The  symbols  that  we  use.  the  charges  which  wo 
deliver,  the  ceremonies  in  which  we  take  lake  part,  if  these  principles  are 
to  be  discarded,  they  become  meaningless,  and  worse  than  meaningless, 
they  become  almost  offensive  mockery  ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  would 
so  justify  the  scurrilous  taunts  that  have  been  thrown  out  against  Free- 
masonry at  times,  and  the  calumnious   misrepresentations  which  have 
been  hurled  against  it,  as  it  would  be  by  sanctioning,  even  by  silence, 
such  a  step  as  that  which  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  taken. 

GBAND  OYFICERS  : 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  n.  Weller  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J,  J,  Mason  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  on  Roll 324 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  represented  in  G.  L  ,  1878 224 

COLORADO. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  at  its 
regular  annual  communication,  held  in  Denver,  Sept.  17th,  1878,  and 
also  two  emergent  communications,  held  severally  on  July  17th  and 
Augnst  5th,  1878.  The  first  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Fort  Collins,  and  the 
latter  at  Denver  "to  confer  burial  rites  upon  the  remains  of  M.  W. 
Brother  Geo.  E.  Lounsbury,  P.  G.  M.  of  Illinois." 
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Date  Lodges,  unless  his  certificAte  shows  that  he  has  been  initiated  ac- 
cording to  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies  in  a  Lodge  professing  belief  in 
T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  and  unless  such  person  shall  uckuowledgo  this  belief 
to  be  an  essential  landmark  of  our  Order. 

FOBEION  CORBE8P0^a>£NCE 

Is  represented  by  an  able  and  e^^austive  report  from  the  pen  of  Brother 
Henry  Itobertson,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  59  Grand  Lodges — Ala- 
bama report  for  1877 — the  r)7th  annual  communication— receives  due  and 
friendly  notice  from  this  reviewer.  We  find  in  Brother  Ilobertson's  re- 
port an  interesting  deliverance  from  the  M.  W.  Brother,  The  Earl  of  Car- 
narvon, Pro.  Grand  Master  of  England,  (December,  1877,)  in  reference 
to  the  recent  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  '*  regarding  the  be- 
lief in  Deity,"  which  we  gladly  reproduce  for  the  information  of  our  read- 
ers.    In  the  course  of  his  address  the  Pro .  Grand  Miister  said  : 

**  I  understand  that  no  less  than  seventy-six  Lodges  in  France  have 
voted  against  this  change,  and  thereby  marked  their  opinion  that  the 
change  was  not  one  of  names,  but  of  principles,  and,  therefore,  there  is  a 
painful  separation  of  them  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  their  country.  It 
is  certain,  also,  that  many  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  have  followed  in 
this  track.  The  Irish  Grand  Lodge  has  not  hesitated  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion, clear  and  uncompromising  in  its  language,  rebuking  and  censuring 
the  action  which  the  Grand  Orient  has  taken.  That  has  been  the  coarse 
which  has  been  adopted,  1  believe,  by  other  Masonic  bodies  abroad  ;  and 
I  fairly  own  myself  that  with  every  desire  to  take  the  most  temperate 
view  of  the  matter,  I  cannot,  if  words  have  any  meaning  in  them,  assign 
any  other  construction  to  the  change,  except  it  means  this,  they  have 
blotted  out,  tis  one  of  the  necessary  aud  essential  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Craft,  the  belief  in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 
To  accept  any  other  view  seems  to  me  to  put  the  most  forced  construc- 
tion upon  language,  and  to  give  it  what  has  been  sometimes  called  a 
wholly  non-natural  sense.  Well,  Brethren,  it  is  no  light  matter  if  it  be 
so  ;  it  is  no  light  matter  for  auy  body  of  men  to  make  such  a  change  as 
this,  no  light  affair  for  them  to  declare  that  they  have  no  belief  in  God, 
no  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  And  it  is  no  light  thing  to  dis- 
card in  this  way,  the  two  principles  which  have  been  the  two  guiding, 
leading  principles  of  civilization — which  have  done  more  to  raise  and 
elevate  man  than  any  other  two  to  which  I  can  point— which  in  the 
darkest  periods  of  the  world  have  illuminated  them,  and  from  which 
every  noble  thought  and  every  generous  action  have  in  turn  sprung.  But 
it  becomes  still  more  serious  when  a  body,  which  h»\8  for  many  years  past 
carried  these  two  principles  in  the  f  jre  front  of  their  system,  solemnly 
and  deliberately,  after  long  debate,  expunged  and  erased  them  from  their 
form.  We  cannot  blind  ourselves,  I  think,  to  the  gravity  of  the  act, 
whatever  our  view  may  be.  It  is  true  it  may  be  said  that  the  French 
Grand  Lodge  is  in  one  sense  the  only  sufferer.  They  see  themselves  by 
this  act  isolated  from  ever}*  other  Grand  Lodge  in  civilized  Europe,  they 
see  still  more  that  by  this  act  they  have  thrown  discord  and  confusion 
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into  the  midst  of  their  own  Lodges  ;  they  see  themselves  a  torn,  lacerated, 
divided   body.    But  it  may   be  said   that   this   concerns   them   alone. 
Brethren,  if  indeed  this  were  a  matter  of  internal  discipline,  — if  it  were 
one  of  those  questions  of  internal   regulation   which   are   the  exclusive 
property  of  each  national  Grand  LodRe,— it  wonld  be  beside  our  duty,  it 
would  be  impertinent  in  us  to  interiere  with  it.     No  matter  what  the 
grievance  was,  no  matter  what  the  loss  was  to  them,  we  should  have  no 
right  to  interfere.     But  we  do  interfere  on  this  broad  ground,  first  of  all, 
that  they  cannot  so  affect  the  leading  principles  of  Masonry,  the  funda- 
mental principles  on  which,  through  generations  past — through  centu- 
ries past,  1  will  say,-  the  Craft  has  acted,  they  cannot  so  affect  them  with- 
out affecting  the  whole  of  the  Masonic  body  ;  and  it  is  alike  our  right, 
and  our  duty,  to  rsiise  our  voice.     But  we   must  also  remember  that 
equally  questions  arise  which  touch  us  intimately.     French  Masons  come 
over  to  this  country  ;  they  ask  for  admitti\nce  into  our  Lodges  ;  and  how 
can  we  admit  them  if  the  Masonry  of  Fnince  be  not  pure  in  its  funda- 
mental principles.     We  do,  ourselves,  and  we  have,  perhaps,  the  right  to 
call  this  Grand  Lodge  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  all  Europe,  we  do  our- 
selves, and  the  interests  of  the  Craft  which  are  committed  to  us,  a  griev- 
ous wrong  and  injustice,  if  we  are  silent  in  this  matter.     Brethren,  I  say 
that  these  questions,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  really  of  the  essence  of 
Freemasonry.     The  history,  the  traditions  of  Masonry  are  based  on  them, 
are  bound  up  in  them.     The  symbols  that  we  use,  the  charges  which  wo 
deliver,  the  ceremonies  in  which  we  take  lake  part,  if  these  principles  are 
to  be  discarded,  they  become  meaningless,  and  worse  than  meaningless, 
they  become  almost  offensive  mockery  ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  would 
so  justify  the  scurrilous  taunts  that  have  been  thrown  out  against  Free- 
masonry at  times,  and  the   calumnious   misrepresentations  which  have 
been  hurled  against  it,  as  it  would  be  by  sanctioning,  even  by  silence, 
such  a  step  att  that  which  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  taken. 

GBAND  OYTICEBS  : 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  n.  Weller  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  J.  Mason  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  on  Roll 324 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  reprojjcnted  in  G.  L. ,  1878 224 

COLORADO. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  at  its 
regular  annual  communication,  held  in  Denver,  Sept  17th,  1878,  and 
also  two  emergent  communications,  held  severally  on  July  17th  and 
August  5th,  1878.  The  first  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
comer  stone  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Fort  Collins,  and  the 
latter  at  Denver  '•  to  confer  burial  rites  upon  the  remains  of  M.  W. 
Brother  Geo.  E.  Lounsbury,  P.  G.  M.  of  Illinois." 
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The  annaal  commuDicatiou  was  attended  by  the  representatives  of  21 
(of  the  23)  chartered  lodges  and  a  large  number  of  visiting  Brethren. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  having  been  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M. 
W.  Brother  Cornelius  J.  Hart,  G.  M.,  whose  annual  address  briefly 
alludes  to  the  doings  of  the  year,  and  suggest  needed  legislation  for  the 
good  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction. 

He  speaks  of  Brother  Lounsbury,  who  had  recently  removed  from 
Illinois  to  Colorado  in  pursuit  of  health,  with  warm  affection,  as  **kind 
and  courteous,  with  a  great  loviug  heArt  in  which  there  was  room  for  the 
entire  Craft,"  clinging  with  a  devotion  unsurpassed  to  the  institution  that 
he  delighted  to  honor,  and  in  whose  service  he  had  spent  his  strength, 
he  has  left  an  example  worthy  of  our  imitation,  and  a  name  honored  and 
revered  by  the  Craft  in  his  own  jurisdiction." 

He  also  announces  with  regret  the  death  of  their  P.  G.  Master  Andrew 
Mason,  at  Central  City,  Dakota,  October  Slst,  1877,  and  says  of  him  : 

Brother  Mason  figures  conspicuously  in  the  early  history  of  Masonry 
of  this  State.  In  1861  he  served  this  Grand  Lodge  as  D.  G.  M.,  and  in 
1865  as  Grand  Master. 

He  was  an  active,  zealous  Mason,  plain  and  unassuming  in  his  man- 
ners, with  a  warm  and  generous  heart  that  beat  responsive  to  all  the 
higher  and  nobler  attributes  of  the  human  nature,  an  earnest  student  in 
the  school  of  Masonry,  and  eminently  qualified  to  preside  over  the  Sons 
of  Light 

He  granted  dispensations  for  three  new  lodges.  He  objects  with  much 
force  and  propriety  to  Sec  91  of  G.  L.  By-Laws,  which  provides  "  that 
petitioners  for  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge  need  not  be  dimitted,  and 
that  should  a  charter  is«ue,  the  petioners  therefor  are  dimitted  from  their 
former  lodge.  No  provision  is  made  defining  the  position  that  the  peti- 
tioners occupy  towards  either  the  old  lodge  or  the  new  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  dues  while  U.  D." 

With  us  the  rule  is  to  dimit  for  the  purpose  of  applying  for  a  dispen- 
sation to  form  a  now  lodge. 

He  is  also  very  pointed  in  urging  more  efficient  provision  by  law  to 
teach  and  enforce  uniformity  of  work. 

OBAND  OBATOB. 

This  post  was  resigned  by  the  regular  appointee.  Brother  R.  W. 
Bosworth,  who  expected  to  remove  to  Nevada,  and  the  Grand  Master 
made  no  new  appointment ;  yet  an  oration  was  delivered  before  the  G. 
L.,  Brother  Geo.  Wallace  officiating.  Wo  have  read  the  address  and  con- 
fess to  no  little  surprise  at  its  style  and  matter.  It  is  really  a  lecture  con- 
taining many  truisms,  suited  to  lodge  purposes  and  instruction  ;  but 
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qaite  below  the  standard  of  an  oration.  The  defence  of  Masonry  against 
the  attacks  of  the  Priesthood  or  of  Priest  controlled  religionists  is  a  work 
of  sapnrerogation  in  this  age  of  reason  and  of  progress.  Our  strength, 
as  against  the  malice  of  snch  foes  and  the  envious  throsts  of  their  pony 
weapons,  is  impregnable !  Planted  firm  npon  the  Bock  of  Aobs  with  our 
PANOPLY  of  Tbuth,  victors  in  innumerable  contests  of  the  past,  who  dare 
now  attempt  to  wrest  from  oar  firm  grasp  the  banner  of  fraternity  and  love 
borne  aloft,  with  its  pare  folds  undefiled,  through  unnumbered  centuries 
of  fierce  but  ineffectual  opposition  and  strife?  We  are  marching  onward 
and  tending  upward ;  too  much  absorbed  in  the  great  work  of  reform  and 
progress  to  heed  the  petty  impediments  of  the  way,  whether  interposed 
by  malice  or  ignorance.  We  know  aud  heed  the  call  to  labor  and  emula- 
tion, as  expressed  by  the  gifted  WoBDSwoBm :  '*  The  primal  duties 
shine  aloft  like  stars  ;  while  the  charities,  that  soothe  and  heal  and  bless, 
are  scattered  at  the  feet  of  man  like  flowers."  Let  others  contend  for 
Mupremacy,  while  our  emulation  shall  be,  who  can  best  serve  the  Mastsb 
and  his  workmen,  God  and  Man  ! 

The  work  of  the  lodge  was  well  done,  including  a  fair  arrangement  for 
o  division  of  labor  among  District  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  "for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  more  perfect  uniformity  of  work,"  under  octroi  of 
the  Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Master. 

FOKEiaN  COBBESPONDENGB 

Is  well  represented  under  the  capable  supervision  of  Brother  Lawrence 
N.  Greenleaf,  Chairman,  whose  report  comprises  a  full  review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  48  Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1877. 

He  notices  with  all  due  consideration,  the  principal  acts  of  that  com- 
munication, alluding  prominently  to  Grand  Master  Pillans*  annual  ad- 
dress, and  to  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  death  of  P.  G.  M.  James 
MoCaleb  Wiley. 

OBAND  0FFICEB8. 

• 

M.  W.  Bro.  Boger  W.  Woodbury  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Ed.  G.  Parmelee  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATZSnCB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 28 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges. 3 


*A0 
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CONNECTICUT, 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  held  its  91  fit  grand  annna, 
oommnnication,  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  commencing  Wednesdayl 
January  15th,  A.  D.  J  879. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Dwight  Phelps,  who  opened  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  Ample  Form,  assisted  by  his  Grand  OflScers,  the  representatives 
of  a  quorum  of  constituent  lodges  and  several  permanent  members,  com- 
prising Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Masters  address  is  interesting,  but  troats  mainly  of  topics 
of  local  concern.  He  mentions  incidentally  the  noble  response  made  by 
his  lodges  to  the  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  yellow  fever  sufferers  of  1878, 
resulting  in  a  contribution  of  over  $2,300  00  to  that  relief  fund.  The  G. 
M.  thus  briefly  makes  up  the  record  of  the 

FBATER^AL  ^EAD. 

February  11th,  1878,  Brother  Gideon  Welles,  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  4,  passed  to  that  long  home  toward  which 
we  are  all  hastening.  Of  his  Masonic  history'  I  can  give  you  but  little 
information.  He  was  raised  in  St  John's  Lodge,  February  8th,  1626, 
makin^his  Masonic  age  52  years. 

Of  his  record  in  the  service  of  his  country  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
you  are  already  familiar. 

On  the  third  day  of  March,  our  veteran,  and  R.  W.  Brother  John  W. 
Leedes,  of  Union  Lodge  No  5,  passed  to  the  rewards  and  honors  of  a 
well  spent  life,  at  the  age  of  four  score  years  ;  he  was  W.  M.  of  Uuion 
Lodge  fourteen  years,  from  1821  to  1836,  and  was  appointed  G.  S.  D.  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  1853  and  1854  ;  elected  Grand  Junior  Warden  in 
May,  1855.  He  was  a  zealous  Mason,  and  eminently  respected  by  those 
who  knew  him. 

On  the  25th  day  of  September,  Brother  Seth  E.  Marsh,  W.  M.  of  St 
John's  Lodge  No.  4.  died  at  his  home  after  a  short  illness.  Brother 
Marsh  had  many  friends,  and  was  universally  esteemed  for  his  unflinch- 
ing integrity.  1  believe  Brother  Marsh  is  the  only  Master  who  has  died 
while  m  office  during  the  year. 

I  would  recommend  that  pages  he  set  apart  in  our  proceedings  in 
memory  of  Brothers  Welles,  Lfedes,  and  Marsh. 

During  the  yellow  fever  scourge  at  the  South  our  brotherhood  gave  lib- 
erally ot  its  means,  and  many  of  its  brighest  jewels  have  been  sacrificed 
to  the  hunger  of  the  destroyer  ;  among  others  we  note  conspicuously  M. 
W.  Andrew  J.  Wheeler,  P.  G.  M.  of  Tennessee,  and  chairman  of  tjie  re- 
lief committee,  at  Memphis ;  and  M.  W,  Harvey  W.  Walter  of  Holly 
Springs,  P.  G.  M.  and  P.  G.  H.  P.  of  Mississippi.  These  men  might 
have  left  their  posts  and  been  safe,  but  they  considered  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  stay  and  administer  to  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  afflicted  ;  "verily 
greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  lor  his 
Iriend." 
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We  note  in  these  proceeding^  the  adoption  of  the  followihg  amend- 
ment to  the  constitation,  viz. : 

35.  That  no  Master  Mason,  in  this  jnrisdiction,  of  thirty  yp&rs*  good 
and  reppilar  standing,  shall  be  subject  to  discipline  for  non-payment  of 
dues. 

Which  we  are  inclined  to  approve  and  commend  to  other  jarisdiotions 
where  worthy  Masons  who  have  in  health  and  prosperity  been  faithful 
workers  and  contributors  are  apt,  when  age  and  mbfortane  have  over- 
taken them,  to  be  ''saspended." 

FOBEIGN  CX)BBE8PONDENCS. 

This  report  is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Joseph  E.  Wheeler,  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  Chairman,  and  is  fully  up  to  the  standard  established  by  his 
preceding  able  deliverances.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  47  Ameri- 
can Grand  Lodges,  including  Alabama  report  of  1877,  and  adds  a  very 
interesting  feature  in  his  chapters  on  Enghind,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
Cuba. 

We  thank  him  for  the  useful  and  instructive  reading  furnished,  esp^ 
cially  in  the  latter  part  of  his  report 

GBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Israel  M.  Bullock  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  E.  Wheeler  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

8TATIBTIC8. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 112 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges , 1 


* 


DAKOTA. 


The  4th  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota, 
convened  in  the  town  of  Sioux  Falls,  on  Tuesday,  June  11th,  A.  D.  1878, 
and  we  are  favored  with  a  pamphlet  copy  of  the  proceedings  thereof. 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  Geo.  H.  Hand,  presided,  and  opened  in  AmipU 
Form  a  Grand  Lodge  composed  of  representatives  of  all  of  the  six  (then) 
Chartered  Lodges. 

His  address  is  well  written  and  abounds  in  expressions  of  gratitude  to 
the  *'  Great  Grand  Master  "  for  the  blessings  of  peace,  prosperity,  and 
health,  which  have  attended  them  individually  and  promoted  the 
barmony  and  success  of  their  new  organization. 
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We  regret  that  he  bad  occasion  to  complain,  seemingly  with  canse,  of 
Texations  encroachments  upon  his  jurisdiction  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Minnesota.  The  case,  as  stated  by  the  Grand  Master,  is  one 
that  admits  of  no  reasonable  excase.  This  unfortunate  controversy 
ocenpies  seyen\l  pages  of  the  Grand  Masters  address  to  oar  sorrow  ;  for 
we  like  not  controYersy,  and  are  sure,  from  the  character  of  his  remarks 
on  other  topics,  that  without  that  *'  bone  "  of  contention,  his  addriess 
would  have  proved  most  acceptable.     Vide  his  remarks  on  the 

OBAND  OBIENT  OF  FRANCE  : 

As  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  spirit  of  innovation  which  is  rife  in  this 
age  of  the  world,  and  which  seems  to  be  laying  its  rvtliless  hand  upon 
the  institution  of  Freemasonry,  and  from  whose  touch  nothing  is  sacred^ 
I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  struck  from  its  constitution  the  words  which  require  a  be- 
lief in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  At  one  fell  stroke  they 
strike  down  two  of  the  Landmarks  of  Ancient  Freemasonry'.  It  is  almost 
beyond  belief  that  any  body  of  men,  claiming  to  be  Masons,  could  do 
this  thing.  By  the  consummation  of  this  act  they  cease  to  be  Masons. 
No  man  claiming  to  be  a  Mason,  who  yields  obedience  to  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France,  should  ever  be  permitted  to  darken  the  portals  of  a 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction. 

A  Mason  without  a  God  !  A  ship  without  a  rudder  !  A  world  without 
light  I 

OnAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  H.  Hand  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Charles  T.  McCoy  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATI8TIC8. 

Kumber  of  Chartered  Lodges 7 

DELAWARE. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware  convened  at  the  city  of  Wilming- 
ton, A.  D.  October  2d  and  3d,  its  72d  annual  communication. 

Grand  Master  Thomas  N.  Williams  presided,  and  opened  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  ample  form.  Present  also  numerous  P.  G.  Officers  and  Grand 
Representatives,  with  a  constitutional  number  of  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  gives  assurance  of  harmony  and  prosperity 
within  the  jurisdiction,  and  of  fraternal  regard  for  the  Masonic  Brother- 
hood at  large. 

His  decisions  are  few  and  we  quote  them  in  full,  viz: 

**  Ist    The  Treasurer  of  a  Lodge  has  no  right  to  pay  an  account  doe 
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himself,  until  it  has  passed  the  Lodge — (and  nnder  oar  practice  an  order 
shonld  issae  signed  by  W.  M.  and  Secretary.) 

2d.  It  requires  a  unanimous  ballot  to  re-admit  u  brother  who  has  dimit- 
ted  from  his  Lod^e. 

3d.  The  certificate  of  the  Master  or  Secretary  of  a  Lodge,  is  not  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  absence  of  an  entry,  after  the  proceedings  have 
been  approved  by  the  Lodge. 

4th.  A  Lodge  can  not  ballot  to  confer  any  ono  of  the  three  degrees  at 
a  called  communication. 

5th.  No  member  of  any  subordinate  Lodge  shall  be  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  until  after  charges  have  been  preferred,  and  trial 
has  been  had. 

He  pays  a  well  deserved  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the  great  and 

good  of  our  fraternity,   now  at  refreshment  above,  which  we  reproduce 

and  adopt: 

••Past  Grand  Master,  Oeorge  W.  Chaytor,  died  April  13,  1878.  I  am 
informed  by  reliable  authority  that  the  said  brother  was  initialed  Sep- 
tember 7th,  Piissed  and  Raised  November  2d,  1841,  in  Lafayette  Lodge 
No.  14,  of  this  city.  He  dimitted  December  7th,  1841,  was  readmitted 
February  1st,  1842,  and  wiis  elected  Master  June  4th,  1843.  He  again 
dimitted.  December  5th,  1854,  and  affiliated  with  Temple  Lodge  No.  11, 
of  this  city,  Jannary  10th,  1855,  and  remained  a  member  of  the  same  till 
the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  June  27th, 
1845,  and  Grand  Secretary  June  27th,  1849,  which  position  he  held  for 
five  years,  and  was  elected  Grand  Master  October  7th,  1875. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  knew  our  beloTed 
and  lamented  brother.  The  reports  made  by  him  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  have 
graced  the  pages  of  its  records  for  years,  are  familiar  to  many  of  us,  and 
the  wise  and  good  counsel  and  sterling  sense  that  marked  every  thing 
from  his  pen,  were  always  appreciated,  and  shall  be  still  more  so,  now, 
that  the  brain  that  dictated  and  the  hand  that  wrote  are  mouldering  in 
the  dust. 

My  Brethren,  I  feel  that  my  tongue  and  pen  are  inadequate  to  express 
fully,  the  loss  which  our  Grand  Lodge  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  onr 
brother.  Let  his  Masonic  virtues  and  labors  be  kept  in  memorial  I  In 
the  high  gift  of  such  a  brother  to  our  Order,  Providence  favored  us  im- 
measurably, and  his  memory  deserves  the  highest  place  of  honor  on  oar 
record." 

We  also  copy,  with  approval,  a  paragraph  from  his  '* Conclusion": 

•'  Kingdoms,  empires  and  republics  have  risen,  flourished,  and  decayed 
with  age,  since  the  advent  of  the  Order  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  While  the  innumerable  institutions  founded  at  different  ages 
of  the  world,  for  the  amelioration  of  the  mental,  moral  and  physical  con- 
dition of  man  have  passed  away.  Masonry  has  silently  pursued  her  course, 
a  passive  witness  of  political  and  religious  conflicts,  that  scattered  ruin 
and  desolation  over  the  fairest  fortunes  of  this  fair  globe.  Her  mission 
is  one  of  peace;  and  although  criticismt  slander  and  envy  have,  under 
every  conceivable  pretext,  persecuted  her,  under  the  banner  of  Love  she 
has,  in  her  silent  march,  protected  by  the  aword  of  Truth,  maintained 
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the  conflict,  and  hus  spread  a  zone  of  philanthropy  about  a  world.  My 
brethren,  let  us  cherish  our  Order,  guard  it  from  all  evil  influences,  and 
let  us  live  up  to  the  true  principles  of  our  Masonic  profession^  looking 
with  confidence  to  the  great  Light  that  has  guided  us  through  past 
ages." 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

GBAND    OFFICEBS: 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Taylor  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  William  S.  Hayes  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

statistics: 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 22 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  68th  annual  report  of  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  before  us,  containing  the  proceedings  of  several  special 
assemblages  and  of  the  following  regular  communications,  viz: 

A  Stated  Communication  held  January  9th,  1878. 

A  Semi-annual    ditto         held  March  8tb,  1878. 

The  Annual         ditto  held  November  13th,  1878. 

And  an  Installation  Communication  convened  December  27th,  1878. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  distributed  through  so  many  assem- 
blages of  the  craft,  must  be  and  is,  we  judge,  very  promptly  and  efficient- 
ly transacted;  but,  with  a  larger  and  less  compact  body,  such  frequency 
of  meetings  would  be  a  fruitful  source  of  evil . 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address,  delivered  at  the  annual  communi- 
cation held  November  13th,  1878,  gives  a  concise  and  interesting  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  craft,  and  we  quote  his  remarks  on  that 
subject,  viz: 

"In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitu- 
tion, attended  by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  just  completed 
the  annual  grand  visitations  to  the  constituent  Lodges.  The  examina- 
tion into  the  work  and  aflairs  of  the  Lodges  has  been  complete  and 
thorough,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  result  has  been  in 
all  respects  highly  gratifying.  The  work  has  been  done  in  conformity  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  the  books  have  been  neatly  and 
correctly  kept  Indeed,  some  of  them  are  marvels  of  elegance  and  accur- 
acy. With  very  few  exceptions  the  Lodges  have  greatly  reduced  the 
average  indebtedness  of  their  members  for  Lodge  dues,  and  have  larger 
cash  balances  on  hand  than  at  our  last  visitation,  and  this  notwithstand- 
ing the  pressure  of  hard  times  and  the  small  amount  of  work  done  in  the 
jurisdiction.    An  unusually  large  amount  has  been  disbursed  in  charity. 


1879.] 


APPENDIX.  143 


and  theipresent  prosperoaB  and  flourishing  condition  of  the  Lodges  fully 
demonstrates  that  their  management  has  been  entrusted  to  wise,  judicious 
and  intelligent  officers,  who  have  honestly  and  faithfully  performed  their 
duties. 

The  well-established  and  popular  custom  of  having  an  address  before 
each  Lodge,  on  the  occasion  of  grand  visitations,  has  been  adhered  to 
this  fall. 

The  attendance  on  these  occasions,  at  all  the  Lodges,  has  been  unusu- 
ally large,  and  the  learned,  instructive  and  eloquent  addresses  delivered 
have  been  listened  to  with  greiit  attention,  and  will  doubtless  produce 
beneficial  results.  I  desire  to  express  my  thanfis  to  the  brethren 
who  so  kindly  responded  to  my  invitation  to  deliver  these  addresses  on 
these  occasions." 

He  closes  by  a  gentle  reproof  against  egotism,  thus: — 

"  In  conclusion,  my  brethren,  I  desire  to  impress  upon  you  the  great 
importance  of  harmony  in  all  3'our  actions.  As  individuals,  I  am  afraid 
we  are  all  too  prone  to  criticise  the  actions  of  others;  too  slow  in  adopt- 
ing and  acting  on  good  suggestions,  and  too  apt  to  oppose  every  effort, 
no  matter  how  commendable,  if  not  proposed  by  ourselves.  Every 
brother  seems  to  feel  (uud  perhaps  it  is  a  natural  feeling)   that  his  own 

Elan  for  accomplishing  a  particular  end  is  better  than  any  other  that  can 
e  proposed,  and,  consequently,  he  is  unwilling  to  yield  his  opinions  and 
prejudices,  even  when  opposed  by  a  large  majority  of  his  brethren,  and 
thus  often  prevents  that  united  action  which  might  result  in  great  and 
lasting  benefit  to  the  fmternity.  "Know  thyself,"  is  the  hardest  lesson 
wo  have  to  learn.  None  of  us  are  infallible.  We  can  all  learn  from  each 
other;  and,  if  we  would  accomplish  any  great  good,  we  must  act  in  har- 
mony. In  the  great  Masonic  field  of  labor,  harmony  in  all  things  should 
be  the  prcdomiuent  feature.  Then,  my  brethren,  I  again  exhort  you  to 
cultivate  the  spirit  of  harmony.  Lay  aside  self,  and  act  together  for  tho 
best  interest  of  our  groat  brotherhood . " 

foueion  cobbespondence. 

Brother  W.  R.  Singleton,  G.  S.  and  Chairman,  in  this  report  sustains 
fully  his  well-earned  reputation  as  a  critical  writer,  and  we  thank  him  for 
the  instruction  and  pleasure  afforded  us  by  its  perusal;  as  well  as  for  per- 
sonal courtesies  extended  to  the  writer  while  recently  seeking  to  know  and 
confer  with  Masonic  celebrities  at  the  capitol. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  44  American  and  of  8  Foreign  Grand 
Lodges.  His  notice  of  Alabama,  57th  annual  report,  1877,  is  brief  bat 
satisfactory. 

Brother  Singleton  inveighs  against  the  confusion  of  the  work  in  that 

department  known  as  **  jurisprudence,"  and  fights  manfully  for  oniform- 

ity— e.  g.  : 

*'  We  repeat  what  we  said  under  Kansas,  that  which  we  contend  for  is, 
the  conformity  to  the  landmarks  and  fundamental  principles  as  laid  down 
for  us  in  the  "Old  Constitutions,"  and  a  quick  return  to  them,  from  the 
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I* 


devioos  ways"  introduced  into  our  *  •statutes"  from  Dermott's  Original 
Ahiman  Bezon,"  and  by  which  our  jurisprudence  has  been  confused, 
as  shown  in  the  many  decisions  laid  down  in  all  our  works  on  jurispru- 
dence. In  our  efforts  for  the  past  seven  years  in  thii;  direction,  we  have 
succeeded  in  gaining  to  our  side  many  of  our  best  thinkers .  We  now 
hope,  within  a  short  period,  to  get  our  leading  Masons  up  to  the  idea  of 
a  *  Convention"  in  this  or  some  other  city,  to  adopt  some  general  uni- 
form code  for  the  whole  country  on  Masonic  law  and  practice. 

When  that  shall  have  been  accomplished  successfully  we  will  lay  down 
the  pen,  satisfied  with  our  life's  work;  for  then,  what  will  be  Masonry  in 
one  State  will  be  Masonry  for  all — which  is  not  the  case  now,  as  will  have 
been  seen  in  reading  the  decisions  in  this  report 

QBAND    OFFIOEBS: 

]£  W.  Brother  H.  A.  Whitney  (elected) Grand  Master. 

&  W.  Brother  Wul  B.  Singleton  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATIBTICa. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 21 

FLOBIDA. 

We  have  no  later  report  from  this  Grand  Lodge  than  the  one  for  1878, 
January  8th,  reviewed  in  our  last  report  The  absence  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  1879  is  regretted. 

GEOBGU. 

The  92d  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Georgia,  convened  at  Macon  on  Tuesday,  October  29th,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present  and  presiding  M,  W.  James  M.  Mobley,  Grand  Master.  They 
show  a  long  list  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Offigebs,  Grand  Bepbesen- 
TATiVEs,  Paett  Mastebs,  and  Masters  representing  constituent  Lodges, 
(very  few  proxies). 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  rehearses  pleasantly  and  concisely  the 
eTents  of  the  year  in  that  jurisdiction.  He  says  of  "  Foreign  Bela- 
TiONs"  that  **  harmony  reigns  and  we  are  at  peace  with  other  jurisdio 
tions  throughout  the  world."  The  Grand  Orient  of  France  denounced 
and  repudiated  as  a  masonic  body  (see  resolutions  reported  by  Brother 
Lawrence  from  Committee  on  Correspondence  and  adopted)  is  of  ooune 
out  of  this  world,  for  peace  sake. 

Under  the  head  of 

FINANCE 

lie  says,  "the  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  good— -Uer  bonds  are  eagerly 
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sought"  Very  true,  we  doubt  not,  but  pity  His,  if  true.  We  sympa- 
thize with  every  Grand  Lodge  (d^j/,  StcUe,  or  nation,)  under  the  bondage  of 
debt,  and  while  we  wish  them  safe  deliverance  from  such  degrading  servi- 
tude, think  their  present  sufferings  and  embarrassments  should  caution 
against  the  evil  fiabit  of  getting  into  debt. 

The  financial  condition  in  Greorgia  is,  undoubtedly,  improving,  and 
we  observe  that  in  the  new  constitution  and  by-laws,  recently  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  schedule  of  foes  for  warrants  ($70)  etc.,  and  of 
contributions  from  Lodge  members  ($1  each),  is  provided,  which 
should  relievo  the  Grand  Treasury  of  all  embarrassment  on  the  score 
of  revenue. 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  very  favorably  of  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the 

aOUTHEBN  MASONIO  FEMALE  COLLEGE; 

and  yet,  Brother  A.  E.  Andrews  offered  and  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted,  the 
following  resolution  in  reference  to  it,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  be  instructed  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  five  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  to  the  next 
regular  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  the  best  method  of  severing 
the  connection  betweeen  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Southern  Masonic 
Female  College  at  Covington,  Ga. 

We  quote  the  interesting  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master,  under  the 
head  of — 

OENEBAL  WELFABE. 

While  financial  embarrassment  has  been  one  great  cause  of  our  lan- 
guishing condition,  there  is  another  prominent  one:  the  non-observance 
of  one  of  our  first  principles,  which  requires  the  members  to  attend  the 
regular  meetings  of  their  Lodges.  One  of  the  last  injunctions  of  our 
father  Paul  to  his  Hebrew  brethren  was,  **  Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession 
of  our  faith,  without  wavering,  (fo^  he  is  faithful  that  promised,)  and  let 
us  consider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  good  works.  NotfoT' 
saklng  the  assenibliiuj  yourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some  is,  but 
exhorting  one  another,  and  so  much  the  more  as  ye  see  the  day  approach- 
ing." We  are  social  creatures;  the  very  soul  and  spirit  of  our  Institution 
is  brotherly  love  and  charity — nothing  more,  nothing  less.  Our  rituals 
and  ceremonies  are  best  calculated  to  promote  them  within  our  sacred 
halls,  where  there  is  communion  of  sentiment  and  feeling,  rejoicing  and 
weeping  together,  advising  and  counseling  each  other,  cultivating  all  the 
social  virtues  which  alone  can  make  us  prosperous,  wise  and  happy;  fully 
realizing  the  sentiment,  *'How  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  orethren 
to  dwell  together  in  anity."  It  is  like  the  holy  oil  that  was  poured  upon 
Aaron's  head,  that  ran  down  on  his  beard,  even  to  the  very  skirts  of  his 
garment,  for  thereon  the  Lord  commanded  a  blessing,  even  life  forever 
more. 
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Let  me  earnestly  beseech  yon,  my  dear  brethren,  for  your  own  good, 
and  that  of  the  members  of  your  renpective  Lodges,  to  reqaire  prompt 
and  regular  attendance  at  your  regular  meetings,  which  may  always  be 
interesting,  even  should  there  be  no  initiations,  passings  or  raisings,  in 
other  ways  well  known  to  you  all.  How  can  a  Mason,  who  regards  its 
teachings,  willingly  absent  himself  from  the  stated  meetings  of  the 
Lodge  ?  He  can  most  generally  attend,  if  he  will  try  to  make  his  arrange- 
ments to  suit  the  time;  and  yet,  in  our  towns  and  cities,  when  the  hour 
for  meeting  arrives,  and  the  signal  is  given,  few  will  heed  it;  many  will 
be  seen  walking  the  streets,  sitting  about  the  hotels,  stores,  and,  shall  I 
say,  bar-rooms,  no,  I  hope  not,  while  a  few  true,  noble,  generous  breth- 
ren, are  engaged  in  the  great  work  of  love  and  charity,  to  the  brethren 
and  all  mankind,  includlruj  thesf  very  careless,  indifferent  absent  bretiiren. 
Oh,  my  brethren,  let  us  meet  often,  and  engage  zealously,  in  the  gretit 
work  of  subduing  our  own  evil,  wicked  passions.  This  is  the  peculiar 
province  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry.  Let  its  manhood  be 
thus  reasserted,  and  its  classic  renown  be  revived,  so  that  all  men  will 
admire  and  enjoy  the  beautiful  workings  and  results  of  our  time-honored 
institution,  producing,  like  complicated  machinery  when  in  motion,  the 
sweet  music  ot  many  concordant  sounds." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  unanimously  their  approval 

of  the  following  resolution,  and  the  report  was  adopted — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  loss  of  an  eye  does  not,  of  itself,  disqualify  a 
person  from  being  initiated,  passed  and  raised  in  a  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons." 

FOREIGN  COBBESPONDENCE. 

This  i?  a  good  report,  and,  although  not  signed,  is,  as  we  gather  from 
intimations  in  the  proceedings,  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Samuel  Law- 
rence. 

He  reviews  with  care  and  judgment  the  proceedings  of  many  American 
Grand  Lodges,  giving  to  those  of  Alabama  a  prominent  place.  In  speak- 
ing of  G.  M.  Pillans,  he  jumps  from  the  blue  to  the  red— for  P.  J.  P.  is 
still,  as  heretofore,  the  able  and  accomplished  Beporter  on  Chapter  Cor- 
respondence.    His  mistake  is  thus  expressed — 

"The  Most  Worshipful,  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  the  quondam  genial  and 
accomplished  Reporter  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  being  unable  to 
attend  at  the  opening  of  the  Gmnd  Lodge,  his  Address  was  read  by  the 
Grand  Secretary. " 

Brother  Lawrence  strangely  misinterprets  our  lament  (of  1876)  over  the 

enforced  silence  of  Georgia's  eloquent  voices— (being  forbidden  to  speak 

in  order,  as  we  suspect,  that  the  printing  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

might  be  curtailed)— and  tortures  our  innocent  remonstrances,  there- 

anent,  into  evidences  of  egotism  and  such  like  forbidden  motives.     Was 

he  pokiwj  fun  at  us  ?  or  did  he  really  believe,  that  a  youth,  who  left  the 

State  before  he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  whoso  only  masonic  ad  before 
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his  departnre  was,  as  a  hoodwinked  boy,  to  assist  in  the  drawings  of  a 
Lottery  in  aid  of  the  Masonic  Hull  at  Aagosta— could  imagine  himself  a 
missing  light  in  Georgia's  masonic  horizon  ? 

Onr  brother  got  off  a  few  Latin  quotations  in  the  annexed  paragraph, 
and  possibly  that  may  account  for  his  apparently  cruel  attack  on  this 
native  but  long  exiled  G^rgian.  The  annexed  extract  will  sufficiently 
explain  the  attack  complained  of,  viz: 

**A11  that  Brother  Beers  says  in  praise  of  Brother  Blackshear,  we  heartily 
endorse,  and  would  add  more;  but  we  can  not  but  admire  at  the  naivete 
with  which  he  favors  us  with  his  opinion  that  the  Masonic  lights  of 
Georgia  have  waned,  and  are  almost  extinct  since  he  left  the  State.  This 
19  **  sui  (jeiieris."  Surely  his  ** impulses  of  complaint  and  censure  must 
be  false,"  or,  "  bonus  (hmnUal  Homerus."  'Tis  true,  and  sad  as  true,  some 
of  our  elder  lights  have  been  borne  on  their  heirs  to  the  bourne  of  all 
flesh;  but  in  this  our  Grand  Lodge  is  not  singular.  Gome  and  go  is  the 
common  law  of  our  kind,  without  respect  to  Masonic  jurisdiction;  and 
we  find  no  difficulty  in  persuading  ourself  to  believe,  that  even  when  all 
now  living,  in  every  jurisdiction,  shall  have  passed  away.  Masonry  will 
not  be  left  without  Light.  " 

But  wo  are  comforted,  since  conscience  acquits  of  any  intentional 
offense,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  has  admitted  its  error  by  correcting  the 
evil  complained  of. 

The  report  under  review  is  very  creditable  to  the  writer  and  the  annexed 
quotation  will  show  how  clear  and  intelligent  is  his  apprehension  of  tho 
true  intent  of  such  deliverances.     He  says  in 

CONCLUSION. 

*  *  A  Report  on  (Correspondence  should  be  the  lens  by  which  the  inner 
working,  the  usage,  and  sentiment  of  the  Craft  in  the  various  Jurisdic- 
tions are  brought  nearer  and  made  clearer  to  the  view  of  the  brethren  for 
whom  it  is  prepared — provoking  examination  of  the  doubtful,  emulation  i 
of  the  good,  and  avoidance  of  the  bad.  Such,  in  a  degree,  we  have 
attempted  to  make  this.    *  *      ^     *  •  *  * 

GRAND  OFFICEBS: 

M.  W.  Brother  James  M.  Mobley,  re-elected Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  J.  Emmett  Blackshear,  re-elected Grand  Secretary. 

STATisnos. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 279 
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IDAHO. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Territbry  of  Idaho,  oommenoed  its  an- 
nual communication,  at  Boise  City,  on  Tuesday,  September  the  10th,  A. 
D.  187a 

Present  and  presiding,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  K  A.  Stephenson.  Nine 
(of  the  eleven)  Chartered  Lodges  represented. 

The  business  of  the  session  varied  but  little  from  the  usual  routine  of 
Grand  Lodge  work. 

One  Lodge,  Pioneer  No.  4,  according  to  the  adopted  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence,  had  ceased  to  be  useful  to  the  Craft,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  its  charter  was  recommended. 

The  financial  reports  indicate  prosperity  in  that  direction,  and  we  note 
that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  an  Orphan  fund  of  $5, 197  96. 

The  Grand  Master's  address,  which  is  a  very  creditable  document,  an- 
nounces the  death  (killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  8th  of  June,  1878)  of 

OliTVEB  HaZABD  PuRDY, 

P.  G.  Senior  Warden  and  P.  G.  Secretary.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  zealous 
and  accomplished  Mason — a  brave  man  and  faithful  to  all  trusts. 

Grand  Master  Stephenson  appreciates  the  true  objects  and  character- 
istics of  Masonry,  and  his  address  abounds  in  eloquent  appeals  to  the 
Craft  to  be  faithful  in  promoting  its  lasting  interests. 

In  the  annexed  paragraph  he  judiciously  combines  encouragement  with 
admonition : 

If  I  did  not  know  how  strongly  men  become  attached  to  Masonry  and 
how  zealously  they  labor  for  its  promotion,  I  should  be  surprised  to  see 
so  many  representatives  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  present  to-day.  Many 
of  you  have  travelled  long  journeys  of  hundreds  of  miles,  over  rugged 
and  almost  impassable  mountains,  spending  your  money  in  attending 
the  Grand  Lodge,  instead  of  employing  your  time  at  home  at  your  usual 
vocations.  In  the  all-absorbing  rush  after  money  at  the  present  day,  re- 
ligious and  moral  institutions  are  neglected  ;  patriotism  has  become  al- 
most an  empty  sound;  men  seek  public  places  merely  to  fill  their  pockets; 
and  governments  are  converted  into  new  combinations  to  gather  money 
from  the  people  to  distribute  to  partisan  favorites.  Palaces  abounding  in 
every  luxury,  fill  the  imaginations  of  men ;  and  silks  and  diamonds,  and 
splendid  equipages  dazzle  the  visions  of  women.  But  we  have  come 
here  to-day  because  we  feel  that  there  are  jewels  of  greater  value,  and 
more  imperishable  than  gold,  or  silver,  or  bank  notes.  You  are  laboring 
for  the  promotion  of  an  institution  that  has  lived  to  see  the  boardings  of 
the  miser  scattered  to  the  winds ;  the  palaces  of  the  rich  crumble  into 
dust,  and  the  wealth  of  empires  to  perish.  We  labor  to  promote  virtue 
and  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  destitute  and  the  wretched,  and  yet, 
because  we  think  proper  to  assemble  quietly  to  ourselves,  instead  of 
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parading  onr  works  of  charity  in  pnblio  meetings,  there  are  fiuiatioa 
clHiming  to  be  saints  who  donoance  and  perhaps  would  burn  ns  had  they 
the  power, — but  Freemasonry  will  live  and  flourish  after  all  such  dema- 
gogues and  hypocrites  are  dead  and  forgotten. 

A  creditable  report  on 

-    FOBIEGN  COBBESPONDENCE 

Accompanies  these  proceedings,  written  by  Brother  A.  Heed,  Chairman. 
He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  50  Grand  Lodges,  giving  brief  but  kindly 
notice  to  each.    Alabama  report  for  1877  is  suitably  noticed. 

OBAKD  OFFIOSBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  E.  A.  Stephenson  (re-elected) .Grand  Master. 

E.  \V.  Bro.  Charles  Himrod  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

ILLINOIS. 

0 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  convened  in  its  39th  grand  annual 
communication,  in  Chicago,  on  Tuesday,  the  Ist  day  of  October,  A. 
D.  1878. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Joseph  Bobbins  presided  and  opened,  in  Ample 
Form,  a  Grand  Lodge  comprising,  in  addition  to  its  permanent  constitu- 
ents of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives,  the 
representatives  of  628  chartered  lodges. 

The  proceedings  are,  as  usual,  both  voluminous  and  interesting. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  an  executive  message  abounding 
in  clear,  concise  and  forcible  statements  of  the  matters  claiming  his  at- 
tention. Its  completeness,  however,  is  somewhat  marred  by  a  careless 
blunder  ol  the  hinder^  (in  our  copy,)  whereby  the  address  is  closed  ab- 
ruptly at  page  32,  and  several  pages  of  the  report  on  correspondence  substi- 
tuted for  the  closing  periods  of  the  Grand  Blaster's  deliverance.  The 
opening  sentence  of  his  address  is,  to  our  taste,  the  most  foulty  of  all,  in 
that  it  borrows  from  ecclesiastical  rhetoric  a  figure  inelegant  in  itself,  and 
repugnant  to  Masonic  conceptions  of  Deity,  viz. : 

**  Another  year  has  been  strung  on  His  eternal  rosary,  in  whose  pres- 
ence we  now  pause  with  bended  heads  and  uplifted  hearts,  acknowledg- 
ing His  gracious  favor  in  the  past,  and  invoking  for  the  future  the  sus- 
taining and  guiding  power  of  His  mighty  arm.'' 

His  allusions  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  George  E.  Lounsbary 
are  exceedingly  appropriate  and  just,  as  are  also  his  acknowledgments  of 
the  kind  and  fraternal  acts  of  the  Brethren  of  Colorado  to  the  deceased 
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while  an  invalid  safferer  among  them,  closing  only  with  his  bnrial  ser- 
vice. 

He  announces  the  failure,  and  resignation  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  by 
which  -some  $15,000  00  of  Grand  Lodge  funds  were  endangered,  and 
probably  half  of  that  amount  was  eventually  lost,  causing,  for  the  time 
being,  serious  financial  embarrassments. 

The  Grand  Master  discusses  the  rule  forbidding  Lodge  participation  in 
faneral  processions  under  control  of  other  organizations,  and  answers  ob- 
jections to  his  ruling,  thus  : 

A  refusal  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  lodge  to  join  the  funeral  proces- 
sion of  one  of  its  members,  who,  at  his  own  request,  was  buried  by  an 
Odd-Fellow's  lodge,  of  which  ho  was  also  a  member,  brought  me  a  letter 
from  a  zealous  and  intelligent  Past  Master,  and  because  I  presume  it  to 
have  reflected  a  feeling  more  or  less  widespread  in  the  Fraternity,  I  give 
here  that  portion  of  my  reply  which  indicates  the  rule  governing  my  ac- 
tion : 

"The  rule  is  that  the  lodge  should  not  appear— as  a  lodge— on  funeral 
occasons  unless  it  appears  lor  the  purpose  of  MasoiAc  labor,  of  which  the 
rites  of  Masonic  sepulture  are  a  part  It  bars  no  Mason  from  attending 
the  funeral  of  a  brother  who  is  not  buried  with  our  services  On  the  con- 
trary, uuless  the  teachings  of  Masonry  have  been  lost  on  its  members, 
they  ought  to  be  more  ready  than  others  to  honor  the  memory  of  one  of 
their  number  by  their  individual  presence  at  the  funeral,  and  especially 
in  a  case  of  this  kind  where  it  is  known  that  the  deceased  especially  de- 
sired their  presence,  although  he  did  not  desire  to  be  buried  with  Mii- 
Bonic  rites. 

•'  To  you,  and  to  others  it  oppears,  my  decision  that  a  rule  forbids  a 
lodge  to  appear  on  a  funeral  occasion,  except  for  the  performance  of  the 
bnrial  rites,  seems  to  have  been  prompted  by  the  fear  that  the  dignity  of 
the  Fraternity  would  suffer  if  the  lodge  was  not  accorded  the  '  first  place,* 
and  the  rule  itself  to  be  rooted  in  the  phariseeism  which  says,  '  Stand 
aside,  I  am  holier  than  thou !' 

'*0f  this  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  rule  is  older  than  any  of  the  or- 
ganizations of  an  imitative  character  that  have  adopted  forms  of  burial 
service  of  their  own;  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  an  assumption  of  su- 
periority over  the  poor  publican  of  the  comparison  could  be  imputed  to 

the  pharisee  at  a  time  when  the  poor  publican  did  not  exist."        *        * 

•  *«  «  •  •  *•« 

He  briefly  alludes  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  under  the  head  of 

WOBK  AND  INSTBUCnON  I 

Judging  from  my  own  observations,  and  from  the  evidence  afforded  by 
the  reports  of  the  District  Deputies,  the  continued  depression  of  business 
has  had  its  legitimate  effect,  and  the  year  now  closing  will  prove  not  to 
have  been  one  of  general  activity  among  the  lodges.  In  addition  to  the 
causes  of  comparative  inactivity  which  lie  so  near  the  surface  as  to  be 
recognized  at  once  by  the  most  superficial  observer,  it  should  be  remem- 
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bered  that  the  measure  of  normal  growth  in  a  lodge  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  amount  of  work  and  rate  of  increase  which  marked  the  decade  pre- 
vious to  the  one  now  p<i8sing.  Alter  the  turmoil,  the  excitement,  the 
ceaseless  activity  of  that  eventful  period  must  come  a  period  of  reaction, 
^for  the  demand  for  rest  was  imperative.  During  such  periods  men  are, 
'rehitively  speaking,  disiucliued  to  move  unless  compelled  to  ;  and  this 
inertia  aflfects  nil  organized  and  iwsociated  life.  Time  is  required  to 
reach  the  point— somewhere  between  these  two  extremes — where  normal 
activity  reigus.  For  this  all  institutions  must  wait,  and  none  can  better 
afiford  to  wait  than  Masonry. 

I  infer  an  increased  interest  in  the  matter  of  ritualistic  instruction 
from  the  increase  of  applications  for  commissions  to  lecture,  over  the  pre- 
vious year  when  only  two  were  appointed. 

He  discusses  at  some  length  and  very  ably  the  propriety  of  recognizing 
the  Grand  Orient  of  Spain,  and  as  overtures  of  similar  char>\cter  are  pend- 
ing in  our  Grand  Dodge,  we  give  a  portion  of  his  reason  for  refusing  the 
recognition  claimed : 

The  so-called  Masonry  of  Spain  is  what  is  known  as  the  '*  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,''  whose  governing  head  is  a  body  known  as  tho 
Supreme  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  Thirty- 
Third  Degree,  and  of  this  body  all  other  bodies  composing  the  Grand 
Orient  are  dependents.  Among  these  dependent  bodies  is  the  "  Grand 
Lodge,"  nominally  the  governing  body  of  Symbolic  or  Blue  Masonry. 
It  is  a  Grand  Lodge  only  in  name,  having  no  attribute  of  sovereignty, 
and  destitute  even  of  the  first  attribute  of  independence — the  right  to 
choose  its  own  rulers.  The  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme 
Council  is  ex  officio  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Tho  office  of 
Grand  Commander  is  non-elective,  attaching  by  right  of  succession  to 
the  Senior  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  according  to  the  date  of 
his  diploma,  and  held,  with  the  appendant  Grand  Mastership,  by  a  life 
tenure. 

With  no  such  emasculated  Grand  Lodge — however  legitimate  might 
have  been  its  origin— could  the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Illinois,  sovereign  and 
independent,  enter  upon  relations  of  equality. 

Besides  the  usual  reports  of  committees,  all  commending  themselveg 
to  the  writer  as  valuable  Masonic  deliverances,  we  note  an  Oration,  by 
R.  W.  Brother  Alfred  Sample,  illustrating  tho  question,  **  Why  does  Ma- 
soNBY  LIVE  AND  PBosPEB  ?"  as  worthy  of  special  approval  He  may  be,  as 
be  calls  himself,  an  enthusiast,  but  there  is  reason  as  well  as  "  method 
in  his  madness.'' 

The  report  on 

OOBRESPONDENCE 

Was  made  by  Brother  Theo.  T.  Gumey,  for  committee — his  third  an- 
nual report — and  it  is  in  full  keeping  with  the  excellent  tone  and  stand- 
ard of  its  predecessors.    His  report  includes  Alabama  proceedings  of 
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1877,  and  a  foil  review  of  all  American  Grand  Lodges.  Brother  Gumey 
is  quite  pronounced  in  opposition  to  some  of  the  rulings  of  our  commit- 
tee on  jurisprudence  of  1877 ;  for  instance  our  committee  reported  in 
reference  to  one  of  P.  G.  M.  Wilson's  decisions  thus  ;  **  That  a  woman 
who  has  been  divorced  from  her  husband  is  not  a  competent  witness' 
against  him  in  a  Masonic  Tribunal,  as  to  matters  or  things  which  trans- 
pired during  coverture,"  the  committee  recommend  an  exception  in  cases 
of  injuries  to  her  person. 
To  this  Brother  G.  responds  : 

Then,  if  a  woman,  divorced,  knows  that  her  former  husband  is  guilty 
of  murder,  arson,  larceny,  and  a  score  of  other  crimes  committed  during 
coverture,  she  is  not  a  competent  witness !  There  is  a  constant  tendency 
to  encumber  our  spiritual  codes,  with  the  technicalities  and  practices  of 
the  courts,  and  sooner  or  later,  if  persisted  in,  will  destroy  the  simplicity 
and  Masonic  character  of  our  jurisprudence.  Where  are  the  grounds  for 
the  exception  made  by  the  committee  ?  Please  give  us  the  reason,  from 
a  Masonic  siaiulpoitdt  why  this  woman's  testimony  is  not  as  creditable  in 
oases  arising  during  coverture,  as  after  ? 

He  does  not  approve  of  legal  technicalities  as  applied  to  Masonic  juris- 
prudence.    Is  he  right  or  not  ?    We  are  half  inclined  to  agree  with  him. 

He  gives  a  timely  note  of  admonition  in  the  following  intelligent  and 
well  expressed  suggestions,  viz  : 

The  material  interests  of  Masonry  ebb  and  flow  with  the  general  finan- 
cial conditions  of  society.  Not  only  this,  but  its  practical  ethics  are  not 
ordinarily  in  advance  ot  the  sentiment  of  the  period.  There  seems  to  be 
a  tendency  in  all  organizations  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  general  cur- 
rent of  life's  activities  and  social  surroundings;  and  it  is  only  when  a 
people  have  found  the  maximum  of  regrets  for  the  past,  and  stand  amid 
the  ruins  of  unattainable  aspirations,  that  they  are  disposed  to  recognize 
the  fact,  that  the  harmonies  of  benevolent  life  cannot  be  maintained,  ex- 
cept by  sincere  devotion  to  the  central  figure  of  all  ethical  and  ben^oeni 
inspiixition. 

Masonry,  with  other  human  agencies  of  a  like  character,  has  been  di- 
verted from  its  normal  relations  to  humanity,  by  being  in  too  active  sym- 
pathy with  an  unpardonable  strife  for  considerations  foreign. to  its  prin- 
ciples and  declared  purposes.  Lodges  have  been  authorized  without  r&> 
card  (by  their  projectors)  for  the  real  interests  of  the  Craft,  resulting  too 
frequently  in  a  development  of  personal  ambitions,  strife  for  novelties, 
ostentatious  charities,  halls  and  paraphernalia,  that  imposing  expendi- 
tures and  unnatural  display,  in  and  out  of  the  lodge,  should  be  an  ele- 
ment in  the  competitive  race  for  numbers  and  notoriety.  The  conso- 
quences  have  been,  that  we  have  suffered  alike  with  theology  and  politics 
by  contact  with  that  loose  sense  of  moral  obligation  that  has  been  char- 
acteristic of  the  present  decade. 

Brother  Gurney,  we  note,  was  called  to  the  Grand  East,  and  he  very 
wisely  relegated  Brother  Bobbins  to  the  chair  Ueportorial,  so  wisely  and 
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efficiently  filled  by  him  for  yearR  prior  to  his  election  as  Qrand  Master. 
Now  the  late  Chaioman  is  Grand  Master  and  the  Past  Grand  Master  is 
the  chairman-correspondent 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Theo.  T.  Gurney  (elected) Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  F.  Barrill  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 692 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges 1 

INDIANA. 

We  have  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  "  the  sixty-first  annaal  meet- 
ing" of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  convened  at 
Indianapolis  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  day  of  May  A.  D.  1878.  Present  M. 
W.  Grand  Master  Andrew  J.  Hay,  with  Grand  and  Past  Grand  officers, 
the  representatives  of  498  (of  the  535)  subordinate  lodges,  and  a  large 
number  of  visiting  brethren. 

The  year's  doings  and  legislative  wants  of  the  Graft,  are  presented  by 
the  Grand  Master  in  a  long  and  able  annual  address  of  thirty-three  pages 
length. 

The  Grand  Lodge  debt  has  been  for  years  a  fruitful  source  of  troable 
in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Grand  Master  says  of  it  that  it  '*has  been  to 
me  a  fruitful  source  of  anxiety,  and  the  cause  of  more  care  and  concern 
than  all  the  other  burthens  of  office,  although  these  lost  have  been  by  no 
means  light.*' 

The  debt  alluded  to  consists  of  $75,000  00  of  bonded  obligations,  ma- 
turing in  1886,  carrying  $6,700  00  of  annually  accruing  interest,  and 
nearly  $29,000  of  unsecured  liabilities — pressing  for  settlement — all  the 
result  of  the  ambition  which  hurried  our  Brethren  of  Indiana  into  pre- 
mature efibrte  to  build  a  Masonic  Temple — of  wood  and  stone.  History 
here  but  repeats  itselt — oh !  that  our  Lodges — Grand  and  Subordinate — 
would  but  consider  and  mark  the  end  of  debt,  which  is*  discord  and  dis- 
aster continually.  Go  in  debt  if  ruin  is  your  object ;  keep  oat  of  it  if 
you  desire  harmony  and  prosperity. 

He  announces  a  decrease  of  membership,  bat  welcomes  the  fact  as  a 
subject  of  congratulation,  which  would  be  very  proper  if  the  decrease  is 
attribatable  mainly  to  the  causes  assigned  by  him,  viz  : 
11 
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Two  causes  have  doubtless  contribnted  to  this  result  —the  fiimncial 
stringency  which  so  seriously  effects  all  the  Western  and  Southern  States, 
and  the  increased  vigilance  of  our  lodges  in  regard  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  material  presented  to  them  for  inspection  and  initiation. 

But  how  far  has  the  burden  of  debt  and  its  vexations  operated  against 
a  healthy  increase? 

His  eulogy  of  our  late  Brother  P.  G.  M  Hazelrigg,  known  and  re- 
spected by  all  true  Masons,  is  just  and  true,  and  we  adopt  his  record 
given  : 

IK  MEMOBIAM. 

••There  is  a  Prince  and  great  man  fallen  this  day  in  Israel." 

The  saddest  event  occurring  during  the  year  just  closed  was  the  death 
of  our  Brother,  Past  Grand  Alaster  Hazelrigg.  Harvey  G.  Hazelngg, 
Past  Grand  Master,  died  at  his  residence  at  the  station  of  Hazelrigg,  near 
Lebanon,  Boone  county,  in  this  State,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber. 1877. 

The  masonic  life  of  onr  brother  was  full  and  rounded  ;  he  filled  every 
station  from  that  of  a  private  member  to  Grand  Master  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  serving  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the  fraternity. 

Our  brother  was  a  man  of  marked  individuality  ;  hypocrisy  and  every 
description  of  meanness  he  despised  and  condemned  in  no  measured 
terms.  Considerations  of  birth,  riches  or  position  in  themselves  he 
never  respected  ;  he  looked  at  the  merits  of  the  individual,  not  at  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  accident  or  society  had  placed  him.  He  was  open 
and  frank  in  all  bis  actions,  caring  for  the  favon\ble  opinion  of  the  good 
alone.  He  was  independent,  self-willed — even  obstinate,  if  you  please, 
yet  he  always  strove  to  be  right.  He  never  defended  a  position,  nor 
adopted  an  opinion,  unless  he  felt  it  to  be  correct,  but  having  once  made 
np  his  mind  he  must  be  convinced  of  his  error  before  he  yielded.  In  a 
long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  our  brother,  extending  over  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  knowing  him  in  all  the  relations  of  parent,  citizen  and 
brother  mason,  I  have  always  found  him  a  kind-hearted,  liberal,  charita- 
ble gentleman,  and  a  zealous  mason. 

Action  on  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  and  that 
of  New  Socth  Wales  was  deferred  until  the  next  annual  session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  renewed  its  non-intercourse  resolutions  of  1870 
against  the  Grand  OmEXT  of  Fbance,  though  it  seems  to  us  that  the 
Grand  Master*s  address  directing  attention  to  a  new  and  aggravated  of- 
fence against  masonic  principles,  called  for  a  special  edict  suited  to  the 
importance  of  her  recent  infidel  departure  from  the  "Landmarks."  In 
1870  she  had  invaded  only  the  sovereign  territory  of  other  Grand  Lodges; 
now  she  has,  with  unholy  hands,  attempted  to  wrest  the  scepter  of  gov- 
ernment from  the  Gband  Master  of  the  Universe  ! 

NO  report  on  CX)RRESP0ND£NCE. 
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OBAND  0FFI0KB8. 


M.  W.  Brother  Robert  Van  Yolzah  (deoted) Qiand  Master. 

R  W.  Brother  Wm.  H.  Smythe  (elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATisnos. 

Nnmber  of  Sabordinate  Lodges  (Chartered) 535 

Number  of  Subordinate  Lodges  (U.  D. ) 5 

INDIAN  TEREITORY. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  4th  Grand  annual  communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  held  at  McAlester,  on 
Tuesday,  the  5th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master,  J.  S.  Murrow,  and  we  presume  (tho*  it 
is  not  stated)  a  quorum  of  Grand  Lodge  constituents. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  announces  the  death  of  Dr.  T.  J. 
Bond,  Grand  Treasurer,  of  whom  he  speaks  in  terms  of  glowing  praise, 
saying,  in  conclusion,  that — 

Dr.  Bond  was  perhaps  the  most  universally  beloved  man  in  the  Indian 
Territory.     His  virtues  were  legion. 

The  address  gives  a  satisfactory  report  as  regards  "Fobbiqn  Rela- 
tions," but  is  evidently  dissatisfied  and  anxious,  as  the  annexed  extract 
will  show,  about  home  matters,  **  e.  g.  "  : 

IMTKBMAL  CONDITION. 

While  our  foreign  relations  are  pleasant  and  fraternal,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  our  internal  condition  is  not  good.  A  few  of  our  Lodges  are  not  in 
peace  and  harmony.  There  have  been  and  still  are,  in  two  or  three  of 
the  Lodges,  jealousies,  envies,  back-bi tings,  wranglings  that  are  dis- 
graceful and  will  result  in  ruin  unless  strict  and  severe  discipline  is  en- 
forced. There  is  a  class  of  reckless  white  adventurers  in  this  Territory. 
Some  of  these  have  perhaps  been  Masons  somewhere  ;  perhaps  expelled, 
at  best  irregular  and  unreliable.  These  are  troubling  our  L(Klges  no  lit- 
tle. Again  there  is  a  spirit  of  selfishness,  prompted  oy  ambition,  a  kind 
of  rule  or  ruin  principle,  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Masonry,  that 
has  done  great  harm.  In  one  or  two  Lodges  an  unlawful  and  shameful 
seeking  after  the  offices  in  the  Lodge  at  the  time  of  the  regular  annual 
election,  was  almost  equal  to  the  political  canvassinff  in  the  States. 
Such  things  ought  not  to  be,  my  brethren.  They  should  be  severely  de- 
nounced noiD,  in  our  infancy,  that  we  may  grow  up  in  better  habits.  But 
I  am  not  done  scolding.  Investigations  in  two  or  three  oases  have  been 
made  to  correct  the  wrong  and  uphold  the  right,  and  instead  of  brethren 
being  fair,  candid  and  true,  as  becomes  the  sons  of  Ughi,  there  has  been 
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unfairness,  a  want  of  candor,  suppression  of  truth,  taking  adyantage  of 
technicalities,  browbeating,  bulldozing,  anything  almost,  to  cover  up 
wrong  and  prevent  justice,  right — Masonry— from  being  vindicated.  It 
is  a  very  unpleasAut  duty,  but  I  feel  compelled  at  this  meeting  to  lay  be* 
fore  you  the  condition  of  at  least  two  of  the  Lodges,  and  trust  that  you 
will  meet  the  cases  fair  and  square.  A  good,  healthy  dose  of  discipline 
just  now,  my  brethren,  will  do  our  Grand  Lodge  and  Masonry  more 
good  than  anything  I  know  of. 

We  had  hoped  for  better  things,  and  still  hope  that  the  disease  will 
yield  to  treatment.     The  remedy  should  be  applied  in  heroic  doses. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  conducted  with  dignity  and  with 
approved  promptness  and'  intelligence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  was  recognized. 

We  note  the  gratifying  episode,  or  incident,  whereby  Alpha  Lodge, 
heretofore  bound  to  Kansas,  but  recently  released  from  its  original  fealty 
by  the  recognition  resolutions  of  its  Sovereign,  tendered  its  adhesion  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  was  openly  welcomed  a« 
the  ll!th  constituent  of  the  new  organization. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE 

Was  interrupted  by  the  death  of  Brother  J.  B.  Jones,  Chairman,  but 
completed  by  Brother  H.  F.  Buckner  and  Grand  Master  Murrow. 

It  is  a  brief  but  very  readable  report,  and  the  greatest  objection  we  can 
urge  to  it  is,  that  it  does  not  name  Alabama — neither  this  nor  the  pre- 
ceding reports  include  a  review  of  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings.     Why  ? 

GRAND  07FI0EB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  J.  S .  Murrow  (re-elected) Grand  Magter. 

B.  W.  Brother  W.  A.  MoBride  (elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 12 

IOWA. 

The  latest  report  from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  contained  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  annual  communication  held  June  4th,  1878,  which  were  re- 
Tiewed  in  our  last  report 

We  regret  the  abeence  of  the  proceedings  for  1879. 
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KANSAS. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  convened  its  (23d)  twenty-third 
annual  communication  at  Atchison,  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  A.  D. 
1878. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  Gnthrie,  presided,  and  opened,  in  Ample 
Form,  a  Grand  Lodge  composed  of  "  representatives  of  a  constitutional 
number  of  Lodges  for  the  transaction  of  business.  '*  We  have  been  un- 
able to  ascertain  from  the  minutes  how  many  Lodges  were  represented, 
but  judging  from  those  reported  as  contributing  dues,  the  number  was 
about  80 — less  than  half  of  the  constituent  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  able  and  comprehensive.  We  qao'te 
with  approval  his  (timely)  remarks  on 

MASONIC  ELECTIONS. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  one  evil  that  too  often  enters  into  the 
government  of  MAsonic  Bodies,  both  supreme  and  subordinate,  a  dispo- 
sitiou  of  well  meaning  but  ambitious  brethren  to  enter  into  combinations 
to  secure  rank  and  preferment.  It  may  be  pardonable  for  the  citizen  to 
adopt  the  usual  methods  of  politicians  as  a  means  to  securing  place  and 
emoluments  in  the  government  of  the  State  ;  but  such  methods  are  rep- 
rehensible in  the  highest  degree  in  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

The  highest  trust  committed  to  you  as  the  representatives  of  our  Order 
in  this  Jurisdiction  is  the  choice  of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
These  officers  should  be  chosen  for  their  meritorious  worth,  and  the  fact 
that  a  brother  wishes  the  post  of  honor,  or  that  he  resides  in  some  sap- 
posed  favorable  locality,  should  not  influence  a  single  vote.  I  have  been 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  always  a  safe  rule  in  choosing 
officers  to  vote  against  Masonic  politicians.  The  brethren  of  a  Lodge, 
unembDrrassed  by  the  importunities  of  ambitious  candidates,  will  usually 
make  a  wise  choice  in  the  selection  of  officers.  And  the  brother  who  by 
his  industry  serves  the  Craft  well  and  faithfully,  will  finally  secure  his 
reward.  The  great  principles  of  our  Order  and  the  laws  laid  down  in 
our  Ancient  Constitutions  in  regard  to  these  practices  are  so  well  under- 
stood by  the  older  and  more  experienced  members  of  the  Craft,  that 
there  is  need  only  of  calling  your  attention  to  them  to  be  appreciated 
and  faithfully  practiced  by  our  brethren. 

Our  Order  is  designed  for  higher  and  nobler  purposes  than  that  of 
grutiiyiug  the  ambition  of  men,  lind  the  Mason  who  would  prostitute  the 
Order  to  promote  his  business  or  gratify  his  ambition  is  unworthy  the 
fraternal  regard  of  the  Craft 

He  made  one  decision  which  called  forth  a  dissenting  report  from  his 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  we  concur  in  their  objections.  We 
quote  the  report  as  stating  with  sufficient  explicitness  the  decision  ob- 
jected to,  viz : 
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That  we  recommeud  the  approval  of  the  reported  decisions  of  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Master,  excepting  the  one  relating  to  the  right  of  a  Past  Mas- 
ter to  succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  of  the  Master  in 
the  absence  of  the  three  principal  officers  of  the  Lodge.  Concerning 
this  we  say,  that  the  general  role  is  that  Past  Masters,  as  such,  possess 
no  rights  and  privileges  in  a  Master  Mason's  Lodge  not  possessed  oy  any 
Master  Mason,  except  those  specifically  granted  them  by  their  particular 
Grand  Lodge  or  extended  to  them  by  courtesy.  The  Standing  Regula- 
tion referred  to  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  was  a  right  specifically 
granted  to  Past  Masters  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  by  section  44  of  the  Constitution  adopted  in  1866,  the  Standing  Reg- 
ulation of  1863  was  repealed,  and  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1874, 
approving  the  decision  of  that  year,  which  is  also  referred  to  by  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Master,  confirms  us  in  the  opinion  that  the  general  rule  above 
stated  is  the  law  of  this  Jurisdiction. 

He  is  quite  pronounced  in  his  denunciations  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  in  which  he  was  fully  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence, viz : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  views  with  surprise  and 
profound  regret  the  unwarranted  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Orient  of 
f^nce  in  eliminating  from  her  affirmation  of  Masonic  principles,  the 
solemn  declaration  of  a  sincere  belief  in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  such  action  being  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  Freemasonry  as  taught  and  believed  among  us  and  being  in  op- 
position to  the  Ancient  Charges  and  Landmarks  of  the  Fraternity. 

Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Lodge  in  consequence  of  the  late  action  of 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France  does  hereby  re-affirm  the  action  heretofore 
bad  in  the  severing  of  all  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  said  Grand  Orient 
of  France. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  will  not  recognize  as  true  and  lawful 
Masons  any  person  hailing  from  Lodges  under  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  and  all  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  are  therefore  directed  not  to 
admit  as  visitors  any  such  persons. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  in  a  sound  condition.  A  special 
report  on  cobbespondence  discusses  at  some  length  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  Scotland  and  Quebec,  censuring  the 
former  for  unwarranted  aggressions  upon  the  sovereign  jurisdiction  of 
the  latter.  We  cannot  assent  to  all  of  their  conclusions,  for  we  think 
Quebec  is  not  altogether  blameless  in  some  aspects  of  the  controversy. 
For  instance,  did  she  not  refuse  to  accept  recognition  from  Scotland  up- 
on the  terms  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  to  that  of  Canada 
and  accepted  without  complaint  by  the  latter? 

The  terms  of  recognition  proposed  in  both  instances  merely  retained 
pontrol  of  the  four  Lodges  chartered  directly  by  the  mother  Grand 
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Lodges,  and  left  it  optional  with  such  enbordinates  to  change  or  continue 
their  allegiance  at  pleasure.  It  seems  to  qb  that  what  Canada  coald  ac- 
cept without  dishonor,  Qncbec  (her  daughter)  might  have,  at  least,  sub- 
mitted to  without  wrangling.  Both  had,  too,  the  advantage  of  local  as- 
sociation and  interest  to  help  them  in  securing  the  favor  of  the  four 
Lodges  retaining  allegiance  to  the  old  Grand  Bodies.  We  are  inclined 
to  view  this  controversy  as  **a  tempest  in  a  teapot,"  likely  to  be  increased 
rather  than  diminished  by  outside  interposition.  We  hope  and  expect 
a  full  and  satisfactory  settlement  as  soon  as  the  parties  to  the  controversy 
can  reason  with  and  bo  charitable  towards  each  other.  Stubbornness  is 
a  Scotch  liUe,  and  yet  they  are  essentially  true  and  intelligent  Masons, 
yielding  to  none  in  unswerving  devotion  to  the  mystic  art  and  its  fhiter- 
nal  ties.  Don't  scold,  Brother  Brown,  our  hdure  is  ended.  Forgive  our 
rashness  in  attempting  to  criticise  your  opinions. 

HoNOBS  TO  Bbotheb  Albeut  Pise,  S.  Q.  G.  of  the  S.  C.  oi^  the  A.  and 

A.  S.  Bite. 

The  following  is  the  minute  recording  the  reception  of  this  distin- 
guished and  invited  guest,  viz  : 

Brother  M.  S.  Adams,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  Invitation,  in- 
troduced and  with  a  few  well-chosen  remarks  presented  Brother  Albert 
Pike,  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A. 
and  A.  S.  Kite  of  the  Houthern  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica. This  illastrious  Craftsman  is  the  most  distinguished  Masonic  author 
and  historian  of  the  present  age  ;  a  savant  lawyer,  poet,  and  in  addition 
to  being  tho  highest  Alasonic  dignitary  in  the  southern  jurisdiction,  he  is 
Provincial  Grand  Prior  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  of  the  united 
Religious  and  Military  Orders  of  the  Temple  and  of  St.  John  of  Jerusa- 
lem, Palestine,  Rhodes  and  Malta,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland  in  the  United  States,  and  an  hon- 
orary member  of  nearly  every  Supreme  Council  in  the  world.  He  favored 
the  Grand  Lodge  with  an  address  of  over  one  hour  on  the  '*  Symbolism 
of  Masonry."  During  which  time  he  held  his  hearers  completely  spNBllr 
bound  by  the  matchless  power  of  his  eloquence,  replete  with  beautiful 
imagery  and  instruction  in  the  hidden  meanings  of  the  Mystic  Art,  and 
delivered  with  the  peculiar  grace  and  deep  earnestness  for  which  he  is  so 
deservedly  famed.  The  worthy  Craftsmen  of  Kansas  will  not  soon  for- 
get this  rich  intellectual  treat,  which  was  to  every  listener  ^'a  feast  of 
reason  and  a  flow  of  soul,"  pure  and  unadulterated. 

Brother  John  H.  Brown,  for  the  Committee,  (and  not  as  Grand  Secre- 
tary) presented  the 

bkpobt  on  cobbespondengb, 

Which  fully  sustains  his  reputation  as  a  reviewer.    He  reports  on  the 
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proceedings  of  54  Grand  Lodges,  giving  to  each  due  and  fraternal  con- 
sideration, and  yet  compressing  his  report  within  dne  bounds.  Oh !  that 
the  PowsB  "  would  the  giftie  gi'e  us  **  to  do  the  like  ourself !  Alabama 
doings— report  of  1877— are  reviewed  with  acceptable  care  and  candor 
from  the  Grand  Master's  address  to  the  closing  work,  including  a  com- 
plimentary notice  of  and  quotation  from  the  report  of  Brother  Titcomb^ 
Chairman  of  Ck>mmittee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals. 

OBAND  OFFICERS  : 

M.  W.  Brother  Edwin  D.  Hillyer  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  John  H.  Brown  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISnCS. 

Number  of  .Chartered  Lodges 166 

KENTUCKY. 

We  welcome  the  79th  annual  report  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky, containing  the  proceedings  of  its  annual  communication  convened 
in  Louisville  on  Tuesday,  October  the  22d,  A.  D.  1878. 

Grand  Master  Campbell  H.  Johnson  opened  in  Ample  Form  a  Grand 
Lodge  comprising  a  large  attendance  of  official  members  and  Lodge  rep- 
resentatives. How  many  of  the  latter  were  present,  or  how  many  Char- 
tered Lodges  owe  allegiance  to  the  jurisdiction,  the  Grand  Secretary  has 
given  us  no  ready  means  of  estimating. 

We  note  a  very  decided  improvement  in  the  typographical  make  up  of 
recent  Kentucky  reports.  The  one  under  review  is  not  only  unexcep- 
tionable in  that  respect,  but  is  adorned  with  a  frontispiece  portraying  the 
manly  features  of  Grand  Master  Johnson. 

Thanks  for  this  introduction,  even  through  the  imperfect  agency  of  an 
engraving. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  an  able  message,  abounding  in  evidences 
of  a  laborious  year  of  service. 

His  decisions  are  numerous — 52  in  all — and  when  we  consider  the 
thought,  research  and  letter  writing  incident  to  their  preparation  and 
delivery,  we  can  readily  estimate  the  labor  involved. 

We  quote  two  of  his  decisions  as  especially  pertinent  to  questions 
claiming  attention  in  this  jurisdiction,  viz  : 

•A  candidate  for  the  Second  or  Third  Degree  can  not  require  charges 
to  be  preferred  against  him  in  case  of  rejection,  and  force  the  objecting 
brother  to  give  bis  reasons  lor  so  objecting.    The  ballot  in  each  degree 
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is  as  sacred  as  in  the  First ;  and  no  one  hus  a  right  to  question  the  mo- 
tives of  any  brother  in  caBting  his  ballot.  The  candidate  so  rejected  bos 
the  right  to  dimit  if  clear  of  the  books,  and  no  charges  stand  against 
him. 

The  violation  of  the  chastity  of  a  female  is  a  Masonic  offense,  and 
shonld  be  punished  as  such.  An  offense  against  Masonry  is  a  violation 
of  the  laws  of  Grod  or  of  the  country,  therefore  we  are  not  only  bound 
to  respect  those  within  the  pale,  but  cdL 

The  address  complains  of  an  abuse  which  we  hope  is  not  ineradicable, 
or  generally  prevalent,  for  it  strikes  a  deadly  blow  at  Grand  Lodge  power. 
Ls  indeed,  revolt  against  Masonic  government  and  usage  : 

INOORPOBATION  OF  SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  propriety  of  forbidding 
Subordinate  Lod(;es  from  incorporating  themselves  independent  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  This,  custom  has  become  so  prevalent  in  Kentucky  that 
in  any  serious  question  of  emergency  it  will  be  impossible,  or  at  least 
extremely  difficult,  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  maintain  necessary  suprem- 
acy. I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion,  that  had  this  been  enforced  years  ago 
a  vast  amount  of  the  serious  complications  of  my  term  of  office  would 
have  been  avoided.  The  opinion  of  that  sound  jurist,  Judge  John  L. 
Lewis,  Past  Grand  Master  of  New  York,  and  formerly  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  that  State,  was  long  ago  given  in  opposition  to  the  practice. 
In  ]8fi7  Most  WorshipfulWilliam  Silas  Whitehead,  Grand  Master  of  New 
Jersey,  gave  the  following  reasons  for  opposing  it,  and  asking  his  Grand 
Lodge  to  forbid  the  practice.  He  says  :  "I  hiave  lately  given  this  sub- 
ject some  examination,  and  the  conclusion  to  which  I  have  arrived  is, 
that  the  incorporation  ot  Masonic  bodies  is  subversive  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  Masonic  government,  and  inimical  to  the  prosperity  and  per- 
petuity of  the  institution.  It  sweeps  away  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Master,  and  subordinates  the  Masonic  to 
the  civil  authorities  upon  questions  strictly  Masonic" 

Here  we  feel  disposed  to  leave  our  Kentucky  Brethren  to  pursue  the 
routine  work  of  the  Lodge  in  their  own  skillful  way,  and  cease  our  in- 
spection of  its  current  labors  that  we  may  rejoice  with  them  in  the  happy 
completion  of  •'  that  groat  and  glorious  work  "  in  which  they  had  been 
BO  long  and  so  often  hindered  by  obstacles  seemingly  insurmountable. 
We  have  watched  their  struggles  in  the  past  with  alternate  hope  and  fear, 
and  now  that  success  has  crowned  their  pereistent  efforts  to  establish  the 
Home,  we  rejoice  with  exceeding  joy  at  their  triumphant  vindication  of 
Masonic  charity  and  ability  to  conduct  and  sustain  a  benevolent  enter- 
prise, so  grand  in  conception  and  difficult  of  achievement,  that  we  gaze 
with  growing  wonder  at  its  successful  achievement. 

Thank  God  that  "  associated  benevolence  "  is  not  forbiddeii  to  Masons, 
and  also  for  the  great  Landuabk  r>ar  Kentucky  Brethren  have  thus  estab- 
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lisbed  to  direct  the  army  of  progress  and  encourage  its  doubting  pio- 
neers. 
The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  thus  announces  the  completion  of 

THE  HOME  : 

At  no  time  in  the  history  of  Kentucky  Masonry  has  there  been  a  more 
glorious  moment,  and  the  heart  of  every  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction 
should  well  up  with  pride,  not  only  that  he  is  a  Mason  tried  and  true, 
irusted  and  honored,  but  that  he  is  a  Kentucky  Masoiij  The  Temple — **The 
Home" — is  completed !    Great  and  joyous  tidings  to  the  Craft — 

To  the  Power  Almighty,  who  ever  has  guided 

Tbe  tribes  of  old  Israel,  exulting  their  fume  ; 
To  Him  who  hath  governed  our  hearts  undivided, 

Let's  send  forth  our  voices  to  praise  His  great  name. 

There  is  no  more  occasion  for  level  or  plumb-line, 

For  trowel  or  gavel,  for  compass  or  square  j 
Our  works  they  are  finished.  The  Home  is  completed^ 

And  we  shall  be  greeted  as  workmen  most  rare. 

This  magnificent  building,  like  Solomon's  Temple,  has  occupied  moru 
than  seven  years  in  its  construction,  and  has  engaged  so  many  workmen, 
and  been  directed  by  so  many  wise  and  celdtrated  Craftsmen,  may,  like 
that  celebrated  Temple,  give  way  to  the  lapse  of  time,  the  ruthless  hand 
of  ignorance,  or  the  devastation  of  war,  bat  the  holy  purposes  for  which 
it  was  erected  will  indelibly  engrave  it  upon  the  hearts  of  the  Fraternity, 
and  its  praises  will  bo  transmitted  from  generation  to  generation,  and 
thus  it  will  prove  itself  an  indestructible  monument  to  the  reality  of  Ma- 
sonic charity  and  tbe  beuevoleucc  of  Kentucky  Masons. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  after  years  of  arduous  labor,  are  now  rewarded 
by  seeing  the  fruits  of  their  labor  in  a  completed  charity  not  equaled  in 
aU  the  land.  Their  labor  hfis  been  severe,  but  their  reward  great ;  and 
the  hearts  of  the  widows  and  orphans  now  sheltered,  protected,  clad,  and 
fed  under  tbe  protecting  roof,  and  the  multitude  of  such  who  may  follow 
them,  will  give  honor  to  their  names,  and  through  them  bless  and  praise 
the  Order  that  has  provided  such  munificent  comforts  for  those  who  are 
left  homeless  and  houseless. 

Later  in  these  proceedings  we  have  a  full  account  of  the  * 'Dedicatory  ser- 
vices of  the  Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home,''  of  which  ceremonial 
it  is  said  that : 

The  Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home  was  dedicated  October  23d 
with  nothing  lacking  in  the  programme  to  render  the  occasion  one  of  the 
most  imposing  that  ever  transpired  in  the  history  of  Masonry  in  Ken- 
tucky. A  groat  crowd  of  people,  including  several  hundred  visiting 
Masons  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  were  present,  and  the  exercises  were 
of  extraordinary  interest. 

It  was  indeed  a  notable  day,  a  day  of  jubilee  !    We  have  enjoyed  the 
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events  of  that  celebratioD,  by  proxy  as  it  were,  in  reaching  the  published 
reports  of  them.  We  are  especially  pleased  with  the  eloquent  addresses 
delivered  by  G.  M.  Johnson,  Gov.  McCreary,  Col.  W.  C.  P.  Breckinridge, 
and  others.  Bat  we  most  desist,  for  want  of  space,  from  farther  com- 
ment on  this  topic. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  CORBESPONDEMCB 

Is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Robert  Morris,  P.  G.  M.,  who  returns  to  duty 
in  this  department  after  a  recess  of  just  20  years — his  last  report  was 
made  in  1858— having  in  the  mean  time  served  with  credit  as  M.  W. 
Grand  Master.  He  confeswes  to  the  tremor  of  advancing  years,  apos- 
trophises the  memory  of  the  great  and  good  (naming  many  of  them) 
"  whose  names  are  passing  from  the  memory  of  most ;  they  can  never 
pass  from  his  " —  **  and  their  whispers,  through  the  midnight  hour  en- 
courage him  to  undertake  once  more  this  pleasant  though  mighty  work." 

He  finds  the  "proceedings  mostly  repetitions  of  those  to  which,  in  the 
past  generation  he  was  accustomed  to,"  and  says  a  word  of  critical  cen- 
sure to  Grand  Masters,  Grand  Secretaries,  and  committees  on  Corres- 
pondence ;  indeed  to  all  officials,  for  conditions  (sameness)  the  reverse 
of  those  which  greeted  Hip  Van  Winkle,  after  his  short  nap,  with  startling 
evidences  of  change.  Fiction  treats  of  sudden  changes  in  human  affairs, 
while  history  repeats  the  same  old  story  of  like  producing  like,  contin- 
ually. If  our  Brother  had,  on  his  return  to  duty,  found  all  the  improve- 
ments and  changes  he  seems  to  have  expected,  possibly  his  wonder  might 
have  been  increased,  for  then  Masonry,  perfected,  would  have  been  clothed 
in  her  shining  robes,  in  celebration  of  the  millenium  of  her  redemption 
from  human  faults  an4  foibles. 

Brother  Morris  give  us  a  very  interesting  review  of  many  American 
Grand  Lodges,  and  adds  useful  information  as  to  the  doings  of  several 
European  Grand  Bodies.  He  was  commissioned  by  Grand  Master  Camp- 
bell H.  Johnson  to  visit  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  for  the  parpose  of 
"proposing  a  more  general  dissemination  of  the  system  of  Grand  Lodge 
Eepresentativcs.  He  visited  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  appears  to  have  been  welcomed  as  an  honored  guest  by  all, 
receiving  many  personal  courtesies  and  favors  from  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  review  of  Alabama  proceedings,  report  of  1877,  contained  in  this 
report  is  quite  lull  and  is  very  satisfactory. 

He  approves  Grand  Master  Pillans'  decisions,  except  as  to  the  second 
viz :  "  Officers,  derelict  in  the  matter  of  dues,  may  be  suspended  the 
same  as  private  Masons,"  and  says  of  th&t  ruling  : 
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Applying  the  square  of  ancient  law  to  these  decisions,  we  see  no  ob- 

C'  Ions  to  any  save  the  second  and  sixth.     To  suspend  the  Master  of  a 
ge  for  N.  P.  D.  wonld  make,  to  say  the  leasts  a  Indicroos  condition  of 
things,  which  will  scarcely  bear  examination. 

Of  the  sixth  he  saggests  the  ballot,  instead  of  voting  by  roll  call,  etc. 
That  decision,  however,  merely  announced  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction, 
a  law  as  old  as  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  give  Brother  Morris* 

OONGLUSIOll : 

Thus  we  close  onr  labor  of  love.  It  has  been,  in  all  respects,  a  pleas- 
nnt  task.  As  a  correspondent  writes— himself  one  of  the  sharpest  blades 
of  the  reportorial  fraternity — "I  enjoy  the  work  ;  I  like  the  freedom  and 
irresponsibilities  of  the  position  where  one  can  write  without  feeling  the 
constant  necessity  for  weighing  words  under  which  a  Grand  Master 
labors.  It  is  a  nice  thing  to  feel  at  liberty  to  hif.  a  head  whenever  you  can 
see  one,  and  this  a  reporter  can  do  !" 

Your  Chairman,  while  indulging  in  this  freedom,  has  ever  kept  in 
mind,  during  the  preparation  of  this  report,  that  his  private  opinions 
npon  Masonic  questions  are  subordinate  to  the  rulings  of  his  Grand 
Lodge.  He  has  endeavored  to  study  urbanity  and  gentle  consideration 
of  the  views  of  others.  Having  suffered  in  past  years  from  harshness  and 
misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  reporters,  he  has  learned  ^r^/,  how  much 
pain  they  give  to  the  persons  at  whom  they  are  aimed,  and  second,  how 
little  influence  they  have  in  moulding  the  opinions  of  others.  He  has 
learned,  he  believes,  charily,  and  if  in  anything  said  in  this  lengthy  re- 
port, anything  illiberal  or  uncharitable  can  be  seen,  he  prays  the  reader 
to  take  his  pencil  and  dele  it,  as  the  writer  himself  would  have  done  had 
he  seen  it  before  sending  it  out  to  the  world. 

OBAND   0FFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  Thos.  S.  Petit  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  Hiram  Bassett  (re-elected) » Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  (estimated) 507 

LOUISIANA. 

The  67th  annual  grand  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louis- 
iana, convened  in  New  Orleans,  February  10th,  A.  D.  1879,  completing 
its  work  on  the  14th,  making  a  session  of  Jive  days. 

Sixty  Lodges  represented. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Samuel  James  Powell  opened  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  Ample  Form.     His  annual  address  is  able,  and  we  extract  some  por- 
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tioDs  likely  to  interest  our  readers.    Of  the  conditions  then  snrronnding 
them,  he  pays  : 

The  circumstances  that  mark  this  anniversary  of  onr  cominf]^  together 
are  not  j\8  propitious  as  we  could  desire.  A  year  ago  we  left  this  sacred 
place  filled  ^nth  high  hopes  for  the  improvement  of  the  general  weltare 
of  our  people,  as  well  as  for  the  advancement  of  Masonry,  But  these 
hopes  have  failed  of  fulfillment  The  material  interests  of  our  country 
have  Bufiered  disastrous  reverses— every  industry  has  been  seriously  hin- 
dered— a  pestilence  has  been  abroad,  and  our  friends  and  brethren  have 
fallen  around  us  like  leaves  in  wintry  weather.  Perhaps  the  failure  of 
our  hopes  are  only  commensurate  with  our  failure  of  duty,  and  of  our 
forgetfnlness  of  Him,  in  whom  we  profess  to  put  onr  trust  Thank  God, 
while  he  has  afflicted  ho  has  not  destroyed  ;  and  we  are  again  in  annual 
communication,  with  new  hopes,  and  new  resolutions. 

In  speaking  of  the  epidemic  of  1878  after  rehearsing  some  of  its  terri- 
ble incidents,  he  says  : 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  describe  the  details  of  sufifering,  misery,  and 
want,  that  followed  in  the  tniin  of  this  dreadful  scourge.'  Nay,  rather,  I 
would  draw  a  veil  over  the  scenes  of  horror,  and  retain  nothing  save  the 
memories  of  the  dead,  and  the  noble  charities  and  heroic  deeds  of 
philanthropy  it  called  forth . 

At  first  our  membership  was  singularly  exempt  from  attacks,  and  so 
confident  were  our  brethren  that  they  oould  t»ike  care  of  our  own  honse* 
hold,  that  I  persistently  declined  profiered  assistance  from  other  juris- 
dictions. But  our  hopes  in  this  direction  soon  failed.  The  fever-fiend, 
in  its  blind  fury  sought  indiscriminately  whom  it  might  destroy,  and  oar 
brethren  and  their  families  shared  the  common  fate. 

As  soon  as  our  necessities  were  known,  liberal  donations  accompanied 
with  words  of  compassionate  sympathy  came  from  our  brethren  in  other 
jurisdictions.  Material  assistance  without  stint  or  measure,  was  freely 
and  voluntarily  furnished  us,  and  in  a  few  days  funds  to  meet  all  our 
wants  were  at  our  disposal.  So  lavish  and  continuous  were  these  dona- 
tions, that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  send  a  telegram,  through  the  Associated 
Press,  to  all  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  to  cease  their  gener- 
ous contributions. 

To  these  generous  brethren,  who  so  promptly  came  to  our  relief  in  the 
hour  of  affliction,  I  now  tender  the  grateful  acknowledgments  and  the 
heartfelt  thanks  of  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction.  Their  unmeasured 
generosity  and  unstinted  beneficence  will  live  iorever  in  our  memories, 
and  be  cherished  with  the  truest  affections  of  our  hearts.  Their  timely 
and  munificent  charities  have  strengthened  the  bond  of  fellowship  and 
cemented  anew  our  hearts  to  them  in  a  closer  communion,  and  they  will 
stand  forever  as  monuments  to  the  sacredness  of  our  fraternal  relations, 
and  to  show  to  the  world  how  Masons  love  each  other. 

• 

The  Grand  Master  is  satisfied  with  the  general  condition  of  the  Graft, 
and  says  that  amid  all  the  trials  of  the  year,  even  in  sickness  and  financial 
adversity,  * '  they  have  maintained  their  integrity,  and  peace  and  harmony 
prevail" 
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The  financial  affairs  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  alladed  to  in  oar  last  report, 
has  not  materially  improved.  Their  valuable  property  yields  bat  a  limited 
income,  and  the  "per  capita'*  relief  assessments  ordered  in  1878  does 
not  appear  to  have  met  a  cordial  response  from  some  Lodges. 

Troubles  of  that  description,  like  some  other  ghosts,  will  not  down  **sA 
the  bidding"  of  Grand  Officers  or  Grand  Lodges.  The  way  out  of  debt  is 
a  ragged  path  fall  of  intricacies  and  difficalties. 

We  sympathise  with  E.  W.  Brother  Grand  Secretary  Batchelor  in  the 
multiplicity  of  accounts  he  is  compelled  to  figure  over  in  manipulating 
the  Grand  Lodge  property  and  revenue  interests.  The  financial  state- 
ments alone  fill  35  pages  of  his  report  Too  much  business  of  that 
description  !  Why  a  bank  would  require  fewer  figures  to  state  its  opera- 
tions. When  they  get  out  of  trouble,  in  that  direction,  as  we  hope  and 
believe  they  will  ere  long  do,  then  Dr.  B.  will  be  entitled  to  a  diploma  as 
"master  of  finances,*'  as  well  as  "master  of  dispatches."  T^^ere  is  a 
good  time  coming,  Brethren  of  Louisian,  take  advantage  of  it  and  thro# 
off  the  shackles  of  debt. 

Brother  Geo.  H.  Braughn  and  his  associates  of  the  committee  has  given 
OS  in  this  volume  another  excellent 

BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPOKDENCB. 

But  we  regret  to  see  he  announces  his  farewell.  The  new  committee 
consists  of  Brother  R.  W.  Wm.  Ritchie  V/hitaker,  R.  W.  Ernest  Morel, 
and  W.  WeHley  E.  Lawrence,  worthy  successors  of  able  predecessors. 

The  review  of  Brother  Braughn  embraces  the  proceedings  of  48  Ameri- 
can Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama— report  of  1877 — together 
with  those  of  13  Foreign  Grand  Bodies— making  altogether  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  instructive  report  We  think  he  takes  a  one-sided 
view  of  the  controversy  between  Quebec  and  Scotland,  and  will  see  cause 
ere  long  to  revoke  his  extreme  censure  of  the  latter.  As  heretofore  inti- 
mated in  this  report  we  cannot  view  the  action  of  Scotland  in  the  case 
alluded  to  as  either  a  direct  or  intentional  attack  on  the  American  theory 
of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty,  and  therefore  cannot  assent  fully  to  his  re- 
mark that  "  the  attack  on  Quebec's  rights  assails  our  own."  Before  de- 
nouncing, let  CIS  wait  for  fuller  developments. 

GBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Edwin  Marks  (elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  C.  Batchelor  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 
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MAINE. 


The  60th  Annual  Gommnnication  of  the  M.  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  Maine 
convened  at  Portland,  May  6th,  A.  D.  1870. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Edward  P.  Bornham— 169  chartered 
Lodges  (of  a  total  of  180)  represented.  We  note,  also,  a  full  attendance 
of  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  well  arranged,  good  and  comprehen- 
sive message,  giving  interesting  historical  facts,  and  not  neglecting  the 
record  of  current  events.  His  decisions  are  few,  two  only,  Nos.  1  and  5, 
relating  to  matters  of  general  interest,  viz: 

1.  Id  referring  to  the  widow  and  orphans  of  a  mason,  we  can  only 
mean  those  who  legitimately  hold  those  relations  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  State. 

5.  A  Lodge  can  not  have  two  classes  of  membership,  viz:  ordinary, 
and  conditional  or  provisional. 

We  quote  the  Grand  Master's  views  on  the  subject  of — 

MASONIC   B£LISF« 

There  is  a  tendency  to  expect  Lodges,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  render 
considerable  material  aid  in  cases  of  destitution  among  masons  and  their 
families.  This  arises  in  part  from  erroneous  ideas  imparted  by  some 
masons  to  their  families,  and  by  a  portion  of  the  masonic  speakers  and 
writers,  and  also  from  tlio  fact  that  there  are  many  beneficial  sociotiea 
that  make  a  specialty  of  paying  sick  and  funeral  benefits.  We  have  no 
such  plan.  We  do  not  receive  the  money  requisite  to  the  carrying  out  of 
the  system,  and  therefore  should  not  be  expected,  without  the  means,  to 
perform  what  we  do  not  promise.  The  responsibility  of  our  Fraternity 
IS  individual,  and  can  not  be  shifted  upon  any  association." 

I^or  can  we  forego  the  pleasure  of  reproducing  the  following  portion  of 

the  historical  record  of  this  address,  as  it  relates  to  the  beginning  of 

masonry  in  that  jurisdiction: 

ABMY  LODGES  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

"There  were  ten  of  these  Lodges,  the  oldest  being  St.  John's,  of  New 
York,  1775.  American  Union  Lodge,  ot  Connecticut,  was  chartered  by 
the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge  in  Massachusetts,  Februarv  ]5th,  in  the 
year  of  Salvation,  177(>.  and  was  with  the  army  in  Connecticut,  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  until  1783,  the  last  meeting  being  held  April  33,  1783, 
when  Brother  Rose  was  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Graft.  General 
Washington  was  a  visitor, December  27,  1779.  Henry  Dearborn,  after- 
wards member  of  Congress  from  the  District  of  Maine,  was  a  visitor 
April  7,  1779.  John  Brooks,  afterwards  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  was 
made  an  Entered  Apprentice  August  28,  1779.  I  will  give  the  form  of  a 
procession,  April  17,  1779:  1.  Outside  Tyler;  2.  Wanlens  with  white 
rods;    3.  Youngest  brother  with  the  bag;    L  Brethren  by  juniority;    5. 
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W.  Master  with  his  rod,  the  Treasurer  on  his  right  hand  sapportin^i;  the 
Sword  of  Jostice,  the  Secretary  on  his  left  hand  supporting  the  Bible, 
Square  and  Compass;    6.  Inside  Tyler. 

**  September  9,  1779.  Resolved,  That  the  moneys  remaining  in  the 
treasury  of  this  Lodge,  on  the  1st  day  of  November  next,  shall  be  invested 
in  tickets  of  the  third  class  of  the  United  States  Lottery,  the  avails  of 
which  shall  remain  in  the  treasury,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  the  Fraternity  or  as  the  Brethren  shall  agree." 

"  Washington  Army  Lodge  No.  10,  chartered  by  the  Massachusetts 
Grand  Lodge,  was  organized  November  11, 1779,  at  West  Point,  New  York, 
Henry  Sewall,  of  Maine,  being  one  of  the  thirteen  charter  members.  In 
a  list  of  officers  and  members,  December  8,  1779,  are  the  names  of  Cap- 
tain Henry  Sewall,  Secretary;  Captain  Moses  Greenleaf,  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Noah  M.  Littlefield,  Doctor  John  Wingate,  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Tucker." 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions,  reported  by  Brother 
Drummond  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  strongly  denuncia- 
tory ot  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  the  matter  of  its  action  towards 
Quebec.  Here  again  we  find  our  moderate  views  of  that  controversy,  dis- 
approved by  one  whose  opinions  we  like  not  to  oppose;  yet  we  still  think 
there  need  have  baeu  no  serious  controversy  between  those  Grand  Bodies 
had  charity  and  prudence  ruled  the  hour. 

Recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  deferred, 
but  the  letter  of  Grand  Master  James  S.  Farwell,  of  that  jurisdiction, 
containing  a  long  and  effective  statement  of  their  side  of  the  controversy, 
is  published  in  extenso — intimating  a  bias  against  Scotland  in  that  con- 
troversy also. 

Brother  Drummond,  from  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  made  an  able 
and  instructive  report  on  "the  power  of  a  Past  Master  to  open  a  Lodge 
and  preside  therein  in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardais."  As  this 
subject  recurs  frequently  in  the  masonic  discussions  of  the  day,  we  repro- 
duce a  portion  of  this  report,  which  we  thiuk  well  worthy  of  thoughtful 
consideration. 

lUSPOBT. 


'* In  Anderson's  Constitutions,  it  is  said  that  "in  case  of  sickness, 
death  or  necessary  absence  of  the  Master,  the  Senior  Warden  shall  act  as 
Master  pro  tempore^  if  no  Brother  is  present  who  has  been  Master  of  that 
Lodge  before;  for  in  that  case  the  absent  Master's  authority  reverts  to  the 
last  Master  then  present,  though  he  can  not  act  until  the  said  Senior 
Warden  has  once  congregated  the  Lodge,  or  in  his  absence  the  Junior 
Warden." 

But  in  the  second  edition  of  Anderson  (1738)  the  regulation  just  quoted 
is  modified,  and  it  is  stiited  as  the  law,  that  in  the  absence  of  the  Master 
the  Senior  Warden  "fills  the  Chair,  evon  though  a  former  Master  be 
present" 
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It  will  bo  obscrvod  that  both  these  regulations  refer  to  oases  in  lohich  a 
Warden  is  presenU  aud  in  limited  to  thone  casoh;  ro  that  neither  of  them 
touch  the  catie  of  the  absonce  of  the  Master  and  both  Wardens. 

It  has  been  asRumcd  that  these  regulations  relate  to  both  cases,  and, 
therefore,  it  has  been  held,  that  Past  blasters  can  never  preside  save  under 
the  authority  of  the  Master  or  a  Warden.  But  it  is  veiy  certain  that  in 
olden  times  the  idea  prevailed,  that  a  Master's  authority  in  some  cases 
reverted  to  his  predecessors. 

And  your  committee,  after  careful  and  extended  examination,  are  satis- 
fied that  the  cases  iu  which  a  Warden  is  present,  have  been  confounded 
with  those  in  which  noither  Master  or  Warden  is  present:  and  that, 
according  to  the  ancient  law  and  usage,  when  a  Warden  is  present,  a 
P:vst  Mastor  can  act  only  under  hiH  authority;  but  that  when  neither  a 
Master  or  Warden  is  present,  a  Piist  Master  can  open  the  Lodge  and  pre- 
side therein:  and,  therefore,  that  the  provision  of  our  Constitution  in 
question,  is  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  law  and  usage.  Wc  have 
abnndent  evidence  of  this  in  the  old  records. 

It  is  evident  that,  before  1723,  it  was  held  that  the  Past  Master  had 
this  right,  even  when  the  Warden  was  present,  but  in  that  year  it  was 
resolved  that  when  a  Warden  is  present,  he  presides  instead  of  a  Fast 
Master. 

In  the  Massachusetts  *Book  of  Constitutions,'  of  1798,  while  the  doc- 
trine, that,  when  a  Warden  is  present,  he  must  preside,  is  fully  recog- 
nized, it  is  equally  as  fully  recognized,  that  in  the  absence  of  Master  and 
Wardens,  a  Past  Master  may  open  the  Lodge;  and  this  provision  was 
continued  in  the  Constitntlon  of  that  Grand  Lodge  for  about  seventy 
years  after  1798. 

Precisely  the  same  is  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  AMman  Bezon  of  1783: 
iu  the  Virginia  Ahiman  Hezons  of  179 J  and  1818:  in  the  Kentucky  Con- 
stilntinn  of  1818  :  and  in  the  Maryland  Ahiman  Rczon  of  1797. 

In  Dalcho's  (South  Carolina)  Ahiman  Hezon  of  1807,  it  is  said,  "  If 
neither  the  Master  or  Wardens  are  present,  the  oldest  Past  Master 
present  takes  the  Chair."  This  is  repeated  in  the  second  edition,  pub- 
lished in  1822. 

The  same  rule  is  recognized  in  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lod^ 
of  New  York  of  1789,  and  those  printed  in  1801,  and  also  published  in 
1815  and  1820. 

And  in  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  published  in 
1843,  1846  and  1854. 

The  precise  provision  in  our  Constitution  is  found  in  the  Constitutions 
of  Massachusetts,  in  all  editions  published  up  to  18G6:  of  Ohio,  in  the 
editions  of  1820  to  1854,  inclusive:  of  Mar>'land,  adopted  in  1823:  of 
Georgia,  editions  of  1856  and  1859:  of  Missouri,  edition  of  1853:  and 
the  llegulations  of  the  Gnuid  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  adopted  in  1830, 
and  those  adopted  in  1869,  provide  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Mast^ 
and  both  Wardens,  *'past  officers"  may  call  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Lodge. 

Wo  would  add  that,  in  Portland  Lodge,  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Officers  and  Past  Masters,  the  members  put  one 
of  the  oldest  present  into  the  Chair,  and  proceeded  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  Lodge— thus  following  the  provisions  of  the  Oonstita- 

12 
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tions  of  1798,  and  showing  that  those  provisions  were  in  force  long 
before  their  pnblication. 

In  1849  the  question  arose  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Golambia,  whether  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Master  conld  be  filled  by  a 
new  election,  and  the  committee  consulted  Charles  W.  Moore  on  the 
question,  and  he  published  an  elaborate  article  in  his  Magazine  (VoL  8, 
p.  225)  upon  the  subject.  After  obtaining  his  views,  the  committee 
reported,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  decided,  that  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  Master,  no  election  can  be  held,  but  his  place  must  be 
filled  by  the  Warden  next  in  rank  present,  or,  in  the  absence  of  both,  by 
a  Past  Master. 

Brother  Moore,  in  the  article  referred  to,  quotes  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  at  that  time,  which  provided  that  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardens,  the  immediate  Past  Master,  or,  in  his 
absence,  the  Senior  Post  Master,  shall  act  as  Master. 

The  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  all  provide  that  in  the  absence  of  the  Blaster 
the  immediate  Past  Master,  and  in  his  absence  the  Senior  Past  Master 
presides,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Wardens. 

The  Constitution  of  (South  Carolina  of  1847,  and  that  of  Montana  of 
1875,  expressly  provide  that  in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  a 
Past  Master  may  preside. 

We  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  early  constitutions 
of  all  the  older  Grand  Lodges,  but  we  think  we  have  gone  far  enough 
to  show  that  the  old  law  and  usage  sustain  the  decision  of  our 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  that  the  opposite  doctrine  is  a  comparatively 
recent  innovation. 

Inasmuch  as  our  conclusion  is  the  reverse  of  the  statements  of  the  law 
in  most  of  the  Text  Books,  we  have  deemed  it  important  to  give  our 
reasons  at  some  length. 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

JOSIAH  tt  DRUMMOND, 
WILLIAM  P.  PREBLE, 
H.  H.  DICKEY, 

Committee." 

In  reference  to  the  Cuban  controversy,  the  Grand  Lodge 

<*  Voted^  That  action  upon  the  question  of  recognizing  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colon  or  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  be  postponed  until  the  next  Anniud 
Communication;  and  that  we  hereby  fraternally  request  the  Brethren  of 
both  organizations  to  take  measures  to  secure  the  unity  of  Freemasonry 
under  one  Grand  Lodge  in  that  jurisdiction." 

We  note,  as  an  item  of  interest  and  as  an  example  worthy  of  imitation, 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  controls,  through  its  'Trustees  of  the 
Charity  Fund,'  an  invested  reserve  of  $18,600»  the  earnings  of  which  are 
distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  fraternity  not  provided  for,  or  inadequately 
BO,  by  their  own  lodges. 

Brother  Josiah  H.  Drummond's  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  its 
aathoxship  guarantees,  full  of  useful  and  instructive  reading. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  55  Grand  Lodges,  including,  France 
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Spaiu  and  Cuba.  His  disonssion  of  the  Golon-Caba  oontrovezsy  is  learned 
as  well  as  exhaustive,  and,  it  seems  to  us,  that  his  arguments  are  unan- 
swerable objections  to  the  claims  of  both  contestants,  to  American  recog- 
nition. 

He  gives  a  brief  review  of  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1878,  and 
says  (referring  especially  to  the  report  on  correspondence,  but  which  we 
apply  to  the  general  Report),  that 

'*Tho  late  date  at  which  those  Proceedings  are  received,  preclude  us 
from  further  notice  of  this  able  and  interesting  report. 

GBAND  OFFIGSBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Charles  J.  Gollamore  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  Ira  Berry  (re-elected) Qrand  Secretary. 

STATISTIGS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 179(?) 

MANITOBA. 

We  have  the  printed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Qrand 
Lodge  of  Manitoba  for  1878  and  1879. 

One,  a  special  communication,  was  convened  December  30th,  1878,  in 
consequence  of  an  act  of  insubordination  on  the  part  of  several  brethren 
whose  past  ofElcial  positions  would  seem  to  forbid  such  conduct  as  Would 
authorize  the  Grand  Master's  announcement  to  the  emergent  Lodge  then 
assembled,  that : 

You  will  be  called  upon  to  consider  and  pronounce  upon  some  of  the 
blackest  Masonic  offences  on  record,  committed  by  Past  Masters  and 
Past  Grand  Masters,  who  have  violated  the  fundamental  and  essential 
principles  and  obligations  of  Freemasonry. 

After  reading  the  details  as  reported,  we  think  he  had  great  reason  to 
denounce  the  revolutionary  acts  referred  to. 

We  have  neither  space  nor  time  to  give  a  full  report  of  this  case.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  it  commenced  in  a  contest  over  the  Ritual,  and  developed 
into  a  decided  revolt  against  Grand  Lodge  authority  on  the  part  of  those 
named  in  the  annexed  edict  of  suspension— «  punishment  too  mild,  in 
our  judgment,  to  suit  the  gravity  of  the  offence— viz  : 

««  edict: 

*'  To  all  Brethren  in  obedience  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba, 
A.  F.  and  A.  M. : 
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*•  WhereAS,  Brothers  W.  N.  Kennedy  and  George  Black,  Past  Gnmd 
Masters,  have,  in  oonjnnotion  witb  Brother  E.  G.  Gonklin,  (styling  him- 
self 'Grand  Junior  Warden,'— which  he  is  not ;  bnt  who  was  snspended 
by  my  Edict.,  bearing  date  the  twellth  day  of  November  last,  for  canses 
therein  stated,  and  which  snspeneion  has  not  been  removed)  presumed 
to  issue  without  my  knowledge  or  consent  a  second  notice  calling  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba,  such  notice  bearing  dat^  Winni- 
peg, December  11th,  1878,  and  signed  by  them  as  Past  Grand  Masters  ; 
and  whereas,  such  proceeding  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
clause  18,  on  page  16,  and  an  usurpation  of  my  authority  as  Grand  Mas- 
ter: 

"  Be  it  therefore  known  to  you  all,  that  in  virtue  of  the  authority  in 
me  vested,  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba,  A.  F.  and 
A.  M..  I  do  hereby  suspend  the  said  Brothers  W.  N.  Kennedy  and  George 
Black  from  all  masonic  rights  and  privileges,  and  all  ]5rothrcn  are  here- 
by notified  not  to  hold  masonic  intercourse  with  them  ;  and  any  Brother 
who  shall  appear  at  the  Ma£onio  Hall,  Winnipeg,  or  elsewhere  within 
this  jurisdiction,  in  answer  to  such  clandestine  notice,  or  any  similar 
notice,  shall  be  subject  to  like  penalty  of  suspension. 

**  Witness  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Manitoba,  at 
Winnipeg,  Province  of  Manitoba,  Dominion  of  Canada,  this  seventeenth 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1878. 

«*GEO.  F.  NEWCOMB, 

*' Grand  Master. 

••ATTBBrr.  "JOHN  H.  BELL, 

[SEAL.  ]  *  *  Grand  Secretary. " 

At  the  annual  communication  held  at  Winnipeg  February  the  12th,  A. 
D.  1879,  this  controversy  was  again  the  topic  of  absorbing  interest,  aa 
we  gather  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Geo.  F.  Newcomb,  and  the 
revolt  had  attempted  to  "  make  head  "  against  authority  by  organizing  a 
Grand  Lodge  (spurious)  with  W.  F.  Kennedy  Grand  Master  and  E.  G. 
Oonklin,  Grand  Secretary.  Grand  Master  Newcomb  says  of  **  this  crown- 
ing treachery  "  that : 

Following  the  announcement  of  the  organization  of  this  spurious  body, 
several  communications  appeared  in  connection  with  the  subject  In 
the  Daily  F\ree  PresSj  of  the  23d  January  last,  the  proceedings  of  another 
meeting  of  that  spurious  body  was  published  as  having  taken  place  on 
the  day  previous,  resulting,  as  the  report  stated,  in  the  re-election  of  all 
the  officers.  The  several  communications  referred  to  as  having  appeared 
in  the  press  prior  and  subsequent  to  this  meeting  have  been  printed  by 
this  Grand  Lodge  and  sent  to  all  foreign  Grand  Lodges  as  a  circular  of 
warning,  together  with  the  several  edicts  of  suspension  which  had  becm 
previously  mailed.  I  also  wrote  to  the  sister  Grand  Lodges  who  were 
represented  in  the  persons  of  those  who  had  seceded  from  this  Grand 
Lodge,  recommending  the  cancellation  of  their  credentials,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  other  representatives. 

He  also  gives  an  apparently  candid  statement  of  the  origin  of  the  dif- 
flool^thiu: 
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To  those  brethren  in  doabt  as  to  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
Tvho  are  responsible  for  the  introdaction  of  the  "  ritnal  difficulty,"  ao- 
callcd,  I  will  say  that  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  will 
show  the  names  of  those  brethren  who  took  the  initiatory  to  force  a  rit- 
nal npon  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  date  sach  action  was  taken,  see  page 
37,  proceedings  1876.  Pages  31  and  32,  proceedings  1877,  will  also  uiow 
the  leading  minds  in  the  scheme  had  slightly  changed,  probably  owing 
to  the  majority  of  more  than  two  to  one  against  them.  Not  satisfied, 
however,  with  a  fair,  honest,  oonstitntional  defeat  npon  their  own  base, 
they  have  continued  to  agitato  the  qaestion. 

Thoy  have  gathered  in  all  available  material,  affiliating  some  at  an 
emergent  meeting  in  fourteen  days  from  date  of  application — see  pages 
51  and  .')2,  proceedings  of  1878— for  the  purpose,  as  rumored,  of  gaining 
votes  in  the  Grand  lA)dge.  The  lodt  ^irt  of  page  52  will  show  that  more 
votes  were  still  required  to  carry  W.  N.  Kennedy's  motion  to  elect  officers 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th  June.  Page  53,  same  proceedings,  tells  the 
disgnvceful  termination  of  their  attempt  to  force  a  ntual  upon  this  Grand 
Lodge.  The  attempt  to  force  a  ritual,  contmry  to  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  the  report  of  the  *'  Committee  on  Ritual,"  of  which  I  was  a 
member,  as  recorded  on  page  37,  proceedings  of  1876,  will  suffice  to  con- 
vince every  intelligent,  unbiased  Mason  that  the  absence  of  power  was 
all  that  prevented  the  enforcement  of  the  '*  Canadian  Bituol,  upon  all 
Lodges  tor  all  time,  while  it  does  appear  from  the  records  that,  with  a 
majority  of  more  than  two  to  one,  the  *'  Ancient  York  "  advocates  made 
no  effort  to  change  the  work  of  any  of  the  Lodges  then  organized,  but 
allowed  Emerson  Lodge  its  choice  of  the  two  works,  and  also  gave  them 
just  representation  in  the  elective  offices.  The  facts  therefore  show  that 
the  majority  of  this  Grand  Lodge  never  brought  in  a  motion  affecting 
the  work  of  any  of  the  Lodges  already  constituted. 

The  revolt  will  (if  not  already  so  terminated)  end  in  the  fuU  vindioa- 
tion  of  the  Regular  Grand  Lodge  and  the  total  discomfiture  of  the  rebels. 

Manitoba  abounds  in  productive  resources,  and  is  increasing  rapidly 
in  population  and  wealth.  Why  should  masonry  not  dear  away  its  hat' 
Tiades  and  ride  buoyantly  on  the  advancing  wave  of  prosper!^  ? 

NO  BXFOBT  ON  OOBBESFOMDENOK. 
OBAND  OFFICEBS. 


\ 


M.  W.  Brother  Rev.  Saml  P.  Matheson  (elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  John  H.  Bell  (reelected) Grand  Secretary* 

STATIBl'IOB. 

Number  of  Chartered I^odges... ••..••• 7  (?) 
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MARYLAND. 

The  NL  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  met  in  annnal  commnnicatioii 
the  96th,  at  Baltimore,  November  the  19th,  A.  D.  1878,  and  as  the  min* 
ntes  state : 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  being  nnavoid- 
ably  absent  from  the  ciW,  Brother  Francis  Bums,  B.  W.  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  called  Brother  /ohn  M  Garter,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Wa^en,  to 
the  chair,  who  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  form. 

Sixty-nine  Lodges  represented. 

Grand  Master  Latrobe's  annnal  address  was  read  by  acting  G.  M.  Gar- 
ter.   The  financial  condition  of  the  Lodge,  of  which  he  says : 

« Since  the  election  of  the  Grand  Master  to  his  present  high  office 
eight  years  ago,  the  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  always  been  the 

Erominent  subject  of  interest  in  his  addresses,  and  its  importance  is  not 
MS  now  than  it  has  been  heretofore" — 

Is  very  elaborately  discussed  in  this  address  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  topics. 

The  debt  alluded  to  was  incurred  in  building  the  Masonic  Temple. 
We  see  in  the  proceedings  no  exact  statement  of  its  amount,  but  its  an- 
nual burden  of  interest  and  ground  rent  is  given,  say  $4,528  97.  The 
Grand  Master  recommended  a  per  capita  tax— of  *  *$2  50  on  city  members 
and  $1  50  on  all  country  members  *' — which  was  not  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  the  following  resolution  was  substituted,  viz  : 

/  Besdved,  That  the  W.  Masters  and  the  Past  Masters  of  each  Lodge  in 
this  jurisdiction  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  solicit 
subscriptions  from  each  individual  Mason  and  from  their  Lodges,  to  be 
applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  No  subscription  to  be  binding  un- 
less the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  subscribed  bona  fide. 

Belief  is  not  likely  to  come  in  that  way. 

From  a  special  report  of  the  Gommittee  on  Gorrespondenoe  we  extract 
the  following  remarks  as  worthy  of  special  notice.  We  had  not  before 
discovered  the  offensive  decision  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  alluded  to 
annexed,  viz: 

It  appears  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient 
of  Italy  was  requested  by  several  of  the  Italian  Lodges  as  to  whether  it 
was  necessary  to  ask  the  candidate  "What  is  your  duty  towards  God?'* 
The  Grand  Master  referred  the  question  to  the  Gounoil  of  the  Order, 
which  decided  that  it  was  not  necessary,  and  that  every  duty  of  the  Ma- 
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"  What  is  jnar  dnt;  to  hamanity?" 

"What  isyonidaty  to  theooaQtly?" 

"What  iR  yonr  daty  to  jonrgeK?" 

And  wbereaa  fieniiina  Freemaaociy  vill  ever  maiotain  that  no  atheist 
can  be  mtide  a  Uaaoti,  and  repudiate  the  false  dootrjue  vhioh  denies  tha 
existence  of  God  and  tha  immortHlity  of  the  aoul,  yonr  committee  there- 
fore reoommendn  that  Che  Qraud  Lodge  of  Maryland  enters  into  do  iia- 
t«mal  Tolationa  whatever  with  the  Omnd  Orient  of  Italy,  nor  permits  any 
of  the  Loditea  working  nader  its  Constitntion  to  recelTa,  as  Masons, 
members  of  Italian  Lodges  which  hold  thair  charters  from  that  Qtaod 

Ab  a  matter  of  information,  yonr  committee  wonld  also  stnte  that  tbo 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  nt  its  Oenoral  Assembly  held  Sept.  dth,  ISTS,  so 
ameudnd  ita  Cnaiititiitiot]  as  to  permit  tha  inTasion  of  foreign  jnrisdio- 
tiooB  which  are  not  in  fretemal  relatiooa  with  that  Qrand  Orient.  This 
nnjastifiable  coarse,  which  is  no  new  praotice.  however,  does  not  roqnire 
any  action  oa  the  part  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  as  all  relations  with  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  this  oonntry  were  severed  in  1870,  vhen  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Fiance  Invaded  the  jorisdictiou  of  Lonisiana. 


The  regular 


From  thapeaof  Brother  F.J.  S.  Gorgae,  Cbainnan,  is.avalnableportioo 
of  these  proceedings. 

Inclading  Alabama— report  for  1877— he  has  reviewed  in  good  style 
and  taste  the  proceedings  of  HO  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  also  given 
OS  interMting  tidings  from  seven  foreign  Gmnd  Bodies. 


H.  W.  Brother  John  M.Carter  (elected) Grand  Msatei. 

B.  W.  Brother  Jacob  H.  Medairy  (re-elected) Grand  Seoretary. 

MAfiSACHTJSElTS. 

The  Omnd  Annual  CommnnioatioQ  (its  146th  anniversary)  of  the  H. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  UasBsohnsetlG  convened  at  Boston,  December  lllh, 
A.  D.  1878. 

Present  and  presiding— H.  W.  Charles  Alfred  Welch. 

One  hnndred  and  fifty-fonr  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  annnal  address  ia,  to  onr  taste,  a  model  of  com- 
pleteness. 

He  gives  a  good  report  of  the  condition  of  tlie  Craft  as  fbllomi : 

From  the  retnnia  of  the  IMstrict  Depot;  Grand  Misters,  and  my  owq 
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more  limited  obeervation,  I  am  able  to  state  to  yoa  that  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  JUodges  throaghoat  the  State  in  Ratisfactory.  The  Bitual  is 
correctly,  and,  what  seems  to  me  more  important,  is  impressively  ren- 
dered ;  the  Records  of  the  Lodges  are  correctly  kept ;  harmony  prevails  ; 
and  the  daty  which  each  Mason  owes  to  the  Institation  is  £reely  acknow- 
ledged. Never  has  Masonry  held  a  more  respectable  position  before  the 
community.  There  has  not  been  a  larger  decrease  for  the  last  few  years 
in  the  number  of  those  asking  admittance  to  the  degrees  than  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  long  continuing  disturbed  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  The  present  number  of  chartered  Lodges  is  two 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  being  an  iucrt5ase  of  two  during  the  year,  and 
there  are  two  under  dispensation.  There  exists  probably  a  disposition 
to  investigate  with  more  oaro  than  formerly  the  character  of  those  who 
apply  for  the  degrees,  and  to  strengthen  the  masonic  institution  in  the 
State  rather  by  Uie  quality  than  the  number  of  its  initiates.  We  all,  in- 
deed, should  feel  that  now,  when  those  opposed  to  masonry  are  fewer  in 
number  and  generally  of  less  standing  in  the  community  than  formerly, 
there  is  more  danger  that  undeserving  persons  may  seek  admission  for 
the  sake  of  the  supposed  influence  it  may  give  them,  or  the  assistance  to 
be  derived  from  it  in  attaining  some  other  object  of  their  ambition. 

He  does  not  like,  and  cautions  {igainst  the  error,  *'  the  tendency  lately 
manifested  to  publish  in  newspapers  detailed  reports  of  masonic  pro- 
ceedings.*' 

The  Grand  Lodge  owes  a  debt— incurred  in  building  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple— stated  now  at  $275,000,  and  for  which  special  provision  must  be 
made,  as  after  1879  the  *'  special  capitation  tax ''  would  cease,  and  reduce 
the  income  below  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  treats  this  debt  question  elaborately  and  makes  use- 
ful suggestions  which,  if  followed,  will  we  doubt  not  afford  ample  relief, 
closing  his  remarks  on  that  topic,  thus  : 

Looking  at  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past,  I  see  nothing  in 
the  difflci3ties  by  which  we  are  now  surrounded,  to  ^aooumge  us,  if  we 
are  willing  to  make  proper  exertions  and  exercise  a  proper  economy. 

When  the  Temple  was  completed,  1G,000  Masons  owed  $450,000  ;  in 
1880  over  25,000  will  owe  $265,000.  We  have  not  yet,  to  be  sure,  reached 
the  haven  of  security  ;  the  expectations  of  some  of  us  have  been  disap- 
pointed ;  the  hopes  of  all  in  some  degree  frustrated  by  the  financial  storm 
which  has  swept  over  the  civilized  world.  But  our  Institution,  although 
it  has  been  in  great  danger,  is  still  sound  and  intact ;  its  credit  is  unim- 
paired ;  its  members  regard  it  with  affection ;  and,  not  despairing  be- 
cause their  great  object  has  failed  of  accomplishment  as  soon  as  they 
expected,  will  give  it,  I  trust,  the  same  generous  aid  for  a  few  years 
longer  which  they  have  given  it  in  the  post. 

<*  Bravely  the  ship,  in  the  tempest  tossed. 
Buffets  the  waves  till  the  sea  be  crossed ; 
.  Not  in  despair  of  the  haven  fair. 
Though  winda  blow  baolcward  and  leagues  be  lost.'* 
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a  tho  regntthl  intelUgenM  of  tbo  death  of  "  two  of  the 
most  Taliuble  offlcers  of  llie  Grand  Lodge,"  viz:  Tbat  of  R.  W.  Brother 
John  McCleUan,  Gnnd  Trenaurer.  who  died  September  SOth,  1879,  and 
of  K.  W.  Brother  Chailes  H.  Tihw,  Urand  Socretaiy,  on  the  20tli  of  Oc- 
tober followiDg. 

The  Grand  Ixtdge  oesomblod  in  opecial  commmjicatinn,  NoTombor  iBt, 
1878,  to  "  perform  the  borial  ttervice  "  over  the  romains  of  Utothar  Titae, 
and  tho  i>rooeedings  nbonud  in  nitptopriale  eulogies  of  both  of  tliOM  do- 
coased  worthy  Bruthren. 

Tho  Gmud  Master  alno  aonoanccs  the  doith,  November  lltb,  of  B.  W. 
Abraham  A.  Dnuic,  "ono  of  the  olJoaC,  perhaps  the  oldoit  Mason  in  tho 
State,"  to  whom  all  honor  was  ihiu  and  imid  an  far  as  fauural  riles,  at 
least,  could  denionitltalu  them. 

Two  diHpensatious  for  new  Iioclgeit  giantod. 


M.  W.  Charles  Alfred  Welch  (re-elected) Grand  Maal«r. 

It.  W.  Brother  Tracy  r.  ChooTer  (elected) Gtnnd  Secretary, 
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Kumber  of  U.  D.  LoJgca a 

FollonEng  Iho  annuiil  meeting,  viz.,  on  Friday  tho  2Tth  day  of  Dooem- 
ber,  1878,  the  nsnal  statod  conmi  an  i  cation  "  for  the  inatallation  of  atB- 
ctrs  and  the  cvli;bmlion  of  the  Foost  of  tit.  John  tho  ETaujelist,"  was 
convened. 

This  ceremonial  meeting,  and  the  "Obihd  Fkui"  that  followed, 
adding  i(fl  creature  comforts  to  the  preceding  inteUootoal  enjoyments, 
wait  an  it  always  is  in  Uaaaachiuctts,  a  notable  asiiemblage  of  the  repre- 
Bcntative  men  of  the  Cmtl  in  that  old  "couhonwiu.th." 

We  iinote  for  prescfmtioii  und  fature  use  a  classic  oontribntion  of 
praise  and  sapplication  by  W.  Bro.  Joshmi  Yoong,  Grand  Chaplain,  in 
his 


Wa  praise  Thee,  O  Ood !  wo  acknowledge  Theo  to  be  the  LoriL 
All  Uie  earth  doth  worship  Thoc,  the  Father  everlasting. 
To  Thee  all  augolH  cry  aload,  the  heavens  and  all  the  powois  therein. 
To  'Iliee,   chombim  and  seraphim   continoally  do  ory  :    Holy,  holy, 
holy.  Lord  God  of  hosta :  Heaven  and  earth  are  fall  of  the  majesty  of 

of  all  good,  'nion  bast  rermled  thjwlf  a*  otw  to  whom  wo 


Tlw  glory. 
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may  pray  ;  to  whom  we  may  give  thanks  for  all  the  bleesings  of  life,  so 
manifold  and  great ;  whom  we  may  seek  for  guidance  in  our  diffionltiee, 
for  strength  in  onr  weakness. 

Except  the  Lord  build  the  house. 

The  builders  labor  in  vain. 
Except  the  Lord  keep  the  city, 

The  watchman  waketh  in  vain. 

Let  our  prayer  come  before  Thee  now. 

Kneeling  at  this  altar  erected  to  Thee,  and  consecrated  to  Truth  and 
Love,  behold,  O  Lord  !  Thy  servant  once  more  to  be  inducted  with  sol- 
emn service  into  the  high  and  responsible  office  to  the  honors  and  duties 
of  which,  the  free  will  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  has  called 
him. 

Beplenish  him,  we  pray  Thee,  O  our  Grod,  with  the  grace  of  Thy  Holy 
Spirit,  that  ho  may  always  incline  to  Thy  will,  and  walk  in  Thy  way ; 
and,  that  he  may  truly  please  Thee,  pour  upon  him  the  continual  dew  of 
Thy  blessing. 

Walking  by  the  Plumb  and  working  by  the  Square,  as  one  ever  ex- 
posed to  &e  All-Seemg-Eye  ;  diligent,  prudent,  temperate  and  discreet, 
may  he  be  an  example  to  the  whole  Graft  in  all  Masonic  virtues,  in  con- 
stancy and  fidelity,  in  all  the  charities  that  soothe  and  heal  and  bless,  in 
generous  inclination,  in  just  ride,  in  good  actions,  and  pure  thoughts. 

And  in  all  his  associates  in  the  government  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
in  the  administration  of  its  afii&irs,  may  he  find  the  spirit  of  obedience 
and  co-operation  and  generous  emulation.  May  they  be  of  one  mind  and 
of  one  heart ;  .and  when  their  term  of  service  has  expired,  may  they  leave 
the  Institution,  whose  great  interests  are  now  to  be  committed  to  them, 
as  unto  true  and  faithful  men,  not  only  having  received  no  detriment, 
but  high  advanced,  yet  more  firmly  established  in  the  esteem  and  affec- 
tion of  the  entire  Brotherhood. 

We  commend  to  Thee,  O  God !  the  Ancient  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  wherever  on  broad  continents,  or  in  the  far-off  isles  of  the  sea,  it 
sets  up  its  pillars  of  Wisdom,  Strength  and  Beauty,  and  builds  its  altars 
to  the  God  of  Truth  and  Love. 

Bevive  the  purity  and  deepen  the  power  of  its  testimony,  and  in  all  the 
world  may  it  be  a  witness  of  whatsoever  things  are  true,  of  whatsoever 
things  are  just  and  lovely  and  of  good  report 

Nearer  and  nearer,  O  Thou  Gk>a  of  Bighteousnees,  who  art  not  the  au- 
thor of  confusion,  but  of  Peace, — nearer  and  nearer  may  Th^  Kingdom 
come  from  age  to  age  ;  meeting  the  fiftce  of  the  young  as  a  rising  £twn, 
and  brightening  the  song  of  the  old,  **  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou  Thy  ser- 
vant depart  in  peace." 

O  God  !  by  the  cleasing  spirit  of  Thy  Truth,  make  this  world  a  fitting 
fore-court  to  that  sanctuary  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens, 
where  mortality  is  swallowed  up  of  life ;  and  to  Thee,  O  Lord  God 
Almighty,  who  art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come,  be  aU  glory  and  praise  for- 
ever and  ever.    Amen. 
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MICHIGAN. 

The  neat  volnxne  of  minutee  now  before  us  gives  the  proceedings  of  M. 
W.  Gran^  Lodge  of  Michigan,  at  its  grand  annnal  oommnnication,  held 
at  Jaosson,  January  2Sth  and  29th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Jno.  W.  Finch,  who  opened  in  Ample 
Form  the  Grand  Lodge  when  assured  by  the  responses  to  *'roll  call" 
"  that  a  constitutional  number  of  representatives  of  subordinate  lodges 
were  present." 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  excellent  in  word  and  in  thought,  and 
we  with  pleasure  reproduce  many  of  his  sentences  as  indexes  of  the  con- 
dition and  opinions  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction. 

Of  internal  afiCiEiirs,  he  says  : 

Since  the  organization  of  Zion  Lodge  in  Detroit,  in  1794,  until  the 
present  time,  Masonry  has  kept  equal  pace  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  our  State,  comprehending  within  its  scope  of  membership, 
many  of  the  noblest  minds  and  truest  hearts  which  adorn  our  common- 
wealth. 

Under  those  circumstances  allow  me  to  repeat :  Brethren,  ye  are 
auspiciously  met. 

As  I  pass  to  notice  those  subjects  which  should  come  before  you  to- 
day, I  shall  have  much  to  approv^  and  commend.  If  I  have  discerned 
aught  to  criticise,  it  will  be  done  in  a  spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  charity. 

From  the  report  of  the  district  deputies,  I  learn  that  unusual  interest 
has  been  manifested  in  our  schools  of  instruction,  and  that  very  few 
Lodges  have  flailed  to  respond  to  the  summons  to  be  present  at  these 
meetings. 

These  schools  under  the  efficient  management  of  our  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer,  have  tended  to  a  uniformity  of  work  unsur- 
passed in  any  other  Jurisdiction. 

The  pride  of  doing  good  work  creates  an  incentive  to  choose  good  ma- 
terial to  work  upon  ;  and,  although  the  initiations  are  less  in  number 
than  in  former  years,  yet  this  consideration  is  overbalanced  by  the  de- 
gree of  excellence  in  the  character  of  those  admitted. 

Thus  Masonry,  year  by  year,  is  seeking  a  higher  plane. 

As  intelligence  and  a  more  elevated  tone  of  morals  predominate  in  our 
assemblies,  the  ignorant,  the  intemperate  and  profane,  seek  for  more 
congenial  society,  outside  the  portals  of  our  Lodge  rooms. 

SUSPENSIONS. 

Owing  to  the  rigor  of  the  times,  there  has  been  a  greater  number  of 
suspensions  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  than  in  any  former  years. 
These  suspensions  as  a  rule,  are  among  the  poor  but  worthv  class  of 
members  who  find  it  extremely  hard  to  meet  the  expenses  of  their  fami- 
lies and  pay  the  required  dues  to  their  respective  Lodges. 

He  does  not  (nor  do  we)  approve  the  too  fireqnent  and  essentially 


180  APPENDIX.  [1879. 

harsh  enforcement  of  the  penalty  for  non-payment  of  does,  especially 
where  poverty  causes  the  delinquency,  as  is  frequently  the  case. 

Lodges  need  dues,  but  they  also  need  members ! 

He  speaks,  very  judiciously,  as  annexed,  of 

FOBEIGN  BELATIONB. 


<( 


I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  our  relations  with  sister  foreign Joris- 
dictions  are  those  of  peace  and  harmony.  While  this  Grand  Lodge 
^aards  with  zeal  its  own  interests,  and  stands  ready  to  accord  to  sister 
jurisdictions  that  measure  of  justice  we  wish  meted  out  to  ourselves,  I 
am  compelled  to  note  with  deepest  concern  the  relations  existing  between 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland  and  Quebec. 

At  the  time  that  internal  relations  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Eng- 
land and  Canada  were  established,  the  jurisdiction  of  Cana&  extendi 
over  what  is  now  the  Provinoe  of  Quebec;  and  it  was  agreed  to  tolemte 
in  the  city  of  Montreal,  the  existence  of  certain  English  Lodges 
and  one  Scotch  Lodge,  which  had  refused  to  submit  themselves  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Canada.  But  the  concession  did  not  contem- 
plate the  forming  of  new  Lodges,  by  any  foreign  Grand  Body,  within 
the  territory  over  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  exercised  jari«- 
diction . 

After  the  political  confederation  of  the  Provinces,  a  new  Grand 
Lodge  was  formed  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  which  claimed  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  over  that  province;  the  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Canada  assent- 
ing thereto. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Qut^.bec  has  received  fraternal  recognition  from 
nearly  all  the  sister  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
that  of  England  and  Scotland.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  however, 
insisted  that  the  covenant  made  with  the  (^rand  Lodge  of  Canada  should 
be  observed;  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  repudiating  it,  and  contends 
that  no  lod^e  shall  be  tolerated  within  her  jurisdiction  holding  allegianoe 
to  any  foreign  Grand  Lodge. 

As  a  result,  the  Grand  Lod^o  of  Scotland  has  withdrawn  her  recogni- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  declaring  the  province  unoccupied 
territory,  and  has  established  two  new  lodges  within  the  province,  and 
appointed  a  district  deputy  to  guard  its  interests. 

This  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  history  of  the  relations  now  existing 
between  these  Grand  Bodies,  and  in  my  judgment  deserves  some  expres- 
sion from  this  Grand  Lodge. 

I  commend  the  subject  to  your  careful  consideration. 

GRAND  OBIXNT  OF  FBANCE. 

Masonry  aa  a  moral  institution  has  for  ita  chief  comer  stone,  a  belief 
in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being.  Its  teachings  and  traditions  from 
its  earliest  inception  down  through  all  the  ages,  has  been  to  acknowledge 
T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  as  our  Supreme  Governor  and  Master.  Its  traditions 
are  founded  on  the  events  that  transpired  during  the  construction  of  the 
first  Temple,  which  E.  S.  erected  and  dedicated  to  the  Moen  High  God, 
the  GmuT  I  AM,  of  the  Jewish  nation.    In  all  civilized  nations  wheiever 
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an  Altar  hac  been  erwted  to  Mnsoury,  od  it  btin  beon  placed  n  copy  of  the 
Book  ot  th«  Law,  tw  nno  ot'  ils  first  (iroat  Lights.  A  ctuiiliiUte  fur 
ndmissioD  into  Iho  inyNli'nra  of  our  Onler  lunut,  on  bonded  kuoe,  pro- 
otaiu  liis  belief  in  tbu  exbtiinou  a!  a  Deit]-,  before  ho  cnu  lie  pcinijlteil 
to  b^bnld  the  ImmticA  nf  onr  inner  Temple. 

Od  tbiH  fouuilntiuti  ilasonry  Ii^h  vitliEtood  the  tempeHbJ  of  perHoentton 
and  war  ilosolatton,  while  time,  to  which  all  thinRs  snblauaiy  mnst  yield, 
has  contribnted  to  fotmulate  and  perfect  ita  beauties, 

Il«  priucipIcK,  like  truth,  are  cverlnetiDg. 

Vet  the  Gmnd  Orient  of  Fmnee,  Burrouniled  by  Atheism  Bnd  lufidelitj, 
haw,  liy  ft  dectidcd  majority,  yicUled  to  the  i>opnlar  clamor  iiud  ntriokoD 
fmm  ite  conktitation  thorequin^nienttiof  abcUef  iuDeity.nitdHutiiititutod 
iLorefot  "ohsolnto  libeny  of  coiiscienee  and  bntnau  Solidiirity."  11 
oxcliidiM  no  man  on  ntwoant  of  bin  belief.  Althoogb  fTaferDnl  relations 
hiiTo  been  scTored  with  tbe  Oraiid  Orient  of  Franco  siDCC  1670,  on  ncconnt 
of  its  infria^enTcut  of  the  Grand  Jurinliclina  ot  LonisiaDa,  I  think  this 
innovation  upon  tho  eBtablished  principlen  of  onr  Order  should  receiTe 
the  severest  oondemniition  of  this  Qmud  Ijodgo." 

He  called  for  conttibutiona  in  aid  of  the  enfferers  Irom  the  epideniio 
of  i87b,  and  we  reproduce  the  rooord  of  losulta  oa  well  oa  hie  noble  aen- 
timeuta  of  sympathy  and  f;ood  will,  vix ; 

"This  call  was  reflponded  to  hy  nearly  every  Lod^e  in  this  jiiriadiotion 
with  that  noble  charity  which,  risinif  above  the  sectional  difforenoes  of 
the  {inst.  re^nled  only  the  cry  of  woo  whieb  eloquently  appealed  to  the 
mercifnl  heart  of  hnniauity. 

God  bless  those  Lodijiv;  wboHo  ({enoronily,  forgetting  tho  cwtiangomentR 
of  the  rinst,  pmising  not  to  ennuire  who  ouco  woni  the  blue  or  who  the 
gray,  flowed  ont  in  deeds  of  subelaulial  benevolence  aud  brotherly  syiU' 
pathy. 

TboEO  acts  of  kiDdnees,  mncnaniniouNty  eiprcesed,  and  gmtofnily  ap- 
preciated, have  moro  than  a  common  siyniScBnce;  and  wo  may  hope  to 
rializo  thnrcfrom  an  abundant  frniliou.  The  foeliugs  of  bitlemeas  which 
by  mosnn  ot  the  nuhajmy  events  of  the  recent  [laxt,  had  mnkled  nnap- 
IM.tuied  in  the  Houtbem  heart  toward  the  North,  and  the  fliunex  of  discord 
founeil  by  political  brcezra.  met  thfiir  extinguiahment  in  tlte  overwhelm- 
ing ebarity  and  sjTnpatliy  of  the  whole  country,  for  timely  saooor  ei- 
tended  to  the  grie^Htricken  people  of  the  South,  iu  the  hour  of  theit 
eitroms  ordoiiL  Thus,  "what  is  man's  nocesaity  ia  God's  opportunity" 
for  uniting  tho  hearts  of  an  estranged  poopla 

As  bus  been  Tcninrkeii  by  a  Southern  Statesnian,  "  instead  of  harboring 
one  feeling  of  malice  or  hatred  ton-ard  a  jiooplo  ho  gooerotw,  I  feel  rather 
like  Rianding  before  Ibom  with  bared  head  und  ontatretched  aims  and 
pithor  ihem  to  my  heart.' 

Knrely,  the  blessings  of  a  gratefal  people  dosoeud  upon  lu  like  the  dew 
of  Bermon ;  and  iu  the  giving  and  partaking  uur  ch&rities  are  doubly 
ble«t. 

The  total  amount  received  ttota  the  Lodges,  $4,441.75." 

Many  such  worda  of  kindoees  and  nobla  bets  of  good  will,  we  have 
already  recorded.    Ob,  when  will  polidoal  strife  and  misrale  omm  Io 
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disturb  the  harmony  of  this  re-united  cotmtry !  The  wise  and  good  of 
all  sections  pray  for  peace  and  reconciliation;  bat  there  is  an  element  in 
every  State  which  thrives  by  contention  and  will  not  forego  strife.  May 
charity  at  length  prove  the  Shibboleth  that  shall  test  the  trae  statesman 
and  expose  the^iles  of  the  imposter ! 

We  quote  one  of  his  nameroos  decisions,  involving  a  question  of 
moment,  and  not  recently  discussed  that  we  are  aware  of,  viz: 

**  Question. — If,  after  a  Brother  is  made  a  Mason,  he  becomes  an  Atheist, 
has  a  Lodge  a  right  to  expel  him  ? 

Anshoer, — A  belief  in  Deity  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  Masonry. 
No  Atheist  can  be  made  a  Mason.  If,  after  the  building  is  erected,  we 
remove  the  foundation  stone  the  building  falls.  He  has  already  ceased  to 
be  a  Mason  only  in  name,  and  should  be  expelled.'* 

Brother  William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Secretary  and  Oommittee,  has  given 

us  a  very  able  and  elaborate 

BEPOBT  ON  COBBBSPONDENOB, 

and  we  regret  very  much  that  our  failing  health  forbids  our  undertatdng 
such  a  review  of  it  as  its  merits  demand.  We  are  feeble  from  a  recent 
illness,  and  shall  at  the  close  of  this  report  ask  the  indulgence  of  our 
colleagues  for  defects,  enhanced  by  a  malady  which  will  not  release  its 
hold  upon  our  throat,  and  still  afflicts  us  with  bodily  as  well  as  mental 
lassitude. 

Brother  Innes,  in  the  report  referred  to,  has  carefully  and  exhaustively 
reviewed  the  proceedings  of  41  American  Grand  Lodges.  He  notices 
acceptably,  and  indeed  very  kindly,  the  proceedihgs  of  Alabama,  as 
reported  for  1877,  and  we  thank  him  for  his  pleasant  words  of  encour- 
agement 

OBAND   0FFI0EB8! 

M.  W.  Brother  Daniel  Striker  (elected) Grand  Master. 

K  W.  Brother  William  P.  Innes  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

sTATisnos. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 338 

BflNNESOTA^ 

We  again  welcome  Minnesota  Reports,  having  before  us  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Grand  Annual  Communication,  assem- 
bled Tuesday,  January  the  14th,  A.  D.  1879. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  £.  W.  Durant  present  and  presiding  over  a  Grand 
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Lodga  compriaiDg,  id  addition  to  a  full  list  of  Onind  and  Past  Onud 
officers,  Iho  BepTesent&tives  of  112  conatitnent  Lodges. 

The  Gituid  Unsloi's  Address  discosses  with  force  and  propriety  tbe 
topics,  both  local  and  general,  snited  to  the  occasioa — gives  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Craft  in  that  jnrisdiction   the  following  oheeriDg  report, 

"One  year  sgo  yon  plsond  in  my  hand  the  gavel  of  anthority,  nnd  in 
thus  bonoiing  uie,  yon  at  the  Rnmo  time  placed  me  nndet  a  weight;  r^- 
ponsibility  to  (hu  ftutemity  of  this  Qmnd  Jnrbidiction.  The  time  hiia 
now  come  when  I  niURt  account  to  yon  of  my  stawardsbip  and  render  a, 
fnll  accoaiit  ol  my  officinl  ai^tioD. 

Of  tbu  Craft  at  large,  I  would  say  Freomaaonry  in  Uinueeota  has  twen 
bnllt  up  on  a  firm  and  eudoriiig  btuiis.  Ah  the  foundation  was  secnre,  bo 
has  onr  stmctnre  been  bnilded.  the  eleToents  of  wisdom  and  atreagth 
have  been  nnited  with  that  symbolic  beauty  taoght  by  specnlative  Mnson- 
ry,  ai<  eiemplifled  by  the  vidow's  son. 

Masonry  in  MinuHsota  bos  made  wonderfol  progress.  One  bondred 
and  forty  Iiodpea  answer  at  oor  roll  coll,  and  nearly  seven  thonsand  Ma- 
eoua  acknowledge  fealty  to  this  Qrand  lA>dgB.  As  a  mie,  our  Lodges 
occupy  Hnfc  nnd  cumfortable,  iiud  in  many  inHtancos  elegant  halls,  snita' 
biy  fitted  □]>  and  arranged,  with  the  necessary  clothing  and  pamphernalia 
ol  onr  Order,  governed  by  careful  and  pmdent  Ctaltsinen,  Brethren 
vbo  are  zeolons  in  well-dning,  gnarding  carefully  the  portals,  and  with 
Cku  ever-walcbfol  eye,  closely  soriitinizing  those  who  would  eufat 
therein." 

He  diacnasee  very  folly  the  recent  cbanges  In  eonstitatioa  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  FmncA,  giving  what  we  have  no  where  elae  fonod,  a  voiy  in- 
teresting resume  of  the  reports  and  argnments  of  the  advocates  and  op- 
posere,  in  that  Qiand  Body,  of  the  "  absdule  liberiy  of  consdenct"  clansa 
substituted  for  the  original  dechkration  requiring  assent  to  tbo  belief  in 
Deity. 

TbiH  portion  of  Uie  address  is  very  intorestiug,  and  we  have  profited 
by  its  leHBons. 

He  denounces  the  change  of  constitution,  and  a  committee  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  presoutod  a  report  and  resolution  in  oonformity  to  bis 
views,  wbioU  were  adopted  as  loUows  ; 

Yonr  committee  deem  the  subject  of  vital  interest  to  oar  oidei,  and 
one  npon  which  all  Qrand  Ijodgos  have  heretofore  agreed,  and  they  are 
deeply  pained  at  the  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.  l)oing  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  the  said  action  is  destmctivo  of  those 
principles  which  have  always  been  held  dear  to  Masons  everywhere,  and 
they  feel  that  the  character  of  said  action  deserves  the  strongest  reproba- 
tion, and  that  fraternal  relations  cannot  be  consistently  maintained  be- 
tween this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

Your  committee  also  deem  it  important  that  nnder  the  existing  ei 
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A  belief  in  Deity  and  iu  the  immortality  of  the  soul  is  now,  and  has 
been  in  all  ages,  and  among  all  nations,  the  foundation  upon  which  Free' 
masonry  has  buildeci. 

The  first  lesfton  impressed  upon  a  candidate  for  Masonic  honors,  is  his 
responsibility  to  a  Supreme  Being.  It  is  not  iu  the  power  of  any  body 
of  men  to  make  innovations  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  I^reema- 
sonry. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  these  principles,  and  facts,  your  committee 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Besoh-eHt  That  iu  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France  has  subverted  the  principles  of  Freemasonry,  by  removing  the 
foundation  stone  upou  which  her  structure  is  erected,  thereby  forfeiting 
all  claims  upon  Ancient  Free  and  Accox^ted  Masons. 

lieBolt^dt  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  heroby  declines  to 
hold  fmtemal  relations  with  the  Gmud  Orient  of  France,  and  forbids 
recoijrnition  of  the  Masons  under  the  obedience  of  the  said  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  by  the  lodges  of  this  jurisdiction  until  such  obedience  is 
severed. 

Dispensations  for  six  new  lodges  were  granted. 

His  decisions  are  quite  numerous,  but  we  note  only  two  which  relate  to 
questions  of  general  interest,  and  quote  them  annexed,  viz  : 

QuestioTL — A  brother  has  received  the  degree  of  Entered  Apprentice, 
his  further  progress  is  objected  to  by  a  brother  who  enters  a  written  and 
verbal  protest.  The  W.  M.,  after  hearing  the  objections  raised  against 
the  candidate's  further  progress,  decides  the  reasous  given  as  insufficient, 
and  confers  the  degrees  of  F.  0.  and  M.  M.  The  brother  raising  the  ob- 
jection appeals  to  the  Grand  Master. 

Anstoer. — ITie  W.  M.  has  the  right  to  confer  the  degrees  after  objec- 
tions are  made,  should  he  consider  the  objections  frivolous  or  insufficient 
to  prevent  the  advancement  of  the  candidate,  and  is  answerable  only  to 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

Que^^tOH.— One  of  our  members  has  committed  suicide,  his  wife  wishes 
him  buried  by  the  fraternity,  shall  we  perform  the  ceremony  ? 

Answer. ~Ym^  he  was  our  brother,  and  as  such  entitled  to  a  Masonic 
bnriaL 

He  alludes  to  ''the  matter  of  difference  "  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Da- 
kota, and  sa}^  in  his  concluding  remarks  on  that  subject : 

The  Grand  Master  of  Dakota  devotes  a  large  portion  of  his  address  to 
this  subject  of  diiTcreuce  between  the  two  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Not 
having  access  to  the  correspondence  referred  to,  I  do  not  feel  competent 
to  advise  relative  to  the  situation.  One  thing  is  certain,  our  Dakota 
biethren  feel  that  we  are  in  the  wrong.  Any  matter  of  difference  be- 
tween two  Grand  Jurisdictions  is  a  subject  tlrnt  should  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  every  Mason  within  such  jurisdictions,  and  let  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Dakota  be  right  or  wrong,  wo  must  do  our  duty  in  the  premises  ;  if 
they  are  right  lot  us  accord  to  them  their  rights,  if  they  are  wrong  it  is 
our  duty  to  point  out  the  error  and  fisk  them  to  rectify  it.  From  my 
slight  knowledge  of  the  questions  involved,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
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snggest  BDy  motle  of  action,  bat  at  tho  Hame  time  ironld  oall  the  eapeoial 
atleotiOQ  of  the  Cmnmittee  oa  MnnoDio  JnnBprndonoe  lo  tLe  report  of 
tbe  proceedingH  i>f  tbo  Gmad  Loi^e  of  Dakola,  iu  order  that  proper 
slepe  mny  bo  taken  to  ndjnst  ao;  re&l  or  imagiiuiy  differenoes  that  ouj 
eiist  betveen  the  jnrudictioDB  referred  to. 

These  be  kind  words— are  snggestive  of  reconciliation.  The  oonlro- 
veTBj  bod  its  origin  daring  the  administration  of  his  predeoeBSor,  Oruid 
Master  Bradan — since  daoeasod.  The  Committee  on  Jnris[^adeniM  were 
inclined  to  reassert  tbe  rights  and  defend  the  position  of  Minnesota  in 
this  jarisdictioaal  coatrovers;.  but  we  think  final  action  was  deferred  at 
their  suggestion. 


Pages  are  inscribed  to  the  memory  of  B.  W.  Jao.  H.  UcEenuy,  of 
Uinuesota  i  P.  G.  U.  J.  UcCaleb  Wile;,  of  AUbama  ;  and  P.  O.  M.  Geo. 
W.  Chaytor,  of  Delaware. 

Brother  A,  T.  C.  Piersoo,  Chairman,  gives  as  one  of  his  pleasant  and 
valuable  deliveranoes  ia 


In  whioh  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  44  Grand  Iiodges. 

His  notice  of  Alabama — report  of  1877 — ^is  fall  and  uatisfaotory. 

He  quotes  bom  Otand  Master  PiUans'  address,  and  reproduces  also 
with  approval,  the  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  P.  O.  U.  Wiley, 
tacorded  ID  ooi  minutes  of  that  commnnioation. 

He  knew  Brother  Wiley  personally,  and  eipreeses  kind  sympathy  with 
the  Brethren  of  Alabama  in  their  loss. 

fie  notiaee  pleasantly  the  reports  of  tho  Committee  on  Appeals,  and 
likewise  the  report  on  OorTeepondeuoe. 


M.  W.  Bro.  Henry  R.  Wella  (elected) Grand  Mwrtar. 

R.  W.  Bro.  A.T.  C.  Piorson  (re-elected) Grand  Seoietaiy. 


Nomber  of  Chartered  Lodges 137 

Numljer  of  U.  D.  Lodges. 8 

MISSI88IFPI. 

Tho  U.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  is  somewhat  peripatetio,  lika 
that  of  Michigan,  its  meetings  being  ehanged  Ecom  city  to  city  at  will. 
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They  have  no  Grand  MasodIc  Temple,  and  no  bard^nsome  debt,  henoe 
are  free  to  change  their  place  of  temporary  sojourn  as  convenience  or 
policy  dictates. 

The  grand  annual  commnnicition  for  1879,  the  61st,  was  held  at  Oka- 
lona,  that  for  188U  is  to  be  held  at  Jackson,  on  Wednesday,  January  the 
16th,  A.  D.  1880. 

It  was  a  notable  assemblage  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand 
Bepresentatives,  with  constituent  representatives  of  157  subordinate 
lodges,  and  a  large  number  of  visiting  Brethren. 
M,  W.  Grand  Master  Charles  T.  Murphy,  present  and  presiding. 
The  grave  and  memorable  events  of  the  preceding  summer,  involving 
disasters  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  epidemics,  as  well  as  fruitful  of 
deeds  of  unexampled  heroism,  and  self-sacrifice  in  obedience  to  duty  ; 
abounding  too  in  evidences  of  the  good  will  and  charity  of  sympathetic 
communities  both  near  and  fskr— for  from  every  hamlet  of  this  widely  ex- 
tended country  came  volunteer  tokens  of  sympathy,  accompanied  by 
bountiful  relief  contributions,  for  the  sufiforiug  and  destitute— had  en- 
tailed upon  this  convocation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  unusual  and  responsi- 
ble duties  which  were  neither  neglected  nor  partially  attended  to. 

All  through  the  proceedings  before  us,  commencing  with  the  Grand 
Master's  address,  adding  volume  to  the  able  report  of  B.  W.  Grand  Sec- 
retary J.  L.  Power,  and  acceptably  prominent  in  the  eloquent  minutes  of 
their  Lodoe  of  Sokbow,  we  find  the  duties  of  the  occasion  amply 
responded  to.  Their  acknowledgements  of  obligation  to  the  living,  and 
tears  of  regret  for  the  dead — not  forgetting  to  embalm  in  words  of  glow- 
ing tribute  the  deeds  of  their  heroic  martyrs— give  to  these  proceedings 
a  peculiar  value  for  historic  detail  and  wealth  of  eloquently  expressed 
emotion  which  can  only  be  appreciated  by  being  road  in  their  consecu- 
tive order  and  completeness.  Wo  despair  of  doing  justice  to  the  report 
by  a  partial  review  of  its  record  of  epidemic  incidents,  and  shall  not  at- 
tempt it ;  but  confine  our  subsequent  remarks  to  the  ordinary  routine  of 
business  of  the  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  thinks  "  non-affiliation  is  per  se  a  masonic  crime, 
which  deserves  punishment  "—yet  is  willing  that  the  Lodges  shall  decide 
who,  of  the  non-affiliates,  should  receive  masonic  burial  honors. 

He  granted  only  one  dispensation  to  *'  confer  the  degrees  in  lees  time 
than  the  law  requires."  * 

Announces  several  ceremonial  assemblages  (five)  for  laying  comer 
stones." 

He  says  of  the 
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Wbilo  the  8triDi;aiicy  in  fin^incial  mntters  is  eviilentl;  tba  chief  hotor 
!□  tliu  ^uomI  npiLtby  in  Mn^onic  aircles,  many  of  minor  import  tending 
iu  llie  Bame  diiaction  are  worthy  of  coDsidemtion.  But  I  wootd  mtlier 
Htenk  of  tbu  rutueilies,  Bdnsonry  is  pre-emineutly  ft  social  imititntioD. 
Gliminato  itH  aociitlity.  nnd  it  droops  and  dies  as  certainly  ea  the  plant 
vhou  robbed  of  the  light  of  the  enn. 

We  alight  ti>  bold  "  SchonU  of  InxtraeLion  " — district  meetings,  if  yon 
pWhi\  at  proper  HiwHODa.  nnd  mil  and  mingle  t0);ether  nnd  provoke  one 
nod  nnntbor  in  that,  "noble  strife,  or  rather  emulation  as  to  who  can 
beut  work  and  beet  agree."  Masters  of  Lodges  and  experts  onght  to  read 
and  discuss  uor  procoodiogs  as  the  law  dirMits,  and  criticise  freely  every 
meiMare  ;  and  the  Musters  and  Wardens  eepecially,  shonld  learn  the  law 
as  well  iiH  the  rituoiL  Brother  Power's  "  Blue  Lodge  Teit  Book."  at  the 
reduced  price  of  one  dollar,  onght  to  bo  in  the  hands  of  every  Hoaon  in 
the  State.  The  reporla  of  the  D.  D.  G.  M.'s  herewith  handed  von,  aro 
not  encouraging,  ond  chiefly  because  of  a  general  inattention  to  Stasonjo 
<lutieH,  mther  than  a  disreepect  for  their  moral  obligations.  I  am 
tempted  to  snggent  the  pmpriety  of  sending  among  the  craft  a  sort  of 
MHsunic  EvantjeliBt.  with  the  hope  of  infiuing  a  more  aotiTe  zeel  among 
tbe  brethren,  and  am  only  restrained  by  the  pressure  of  "bard  times." 
The  Ornnd  Lecturers  and  District  Deputies  might  do  thja— but  to  do  it 
well  requires  money.    There's  the  rub. 

The  report  of  the  Onnd  S«3retarf  gi*ee  a  disoonra^ng  statement  of 
decreasing  revenue  as  follows  : 

The  receipti  of  the  pFwt  Ave  years,  as  well  as  the  aggregate  member- 
ship of  the  Jurisdiction,  show  a  steady  decrease,  and  the  figures  are  here 
giveu  in  the  hope  that  they  may  snggeet  something  that  may  lead  to  a  re- 
vival, BnaDcially  and  otherwise,  in  our  Lodges. 

Keceipta,  1874 $I3,S68  11 

1875 11.36*  0» 

1876 10.611  09  - 

1877 9,609  as 

1878 8,853  28 

The  sum  of  (1,248  20  is  due  the  Gnuid  Lodge  for  aoniud  dnee  and 
balancee. 

We  regret  to  see  so  true  a  Mason  as  Brother  3,  L.  Power  oommitting 
himself,  as  in  the  annexed  quotation,  to  the  schema  known  as 


In  July  last  1  received  a  oommnnication  from  Broa.  W.  F.  Fmnbs  and 
3.  T.  Bandolph,  Fast  Masters  of  Cannon  Lodge,  No.  159,  aaggeeting  the 
propriety  of  inaugnrsling  a  system  of  mntoaT  ^d  or  beneficial  endow- 
ments among  tho  Craft  in  tiiis  Jurisdiction.  I  refarrad  the  matter  to  the 
tL  W.  Grand  Master,  eipreasiog  the  hope  that  the  oonsideratton  of  the 
question  might  not  be  deemed  a  serious  "innovaUon."  In  October,  Bro. 
W.  A.  Hole,  of  Abert  Lodge,  No.  89,  addieesed  m«  m  similai  oommnnieo- 
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tioD,  and  I  tranBmitted  his  views  to  the  Lodges,  inviting  an  expresdon 
oi  opinion.  A  tew  only  have  responded.  Some  ot  oar  brethren  at- 
tempted an  organization  for  this  purpose  about  seven  years  ago,  which 
resulted  in  failure ;  but  a  like  organization  in  Indiana,  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  for  ten  yoais,  and  has  already  paid  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  the  families  of  its  deceased  members.  The  B'nai  Brith  organ- 
ization, the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  similar  benevolent  societies  have  de- 
monstrated by  years  of  successful  expt'rience  the  wisdom,  economy  and 
complete  security  of  the  insurance  plans  adopted  by  each.  The  Odd 
Fellows  of  this  State,  in  Grand  Lodge,  have  adopted  a  carefully  matured 
plan,  which  will  soon  go  into  operation,  and  which  will  secure  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  on  the  death  of  a  member.  The  two  first  organ- 
izations named  have  recently  distributed  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
dollars  among  the  widows  and  orphans  in  Memphis,  HoUv  Springs,  Gre- 
nada, Canton,  Vicksburg,  Jackson  and  other  places.  This  is  practical 
mutual  aid  ;  and  although  our  Grand  Lodge,  as  a  body,  may  not  be  ready 
to  commit  itself  to  such  a  "new  departure,"  the  Masons  of  the  State,  or 
of  several  adjoining  States,  might  be  able  to  effect  an  organization  that 
would  secure  benefits  which  they  can  now  only  obtain  by  becoming  mem- 
bers of  other  benevolent  societies,  and  thus  diminishing  their  interest  in 
our  ancient  institution. 

I  have  hesitated  to  refer  to  such  a  topic  in  my  report,  and  have  only 
done  so  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  brethren  who  wish  the  subjeot 
brought  prominently  before  the  Craft 

This  saggestion  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  with  instmctions 
to  thoroughly  investigate  the  different  systems  and  agree  npon  a  definite 
plan  for  such  an  organization,  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Brother  Power  reports  the  total  receipts  from  all  sources,  contributed 
through  him  in  aid  of  the  yellow  fever  sufferers,  to  be  $75,472  56,  derived 
from  '*  forty-one  States  and  Territories,  two  British  Provinces,  Mexico 
and  other  foreign  countries." 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  reported  an 
amended  constitution  (or  rather  a  new  one),  which,  after  discussion,  was, 
with  all  pending  amendments,  '*  recommitted  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
With  the  proceedings,  with  a  view  to  action  at  the  next  annual  session." 

Brother  J.  M.  Howry,  P.  G.  M.,  presented 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  CORBESPONDENCE, 

His  second  annual  report,  which  is  written  excellently  well,  and  we  re- 
gret that  our  feeble  health  prevents  a  full  review  of  it. 

His  notice  of  Alabama  proceedings— report  of  1877— is  acceptably  fall 
and  courteous. 

We  approved  a  deciaiou  of  P.  G.  M.  Murry,  made  in  1877,  to  which  ha 
diasentsi  as  follows : 
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This  caso  has  two  sides  to  it !  The  position  here  set  forth  is,  that  a 
brother  who  died  from  the  excessive  nse  of  intoxicating  liquors,  most  be 
buried  with  Masonic  honors,  because  the  Lodge  did  not  enforce  disci- 
pline, and  allowed  the  brother  to  die  in  good  standing,  althoogh  killed 
by  whisky. 

Quere  ?  If  a  Lodge  does  a  wrong  of  omission,  or  by  neglect  of  duty 
fails  to  enforce  her  laws,  does  that  justify  a  wrong  of  commission  by  en- 
dorsing the  intemperate  life  of  a  brother  after  his  death  ? 

Our  object  in  presenting  the  question  in  this  shape  is  to  elicit  further 
and  more  strict  investigation  into  this,  as  well  as  aU  questions  of  a  kin- 
dred nature. 

We  once  witnessed  the  Masonic  burial  of  a  Mason  who  died  in  a 
drunken  revel,  and  the  sensibilities  of  a  moral  community  were  shocked 
at  the  seeming  difference  between  our  preaching  and  our  practice !  We 
confess,  the  ordeal  was  one  which  was  calculated  to  cause  every  good 
man  to  pause  and  seriously  reflect  on  such  a  procedure.  Here  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  casuist,  and  we  trust  our  enlightened  brethren  in  all  the  ju- 
risdictions will  look  into  it  with  a  view  to  arrive  at  some  uniform  rule  on 
the  subject.  We  have  taken  the  position  heretofore  that  a  Lodge  is  not 
bound  to  bury  a  brother  with  the  honors  of  the  craft,  but  shall  act  in 
each  CHse  as  the  circumstances  shall  justify.  While  our  laws  are  humane 
— our  ethics  pure  ;  moml  character  being  the  test  of  admission  into  onr 
mystic  circle— our  charity  unbounded,  we  should  be  careful  how  we  ex- 
hibit ourselves  before  a  profane  world,  and  especially  a  Christian  and  in- 
telligent world.  These  benefits  and  honors  should  be  conferred  on  merit 
and  worth  alone,  and  the  dereliction  of  a  Lodge  should  not  inure  to  the 
honor  of  the  wrong-doer.  The  remedy  against  the  Lodge  should  be  cen- 
sure or  forfeiture  of  chartered  rights. 

The  objection  is  strongly  put,  but  the  case  used  in  illustration  is  an 

extreme  one — indeed,  exceptional. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Frank  Burkitt  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  J.  L.  Power  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 

8TATIBTI03. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. 309 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges 1 

MISSOURL 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  convened  its  58th  Grand  Anni^^l 
Communication  at  St  Louis,  October  the  15th,  A.  D.  1878. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  (of  496)  chartered  Lodges  represented. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Thomas  C.  Ready,  presided,  and  opened  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  Ample  Fobm.  His  annual  address  is  long  and  exhaust- 
ive, instructively  so,  in  its  references  to  local  incidents,  and  its  expoei* 
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tion  of  the  laws  operative  in  that  jurisdiction,  which  apparently  needed 
the  fall  explanations  given  by  him  to  insure  their  proper  observance  by 
the  Craft.  He  speaks  mainly  to  his  home  aadience,  but  there  are  some 
things  of  general  interest  which  we  reproduce  for  the  benefit  of  oar  read- 
ers. The  first  is  **  a^iit  *'  of  history,  which  is  thus  pleasantly  rehearsed* 
viz: 

A  retrospect  of  the  past  fifty-seven  years  of  the  history  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  Missouri,  presents  facts  and  incidents  full  of  interest  to  the 
good  Mason. 

^HutA  a  bright  record  do  these  years  of  labor  present,  and  how  full  of 
encoaragement  to  as  is  the  success  which  has  crowned  the  patient,  earn- 
est and  faithful  labor  performed  by  our  distinguished  Brethren  and  Fath- 
ers of  Missouri  Masonry ! 

In  April,  1821,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  organized  by  the  union  of  bat 
three  subordinate  Lodges,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  scarce  one 
hundred. 

The  city  of  St.  Louis  contained  aboat  5,000  inhabitants  ;  the  country 
beyond  was  almost  a  wilderness — but  sparsely  settled  ;  the  material  from 
which  to  draw  additions  to  her  membership,  was  limited. 

But  the  bold,  daring,  earnest  men  who  had  inaugurated  this  new  en- 
terprise, faltered  not,  nor  suffered  themselves  to  be  discouraged.  They 
trusted  in  the  Supreme  Architect  to  guide  them  in  the  path  of  right,  and 
to  preserve  and  build  up  their  Mystic  Temple.  **  Their  trust  being  in 
God,  Uieir  faith  was  well  founded.'' 

The  State  had  just  passed  the  barrier  of  State  and  Territorial  Govem- 
xpent,  and  had  just  been  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  news  of  her  rich  and  fertile  lands  and  salubrious  climate  reached 
the  inhabittints  of  the  land  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  soon  emigrants 
from  all  the  Southern  and  Middle  States  came  nocking  in  and  scattering 
over  her  beautiful  prairies,  and  among  her  grand  timbered  lands,  and 
quickly  transformed  the  wilderness  into  well-cultivated  fields,  teeming 
with  rich  products. 

Towns  were  located,  merchandise  was  imported,  tradesmen  opened 
busy  workshops.  Temples  of  justice  were  built,  soon  followed  by 
churches,  and  anon,  beside  these,  earnest,  zealous  and  true  men  erected 
altars  dedicated  to  virtue  and  to  Masonry  ;  and  the  saccoss  of  the  inau- 
garation  of  a  distinct  Grand  Lodge  organization  was  assured. 

Tear  after  year.  Lodges  were  added  to  the  number  on  the  Registry,  un- 
til, to-day  the  three  Lodges  of  1821,  with  one  hundred  members,  have 
increased  to  500  Lodges,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  IM.OOk). 

Our  Fathers  have,  indeed,  left  us  a  rich  legacy  of  honor  and  good 
deeds,  and  it  behooves  us  to  guard  well  the  sacred  trust.  It  has  been 
transmitted  to  us  pure  and  unsallie«l,  and  it  remains  for  us  to  be  careful 
that  no  stain  shall  mar  its  purity,  either  by  act  of  omission  or  commis- 
sion by  us. 

The  noble  men  who  labored  so  faithfully  to  establish  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  its  earlier  years,  have  gone  to  rest,  but  have  bequeathed  to  us  the 
bright  record  of  their  useful  lives,  as  exemplars  for  oar  guidance.  Hay 
webe  fidthfal  to  the  high  trust  confided  to  as. 
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He  refers  feelingly  to  the,  then,  recent  death  ot  P.  G.  Master 

Joseph  Fosteb. 

Who  of  all  this  Grand  Lodge  did  not  know,  and  knowing,  love  and 
honor  Brother  Joseph  Foster  ? 

For  forty  years,  he  missed  the  Annaal  Commnnications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  bat  three  times. 

His  venerable  form  will  be  missed  from  these  halls. 

His  earnest  words  of  instruction  and  admonition  will  be  heard  no 
more. 

He  has  gone  4o  rest.  His  chair  in  the  Grand  East  is  vacant,  and  the 
emblems  of  mourning  with  which  it  is  draped,  speak  in  mate  but  strong 
language  of  the  grief  which  fills  the  hearts  of  nis  Brethren,  upon  his 
demise. 

Brother  Foster  was  born  in  Matthews  County,  Virginia,  November 
20tb,  1802,  and  died  at  the  residence  of  his  daughter,  in  St.  Loois,  May 
22d,  1878,  aged  75  years,  6  months  and  2  days. 

For  several  years,  he  had  made  his  home  with  a  daughter  living  in  Al- 
ton, Ills.,  until  in  April  last,  feeling  a  premonition  of  approaching  death, 
he  insisted  upon  returning  to  8t.  Louis,  that  he  might  die  in  the  city  of 
his  adoption,  whore  he  had  spent  so  many  years  of  life,  and  where  lay 
the  remains  of  his  loved  wife. 

Upon  his  arrival,  he  summoned  the  Graft  to  his  bedside,  and  told  them 
in  accents  low  and  soft,  and  full  of  hope,  that  his  end  was  fast  approach- 
ing ;  the  sands  in  the  hour-glass  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  he  mast 
soon  depart.  -  He  said  death  had  no  terrors  for  him  ;  he  was  prepared  to 
die,  and  longed  to  be  at  rest. 

He  suffered  no  pain  ;  he  was  not  sick,  and  when  at  last  the  hour  of  dis- 
solution came,  he  quietly  and  sweetly  fell  on  sleep,  '*  Like  one  who 
wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant 
dreams*' 

At  his  special  request,  I  convened  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri 
in  special  session,  and  upon  the  24th  day  of  May,  laid  him  away  in  bean- 
tifnl  Bellefontaine  Cemetery,  in  due  and  solemn  fobm. 

There,  close  beside  the  sleeping  remains  of  his  cherished  ftiend  and 
Brother,  the  loved  and  lamented  O'SuUivan,  will  his  body  rest,  until  the 
trump  of  the  resurrection  morn  shall  bid  it  arise. 

I  was  assisted  in  the  funeral  rites  by  Post  Grand  Masters  Garrett,  Lnke 
and  Cadle,  and  several  other  Past  and  present  Grand  Officers. 

The  funeral  cortege  was  large  and  imposing 

A  large  number  of  members  from  all  the  Lodges  in  the  city  were  in 
attendance. 

Napthali  Lodge.  No.  25,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  with  which 
he  had  been  connected  from  its  organization,  attended  in  large  numbers, 
and  held  the  post  of  honor,  as  chief  mourners. 

His  remains  were  laid  in  state  in  Masonic  Hall,  and  were  visited  by  a 
large  number  of  citizens,  friends  aifd  Brethren,  thus  attesting  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all. 

He  alludes  to  the  Quebec-Scotland  controvezey,  and  ako  to  **  the  ag- 
gressive  movement"  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  * 'against  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  New  South  Wales/'  opposing  the  acts  of  Scotland  in  both 
oases,  but  in  terms  of  dignified  remonstrance  only,  thus  affording  a 
pleasant  contrast  to  some  denanciations  that  have  claimed  attention  in 
this  report 

Is  the  following  announcement  not  a  good  hint,  saggestive  of  an  im- 
portant dnty  heretofore  neglected — may  it  not  be  the  beginning  of  a  great 
work  in  Missouri  ?  We  allude  to  the  gift  thus  acknowledged  by  the  G. 
Master: 

O'SULLIYIN    BSQUEST.  « 

Mrs.  Mary  O'Snllivan,  widow  of  Bro.  A.  O'SuUivan,  former  Grand  Sec- 
retary, in  her  last  will  and  testament,  bequeathed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000)  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  widow  and  orphans*  fund. 

The  estate  will  be  finally  settled  in  July  next. 

His  decisions  number  36  in  all,  and  are  unexceptionable  in  our  judg- 
ment 

He  issued  Dispensations  for  six  new  Lodges. 

His  was  a  busy  year,  involving  duties  both  arduous  and  responsible, 
and  we  think  he  executed  his  trust  with  zeal  and  ability. 

The  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  closed  with  its  third  day  of  abundant 
and  persevering  labor. 

The  Grand  Orator,  in  an  excellent  address,  discussed  ''The  Missions 
of  Masonry,"  and  as  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  matter  we  give  his 
dosing  sentences  on  the  "social*'  subdivision  of  his  subject,  viz: 

**  The  Social  Mission  of  Masonry,  however,  is  not  for  the  individual 
only:  in  the  community  and  in  the  State,  the  Craft  has  work  to  do. 

It  is  a  center  of  practical  unity.  It  binds  together  those  of  most  widely 
different  vocations,  of  most  diverse  culture,  opinions  and  associations,  on 
a  basis  of  humanity  and  worth  which  equalizes  all,  degrading  none. 

For  this  agency  it  has  peculiar  adaptation.  Its  tenets  are  most  simple 
and  of  universal  application  and  acceptance.  Its  teachings,  commending 
themselves  to  all,  are  readily  fitted  to  all  circumstances  and  occasions. 
Its  standard,  requiring  personal  freedom,  personal  completeness  and  pure 
character,  gives  cohesion  without  stiffness  and  without  interfering  witl^ 
individual  activity.  More  than  all,  the  unit  principle  is  the  recognition 
of  man  as  man:  yet  not  as  man  alone,  but  as  standing,  even  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellows,  in  Gk>d*s  fear  and  hand.  Masonry  offers  no  place 
for  selfish  toil  which  does  not  benefit  the  mass,  or  for  an  overvaulting 
ambition  which  rises  by  the  downfall  of  others.  Its  honors  are  of  work 
and  worth:  its  high  places  are  the  gift  of  all ;  and  the  leader  of  to-day,  a 
Brother  always,  amenable  constantly  to  the  one  law,  becomes  the  follower 
of  to-morrow.  That  this  work  is  quietly  done:  that  the  Craft  t'ikes  no 
*  stand'  and  rallies  no  partisans,  makes  it  all  the  more  effective.  It 
requires  little,  but  that  little  is  an  iibsdute  requirement    The  man,  as  a 
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MaeoD,  standB  solely  npon  his  manhood ;  and  yet  his  relations  to  faxnUy 
and  friends  and  society  are  simply  and  adequately  recognized.  It  is  no 
slight  thing  to  have  in  each  community  of  the  State  and  the  nation,  snch 
a  qaiet  inflaence  at  work,  softening  the  asperities  of  political  conflict, 
smoothing  t^e  harsh  lines  of  business,  and  lulling  the  antipathies  of 
culture  and  of  creeds.  Masonry  is  not  a  party,  but  it  saves  parties  from 
degenerating  into  factions.  One  may  not  use  it  in  his  business,  but  it 
prevents  business  opposition  from  culminating  in  bitter  rivalry.  It  is 
not  a  religion;  but  it  applies  the  earthward  and  manward  side  of  divine 
law,  to  the  control  and  guidance  of  daily,  human  life. 

The  power  of  such  an  influence  is  realized  aright,  only  when  the  ordin- 
ary bonds  of  society  are  weakened.  When  political  excitement  rules  and 
heated  tempers  gain  the  mastery,  the  value  of  this  soothing  and  healing 
brotherhood  is  felt  in  every  village  and  city  circle,  I  need  not  illustrate: 
your  own  communities  will,  for  each  of  yon,  give  instances  where  the 
railcor  of  party  strife  has  been  abated  and  the  sharp  wounds  of  the  con- 
test healed  by  the  influence  of  our  craft.  When  a  deeper  strife  than  that 
of  party  rent  our  land,  the  ties  of  Masonic  brotherhood  were  unsundered; 
and  since  the  strife  has  closed,  at  St.  Louis  and  Baltimore  and  New  Or- 
leans and  Cleveland,  the  Masons  of  our  country  have  met  in  love  to  knit 
more  closely  the  firmest  ties  of  our  national  life. 

But  to  my  mind.  Brethren,  there  is  a  grander  mission  for  Masonry, 
than  its  work  for  us  as  individuals,  or  for  the  communities  in  which  we 
dwell. 

The  lessons  and  work  of  the  past,  we  see  clearly  outlined  in  the  per- 
spective of  history.  The  men  who  drew  upon  their  Trestleboards  the 
plans  for  the  great  Cathedrals  of  Europe,  might  not  have  thought  that 
from  every  land  reverent  pilgrims  would  come  to  gaze  npon  their  work; 
and  that  the  power  and  beauty  of  their  conceptions  would  influence  the 
hearts  and  homes  of  all  coming  humanity. 

The  Masters  who  taught  the  Fellow  Crafts  of  mediaeval  days  the  liberal 
arts,  did  not  know  that  their  work  was  one  of  the  Eastward  gleams  athwart 
the  darkness  that  should  glow,  by  and  by,  into  the  sunburst  of  morning 
and  the  radiance  of  noon.  But  they  did  their  work;  and  doing  may  have 
dreamed  of  grand  results  for  a  distant  future. 

You  and  I,  Brethren,  are  too  near  the  work  of  to-day  to  measure  its 
reach  and  potency.  But  the  currents  of  thought  and  activity  drift  too 
strongly  to  be  unnoticed;  and  to  me,  there  is  in  the  basic  principle  of 
our  craft,  a  sympathy  with  this'drift  which  marks  oar  mission  for  the 
race. 

It  was  the  Freemason  Robert  Buiais  who  wrote — 

*'A  man*s  a  man  for  a'  that." 

And  this  is  the  key  note  of  our  work  to-day.  From  the  first,  even  when 
men  were  only  cattle  to  the  lords  who  used  men's  toil,  and  to  the  warriors 
who  shed  men*s  blood,  through  all  the  advances  of  our  civilization 
Masonry  has  made  man,  for  manhood's  sake,  the  standard  and  measure 
of  its  acceptance  and  its  light." 

K.  W.  Brother  John  D.  Vincil,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman,  presents 
in  these  proceedings  his  first 
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BEPOBT  ON  CORBBSPONDENCE. 

And  it  is,  to  onr  taste,  a  well  conceived,  thorongb  and  appropriate  review 
of  the  proceedings  sabmitted  to  him.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  49 
Grand  Lodges.  ^ 

The  Alabama  Report  for  1877,  receives  dne  notice,  and  is  somewhat 
critically  examined. 

He  objects  to  the  rulings,  and  law  as  well,  of  our  Grand  Lodge — with 
special  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jarispmdence  for  1877, 
on  the  subji^ct  of  reversal  of  Lodge  verdicts  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
effect  of  such  reversal  on  the  Masonic  standing  of  the  appealing  brother. 
His  remarks  on  this  topic  are  well  worthy  of  candid  consideration,  and 
that  they  may  be  so  considered  we  reproduce  them,  annexed  in  eadmso; 
remarking  that  similar  objections  to  our  rulings  (in  that  direction)  have 
been  frequently  urged  heretofore  by  intelligent  reviewers  of  other  juris-* 
dictions.    Brother  Vincil  says: 

"The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  rendered  a  Beport,  from  which  we 
make  an  extract.     The  following  question  had  been  asked: 

*A  brother  being  tried,  is  found  guilty,  and  suspended  for  a  definite 
period;  he  takes  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  appeal  is  sus- 
tained before  the  termination  of  the  period  6f  suspension.  What  is  the 
position  of  this  brother  in  relation  to  his  Lodge  V 

The  Committee  answered  as  follows: 

'A  strict  construction  of  Rule  19,  Article  VIL  of  the  Constitution,  fixes 
the  status  of  a  brother  who  has  been  tried  and  suspended  for  a  definite 
period,  and  who  has  taken  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  appeal 
has  been  sustained  before  the  termination  of  the  penod  of  suspension, 
to  he  thai  of  an  unnffUialed  Mason.' 

We  are  happy  to  state  the  answer  was  not  adopted.  The  subject,  with 
others  of  an  important  character,  went  over  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  being  *  re-referred  to  the  committee.'  We  have  no  busi- 
ness with  the  affairs  of  our  Alabama  Brethren,  but  we  must  say  that  the 
answer  of  said  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  will  not  *pa8s  muster*  up 
this  way.  We  wish  to  learn  as  we  live;  theretore,  brethren,  tell  us  how 
you  work  the  toidl  loss,  of  membership  by  simply  ausjyendlnfj  a  brother  ? 

We  have  examined  your  Constitution  (Art  VII.  Sec.  19),  and  grant 
that  your  law  justifies  the  decision  so  far  as  an  expelled  Mason  is  con- 
eemed.  « 

While  not  disposed  to  argue  the  point,  we  seriously  question  the  cor- 
rectness of  a  law  which  keeps  an  ejepelled  Mason  out  of  his  Lod<;e  after 
his  restoration  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry,  the  loss  of  which  had  been  caused  by  expulsion.  If  a  Grand 
Lodge  has  ground  sufficient  to  set  aside  the  action  of  a  subordinate,  and 
restore  the  expelled  party,  why  not  make  the  restoration  complete  by 
giving  him  aul  he  had  lost —meinljership  being  part  of  said  loss? 

But  all  this  aside.  So  far  as  suspension  affects  the  standing  of  a  Brother, 
we  deny  that  it  works  a  total  loss  of  membership.  Hq  is  suspended  ^from 
membership.    The  tennre  is  not  broken  or  destroyed.    The  effect  of  sos- 
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pension  as  an  act  is  to  **stoy"  the  processor  life;  when  the  "stay**  ends, 
then  that  which  was  checked  or  hindered  resames  its  coarse.  Life  be- 
comes as  much  a  fact,  with  all  that  belonged  to  it,  as  if  sospension  had 
never  intervened.  Membership  ^om  which  a  Brother  had  been  suspended 
follows  us  necessarily  as  membernhip  followed  being  made  a  Master 
Mason.  We  are  cnrions  to  know  what  follows  saspension  when  a  brother 
serves  ont  the  ienn  of  punishment  imposed.  Suppose,  in  Alabama,  A  is 
suspended  by  his  Lodge  for  a  term  of  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
the  suspension  ceases  of  itself  by  force  of  the  act  putting  it,  as  a  penalty, 
into  operation.  Does  it  not  so  terminate?  We  think  so.  Then  as  A  is 
no  longer  under  penalty,  is  he  not  Jree  from  all  the  disabilities  imposed  ? 
Wo  so  affirm.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  an  aott  on  the  part  of  his  Ix)dge, 
rehislatbi(j  him  ?  Certainly  not  Why  not?  Because  if  it  becomes  neoes- 
siiry  to  restore  a  suifj)€nded  Mason  to  rnetnfteiship  when  the  time  expires, 
the  Lodge  may  refuse  or  fail,  from  many  causes,  to  restore,  and  the  sits- 
pension  becomes  or  amounts  to  expulsion  practically.  This  is  an  outrage 
upon  Masonic  rights.  We  presume  our  Alabama  Brethren  will  hardly 
controvert  this  ))ositiou.  Accept,  then,  the  mitunil  and  necessary  view, 
that  when  suspension  ends,  A  reverts  to,  or  is  found  in  his  former  stand- 
ing —membership  of  course.    What  follows? 

B,  of  the  sfime  Lodge,  is  suspended  for  two  years,  but  *' takes  an 
appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge. "  His  ap{)eal  is  sustained.  The  Grand  Lodge 
terminates  the  suspension  before  the  term,  originally  fixed  by  the  Lodge, 
expires.  Now  the  Alabama  law  declares  the  sU»in:A  of  B,  thus  restored, 
**  to  be  that  of  an  unnfftliitted  Mason,** 

In  other  words,  the  act  of  restoraiion  makes  him  **a)i  unaffiliated  Ma- 
son.** If  he,  like  A,  had  served  out  his  term  of  two  years  in  a  state  of 
suspension,  his  penalty  would  have  ceased,  and  a  return  to  mejnbership 
would  have  followed  necessarily.  But  as  he  availed  himself  of  the  right 
of  appeal,  he  is  at  once  made  "an  unafidliated  Mason"  as  a  reward  for  his 
temerity,  even  though  the  Grand  Lodge  granted  his  prtiyer  and  restored 
him  by  tenninating  his  suspension.  If  that  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
law  operates  in  case  of  appeals,  we  would  like  to  see  the  law  at  once  and 
forever  abolished.  Indeed,  we  can  not  view  the  subject  above  mentioned 
in  any  other  light  than  here  presented.  Suspension  results  in  expulsion, 
and  an  appeal  produces  non-affiliation.  Wo  would  pray  to  be  exonsed 
from  the  legal  consequences  of  this  style  of  legislation." 

We  quote  a  portion  of  Brother  Vincil's  "conclusion"  : 

"  We  confess  to  a  timidity  in  keeping  with  our  inexperience  in  enter- 
ing upon  this  new  and  strange  work.  To  ourselves  the  field  was  so  vast, 
the  faces  so  strange,  and  the  labor  so  important,  that  with  hesitancy  we 
took  our  place  among  the  gleaners  and  workmen.  We  have,  however, 
made  the  acquaintance  of  an  army  of  workers  with  whom  we  feel  more 
at  ease  than  we  expected.  Fear  bias  given  place  to  appreciation  and 
timidity  yielded  to  confidence.  We  remember  that  all  these  toilers  in  a 
common  field  are  *  Brethren.'  We  have  found  them  to  be  broad-minded 
and  clear-headed  Thinkers  as  well  i\8  earnest  Workers.  Recognizing  the 
fact  that  'work'  is  the  evidence  of  'growth,'  and  that  'growth'  is  the 
measure  of  *  life,'  we  are  prepared  to  estimate  the  worth  of  our  fellow 
workers,  and  determine  the  vitality  of  the  Institution  they  represent. 
By  their  works  as  well  as  fruits  are  we  to  judge  the  laborers  in  this  broad 
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moral  vineyard,  and  estimate  the  worth  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
These  workers  are  occnpying  commanding  positions  for  nsefulness,  and 
laboring  in  realms  of  the  real,  where  thought  glows,  and  treasures  of 
knowledge  open,  opolent  and  grand.  Among  these  Brethren  we  are 
happy  to  be  found,  and  only  ask  to  be  welcomed  and  recognized  as  a  co- 
worker together  with  them." 

And  we  must,  with  this  extract,  close  our  review  of  Missouri,  not  however 
omitting  to  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Brother  Yincil  for 
many  kind  and  acceptable  courtesies  extended  to  this  invalid  Brother 
while  visiting  St.  Louis  in  September  last,  during  his  Summer's  tramp  in 
search  of  health  and  restoration.  I  was  sick  and  yu  ministered  unto  me. 
Thanks  and  appreciative  recognition  of  your  favors,  Brother,  is  all  that 
I  can  give  in  return. 

OBAND  OFFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  Noah  M.  Givan  (elected) Grand  Master. 

H.  W.  Brother  John  D.  Vincil  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 496 

MONTANA. 

We  have  received  no  Reports  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana 
since  the  one  containing  the  proceedings  of  1876,  reviewed  in  our  Beport 
of  1877. 

We  regret  the  absence  of  these  valuable  books,  and  hope  to  be  soon 
restored  to  fiEivor  in  that  jurisdiction  as  a  recognized  correspondent. 

NEBRASKA, 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska,  held  its  21st  annual  communi- 
cation, at  Omaha,  commencing  Tuesday,  June  18th,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  W.  Liningor,  with  a  full  attend- 
ance of  official  members  and  a  quorum  (57)  of  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  able  address  well  calculated  to  impress 
and  benefit  his  constituents. 

He  alludes  with  pleasure  to  many  admirable  characteristics  of  the  Graft 
in  that  jurisdiction,  but  is  also  very  pronounced  in  his  references  to  the 
faults  and  short  comings  of  many — closing  this  review  of  internal  affieiixs 
he  says— truly,  we  suppose,  of  his  own  charge  and  appositely  of  all  ma- 
sonic organizations : 


1879.] 


APPENDIX.  197 


The  fact  in,  Brethren,  we  have  in  oar  ranks  too  many  men  who  are  an- 
worthy.  The  records  of  oar  Lodges  also  show  that  sometimes  oat  of  a 
membership  of  from  twenty-five  to  one  hnndred,  there  would  be  present 
scarcely  enough  to  fill  the  officers'  chairs,  and  sometimes  not  enough 
present  to  open  the  Lodge  at  its  regular  meetings.  I  find,  also,  that 
many  of  the  Lodges  visited  have  failed  to  collect  their  dues.  It  is  possi- 
ble  that  these  Brethren  are  so  poor  that  they  cannot  pay  the  small  sum 
required  to  meet  the  Lodge  expenses  and  provide  for  their  personal  com* 
fort  in  the  Lodge  room?  If  they  are  not  able  to  do  this,  how  are  we  able 
to  fulfill  the  true  mission  of  Masonry,  of  charity  to  all  ?  Some  of  the 
records  show  no  money  given  to  charitable  objects  during  the  year,  while 
charity  and  relief  are  fundamental  principles  of  our  society,  taught  and 
impressed  on  our  minds  by  frequent  admonitions,  and  should  charac* 
terize  the  life  of  every  Mason.  Do  we  employ  these  principles  in  our 
daily  intercourse  with  our  fellowmen  ? 

What  is  the  cause  of  all  this  negligence  on  the  part  of  Masons  ?  My 
answer  is,  a  lack  of  discipline  ;  and  the  remedy  is  to  make  them  live  up 
to  their  professions.  If  o  Brother  does  wrong,  do  not  sympathize  with 
him  to  such  an  extent  that  the  fraternity  will  be  disgraced,  but  enforce 
the  rules  and  adhere  to  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  if  it  reduces  our 
membership  to  one-half  its  present  number.  Do  it  and  we  will  guar- 
antee a  good  attendance  at  our  meetings,  and  twice,  aye,  thrice,  the  good 
will  be  accomplished. 

When  you  discover  a  member  is  violating  his  obligations,  warn  him  of 
his  danger  immediately.  Use  every  means  in  your  power  to  reclaim  him. 
Do  your  whole  dnty  in  this  respect,  and  we  will  have  comparatively  few 
to  punish.  Several  prominent  members  have  been  saved  from  a  drunk- 
ard's grave,  during  the  year  just  passed,  through  the  kind  efforts  of  a 
few  good,  true  Masons. 

We  quote  a  few  of  his  decisions  as  of  general  application  and  utility  : 

Some  trouble  and  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen  upon  the  interpreta- 
tion of  section  5,  article  10.  of  our  By-Laws,  in  regard  to  reinstatement 
from  suspension  to  membership,  or  to  good  RtAuding^  in  the  fraternity  only^ 
leaving  him  non-affiliated.  I  do  not  believe  in  making  demitted  Masons 
in  this  way.  If  a  brother  is  fit  to  be  reinstated  in  the  fraternity  by  a 
Lodge,. he  certainly  is  fit  to  be  a  member  of  that  Lodge.  A  Lodge  should 
not  be  willing  to  palm  off  on  others  what  they  are  not  willing  to  accept 
themselves.    I  recommend  that  section  5  of  our  By-Laws  be  amended. 

Has  a  brother  who  has  been  suspended  and  given  notice  of  an  appeal' 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  right  to  a  seat  in  his  Lodge  until  the  Grand  Lodge 
decides  his  case  ?    Answer — No. 

That  in  making  up  the  quorum  for  opening  a  Lodge  visiting  brethren 
may  be  counted,  but  no  important  business  can  be  transacted  without 
seven  members  of  the  Lodge  being  present.  In  balloting  there  must  be 
seven  balls  in  the  box. 

You  cannot  install  a  brother  by  proxy. 

Any  Lodge  can  file  6bjections  in  another  Lodge  against  the  conferring 
of  either  of  the  degrees  ;  but  the  reasons  must  be  given,  and  if  of  a  trivial 
nature  they  need  not  be  recognized,  otherwise  they  must  be  respected. 

That  no  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Warden,  Grand 
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Treasurer  or  Grand  Secretary  can,   at  the  same  time,  bo  the  Master  or 
Warden  of  a  particular  Lodge. 

The  right  of  a  brother  to  cast  a  black  ball  cannot  be  questioned  in  any 
cose  where  a  secret  ballot  is  had  ;  neither  should  the  Lodge,  or  any  of  its 
members,  attempt  to  tind  out  who  cast  it ;  full  protection  must  be  giren 
to  the  brother  casting  a  black  ball. 

At  the  suggestion— special  report — of  the  committee  on  Correspond- 
ence the  Grand  Lodge  cordially  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico.  Also  cautioned  the  Brethren  against  the  *' so-called*'  *' Grand 
Lodge  of  Now  South  Wales,"  and  postponed  action  on  *'  the  petition  for 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  CJolon.  '* 

Our  Brethren  of  Nebraska,  in  two  days  of  diligent  "  labor,"  accom- 
plished well  and  thoroughly  the  work  before  them,  and  were  refreshed, 
while  at  labor,  by  the  eloquent  utterances  of  W.  Brother  Leonard  W. 
Colby  in  his  admirable  oration,  on  **  the  Philosophy  of  Masonry." 

We  have  a  penchant  for  just  such  views  an  Brother  Colby  has  so  forcibly 
expressed  in  this  address,  and  can't  resist  the  temptation  of  quoting  a 
portion  of  his  remarks  on  the  **  philosophy  of  its  origin,"  viz  : 

In  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world  Masonry  began.  A  careful  examina- 
tion and  study  of  the  history  and  character  of  our  order,  after  making 
due  allowance  for  the  harmless  fictions  with  which  it  is  embellished,  con- 
vinces us  that  modern  Freemasonry  is  the  direct  successor  of  the  Colle- 
gia Fabrorum  of  the  ancient  Bomans,  modified  by  the  Sacred  Mysteries 
of  the  early  Teutonic  races  and  the  Dniidical  institutions  of  northern  En- 
rope,  and  that  these  in  turn  were  the  successors  of  the  ancient  Masonry 
of  Greece,  iEIg>'pt  and  India,  the  master  spirits  of  antiquity  were  the 
founders  and  organizers  of  these  mystic  associations.  They  were  used 
by  them  as  instruments  of  civilization  and  culture,  as  part  of  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  needs  of  humanity.  The  thinking  men  of  those  early 
periods,  withdrawing  from  the  imperfections  of  the  busy  life  around 
them,  hailed  these  systems  with  delight,  and  accepted  them  as  the  insti- 
tutions which  alone  could  satisfy  that  universal  thirst  for  knowledge  and 
immortality  which  begins  at  birth  and  stops  only  in  the  grave  ;  which 
alone  could  fathom  the  mysteries  of  God  and  nature,  unveil  the  secrets  of 
life,  and  realize  the  lofty  ideals  of  the  soul. 

^  This  being  the  origin  of  ancient  Masonry,  we  find,  as  we  should  ex- 
pect, that  the  civilization  of  the  nations  and  races  of  antiquity  com- 
mences with  the  formation  of  Masonic  societies.  As  illustrations  of  these 
facts  and  principles,  and  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  more  light  on  many 
things  which  at  first  appear  dark,  let  us  examine  the  ancient  sources  and 
fountains  of  Masonry,  being  limited,  however,  to  those  of  which  our  or- 
der is  the  acknowledged  successor.  In  this  light,  let  us  first  consider  the 
early  history  of  ^gypt.  We  will  go  baok,  in  thought,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Masonry  of  the  Pyramids.  We  find  that  the  real  social  and 
political  life  of  that  wonderful  people,  who  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  whose  majestic  monuments  of  Masonry,  worn  by  the  sands  of  thon- 
sands  of  centuries,  are  the  wonder  ot  the  world  to-day,  began  with  the 
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foriufttiou  of  the  secret  inBtitution  of  Isis.  The  hintorian  Herodotas  in- 
foriiiH  as  that  Osiris  and  Isis  were  the  parents  of  Egyptian  civilization, 
that  they  laid  the  foaiidutious  of  society  and  govern uient,  made  the  laws, 
taught  virtue  and  religion,  and  founded  the  Sacred  Mysteries.  It  was, 
then,  the  genius  and  intelligence  of  those  two  master  minds,  who  have 
been  since  placed  as  the  grand  and  imposing  **  Life  Spirits  "  of  Egyptian 
mythology,  that  grasped  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  found  the  golden 
key  to  unlock  the  nation's  greatness  in  the  establishment  of  these  ancient 
Masonic  institutions,  with  their  imposing  ceremonies  and  wonderful 
visions  ol  life. 

The  character  of  this  ancient  order,  as  it  has  been  partially  preserved 
in  ito  initiatory  rites  and  ceremonies,  is  a  subject  full  of  interest  and  in- 
struction  to  the  scholars  of  our  craft.  The  initiatory  rite  was  a  mystic 
drama,  representing  the  progress  of  man  from  barbarism  to  civilization, 
and  his  conflicts,  through  darkness  and  toil,  to  light  and  perfection. 
The  ancient  historian,  Plutarch,  describes  the  candidate  as  a  seeker  of 
light  and  parity.  At  first  he  wanders  in  winding  ways,  with  his  mind 
tilled  with  uncertainty,  perplexity  and  doubt  Painfully  and  with  great 
labor  he  advances  over  rugged  mountains  and  yawning  chasms,  plunged 
from' time  to  time  in  profound  darkness.  Again  he  sees  everthing  under 
aspects  the  most  terrible  and  awful.  Next  he  is  a  suppliant  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  divine  Osiris,  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  emblems  of  Justice 
and  Benevolence.  A  miraculous  light  blazes  upon  him.  He  is  closely 
questioned,  all  the  acts  of  his  life  severely  scrutinized,  and,  if  worthy,  he 
is  allowed  to  pass  to  higher  mysteries.  Forward  he  moves,  guided  by  au 
initiate  disguised  as  a  diog,  through  mysterious  labyrinths,  till  he  comes 
to  a  stream  of  water,  where  he  is  stopped  by  three  terrible  beings,  who 
present  him  with  liquid  from  the  dark  stream  which  he  must  soon  cross, 
and  bid  him  drink,  addressing  him  in  these  words  : 

**  Aspirant  to  the  honor  of  a  divine  companionship,  seeker  after  celes- 
tial truth,  this  is  the  water  of  forgetfulness !  Drink  to  the  oblivion  of  all 
your  imperfections,  and  thus  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  new 
revelations  of  virtue,  truth  and  goodness  with  which  you  are  soon  to  be 
honored." 

The  trembling  neophyte  drinks  ;  the  dark  river  is  pansed  ;  the  specta- 
cles of  terror  disappear  ;  a  divine  light  breaks  on  his  vision  ;  new  scenes 
appear,  and  smiling  fields,  flower-decked  meadows,  and  enchanting 
visions  of  beauty,  laden  with  the  richest  perfumes  of  "Araby  the  Blest, 
environ  him.  Sacred  songs,  and  choruses  of  triumph,  joy  and  love 
charm  his  ears.  The  sublime  doctrines  of  sacred  science,  art  and  reli- 
gion are  given  him,  and  visions  of  holiness  and  profound  beauty  delight 
his  wondering  eyes.  He  is  baptized  into  a  new  life,  and  instructed  in  a 
divine  science.  He  is  now  free  and  perfect.  He  is  crowned  and  trium- 
phant, and  goes  henceforth  to  commune  with  those  pure  spirits  to  whose 
companionship  he  has  just  been  raised. 

Such  was  the  initiatory  rite  of  that  ancient  Masonic  order  which  gave 
birth  and  nourishment  to  .^yptiau  civilization,  and  which,  in  the  hands 
of  the  wisest  and  best  of  the  nation,  became  a  fountain  of  science,  philos- 
phy,  art,  virtue  and  religion. 

As  a  second  illustration,  let  us  take  the  history  of  ancient  Greece. 
How  was  her  culture  and  civilization  evolved  from  the  gloom  of  barbar- 
ism ?    Whence  came  her  perfection  of  art,  science,  philosophy,  ethics 
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and  letters?  Her  historians  tell  us  that  when  ignorance  and  darkness 
were  upon  the  people,  a  poet,  philosopher,  and  seer  came  among  them. 
That  then  was  the  gtiuesis  of  her  exalted  civilization.  Fourteen  centuries 
before  *'the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness"  of  Judea,  saying, 
"Bepent  ye,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand,"  was  heard,  the  in- 
spired song  of  the  Thracian  poet,  orator  and  prophet  was  sung  through- 
out the  "Isles  of  Greece,"  and  the  son  of  ^ger  and  Calliope  had  established 
the  Masonry  of  "the  Eleusinia."  Grecian  civilization  commenced,  not 
with  wars  and  conquests,  not  with  Olympic  games  and  deeds  of  valor, 
but  with  Orpheus  and  the  "  Mysteries  of  Eleusis." 

Brother  Colby  also  considers,  with  appropriate  illustrations,  the  '•Phi- 
losophy of  Masonic  Secrets,"  and  that  also  of  "Masonic  Work,"  closing 
with  the  following  beautiful  and  appropriate  peroration  : 

The  ancients  represented  charity  as  a  goddess  seated  in  a  chair  of 
ivory,  and  wearing  on  her  head  a  iillet  of  gold  set  with  precious  stones. 

She  still  reigns  with  us  as  a  spiritual  goddess.  Her  vesture  is  univer- 
sal benevolence,  and  her  jewels  are  the  inestimable  blessings  of  her 
bounty.  Her  throne  is  the  human  heart,  where  love  dwells,  unspotted 
by  passion  or  selfishness,  and  from  her  sweet  influences  spring  the  purest 
and  holiest  sentiments  of  humanity. 

Biasonry  teaches  the  existence  of  Grod.  It  points  its  disciples  to  one, 
the  only  true  God,  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  the  Father  of  us 
all.  As  said  by  Samuel  Lawrence  :  "It  directs  the  contemplation  of  the 
Sons  of  Light  to  His  works,  ns  displayed  in  the  diversilied  scenery  of  the 
earth,  which  is  His  footstool,  and  of  the  spacious  firmament,  which  is 
the  curtain  of  His  dwelling-place."  Masonry  teaches  the  immortality  of 
the  soul,  and  its  accountability  to  the  Creator.  It  is  this  fact  which  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  Ma8onry,  and  I  may  say  of  all  true  religions.  It  is 
the  central  idea— the  sun,  around  which  revolve  all  our  initiatory  rites 
and  ceremonies.  The  atheist,  who  raises  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  says 
there  is  no  God,  cannot  become  a  Mason.  The  faith  of  the  Sons  of  Light 
must  be  well  founded.  Masonry  ever  bows  humbly  before  the  Grand 
Architect  of  the  Universe ;  it  teaches  life  lessons  of  devotion  to  Him.  It 
has  been  called  the  science  of  life,  from  its  worship  of  the  Great  Giver 
and  Preserver.  It  speaks  His  name  only  with  reverence  and  awe.  It  ac- 
knowledges His  power  in  all  things.  It  feels  His  goodness,  and  instills 
in  the  heart  an  unfaltering  trust  in  Him. 

As  a  teacher  of  equality,  brotherly  love,  charity,  morality,  and  funda- 
mental religion,  the  work  of  Masonry  is  as  broad  as  humanity,  and  as 
deep  as  the  fountains  of  civilization.  In  the  words  of  an  eminent  broth- 
er, "  It  is  an  institution  based  on  that  never-failing  charity  which  up- 
holds universal  love,  calms  the  troubled  ser.  of  our  evil  passions,  and 
leaves  a  smooth  surface,  in  which  all  men,  who  are  sincere  and  conscien- 
tious worshippers  of  God,  and  unexceptionable  in  moral  deportment, 
may  unite,  bless  each  other,  and  rejoice  in  practically  realizing  the  sub- 
lime sentiment  that — 

"  Ood  hath  made  mankind  one 

Mighty  Brotherhood  ; 
Himself  their  Master,  and  the 

World  His  Lodge.'" 
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The  viilne  of  Malociry  to  our  times  is  incalculable.  Its  ideal  is  hu^ 
xnauity  regtinerated  and  perfected,  working  in  fall  sympathy  and  har- 
mony with  its  Creator.  This  lofty  ideal  reveals  the  True  PhilMophy  qf  Ui 
Ori/jin,  Us  Secrets^  and  Us  Work. 

My  friends  and  brothers, — May  oar  noble  order  live  on  throughout  all 
time  ;  may  its  high  ideal  be  crowned  with  all  the  added  lustre  and  glo- 
ries of  succeeding  ages,  as  a  living  reality  ;  and  in  the  **Sweet  bye  and 
bye,"  when  you  and  I  shall  have  baen  called  to  the  Grand  Lodge  above, 
and  laid  our  bodies  to  rest  in  the  **yale  of  Craftsmen,"  beneath  the  quiet 
of  the  stars,  may  there  be  a  full  accomplishment  of  its  loftv  mission, 
which,  in  the  poetic  diction  of  Dr.  Arnold,  is,  *'  to  retune  me  mystio 
harp  of  life  to  the  sublimer  melodies  of  love ;  to  breathe  upon  the  smol- 
dering spark  of  charity,  and  expand  it  to  a  world-embracing  flame ;  to 
cement  again  the  broken  links  of  the  golden  chain  of  harmony,  and  Uius 
ro-«8tablish  the  unity  of  man." 


NO  BVPOBT  ON  COBBB8PONDENGE. 
GBAND  OFFIGKB& 


M.  W.  Brother  Edward  K.  Valentine Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  William  H.  Bowen  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATiailGB. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 62 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges 6 

NEVADA. 

The  14th  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada 
was  held  in  the  City  of  Virginia  on  the  11th,  12th  and  13th  days  of  June, 
A.D.  1878. 

There  are  jast  twenty  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  and  we  note,  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  credentials,  that  all  were  represented  at  this 
communication. 

Present,  also,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Merrill  P.  Freeman,  who  opened 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  Ample  Form. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  good  bosiness  message  in  whioh 
he  pointedly  attends  to  irregularities  at  home,  and  does  not  withhold  his 
censure  against  the  evil  example  and  teachings  of  Foreign  Jurisdictions. 
We  rather  like  his  style.    He  says  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  that: 

They  had  already  abolished  the  Grand  Master  and  substituted  a  Presi- 
dent ;  but,  not  content  with  the  violation  of  so  essential  and  important 
a  landmark,  they  must  needs  go  to  the  very  fountain  head,  and  cut  off 
the  branches,  destroy  the  body,  and  dig  up  the  roots,  and  abolish  God 
himself.    What  would  there  be  left  of  our  beautiful  ritual  were  we  to  bo- 
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oome  80  insane  as  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  this  faction,  and  strike 
out  all  recognition  of  Him  whose  servants  we  are,  and  attempt  to  erase 
all  allusion  to  Him  ?  Let  ns  hold  fast  to  oar  firm  belief  in  Grod  and  the 
immortality  of  the  sonl.  That  inspiration  of  Him  whom  we  all  adore. 
It  is  this  belief  that  makes  as  welcome  death,  not  as  a  grim  tyrant,  bat 
as  a  kind  messenger  sent  to  translate  as  from  this  imperfect  to  that  all 
perfect,  glorioas,  celestial  Lodge  above. 

Don't  countenance  an  attempt  to  weaken  so  perfect  a  faith  ander  the 
cloak  of  freedom  of  conscience.  In  consequence  of  this  change,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  has  severed  all  connection  with  the  Grand  Orient- 
of  France,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  passed  resolutions  di- 
recting the  Masters  of  Lodges  holding  under  it  not  to  admit  any  foreign 
brother,  as  a  visitor,  unless— 

He  is  for  abolishing  non-affiliates,  or  how  else  could  he  apply  to  them, 
the  French  method  suggested  annexed?: 

I  am  as  pleased  to  inform  you,  as  you  are  probably  gratified  to  learn, 
that  I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  as  to  non-Affiliates,  unless,  possibly, 
you  adopt  the  same  course  with  them  that  the  Grand  Orient  ot  France 
does  with  the  name  of  Gk>d. 

He  says  in  reference  to 

DEOISIONa 

The  questions  submitted  to  me  for  decision  have  not  been  namerous, 
and  this  I  take  as  an  evidence  that  the  officers  of  Lodges  are  making 
more  of  an  effort  to  determine  for  themselves  the  law  on  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  that  come  up.  If  they  will  carefully  study  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  numerous  decisions  already  rendered  by  different  Grand 
Masters  of  this  jurisdiction,  they  will  find  but  little  difficulty  in  deciding 
what  is  the  law  covering  nearly  all  points  that  may  arise. 

In  his  opinion  all  decisions,  made  by  the  Grand  Master  and  approved 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  are  of  binding  effect,  until  revoked  by  like  author^ 
ity.  This  opinion  was  elicited  by  a  ruling  in  another  jurisdiction,  not 
named,  restricting  the  operation  of  such  decisions  to  the  term  of  office 
of  the  Grand  Master  making  them.  We  concur  with  G.  M.  Freeman  in 
that  matter,  most  decidedly. 

A  very  prominent  feature  of  these  proceedings  is 

THE  BBPOBT  ON  COHBESPONDENCB 

Prom  the  pen  of  Brother— P.  G.  M,— R.  H.  Taylor,  Chairman,  It  is  an 
able  review  of  the  doings  of  47  Grand  Lodges. 

His  notice  of  Alabama— Eeport  of  1877— proceedings  is  full  and  criti- 
cal. « 

We  have  no  objections  to  urge  against  them  except  in  respect  to  that 
portion  devoted  to  oar  Beport  on  Correspondence  (regular.) 
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We  think  in  that  matter  Broihei  Taylor  has  done  as  grtevvM  wtdda 
for  be  takes  ttdTaDtage  of  our  little  pim  fizzle  to  dazzle  na  with  witty  pyn>> 
technics,  of  Uiat  ilk,  'till  we  ore  blinded  and  abubed  at  hia  brilliant  ooi^ 
rDscations  :  and  then  too  ho  intimates  that  vx  did  it.  The  tmth  ia,  tM 
tioluMtorcd.  bnt  be  conquered  in  the  pun-io  wm  of  1877.  We  yield  to 
defeotaod  crave  geouons  terms  of  parole,  with  the  right  to  retain  our 
sids  arms,  of  Pin,  Ink  and  Sdssort. 


M.  W.  Brother  Henry  L.  Fish Grand  Uaater. 

B.  W.  Brother  John  D.  Hammond. Otand  Seeretaiy. 


Nnmber  of  Chartered  Lodges U 

Nnmberof  U.  D.  Lodges 1 

NEW  BKUNBWIOK. 

In  one  volnme  we  ore  favored  with  roporta  of  the  prooeedinga  of  aev- 
oral  comnaDicationa  of  the  M.  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  New  Bmnawick,  viz : 

Of  three  special  communicatioiis,  held  severally  May  29tb,  Jnly  1st, 
and  NoTember  Q5th,  A.  D.  1878— oil  oeremoniol  oocasiona,  the  last  oon- 
vened  for  the  inatallation  of  B.  W.  Benjamin  B.  StcTsnaon — elected 
Uepatj  GrHDcl  Uaster  on  tlie  25th  of  September,  bat  absent  from  the  in- 
atallatiou  service  of  that  regular  communication.  The  other  sp«riaia 
were  devoted  to  the  interesting  ceremoniea  of  "laying  comer  stone,"  and 
onr  Brethren  of  New  Brunswick  neglected  no  aervioa  or  pngeantij  prop- 
erly incident  to  the  work  essoined  them. 

The  eleventh  annoal  communioatioii  was  held  in  UiQ  Oitt  ov  St.  Johk, 
on  Wodueaday,  the  l^tb  of  September,  A.  D.  187B. 

M.  W.  Grand  HasEer  Bobert  T.  Clincli,  presiding,  whose  onnnal  ad- 
drees,  thoagh  shoit.  is  yet  foU  enongh  to  embrace  all  needed  loo«l  infor- 
mation, and  Eicqaaint  ua  also  with  his  intelligent  opinions  on  ourrent 
foreign  irregularities.  He  speaks  encoorogingly  of  the  progress  mode  in 
rebuilding  the  sacred  places  laid  waste  by  the  terrible  conflagration  of 
1877,  which  devastated  the  city  of  St  John  in  Uiat  year,  and  deetroyed 
the  Hall  and  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

He  refers  pointedly,  but  not  harshly,  to  the  Queboo-SooUond  oontio* 
veray,  dosing  with  this  remark,  indioaUng  peonliar  interoat  in  the  re- 
BUlt: 

We  cannot  view  these  prooeedingt  wittioat  the  gieataat  o( 
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case  of  one  profinoe  in  this  confederation  to-day  may  be  that  of  another 
to-morrow.  If  the  withdrawsd  by  a  Grand  Lodge  of  the  oommiBsion  of 
her  representative  to  a  sister  Grand  Lodge— as  Scotland  has  in  the  case 
of  Qaebec — is  sufficient  groand  upon  which  to  declare  a  Grand  Lodge 
extinct  and  the  territory  formerly  occupied  by  it  "unoccupied,"  there 
will  soon  be  an  end  of  masonic  government,  and  confusion  and  anarchy 
will  take  the  place  of  order  throughout  our  system. 

Of  the  recent  acts  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  he  speaks  regretfully 
but  in  language  of  decided  condemnation. 

This  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  continued  through  the  25th  and 
26th  days  of  September,  the  business  transacted  being  routine  work,  ex- 
cept the  incident  of  several  important  amendments  to  their  oonstitction, 
which  were  proposed  and  adopted. 

Grand  Master  Clinch  yielded  the  gavel  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  and  was  succeeded  by  M.  W.  Brother  Robert  Marshall,  duly  elected 
Grand  Master  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  September. 

The  12th  annual  communication  convened  on  Wednesday,  the  30th 
day  of  April,  A.  D.  1879,  extending  its  session  to  include  May  Ist. 

Grand  Master  Robert  Marshall  presided. 

Twenty-one  Lodges  (of  a  total  of  34)  represented. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  announces  with  regret  the  death  of 
P.  G.  Master  Robert  Gk>wan,  on  30th  January,  1879.  He  was  76  years  of 
age,  and  had  resided  in  the  Province  over  56  years.  He  says  of  the  de- 
ceased : 

Brother  Gowan  was  no  ordinary  man.  When  able  to  do  his  duty, 
whether  civil,  social  or  masonic,  no  man  could  do  it  better.  The  coun- 
try gratefully  remembered  his  long  and  faithful  service  in  the  Crown 
Lands'  Department  and  eased  his  declining  years  with  a  comfortable  pen- 
sion. Our  Grand  Lodge  honored  him  with  the  highest  honorary  rank, 
that  of  a  Past  Grand  Master,  when  the  last  of  the  Scottish  Lodges,  over 
which  he  ruled  as  Provincial  Grand  Master,  united  with  ils.  Long  be- 
fore there  was  a  central  authority  of  any  kind  in  the  Province,  Brother 
Gowan's  views  and  opinions  had  all  the  force  of  authority,  and  what  he 
thought  of  any  particular  matter  largely  influenced  the  decision  upon 
that  matter.  A  diligent  student  and  strong  in  his  own  individuality,  he 
never  failed  to  have  a  decided  view  upon  every  question  that  came  be- 
fore him,  and  to  any  courteously  expressed  application  for  information 
or  instruction,  he  never  failed  to  cheerfully  respond.  Social,  kind,  char- 
itable and  genial,  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  the  good  that  he  did  will 
live  after  him  and  the  remembrance  of  his  many  virtues  will  long  linger 
in  Grand  Lodge. 

Of  local  afiGedrs  he  gives  enooazaging  assa  ranees,  as  follows  : 

In  the  Province  harmony  prevails,  and  if  the  lodges  have  not  done  a 
large  amount  of  work  during  the  year,  they  have  made  fair  progress  ta 
the  good  work  of  our  time  honored  institution. 
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Biethren,  I  rejoioe  to  meet  yoa  at  this  tbe  ttrelfth  anuiul  aommiitiicm- 
tiOD  ol  Qmnd  Lodse  under  aospioes  bo  tftiocnbla.  In  closing,  permit 
ma  to  lecnr  to  a  subject  wbich  mnet  be  very  dear  to  ereiy  tme  maeon 
within  oar  jnrisdintion  Past  Ornnd  Unater  B.  Leiiter  Peten,  in  his  ad- 
dreea,  delivered  in  Orand  Ziodtfe  on  tbe  22ud  Janmii;,  1SG8,  remarked  : 
"  The  erection  of  a  MBAonic  Temple  in  thia  city,  for  the  honor  of  our 
ancient  craft,  is  a  work  in  which  I  feel  antiafied  that  the  biethren  in  all 
parttt  of  the  province  wonld  bo  intcrented,  and  I  tnuit  that  aome  measiire 
will  be  adopted  b;  Grand  Lodge,  having  in  view  an  object  ao  desirable." 
From  that  time  coutinlled  effort  ha»  been  mnde.  with  ({reater  or  leea  ano- 
ceea,  and  as  a  result  we  meet  today,  for  tbe  first  time,  in  onr  own  ohall." 
Much,  however,  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  older  to  the  sncceeafDl  occom- 
ptinhment  of  the  groat  wurk  bo  nearly  oomplot«d,  in  the  intureatn  of 
which  I  wonld  like  to  invite  every  brother  within  (he  province,  whoso 
name  is  on  onr  roll  of  membemhip.  and  who  haa  not  yet  given  material 
aid  to  this  nndortaking,  to  at  onoe  sabscribe  for  at  leaat  one  share  in  the 
stock  of  the  "New  Bmnewick  Masonic  HaU  Company."  If  this  appeal 
be  generonsly  responded  to.  the  qnestioQ  of  providing  the  neoeesary  ftinda 
for  the  sncccesfnl  completion  of  tbe  great  work  will  have  been  aooom- 
pliahed  and  the  cratt  in  New  Brunswick  will  have  a  bailding  oompara- 
tively  free  from  iDonmbraJice,  which  any  Grand  Lodge  in  Canada  wgM 
be  proad  to  call  its  own. 


A  reeolntion  recognizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and 
also  that  ot  New  Mexico,  was  adopted. 

In  reference  to  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon, 
and  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  Gaba,  tho  "  Committee  on  Fiatemal  Belationa ' ' 
made  an  interesting  and  jadiciotu  report,  conolading  th<u  : 


In  tbe  judgment  of  yoni  committee  it  is  not  clear  that  the  Grand  Lodgo 
of  Colon  was  in  anch  a  condition  as  to  jostif;?  the  formation  within  toe 
jariEidictian  claimed  by  it,  of  another  Grand  Lodge. 

It  dues  not  appear  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  yont  committee  that  whatever 
chaogcB  wore  neoeasary  in  the  syatem  of  moBouio  goTemmeot  in  Onb«L, 
coolil  not  have  been  made  by  reforms  and  improvements  in  the  Grajid 
Lodge  of  Colon. 

Neither  is  it  shown  that  tbe  oall  for  tbe  fonuotiou  of  a  new  Oiand 
Lodge  wns  a  general  call  to  all  the  Caban  Lodgen. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Now  Brunswick  has  not  entered  into  fraternal  re- 
lations witb  any  masonic  govumiuent  in  Cuba.  Bat  it  oannot  withhold 
sympathy  from  the  effort  that  is  being  now  made  by  tbe  Onban  brethren 
to  lay  solidly  there  the  fonndations  of  tbe  omfL  "Hie  Havana  movement 
was  nndoabtedly  well  intended,  its  object  being  to  free  oraH  masamy 
from  a  dependence  npou  any  other  masonic  system.  Bot  to  reoognlEe 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cab«  wonld  be —even  if  there  were  no  other  objec- 
tions—to  piactioolly  declare  trcegnlar  the  large  nnmber  of  lodges  and 
brethren  who  in  the  tronbloiu  times  of  tbe  late  rerolation  on  the  island, 
and  throDgh  many  difflonltiiH  have  been,  and  are  now,  steady  in  their 
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ftllegianoe  to  the  original  anthority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon.  Not 
to  fonnally  recognize  either  will  be  no  difladvantage  to  the  trae  interests 
of  the  craft  in  the  island.  It  ought  not  to  be  difficult  for  the  freemasons 
of  Gnba  to  heal  their  differences*  to  form  one  reliable  governing  body  for 
craft  masonry  according  to  the  ancient  constitntions  and  the  present 
practices  of  the  society,  and  Uius  present  to  the  world  the  pleasing 
pictore  of  unity  and  harmony  in  that  iair  and  favored  land. 
The  committee  offers  the  following  resolution : 

Besolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  any  farther  oonsid- 
exBtion  of  this  subject. 

Fraternally  submitted.  

R  LESTER  PETEBS, 
Wm.  F.  BUNTING. 
JOHN  V.  ELLIS. 

HO  BXPOBT  ON  OOBBBSPONDKNGB. 
OBAMD    OFFICEBS: 

IC.  W.  Bro.  Robert  Marshall  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bra  William  F.  Bunting  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

BTATISnOB. 

Number  of  Ohartered  Lodges 33 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges 1 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  report  before  us  gives  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  Hampshire,  at  its  semi-annual  communication,  held  December 
27th,  A.  D.  1877,  and  also  those  of  its  eighty-ninth  grand  annual  com- 
munication, convened  at  Goncobd,  Wednesday,  May  15th,  A.  D.  1878. 

John  J.  Bell,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  was  present  and  presided  over  both 
of  these  assemblages. 

At  the  annual  conmiunication  53  (of  the  75)  lodges  were  represented — 
66  lodges  were  represented  at  the  semi-annual  meeting. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Bell,  as  indeed  may  be  also  said  of  the 
business  of  the  two  communications  under  review,  was  confined  to 
zontine  matters  of  no  special  interest  outside  of  that  jurisdiction.  From 
this  statement,  however,  we  must  except  his  remarks  '*  in  memoriam," 
especially  those  in  reference  to  the  death  of  **  John  Atherton  Harris,  Pbst 
Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  for  some  years  Grand  Secretary,  well  known 
and  endeared  to  us  all  by  his  virtues  and  his  eminent  knowledge  of  Ma- 
Bonxy  and  attachment  to  the  orafk,  was  called  hence  on  the  third  day  of 
September  last" 
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One  of  his  decisions  too  relates  to  a  principal  not,  to  onr  mind,  dearly 
established.     We  can't  approve  his  ruling  in  this  instance  : 

A  brother  raised  in  a  Lodge  who  does  not  sign  the  by-laws  within  six 
months,  stands  toward  the  Lodge  precisely  as  any  other  non-affiliate,  and 
can  become  a  member  only  in  the  same  manner  as  though  made  in  an- 
other Lodge.  If  a  case  of  mere  carelessness  or  inadvertence,  the  Lodp[e 
may,  in  its  discretion,  remit  the  adjoining  fee  ;  bat  that  is  within  its  dis- 
cretion only. 

In  such  case  he  may  join  another  Lodge  without  a  dimit,  as  having 
never  been  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  ho  coald  not  dimit  therefrom.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  he  shoald  become  a  member  of  the  Lodge  in  whioh  he 
was  raised  so  as  to  get  a  dimit  with  which  to  join  another  Lodge. 

An  interesting 

bepobt;on  cobrespondenob 

Was  snbmitted  by  Brother  A.  S.  Wait,  *'  for  the  committee.*'  His  report 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  41  Grand  Lodges  exolnsive  of  Alabama. 

The  Alabama  report  for  1877,  we  presame,  was  not  received  in  time  for 
review — was  indeed  like  others  mentioned  by  him,  **  too  late." 

We  quote,  with  approval,  a  portion  of  Brother  Wait's  modest 

CONCLUSION  : 

We  have  thus  gone  over  the  Masonic  field  so  far  as  it  has  been  pre- 
sented during  the  year  to  our  view,  and  we  submit  our  work  for  the  in- 
spection of  our  brethren.  That  they  will  approve  all  we  have  done,  is, 
of  coarse,  too  much  to  hope  ;  that  they  may  accept  it  as  an  honest  effort 
at  the  performance  of  duty  we  would  nevertheless  trust.  That  the  work 
has  been  an  arduous  one  few  will  so  fully  realize  as  those  who  have  been 
called  upon  for  similar  service.  It  has  been  our  endeavor  to  give  a  cor- 
rect general  view  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  Order  in  sister  ju- 
risdictions, and  of  the  work  it  is  doing  in  our  day  and  generation,  its 
numerical  increase  has  been  less  during  the  period  subjected  to  onr 
review,  than  in  some  previous  years.  Its  growth,  however,  has  been  on 
the  whole  such  as  to  give  to  the  Order  a  more  firm  and  enduring  charac- 
ter, while  it  has  enlarged  its  capacity  for  usefulness  to  a  greater  degree 
than  in  periods  when  experiencing  a  more  rapid  increase  of  numbers. 
The  material  wrought  into  the  building  has  been  selected  with  greater 
care,  and  has  been  such  as  to  add  strength  and  symmetry  to  its  now  vast 
proportions,  while  causes  of  discord  and  weakness  have  been  sought  out 
and  eliminated  ;  and  we  can  safely  affirm  that  the  Masonic  institution 
was  never  more  truly  prosperous,  never  more  potent  in  its  inflaence,  and 

never  doing  a  better  work  for  humanity,  than  while  we  write  these  words. 

«*•  «  •  «  ••• 

asLAXD  omcKBa, 

M.  W.  Bro.  Solon  A.  Garter  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  P.  Cleaves  (elected) Grand  Secretaiy. 

STAXI8IX08. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 75 
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NEW  JEBSE7 

In  our  peregrinations  daring  the  sammer,  and  inralid  tronblee  gen- 
erally, we  nnfortonately  mislaid  the  only  report  received  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  for  1879,  (it  was  the  one  kindly 
sent  the  writer  as  representative  of  that  Grand  Body,  in  which  too  ho 
had  noted  his  proposed  comments,)  and  therefore  regretfolly  defer  cor 
review  of  it  'till  next  report 

NEW  MEXICO. 

We  have  received  and  cordially  welcome  the  proceedings  of  the  flxst 
annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico,  held 
lit  Samta  Fe,  Monday,  January  the  6th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  William  W.  Griffin,  Grand  Master,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  its  four  constituent  Lodges. 

We  give  annexed  some  interesting  extracts,  (one  of  thom  sadly  so)  fitom 
the  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  viz  : 

BnOurm  cf  (hA  Orand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico : 

I  welcome  you  to  this  ancient  city,  in  this,  the  First  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  extend  to  you  a  fraternal  and  cordial 
greeting. 

Although  the  youngest  Grand  Lodge,  and  having;  but  reached  the  first 
mile  stone  on  the  great  highway  of  independent  existence,  yet  thus  early 
in  our  career  are  we  forcibly  reminded  tnat  we  too,  are  mortal 

Our  Grand  South  is  vacant. 

<*  It  is  the  nature  of  our  common  humanity,  that  one  by  one,  we  should 
yield  to  the  mandate  of  relentless  death,"  and  as  the  announcement  that 
it  is  "High  Twelve"  &lls  upon  our  ears,  obey  the  foreordained  sum- 
mons that  must  come  to  us  all  and  enter  upon  the  final  rest 

Not  one  of  us  may  go  forth  from  this  pleasant  meeting  and  not  feel 
that  ere  another,  we  too,  may  be  with  those  who  have  entered  upon  the 
eternal  refreshment ;  not  one  who  will  not  unite  in  the  sadness  with 
Which  I  announce  to  you  the  deaUi  of  our  Grand  Junior  Warden,  K.  W. 
Brother  George  W.  Stebbins. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  on  the  seventeenth 
day  of  April,  1878,  frt>m  the  effects  of  a  wound  inflicted  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a  pistol  on  his  person.  Brother  Stebbins  was  United  States 
Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  and  was  preparing  to  leave  his 
home  on  a  trip  to  a  distant  county  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties, 
and  had  left  ms  harnessed  horse  standing  alone  for  a  moment ;  the  horse 
midday  started  and  Brother  Stebbins  jumped  and  caught  the  lines,  bat 
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was  jerked  down  and  dragged  by  the  rnnning  horse,  the  pistol  was  dis- 
charged and  inflicted  the  wound  which  caused  his  death. 

While  we  most  highly  appreciate  the  recognition  that  has  been  ex- 
tended to  as  by  the  eighteen  sister  Grand  Lodges  mentioned,  that  of  onr 
mother,  Missouri,  has  been,  in  some  respects,  the  most  gratifying  and 
encouraging.  She  is  the  mother  of  every  Lodge  in  New  Mexico,  and  at 
her  communication  held  two  months  after  her  children  in  this  distant 
land  of  the  ancient  Montezumas  had,  after  long  and  mature  deliberation, 
determined  to  assume  the  responsibilities  and  cares  of  independent  exist- 
ence, she,  with  words  of  great  maternal  afifection,  took  her  daughter  of 
New  Mexico  by  the  hand,  and  honored  her  by  an  introduction  to  the 
world. 

For  this  we  are  most  grateful,  and  were  it  not  that  onr  mother  still 
assumes  to  exercise  authority  in  this  jurisdiction,  after  having  acknowl- 
edged this  Grand  Lodge  as  the  supreme  Masonic  authority  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  New  Mexico,  we  would  feel  that  she  had  done  all  that 
she  ought  to  do. 

Her  position  in  this  respect  is  most  extraordinary,  and  she  stands 
almost  alone  in  the  position  she  has  taken  on  a  question  of  the  grayest 
consequences  to  the  fraternity  at  large,  and  I  doubt  not  the  logic  of  events 
will  induce  her  to  reconsider  her  action  in  this  connection. 

It  is  known  to  you  that  of  the  seven  Lodges  existing  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion at  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  four  had  formally  decided 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  fraternity  demanded  the  formation  of  a 
Grand  Lodge,  while,  in  the  convention  which  took  that  action,  but  three 
of  the  four  were  present  by  their  representatives,  'llie  fourth  had  ap- 
pointed such  representatives,  and  immediately  after  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  took  a  charter  from  this  body. 

Of  the  three  remaining  Lodges,  the  charter  of  one,  Kit  Garson,  at 
'"^^lizabethtown,  has  been  arrested  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Missouri, 
and  by  his  orders  its  jewels,  records,  etc.,  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  the  other  property  of 
that  Lodge,  such  as  carpets,  furniture,  etc,  has  been  sold,  and  the  i)ro- 
ceeds,  $129.50,  sent  to  the  same  officer  by  virtue  of  the  same  authoritjr, 
and  this  action  has  been  approved  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 
She  also  continues  to  exercise  jurisdictional  powers  over  Silver  City  Lodge 
and  Cimarron  Lodge." 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  after  the  declaration 

of  their  Grand  Master,  in  1878,  that— 

"It  has  been  a  settled  principle  with  all  American  Grand  Lodges,  that 
each  State  Grand  Lodge  holds  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  the  State, 
and  that  no  other  Grand  Lodge  can  grant  Dispensations  to  form  new 
Lodges  in  said  territory,  nor  even  exercise  control  over  such  Lodges  as 
may  originally  have  belonged  to  them  after  a  Grand  Lodge  has  been 
organized  and  formally  recognized  by  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions ;" 

Must  yield  to  the  "logic  of  events,*'  enforced  by  her  own  declaration 
of  principles  as  above. 
The  Grand  Master  says  of  the— 
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CONDITION  OF  MASONBT 

"It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  annonnce  that  peace  and 
harmoDy  have  prevailed  tbroaghoat  this  jarisdiction  daring  the  past 
fittventeen  months,  and  the  administration  of  the  Lodges  has  been  bar- 
monioas  and  successfol,  and  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  exercise  extraor- 
dinary authority. 

The  reports  from  the  various  Lodges  show  that,  although  there  has 
been  no  great  increase  in  membership  since  the  formation  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  the  number  made  Masons  has  been  as  great  as  was  consistent 
with  real  prosperity,  when  all  the  circumstances  are  considered.  Masonry 
in  New  Mexico  is  peculiarly  situated;  similar  conditions  exist  no  where 
else  in  the  United  States.  Accessions  to  Masonry  come  alone  from 
Americans  and  resident  Europeans,  who  together  constitute  not  more 
than  ten  to  fifteen  per  centum  of  the  entire  population,  and  thus  the 
increase  of  numbers  is  necessarily  slow;  but  when  we  look  to  the  future 
the  prospect  is  more  encouraging.  The  time  is  near  when  the  railroad, 
which  has  already  crossed  our  border  on  the  north,  will  render  us 
accessible  to  foreign  capital  and  enterprise;  and  we  will  thus  be  relieved 
from  that  condition  of  isolation  which  has  heretofore  paralyzed  all 
progress. 

When  our  Territory  becomes  accessible,  the  outside  world  will  learn 
that  here  in  New  Mexico  is  a  virgin  field  for  enterprise  of  the  grandest 
proportions,  where  capital  and  energy  can  reap  marvelous  rewards.  Our 
mountain  ranges  are  full  of  the  precious  metals,  and  our  prairies  and 
mesas  will  furnish  nutritious  grasses  to  tens  of  thousands  of  cattle  which 
the  grazer  can  appropriate  without  price,  and  our  valleys  need  but  the 
application  of  intelligent  effort  to  cause  them  to  produce  food  and  fruits 
for  the  millions  yet  to  occupy  them.  With  such  resources  made  acces- 
sible and  known  by  the  building  of  railroads,  we  need  have  no  fear  as  to 
he  future  of  New  Mexico;  and  with  political  prosperity  that  of  Masonry 
is  assured."  ^ 

We  have  appropriated  to  this  interesting  address  all  the  bpaoe  we  can 
well  devote  to  New  Mexico. 

We  must,  however,  recognize  the  well  written  and  very  acceptable 

BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE 

presented  by  Brother  David  J.  Miller  for  the  commmittee.    It  is  good  as 
a  beginning  and  promises  excellence  in  the  near  future,  when  the  diffi- 
dence of  a  first  introduction  shall  have  given  place  to  the  confidence  of 
leoognition  from  his  colleagues,  which  we  are  certain  is  soon  to  cheer  our 
new  Brother  with  unmistakable  assurances  of  approval. 
Brother  Miller,  referring  to  our  Report  of  1877,  says— 
"In  the  Beport  of  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Foreign  CJorrespondence  we  find 
the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  mentioned  favorably.     The  com- 
mittee write  as  if  it  favored  our  recognition,  but  we  find  no  mention  of 
New  Mexico  in  the  proceedings  proper.    Grand  Secretary  Sayre;,  however, 
does  '  recognize '  us,  we  observe,  to  the  extent  of  including  in  his  list 
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of  Gmnd  Secretaries,  the  name  and  address  of  onr's  of  New  Mexico. 
We  append  that  portion  of  the  committee'8  report  referring  to  the  new 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico;  wherein  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  com- 
mittee overlook  the  important  circumstance  that  there  were  four — and 
not  three  only — constituent  Lodges  in  onr  organization.  As  there  were 
seven  Lodges  within  the  new  jurisdiction,  and  Chairman  Beers  foond  but 
three  of  them  actually  represented  in  the  organizing  convention,  may  be 
this  circumstance  is  what  he  refers  to  as  the  'other  conditions,*  which, 
as  no  resolution  of  recognition  was  by  him  reported,  it  would  seem  he 
did  not  find  'equally  favorable.'  We  will,  probably,  present  some 
remarks  explanatory  in  the  premises,  under  the  head  of  New  York, 
concluding  now,  those  under  Alabama,  with  the  extract  above  referred 
to. 

It  is  true,  that  there  was  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  recognition  in 

1877,  which  would  have  been  removed  if  the  explanation  in  this  report, 

(given  "under  the  head  of  New  York,")  had  been,  then,  communicated 

to  this  Grand  Lodge,  viz: 

"By  correspondence  we  have  learned  the  reason  of  the  deferring  of  the 
matter  of  our  recognition.  It  appears  that  the  idea — a  veiy  sound  one 
too — of  the  committee  was  that  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  Lodges  in 
a  proposed  new  Grand  Jurisdiction  was  essential  and  indispensable  to 
the  lawful  organization  of  a  Grand  Lodge;  and  the  committee,  seeing 
that  only  three  of  the  seven  Lodges  in  the  Territory  were  actually  repre- 
sented and  participated  in  the  organizing  convention,  fancied  that  we 
were  not  constitutionally  or  lawfully  organized — and,  indeed,  it  does  not 
appear  prima  facie  in  the  proceedings  that  more  than  three  of  the  Lodges 
in  fact  participated;  it  was  an  inadvertent  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Convention  that  he  did  not  make  the  fSeict  appear  in  his 
record  that  Union  Lodge  No.  480  had  also  appointed  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention, but  that  they  did  not  attend.*' 

The  proceedings  of  1878,  however,  (see  special  report  on  correspond- 
ence, p.  35),  record  in  amjie  form  our  good  will  and  *'  recognition.  * 

OBAND  OFFIOKBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  William  W.  Griffin Grand  Master 

E.  W.  Brother  David  J.  Miller Grand  Secretary 

8TAT18TI0B. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 4 

NEW  YOBK. 

The  98th  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State  convened  "in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  Sd," 
and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Edmund  P. 
Judson. 
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Six  hundred  and  fifty-dx  (of  its  717)  Lodges  were  represented.  We 
note,  in  addition  to  a  long  list  of  official  members—Orand  and  Past 
Grand  Officers— present,  the  attendance  also  of  an  unusually  full  list  of 
^*Bepresentative8  of  other  Grand  Lodges,"  nearly  all  of  the  American 
and  several  foreign  Grand  Bodies  being  represented. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand' Master  Edmund  P.  Judson  fully  sustains 
the  well  established  reputation  of  New  York  for  unexceptionable,  and 
indeed  model,  deliverances  of  that  description. 

We  shall  quote  fully  from  this  address  in  illustrating  the  condition, 
**  works  and  ways  "  of  our  New  York  Brethren. 

The  Grand  Master  says,  in  reference  to  a  pending  jurisdictional  con- 
troversy with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  known  of  record  as  '*tho 
Webotuck  matter,"  that : 

Tliis  question,  as  you  all  know,  has  been  before  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
several  years,  and,  although  very  simple  in  itself,  has  lead  to  a  great 
many  words  without  any  practical  result  The  difficulty  is  between  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Connecticut,  and  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
last  named  Grand  Body  undertook,  by  the  operation  of  its  own  law,  to 
lerminate  the  membership  of  two  brethren,  members  of  Webotuck  Lodge 
in  New  York.  Much  correspondence  has  passed  between  the  two  Grand 
Lodges,  and  it  was  expected  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Connecticut  some  definite  action  would  be  taken.  From  their  printed 
proceedings  I  find,  however,  that  no  notice  of  the  question  was  taken  ex- 
cept by  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Correspondence,  and  that  assumes  that 
their  action  was  well  taken,  or,  m  other  words,  that  whatever  is  done  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  is  beyond  question. 

We  have  held,  and  do  still  hold,  that  no  one  can  become  a  member  of  a 
New  York  Lodge,  or  dissolve  his  membership  therein,  except  by  the  op- 
eration of  the  regulations  made  for  that  purpose  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York.  Hence  it  follows  that  the  signing  of  a  petition  for  a  Dispen- 
sation to  form  a  new  Lodge,  or  revive  an  old  one  in  Connecticut,  does 
not  and  cannot  disturb  the  New  York  membership  of  a  signer,  but  that 
before  he  can  become  a  lawful  member  of  a  Connecticut  Lodge,  he  must 
previously  dissolve  his  connections  with  the  New  York  Lodge,  in  aooord- 
anoe  with  our  regulations. 

In  the  Webotuck  case  this  has  not  been  done,  and  the  two  membera 
sought  to  be  transferred  are  therefore  still  members  of  Webotuck  Lodge. 

In  my  correspondence  with  M.  W.  Brother  Bullock,  I  find  that  he  as- 
sumes that  the  membership  of  the  Webotuck  brethren  was  transferred  by 
operation  of  law.  This  must  mean  one  of  two  things,  either  that  the 
law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  is  binding  in  Now  York  Lodges 
to  the  extent  of  taking  away  their  members,  without  their  consent,  or 
that  there  is  a  general  law  to  that  efi'ect  We  most  emphatically  deny 
both  propositions.  It  is  self-evident  that  no  Grand  Lodge  can  make  a 
law  to  have  effect  beyond  the  boundaries  of  its  own  jurisdiction  ;  and 
equally  clear  that  there  never  has  been  any  assent  to  a  law  or  principle 
thieit  should  unseat  the  members  of  Lodges  by  other  jurisdictions  without 
the  consent  of  such  Lodge.    There  can,  therefore,  be  no  possible  justifi- 
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• 

cation  of  the  Rct  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connectiont,  in  receiving  and 
retaining  nnder  its  juri8<1iction,  notwithstanding  our  protest,  two  breth- 
ren, members  of  a  Lodge  in  New  York. 

The  above  seems  to  ns  a  fair  statement  of  the  question  involved  in  this 
dispute,  and  we  can  discover  no  defect  in  the  **  irresistible  logic "  of 
its  conclusions,  under  the  accepted  theory,  and  established  usages  of 
American  Grand  Lodges. 

He  makes  an  important  suggestion  in  the  following  recommendation, 
viz: 

I  would  suggest  that  whenever  hereafter  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution or  Statutes  is  finally  adopted,  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Annual  Communication,  and 
in  advance  of  the  regular  publication,  to  issue  a  circular  to  all  the  Lodges 
calling  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  law  has  been  changed  or  amended, 
and  giving  the  amende<l  text  in  full.  It  would  seem  that  if  this  simple 
expedient  were  adopted,  not  only  would  the  fact  of  any  change  be 
promptly  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  brethren,  but  that  many,  perhaps 
involuntary,  errors  would  be  avoided,  and  the  Grand  Master  be  saved  the 
labor  of  writing  many  letters  to  explain  what  ought  to  be  known  to  every 
brother,  as  well  as  to  himself. 

The  following  extract  will  indicate  somewhat  the  condition  of  the  craft 
and  repeat  the  expression  of  the  Grand  Master's  charitable  views  on  sus- 
pensions for  non-payment  of  dues.  We  indorse  heartily  his  remarks  on 
that  subject,  viz : 

It  will  be  found  from  an  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  District 
Deputies,  that  the- falling  off  in  our  membership  during  the  past  year  is 
largely  due  t(»  striking  from  the  roll  for  the  non-payment  ot  dues.  It  is, 
of  course,  impossible  that  the  Deputies  should  know  the  facts  in  each 
case,  but  may  it  not  be  that  many  brethren,  unable  to  pay,  and  perhaps 
too  proud  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  have  been  among  the  number  thus 
unaffiliated?  and  is  it  not  an  act  of  unkindness,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
ties  that  bind  us  together,  to  use  this  measure — clearly  within  the  powers 
of  a  Lodge— without  the  closest  scrutiny,  and  so  far  as  may  be,  the  most 
absolute  certainty,  that  when  the  law  is  executed,  we  are  not  doing  a 
wrong,  alike  to  the  brother  disciplined,  to  the  Lodge  and  to  the  spirit  of 
Masonry. 

My  own  experience  convinces  me  that  there  are  many  cases  of  neglect 
on  the  part  of  individuals  who  can  pay  as  well  as  not,  but  it  may  be  sug- 
gested at  the  stime  time,  that  an  indiscriminate  application  of  the  law 
may  and  does  work  injustice. 

It  is  a  familiar  fact  to  most  of  us,  that  during  the  years  through  which 
we  have  just  passed,  many  of  our  brethren  have  been  the  victims  of  mis- 
fortune, and  while  some  have  succumbed,  others,  and  I  believe  the  larger 
number,  concealing  perhaps  a  heavy  burden,  have  with  manly  courage 
pressed  on  in  the  fight  to  preserve  their  credit  and  good  name.  In  this 
emergency  the  sympathy  of  those  to  whom  they  are  bound  by  the  mystio 
tie,  in  an  especial  manner,  nerves  and  sustains  them  in  their  fearful 
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trial,  and  this  they  should  have  in  the  fullest  measura  The  imposition 
of  a  penalty  in  such  cases  is  unjust  It  were  better  that  those  of  us  who 
escape  this  trial  should  be  taxed  a  trifle  beyond  the  average  amount, 
rather  than  at  our  hands  an  injustice  should  be  done  to  the  humblest  of 
our  brethren  struggling  in  the  battle  of  life.  Let  me  be  understood  as 
not  making  any  positive  assertion,  but  only  a  suggestion,  that  in  the 
large  number  subjected  to  discipline  there  may  have  been  many  cases  of 
brethren,  who  had  their  circumstances  been  known,  would  have  been  ex- 
cepted from  exclusion,  and  this  leads  me  to  the  suggestion  that  in  our 
relations  to  each  other  as  members  of  Lodges,  or  of  t^e  craft,  we  fitil  in 
many  instances  to  cultivate  that  near  friendship  and  regard  lor  each  other 
that  ought  to  especially  distinguish  us.  Masonry,  my  brethren,  is  neither 
a  life  nor  health  association  ;  it  does  not  hold  forth  any  pecuniary  in> 
duoements  to  its  initiates,  but  when  a  man  has  been  admitted  to  our  in- 
timacy as  a  Fraternity  he  should  be  a  bbothkb  indeed,  and  thn  ties  that 
bind  us  together  should  only  be  severed  when  we  find  on  the  part  of  the 
individual  a  remissness  which  justice  to  the  Lodge,  to  the  Graft  and  to 
ourselves,  will  not  allow  us  to  overlook. 

He  speaks  encouragingly,  as  follows,  of  the 

HAIiL  AND  ASTLUH   FUlfD. 

This  is  a  subject  of  abiding  interest  to  every  Mason,  not  only  for  what 
has  been  achieved  in  the  past,  but  for  the  almost  inconceivable  possibil- 
ities of  the  future.  The  past  is  hallowed  by  the  toils  and  sacnfices  of 
the  brethren,  many  of  whom  have  passed  to  the  eternal  rest  Let  us 
hope  that  the  future  will  furnish  a  sufficient  reward,  and  let  us  who  are 
spared  to  continue  the  work,  renew  our  vows  to  labor  on,  until  our  in- 
debtedness being  removed,  we  may  enter  upon  the  reward,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  ample  means  to  create  a  charity  fund,  the  magnificence  of  which 
shall  not  be  equaled  in  the  world.  I  am  fully  aware  that  this  burden  has 
laid  heavily  upon  the  Craft  but  I  rejoice  that  it  will  grow  lighter  with 
the  reviving  prosperity  in  business  circles,  and  the  cheering  effect  of  a 
yearly  approach  to  the  end,  and  to  our  entrance  upon  that  phase  of  the 
undertaking,  to  secure  which,  all  our  labor  has  been  performed  and  all 
our  sacrifices  made. 

The  fact  that  the  control  and  responsibility  of  the  Fund  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  brethren,  selected  by  yourselves,  whose  competency  for  the  task 
no  one  is  disposed  to  question,  and  to  whose  careful  and  zealous  atten- 
tion to  duty,  I  most  cheerfully  testify,  would  make  it  invidious  for  me  to 
forestall  their  report  which  will  be  presented  in  due  time.  Let  me  only 
entreat  you  to  uphold  their  hands,  and  by  all  lawful  means  to  encourage 
them  in  their  arduous  and  exacting  labors,  not  only  as  a  recognition  of 
their  faithful  services,  but  as  a  direct  means  of  shortening  the  time  be- 
tween our  present  embarrassment  and  the  day  when  the  last  debt  is  paid 
we  shall  stand  enfranchised,  prepared  for  the  great  work  of  benevolence 
that  is  beyond. 

The  Fund  alluded  to,  is  represented  by  the  total  cost  (or  value?)  of  the 
Masonic   Temple,    say   $1,590,262  96,    subject   to  a   debt   lien  of 
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($744,513  09  in  1878)  $705,088  74,  as  stated  in  the  Troatees  report  of 
1879. 

We  wish  the  Grand  Lodge  safe  and  speedy  relief  from  this  burden  of 
debt)  for  then  only  will  she  be  potent  "  for  the  great  work  of  beneyoienoe 
that  is  beyond." 

He  is  quite  pronounced  against  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution— one  "striking  out  the  per  diem  allowance"— another  changing 
the  manner  of  representation  from  Lodges  to  Districts— another  author- 
izing **dual  membership,*'  etc.,  and  after  noting  his  objections  to  each 
proposition,  thus  concludes  his  remarks  on  that  topic,  viz  : 

As  the  result  of  my  examination  of  the  proposed  amendments,  I  am 
constrained  to  recommend  their  rejection  ;  and  let  me  say  further,  that 
the  prevailing  tendency  to  offer  crude  and  ill-digested  amendments  to  the 
law  is  one  more  to  be  honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.  K 
adopted,  they  require  a  new  edition  of  the  Constitution  every  year,  and 
what  is  infinitely  worse,  they  leave  the  great  mass  of  the  brethren  uncer- 
tain as  to  the  law  and  lead  them  sometimes  into  serious  errors,  because 
they  may  have  inadvertently  consulted  the  wrong  edition.  No  worse  evil 
can  come  upon  a  nation,  community,  or  association  than  uncertainty  of 
the  law ;  and,  of  all  associations,  this  of  ours,  with  fixed,  immutable 
principles,  ought  to  be  the  least  subject  to  the  difficulties  arising  from 
merely  experimental  legislation. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  discussed  two  questions,  presented 
to  him  officially,  but  did  not  authoritatively  decide  them,  preferring  to 
submit  them  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  for  interpretation.  That 
committee  reported  the  following  decisions  thereon,  which  essentially 
coincide  with  the  Grand  Master's  opinions,  previously  expressed,  viz  : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  respectfully  re- 
port, that  our  attention  was  naturally  first  claimed  by  the  important  top- 
ics so  fully  and  ably  presented  and  discussed  by  Grand  Master  JudlK)n  in 
his  address. 

The  subject  of  privileged  membership  is  one  which  is  not  devoid  of 
difficulty  ;  but  the  great  principle  upon  which  the  determination  of  the 
question  is  to  rest  is  distinctly  and  clearly  pointed  out  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  that  is,  how  far  and  in  what  cases  a  B3'-Law  is  a  contract  be- 
tween a  Lodge  and  its  members.  All  will  admit  that  it  is  essential  to  a 
contract  that  there  must  be  mutuality,  or  in  other  words  a  consideration  to 
give  it  vitality  as  such.  The  one  under  examination,  and  which  is  cited 
by  the  Grand  Master  in  its  exact  words,  it  appears  to  us  does  not  possess 
this  vital  feature. 

Each  member  was  bound  to  contribute  a  stated  periodical  sum  for  the 
interest  of  the  Lodge,  and  thus  indirectly  for  that  of  the  Craft  at  large, 
which  is  known  by  the  technical  n&me  of  dues.  A  Lodge  chooses  out  of 
mere  grace  and  its  own  free-will  to  adopt  a  By-Law  by  which  that  class 
of  its  members,  who  have  "borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,"  who 
have  discharged  their  whole  duty  £ftitkfally  for  ten  years,  shall  be  re- 
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lieved  in  the  fatnre  from  the  payment  of  other  dues  than  those  aocming 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  requires  no  new  act ;  it  is  not  even  a  pledge  of 
fidelity  for  the  future  ;  but  is  upon  the  trust  that  fidelity  in  the  past  is  a 
guarnuty  for  the  future.  Times  change  ,  the  generosity  which  has  cur- 
tailed a  main  source  of  revenue  on  which  it  is  dependent  for  contingent 
current  expenses  finds  its  resources  exhausted,  and  is  compelled  to  reviye 
the  old  fountain  of  income  or  tax  its  members  to  meet  exigencies  of  the 
case.  But  in  such  restoration  of  former  dues  is  no  breach  of  contract, 
and  not  even  a  breach  of  moral  good  faith.  Like  the  parent  who  gives  a 
cratuity  to  his  son  of  ripe  age  out  of  affectionate  generosity,  bnt  finds 
himself,  under  the  pressure  of  the  times,  compelled  to  curtail  his  too  ex- 
uberant bounty  extended  to  one  undgf  his  own  roof-tree,  revokes  the  gift, 
and  simply  says  he  shall  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  require  remunera- 
tion for  that  which  he  has  freely  given  from  love  and  affection.  But  sup- 
pose the  Lodge  had  adopted  a  Bv-Law  that  upon  the  payment  of  any 
sum  however  small,  not  alone  the  traditional,  typical,  '*penny-a-day, 
but  even  **a  penny-a-year  "  in  advance  for  any  period  however  brief,  and 
performed  such  condition,  there  would  have  been  a  contract  having  the 
element  of  mutuality,  and  based  upon  considemtion  ;  but  this  By-Law 
lacking  those  elements,  and  therefore  creating  no  vested  rights,  it  was 
therefore  perfectly  competent  for  such  Lodge  to  alter,  modify,  or  repeal 
such  By-Law,  and  we  subjoin  a  resolution  accordingly. 

Another  subject  suggested  by  the  Grand  Master,  relates  to  the  preroga- 
tive of  a  Master  in  opening  his  Lodge.  It  appears  to  us  to  involve  only 
the  simple  proposition,  whether  the  opening  of  a  Lodge  is  a  part  of  its 
work.  If  it  be  so,  and  we  conceive  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion upon  that  point,  then  he  clearly  has  a  right  to  delegate  that  power  to 
any  skillful  brother  present  as  he  might  as  to  any  other  portion  of  the 
work,  without  violating  any  prerogative  of  the  Wardens,  or  either  of 
them,  whatever  might  be  urged  upon  the  score  of  fraternal  or  official 
courtesy.  We  present  our  conclusion  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  Tegtei- 
ting  again  our  inability  to  discuss  more  at  length  Uie  reasons  which  have 
induct  it 

Contributions  for  relief  of  the  yellow  fever  sufferers  In  1878,  $19,086.65. 

We  feel  inclined,  as  often  as  we  renew  our  familiarity  with  the  reports 
and  proceedings  of  the  New  York  Grand  Lodge,  to  renew  also  our  com- 
mendations of  the  deliverances  of  its  officers  and  committees.  It  seems 
to  us  that  the  reports  of  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary  James  M.  Austin,  of  the 
••Asylum Fund  Trustees "  and  of  " the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence '' are 
especially  noteworthy,  if,  indeed,  it  is  proper  to  specify  the  work  of  any 
of  the  craftsmen  engaged  in  the  useful  labors  of  this  important  commu- 
nication. 

BBOOOMmON. 

The  following  resolutions  were  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Joris- 
prudence  (the  matter  having  been  referred  to  them  by  request  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence)  and  adopted,  viz  : 
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4.  Resdvedt  That  we  frAtemally  hail  and  fnlly  recognize  the  right  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  to  be  admitted  into  the  circle  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  Grand  Lodge, 
wishing  for  it  now,  and  in  all  futare  time,  peace  and  prosperity. 

5.  Mesdved,  That  wo  in  like  manner  hail  and  recognize  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  with  like  cordial  kind  wishes  and  saluta- 
tions ;  bat  from  considerations  connected  with  the  civil  government  of 
the  Territory,  we  forbear  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  its 
territorial  jurisdiction. 

THE   BEPOBT  ON  00BBE8P0NDENCB, 

With  its  wealth  of  useful  Masonic  knowledge  and  interesting  news,  is 
presented  by  the  Committee,  composed  of  Brothers  John  W.  Bimons, 
(Stephen  H.  Johnson,  and  M.  Pinner. 

This  review  embraces  the  proceedings  of  50  North  American  Grand 
Lodges,  and  gives  also  the  fullest  and  most  instructive  reports  from  the 
Grand  Bodies  governing  the  Graft  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  that  we 
have  anywhere  seen. 

So  interesting  is  that  portion  of  the  review  that  we  long  to  transfer  it 
unabridged  to  our  report,  but^t  is  to  us  "forbidden  fruit." 

The  Alabama  Report  for  1878  is  briefly  reviewed.  The  address  of  G. 
M.  Henry  C.  Armstrong  is  commended  as  a  *'  lengthy  and  able  resume  of 
the  year's  business."  The  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  is  approved. 

From  this  report  we  gather  that  there  has  been  no  material  change  in 
the  attitude  of  the  **  German  Grand  Lodge  League  "  towards  New  York 
in  the  controversy,  so  long  pending,  between  these  Grand  Bodies,  in- 
volving jurisdictional  rights. 

Brother  Simons  thus  concludes  a  very  able  review  of  this  German  con- 
troversy— after  having  happily  exposed  the  vascillating  course  of  the 
League  in  deciding  the  question  at  issue  differently,  in  its  application  to 
their  own  territorial  disputes,  (instancing  especially  its  course  in  1874 
towards  the  Lodges  of  AliSace  in  their  struggle  to  remain  affiliated  with 
the  Gbamd  Okient  of  France,)  from  the  principles  now  applied  to 
American  jurisdictional  claims : 

'*  There  remains  but  one  other  point  to  be  noticed.  The  resolation 
adopted  by  the  League  states  that  the  German  Grand  Lodges  would  never 
protest  if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  were  to  admit  as  visitors  breth- 
ren from  Lodges  which  they  do  not  reoognize  as  lawful,  etc. 

This  part  of  the  resolution  is  fullv  answered  in  Brother  Couch's  lettidr. 
If  we  concede  the  right  to  Grand  Lodges  to  decide  upon  the  lawfulness 
of  Lodges  existing  in  our  territory,  it  would  be  a  virtual  abandonment  on 
our  part  of  the  right  of  jurisdiction. 

15 
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It  is  supposed  by  some  brethren  in  Germany,  learned  in  the  law,  that 
the  Prussian  Edict  of  1798,  extending  governmental  protection  to  the 
Masons  of  that  kingdom,  is  sapersoded  by  n  law,  passed  within  the  last 
decade,  we  believe,  permitting  secret  societies  to  meet  under  certain 
restrictions.  Of  this  law  the  two  brethren,  formerly  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  **za  den  drei  Weltkugeln,"  took  advantage  to  establish  a 
Lodge  in  Berlin,  as  stated.  If  the  Grovernment  permits  this  Lodge  to 
exist,  it  would,  Masonically,  rest  upon  a  better  foundation  than  the 
Negro  Lodges  of  the  United  States:  for,  aside  of  all  other  questions,  the 
two  brethren,  who  established  the  Lodge,  were  at  least  lawfully  made 
Masons,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the  members  of  the  Negro  Lodges  in 
this  country.  If  we  should  recognize  this  Berlin  Lodge  and  hold  Masonic 
communication  with  it,  we  think  the  Bt^rlin  Grand  Lodges  would  most 
likely  raise  their  voices  against  it,  and  again  become  as  strong  adherents 
to  the  principle  of  the  right  of  jurisdiction  as  they  were  but  a  short  time 
ago. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  has  existed  since  1783,  and 
her  aasertion  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction  is  coeval  therewith.  Her  first 
written  enunciation  of  the  principle  is  recorded  in  her  minutes  of  Dec.  6^ 
1786,  in  the  following  language: 

'Resolved,  That  no  Lodge  can  exist  in  this  State  but  under  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Lodge.' 

To  this  resolution  she  hris  consistently  adhered,  and  from  it  she  will 
never  deviate.  This  is  certainly  in  striking  contrast  with  the  kaleidos- 
copic changes  this  principle  has  been  subjected  to  in  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  Germany. 

If  the  Grand  Lodge  League  persist  in  maintaining  the  position  it  h%8 
assumed  in  regard  to  this  question,  it  must  result  in  non-iutercourse  be- 
tween it  and  the  North  American  Grand  Lodges;  and,  painful  ns  that 
step  would  be  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  she  will  nevertheless 
be  forced  to  proclaim  it  We  have  never  interfered  with  the  rights  of 
other  Masonic  Jurisdictions,  and  we  will  not  permit  otliers  to  prescribe 
to  us  laws  and  principles  for  the  government  of  our  domain.'^ 

His  views  in  reference  to  the  Scotland-Quebec  controversy  are  coincident 
with  our  own,  and  are  so  well  expressed  that  we  copy  and  adopt,  what  he 
says  on  that  subject  in  his  review  of 

QUEBBO. 


i( 


It  is  certain  that  Lodges  of  the  Scottish  Register  existed  in  the  Pro- 
Yince  of  Quebec  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that 
name;  that  they  so  existed  with  the  full  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  holding  acknowledged  jurisdiction  over  the  Province  of  Quebec 
until  it  was  yielded  to  the  new  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  these  Lodges,  or 
some  of  them,  r«^fu«ed  to  join  in  the  formation  of  the  Quebec  Grand 
Lodge.  It  is  clear  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  could  not  yield  a 
jurisdiction  it  did  not  possess,  and  while  the  Quebec  body  might  demand 
the  obedience  of  these  Lodges,  it  could  not  in  the  face  of  these  precedents 
enforce  it  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Scotland,  having  recognized  the  ex- 
istence of  an  independent  Grand  Lodge  in  Quebec,  could  neither  in  honor 
nor  equity  violate  that  recognition  by  founding  new  Lodges  in  territory 
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it  had  yielded,  ipso  factot  by  sach  recognition;  for,  having  freely  surren- 
dered the  territory  and  allowed  it  to  be  occapied  by  a  recognized  masonic 
power,  the  ground  could  no  longer  be  claimed  as  vacant,  nor  woald  the 
withdrawal  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  of  its  previous  recognition, 
afifect  the  validity  of  the  Grand  Lod{:;e  of  Quebec,  nor  give  it  (Scotland) 
the  right  to  trespass  on  occupied  territory .  lu  this  respect  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  would  have  been  just  the  same  had  it 
granted  warrants  for  Lodges  to  be  located  in  New  York  or  Pennsylvania, 
and  it  commitii  the  same  offense  against  established  rights  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Hamburgh  has  done  as  against  us.  On  this  ground  the  Amer- 
ican Grand  Lodges  must,  to  be  consistent  with  their  own  records,  make 
common  cause  with  Quebec.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Elgin  Lodge  hav- 
ing existed  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  before  the  establishment  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  that  name,  general  masonic  opinion  outside  of  the 
United  States  is  against  the  right  of  the  Quebec  Grand  Lodge  to  demand 
its  allegiance;  nor  is  that  opinion  without  its  advocates  in  this  country, 
as  in  the  cases  of  New  Mexico  and  Dakota.  While  we  have  been  among 
the  most  persistent  advocates  of  the  American  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge 
sovereignty,  still  we  fail  to  perceive  how  it  can  be  made  of  general  accept- 
ation except  in  the  cases  of  already  established  and  acknowledged  Grand 
Lodges,  where  the  planting  of  a  new  Lodge  by  outside  authority  is  an 
invasion  of  a  previously  established  jurisdiction.  To  go  beyond  this 
would  seem  to  be  the  declaration  of  a  principle  that  can  not  be  enforced 
without  a  general  disruption  of  amicable  relations  between  the  masonic 
powers  of  the  old  world  and  those  of  the  new. 

Our  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  this  difficulty  should  be  settled  by  a 
return  to  the  original  status;  that  is  to  say,  that  Scotland  should  with- 
draw its  charters  granted  since  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec, 
and  that  the  latter  should  allow  Elgin  Lodge  to  continue  until  in  due 
time  it  may  find  its  best  interest  to  lie  in  uniting  with  the  local  aathority. 
We  ^re  satisfied  that  any  other  disposition  of  the  case  will  only  lead  to 
long  and  perhaps  bitter  dissension,  which  will  redound  neither  to  the 
benefit  of  the  parties  nor  to  the  good  name  of  the  Graft,  and  we  therefore 
respectfully  urge  that  this  disposition  be  made." 

We  extract,  also  from  the  New  York  Beport  on  Correspondence,  the 
following  information  respecting  the  condition  of  Masonry  (in  its  Gov- 
ernment at  least)  in  Spain,  viz: 

**  There  exist  in  that  country  now,  three  Grand  Masters,  who  oppose 
each  other.  Brother  Juan  Antonio  Perez  Bici^rdo's  title  to  the  office  of 
Grand  Master  is  reported  to  be  the  best.  The  Grand  Orient  of  France 
has  recognized  the  Marquis  de  Sevane  as  Grand  Master.  The  third  Grand 
Master  is  the  former  Minister  of  State  Dr.  Praxedes  Mateo  Sagasta;  his 
election  was  announced  to  foreign  Grand  Orients  in  a  letter,  dated  April 
6,  1870,  by  Brother  Espartero,  Deputy  of  the  Grand  Master  Eioardo;  the 
latter,  however,  states  in  a  letter,  dated  June  10,  1876,  that  Espartero 
had  resigned  his  position  on  the  J  0th  July,  1875,  and  had  voluntarily 
withdrawn  from  masonry.  Eicardo  further  states,  that  Sagasta's  election 
was  accepted  by  imaginary  representatives  of  Lodges,  and  SiAt  it  was  null 
and  void  under  all  the  circumstances. 

The  following  statement  we  give  as  received—. 
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Grand  Orient  National  d'£spagne,  at  Madrid,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
Lodges;  Gniud  Master,  Marquis  de  Sevane. 

Gran  Logia  de  Espana,  Madrid,  one  hundred  and  two  Lodges;  Grand 
Master,  Dr.  Praxedes  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Gran  Oriente  de  Espanu,  Ma£id;  Grand  Master,  Brother  Juan  Antonio 
Perez." 


GRAND  OFFIGEBS. 


M.  W.  Brother  Charles  Boome Giand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  James  M.  Austin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATiancSk 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 717 

of  which  28  Lodges  work  **in  the  German  tongue,'*  and  6  use  other  For- 
eign tongues  (French,  Spanish  or  Italian). 

NOBTH  CAROLINA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  held  its  92d  Annual  Com- 
munioation  in  the  city  of  Baleigh,  beginning  Tuesday  evening,  Decem- 
ber the  3d,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present  and  presiding,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Horace  H.  Mnnson. 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  only  (of  237  working)  Lodges  represented. 

The  business,  mostly  routine  work,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  until  Friday  morning,  the  final  session,  when  it  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address,  while  not  neglecting  other  important  in- 
terests, gives  decided  and  deserved  prominence  to  an  enterprise  which, 
we  are  pleased  to  know,  is  about  to  reward  the  zeal  and  persistent  efibrts 
of  our  Brethren  of  North  Carolina  with  the  full  fruition  of  their  hopes 
in  its  behalf,  the  success  and  establishmoit  of  their 

OBPHAM  ASYLUM. 

We  quote  a  few  paragraphs  from^the  interesting  report  of  the  committee 

in  charge  of  that  institution,  as  evidences  alike  of  its  prosperity  and  nse- 

ftilness,  viz: 

'*The  statistics,  from  our  last  report  to  the  end  of  November,  are  as 
follows — 

Admitted 55 

Discharged 43 

Adopted 7 

Ban  Away 4 

Number  present 125 
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Receipts $7,781.28 

Gash  reported  last  year 78.37 

$7,859.65 
Disbursements 7,796.06 

Cash  on  hand $      63.59 

The  averege  number  during  the  year,  has  been  about  130. 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  gradually  learning  how  to  accomplish  a  larger 
amount  of  good  with  a  Rmaller  amount  of  money.  It  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that,  during  the  next  year,  125  orphans  can  be  supplied  with 
healthful  food,  comfortable  clothing  and  thorough  instruction,  at  Qn 
avenige  expense  of  $4  a  month  for  each. 

During  the  year,  one  discharged  orphan  has  completed  a  course  of  study 
in  a  prominent  college  and  returned  to  teach  at  the  Orphan  Asylum.  It 
is  expected  that  two  others  will  complete  their  courses  in  similar  instita* 
tions  during  the  next  year. 

HEAIiTH. 

We  have  cause  to  be  profoundly  grateful  to  the  beneficent  Author  of 
Life  for  another  year  of  uninterrupted  health.  We  have  had  neither 
death  nor  serious  sickness.  To  promote  health  we  employ  frequent 
bathing,  scraping,  sweeping  and  scouring;  the  ploughing  under  of  de- 
cayed matter,  and  the  copious  application  of  lime  and  ashes. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  institution  it  has  received  448  orphans,  the 
average  per  annum  being  130.  Of  these  218  have  neither  father  nor 
mother  living.  About  one-third  have  been  the  children  of  Masons.  The 
number  now  in  the  Asylum  is  126.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  as  to  what 
proportion  of  the  orphans  had  received  eligible  situations  upon  leaving 
the  iuRtitution,  the  Superintendent  replied  that  all  had,  and  that  the 
demand  was  far  greater  than  he  could  fill.  Many  of  the  children  are 
adopted  by  persons  who  have  no  children  of  their  own.  Nineteen  have 
been  ndopted  into  respectable  and  desirable  homes.  Three  such  applica- 
tions were  filled  during  our  visit,  and  we  can  testify  to  the  happiness 
seemingly  in  store  for  the  children  who  were  supplied  to  the  appli- 
cants. 

As  is  known,  the  Grand  Lodge  discouraged  the  idea  of  attempting  to 
teach  them  trades  while  at  the  Asylum,  for  the  reason  that  it  had  not 
adequate  means  to  erect  suitable  workshops,  buy  tools,  and  secure  the 
services  ot  competent  workmen;  and  for  the  further  reason  that  the 
tender  age  at  which  the  children  are  received  and  discharged,  viz:  from 
8  to  16  years,  renders  it  impossible  for  them  to  attain  any  degree  of  pro- 
ficiency while  at  the  Asylum.  Still  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of 
the  Superintendent,  upon  securing  homes  for  the  children,  to  prefer  situ- 
ations where  they  can  learn  trades.  Sixteen  have  been  put  to  the  learn- 
ing of  useful  trades  since  the  opening  of  the  institution." 

THB  BEPOBT  ON  OOBBESPONDENCS 

Is  by  Brother  Geo.  W.  Blount,  for  committee. 
He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  some  43  Gnmd 
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Lodges,  inclading  the  report  of  Alabama  for  1877,  bat,  though  referring 
to  them  in  kind  and  fraternal  general  remarks,  he  declines  the  task  of 
Bpeoial  comment  on  each,  saying  in  one  place  : 

The  following  proceedings  have  been  looked  through,  hurriedly,  it  is 
trae,  bat  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasnre  to  myself ;  time  and  pre-occupa- 
tion  preclade  sach  a  review  as  will  furnish  anything  like  a  proper  idea  of 
the  wealth  therein  contained.    A  sparse  meal  must  suffice  for  this  time. 

And  in  another,  that : 

Note  has  been  made  on  the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies 
referred  to,  but  the  labor  w4m  one  so  far  beyond  expectation  that  your 
committee  did  not  begin  in  time  to  have  the  comments  drawn  out  in 
proper  form  for  embodiment  in  this  report,  and  it  is  hoped  with  these 
few  lines  your  committee  will  be  excused  further  labor,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  saved  the  expense  of  printing  eighty  or  one  hundred  pages  addi- 
iionaL 

We  call  you  out  Brother  Blount,  and  insist  upon  a  better  illustration 
of  North  Carolina's  proverbial  hospUalUy^  energy,  and  talent. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

21  W.  Bro.  William  R.  Cox  (elected) , Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Donald  W.  Bain  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 237 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  held  its  13th  annual  commu- 
nication, at  Halifax,  commencing  Wednesday  the  5th  day  of  June,  A. 
D.  1878. 

Present,  M.  W.  John  W.  Laurie,  Grand  Master.  Forty-nine  constitu- 
ent Lodges  represented,  and  many  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Bepre- 
aentatives  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  reports  briefly  his  official  acts,  and  makes 
several  suggestions  of  importance  in  that  jurisdiction.  Among  them  the 
following  complaint  or  hint  is  directed  towards  the 

OBAMD  LODOfe  OF  CANADA  : 

Owing  to  the  retention  of  the  title  **  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,"  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  which  really  has  jurisdiction  only  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tario, much  misapprehension  exists  as  to  our  position  and  standing. 
The  Title  **  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  "  is  readily  per- 
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verted  to  that  of  "Proyincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,"  and  aR  Nova 
Scotia  is  politically  a  part  of  Canada,  so  it  is  at  once  assumed  that  oar 
Grand  Lodge  holdis  andor  the  jurisdiction  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada. 

The  title  '* Canada*'  is  retained,  but  the  territory  thereby  represented 
is  totally  diflFerent  from  that  which  bore  the  name  at  the  time  when  the 
Grand  Lodge  so  designated  was  organized,  and  it  appears  somewhat  un- 
fortunate that  this  was  not  seen  and  a  title  assumed  in  accordance  with 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  jurisdiction.  If  our  sister  Grand  Lodge,  with 
whom  all  our  intercourse  has  been  harmonious,  could  adopt  the  political 
title  of  the  jurisdiction  over  which  she  has  sway,  much  misconception 
and  many  mistakes  would  be  avoided. 

A  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  had  collected,  and  presented  at  this 
communication,  a  large  number  of  interesting  and  valuable  documents 
relating  to  the  early  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Nova  Scotia,  e.  g. : 

The  Committee  have  secured  the  original  Warrant  granted  by  Law- 
lence  Dermott,  bearing  date  June  2d,  5784,  appointing  John  G^rge 
Pyke,  Worshipful  Provincial  Grand  Blaster,  John  Bnelling,  Senior 
Provincial  Grand  Warden,  Daniel  Wood,  Junior  Provincial  Grand 
Warden,  and  they  have  also  collected  the  continuous  line  of  Minutes  of 
Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  thus  formed,  up  to  5866, 
when  the  name  was  changed  to  the  "District  Grand  Lx>dge  of  Nova 
Scotia,"  and  the  committee  are  in  possession  of  the  minutes  of  the  same 
up  to  5869,  when  the  Miisonic  Bodies  under  the  various  authorities  hold- 
ing jurisdiction  in  the  Province  united. 

The  Committee  have  also  the  Grand  Lodge  Registration  Book,  con- 
taining names  of  candidates  raised  between  5784  and  5819,  and  the  Beg- 
ister  (and  copy)  of  Warrants  issued  between  5784  and  5828,  as  well  as  the 
Letter  Books  from  5792  to  5825,  inclusive. 

The  Committee  have  been  kindly  furnished  with  the  Minutes  of  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  from  its  formation 
in  5819,  up  to  58G6,  together  with  the  Warrants  which  were  returned  by 
the  several  Lodges  seceding  at  that  time  and  forming  themselves  into  an 
Independent  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  an  edict  or  resolution  enjoining  Tbxpbb- 
ANCE,  and  also  appointed  a  special  committee  to  '*  report  on  the  best 
means  of  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  resolution  **— i.  e.  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution,  **  to  take  some  decided  step  towards  an  organiza- 
tion, in  connection  with  the  Craft,  pledged  to  total  abstinence  !*'  Will  it 
succeed  ?  and  is  it  not  an  innovation  ? 

The  resolution  denouncing  the  ungodliness  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  is  appropriate  and  positive. 

THE  BKPOBT  ON  OOBBBSPONDKKOE^ 

Made  by  B.  W.  Brother  A.  H.  Crowe,  for  oommittee,  is  an  e^oellent  re- 
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view  of  the  proopedings  of  49  Grand  Lodges,  and  inclades  those  of  Ala- 
bama for  1877,  which  are  suitably  and  fraternally  considered. 

OBAND  OFFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  Wimbnm  Laarie  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Benjamin  Corren  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Nomber  of  Ghartered  Lodges 67 

OfflO. 

The  "  stated  meeting  "  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  its  69th  an- 
nnal  commauication,  was  convened  at  Dayton,  October  (J 0th?)  15th,  A. 
D.  1878,  and  **  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  was  opened  by  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Officers  in  Ample  Form." 

Present,  with  ** elected,"  **  appointed  "  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand 
Kepresentatives,  the  representatives  of  430  constituent  Lodges. 

The  proceedings  inform  us  (and  we  quote  this  announcement  because 
of  its  peculiar  phraseology,)  that  "Brother  W.  M  Cunningham,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  communicated  in  writing,  and  read  the  ("following'*) 
statement  of  his  official  acts  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
information  upon  subjects  of  Masonic  interest" 

The  address  alluded  to  is  a  very  good  one,  thoughtful,  practical,  and 
well  arranged. 

He  is  thankful  tor  manifold  individual  blessings,  "and  for  the  pros- 
perity of  our  ancient  institution  within  this  State,"  and  adds  that : 

Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  to  an  tmusnal  extent  within  the 
lodges  of  this  jurisdiction  during  the  past  year,  and  whilst  there  have 
been  a  few  troubles  within  a  few  of  the  subordinate  lodges,  yet  good 
counsels  have  in  every  instance  prevailed,  and  harmony  has  been  restored 
therein. 

In  accordance  with  our  regulations  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here- 
with the  report  of  my  official  acts  during  the  past  year. 

He  issued  numerous  dispensations  for  "  elections  and  installations  " — 
67  in  all— and  thbee  dispensations  for  new  Lodges.  Made  many  **  offi- 
cial visitations,"  remarking  in  reference  to  them  that : 

The  courteous  conception,  fraternal  greeting,  and  hearty  welcome  ex- 
tended to  me  officially  and  personally,  the  elegant  banquets  of  which  I 
have  partaken,  the  generous  hospitalities  I  have  enjoyed  in  aU  instances, 
and  tne  "cood  work  "  witnessed,  renders  the  especial  mention  of  any, 
an  impossibility  within  the  limits  of  this  report    In  this  conneotioiif 
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however,  I  may  be  permitted  to  mention,  as  a  precedent  worthy  to  be 
followed  iu  any  similar  case,  the  presentation  by  Kilwinning  Lodge  ai 
their  annual  banquet,  of  a  gold  medal  to  Willis  Shnber,  a  young  lad  who, 
at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  had  plunged  into  the  Ohio  River  to  rescue  a 
drowning  woman. 

He  opposes  hurried  legislation,  and  gives  instances  of  the  evils  result- 
ing from  their  recent  requirement,  restricting  the  session  of  the  Grand 
Lmlge  to  '*  two  days,"  his  closing  remarks  on  that  subject  we  quote  an- 
nexed : 

Many  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  each  year  are  "new  mem- 
bers," and  as  the  social  relations  of  Free  Masonry  are  second  only  in  im- 
portance to  its  moral  teachings,  a  three  day  session  is  at  least  a  short 
enough  period  in  which  they  can  become  acquainted  with  their  fellow- 
members  and  the  routine  work  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

If  the  committees  of  this  Grand  Lodge  were  appointed  for  the  succeed- 
ing instead  of  the  current  year,  and  together  with  the  Grand  officers  were 
required  to  meet  and  consider  routine  work  one  day  in  advance  of  the 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  two  day  session  mifjfd  suffice.  But  our 
membeors  and  our  lodges  should  know  more  of  each  other,  fraternal  and 
official  visitations  should  be  more  frequent.  I  have  found  lodges 
'•among  the  hills"  in  sparsely  settled  districts,  or  at  *•  cross  roads,"  to 
be  as  thoroughly  "  up  in  the  work,''  and  in  the  general  business  of  the 
craft  as  perhaps  the  more  wealthy  or  larger  bodies  in  cities,  or  more 
favorable  localities.  It  is  not  the  location  that  makes  men  good  Masons, 
or  that  in  all  cases,  makes  a  prosperous  lodge ;  but  it  is  in  the  selection 
of  the  material  of  which  Masons  are  made  and  in  the  selection  of  ener- 
getic intelligent  officers. 

The  contributions  to  the  yellow  fever  relief  fand  were  very  liberal,  ag- 
gregating the  sum  of  $6,586  66. 

We  do  not  understand  the  following  remarks  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
ter, (quoted  from  his  annual  address)  as  the  proceedings  of  1877  did  not 
rejich  us.  But  presume  they  refer  to  some  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary 
Caldwell's  rhetorical  flourishes,  added  to  the  record  of  his  defeat  to  break 
the  fall  of  the  *'  new  day  new  duty  "  achilles.  Respecting  the  interpola- 
tions complained  of,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Complaint  has  been  made  by  brethren  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
concemiug  the  compilation  of  the  Printed  Proceedings  of  this  Grand 

Body  for  1877. 

As.  upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  that  the  so-^xiUed  Printed  Pro- 
ceedings of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  mentioned,  contains  so  much 
matter  therein  entirely  foreign  to  the  frequently  expressed  views  of  this 
Graud  Body,  that  the  title  "  Proceedings  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honor- 
able Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,"  is  an 
evident  misnomer.  In  this  connection  nlso,  the  injection  of  personal 
opinions  in  the  *' head  lines"  of  the  daily  transactions  of  this  Grand 
Body,  whilst  it  was  in  session,  as  on  pages  38  and  39,  the  insertion  of  the 
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individoal  opinions  of  the  compiler  in  vindication  of  his  personal  views 
Qpon  questions  heretofore  settled  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  compila- 
tion oi  matter  contrary  to  its  previously  expressed  views  concerning 
bodies  with  which  this  Qrand  Body  is  not  in  communication,  is  a  breach 
of  Masonic  etiquette  that  should  not  be  permitted  to  pass  ui^ioticed  at 
my  hands. 

The  proceedings  before  us  do  not  contain  the 

SEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDEMCE, 

Promised  in  the  following  "minute,"  viz  : 

Brother  Caldwell,  from  Committee  on  Foreign  Communications,  asked 
further  time  to  complete  his  report,  in  consequence  of  close  engagement 
during  the  last  month,  in  receiving  returns  and  dues  ;  also  in  collecting 
and  forwarding  contributions  of  the  craft  in  Ohio  to  sufferers  from  the 
yellow  fever  in  the  South,  and  that  the  same  be  submitted  to  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  for  its  publication  with  the  printed  proceedings. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Possibly  it  was  issued  as  a  supplement  to  the  volume  of  proceedings 
and  was  not  generally  distributed. 

OBAKD  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  M.  Cunningham  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  D.  Caldwell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretaiy. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 472 

OREGON. 

The  28th  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  was 
convened  in  the  city  of  Portland,  on  Monday  the  10th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1878. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Bobert  Clow.  Fifty-seven  chartered 
(and  1  U.  D. )  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  appropriate  annual  address,  alludes  to  the 
condition  of  the  Craft  as  generally  prosperous,  but  warns  against  ap- 
proaching financial  troubles  as  follows  : 

FIMAMCES. 

The  revenues  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  current  year  amount  in  the 
fkggregate  to  the  sum  of  $4,257  30,  and  the  disbursements  for  all  purposes 
foot  up  a  total  of  $5,626  60.     From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expensed 
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are  $1,369  30  in  excess  of  oar  income.  Taking  the  receipts  and  disbaise- 
ments  of  the  present  year  as  a  basis  npon  which  to  estimate  onr  fatnre 
revenues  and  expenditures,  it  is  very  evident  that  unless  our  expenses  are 
largely  curtailed,  or  our  annual  dues  increased,  it  is  only  a  question  of  ft 
few  years  when  the  reserve  fund  now  on  hand  will  be  completely  ex- 
hausted. 

He  protests  against  the  recent  constitutional  amendments  adopted  by 
the  Gband  Obient  of  France  as  unmasonio  and  revolutionary. 

He  refers  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  action,  the  remonstrance  cf  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  *'New  South  Wales." 
(No  action  was  taken  thereon  by  the  G.  L.) 

The  business  of  this  communication  was  transacted  with  commendable 
thoroughness  and  dispatch,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  after  listening  to  an 
able  and  appropriate  obation  delivered  by  Brother  H.  H.  Gilfry,  Grand 
Orator,  closed  its  labors  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  its  session. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  OOBBESPONDENCB, 

Made  by  Brother  S.  F.  Ghadwick,  is  very  good,  but  short  It  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  23  Grand  Lodges — Alabama  report  for  1877  being  in- 
cluded. 

Other  reports  named  by  him,  numbering  16  in  all,  were  received  too 
late  for  review,  and  he  promises  to  include  them  in  his  next  year's  work. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Robert  Clow  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Booky  P.  Earhart  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Ohartered  Lodges 61 

Number  of  U.  D.  Lodges. 1 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  held  its  regular  quarterly 
Communications  for  1878,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  6th  of  March,  the  5th 
of  June,  4th  of  September  and  4th  of  December,  consecutively,  at  each 
of  which  Communications  (for  reasons  hereinafter  stated)  the  B.  W.  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master,  Brother  Michael  Nisbet,  presided  in  the  absence  of 
the  Grand  Master. 

The  annual  Grand  Communication  was  held  at  Philadelphia,  Decem- 
ber 27th,  A.D.  1878. 
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We  are  compelled  by  circnmstances  beyond  our  control,  (health  and 
space  alike  conspiring  against  08,)  anwillingly  to  limit  our  review  of  the 
interesting  proceedings  before  us  to  a  few  extracts  from  the  (acting)  Grand 
Master's  address,  and  the  Report  on  Correspondence. 

We  extract  from  the  address  the  following  interesting  items.  Ailnding 
to  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master,  K.  W.  Brother  Nisbet  says: 

'*  He  who  of  right  shoold  have  presided  over  yon  and  addressed  yoa 
to-day  is  not  here. 

When,  just  one  year  ago,  Brother  Jamea  M.  Porter  was  duly  installed 
Bight  Worshipful  Gmnd  Master,  his  cup  of  ambition  was  full.  With  a 
feeling  of  justifiable  pride  in  the  fruition  of  his  hopes  in  attaining  the 
Oriental  Chair,  he  delivered  his  salutatory  address,  marked  by  its  elo- 
quence and  replete  with  Masonic  wisdom,  in  which  he  expressed  the 
manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction  would  be 
administered  during  his  term  of  office.  But  man  proposes  and  God  dis- 
poses, and  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  like  Dead  Sea  fruit,  turned  to 
ashes  on  his  lips;  for  when  Brother  Porter,  after  the  Grand  Lodge  closed, 
left  this  room,  he  left  it  never  to  return  to  it  as  the  Grand  Master,  as  in 
a  short  time  thereafter  he  was  stricken  with  a  maladj  that  incapacitated 
him  from  periorming  the  duties  of  his  station— a  malady  from  which  he 
has  not  yet  recovered — and  which  has  caused  him  to  decline  the  re-eleo- 
tion  which,  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  would  have  been  unan- 
imously conferred  upon  him.'* 

They  dispense  charity  in  that  jurisdiction  on  the  principle  prevailing 
in  Alabama,  (though  we  fail  utterly  to  assimilate  to  them  in  the  extent  ot 
their  benefactions). 

On  this  subject  the  acting  Grand  Master  speaks  as  follows : 

**  Our  system  of  charity  dififors  considerably  from  w^hat  is  considered 
Masonic  charity  in  some  of  the  jurisdictions,  where  they  give  a  sum  of 
money  to  a  needy  brother,  and  then  notify  his  Lodge  of  the  amount  given 
with  a  direct  request  for  its  return,  or  else  so  strong  a  hint  that  its  return 
would  aiford  satisfaction  to  the  grantor,  that  it  amounts  to  the  same 
thing. 

This  appears  more  like  making  a  loan  than  j)esto wing  charity,  for  if 
the  Lodge  to  which  the  needy  Brother  belongs  returns  the  amount  given 
him.  it  becomes  the  giver  and  not  the  body  that  temporarily  granted  the 
assistance. 

With  us  the  applicant  has  but  to  prove  his  or  her  right  to  apply,  and 
that  they  are  in  need,  and  assistance  is  granted  them  unconditionally. 
Large  sums  of  money  are  disbursed  every  yetir  by  the  subordinate  Lodges 
to  needy  applicants  in  addition  to  what  is  given  by  the  two  Grand  Lodge 
Funds,  and  in  no  instance  is  it  ever  expected  to  be  returned  from  any 
source  w^hatsoever. 

He  likes  neither  electioneering  for  office  (Masonic)  nor  the  practice  of 
testing  fitness  by  local  considerations: 

**  Preceding  Grand  Masters  have  lightly  touched  upon  a  growing  evil, 
which,  if  persisted  in,  is  calculated  to  sow  dissension.     I  allude  to  the 
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means  resorted  to  by  caudidates  for  office  in  soliciting  the  support  of 
tbeir  Brethren,  and  the  argameuts  made  use  of  by  their  supporters  to  gain 
them  votes.  Real  worth  and  fitness  for  a  station  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
never  pauses  unnoticed  among  as  intelligent  a  body  of  men  as  compose 
it,  and  modest  merit  is  sure  to  reap  its  reward.  The  personal  appeal  of 
an  aspirant  for  office,  extolling  his  particular  fitness  for  the  station  to 
which  he  aspires,  indicates  an  over,  estimate  of  himself  in  his  own  mind 
and  implies  an  obtuseness  an  the  part  of  his  Brethren  not  particularly 
complimentary  to  them.  But  a  greater  evil  is  the  attempt  to  establish 
sectional  lines,  and  to  urge  the  claim  of  a  candidate  because  he  resides 
in  a  certain  locality." 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  satisfactory  and  sound. 

T^  BEPOBT  ON   OOBBESPONDElfGB, 

Was  made  by  Bvother  Richard  Yaux,  chairman,  and  is,  as  usual  with  his 
yearly  efforts  in  that  direction,  exceedingly  interesting  and  noteworthy. 

His  review  embraces  the  proceedings  of  45  Grand  Lodges,  in  which 
Alabama  Report  of  1877  has  due  and  acceptable  consideration. 

Par  parenthesis  we  ventured  an  alltision,  in  1877,  to  the  propriety  of 
using  the  title  of  R.  W.  as  applied  to  the  Gband  Masteb;  to  which 
Brother  Vaux  responds  as  follows: 

"Yes,  we  do  say  Right  Worshipful,  for  our  Grand  Master;  and  right 
or  wrong,  we  say  another  thing,  that  the  Report  of  Brother  Beers  places 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  Masonic  writers.  We  enjoyed  reading  his  reflec- 
tions *  in  conclusion '  of  his  report 

We  extract  a  portion  of  Brother  Vaux's  salutatory  to  the  Graft: 

*'  Before  specially  noticing  each  of  our  sister  Grond  Lodges,  we  deem 
it  eminently  proper,  as  it  is  a  most  agreeable  duty,  to  salute  them  in  the 
bonds  of  fraternal  unity  and  sincere  Masonic  esteem.  The  ties  that  bind 
us  together  are  hallowed  by  our  common  faith  in  the  wisdom  and  mercy 
of  the  Great  Architect  of  Heaven  and  Earth;  a  devotion  to  virtue  which 
elevates  the  souls  of  those  who  possess  it,  to  a  condition  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,  and  an  obedience  to  the  usages,  customs  and  landmarks 
of  our  Fraternity,  which  permits  neither  evasion,  equivocation,  nor  any 
mental  reservation,  to  justify  the  least  avoidance  of  iuexorable  man- 
dates. 

The  ties  that  bind  the  Craft  in  all  jurisdictions  into  a  Fraternity  are 
the  outcome  of  the  moral  nature  of  man.  They  are  not  formal  regula- 
tions; not  legislative  enactments.  They  were  put  into  the  heart  of  man 
by  his  Creator.  They  are  as  old  as  humanity.  Whatever  other  human 
institutions  may  cultivate  these  moral  elements,  our  Fraternity  makes 
them  the  primary  formation  of  Masonic  character.  It  builds  the  Masonic 
character  on  virtue,  and  ornaments  the  creation  it  forms,  with  the  highest 
degree  attainable  in  its  development  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  The 
man  who  is  thus  made  a  Freemason  finds  his  imperative  duty  to  be  obedi- 
ence to  these  principles,  and  the  constant  monitions  to  cultivate  tbeir 
growth,  and  secure  their  influences  in  this  life.    He  is  actuated  in  the 
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performance  of  these  dnties  by  the  hope  of  gnining  the  revealed  reward 
which  is  promised,  and  endorsed  by  faith,  that  his  eternal  life  will  be  the 
more  glorious  and  sablime.  The  Freemason  is  ever  at  work  on  the  stmo- 
tare  of  his  immortal  state,  by  practicing  that  virtue,  which  contains  in  it 
among  others  those  three  attributes  of  which  8t.  Paul  spoke,  **  and  now 
abideth  faith,  hope,  charity,  these  three ;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is 
charity."  It  is  well  understood  by  the  Craft  that  the  charity  elevated  to 
so  high  a  position  among  the  Masonic  virtues,  is  not  the  charity  of  alms- 
giving, but  that  of  love,  kindness,  affection  which  makes  a  brother  of  a 
man,  only  after  he  has  been  made  a  Freemason. 

The  existence  of  these  ties,  their  perpetuity,  their  unchanging  and  invi- 
olable character,  obedience  to  their  inherent  influoncee,  have  compacted 
the  Craft  into  a  solid  moral  Temple  that  for  ages  has  defied  the  wasting 
power  of  time;  for  while  time  may  wreck  matter  and  wear  out  nations, 
it  fails  to  touch  with  its  destructive  blade  these  moral  virtues  of  the  Craft. 
Therefore  has  Freemasonry  come  down  to  us  out  of  the  past  unchanged; 
and  therefore  it  is  that  we  will  hand  it  to  those  who  come  after  us,  bright 
as  the  sun,  undimmed  by  spots  or  defects,  fair  as  the  moon,  unclouded 
by  innovations  or  uneclipsed  by  change. 

It  is  in  the  unity  of  the  Craft,  that  these  ties  grow  and  get  the  power  to 
resist  encroachments  or  assaults.  It  is  in  the  unity  of  the  Craft  that  new 
duties  are  unable  to  make  new  departures  from  the  foundation  on  which 
its  virtues  rest,  as  they  have  ever  rested,  since  the  beginning.  It  is  in 
this  unity  that  strength  comes  to  repel  all  clandestine  efforts  to  enter  the 
portals  shut  against  novelties  and  innovations,  and  imperfect  or  counter- 
feit virtues. 

Let  us,  then,  strive  with  a  zeal  moderated  only  by  wisdom  to  keep  per- 
fect, indissoluble,  and  make  perpetual  these  great  Masonic  ties  that  unify 
the  Ciattsmen  into  a  Brotherhood  that  adores  God,  loves  the  Brethren, 
abides  in  faith,  cherishes  hope,  and  fulfills  the  mandates  of  sublime 
Masonic  charity." 

OBAND  OFFICEBS  : 

M.  W.  Brother  Michael  Nisbet  (late  Deputy  and  acting).  .Grand  Master. 
R  W.  Brother  John  Thomson  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 374(?) 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

We  have  received  a  report  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince 
Edwabd  IbiiAND,  giving  the  proceedings  of  its  third  annual  communica- 
tion, convened  in  the  city  of  Charlottetown,  February  20th,  A.  D.  1878, 
and  containing  also  the  proceedings  of  three  quarterly  communications 
of  that  Grand  Lodge,  held  respectively  at  Tryon,  Wednesday,  the  I6th 
of  May,  1877,  at  Souris,   Wednesday,  the  loth  of  August,   1877,   and  at 
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Alberton,  Wednesday,  the  2l8t  of  November,  1877.  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
ter Yeo  presided  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  bnt  was  necessarily  absent 
from  the  territory  during  the  annual  communication,  on  which  occasion 
R.  W.  Jno.  W.  Morrison,  Deputy  G.  M.  officiated  as  G.  M. 

The  annual  address  of  G.  Master  Yeo  waM,  however,  read  and  is  re- 
corded in  these  minutes.  He  reports  the  craft  in  good  condition,  im- 
proving in  knowledge  of  the  ritwU  and  increasing  in  numbers — two 
lodges  having  been  added  to  their  roll  during  the  year. 

GBAliD   OFTICERS: 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Yeo  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  B.  Wilson  Higgs  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 11 

QUEBEC. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  convened  its  ninth  annual  com- 
munication in  the  city  of  Montreal,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1878.      * 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  M.  M.  Tait.  and  the  representatives  of 
55  constituent  lodges. 

The  proceedings  before  us  are  of  great  interest,  but  were  essentially 
reviewed  in  our  report  ol  1878,  although  we  then  had  only  the  Grand 
Master's  annual  address,  a  very  able  and  comprehensive  one>  discussing, 
exhaustively,  the  topic  of  paramount  interest  in  !hat  jurisdiction,  then 
and  now,  viz  :  the  controversy  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland.  We 
do  not  care  to  repeat  that  review,  and  will  content  ourselves  in  this  re- 
port with  brief  extracts  from  the  Grand  Master's  address,  giving  some 
points,  in  the  discusBiou  alluded  to,  which  we  have  not  heretofore  repro- 
duced, as  well  as  a  few  comments  thereon. 

The  demand  made  by  Quebec  (after,  apparently,  accepting  qualified 
recognition  from  her)  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  was  for  in- 
stant and  full  acknowledgment  of  her  supreme  authority  over  all  lodges 
within  her  jurisdiction,  and  is  sufficiently  explained  in  the  following  res- 
olutions passed  by  Quebec  in  1H77,  viz  : 

**  Besolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  recognition  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  through  the  establishment  of  fraternal  relations  in  the  inter- 
change of  Grand  Representatives,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  ;  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  still  exists  in  this  jurisdiction,  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge  working  under  Charter  from  that  Grand  Body,  as  well  as  three 
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Babordinate  Lodges  working  under  Charters  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  ;  therefore,  it  is  expedient,  that  a  definite  period  be  now  fixed 
when  those  sevenl  lodges  shall  return  to  their  respective  Grand  Lodges 
their  Charters,  and  receive  from  this  Grand  Lodge  a  Daplicate  thereof, 
BO  that  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  may  be  preserved 
intact  in  accordnnce  with  the  well  understood  regulations  defining  the 
Territorial  Jurisdiction  of  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent 

**  And,  inasmuch  as  the  interests  ot  the  craft  in  this  Jurisdiction  re- 
quire that  no  unnecessary  delay  shall  ensue  in  carrying  out  this  resolu- 
tion, the  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master  is  hereby  instructed  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  communicated  forthwith  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England  and  2Scotlaud  respectively,  with  a  respectful  notification  that 
their  several  subordinate  Lodgas  shall  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  January 
next  comply  with  the  terms  thereof." 

Grand  Master  Tait  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  designed  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  these  resolutions,  re- 
sulting in  the  refusal  of  that  Grand  Lodge  to  comply  therewith,  and  her 
Bubsequent  inexcusable  retaliatory  acts  of  chartering  new  Lodges  within 
the  Territory  of  Quebec.  We  give  a  portion  of  the  response  of  the  G. 
L.  of  Scotland  to  Grand  Master  Tait's  demand,  in  which  she  alleges  that — 

The  Grand  Lodge  in  agreeing  in  February,  1877,  to  acknowledge  Que- 
bec as  a  Grand  Lodge  expressly  reserved  its  jurisdiction  over  its  Lodge 
the  'Elgin  '  at  Montreal,  m  the  event  of  that  L^dge  desiring  to  continue 
its  connection  with  Scotland.  This  qualified  resolution  the  body  at  Que- 
bec has  refused  to  accept ;  and  it  has  imperatively  demanded  that  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland  and  England  shall  within  a  given  period  re- 
call the  Charters  of  their  respective  Lodges  in  the  Colony,  and  that  these 
Lodges  shall  thereupon  apply  for  new  Charters  from  it. 

Tne  Grand  Lodge  ot  Scotland  when  it  passed  the  resolution  in  ques- 
tion, was  not  informed  of  the  claim  advanced  by  Quebec  to  absolute  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  within  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada.  In  its  ap- 
plication of  January  6,  1877,  for  recognition,  it  simply  'sincerely  desired 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  and  to  be  in  fraternal  inter- 
course with  it.  Grand  Lodge  in  disposing  of  the  application  was  thus 
not  aware  of  Quebec's  pretentions,  and  that  its  demand  was  not  only'  for 
recognition  but  also  for  renunciation  by  Grand  Lodge  of  its  hitherto  un- 
disputed jurisdiction  over  its  own  daughter  Lodge  at  Montreal,  and  that 
too  against  the  wish  of  that  Lodge,  which  was  in  existence  long  before 
the  formation  even  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  itself. 

Had  the  body  at  Quebec  frankly  stated  its  demands  in  its  application, 
the  present  difficulty  would  not  have  occurred,  for  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  have  refused  its  recognition  on  such  conditions.  It  had  from  the 
first  been  of  opinion  that  a  Grand  Lodge  at  Quebec  was  unnecessary,  and 
it  was  only  induced  to  accord  its  qualified  recognition  on  the  representa- 
tion that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Canada  and  England  had  given  theirs. 
Bat  it  now  appears  that  the  latter  Grand  body  had  also  qualified  its  rec- 
ognition m  terms  similar  to  those  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  Quebec  body, 
with  characteristic  modesty,  had  refused  its  acceptance. 

In  such  circumstances  the  resolution  to  recognize  Quebec  to  any  ez- 
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tent  has  fallen,  and  that  by  its  own  act.  It  has  thus  no  cause  of  jost 
complaint,  for  Scotland  is  under  no  obligation  to  recognize  it,  and  Ucot- 
land  in  declining  to  do  so  has  exercised  its  nndoabted  right  The  terms 
on  which  it  offered  recognition  are  those  that  have  in  every  other  similar 
case  been  exacted  and  readily  agreed  to.  They  are  only  insisted  on  in 
places  where  daughter  lodges  desire  to  retain  their  connection  with  their 
mother  Grand  Lodge,  and  when,  through  time,  that  desire  dies  out,  Soot- 
land  readily  renounces  her  jurisdiction  in  such  localities. 

The  Committee  desires  to  remind  Grand  Lodge  that  in  recognizing  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  similar  conditions  were  agreed  to  by  that  Grand 
Body,  and  that  the  closest  alliance  and  harmonious  intercourse  has 
throughout  existed  between  the  two  Grand  Lodges. 

We  are  not  told  on  what  ground  Quebec  pretends  to  have  a  more  ex- 
tended title  than  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  It  seceded  from 
that  Grand  Lodge,  and  by  importunity  succeeded  in  getting  it  to  relin- 
quish in  its  favor  its  jurisdiction  over  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada. 
But  the  relinquishment  of  that  jurisdiction  did  not  and  could  not  convey 
the  jurisdiction  of  other  Grand  bodies  which  it  did  not  po88e8&  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  conferred  no  right  other  than  its  own  ;  and  if 
the  right  to  govern  the  English  and  the  Scotch  Lodges  belonged  to  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  those  countries  it  still  remains  with  them. 

It  was  natural  for  Qaebec  to  desire  supreme  control  in  her  prescribed 
territory,  and  there  is  nothing  in  her  demand  at  all  inconsistent  with  our 
American  Grand  Lodge  usages  and  polity  ;  but  was  she  in  circumstances 
at  the  time  this  controversy  was  inaugurated,  demanding  the  assertion  of 
those  principles,  as  against  the  known  rules  and  prejudices  of  those  old 
organizations  (of  England  and  Scotland,  owning  allegiance  to  the  same 
political  government  as  herself)  which  had  in  the  past,  to  a  large  extent 
at  least  originated  and  governed  the  Lodges  now  constituting  the  Mason- 
ic jurisdiction  of  Quebec? 

If  the  American  doctrine,  of  Supreme  Grand  Lodge  control  within  a 
given  territory,  applies  with  equal  force  in  the  British  Provinces,  as  in 
the  States  of  the  American  Union,  why  has  Canada  so  long  accepted  the, 
in  that  ctise  or  supposition,  unauthorized  and  aggressive  interference  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  with  Lodges  within  her  jurisdiction? 

Is  Canada  so  neglectful  of  her  rights  and  honor  as  to  submit  tamely  to 
such  usurpation,  or  is  there  not  rather,  in  that  country,  some  acknowl- 
edged principle  of  Masonic  equity  forbidding  the  forced  severance  of  the 
ties  which  bind  the  old  Lodges  of  the  Dominion,  to  the  mother  Grand 
Lodges,  some  right  of  Lodge  choice  as  to  allegiance  ?  At  all  events  if 
Canada  can  afford  to  forego  the  assertion  of  her  extreme  rights  coold  not 
Quebec  also  **  bide  her  time,"  and  patiently  await  the  acceptance  by  her 
recusant  Lodges  of  her  preferable  home  government  ?  We  fear  Quebec 
has  weakened  rather  than  strengtiiened  her  power  at  home  by  an  impolitio 
16 
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and  premature  conflict  with  her  English  and  Scotch  opponents.  Bights 
are  sometimes  better  conserved  by  Pbcdence  than  by  yAi/)B.  While 
we  cannot  fally  approve  the  course  of  Qaebec,  we  need  hardly  say  that 
the  harsh  retaliation  of  Scotland  provokes  onr  nnqoalified  censora 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  COBBKBPONDENCB, 

By  Brother  W.  Simpson  Walker,  is  a  noteworthy  and -very  acceptable,  as 
well  as  enjoyable  feature  of  these  proceedings. 

He  reviews  with  credit  to  himself  and  justice  to  the  subjects  of  his 
criticisms  the  proceedings  of  32  Grand  Bodies. 

We  have  to  thank  him  for  a  very  full  and  impartial  review  of  the  Ala- 
bama report  of  1877,  and  hope  to  greet  his  pleasant  brain  and  pen-work 
again  when  conditions  are  more  favorable,  as  far  as  the  writer's  health  if 
concerned,  to  their  enjoyment 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Melbourne  M.  Tait  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  John  H.  Isaacson  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 62 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Car- 
olina— the  102d  as  claimed  in  this  record— was  held  in  the  city  of  Charles- 
ion,  commencing  Tuesday,  December  the  10th,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  B.  W.  Ball,  and  the  representatives  of 
156  constituent  Lodgeus. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  short,  but  sufficiently  explicit  and  com- 
prehensive. 

He  refers  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  a  subject  of 
special  interest  Urges  prompt  steps  looking  to  the  reduction  of  the 
debt  by  means  of  increased  Lodge  contributions,  etc.  Is  satisfied  that 
their  obligations  will  be  met  in  due  time  and  fully  discharged,  and  cau- 
tions the  Lodges  against  debt  as  follows  : 

It  may  be  true  that  there  iR  no  urgency  on  the  part  of  our  creditors — no 
preening  demand  ;  yet  the  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  an  exam- 
ple to  the  Subordinate  Lodge  ;  and  it  has  been  seen  that  wherever  the 
Subordinate  Lodge  becomes  involved,  the  tendency  of  that  Lodge  is  to 
disintegration  and  decay. 
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The  caatiozif  we  think,  is  equally  applicable  to  Grand  Lodges. 
We  quote  from  this  address  the  appropriate  remarks  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, mnde  under  the  head  of 

MASONIC  GHABirr  : 

The  mission  of  the  Mason  is  to  be  derived  from  a  close  attention  to  the 
immemorial  teachings  of  the  Lodge  Room.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  not  a 
Body  organized  to  dispense  charity  ;  neither  is  the  Subordinate  Lodge. 
It  ia  the  office  of  the  latter  to  create  the  Mason,  and  the  Mason  has  de- 
volved upon  him,  his  duties  and  the  character  of  his  mission ,  in  the 
Lodge  Room.  The  Mason  himself  assumes  with  that  high  title  and  name 
the  office  of  dispensing  to  all  mankind  and  more  especially  his  Brother, 
Masonic  charity  in  its  largest  sense, — the  broadest  humanity,  and  a  lib- 
eral regard  for  the  frailties  of  his  fellow  man.  Without  brotherly  love, 
as  the  chief  corner-stone  upon  which  the  structure  of  Masonry  is  erected, 
the  fabric  must  fall  to  the  ground  and  the  Institution  becomes  a  ruin. 
Tradition  teaches  and  the  archives  of  some  of  our  oldest  Lodges  furnish 
evidence  of  the  social  features  of  the  Lodge  having  at  no  distant  day 
strongly  characterized  the  gathering  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us, 
and  who  met  upon  the  highest  hilLs  and  lowest  vales.  Brotherly  love 
and  affection  can  surely  be  stimulated  and  encouraged  by  a  greater  re- 
gard to  the  social  duties  within  the  Lodge,  without  danger  from  excess- 
ive conviviality.  If  Masonry  is  only  to  be  a  formal  and  technical  tie — if 
it  fails  to  make  make  man  dearer  and  draw  him  closer  unto  his  fellow 
and  brother,  it  dwarfs  into  a  mere  sham  and  name.  Since  then,  the 
Lodge  makes  the  Mason,  if  he  fails  to  go  forth  from  its  sacred  precincts 
to  practice  the  precepts  he  must  there  receive,  the  halls  of  the  Lodge 
Room  must  necessarily  become  dead  and  lifeless  walls  ;  if  the  social 
features  and  social  virtues  are  therBin  cultivated  and  made  brighter  and 
to  glow,  the  Lodge  will  have  fulfilled  its  mission — and  its  creature,  man, 
become  that  smooth  and  perfect  ashlar  his  Creator  intended  him. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  confined  mostly  to  roatine  bosiness, 
was  accomplished  in  two  days  of  diligent  labor. 

We  referred  in  our  last  report  to  the  South  Carolina  controversy,  or 
rather  the  conflicting  opinions  of  her  learned  Masonic  authorities,  in 
reference  to  the  true  date  of  the  organization  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge 
of  South  Carolina,  (1777  or  1783)  and  gave  some  of  the  reasons  adduced 
by  then  Grand  Master  DeSauJssure  in  favor  of  1777  as  the  date  of  organ- 
ization in  answer  to  those  of  P.  G.  Master  Blake,  suggesting  1783  as  the 
year  of  its  real  establishment. 

In  view  of  this  contrariety  of  opinion,  P.  G.  M.  DeSaossare,  by  re* 
quest>  prepared  and  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  a  very  able  ad- 
dress —learned,  exhaustive,  and  conclusive — on  this  subject  which  elici- 
ted and  deserved  the  following  complimentary  acknowledgment  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  : 
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Besolvedf  That  the  grateful  thanks  of  this  M.  W.  Gmnd  Lodge  A.  F.  M. 
of  Sooth  CaroliDa  are  most  justly  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  \L  W. 
Past  Grand  Master  Wilmot  G.  DeSaossnre  for  his  address  delivered  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge  last  evening.  The  elaborate  and  painstaking  re- 
search of  Brother  De.Saassure,  there  exhibited,  call  for  our  warmest  ad- 
miration, and  the  address  will  form  a  most  prominent  and  invaluable 
addition,  not  only  to  the  history  of  Masonry  in  South  Carolina,  but  to 
that  of  Freemasonry  throughout  the  whole  country,  giving  as  it  does  facts 
and  information  never  before  compiled  or  collected  together.  We  can- 
not in  too  strong  terms  express  our  acknowledgments  and  obligations  to 
Brother  DeSanssure  for  his  masterly  effort 

We  can  only  give  our  readers  (we  would  that  they  could  all  read  and 
enjoy  the  whole  address)  his  summary  of  positions  illustrated  and  estab- 
lished by  the  arguments  and  facts  adduced  by  him,  viz  : 

As  a  conclusion  of  this  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  Ancient  Freema- 
sonry in  South  Carolina,  I  desire  to  summarize  it  as  follows  : 

The  first  Lodge  constituted  in  South  Carolina  was  Solomon's  Lodge, 
No.  I,  on  28th  October,  1736. 

A  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  was  constituted  some  time  between  that  date 
and  20th  August,  1737. 

Such  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  is  traceable  in  the  Gazettes  until  1743, 
when,  probably  for  the  resisons  assigned  by  Brother  Mackey,  it  disap- 
pears until  1754.  When  it  reappears  in  that  year,  it  does  so  with  some 
of  the  same  officers  as  were  found  in  it  in  1743.  It  is  then,  with  occa- 
sional hiati,  traced  until  1774. 

In  1776  it  is  found,  summoned  by  *•  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  and 
desiring  the  attendance  of  all  Brethren  throughout  this  tState. 

In  1777  it  installed  Barnard  Elliott  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  this 
State.  In  October,  1778,  his  funeral  is  attended  by  the  Society  of  Free- 
masons, of  which  he  ^as  Grand  Master. 

A  silence  then  occurs  until  December,  1781,  when  it  is  again  sum- 
moned as  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  (South  Carolina  then  being  over- 
run by  the  British  troops),  and  John  Deas  is  elected  as  Provincial  Grand 
Master. 

In  1783  the  same  body  reappears  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  and 
John  Deas  is  elected  the  Grand  Master. 

From  1783  to  1817  it  continues  to  be  found,  although  from  1787  to  1817 
thereis  also  a  rival  Grand  Lodge. 

In  1817  there  is  an  union  of  these  rival  Grand  Lodges,  on  the  same 
principles  which  governed  in  Massachusetts  in  i79'J,  and  in  England  in 
1813. 

From  1817  to  this  date,  it  has  continued  with  its  united  rival,  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Freemasons  of  South  Carolina. 

This  appears  to  be  such  a  connection  and  continuance  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  constituted  in  1737,  as  to  entitle  it  to  claim  1737  as  the  date  of  the 
organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina. 

It  was  the  legitimate  successor  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  and  be- 
came independent  in  December,  1776,  according  to  the  principles  lai^ 
down  by  eminent  Masonic  authorities. 
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I  therefore  respectfally  clnim  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
Masons  of  Sonth  Carolina,  is  in  continnous  snccession,  the  second  in 
rank  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts  alone  outranking  it 

And  I  further  claim  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  was  the 
first  independent  Grand  Lodge  on  the  continent  of  North  America. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  COSRE8PONDEKCB, 

By  Brother  Charles  Inglesby,  Grand  Secretary,  is  unexceptionable  in 
method,  matter,  and  expression.  We  always  greet  his  reports  with 
pleasure  and  read  them  with  profit,  and  ever  as  we  finish  their  perusal 
we  wonder  how  he  can  say  so  much  in  such  short  reports.  He  must 
have  a  peculiar  knack  at  it.  In  this  report,  covering  only  75  pages,  he 
has  managed  to  present  a  very  general  review  of  most  of  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  as  well  as  those  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and 
finds  space  also  for  the  discussion  of  topics  of  special  moment  in  his 
jurisdiction,  not  neglecting  others  of  general  interest. 

His  review  of  Alabama — proceedings  of  1877 — is  brief  but  acceptably 
courteous  and  considerate. 

In  his  remarks  on  the  attitude  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  towards 
Quebec,  we  find  opinions  somewhat  corroborative  of  our  views  on  that 
controversy,  tho'  we  had  supposed,  heretofore,  that  there  was  no  doabt 
that  Scotland  in  recognizing  Quebec  reserved  control  of  Elgin  Lodge,  as 
alleged  by  the  former. 

We  extract  a  portion  of  his  comments  on  that  topic,  viz  : 

If  it  be  true,  and  we  presume  that  it  is,  that  when  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  England  and  Scotland  accorded  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  it  was  with  the  distinct  reservation  that  Canada  should  tolerate 
the  existence  in  her  jurisdiction,  of  such  English  and  Scotch  Lodges  as 
chose  to  retain  their  original  allegiance,  and  Canada  accepted  such 
qualified  recognition,— then  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  may  have  some 
foundation  for  its  action  with  reference  tp  the  Elgin  Lodge.  We  say 
may,  because  we  do  not,  by  any  means,  feel  satisfied  of  that  fact  Scot- 
laud's  position,  that  Quebec,  the  daughter  of  Canada,  cannot  demand 
more  with  reference  to  the  Elgin  Lodge,  than  Canada  could  have  claimed 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  organized,  has  a  show  of  reason 
to  sustain  it  But  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusions,  and  we  say  it  with 
deference,  that  Scotland's  action  in  chartering  two  new  Lodges,  appoint- 
ing a  Provincial  Grand  Master  and  creating  in  the  territory  of  Quebec  a 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  composed  of  these  two  new  Lodges  and  the 
Elgin  Lodge,  was  an  unlawful  and  indefensible  invasion  of  jurisdiction 
and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  disastrous  effects  upon  Masonic  har- 
mony and  good  government  We  think  that  a  very  cursory  examination 
of  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  will  demonstrate 
this  fact    In  tJbe  first  place,  the  report  says  that  Scotland,  in  recognu;- 
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iDg  Qaebec.  "expreesly  reserred  its  jurisdiction  over  its  Lodge,  the  El- 
gin at  MontreaL  We  have  carefully  perused  the  correspondence,  which 
IB  contained  in  full  in  the  proceedings  oi  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec, 
and  do  not  find  any  reservati4m  tchcUever  in  the  recognition  accorded  by 
Scotland  in  February,  1877  ;  and  inasmuch  as  Quebec,  in  1876,  expressly 
declined  and  has  ever  since  declined  to  accept  the  qualified  recognition 
tendered  by  England,  it  would  have  been  very  unaccountably  inconsist- 
ent in  Quebec  to  accept  that  from  Scotland  which  it  declined  from  Eng- 
land, the  oldest  Grand  Lodge  in  the  world.  It  thus  appears  that  the 
▼ery  first  paragraph  of  the  report  is  an  error,  and  that  Scotland  did  nn- 
qnalifiedly  recognize  and  exchange  Representatives  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec— thereby  proclaiming  it  a  lawfully  constituted,  inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodge.  For  reasons  arising  subsequently,  Scotland  can- 
cels the  commission  of  her  Representative  and  withdraws  her  recogni- 
tion. The  argument  of  the  above  report  is,  that  this  action  by  Scotland 
caused  the  immediate  dissolution  and  extinction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec — so  complete,  as  to  render  her  territory  "open  territory,"  and  to 
justify  Scotland  in  saying  that  Quebec  is  **not  a  lawful  Masonic  Power.'* 
in  denying  that  Quebec  is  a  genuine  Grand  Lodge  ;  in  saying  that 
"  Scotland  does  not  know  of  any  Masonic  Power  exercising  at  present 
jurisdiction  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  other  than  itself  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,"  and  in  styling  Quebec  '*  a  pretended  Grand  Lodge !" 

OBAND  OFFIOBU8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Augustine  T.  Smythe  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATIBTICai. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 182 

TENNESSEE. 

The  sixty-fifth  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Tennessee  convened  at  Nashville,  on  Monday,  the  11th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1878. 

Present — M.  W.  Grand  Master  Americns  V.  Warr,  and  the  Bepreeenta- 
tives  of  298  constituent  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  an  able  message,  and  especially  eloquent 
and  impressive  in  those  passages  devoted  to  the  memory  of  their  heroic 
dead,  and  the  rehearsal  of  the  terrible  incidents  of  an  epidemic  which 
opened  so  many  graves  and  caused  such  unexampled  desolation  and  an- 
guish in  West  Tennessee. 

He  names  with  suitable  eulogy  and  sorrowful  regret  the  loss  of  P.  G. 
M.  A.  J.  Wheeleb,  of  Catbon,  Slater,  Wobsham,  Andebson  and  Kino, 
who  died  that  othezB  might  live,  dosing  the  record  of  death  with  this 
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oloqaent  sentenod  :  "  War  makes  heroes,  bat  this  dread  pestilence  has 
made  these  brothers  martyrs."  A  Lodge  of  Sorrow  was  also  called  by 
the  Grand  Master,  which  convened  November  12th,  and  renewed  with  its 
imposing  ceremonies  and  eloquent  eologies  this  masonic  tribnte  of  re- 
spect for  these  immortal  names. 

Grateful  mention  is  made  of  the  generous  aid  volunteered  from  abroad 
in  the  day  of  their  calamity,  of  which  he  says  : 

The  charitable  hands  of  our  Northern  brethren  were  wide  open,  and 
pecuniary  aid  was  showered  in  upon  us  until  we  were  compelled  to  say, 
Hold,  enough ! 

These  generous  contributions  aggregated  $2d,183  70,  and  were  of  in- 
calculable value  in  alleviating  distress  and  saving  life. 

The  Ck)mmittee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following  de- 
liverance in  reference  to  the  Scotland-Quebec  controversy,  viz : 

V/e  have  considered  the  Proclamation  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of 
Quebec  in  regard  to  the  invasion  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  of  the 
territory  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  the  efifort  of  the  first-named 
Grand  Lodge  to  establish  two  new  Lodges  within  the  territory  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  preamble 
and  resolution  offered,  on  yesterday,  by  Brother  James  D.  Richardson, 
and  referred  to  this  committee,  as  follows  : 

*'The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  holding,  as  it  does,  as  a  quee- 
tion  of  Masonic  law  and  usage  that  the  establishment  of  an  independent 
Grand  Lodge  in  a  political  territory,  gives  it  exclusive  right  on  that  ter- 
ritory, and  prevents  the  establishment,  by  any  other  Grand  Lodge,  of  a 
Lodge  within  its  borders,  views  with  the  deepest  regret  the  recent  inva- 
sion of  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland. 

*'  That  while  acknowledging  the  claim  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland 
that  her  non-recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  gave  her  author- 
ity, under  the  system  of  Masonic  law  obtaining  in  the  mother  countries, 
to  establish  a  Lodge  or  Lodges  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  yet  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee  holds  that  such  action  is  entirely  antagonistic  to  the 
recognized  principles  of  American  Masonic  law. 

*'|phat  this  Grand  Lodge,  believing  that  her  venerable  sister  of  Scot- 
land acted  in  this  matter  in  good  faith,  and  with  no  intention  of  disturb- 
ing the  harmonious  relations  existing  between  her  and  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  affectionately  and  respectfully  remonstrates  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  hoping  that  she  may  reconsider  her  action  in 
the  true  interest  of  Masonic  harmony,  and  prove  that  she  adheres  to  her 
long-established  practice  of  conserving  the  principles  of  Masonic  right, 
justice,  and  jurisprudence." 

NO  BEPOBT  ON  OOBBESPONDENCB. 

Which  is  accounted  for  by  Brother  John  Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary,  in 
the  following  satisfactory  explanation  : 


240  APPENDIX.  [1879. 

When  notified,  early  in  the  year,  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  that  he 
would  look  to  me  for  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  I  determined  to  un- 
dertake the  task,  feeling  that  his  request  should  not  be  disregarded.  In 
arranging  the  work  of  the  year,  this  labor  was  assigned  to  September, 
which  is,  osnally,  one  of  my  most  leisure  months.  I  intended  to  present 
a  report  giving  such  items  of  general  interest  as  might  be  found  in  the 
Proceedings  on  file.  I  did  not  propose  to  attempt  so  elaborate  a  report 
as  was  prepared  last  year  by  the  learned  brother  who  was  then  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  nor  did  I  hope  to  be  able  to  offer  so  interesting 
a  document  It  is,  no  doubt,  fortunate  for  all  concerned  that  circum- 
stances beyond  my  control  prevented  my  making  the  attempt. 

The  receiving  and  disbursing  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  yellow  fever 
sufferers  in  this  State,  commencing  September  2,  and  continuing  up  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  as  it  did,  for  most  of  the 
time,  from  four  to  six  hours  each  day,  so  interfered  with  previous  ar- 
rangements as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  an  attempt  at  preparing  a  report, 
even  the  short  one  which  had  been  contemplated. 

QBAND  OFFIGEBa 

3£.  W.  Brother  George  C  Connor. Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  John  Frizzell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

BTATIBTIOS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges. « 409 

TEXAS. 

We  have  been  deprived  of  reports  from  the  W.  M.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Texas  since  1S75.  In  that  year  we  received  the  proceedings  of  the  d9th 
annual  communication  and  have  received  none  since.  Have  our  Breth- 
ren of  Texas  "cut  us  aST*  Have  we  forfeited  their  good  will  so  as  to 
deserve  to  be  denied  the  usual  interchange  of  protocols?  If  not,  please 
renew  your  reportorial  favors  as  of  yore.* 

UTAH.  ^ 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Jurisdiction  convened  its  seventh  an- 
nual oommonication  at  Sai/f  Lake  City,  Tuesday,  November  12th,  A.  D, 
1878. 

Present — M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Shaw  Scott,  and  the  Bepresenta- 

*K0TB  BT  THX  Qrakd  Becbxtaxi  :— Tbo  Clnnd  Secretary  has  regularly  reccired  all 
the  ProceediDgs  of  Teouus.  and  that  they  did  not  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Oooi 
mlttee  on  Gorrespondonco  waa  an  orenright  for  which  nobody  is  to  bUmo  but  tho 
Oxand  Secretary. 
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lives  of  six  constituent  Lodges.    Also  numerous  P.  G.  Officers  and  Grand 
Kepresentatives. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  very  appropriate,  and  his  recommenda- 
tions are  urged  with  forcible  rer^sonings,  although  some  of  them  ran 
counter  to  the  law  and  usage  of  this  and  many  other  older  jurisdictions. 
We  especially  allude  here  to  his  opinions  expressed  in  the  following  quo- 
tation : 

In  suggesting  to  you  an  amendment  of  Sec.  2,  Art.  Xm,  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Constitution  fo  as  to  permit  the  election  of  Master  from  the  body 
of  the  Lodge,  I  am  aware  my  opinions  are  somewhat  at  variance  with  the 
views  of  some  of  my  esteemed  Brethren,  who  tremble  for  the  safety  of 
what  thev  consider  the  Ancient  LandUiarks  ;  such  worthy  Brethren  may 
perhaps  oe  surprised  to  Icam  that  the  Old  and  Conservative  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland  not  only  permits  it,  but  in  the  event  of  there  being  more 
than  two  candidates  balloted  for,  decrees  that  a  plurality  shall  elect, 
making  it  possible  for  a  youth  of  eighteen,  at  which  age  they  admit  can- 
didates, to  bo  elected  Master  of  a  Lodge  by  a  minority  of  its  members 
and  yet  we  do  not  hear  of  any  unhappy  results  of  such  a  law.  To  those 
who  strenuously  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  service  as  Warden  before 
election  as  Master,  I  would  say  that  a  Lodge  should  be  the  best  judge  of 
the  fitness  of  its  members  for  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and 
experience  may  prove  to  them  that  Brethren  whom  they  have  advanced 
to  the  honorable  station  of  Wardens  are  wholly  wanting  in  the  require- 
ments necessary  for  a  Master. 

A  Lodge  may  safely  be  trusted  to  follow  the  natural  line  of  succession, 
all  other  things  being  equal,  and  to  give  the  preference  to  a  Warden  in 
all  cases  where  the  best  interests  of  the  Lodge  would  not  be  jeopardized 
thereby.  Again  it  often  happens  in  shifting  communities  like  ours,  that 
there  is  no  Warden  to  elect,  and  the  Lodge  is  forced  of  necessity  to  re- 
elect some  Post  Master,  who  would  much  prefer  to  decline  the  honor  in 
favor  of  some  active,  zealous  and  intelligent  member  in  the  body  of  the 
Lodge.     I  commend  this  proposed  change  to  your  careful  consideration. 

Our  Brethren  of  Utah  doubtless  feel  the  restraint  of  the  law  requiring 
service  as  Warden  as  a  necessary  qualification  for  Master,  and  it  may 
temporarily  operate  harshly  in  their  jurisdiction  ;  but  the  rule,  if  rigidly 
applied,  by  making  better  W.  M.'s,  really,  as  we  believe,  conserves  the 
true  interests  of  the  JrcUemiiy,  and  in  the  end  works  for  good.  It  is  bet- 
ter to  endure  hardships  for  a  season  under  laws  approved  by  experience 
than  by  changing  them  to  suit  a  temporary  convenience,  open  up  the 
way  for  confusion  and  misgovern ment.  It  takes  a  short  time  in  the  life 
of  a  Lodge  to  prepare  its  governing  material,  but  that  life  is  easily  jeopar- 
dized if  the  Master  is  unskilled  or  imprudent 

The  Grand  Master  disapproved  of  a  decision  made  by  his  predecessor, 
which  was,  that — 

"A  member  has  the  right  to  object  to  the  advancement  of  a  Brother. 
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The  member  cannot  be  required  to  give  his  reason  for  objecting  and  the 
Master  cannot  compel  him  to  prefer  charges  " — be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by expunged — 

and  says  : 

A  carefal  investigation,  I  think,  would  have  convinced  Brother  Orr 
that  such  is  by  no  means  a  *  *  well  settled  principle  of  Masonic  Law.'*  In 
my  opinion  an  Entered  Apprentice,  or  a  F.  G.  is  a  Mason,  at  least  so  fai 
as  he  has  gone,  and  if  objection  is  made  to  his  progress  shonld  be  enti- 
tled to  be  confronted  with  his  accnsers. 

He  cites  respectable  authority  in  support  of  his  opinion,  (Vermont  and 
New  York,  for  instance, )  and  was  sustained  by  his  own  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  viz : 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Sti\nding  Resolution  : 
Resdvedt  That  it  is  the  duty  of  a  member  of  any  Lodge  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  objecting  to  the  Advancement  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  or 
Fellow-Craft,  to  prefer  charges  against  the  Brother  at  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  Lodge  ;  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  the  degree  may  be  con- 
ferred. 

We  cannot  now  comment  upon  this  decision  further  than  to  suggest 
that  50  years  ago  the  *'K  A."  was  a  full  member  of  the  Lodge,  and  is 
still  so  considered  in  many  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe. 

The  Craft  in  Utah,  as  these  proceedings  clearly  indicate,  are  prosper- 
ing, and  gradually  overcoming  difficulties  which  few  of  our  Brethren  of 
America  can  fully  appreciate,  and  which,  for  a  time  at  least,  seemed  to 
us  almost  insurmountable.  We  congratulate  them  on  their  fortitude  and 
perseverance,  and  wish  them  all  success  in  their  future  contests  with 
Pritistcraft  and  its  revolting  iniquities.  We  consider  Masonry  the  natu- 
ral enemy  of  Mormonism,  and  it  one  succeeds  the  other  cannot  thrive ; 
may  we  not  therefore  conclude  that  the  evident  prosperity  ot  the  Masonic 
organization  is  prophetic  of  the  decline  of  Mormon  predominance  in 

Eutah! 

the  bepout  on  cobsespondence 

Is  by  B.  W.  Brother  Christopher  Diehl,  and  is  excellent  in  matter,  in- 
deed is  full  of  intelligent  and  well-expressed  opinions  on  t^e  various 
topics  presented  to  his  consideration  in  the  numerous  (48  in  all)  reports 
reviewed  by  him.  He  is  both  a  worker  and  a  thinker  when  Masonic  du- 
ties call  him  to  labor.  His  views  are  positive  and  boldly  expressed,  but 
he  is  never  neglectful  of  the  courtesies  and  amenities  due  to  all,  either 
opponents  or  co-workers.  He  reviews  pleasantly  and  briefly  the  Report 
of  Alabama  proceedings  tor  1877. 
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OBAND  0FFI0EB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  Thomas  Edward  Clohecy Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Brother  Christopher  Diehl  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 6 

« 

*  VERMONT. 

Repeating  the  regrets  expressed  in  oar  last  report,  at  the  &ilare  to  re- 
ceive in  regular  conrse  the  proceedings  of  1877,  we  have  now  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  the  report  of  1878,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont,  at  its  86th  annual  communication,  con- 
vened at  BuBLiNQTON,  ou  the  12th  of  June  of  that  year. 

Present — M.  W.  Grand  Master  Henry  H.  Smith,  and  "  a  constitutional 
quorum  of  Officers  and  Representatives  of  constituent  Lodges." 

The  Grand  Master's  address  has  the  ''ring  of  the  true  metal,"  and 
though  designedly  brief,  given  as  clear  an  insight  into  the  affiiirs  of  his 
jurisdiction  as  any  reasonable  enquirer  could  ask.  Our  appreciation  of 
its  quality  is  evidenced  by  the  exteut  and  number  of  the  extracts  herein- 
after given. 

He  says  a  word  of  caution  and  instruction  to  Lodge  Officers,  urging 
the  careful  study  of  the  laws  and  decisions  of  the  jurisdiction,  advising 
Mastebs  to  learn  Masonic  history  and  jurisprudence  that  they  may  teach 
the  Craft  and  be  themselves  fitted  for  duty  when  questions  arise  requir- 
ing prompt  and  intelligent  decision. 

Had  detected  a  Masonic  **Tbamp"  teaching  forbidden  lessons,  and 
probably  demanding  wages  not  his  due,  and  promptly  squelched  the  in- 
truder. 

The  results  of  his  inspection  of  Lodges,  after  alluding  to  some  irregu- 
larities of  no  serious  detriment  to  the  Craft,  because  promptly  corrected 
is  thus  stated: 

**I  desired  to  know  for  my  own  satisfaction,  even  if  without  ultimate 
benefit  to  the  fraternity,  what,  if  any,  disturbing  elements  we  had  to 
contend  against  generally,  and  wherein  the  work,  lectures  and  under- 
standing of  the  law  differed  in  different  sections  of  our  jurisdiction,  and 
to  apply  the  remedy  on  all  needful  occasions  promptly,  so  far  as  lay  in 
my  power.  This,  with  the  healing  of  all  sorts  of  difficulties — harmoniz- 
ing all  descriptions  of  misunderstandings,  blunders,  carelessness,  and 
the  train  of  troubles  that  comes  from  the  neglect  to  learn  kovo  to  do  a 
given  thing  before  attempting  its  performance,  has  been  just  exactly  the 
burden  of  my  employment  since  the  week  after  Grand  Lodge  in  June, 
1877.  ••••••»• 
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I  have  recounted  above  what  may  be  called  ODpleasant  features  (in 
some  respects)  of  my  visitations  in  conventions  and  Lodges;  the  pleasant 
features— the  spirit  of  cordiality  and  welcome — the  true  Masonic  spirit 
of  friendship  and  brotherly  love  —the  intense  interest  manifested  to  have 
everything  right  and  as  it  should  be — the  willingness  to  correct  all  errors 
without  a  grumble— the  evident  desire  to  learn  and  profit  thereby,  all 
this  would  fill  a  volume  and  exhaust  a  language  to  tell.  •  •         « 

I  say  this  for  all  our  Lodges  and  all  our  Masons.  The  limits  of  an 
address  preclude  a  succinct  and  detailed  history  of  each  occasion  separ- 
ately, however  gladly  I  might  desire  to  do  so. 

I  have  met  in  Lodge  and  Convention  something  more  in  the  agg^regate 
than  one-halt  the  brotherhood  of  Vermont — that  is,  over  four  thousand 
Masons— and  this  has  necessitated  two  thousand  six  hundred  und  thirty 
miles  travel  by  rail,  within  this  little  State,  and  consumed  thirty-seven 
days'  time. 

I  was  prepared  to  find  a  great  diversity  in  Lodge  work,  and  a  want  of 
uniformity  not  easily  rectified,  but  I  have  been  agreeably  surprised  to 
find  that  the  trouble  in  this  direction  is  very  much  less  than  I  feared,  and 
I  assure  you,  brethren,  we  have  ample  ground  for  congratulation  in  this 
respect  Of  course  there  is  chance  for  improvement,  as  there  will  ever 
be,  but  with  as  faithful  co-operation  of  officers  and  members  in  the  future 
as  in  the  last  eight  months,  you  may  well  feel  proud  of  your  position  as 
a  grand  jurisdiction. 

In  his  **  conclusion  "  he  speaks  eloquently  and  favorably  of  the  geneial 
outlook,  as  follows: 

"I  have  received  abundant  wages  day  by  day  for  whatever  pains  and 
labor  I  have  bestowed,  in  what  I  have  known  in  the  year  past  of  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry.  I  have  learned  many  things  emanating  in  one  way  or 
another  from  the  high  principles  of  the  institution  as  exemplified  in  the 
conduct,  bearing  and  character  of  men,  that  fills  me  with  a  hope  I  dared 
hardly  breathe  before.  I  am  become  convinced  that  the  worthy — aye — 
the  noble  and  philanthropic  conceptions  of  the  leading  Masons  of  earlier 
days  are  yet  controlling  and  governing  the  leaders  of  the  craft  every- 
where,-lending  to  civil  government  a  potent,  though  quiet  and  unosten- 
tatious aid  to  true  enlightenment  and  lasting  peace. 

I  believe  that  Masonry  is  accomplishing  the  high  mission  of  cementing 
men  together  in  the  bonds  of  traternal  love,  which,  in  due  time,  will  cul- 
minate in  the  great  Jubilee  of  Peace  on  Earth. 

"  Like  to  one,  who,  in  a  vision 
Sees  what  is  to  be,  but  is  not,'* 

I  can  conjure  up  a  vivid  picture  of  the  greatness  and  glory  of  this  magni- 
ficent symbolism  of  ours,  when  it  will  have  evolved  from  the  mystery 
and  darkness  of  its  long  and  faithful  quest  the  one  surpassing,  inestima- 
ble jewel  of  Divine  Truth.  I  believe  we  hold  the  token  of  our  great 
secret  safely  still. 

I  can  almost  realize  the  exultation  that  must  fill  every  true  Masonic 
heart  when  this  consummation  is  attained;  when  brotherly  love,  relief 
and  truth  reign  triumphant  over  the  earth,  and  all  the  springs  of  human 
action  are  swayed  by  none  but  worthy  motives. 
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We  have  waited  and  waited  for  this  fall  fruition  of  our  hopes;  we  have 
put  our  Rhoulders  to  the  wheel  manfully,  as  did  our  fathers,  and  like 
them  turned  away  many  times  disappointed— perhaps  discouraged;  but 
every  effort  of  theirs  and  ours  has  helped  to  elevate  our  cause  and  us  into 
a  purer  moral  atmosphere,  and  the  warmer  sunshine  of  God's  approval. 

So  we  take  heart  and  work  away  with  unabated  ardor  in  the  cause  we 
love,  growing  stronger  with  every  endeavor,  and  reaping  our  reward  in 
earning  it. 

It  is  a  bewitching  dream  to  me,  and  comes  back  with  a  brighter  and 
stronger  glow  whenever  a  Masonic  emblem  meets  my  eye,  and  I  feel  my 
heart  warm  and  my  pulse  throb  quicker  under  its  mystic  influence.'* 

Several  interesting  ceremonial  episodes  are  recorded  in  these  minutes, 
which  tended  to  vary  the  monotony  of  its  routine  duties  and  add  zest  to 
the  labors  of  the  communication.  Among  these  we  note,  as  of  especial 
interest,  *'  the  presentation  of  a  magnificent  copy  of  the  Holy  Writings," 
to  Rev.  Brother  Edwin  Wheolock,  Grand  Chaplain,  accompanied  by  ear- 
nest expressions  of  love,  confidence  and  esteem ;  and,  also,  the  presenta- 
tion compliments  to  the  retiring  Grand  Master  Henry  H.  Smith,  '<a  ser- 
vice of  silver,"  being  the  material  emblem  significant  of  the  sentiments 
thus  happily  expressed  by  Past  Grand  Master  Park  Davis.  We  give  the 
whole  address,  as  a  specimen  oi  aptness  and  beauty  combined: 

PAST  GBAMD  MA8TEB  DAVIS*   ADDBESS. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother: 

This  forenoon,  before  you  retired  from  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  you 
took  occasion,  in  some  very  plain  remarks,  to  give  us  your  parting  advice. 
Now  that  yon  are  not  in  office  and,  m  this  respect,  upon  a  level  with  the 
rest  of  us,  in  behalf  of  the  Brethren  I  take  the  opportunity  to  talk  bach 
to  you  and,  in  plain  terms,  to  tell  how  the  Brethren  feel  toward  you. 

You  will  recollect  you  told  us  that,  in  the  election  of  officers  to  govern 
cither  the  Grand  Lodge  or  subordinate  bodies,  it  was  our  duty  to  select 
the  best  men  for  the  places. 

We  had  understood  this  duty  before  and,  acting  upon  that  principle 
four  years  ago,  when  you  were  in  attendance  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
the  first  time  as  a  member,  your  fitness  was  discovered,  and  by  a  matter- 
ing vote  you  were  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Junior  Warden.  For 
two  years,  with  much  dignity  and  grace  of  character,  you  adorned  the 
South- -a  fit  Representative  of  the  Pillar  of  I^auty.  Then  upon  the 
same  principle  and  in  recognition  of  the  same  duty  you  were  advanced 
by  the  brethren,  and  without  stopping  to  knock  at  the  West  Gate,  or 
pausing  in  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  Master,  you  were  placed  in  the 
East,  where,  for  two  years,  you  presided,  the  honored  Grand  Master  of 
the  Masons  of  Vermont. 

How  brief  and  yet  how  brilliant  has  been  your  official  career ! 

Where,  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  our  country  can  be  found 
another  instance  of  a  brother  who,  for  the  fiitst  four  years  of  his  member- 


246  APPENDIX.  [1879. 

Bhip,  has  been  thus  honored  ?    Well  might  yon  remark,   as  yon  did  this 
forenoon,  '*It  seems  like  a  dream." 

And,  my  Brother,  while  yon  have  been  thus  honored  by  the  spontane- 
ous soffrages  of  yonr  brethren,  you  in  turn  have  honored  them  by  the 
faithfulness  and  ability  with  which  you  have  performed  every  duty. 
In  official  station  you  have  made  for  yourself  a  Masonic  character.  It 
can  truly  be  said,  (and  the  expression  conveys  much,)  yon  have  become 
a  distinguished  Grand  Master.  The  honor  of  this  Masonic  character  is 
not  yours  alone;  it  is  the  property  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Yet,  in  a  more  endearing  way  has  your  influence  been  felt  By  your 
unassuming  demeanor,  by  your  faithful  attention  to  all  the  wants  of  your 
brethren— by  your  earnest  zeal  to  elevate  their  mind  to  a  proper  appreci- 
ation of  the  beauties  of  Masonry — by  yonr  uniform  kindness  and  courte- 
sy— and,  abore  all,  by  the  influence  of  your  large  Masonic  heart,  you 
have  won  and  cemented  the  affections  of  your  brethren  till  their  hearts 
are  full  to  overflowing  with  love  for  you— and  this,  my  brother,  is  the 
way  the  brethren  feel  towards  you. 

With  this  feeling  actuating  us,  I  trust,  we  shall  be  pardoned  for  offer- 
ing you  a  token  of  it,  of  a  substantial  nature.  And,  in  casting  about  for 
an  appropriate  testimonial  we  considered  the  fact  that  you  had  just 
retired  from  the  iokw*  of  office  to  the  refreshment  of  unofficial  life. 
Therefore,  we  have  selected  this  silver  service,  which  you  can  utilize  for 
the  purposes  of  bodily  refreshment.  Its  shining  vessels  are  not  brighter 
than  the  esteem  of  your  brethren,  and  in  the  coming  years  of  your  life — 
God  grant  that  they  be  many — in  your  hours  of  refreshment,  may  you  be 
cheered  by  the  remembrance,  that  they  come  to  you  filled  to  the  brim 
with  the  lasting  affection  of  your  brethren'* 

We  hope  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  will  allow  no  mere  money  con- 
siderations to  interpose  obstacles  to  the  publication  of  '*  the  historical 
matter,"  so  interestingly  alluded  to  by  Brother  Geo.  F.  Koon  in  his  able 
report  in  behalf  of  *'  the  Republication  Committee."  The  publication  of 
such  a  record  as  he  suggests  would  be  alike  creditable  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  greatly  prized  by  all  intelligent  readers  of  Masonic  (or  civil, 
for  the  two  are  correlated)  history. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  COBRESPONDENCB 

Was  presented  by  R.  W.  Brother  Henry  Clark,  Chairmanand  Grand  Sec- 
retary, and  is  in  full  keeping  with  his  former  deliverances  in  that  depart- 
ment. fiUs  review  does  ample  justice  to  the  numerous  Grand  Lodge  pro- 
ceedings embraced  therein,  and  is  an  admirable  supplement  to  the 
minutes  of  the  work  of  Vermont  in  1878. 

We  have  to  thank  Brother  Clark  for  his  full  and  very  acceptable  notice 
of  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1877. 

We  close  our  review  of  these  welcome  tidings  from  the  Gbeen  Moun- 
tain State,  with  the  following  eloquently  expressed  thoughts  contributed 
by  Brother  Clark  in  his  concluding  remarks,  viz  : 
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Nothing  is  greater  in  Masonry  than  that  it  contains  the  springs  of 
faith, — not  any  peculiar  form  of  faith,  not  orthodox  or  heterodox — but 
faith  in  the  validity  of  virtue  ;  faith  in  the  dignity  of  mind  ;  faith  in  the 
supremacy  of  law  ;  faith  in  the  essential  worth  ot  goodness  ;  faith  in  the 
honor  of  labor  and  the  abiding  ties  of  brotherhood — a  faith  that  takes 
bold  upon  the  earth  by  the  grasp  of  love  and  the  heavens  by  an  uncon- 
querable hope.  This  is  the  faith  that  abounds  iu  profound  depths  of 
Masonry  ;  and  let  no  man  say  he  is  a  Mason  who  has  not  found  it. 

What  Masons  want,  what  the  world  wants,  is  not  sympathy,  not  co- 
operation, not  reform,  not  redemption,  but  strength.  Power  is  what  is 
lacking  ;  not  the  power  bom  of  lust  and  gold  and  blood,  but  pure  hearted 
power  and  clean  handed  strength.  Qiveu  a  healthy  body,  and  a  healthy 
mind,  and  the  working  moral  harmonies  will  gather  around  the  character 
as  bees  about  the  flowers  of  summer.       ••*•••        ^ 

We  can  point  with  pride  to  our  numbers  and  resources,  never  so  great 
in  any  time  preceding.  We  seem  to  see  the  watch-fires  of  the  Lodges 
burning  up  and  down  the  slopes  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  their  beams 
flashing  along  the  valleys  and  hillsides  of  the  old  world  and  the  new  ; 
while  heart  answers  to  heart  in  Masonic  fellowship  wherever  civilization 
has  extended. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  between  forty  and  fifty  Grand  Lodges, 
with  nearly  ten  thousand  subordinate  organizations,  the  aggregate  mem- 
bership of  which  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  million.  The  number  of 
Masons  belonging  to  the  ninety-eight  working  Lodges  of  Vermont  is 
nearly  eight  thousand. 

And  whom  does  this  membership  comprise?  They  are  men  gathered 
from  the  different  pursuits  and  avocations,  holding  widely  varying  ideas 
and  practices  in  many  things,  but  yet  bound  together  by  the  strong  ties 
of  Masonic  Brotherhood.  ^ 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge  in  vain  boastings,  or  to  assert  that  every 
Mason  is  a  true  man  in  character  and  life,  as  he  should  be  if  faithful  to 
the  demands  laid  upon  him  at  our  altars.  But  this  we  may  claim,  that 
the  membership  of  our  Institution,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  not  deficient  in 
the  performance  of  those  duties  which  belong  to  high-minded  and  gener^ 
ous  living,  and  that  they  exemplify  in  some  degree  the  attributes  that  go 
to  make  up  nenuine  manhood. 

Another  lesson  we  learn  from  this  restropect,  Masonry  ministers  to 
man's  social  nature.  It  recognizes  and  exalts  the  sympathies  and  sensi- 
bilities that  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of  life.  Brotherhood  and  fellow- 
ship are  among  the  grand  watchwords  with  which  it  goes  forth  to  win 
men  from  selfishneRS,  to  break  through  the  hard  crust  of  selfishness,  and 
kindle  the  electric  fire  of  love  that  shall  leap  from  heart  to  heart,  and 
fuse  all  souls  together  in  sweet  accord.  In  unfolding  the  great  idea  of 
brotherhood  and  fellowship.  Masonry  passes  its  own  lines,  declaring  with 
emphasis  that  *'no  man  liveth  to  himself,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himself," 
and  that  the  sympathies  and  charities  of  the  true  Msison  should  be  world- 
wide. 

Masonry  changes  the  impulse  of  benevolence  into  principle.  It  has 
created  numberless  channels,  through  which  the  streams  of  its  imperial 
beneficence  may  flow  to  human  hearts.  It  is  uttering  in  one  language, 
understood  by  every  nation,  kindred,  people  and  tongue,  the  language  of 
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hamAD  want  and  woe,  the  burden  of  its  being  and  its  mission  in  the 
world.     Why  is  it  in  the  world?    Because — 

"Never  morning  were  to  evening 
Bat  some  heart  did  break/* 

break  through  unrelieved  penury,  break  through  heartless  neglect  Why 
is  it  in  the  world  ?  Because  the  husband  and  the  father  has  gone 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  left  the  loved  ones  behind 
him  in  the  valley  and  shadow  of  the  world's  forgetfulness. 

GRAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Lavant  M.  Bead  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  Henry  Clark  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  (98  working) 100 

VIRGINIA. 

The  100th  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  **  An- 
cient York  Masons,"  was  "  begun  and  held  "  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on 
Monday,  the  9th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1 878,  and  continued  its  sessions 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  being  the  10th  and  Uth  days  of  that  month. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  B.  R.  Wellford  Jr.  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
Ample  Form. 

The  annual  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  able  and  in  full  ac- 
cord with  the  events  and  associations  of  this  Centennial  Anniversary  of 
the  organization  of  the  honored  institution  over  which  it  was  his  privi- 
lege to  preside.  We  quote  his  references  to  the  Centennial  year  and  the 
reasons  for  declining  a  formal  celebration  of  the  occasion,  viz  : 

At  the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  called  to  the  interesting  fact  that  this  year  marks  the 
Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia.  The  propriety 
and  manner  ot  making  any  formal  celebration  of  this  interesting  event 
was  referred  to  a  Committee,  consisting  of  your  Grand  Master  and  War- 
dens. The  subject  received  the  proper  consideration,  but  the  Committee 
did  not  feel  that  under  existing  circumstances  any  such  celebration 
could  have  been  undertaken  which  would  do  justice  to  the  occasion  and 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

It  would  o^ord  us  all  infinite  pleasure  to  welcome  to  our  midst, 
Brethren  from  other  Jurisdictions  who  might  feel  impelled  to  mingle 
their  congratulations  with  ours  upon  such  an  auspicious  occasion  ;  and 
in  view  of  the  past  history  of  our  good  old  Mother  we  have  full  right  to 
make  merry  and  be  glad  over  our  inheritance.  We  have  indeed  a  glori- 
ous past,  my  Brethren,  and  woe  betide  that  man,  if  any  there  be  among 
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as,  who  woald  not  cherish  and  perpetaate  its  memory.  One  handred 
years  ago,  in  the  month  of  October,  1778,  the  Representatives  of  four 
Lodges  assembled  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg  to  inaugurate  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia.  The  spontaneous  choice  of  the  Craft  for  the  office  of 
Grand  Master  was  none  other  than  George  Washington  ;  but  the  imperi- 
ous necesaities  of  the  war  required  his  continued  absence  in  the  field,  and 
the  desire  of  the  Brethren  could  not  be  gratified.  The  choice  then  fell 
upon  John  Blair,  one  of  the  first  appointed  judges  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court.  During  the  remaining  score  of  years  of  the  century,  he 
was  succeeded  in  the  Grand  East  by  James  Mercer,  a  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  Virginia  ;  Edmund  Kandolph,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
Attorney-General  and  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  during  the 
administration  of  General  Washington  ;  John  Maishall,  the  world- 
renowned  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  ;  and  Bobert  Brooke,  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia. 

These,  my  Brethren,  were  the  Fathers  of  Virginia  Masonry,  and  the 
Elder  Brothers  of  all  the  children  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia.  Have 
we  not  a  right  to  gather  around  her  with  filial  pride  and  count  the  jewds 
which  sparkle  in  her  diadem  ? 

But,  my  Brethren,  an  honored  ancestry  brings  no  credit  and  only  re- 
flects reproach  upon  an  unfaithful  posterity.  Its  inspirations  ought  to 
stimulate  to  noble  emulation  of  the  virtues  of  those  who  have  preceded 
us.  We  may  not  put  away  from  us  its  admonition  ;  we  may  not  escape 
from  the  greater  condemnation  which  awaits  those  who  bring  dishonor 
upon  an  honorable  name. 

He  alludes  eloquently  and  appropriately  to  the  disastrous  epidemic  of 
1878,  giving  some  incidents  thereof  worthy  of  record,  viz  : 

The  history  of  this  pestilence  has  yet  to  be  written  ;  but  fragmentary 
details  have  reached  us  which  give  occasion  for  pride  and  pleasure  in 
knowing  that,  when  faithfully  written,  the  gloom  of  the  narrative  will 
be  not  inconsiderably  relieved  by  the  illumination  of  deeds  of  moral 
heroism  and  Christian  charity,  in  its  highest  and  noblest  manifestation, 
which  find  few  parallels  in  the  normal  history  of  human  life.  Amid  the 
homes  of  the  poor  and  the  obscure  in  a  plague-stricken  city  ;  around  the 
bedside  of  the  dying  and  the  dead  ;  amid  the  fetid  atmosphere  of  crowded 
hospitals,  breathing  all  the  while  the  poisonous  air  of  death  in  its  most 
revolting  form — men  and  women,  clergy  and  laity,  rich  and  poor,  day  in 
and  night  out — exhibited  a  calm  courage  and  an  unselfish  consecration 
to  duty  which  has  never  been  excelled  in  the  rush  of  any  cavalry  charge 
or  the  steady  tramp  of  any  armed  phalanx,  in  the  face  of  belching  artU- 
lery.  Many,  very  many,  of  these  heroes  were  our  own  brethren,  illastra- 
ting  in  its  snblimest  beauty  the  tenets  of  our  profession ;  and  though 
they  may  sleep  in  unknown — it  cannot  be  forgotten,  graves— for  they 
have  left  an  example  to  be  imitated  and  a  memory  to  be  cherished. 

Many  a  shining  light  in  Masonry  has  been  extinffuished,  and  almost 
every  Lodge  in  several  of  our  sister  jnrisdictionB  has  been  a  Lodge  of 
Sorrow.  But  the  sorrow  has  not  been  limited  to  them.  It  has  extended 
elsewhere  and  invaded  our  own  jurisdiction.  My  mother  Lodge— the 
venerable  old  Lodge  at  whose  altar  George  Washington  first  reoeiyed 

17 


250  APPENDIX.  [1879. 

liasonic  light — has  been  a  participant  in  that  Borrow,  as  she  was  in  the 
like  sorrow  of  Florida  in  the  last  year.  When,  in  the  snmmer  of  1877, 
the  stricken  people  of  Femandina  stretched  oat  their  hands  for  aid,  the 
Macedonian  cry  fell  upon  the  ears  of  a  Virginia  physician — Francis  Pres- 
ton Wellford~a  Past  Master  of  Fredericksbarg  Lodge,  No.  4,  who  bad 
oast  his  lot  with  the  adjoining  commnnity  of  Jacksonville.  With  an  in- 
telligent perception  of  the  danger,  he  recognized  it  as  the  call  of  his 
covenant  Qod,  and  responded  to  it  only  to  terminate  as  noble  a  life  as 
man  ever  lived,  by  the  noblest  of  deaths.  And  so  in  this  year  another 
Fast  Master  of  the  same  Lodge — William  Willis — found  his  post  of  duty 
in  Memphis,  at  the  head  of  the  express  office,  through  which  the  oontri- 
batious  upon  which  the  people  of  the  fated  city  relied  were,  to  a  laige 
extent,  received.  He  was  urged  to  seek  a  refuge  from  the  pestilence  in 
some  healthier  atmosphere  and  to  devolve  his  duties  upon  others.  But 
no  suggestion  of  personal  ease  or  safety  moved  him.  I^n  the  contrary, 
going  outside  of  his  daily  official  routine,  he  courted  responsibility  and 
danger  when  responsibility  and  danger  appeared  to  be  indicated  as  duty, 
and  he  fell  at  his  post  a  martyred  Mason. 

The  Grand  Master  announces  with  appropriate  words  of  regret  and 
enlogy,  the  deaths  of  P.  G.  Masters  J  no.  Bobin  Daniel  and  Thomas  Flint 
Owens.  To  whose  memory  special  honors  were  accorded  by  resolutions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

From  this  address  and  the  proceedings  generally,  we  gather  that  the 
Brethren  of  Virginia  are  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace,  harmony  and 
prosperity. 

The  minutes  before  us  record  the  details  of  the  very  interesting  and 
imposing  ceremonies  attending  the  unveiling  of  the  beautiful  monument 
recently  erected  in  honor  of  their  late  K.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  the  uni- 
versally loved  and  venerated  John  Dove.      « 

The  ceremonial  closed  with  an  appropriate  address  by  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Beverly  B.  Wellford  Jr.  which  we  in  part  reproduce,  annexed: 

ADDBESS. 

**  When  the  great  Napoleon  marshaled  his  army  upon  the  plains  of 
Egypt,  in  one  of  those  brief  addresses  to  which  he  occasionally  resorted 
on  occasion  of  peculiar  peril,  which  marked  the  sagacity  of  the  man  as 
much  as  his  brilliant  victories  did  the  genius  of  the  general,  he  essayed 
to  fire  the  hearts  of  his  soldiers  to  deeds  of  heroic  endurance  and  noble 
daring,  by  appealing  to  the  inspirations  of  that  remote  antiquity  which 
stood  symbolized  before  them  in  the  mighty  Pyramids,  beneath  whose 
shadows  they  stood.  •  •  •  •  • 

When  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  visited  the  whilom  seat  of 
ancient  civilization,  science,  literature  and  art,  he  found  there  an  altar 
at  which  its  proudest  intelligence  worshipped,  dedicated  to  the  Un- 
known God. 

We  are  gathered  together  here,  my  Brethren,  under  the  inspiration  of 
an  antiquity  if  not  as  remote,  more  venerable  than  that  of  the  Pyramids, 
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and  with  a  far  more  intelligont  faith  than  that  of  the  wisdom  of  Athens, 
aronnd  the  very  altar  where  our  Fathers  have  these  many  years  worshipped 
the  known  and  living  God.  Nor  do  we  come,  my  Brethren,  with  rebel- 
ling hearts  to  pile  with  unwilling  hands  stone  upon  stone,  to  mark  the 
last  resting-place  of  one  whose  memory  we  would  willingly  let  rot.  No, 
we  come  a  stricken  household  to  pay  the  spontaneouH  homage  of  the  heart 
to  one  whom  we  loved  and  venerated  in  life,  whose  name  and  memory  we 
mean  to  be  known  and  unforgotteu  in  death. 

There  is  neither  time  nor  occasion  for  words  of  extended  eulogy. 
This  very  assembling  and  these  simple  ceremonies  speak  more  eloauently 
than  any  words  which  human  lips  could  utter.  We  profess  to  be  thA 
custodians  of  traditions,  and  mysteries  and  symbols,  which  enjoin  upon 
us  io  teach  and  to  practice  the  observance  of  a  pure  and  elevated  morality. 
And  with  these  professions  upon  this  consecrated  ground,  amid  the 
ashes  of  our  dead,  we  assemble  to  hail  the  completion  of  this  modest 
8haft,  designed  to  perpetuate,  so  far  as  this  solid  granite  can,  the  name 
of  John  Dove,  and  to  commend  to  the  affectionate  custody  of  the  Grafts- 
men  who  shall  succeed  us,  the  memory  of  his  example,  as  a  beautiful 
illustration  in  a  life  of  more  than  four  score  years  of  the  sublime  tenets 
of  Free  Masonry. 

*  His  spirit  to  God;  his  memory  in  our  hearts;  his  body  to  the  earth.'" 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  granted. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  OOBBESPONDENOE, 

Is  another  able  deliverance  from  the  pen  of  Brother  W.  F.  Drinkard  for 
committee.  He  reviews  with  care  and  intelligent  discrimination  the 
proceedings  of  fifty-one  Grand  Lodges,  including  the  Report  and  pro- 
ceedings of  Alabama  for  1877. 

He  alludes  approvingly  to  the  **fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
has  a  Committee  on  By-Laws;  which  committee  examines  and  reports 
upon  all  the  by-laws  of  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  which  have  not  pre- 
viously been  passed  upon  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  No  by-law  can  go  into 
operation  (we  infer)  until  it  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Grand 
Master  or  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  committee  recommended,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  ordered,  that  some  words  should  be  stricken  out  and  others 
substituted,  or  none  put  in  their  place,  as  seemed  proper  to  the  Grand 
Body.  It  may  be  added  that  the  words  'Stated  Meeting,'  were  ordered 
to  be  substituted  by  the  words  'Begnlar  Communication,'" 

We  have  noted  several  of  Brother  Drinkard's  comments  on  the  doings 
or  decisions  of  other  jurisdictions  as  worthy  of  consideration,  and  oaion- 
lated  to  elicit  discussion — among  these  are  the  following.  Under  the 
head  of  Connecticut,  he  quotes  and  comments  thus: 

**  We  quote  a  decision,  which  we  commend  to  the  attention  of  all  Mas- 
ters of  Lodges  in  Virginia,  and  to  all  who  expect  to  become  Masters: 
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IX.  Question.— C&n  a  Lodge  be  opened  on  the  Entered  Apprentice 
degree  in  the  first  instance  ? 

Answer. — No.  The  proper  course  to  follow  is  to  open  a  Master  Mason's 
Lodge,  call  it  off,  and  then  open  apon  the  degree  to  be  worked.  The 
work  completed,  the  Subordinate  Lodge  is  closed — Lodge  called  on 
again  in  the  Master  Mason's  Degree  for  the  purpose  of  closing  in  due 
form.' 

This  is  the  right  way  under  all  circumstances.  Never  pass  from  the 
first  to  the  second  degree,  nor  from  the  second  to  the  first  Always  close 
the  Entered  Apprentice  or  the  Fellow  Graft  Lodge,  and  resume  labor  in 
the  Master  Mason's  Lodge.  It  is  only  in  the  Master  Mason's  Lodge  that 
the  order  can  be  given  for  opening  the  other  Lodges.  It  is  absurd  for  an 
£nt<3red  Apprentice  or  Fellow- Craft  Lodge  to  order  a  Fellow-Craft  or 
Entered  Apprentice  Lodge  to  be  opened." 

It  is  our  practice,  at  regular  meetings,  to  open  up  from  E.  A«  to  M.  M., 
not  closing,  but  dispensing  with  labor,  in  the  several  degrees  as  we 
advance,  then  finally  closing  down  through*  each  degree  from  M.  M.  to 
E.  A.  inclusive.  This  work  is  instructive,  desireably  so,  and  not  repug- 
nant»  as  we  conceive,  to  Masonic  usage — Connecticut  and  Virginia  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding — are  we  right  or  wrong? 

Maryland  and  Mississippi  both  commented  objectingly  to  the  Virginia 
practice  of  closing  each  day's  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  follow-^ 
ing  answer  of  Brother  Drinkard  to  one  objector,  Maryland,  shows  very 
great  confidence  in  Virginia  methods,  viz: 

**The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  present  some  peculiarities.  The 
Grand  Lodge  was  in  session  three  days,  and  was  each  day  opened  and 
c(o«ed— instead  of  being  *  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,*  or  *resuTmng 
labor' — which  we  find  to  be  the  expressionR  most  generally  in  use  in 
other  jurisdictions,  and  which  indeed  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  is 
not  unacquainted  with,  since  it  is  recorded  that  *  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
called  from  labor  to  refreshment  for  the  space  of  thirty  minutes;  after  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  resumed  lahor.^  We  also  find  that  each  day  the  full  Ust 
of  all  present  is  given. 

Whatever  is  the  custom  in  Virginia  is  apt  to  be  right  It  is  a  false  pre* 
tense  to  claim  the  three  days'  sessions  of  a  Grand  Lodge  as  a  single  see- 
slon  or  communication.  To  call  from  labor  to  refreshment  is  to  call  off 
for  taking  refreshment  of  some  sort  The  Grand  Master  calls  the  Vir-. 
ginia  Grand  Lodge  together  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  He  closes  each 
day's  session,  therefore,  with  the  order  that  is  necessary  to  provide  for  a 
session  the  next  day — stating  even  the  hour.'' 

A  like  answer  was  given  to  Mississippi's  comments.  Under  Ohio  he 
gives  us  his  estimate  of  the  report  on  correspondence  from  that  jurisdic- 
tion for  1877.  As  we  did  not  see  that  report  we  copy  Brother  Drinkard's 
impressions  of  it,  expressing  the  hope,  however,  that  its  peculiarities  are 
a  Utile  exaggerated  in  the  following  remarks: 
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'*  The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Brother  John 
D.  Caldwell,  Grand  Secretary.  It  is  the  most  extraordinary  document 
that  we  ever  saw,  considered  as  such  report  In  fact,  it  is  not  at  all  what 
it  purports  to  be.  It  might  much  better  be  styled  *  Scraps  of  Masonry 
and  Masonic  History.'  We  first  set  the  author  down  as  a  lunatic,  next 
as  only  a  fanatic,  then  as  a  heathenish  fanatic,  and  our  final  conclusion 
is  that  he  is  most  likely  a  good  man  and  a  good  Mason  as  well  as  a  com- 
petent officer,  but  one  ol  those  wanderers  from  the  true  path  who  *  go 
about  to  set  up  a  religion  of  their  own.'  Certainly  his  so-called  report 
is  very  interesting,  and  rich  in  Iklasouic  lore.  We  will  give  our  readers 
seme  little  specimens  of  it 

Following  straight  after  a  poem  is  a  long  dissertation  headed  *A  Col- 
ored Grand  Lodge  in  Ohio.'  He  is  openly  and  avowedly  for  recognizing 
the  colored  Masons  as  regular.  He  actually  compares  the  negroes  to 
the  Israelites.  Next  he  gives  all  sorts  ot  extracts  from  all  sorts  of  docu- 
ments." 

But  we  must  dose  doim  on  Virginia,  for  want  of  room  to  continue 
these  comments,  not  that  we,  though  possibly  *' old  Virginia"  may, 
"tire." 

We  must  add,  however,  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence  (special  report),  passed  resolutions  recog- 
nising the  following  Grand  Bodies,  viz: 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory. 
"        "  *«  *«        "         New  Mexico. 

"        M  it  «.        u         Dakota. 

"        ••  "         **        «*         Prince  Edward  Island. 

Refusing,  at  the  same  time,  to  recognize  the  claims  to  recognition  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Cuba  and  New  South  Wales. 

QBAND    OFFIGXBS: 

M.  W.  Bro.  Beverly  Randolph  Wellford  Jr.  (re-elected).  .Grand  Master. 
B.  W.  Brother  William  Bryan  Isaacs,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

statistics: 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 233(?) 

WISCONSIN. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  convened  its  34th  annual  com- 
munication in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  of  June,  A. 
D.  1878. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Jedd  P.  C.  Cottrill,  and  the  Bepresen* 
tatives  of  185  (of  a  total  of  188)  constituent  Lodges. 
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Preceding  the  annnal  commnnication,  the  Grand  Lodge  held  two  spe- 
cial meetings,  the  proceedings  of  which  are  also  given  in  the  report  now 
under  consideration. 

These  specials  were  convened  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  the  follow- 
ing Masonic  Halls,  recently  built  by  the  Brethren  of  the  Lodges  named 
below,  viz : 

At  Evansyille,  Wisconsin — Hall  of  Union  Lodge  No.  32— November 
14th,  1877. 

At  Waupaca,  Wisconsin — Hall  of  Waupaca  Lodge  No.  123— December 
21st,  1877. 

The  dedication  ceremonial  at  Evansville  (as  we  doubt  not  was  also  the 
case  at  Waupaca,  tho'  not  reported  in  full)  was  largely  attended  by 
Craftsmen  and  citizens  generally.  Grand  Master  Cottrill  conducted  the 
ceremonies  at  Evansville  and  delivered  an  address,  which  we  may  em- 
phatically say  was  eminently  appropriate  and  instructive.  We  extract  a 
portion  of  this  address  in  which,  as  an  incident  to  his  exposition  of  the 
characteristics  of  Masonry,  he  introduces  some  interesting  historical 
facts,  as  follows : 

In  America,  Free  Masonry  was  introduced  early  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  is  now  more  than  one  hun- 
dred years  old  ;  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  an  equal  age,  and 
Masonry  there  has  a  recorded  history  since  the  year  A.  D.  1730.  I  was 
myself  at  one  time  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  the  State  of  New  York,  called 
Independent  Royal  Lodge,  which  originally,  after  the  English  manner, 
conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  received  its  charter  in  the  year 
A.  D.  1760,  and  which  exists  now  as  Lodge  Number  2,  upon  the  roll  of 
the  Lodges  of  New  York. 

In  Wisconsin,  the  first  Lodge  was  organized  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  year 
A.  D.  1824,  under  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York. 
It  was  composed  principally  of  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  sta- 
tioned there.  In  that  Lodge,  Bro.  Henry  S  Baird,  afterwards  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  received  the  degrees  of  Mason- 
ry, and  became  its  Master.  It  was  the  first  Masonic  L^dge  organized 
west  of  Detroit  Its  existence  terminated  about  1830.  and  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  2.,  now  occupies  its  place,  of  which  Bro.  Baird  was  also,  for 
several  years.  Master.  In  the  year  A.  D.  1840,  what  is  now  Mineral  Point 
Lodge,  No.  1,  at  Mineral  Point,  Melody  Lodge  No.  2,  at  Platteville,  and 
Kilbourn  Lodge,  No.  3,  at  Milwaukee,  were  organized.  These  three 
Lodges,  in  1843,  formed  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin.  The 
number  of  Lodges  then  was  three,  and  their  membership  was  about  sixty. 
The  Lodges  number  now  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  and  their  member- 
ship, according  to  the  last  returns,  was  10,688.  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  of  the  villages  and  cities  of  this  State  are  made  glad  in  having  a  "i/b^ 
sonic  Lodge  within  them.  Ten  thousand  and  upwards  of  men  have 
adopted  Masonic  principles  for  their  guidance.  Wero  there  nothing  of 
Free  Masonxy  except  that  which  exists  in  Wisconsin,  it  would  appear 
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that  there  is  enough  in  its  history  and  progress  here  to  vindicate  its  util- 
ity, and  permanent,  lasting  value.  But,  in  addition,  every  State  and 
organized  Territory  of  the  Union  has  its  Lodges  and  Grand  Lodge,  and 
American  Masons  number  in  all  more  than  700,000.  All  the  Provinces 
of  Canada  have  their  Grand  Lodges,  and  so  of  Lreland,  Scotland  and 
England ;  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  which  latter  country 
is  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  heir  apparent  of  the  British  Crown,  and  who 
is  to  bo  the  next  King  of  England,  should  he  survive  his  mother,  Victo- 
ria, the  present  reigning  sovereign.  Masonry  also  prevails  in  nearly  all 
the  continental  parts  of  Europe,  in  Ania  and  Africa,  in  the  islands  of  the 
seas,  and  in  nearly  all  the  States  and  Provinces  that  comprise  South 
America.  And  in  all  these  countries  and  places,  and  in  every  Masonic 
Lodge  within  them,  each  member  of  this  Lodge  stands  to-day,  and  has 
always  stood,  and  will  continue  while  life  lasts  to  stand,  upon  an  abso- 
lute level  with  each  and  every  of  his  Brethren  there.  Though  he  cannot 
tipaak  his  tongue,  or  converse  with  him  in  his  vernacular,  yet  he  can,  by 
indubitable,  never-failing  means,  signify  to  him  his  Masonic  brother- 
hood, and  without  fear  of  denial  or  refusal,  may  demand  and  receive  all 
his  Masonic  rights  and  privileges. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  very  suitable  and  comprehen- 
sive executive  message. 

He  congratulates  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  '*  this  large  assemblage, '*  (it  is 
rarely  the  case  that  only  three  Lodges  fail  to  answer  to  roll  oall«  as  we  note 
was  the  fact  at  this  communication,)  and  gratefully  remarks  : 

Again,  I  give  you  the  glad  tidings  that  death  has  not  removed  from  us, 
during  the  past  year,  any  present  or  past  Grand  Officer.  Li  all  their 
value  to  us,  from  past  official  mnk,  from  ability  displayed  in  official  sta- 
tion, and  from  the  fraternal  affection  in  which  they  are  esteemed,  they 
all  remain  to  us  to-day. 

He  suggests  several,  apparently,  needed  changes  in  the  organic  law  of 
the  jurisdiction  which,  however,  were  not  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  they  preferring  to  await  a  general  review  and  codification 
of  the  laws. 

He  announces— 

Our  relations  with  other  sister  Grand  Lodges  remain  wholly  fraternal 
and  undisturbed,  and  we  are  in  regular  and  kindly  correspondence  with 
all— 

And  recommends  the  ** formal  recognition'*  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Manitoba,  Dakota  and  Pbince  Edwabd  Isiamd,  in  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  concurred  by  the  adoption  of  appropriate  resolutions,  adopting 
also  a  resolution  *' recognizing  and  extending  fraternal  greetings  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Tebbitobt.'* 

The  papers  ^nd  correspondence  respecting  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
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Cuba,  New  Mexico  and  New  South  Wales,"  were  **  placed  on  file,  and 
recognition  for  the  present  withheld." 
The  Grand  Master  wants,  and  thus  recommends  the  building  of — 

▲  MASONIC  TEMPIiB. 

I  nige  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  the  matter  of  the  construction  by  it  of  a 
temple  in  Wisconsin,  suitable  for  its  accommodation  and  that  of  the 
Brethren,  and  honorable  to  the  Graft  Several  of  the  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions, smaller  than  Wisconsin  in  number  of  Lodges  and  in  number  of 
Brethren,  have  erected  temples  for  their  accommodation,  and  I  think 
that  Wisconsin,  with  its  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  subordinates  and 
its  membership  of  near  eleven  thousand,  may  now  well  imitate  and  push 
to  completion  the  enterprise. 

The  substantial  question  in  connection  with  it  is  to  provide  the  means. 
This  I  thiuk  may  be  done  without  the  imposition  of  any  heavy  burden 
upon  the  Craft  The  magnificent  temples  of  New  York,  Massachusetts 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  others,  have  been  mainly  erected  through 
an  assessment  upon  the  Brethren.  In  New  York  the  assessment  is  fifty 
cents  per  capita  annually  upon  a  membership  of  bJ,000.  This  I  believe 
can  be  done  here,  with  the  assessment  made  so  light  and  payable  upon 
so  long  intervals  of  time  that  it  will  hardly  be  felt  to  be  an  assessment  at 
all.  Upon  much  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  at  least,  for  this  purpose 
can  be  raised  among  the  subordinates  and  Brethren  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription. A  considerable  amount  has  already  been  voluntarily  tendered, 
without  any  effort  to  procure  it  or  any  asking  for  it  The  sum  of  about 
eleven  thousand  dollars  lies  in  our  grand  treasury,  which  to  all  practical 
intents  and  purposes  is  so  much  simple  dead  money  that  might  well  and 
profitably  be  applied  to  such  a  purpose.  The  Grand  Chapter  could  also 
well  afford  to  donate  at  least  three  thousand  dollars  to  the  enterprise. 
An  assessment  of  five  dollars  per  capita  upon  the  Brethren  would  add  suf- 
ficient means  to  fully  accomplish  the  object 

Be  not  too  sure  of  success  in  realizing  such  apparently  reasonable  cal- 
culations. Every  Grand  Lodge  which  has  yet  embarked  in  the  enterprise 
of  building  a  Temple  has  proceeded  and  depended  upon  just  such  esti- 
mates of  probable  resources,  only  to  find  themselves,  in  the  end,  disap- 
pointed and  involved,  many  of  them  disastrously  so,  in  debt  and  vexa- 
tious controversies.  The  history  ot  Grand  Masonic  Temples  in  America 
is  a  record  of  trials  and  difficulties  which  ought  to  be  an  effectual  warn- 
ing against  similar  improvident  enterprises.  If  you  determine  to  build 
the  Temple  don't  lay  the  *'  cokneb  stone  **  even  until  the  whole  cost  of  the 
structure  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  was  by  no  means  Ughl,  was  well 
done  in  the  two  days  devoted  to  those  labors.  Among  their  proceedings 
we  note  that  action  on  the  Masonic  Temple  scheme  was  deferred.    Also^ 
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the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  suggested  by  the  Oommittee  on 
Jurisprudence,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  foot  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has 
eliminated  from  its  Goustitution,  as  Masonic  principles,  belief  in  God 
and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  has  substituted  therefor  simply  the 
loose,  vague  and  indefinite  phrase,  ** freedom  of  conscience,"  that  all 
Masonic  recognition  of  said  Grand  Orient,  and  of  any  Lodge  or  person 
clAiniing  to  be  a  Mason  under  its  jurisdiction  or  owing  ^Ity  to  said 
Grand  Orient  under  its  amended  Goustitution  is  hereafter  withheld. 

THE   BEPORT  ON  OOBBESPONDENCB 

Was  made  by  R  W.  Brother  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Secretary,  for 
Gommittee,  who  was  called  in  late,  but  yet  earned  his  day's  wages.  He 
says : 

It  was  only  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
that  R.  W.  Brother  Emmons  E.  Ghapin  informed  us,  that  on  account  of 
pressiug  official  duties,  he  would  be  unable  to  prepare  the  report  on  cor- 
respondence, and  reauested  us  to  perform  that  labor. 

We  have  attempted  to  write  the  report  with  our  hands  already  over- 
loaded with  labors  of  a  similar  nature,  and  should  we  fail  in  pre^euting 
such  a  report  as  will  meet  the  approval  of  our  Brethren,  we  shall  still 
have  the  satisfactory  assurance  of  having  done  the  best  we  could  under 
the  circumstauces. 

Brother  Woodhull  does  not  apologize  for  his  work,  nor  need  he  have 
done  so. 

For  it  is  a  well-considered  and  creditable  review  of  the  prooeediugs  of 
32  Grand  Lodges,  in  which  the  report  of  Alabama  for  1877  receives  due 
consideration . 

The  bouquet  presentation  attracts  his  special  attention,  and  he  be- 
comes enamored  of  Brother  Sayre  (or  the  wife  or  the  flowers?)  so  much 
so  as  to  invite  immigration.    Hear  him  : 

We  always  supposed  Brother  Sayre  was  a  married  man,  and  now  we 
know  it  We  now  know,  too,  why  he  writes  such  splendid  reports. 
Bead  the  following : 


<< 


BOUQUET  PBB8ENTED. 


"Mrs.  Daniel  Sayre  presented  a  bouquet  to  the  Grand  Lodge  through 
Brother  Joseph  Winthrop  Moses,  and  it  was  accepted  by  the  R.  W  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master,  Brother  Henry  Glay  Armstrong,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Lodge." 

The  wife  of  a  Grand  Secretary  who  is  so  kind  and  thoughtful  as  to  pre- 
sent a  bouquet  to  a  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  her  husband  is  a  member,  is 
too  good  to  live  in  Alabama  ;  she  should  come  to  Wisconsin. 

He,  as  do  many  others,  objects  to  G.  Mastkb  WiLflON'8  decision  No.  d» 
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of  1875,  quoting  the  committee's  report  on  it,  which  we  reproduce  with 
his  comments.  Tiz : 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  reviewing  the  decisions  of  1875,  say 
of  Grand  Master  Wilson's  decision  No.  5  :  *'  In  this  decision  the  princi- 
ple is  announced,  '  That  a  woman  who  has  been  divorced  from  her  hus- 
band is  not  a  competent  witness  against  him  in  a  Masonic  tribunal  as  to 
matters  or  things  which  transpired  during  coverture,*'  the  committee 
recommend  an  exception  in  cases  of  injuries  to  her  person." 

We  tliink  the  exception  is  well  taken,  but  would  add  one  more,  viz  : 
to  the  whole  decision  We  believe  the  object  of  a  Masonic  trial  to  be  to 
arrive  at  tbe  facts,  and  that  any  evidence  which  bears  directly  upon  the 
case  should  be  admitted.  It  might  occur,  as  in  one  instance  which 
transpired  in  this  State,  that  tbe  evidence  of  a  divorced  wife  would  be 
the  only  evidence  through  which  the  husband  could  be  convicted  of  a 
loathsome  crime. 

GBAMD  OFFICEBS  : 

M.  W.  Brother  Charles  F.  G.  Collins Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Brother  John  W.  WoodhuU  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 188 

WYOMING  TERRITORY. 

The  neat  and  in  all  respects  acceptable  pamphlet  before  us,  records 
the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming,  at  its  sousth 
annual  communication,  held  at  Rawlinos,  on  Tuesday  the  8th  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  1878. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Orlando  North,  with  numerous  Grand 
and  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  five  constituent 
Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  appropriate  and  suggestive.  He  ex- 
presses sympathy  for  the  sufferers  by  the  epidemic  of  1878,  and  regrets 
the  inability  of  the  craft  in  his  jurisdiction  to  contribute  to  the  relief 
fund  as  liberally  as  their  charitable  impulses  prompted. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  he  assembled  the  Grand  Lodge  at  LAnnyrr^  Qixt 
to  lay  the  comer-stone  <*  for  a  school-house  building  to  be  erected  in  that 
place,"  which  ceremonial  labor  was  amply  performed. 

We  quote  a  portion  of  his  closing  remarks,  as  follows: 

<*  Our  foreign  relations  remain  unchanged,  so  far  as  any  official  notice 
that  I  have  received. 
Our  domestic  relations  seem  to  be  all  that  could  be  desired,   harmony 
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and  good  feeling  prevailing  throughoat  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  call  your  attention  to  but  my  own  views  for 
the  good  of  Masonry,  which  I  ofifer  with  the  most  fraternal  feeling. 

I  very  much  regret  my  inability  to  visit  the  subordinate  Lodges,  but 
my  business  relations  have  been  such  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me 
to  do  so;  and  the  same  spirit  seems  to  prevail  throughout  the  whole  craft 
with  a  few  exceptions;  it  certainly  does  with  Lodges  that  have  come  un- 
der my  personal  observation.  It  seems  that  we  all  lay  too  much  stress 
upon  that  portion  of  the  charge  to  tlie  Entered  Apprentice,  that  our  usual 
avocation  must  not  be  neglected.  We  all  admire  the  teachings  of  our 
time-honored  institution,  and  believe  to  be  a  good  Mason  is  to  be  all 
that  constitutes  a  just  and  upright  man.  We  can  not  have  s^ood  Masons 
without  good  work  being  done  in  subordinate  Lodges.  This  requires 
time,  study,  and  labor.  Does  not  our  noble  cause  justify  the  expendi- 
ture of  more  of  our  precious  time  ? 

To  the  Masters:— Let  me  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  being  profi- 
cient in  the  work  and  duties  of  your  ofiice. 


An  interesting  incident  is  presented  in  the  minutes  recording  the  letter 
of  Brother  Asa  L.  Brown,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Washington  Territory, 
dated  at  Platte ville,  Wisconsin,  tendering  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyo- 
ming the  three  great  lights  used  by  himself  and  twenty  associates  at  an 
impromptu  meeting  held  at  Independence  Bock  4th  July,  1862,  ante- 
dating the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  ' '  and,  indeed,  the  practical 
settlement  of  the  Territory,'*  of  Wyoming,  several  years— (under  what 
authority  the  Lodge  described  was  opened  is  not  stated,  but  we  presume 
it  was  independent  of  authority  or  charter).  We  give  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  Brother  Brown  recounting  this  **wild  wood"  episode.  He 
says  they — 

**  Wended  their  way  to  the  summit  of  the  Bock,  and  soon  discovered  a 
recess,  or  rather  depression,  in  the  Bock,  the  *  form  and  situation  *  of 
which  seemed  prepared  by  Nature  for  our  especial  use. 

Ad  altar  of  twelve  stones  was  improvised,  to  which  a  more  thoughtful 
or  patriotic  Brother  added  the  thirteenth,  as  emblematical  of  the  original 
Colonies,  and  being  elected  to  the  East  by  acclamation,  I  was  duly  in- 
stalled (i.  e.  led  to)  the  oriental  granitic  seat.  The  several  stations  and 
places  were  filled,  and  the  Tiler,  a  venerable  brother,  with  flowing  hair 
and  beard  of  almost  snowy  whiteness,  took  his  placn  '  without  the  West- 
em  Grate.'  on  a  little  pinnacle  which  gave  him  a  perfect  command  of 
view  over  the  entire  summit  of  the  Bock,  so  that  ho  could  easily  guard 
us  against  the  approach  of  all,  either  ascending  or  descending.  I  then 
informally  opened  'Independence Lodge  No.  1,*  on  the  degrees  of  E.  A., 
F.  C  and  M.  M.,  when  several  of  the  Brethren  made  short  appropriate 
addressee,  and  our  venerable  Tiler  gave  us  reminiscences  from  his  Masonic 
history,  or  of  it,  extending  from  1821  to  1862.  Having  gone  up  provided 
with  fluid  extract  of  rye,  'sweet  water,*  sugar,  and  citric  acid,  the  Craft 
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was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  a  bucket-fall  of  which  was  prepared, 
and  Masonic  and  impromptu  toasts  and  responses  were  indalged  in,  (not 
forgetting,  however,  the  first  point  of  entrance,)  until,  no  farther  busi- 
ness appearing,  the  Graft  resumed  labor,  and  the  Lodge  was  duly  closed. 

It  was  a  meeting  which  is  no  doubt  remembered  by  all  the  psurticipants 
who  are  yet  living,  and  some  ot  those  who  thus  became  acquainted  have 
kept  up  fraternal  intercourse  and  correspondence  to  the  present  time. 
Several  years  afterwards,  in  my  sojonmings  in  Washington,  Idaho  and 
Montana,  I  from  time  to  time  met  some  of  the  informal  members  of  Inde- 
pendence Lodge,  who  invariably  remembered  and  recognized  me  in  a 
thoroughly  fraternal  manner. 

Now  to  the  objective  point  of  this  letter:  I  carried  **the  plains  across" 
the  *' great  light,"  but  tho  lesser  lights  (of  the  great  lights)  had  to  be 
created;  and  as  there  is  no  law  defining  their  composition  or  the  necessity 
that  they  should  be  of  '*  some  metallic  substance,"  I  improvised  them 
for  the  occasion  from  a  paper-box  cover.  When  closing  the  Lodge,  I 
remarked  to  the  brethren  that  I  should  preserve  the  Great  Lights  until  I 
could  have  them  laid  up  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  having 
jurisdiction  over  Independence  Book,  as  a  memento  of  the  day  and  the 


occasion." 


The  proceeding  generally,  especially  the  reports  of  its  Grand  Officers 
and  Committees,  give  as  renewed  assurance  of  the  prosperity  of  Wtomdio 
and  of  her  skill  in  the  work  of  the  Lodge. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE 

Is  by  R.  W.  Brother  William  G.  Tonn,  Chairman,  and  is  his  second  very 
creditable  effort  in  that  dipartment 

His  review  embraces  the  proceedings  of  50  Grand  Lodges;  among 
which,  those  of  Alabama  for  1877,  have  due  and  appropriate  considera- 
tion. 

He  thus  comments  on  one  of  Alabama's  decisions;  but  as  the  decision 
only  upholds  the  law  governing  the  matter  in  dispute,  we  beg  to  remind 
the  Brother  that  it  is  the  law,  and  not  the  decision,  which  should  be 
called  in  question,  viz: 

"Committee  on  Jurisprudence  decided  that — 

'A  brother,  who  has  been  tried  and  suspended  for  a  definite  period,  and 
who  has  taken  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  appeal  has  been  sus- 
tained before  the  termination  of  the  period  of  suspension,  to  be  thai  of  an 
un^liated  Mason.* 

We  don't  see  how  we  can  agree  to  that  decision.  An  amendment  to 
the  rule,  however,  under  which  the  decision  was  rendered,  was  offered; 
yet  we  fail  to  see  that  even  that  can  cure  the  defect  Why  don't  oar 
Brethren  of  Alabama  go  back  to  fundamental  principles,  and  start 
entirely  new?" 

In  commenting,  under  the  head  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  rights  of 
Imteiates,  ho  expresses  views  quite  likely  to  provoke  discussion,  and  we 
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reprodace  them  with  a  view  to  fntnre  reference.    We  qaote  the  New 
Hampshire  decision  and  Brother  Tonn's  comments: 

*'  1.  That  a  ballot  for  advancement  is  not  upon  proficiency  merely,  bat 
npon  general  fitness  for  Masonic  membership,  and  carries  with  it  all  the 
consequences  which* follow  the  original  ballot.' 

We  can  not  agree  with  this  decision,  for  this  reason,  that  if  the  com- 
mittee on  character  has  performed  its  dnty  and  made  a  report  which  was 
accepted  by  the  Lodge,  and  subsequently  acted  upon  by  ballot,  and  the 
candidate  declared  duly  elected,  this  ends  all  inquiry  as  to  his  fitness  of 
character  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  and  the  subsequent  ballots  are,  in 
our  opinion,  merely  taken  upon  his  proficiency;  should  an  £.  A.  or  F.  G. 
while  standing  as  such,  be  accused  of  or  be  guilty  of  an  act  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  any  honest  thinking  brother,  ought  to  debar  him  from  ad- 
vancement, charges  should  be  preferred,  a  trial  bad,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  Lodge  obtained  in  proper  manner;  this  occurs  to  us  as  a  more  equita- 
ble rule  in  cases  of  sucn  nature,  because  what  benefit  has  an  E.  A.  re- 
ceived for  his  money  by  having  conferred  upon  him  that  degree  only?  he 
trying,  perhaps,  for  a  life  time  to  gain  admission  to  the  others,  and  being 
prevented  by  one,  perchance,  not  half  as  good  a  man  and  mason  as  the 
applicant  is  and  would  be;  let  the  first  entrance  into  Masonry  be  prop- 
erly guarded,  and  none  admitted  except  such  as  are  'worthy  and  w^ 
qualified,'  and  this  entire  question  will  take  care  of  itself.'* 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  H.  Hayford  (elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  William  G.  Tonn  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

STATUmOS. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges 6 

IS  CONCLUSION 

The  writer  begs  permission  to  plead  in  extennation  of  some  of  the 
many  defects  of  this  report,  that  it  was  prepared  while  sufi^Bring  from 
physical  ills  and  invalid  surroundings  greatly  prejudicial  to  his  suoceBS' 
ful  or  satisfactory  accomplishment  of  the  task. 

Under  the  most  favorable  conditions  possible,  however,  he  could  not 
be  fully  satisfied  ;  for  be  never  approaches  the  important  and  responsible 
duties  of  the  reviewer  without  serious  misgivings  as  to  his  fitness  for  the 
work. 

He  never  attempts,  as  it  were,  to  launch  his  frail  intellectual  shallop 
upon  the  wide  ocean  of  Masonic  lore,  legend,  and  inquiry,  thus  inci- 
dentally opened  up  to  his  view,  inviting  exploration  and  discovery,  with- 
out serious  foreboding  of  failure  or  wreck,  from  contact  with  obstaoles, 
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or  possibly,  a  *'  lee  shore  "  not  cautioned  against  in  onr  imperfect  **  sail- 
ing directions  "  and  **  chart"  When  attempting  to  solve  the  great,  and 
oft-recurring,  Masonic  problems  necessarily  suggested  by  the  work  he  is 
constantly  remiuded,  and  humiliatingly  so,  of  the  fact  so  forcibly  uttered 
by  La  Place,  referring  to  the  great  laws  of  the  siden&l  heavens,  when  he 
exclaimed  *'that  which  we  know  is  little,  that  which  we  know  not  is  im- 
mense !'*  and  realizes,  too,  the  full  force  and  truth  of  that  aphorism  of 
Newton's,  when,  contemplating  the  illimitable  grandeur,  extent,  and  per- 
fection of  nature's  works  and  ways,  in  which  he  was  constrained  to  de- 
clare, "  I  am  but  a  little  child  standing  upon  the  shore  of  that  vast  un- 
discovered ocean  and  playing  with  a  little  pebble  that  the  waters  have 
washed  to  my  feet." 

So  in  a  degree  at  least,  do  we  feel  abashed  in  attempting  to  elucidate 
the  history  or  expound  the  principles  of  Masonry.  An  institution  so  an- 
cient as  to  antedate  history,  and  even  tradition,  so  beautiful  and  grand 
in  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  and  capabilities  of  man,  universal ;  and 
apparently  so  intimately  blendid  with,  and  correlated  to,  the  inscrutable 
decrees  of  the  obeat  abchitsct  of  the  univebse,  governing  man's  origin, 
progress,  and  destiny,  as  to  require  the  effulgent  light  and  highest  degrees 
of  the  '  *  Celestial  Lodge  above  "  to  develope  the  full  significance  and 
beauty  of  those  grand  designs  of  the  Masteb  which  are  only  faintly  traced 
upon  our  shadowy,  earthly  Trestleboards. 

The  will  of  God  is  in  it,  and  will  in  due  time  be  accomplished  by  and 
through  Masokbt.  Let  us  then  accept  the  partial  inspiration  now  vouch- 
safed to  us,  and  continue  *'  to  lead  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know  not 
and  make  crooked  paths  straight  before  them,"  praying  for,  and  awaiting 
in  full  hope,  the  advent  of  mare  light,  the  coming  dawn  of  the  new  and 
better  day ! 

We  append  a  list,  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  of  the  reports  and 
proceedings  herein  reviewed,  (44  in  all)  viz  : 


Arkansas 1878 

California 1878 

Canada 1878 

Colorado 1878 

Connecticut 1879 

Dakota 1878 

Delaware 1878 

District  of  Columbia 1878 

Georgia 1878 

Idaho 1878 

Indiana 1878 

Indian  Territory 1878 

Illinois 1878 


Missouri 1878 

Mi^issippi 1879 

Nebraska 1878 

Nevada 1878 

New  Brunswick 1878 

New  Hampshire 1878 

New  Mexico 1879 

New  York 1879 

North  Carolina 1878 

Nova  Scotia 1878 

Ohio 1878 

Oregon 1878 

Pennsylvania 1878 
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Krtusfts Ib78 

Kentucky IH78 

Loaisiana 1879 

Maine 1879 

Manitobft 1879 

Maryland 1878 

Masstichasetts 1878 

Michigan 1878 

Minnesota 1879 


rrince  Edward  Island 1878 

Quebec 1878 

South  Carolina 1878 

Tenneesee 1878 

Utah 1878 

Vermont 1878 

Virginia 1878 

Wisconsin. „    1878 

Wyoming 1878 


We  have  also  reoeived  numerous  interesting  reports  and  ciroolars  from 
Foreign  Grand  Bodies,  which  favors  are  gladly  welcomed  and  kindly  ap- 
preciated, though  we  have  been  forced  by  unavoidable  impediments  to 
postpone  a  more  ample  recognition  and  acknowledgment  of  them  than  is 
here  given. 

The  Protocals  alluded  to  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Quarterly  reports  of  the  M.  W.  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  dated 
severally  4th  December,  1878,  4th  June  and  5th  March,  1879. 

Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  at  quarterly  com- 
munications held  respectively  May  Ist  and  August  7th,  1879. 

Valuable  circulars  and  bulletins  from  the  Grand  Orients  of  Hungary, 
Spain,  Egypt,  and  Brazil,  together  with  numerous  circular  and  pamphlet 
expositions  ot  the  Guba-Ck>lon  controversy,  issued  by  both  of  the  con- 
testants in  the  unfortunate  jurisdictional  conflict  into  which  our  Brethren 
of  Antiles  have  been  so  long  engaged,  and  of  which  we  have  already  pub- 
lished as  many  details  as  our  space  will  permit  or  our  readers,  possibly, 
excuse. 

OLIVER  S.  BEERS, 

jFbr  the  CommiUee. 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Lake  E.  Barber Little  Bock. 

2.  California Alexander  Gordon  AbelL . . .  San  Franoisoo. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Parmelee Georgetown. 

4.  Connecticut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Debiware .  William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

G.  District  of  Golambia. .  .William  Reynolds  Singleton.  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins. . .  .Jackson. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  Blackshear.  .Macon. 

9.  Illinois John  F.  Barrill Springfield. 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa. Theodore  Sutton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  LouiHiaua James  G.  Batchelor     New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine      Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachusetts Tracy  P.  Cheever Boston. 

18.  Michigan EUery  I  Garfield Detroit. 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21 .  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada John  D.  Hammond Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

26.  New  York James  McMurray  Austin. .  .New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Irving  W.  Pratt Portland. 

30.  Pennsylvania John  Thomson Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhode  Island  Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina. Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 
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33.  Tonnessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas George  H.  Bringhurst Hooston. 

35.  Vermont Henry  Clark Rutland. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  West  Virginia Odell  S.  Long Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  Wesley  Woodhull Milwankee. 

39.  Dakota. Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Lewis  F.  Cartee Boise  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelias  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Miller . .    Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbnrne  Reed  . .  Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming William  G.  Tonn Evanston. 

46.  Indian  Territory William  A.  McBride Atoka. 

47.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont. 

48.  New  Brunswick William  F.  Bunting Saint  John 

49.  Nova  Scotia Benjamin  Curren,  D,  C.  L. . Halifax. 

50.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

51.  British  Columbia Edward  Crow  Baker Victoria. 

52.  Manitobc      Edward  G.  Conklin Winnepeg. 

53.  Prince  EdWufd  Island ..  Goorge  W.  Wakeford Charlottet  wn. 

54.  England Shadwell  H.  Clerke London. 

55.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep Dublin. 

56.  Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinborough. 

57.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral.   . . .  Rio  Janerio. 

58.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

59.  Peru Charles  Prince. Lima. 

60.  Spain Pedro  Pablo  Castauera,  33p  .  Salud  6.  Bfadrid. 

(  Budapest,  Wait- 

61.  Hongrie Henri  Iby  3^ J     ner  Boulevard 

I     No.  45. 

62.  New  South  Wales Nicholas  Weeks Sidney, AusfaPa 

63.  Groessen  Loge  von 

Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

64.  Scheveden Carl  Ludwig  Henning  Thul- 

strup. Stockholm. 

66.  Cuba. George  J,  Barnett,  M.  D Havana,  Cam  pa- 

uario,  38. 
66.  Spain   Francisco  Conde ...  Madrid. 


(illAXO  OFFKM-RS  AND  TIIKIIJ  ABDKESS. 


IIk\i:y  ("i.vy  T«>mi'KIv»*  . . .  .MontLimiMry (Ir.iinl  Mister. 

Ill  lis  \V.  C(ii;i:  Monti," »infry Dt-pnty  (iruiKl  MuKtcr. 

Jmiis  II.  IJvNKHKvh ^ItK.'ow   Si'iiiiir  (imiiil  \Vanlt*n. 

Jt»n\  (iiiM:'»N  lI\i:i:H Li\iiig<toii .Innior  (ir.iiid  Wardeu. 

Wii.j.ixM  II.  l>iNi;i.i.i M«Mit;4«»m.  ry (imiul  TrtiiMm-r. 

Dwihi.  Sam:i: M«uitu"'m«'iy (Iriunl  S«-or«*tfiry. 

Ki.v   Wii.i.ivM  ('.  IJi.i !»».  "L.  .LiKiu  tte (iniiKi  Chapliin. 

l»i:\Viir  Ci.iNioN  Wmii:..   M.»ult.»ii   (irauil  Marshal. 

\>\\r  A.  IIai.i Hnyckvill.- S«-iii«ir  (irainl  Dencon. 

JiHiior  (irauil  Deacon. 

AuvM  lli.!«.\i:i    IJmvI.i: M»!iti;«»iii.  ly (Ir.uul  St«\varil. 

.Imhn  Viii.jxm    Mahhn M-'iituuiu  ry (ir.iinl  Sii.wjiril, 

•IvM.'"-   l>.\\ii»^'N Moiiimin.  ly (Iraii'l  Tilt'r. 

roL'KKiX  ('()ni:i:sr(KVi)K.\cE, 

nMVKII  S.  I;i:r.KS Mobile. 

voiiri:  I'"  -i:<i:i  lAi.ii  »*  «»r  srr.ouinNvTK  i.«»niir,s. 

'  »'*  Kvi  ly  L'j  1l'-  shiill  I  liM't  itM>ni<'«;rsat  tin-  n  u'ular  (*<>iiiiiniiiie:itioa 
iiniiii- lilt',  ly  j»r«''i-lirr4  tli«  l\  stiv.ii  in  Jiiijf,  tnil  in'il.»  tine  r»-f>*nt  ftt  tP,f 
'i<'». /•/>'•/•'■//;/ as  vi.in  as  tin-  niVn*- 1^  an-  in-<t.ill-il.  \^llic)l  shsiU  take 

|ila«*«- a>  MHin   as   pr.n-t  icalilf   th- rt-att'-r.       f  n.'\tit'!'t:i  ot  f/f    frr>lini  lytihlt, 

Inrt.',.  S. -r.  t  iii  -» 111  Sijl- •!. Sill  it»' L»'l^»-<  sljiiiiM  nut  n.-rfiw  r.T.\NK 
i;i  ii  i:s^  l»y  t'lM-  Kt  I't' ( >''1«:1>'  r.  I'!'  it  l)i«  y  >IjiiuM  tail  t«»  rn'rivt*  tlifse  Pro- 
ri.iliii^s  i:i  .1  If  i-'Mi  J»l'-  linn,  lli-y  in-  pM|'ii'sti  I  t«»  wiiti-  fnr  tli«-iii.  iiu«I 
inl.  nil  t!i«   'i.-.n-l  S. .  r- t  ny  li«»\v    !•»  ti'iw.ii.l  tli.-iu. 

Mi-  \mm'i:1  I '  >!i::irpii'iti»*is.it  ••  I'ii!- Most  \VMrs|ii|it'iil  (iniiitHjOilf^e 
I  1   \'.  •.■  Ml  I  "M  1  A---'  I't'  I  Ma-i:is  lit  .Milniiri  an«l  its  Masonic  JuriK- 

.H.ti   I:.     ,1.     j..!    ill    t)  .    \.  w    M.i-«irij«-  'I\  nipl.-.    in  ilu*  City  of  Mout- 
•••■iii'!\.  ••'.:  !'.•  t  I-*  M'li'i'.N  111  I  >•  •••  nil«r  ••!  I  ii'li  ami  «"Vfrv  v«*ar. 

•  •       • 

,'    '  >':.„''"■•■        '■     ■:!.'•  I. ..I.     '.•■;,.        i.''is'     trrlt'    far    0,*in,    iUul 
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HELD  IN  THE 


CITY   OF  MONTGOMERY, 


Commencing  December  6th,  A.  D.  1880,  A.  L.  5880. 


MONTGOMERY,  ALABAMA: 

3JAfiB£rT  k  BBOWN,  ST£A.M  PBINTEUS  AND  BOOK  BINOEIUV 


« 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic 
Jurisdiction,  commenced  the  Sixtieth  Annaal  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Montgomery,  on  the  Evening  of  Monday,  the 
Cth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1880,  A.  L.  5880. 

PRESENT : 

HENRY  CLAY  TOMPKINS Grand  Maater. 

RUFtJS  WILLS  COBB Deputy  Graad  Master. 

JOHN  HOLLIS  BINKHEAD Senior  Grand  Warden, 

JOHN  GIDEON  HARRIS Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

DANfEL  SAYRE Grand  Secretary. 

REV.  WILLIAM  GARY  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

HENRY  HART  BROWN,  as Grand  MarshaL 

ISAAC  CUNNINGHAM  H.ALL Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

WILLIAM  WALLACE  McCOLLUM,  as Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

ADAM  RIEG ART  BAKER  Grand  Steward. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  MARTIN Grand  Steward. 

JAMES  DAVIDSON Grand  TUer. 

PAST  GEAND  OFFICERS : 

Dayio  Cloptom Grand  Master. 

Wilson  Wn.TJAMB  Grand  Master. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson Grand  Master. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Grand  Master. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANs Grand  Master. 

Henbt  Clat  Abmstbono Grand  Master. 

8am  Thompson Depnty  Grand  Master. 

James  M.  Bbumdidge Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope  Junior  Grand  W&tdi»i. 
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REPRESENrATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Wilson  Williams Arkansas. 

Stephen  H.  Beasley BritlKh  Columbia. 

George  F.  Moore Canada. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Louisiana. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idixho. 

rko«;«i  Co^,«  S  Illinois,  Iowa,   Kentncky,    Mis- 
Daniel  Sayre J      ^^^^.^  ^^^,^  ^^^.^^  Oregon. 

Peleg  Brown Indiana. 

William  A.  O'Hara,  M.  D Ireland. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Indian  Territory. 

Palmer  J.  PiUaus \  NebraBka.   New    Mexico.      WU- 

I      consiu. 

Oliver  S.  Beers  New  Jersey. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Isaiah   A.  Wilson Pennsylvania. 

George  P.  Harrison  Jr Prince  Edward  Islaud. 

Daniel  Smith •  Vermont. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges,  as  follows: 

No.      4     Eiaing  Virtue )  roS^T^isSrtr"": •;;::: I^^i 

6.  Moulton Noblo  G.  Delashaw* S.  W. 

7.  Macon James  S.  Dickinson W.  M. 

8.  Farrar Sam  Thompson *• 

(  Emil  Kulman «• 

11.     Montgomery' J  Joseph  V.  Gonzales S.  W. 

(  Charles  A.  Stern   J.  W. 

16.     Athens Joseph  A.  Moore W.  M. 

t>2.     Saint  Albans James  M.  Quinuey S.  W. 

or      n*ilA  i  Jamas  T.  Beck W.  M. 

^""^     ^^*® 1  Lucky  W.  Jenkins* S.  W. 

26.  La  Fayette ]  S?'^f^'\?-  ""^'''^^''^ Y'  ^' 

•^  j  Elisha  \oung J.  W. 

27.  Selma  Fraternal William  W.  McColIom' ....  W.  M. 

I  George  Peacock* J .  W . 

31.     Autauga Albert  W.  McNeel* W.  M. 

on      w^f««.r.i,o  i  William  S.  Penick* »' 

30.    Wetumpka ]  Thomas  P.  Whitby* 8.  W. 

40.  Mobile William  S.  Foster W.  M. 

41.  Livingston George  C.  Gowdey* •* 

44.     Gaston Hannibal  H.  McNeille* •» 

46.     Harmony    James  Milton. . .  .• •• 

49.     Domopolis Churles  Boas  Whitfield   . . .  S.  W. 

♦ProxieB. 
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No.    51.     Jefterson Elijah  8.  Hardwick W.  M. 

52.     New  Market Fmucisco  Rice *• 

bd.     uieeniDg -j  g^gpi^^n  D.  Sawyer* S.  W. 

54.     Amity Thomas  C.  Clark* J .  W. 

56.     Troy Samuel  R.  Cotton W.  M. 

iJameB  A.  Bilbro ** 
Jesse  L.  Adams S.  W. 
John  C.  Smith J.  W. 

nn      n  .«fr.«  3  William  H.  May* 8.  W. 

bJ.     uenton ^  j^^^  ^  Robinson* J.  W. 

G2.  Saint  John James  G.  Cowan W.  M. 

f)4.  Eureka James  L.  Dunklin* * 

05.  Liberty Joseph  A.  Groves... 

67.  Hampden  Sidney Edwin  H.  Robinson, 

68.  Holsey James  M.  Wright*. 


»( 


(I 


rrt* 


76. 


aa     XT         A  i  Oliver  S.  BeerK* •' 

69.  Howard j  Daniel  Smith* S.  W. 

70.  Central Thomas  B.  McClesky •« 

71.  Tohopeka  Henry  A.  Garrett* " 

72.  Widow's  Son Elkanah  Burson* •« 

75.  Cokerville Tempton  M.  Hollaway ** 

A  nhnrn  i  Leonidas  W.  Payne W.  M. 

^"*^"'° )  George  P.  Harrison  Jr*. . . .  S.  W. 

78.  Crozier John  J.  Young •* 

79.  Fredonia Henry  E.  Hurst W.  M, 

81.  Saint  Stephens Thomas  H.  Bailey ♦• 

82.  Bellefonte Preston  Brown* " 

83.  Friendship Jesse  P.  Taylor S.  W. 

m      v^r.^u^n»  i  John  J.  Murphree* " 

84.  Erophotic ^  ^^^^^  ^    McFerren J.  W. 

88.  Meridian  Sun William  R.  Srygley S.  W. 

89.  Prattville George  F.  Smith W.  M. 

90.  Pfister James  G.  Kelly* 

91.  Henry Newell  M.  Thornton*. 

96.  Tuckabatchee ■!  William  P.  Duncan S.  W. 

( Joseph  S.  Terry* J .  W. 

97.  Lozahatchee Benjamin  F.  Savage* S.  W. 

QQ      „  i,  j  Frederick  H.  Smith W.  M. 

y».    u  uiton "j  wiiijam  L.  Kirkpatrick* . . .  8.  W. 

ini      xi««*«.  11  S  Stephen  C.  Williams W.  M. 

101.  Hartwell J  Daniel  P.  Gunnells* 8.  W, 

102.  Newbem Charles  W.  Turpin ** 

105.  Shiloh Thomas  H.  Bradford* W.  M. 

106.  Hermon Joseph  R.  Ramsey *' 

mo  r^\  n  i  Hiram  M.  Bloodworth " 

108.  OakBowery ]  John  T.  Hester* 8.  W. 

111.     Sylvan James  Collier  Foster W.  M. 

117.     Perryville William   W.  Smith " 

(Ralph  T.  Armstrong. *  * 
Adam  8.  Armstrong* 8.  W. 
William  8.  Ford* , .  J.  W. 

•PruxittJ. 


David  D.  Kent.  '* 
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Gamp  Hill  Andreir  J.  Shepherd J.  W. 

Havauu Albert  M.  Avery* W.  M. 

Ftlix Haygood  Pipkin S.  VV. 

Mortimer  Reeder John  L.  Thoman J.  W. 

Bolivar Thomas  Boyd  Foster W.  M, 

Yorkville Samuel  C.  Nabers " 

Roanoke Benjamin  F.  Weathers* ....       ** 

i  Wiley  W.  BJood worth 

Loachapoka <  David  C.  Armstrong S.  W. 

'  Julius  C.  Phillips* J.  W. 

Wiley Enoch  P.  Salter* S.  W. 

Columbia Hiirrison  Purcell W.  M. 

Unity Charles  L.  Davis J .  W. 

(  Amos  M.  Elliott W.  >L 

Shelby ^Benjamin  F.  Wilson S.  W. 

I  Alfred  S.  Hirscher* J.  W. 

Bethel Robert  U.  McCaghren* W.  M. 

Baldwin. David  C.  Byrne 

Burleson William  J.  Thome* 

Fraternity Stephen  a  Allgood* S.  W. 

Missouri David  S.  Bethune* W.  M. 

Cold  Water John  A.  Vance ** 

Monroeville John  DeLoach   '• 

Nixburgh John  0.  Renton* S.  W. 

Maysville Thaddeus  B.  Connolly* ....       *• 

Sumter. John  N,  Gilmore* W.  M. 

(  Francis  M.  Rushing* 

Elba )  James  M.  Si^unders* S.  W. 

I  John  B.  Simmons* J.  W. 

Clopton John  H.  Wee<l W.  M. 

Fellowship Elias  A.  Brown •' 

i  Julius  T.  Glaze »' 
Henry  C.  Davidson S.  VV. 
Henry  H  Matthews J.  W. 

Ezel Oliver  C.  Rushton W.  M. 

n..vie  J  Charles  Crawley 

^^^® )  James  T.  Crawley S.  W. 

Desotoville James  M.  Allen J.  W. 

(  Jeptha  D.  Pritchett W.  M. 

Aberfoil )  Howell  L.  Peebles S.  W. 

I  William  Pritchett J.  W\ 

Mount  Eagle Richard  H.  Hunt W.  >L 

Catawla James  T.  Greene •• 

Landmark Richard  D.  Lucius •* 

Clintonville Alfred  McGee 

Delta Charles  Nicholson* *♦ 

Tombigbee John  W.  Jones 

Brush  Creek Marion  C.  Hall 

Chattahoochee John  E.  Dixon* 

f  James  Armstrong  Jr. •• 
Andrew  J.  Armstrong S.  W. 
James  F.  iVrmstrong* J.  W. 
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No.  197.  Hillabee George  W.  Porter S.  W. 

199.  Kiligee Nathan  Landers •* 

G«io«>«^  ]  William  J.  Evans* W.  M. 

^y^^^'^^^S^ j  William  D.  Wallis* J.   W. 

204.  Manning  Spring Charles  McDade* W.  M. 

208.  Alexandria Emmett  F.  Crook S.  W. 

209.  Marshall Solomon  Palmer W.  M. 

211.  York Benjamin  M.  Long* " 

215.  Builders Claborn  H.  Gorman " 

218.  Sam  Dixon ]  i^'^u^' ^^^4'-    •  *; a  "xu 

I  Reuben  T.  Ewmg* S.  W. 

219.  Lineville Alexander  Beck  W.  M. 

001  G^^A^TfiAr,^  I  John  C.  Fonville " 

223.  Sandy  Ridge ]  George  N.  Powell* J.  W. 

224.  Newton Richard  A.  Ramsey W.  M. 

225.  Louisville Christopher  C.  Lee* 

oo-  T««.«^  D««..  i  William  H.  Stuckey 

22/.  James  Penn ]  Angustin  8.  Chirk*. S.  W. 

230.  Bexar John  Arnold W.  M. 

231.  Duck  ^Spring Robert  M.  Crump S.  W. 

233.  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

235.  Hitrpersville William  A.  O'Hara " 

( Robert  T.  Ashurst •« 

237.  Tallassee i  Solomon  T.  Strickland*. . .  S.  W. 

( Andrew  Boland J .  W. 

238.  Fair™o„nt {^^J^-.-Vll. 

24 1 .  Bowen Theodore  Tiedeman ** 

242.  Coosa Isaac  C.  Hall. . .    W.  M. 

243.  Ramer Anthony  H.  Sellers »• 

244.  Dawson..    . .    James  H.  Shine *• 

246.  Harrison John  A.  Law •    " 

otrj  r",«r>.««n  I  James  D.  Truss* *• 

247.  Cropwell John  S.  Maddox* J.  W. 

orn  K^^^A  i  Moses  D.  Pi nson W.  M. 

2oU.  Amand j  William  N.Jones* 8.  W. 

251.  Camp  Creek Thomas  L.  Quillian W.  M. 

252.  North  Port Henry  H.Brown 

254.  Quitman Thomas  M.  J   Porter 

257.  Ervin David  Monasco* 

258.  ftxndolph Redin  D.  Hicks* 

(  Myles  J.  Greene 

261.  Talladega J  James  H.  Joiner* 8.  W. 

I  Joseph  H.  Johnson* J .  W. 

262.  Highland Robert  F.  Johnson W.  M. 

264.  Walnut  Grove Addison  F.  Whitley »  J.  W. 

267.  Wind  Creek John  Y.  Johnson W.  M. 

270.  Butler  Springs Thomas  H.  Barge 

271.  Pea  River William  T.  Chapman 

275.  Fmnkfort Nimrod  T.  Underwood* . . . 

278.  Northern John  W.  Grayson* 

ou.i  t.  -11  I  Andrew  J.  Nunnelley *• 

28U.  SpnugviUe ]  Basil  M.  Hill 8.  W. 

♦Proxies. 
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No.  2S1.     Charles  Baskerville Gustavns  Legg* W.  M. 

RichmoDd Mark  Ethridge •* 

Georgiaoa Amasa  L.  Palmer •* 

Clinton Levi  Wilkinson ** 

Fort  Deposit Thomas  Blake •* 

Norri& John  C.  Hanberry S.  W. 

Zion William  A.  Masgrove* W.  M. 

Central  City Julius  C.  Adler •* 

Clnttsville John  S.  Brouaugh ** 

Warrenton Alexander  W.  Black ** 

Pleasant  Hill Balus  Donaldson* ** 

Viola Uriah  Tidwell «• 

Madison  Station George  B.  Sullivan ** 

Forkland James  P.  Rogers S.  W. 

Charity Pleasant  M.  Fancher W.  M. 

Johnson John  D.  Massey *• 

Georgians  Davis John  M.  Franklin* " 

Clear  Creek Anderson  Ward •• 

Bagan David  C  Wright J.  W. 

Echo William  G.  Peacock* W.  M. 

Hurtville Edward  N.  Brown! ** 

Bienville Palmer  J.  Pillans •* 

Ozark  j  Angus  M.  Scott •* 

^^^^ "j  Jesse  M.  Carmichael* S.  W. 

Heaton Enoch  Carter* J .  W. 

Rutledge Noel  J.  Ganey  '* 

Barbour John  D.  Blocker W.  M . 

Scottsboro Milton  P.  Brown. ** 

Houston Patrick  H.  Newman* *' 

r»««««  r>i»;»o  )  Andrew  J.  Sitton *• 

Cross  PlBiDB ]  Thomas  p.  Savage* S.  W. 

Athelstan Thomas  P.  Brewer .......  W.  M . 

Bell's  Landing Calvin  C.  Nettles 

Grainesville Edward  N.  Kring 

Santa  Creek Sebron  Phillips 

Weocufka  \  Thomas  8.  McDonald* •• 

^         I  John  A.  Sears* S .  W. 

Robert  E.  Lee David  W.  Ramsey W.  M. 

Ohatchee  \  ^^'  ^'  ^^^^^ ** 

unaicnee ^  ^^^^  p  Montgomery S.  W. 

K  H.  Cook Thomas  C.  Seltzer 

Ben  Pope Benjamin  F.  Pope*. W.  M. 

r>;. ; u„^  T?««*«-«oi      J  James  B.  Luckie* *• 

Birmingham  Fraternal. .  j  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^.^, g    ^ 

Mnnford.. George  Johnson* •• 

Trinity James  D.  Faulkner* W.  M . 

Newburgh William  J.  Thompson S .  W. 

v^^^„  j  Robert  J.  Redden* W.  M . 

^®™®^ "j  John  H.  Bankhead* S.  W. 

Weathers James  W.  Swann W,  M . 

North  Border James  C.  Gordon* *• 

Opelika Wilson  Williams* •* 

Falkville James  T.  Morris •» 

♦Proxiew. 
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No.  398.     Hartselle John  F.  Turney W.  M. 

(  Benjamin  F.  Warren ** 

"    399.     Haw  Ridge J  Samuel  D.  Clark* 8,  W. 

I  Phillip  King. J.  W. 

"    400     Hanceville  i  Aaron  T.  House W.  M, 

\  Andrew  J.  Manning J.  W. 

"    404.     Hoboken John  W.  Young 8.  W. 

"    iftf?     TVkvin  J  Lovic  H.  Crodwin W.  M. 

4UD.     i/onc }DukeM.  Hornsby 8.  W. 

41U.     tieiena ^  Howace  W.  Bowers* 8.  W. 

411.    Jemison (German  Cro«by* W.  M. 

*'2.    Amberson {f^^'^^^^:.::-  aV 

"    415.     Oak  Level WilHon  P.  Howell* J.  W. 

"    417.     George  Smith William  0.  Howton W.  M. 

"    419.     Hilton James  Hilton " 

..  421.  CollmanF^tema. |  I^^'bX'^v^:'.^!':":::::  s.  W. 

"  422.  Shorterville ByrdG.  Farmer 8.  W. 

"  423.  Clanton William  D.  Sartor W.  M. 

"  424.  George  Wilson Samuel  Campbell* J.  W. 

•*  425.  Temple James  H.  Graham 8.  W. 

"  426.  DanielPratt James  Kent* •• 

♦Proxla*. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain, 
Brother  William  C.  Bledsoe. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  Henry  Clay 
Tompkins,  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  and  on  motion 
of  Brother  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  it  was  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial— 

COMmTTEE  ON   GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  P.  G.  M. 
Palmer  J.  Pillans,  P.  G.  M. 
Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

« 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

It  id  with  most  sincere  pleasare  that  I  greet  yon,  assembled  in  yoar 
yearly  convocation  to  consider  the  interests,  and  legislate  for  the  wel- 
fare of  our  beloved  Craft.  These  annual  gatherings  have  always  been 
a  source  of  most  unalloyed  gratification  to  me.  and  I  feel  assured  that 
my  experieuce  is  the  experience  of  all  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  meeting  in  these  assemblies.  Nothing  so  tends  to  encourage  man 
in  the  earnest  and  persistent  prosecution  of  any  work  as  the  knowledge 
of  the  fact  that  in  bis  labors  he  has  the  sympathy,  and  his  object  meets 
the  approval,  of  the  noble  and  true  of  the  human  race.  When  we  meet 
here,  therefore,  and  see  how  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  our  State  are 
gathered  together,  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  the  same  pure  prin- 
ciples —charity  and  brotherly  love— and  all  actuated  by  the  same  noble 
motive— the  alleviation  of  suflfering~we  can  but  be  benefited  ;  and  our 
resolve  to  teach  by  our  lives  those  lessons  of  truth  and  purity  which 
our  Order  seeks  to  impress  upon  all  who  bow  before  its  altars,  must  be 
strengthened. 

FAVORABLE   AUSPICES. 

I  congratulate  you  upou  the  favorable  auspices  under  which  we  meet. 
Tho   Grand   A.rcU\tect  ol  lV\ft  Universe   has,  during   the  past   twelve 


1880.]         GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  11 

months,  showered  npon  ns  maDy  of  His  choicest  and  richest  blessingB. 
The  hand  of  the  dread  pestilence,  that  two  years  ago  brought  gloom  and 
sorrow  to  so  many  of  onr  hearthstones,  and  that  last  year  ravaged  so 
many  of  our  neighboring  cities,  and  was  the  cause  of  so  much  uneasi- 
ness and  fear  in  oar  own  borders,  has  been,  through  His  mercy,  stayed 
in  Its  dire  course,  and  a  season  of  almost  unparalleled  good  health  has 
prevailed  throughout  our  land,  while  peace  and  prosperity  smile  upon 
U8  from  every  side.  For  these  manifold  blessings  let  us  not  forget  to 
bestow  praises  upon  Him  to  whom  nil  praises  are  due.  Last  year  wo 
mourned  the  deaths  of  several  of  those  brethren  whose  frequent  attend- 
ance upon  this  body  had  made  them  known,  and  whose  unselfish  devo- 
tion to,  and  earnest  labors  in,  the  interests  of  masonry,  had  endeared 
them  to  us  all.  It  is  then  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  the  sincereet 
thankfulness,  that  I  am  enabled  to  announce  to  you  that  I  have  not 
been  informed  of  the  death,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  of  a  single 
brother  who  has  been  prominent  in  our  deliberations.  Our  relations 
with  onr  brethren  in  other  jurisdictions  have  been  most  amicable  and 
pleasant.  During  my  term  of  office,  not  a  single  controversy  has  arisen 
with  any  of  thom,  and  no  question  of  conflict  has  been  presented  for 
ray  action. 

APPOINTMENTS  HADE. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  the  following  appointments  to  represent 
this  Grand  Lodge  near  other  Grand  Lodges,  viz  :  Brother  Dwight  B. 
AdamK,  near  that  of  Rhode  Island  ;  Brother  Donald  Darrach,  near  that 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  ;  and  Brother  Alexander  Alfred  Green,  near 
that  of  British  Columbia.  I  have  nominated  and  have  been  officially 
notified  of  the  appointment  of  the  following  brethren  to  rep- 
resent other  Grand  Bodies  near  this  Grand  Lodge:  Brother 
Horatio  G.  Grayson  to  represent  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  ; 
Brother  George  P.  Harrison  Jr.  to  represent  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  ;  Brother  George  F.  Moore  to  represent  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada ;  and  Brother  Stephen  H.  Beasley  to  repr^ent  the 
Gnind  Lodge  of  British  Columbia.  These  Brethren  are,  I  believe, 
present,  and  doubtless  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
properly  receive  them. 
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NEW   MEXICO. 

On  the  3l8t  of  May  last,  I  was  notified,  through  P.  G.  M.  Pillana, 
Kepreseutative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  near  this  Grand 
Lodge,  of  the  action  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  that  jurisdiction, 
arresting  and  annulling  the  charter  of  Silver  City  Lodge  No.  4G5,  at 
Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  for  contumacy ;  and  declaring  that  all  com- 
mnnications  held  or  pretended  to  be  held  by  said  lodge,  after  the  22d 
day  of  April,  1880,  unauthorized,  illegal  and  clandestine. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

I  have,  during  the  year,  granted  the  following  dispensations,  viz : 

To  Athelstan  Lodge  No.  369,  to  hold  an  election  for  Senior  Warden, 
that  oiBcer  having  permanently  removed  from  the  jurisdiction. 

To  Daniel  Pratt  Lodge  No.  426,  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden  ;  and  to 
Hanceville  Lodge  No.  400,  to  elect  a  Master  and  two  Wardens,  those 
officers  having,  in  each  case,  permanently  removed  from  the  jarlsdic- 
iioD. 

Granted  dispensations,  also,  to  the  following  lodges,  to  elect  officers 
at  another  than  the  time  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  they,  for  good 
cause  shown,  having  failed  to  elect  at  the  meeting  preceding  the  Festi- 
val in  June,  viz  : 

Holsey  Lodge  No.  68. 
Quitman  Lodge  No.  254. 
Holly  Grove  Lodge  No.  323. 
Blue  Eye  Lodge  No.  332. 
Highland  Lodge  No.  262. 

And  also  granted  a  dispensation  to  elect  officers  to  George  Wilson 
Lodge  No.  424,  a  newly  chartered  lodge. 

On  application  therefor,  I  have  granted  dispensations  to  meet  until 
this  conlmunication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  upon  the  payment  of  their 
dues,  to  the  following  lodges  which  had  previously  forfeited  their  char- 
ters, viz  : 

Mount  Eagle  Lodge  No.  185. 
Coflfeeville  Lodge  No.  122. 
Munford  Lodge  No.  385. 
Perry  ville  Lodge  No.  117. 

I  also  granted  a  dispensation  to  Felix  Lodge  No.  124  to  continoe  to 
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work  without  a  charter  until  thia  com miiDf cation,  the  hall  and  charter 
of  said  Lodge  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  ;  and  I  recommend  that 
said  lodge  be  given  a  new  charter  free  of  charge. 

I  also  granted  two  dispensations  to  Enreka  Lodge  No.  64.  one  to  lay 
the  comer  stone  of  the  City  Building,  and  the  other  to  lay  the  comer 
stone  of  the  Collegiate  Institute,  both  located  in  Greenville. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  above  that  I  have  been  several  times  called 
upon  to  grant  dispensations  to  elect  officers,  in  the  place  of  those  who, 
after  election,  at  the  regular  communication  preceding  the  Festival  in 
June,  had  removed  out  of  the  jurisdiction.  In  some  ins«tances  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  this  loss  of  officers  had  occasioned  serious  incon- 
venience to  the  lodges,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  so.  No  brother 
should  permit  himsolf  to  be  elected  to  any  one  of  the  first  three  sta-' 
tious  in  a  lodge,  unless  he  expects  to  be  in  a  position,  during  the  term 
for  which  he  is  elected,  to  discharge  its  duties,  because,  frequently,  the 
absence  of  any  one  of  those  officers  may  seriously  affect  and  retard  the 
prosperity  of  a  lodge. 

DXCISIONS. 

During  the  year  I  have  been  frequently  called  upon  for  opinions  up- 
on questions  of  masonic  law ;  many  of  them  were  questions  that  have 
been  so  frequently  decided  that  I  thought  they  were  as  familiar  to  ma- 
sons as  household  words.  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
edicts  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  I  submit  herewith  the  opinions  rendered 
by  me,  except  on  u  few  points  where  they  were  merely  the  repetition  of 
the  rulings  of  former  Grand  Masters  which  had  been  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge.     Held — 

Ist.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  minutes  of  a  lodge  should  be  signed 
by  either  the  W.  M.  or  the  brother  occupying  the  chair  pro  tern,,  onlesa 
there  is  some  by-law  of  the  jmrticular  lodge  requiring  it  to  be  done.r 
Tbe  signature  of  the  Secretary  is  sufficient. 

2nd.  After  a  brother  has  been  once  regularly  tried  tor  an  offense,  he 
cunuot  be  again  tried  for  the  same  offense,  unless  by  order  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  or  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  to  the  lodge  having  jarisdiotion 
of  the  cause,  that  new  and  important  testimony,  unknown  to  the  lodge 
at  the  time  of  the  first  trial,  has  been  discovered. 

3rd.     Where  a  petition  for  Initiation  has  boon  received  and  acted  on, 
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and  the  candidate  rejected,  a  motion  to  reconaidor  and  take  another 
ballot  may  be  immediately  entertained,  unless  forbidden  by  some  by- 
law of  the  lodge  ;  but  such  motion  must  be  considered,  and  the  ballot 
taken  at  the  same  communication  at  which  the  candidate  is  rejected, 
and  cannot  be  considered  at  a  subsequent  communication.  Such  mat- 
ter cannot  be  brought  before  the  lodge  at  a  subHequentcommnnicatiou, 
except  by  the  filiug  of  another  petition,  which  second  petition  must  be 
received,  referred,  and  acted  upon,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first  one 
presented. 

4th.  Where  a  brother  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  desires  a  dimit,  he  must  first  pay  to  his  lodge  all  dues  that  accrued 
against  him  up  to  the  date  of  his  suspension,  and  also  all  dues  accruing 
during  the  time  of  his  suspension,  before  his  application  can  be  acted 
apon. 

5th.  Where  a  petition  for  Initiation  has  been  ballott'ed  upon,  and  a 
black  ball  cast,  and  the  Master  orders  a  second  ballot,  if  upon  such  sec- 
ond ballot  a  black  ball  is  found  in  the  box,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Master 
to  declare  tbe  candidate  rejected.  He  should  not,  and  cannot,  permit 
another  ballot. 

Cth.  The  use  of  insalting  and  abusive  language  in  writing  or  speak <- 
ing  of  a  brother  is  a  masonic  ofifense ;  so,  also,  is  sending  to  him  a 
challenge  to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons.  The  fact  that  the 
brothers  engaged  afterwards  settle  the  difficulty  between  themselves, 
does  not  relieve  the  offender  from  the  liability  to  answer  to  the  lodge 
having  jurisdiction,  but  may  be  considered  by  such  lodge  in  mitigation 
of  the  punishment.  A  mason  who  violates  his  masonic  duties  not  only 
commits  an  offense  upon  the  party  injured,  but  brings  reproach  upon 
the  Craft  at  large. 

7th.  Masonry  does  not  undertake  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the 
religions  views  entertained  by  a  member  of  the  fraternity,  however  er> 
roneous  they  may  be  regarded  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Craft.  But  if 
a  mason  should  habitually,  either  in  public  or  private,  advocate  and 
teach  a  doctrine  which  upholds  and  indorses  a  relation  which  is  in  di> 
rect  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  moral  sentiment  of  our 
civilization— such  as  polygamy— he  would  be  guilty  of  a  masonic  of- 
fom>e. 
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8th.  Where  a  profane  has  regularly  petitioned  for,  and  been  elected 
to  the  first  degree  in  masonry,  and  after  sach  election  fails,  or  refoses, 
to  take  the  degree,  he  has  no  right  to  have  refunded  to  him  the  Initia- 
tion fee,  which  the  constitution  reqoires  shall  accompany  all  petitions 
for  Initiation. 

9th.  That  the  act  of  having  illicit  sexual  intercourse  with  a  woman 
of  lewd  habits,  is  not  the  masonic  offense  of  violating  the  chastity  of  a 
M.  M.  daughter,  although  her  father  has  been,  or  is,  a  M.  M.  If  a  ma- 
sou  seduces  the  daughter  of  a  M.  M.,  and  afterwards  marries  her,  that 
fact  should  be  considered  by  the  lodge  in  mitigation,  or  might  even  ex- 
cuse, according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  be  determined  by 
the  lodge  on  the  trial. 

10th.  Where  charges  are  preferred  against  a  brother  and  he  has  been 
arraigned  for  trial,  such  charges  become  the  property  of  the  lodge,  and 
cannot  be  withdrawn  even  by  the  prosecutor,  except  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  brethren  present  Any  member  has  a  right  to  insist 
upon  a  trial  thereupon. 

11th.  Where  a  lodge  forfeits  its  charter  all  of  its  property  of  every 
description  escheats  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  this  includes  all  the  dues 
which  have  accrued  to  such  lodge  against  its  members,  up  to  the  date 
such  forfeiture  is  declared.  One  who  was  a  member  of  such  lodge  at 
the  time  the  forfeiture  was  declared,  upon  paying  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary all  the  dues  that  had  accrued  against  him  to  it,  at  the  time  of  such 
forfeiture,  is  entitled  to  receive  u  certificate,  which  will  authorize  him 
to  apply  to  any  other  lodge  for  affiliation. 

12th.  The  lodge  expelling  or  suspending  one  of  its  members,  may 
restore  him  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  and  also  to  mem- 
bership in  the  lodge  ;  but  each  proposition  should  be  voted  upon  sep- 
arately and  in  the  order  mentioned.  Whether  the  lodge  should  so  re- 
store in  any  particular  case,  must  be  determined  by  each  member  for 
himself,  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Scarcely  any  offense  can 
be  so  gross  as  to  place  the  offender  beyond  the  pale  of  repentance  and 
forgiveness ;  and  if  one  convicted  of  an  offense,  gross  though  it  may 
have  been,  has,  by  years  of  subsequent  good  conduct,  shown  that  he 
has  repented  of  his  past  misconduct,  there  is  nothing  in  the  law6»  or  in 
the  spirit  of  masonry,  which  would  shut  him  off  from  forgiveness  and 
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restoration.  No  dues  accrue  against  one  who  has  been  thus  suspended 
or  expelled  for  anmasonic  condact  daring  the  period  of  such  sospen- 
sion  or  expulsion. 

13th.  There  is  no  masonic  regulation  which  prohibits  the  Chaplain 
from  closing  his  prayer  with  the  words  ''^Jar  Christ  sake.**  Whether  or 
not  it  is  proper  to  do  so  must  be  determined  by  each  lodge  fcr  itself, 
from  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  lodge.  No  brother  should  use 
in  a  lodge  a  form  of  prayer  to  which  another  brother  has  conscientious 
objections  ;  but,  as  stated  above,  this  is  a  matter  to  be  regulated  by 
each  particular  lodge. 

14th.  If,  after  one  has  been  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced,  and  the 
Master,  deeming  the  punishment  inadequate,  has  refused  to  inflict  it, 
and  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  (the  offending  party,)  commits 
another  offense  against  masonic  law,  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  his 
lodge  to  have  charges  preferred  against  him  and  to  try  him  for  such 
subsequent  offense,  notwithstanding  the  pendency  of  the  appeal  in  the 
first  case. 

15th.  One  rejected  on  an  application  for  Initiation,  may  file  another 
petition  to  the  same  lodge  at  any  subsequent  communication,  unless 
prohibited  by  the  by-laws  of  the  lodge.  Such  subsequent  petition  must 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  take  the  same  course  as  the  first  one. 

16th.  Where  one  has  received  the  E.  A.  degree  in  a  lodge,  and  sub- 
sequently receives  a  certificate  authorizing  him  to  apply  to  any  other 
lodge  for  advancement,  and  be  makes  such  application  and  is  rejected, 
if  he  afterwards  moves  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  rejecting 
him,  and  desires  to  make  application  to  the  lodge  in  his  new  jurisdic- 
tion, it  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  obtain  the  consent  of  such  re- 
jecting lodge  to  entitle  him  to  make  such  application. 

17th.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  or 
in  the  principles  and  usages  of  masonry,  which  prohibits  a  subordinate 
lodge  from  appointing  a  standing  committee,  whose  duty  it  is  made  to 
investigate  complaints  that  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  of  violations 
of  masonic  law,  and  in  proper  cases  to  prefer  charges  against  the  offen- 
ders.    On  the  contrary,  such  a  regulation  is  rather  to  be  commended. 

18th.  Where  one,  who  was  Initiated  in  an  army  lodge,  regularly  con- 
stitated,  defiixea  to  be  o^dvoixiced,  Mid  the  records  of  the  lodge  in  which 
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he  was  made  an  K  A.,  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  the  lodge  in  whose 
JQrisdiction  he  resides,  may,  upon  satisfeictory  evidence  that  he  has 
been  so  Initiated,  receive  his  petition  for  advancement,  and  if  worthy, 
may  confer  the  other  degrees  apon  him. 

19th.  A  Dimit  granted  by  a  lodge  within  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  is 
not  evidence  that  sach  lodge  is  one  legally  constituted,  unless  under  the 
seal  of  the  lodge.  If  such  lodge  is  not  required  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  under  whose  jurisdiction  it  works,  to  have  a  seal, 
then  such  dimit  should  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  such  Grand  Lodge  under  its  seal,  that  the  lodge  granting 
it,  M  a  legally  constituted  lodge  working  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  that 
the  signature  thereto,  is  the  signature  of  the  brother,  who  was,  at  the 
time  the  same  was  signed.  Secretary  of  such  lodge. 

20th.  An  election  of  officers  is  valid  if  seven  members  of  the  lodge 
are  present  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  majority  of  such  members  should 
be  present. 

2l8t  The  dues  of  a  brother  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  can- 
not be  paid  after  his  death  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  masonic  buriaL 

22ud.  A  petition  for  advancement  may  be  renewed  at  each  sabse- 
qnent  Communication  of  the  lodge. 

23rd.  A  lodge,  which  tries  one  of  its  members  and  finds  him  guilty 
of  au  offense  against  masonic  law,  but  fails  to  assess  any  punishment 
against  him,  is  grossly  derelict  in  its  duty.  Its  action  may,  at  any  time 
during  the  same  Communication  be  re-considered,  provided  the  consti- 
tutional number  are  present  If  it  adjourns  without  assessing  any  pon- 
ishment,  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  should  either  order  a  new  trial,  or 
take  au  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  Con- 
stitution is  enforced.  One  who  has  been  tried  and  convicted,  but  npon 
whom  no  punishment  has  been  imposed,  occupies  the  position  of  a 
mason  against  whom  charges  are  pending,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
time  in  which  au  appeal  may  be  taken. 

24th.    A  candidate  who  has  been  Initiated  or  Initiated  and  Passed, 

and  has  moved  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another  lodge,  npon  applying 

for  a  dismissal  certificate  is  entitled  to  receive  it,  if  in  good  standing. 

If  any  brother  knows  of  any  valid  reason  why  such  certificate  shoold 

not  be  granted,  he  should  prefer  charges  against  the  api^oant,  and  if 
2 


18  PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  [1880. 

such  charges  are  not  preferred  in  a  reasonable  time  sach  certificate 
shoald  be  granted.  The  dismissal  certificate  issued  to  the  E.  A.  or  F. 
G.  to  enable  him  to  apply  to  another  lodge  for  advancement,  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  dimit,  and  the  granting  of  it  should  be  controlled  by  the 
same  rules.  Each  lodge  is  a  family,  and  any  member  has  a  right  to  ob- 
ject to  any  person  becoming  a  member  of  that  family,  and  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  disclose  the  grounds  of  such  objection.  But  when  one 
asks  for  a  certificate,  to  entitle  him  to  apply  to  another  lodge  for  mem- 
bership, whether  by  advancement  or  afiiliatiou,  he  should  receive  it  in 
good  standing,  unless  the  objections  to  him  are  sufficient  to  base 
charges  upon  and  to  bring  him  to  trial. 

25th.  //eW— 1st,  That  where  charges  are  preferred  by  a  lodge  or  it* 
committee  against  one  of  its  members,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  copy 
of  such  charges,  or  that  the  notice  of  the  time  of  trial,  re(|nired  to  be 
served  upon  the  accused  should  ge  attested  with  the  seal  of  the  lodge. 

2nd.  That  where  in  such  a  case,  a  committee  has  beeu  appointed  to 
take  testimony,  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  notice,  required  to  be  given 
by  them,  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  such  testimony,  to  be  signed 
by  the  Secretary  or  attested  by  the  lodge  seal. 

3rd.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  summons  issued  to  a  member  of  a 
lodge,  to  attend  a  Communication,  regular  or  special,  to  be  under  the 
seal  of  the  lodge.     A  verbal  notification  by  the  Tiler  is  sufficient. 

26th.  To  restore  one,  who  has  been  expelled,  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  masonry,  only  a  two-thirds  vote  is  required,  provided  a  majority 
of  the  lodge  is  present.  To  restore  to  membership  reijuiresa  unanimous 
vote. 

POLYGAMY. 

From  the  above  decisions  it  will  be  seen  that  various  questions  of 
masonic  law  have  been  presented  to  me,  some  very  simple,  that  have 
been  repeatedly  decided,  while  there  are  many  of  more  or  less  difficulty, 
and  some  that  should  receive  the  calm  and  careful  considenition  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  To  two  of  them,  which  g<ive  me  special  difficulty,  not 
so  much  because  I  had  any  doubt  of  their  correctness  myself,  but  be- 
cause others,  for  whose  opinion  I  have  the  highest  regard,  differed  with 
me  upon  one  of  them^  and  because  in  the  other  I  have  found  the  law  in 
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Bome  conftwioQ,  I  with  lo  call  the  special  atteDtion  of  tha  Gnnd  Lodge. 

The  firEt  ouu  is  embraced  in  ruling  No.  7,  aud  relates  to  the  teacbiiig  of 
a  religiotts  ctoclrine  which  not  auly  upholda  polygam;,  but  make  ila 
practice  a  recommeDdAliOD  to  coiuideration  and  reapeot.  No  principle, 
it  aeems  to  mo,  in  maiiouic  lav,  is  lietter  settled,  than  that  masonry  re- 
quires of  its  votatf  strict  obedieaoe  to  the  laws  of  the  lirnd,  and  fotbida 
bis  iudalgence  in  those  practices  whjcb  are  repnlsiieto  themoml  senti- 
ment of  onr  civilization,  FolygnKiy  is  denounced  as  a  grnre  crime  in 
all  civilized  uoiintrieH,  and  is  severely  panished.  In  oar  own  State  it  la 
made  n  felony,  and  is  panished,  as  pei^urj,  the  bigher  gmdes  ol  lar- 
ceny, and  many  other  of  the  gravest  offenses.  I  do  not  suppose  it 
would  be  ooQlcuded  by  any  one,  thut  a  roember  of  a  lodge,  who  made  a 
practice  of  inducing  others  to  commit  perjury,  or  larceny,  wonld  not 
thereby,  be  violiiling  masonic  law  ;  nud  yet,  thoae  offenses  are  r^ptrded 
by  our  luw  as  of  no  more  euormily  than  polygamy.  It  has  been  urged 
with  me,  however,  that  it  the  person  were  not  nndertabinf;  to  induoe 
persons  to  violate  the  law  in  this  State,  bnt  proposed  to  carry  them  to 
localities  beyond  the  limits  of  tbe  Slate,  then  they  wonld  not  be  gnilty. 
Thia  argumeol,  however,  is  palpably  onaoaod.  The  crime  oommitted 
by  one  who  induces,  or  undertakes  to  induce,  another  to  swear  bilsel; 
would  bb  none  the  less  iu  violation  of  our  laws,  becaose  the  false  swear- 
'  ing  was  to  be  <Joue  in  Georgia.  Polygamy,  as  said  above,  ia  made  a 
high  crime  by  the  laws  of  every  State  of  this  UuioQ  ;  it  is  true,  it  U 
pr^eliced  in  one  of  the  turritoriea,  but  even  there  it  is  done  in  the  face 
of  a  statute  of  Congress  denouncing  it  as  a  high  crime.  Again,  the 
practice  in  contcury  to  the  muraL  stutiment  of  all  civilizud  people,  the 
opposition  to  it  has  be^u  for  centuries,  crystallizing  into  this  sentiment ; 
and  the  strong  prohibitory  and  [leaiil  Inws  enacted  in  all  civilized 
coantries  against  it  are  but  tbe  expreasions  of  the  sentiment,  and  clearly 
indicate  how  strong  a  hold  it  has  on  tbe  people.  So  strong  haa  tha 
sentiment  become,  tbnt  there  is  scaroely  a  maaon  in  tbe  land,  who, 
should  his  daughter  be  induced  by  the  advocatos  of  this  doctrine  to 
embrace  polygamy,  would  not  regard  her  as  disgraced  and  himself  aa 
deeply  and  most  grievously  wronged.  If  an;  one,  therefore,  who  is 
amenable  to  our  laws  inculcates  and  proclaints  such  a  doctrine,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  tbe  daty  of  the  Order  to  protect  the  homee  of  its  niemben 
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from  such  invasions,  by  bringing  the  oflfender  to  speedy  trial ;  and  by 
inflicting  upon  him  adequate  punishment.  The  foregoing,  and  others 
equally  as  strong,  are  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  the  conclusion  an- 
nounced in  Ruling  No.  7. 

WHAT   VOTE   NECESSAKY  TO   REINSTATE. 

The  other  decision  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  is  embraced 
in  Buling  No.  26,  and  is  in  relation  to  the  vote  necessary  to  restore  to 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  one  who  has  been  expelled.  Upon 
an  investigation  of  this  question,  I  found  an  irreconcilable  conflict  of 
authority.  In  our  own  jurisdiction,  some  Grand  Masters  have  held 
that  a  unanimous  vote 'was  necessary,  while  others  have  held  the  rule 
to  be  as  announced  by  me.  But  I  do  not  find  that  any  ol  these  deci- 
sions  have  been  directly  passed  upon  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  as  I 
deem  the  question  one  of  great  importance,  I  have  considered  it  best, 
to  thus  call  your  attention  to  it,  in  order  that  it  may  be  permanently 
settled.  The  standard  elementary  works  upon  masonic  law  al.<«)  differ 
upon  it.  Mitchell  holds  the  rule  as  declared  by  me  to  be  the  better  one, 
and  so  it  clearly  appears  to  me. 

AS  TO  UNMASONIC   CONDUCT. 

About  the  close  of  the  last  Communication  I  was  handed  a  written 
notice  charging  that  the  master  of  a  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  had  on' 
several  occasions  been  guilty  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  mason  and 
greatly  injurious  to  the  Order.  Shortly  afterwards  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  a  resolution  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  I  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  charges  and  to  report  to  me  the  result  of  such 
investigation.  Their  report  was  received  and  fully  sustained  the 
charges.  I  then  learned  that  the  charter  of  the  lodge  over  which  the 
accused  presided  had  been  declared  forfeited,  and  as  thereby  it  was  ren- 
dered impracticable.for  me  to  proceed  as  provided  by  the  resolution  I 
took  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

OFMCIAL   VISITS. 

On  tho  24th  of  June,  I  visited  Greening  Lodge  No.  53  and  installed 
the  oflacers  of  that  lodge  and  of  Georgiana  Lodge  No.  285.  In  July  I 
visited  FayettevilU  Authentic  Lodge  No.  163.    These  are  the  only  offl- 
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cial  viBitatiouH  I  ha\re  been  able  to  make  daring  the  past  year.  Daring 
the  Summer,  my  eogagements  were  such  that  I  foand  it  impossible  to 
make  any  others.  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  several  others  dur- 
ing the  Fall,  bat  other  matters  rendered  it  impracticable  for  me  to  do 
so.  I  very  much  regret  this,  as  I  believe  that  sach  visitations  by  the 
Grand  Officers  generally  prove  beneficial  to  the  Craft,  and  I  know  they 
are  always  occasions  of  much  pleasure  to  the  officers.  I  think,  that  not 
only  the  Grand  Master,  but  the  Depnty  and  Wardens  ought  to  make  an 
effort  to  so  arrange  their  private  business  as  to  give  more  time  to  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  and  trust  that  in  the  futnre  it  will  be  done. 

COKFEBBINO  DEOREES  OUT  OF  TIME. 

I  have  bad  one  application  for  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  degrees 
out  of  time.  I  refused  it,  because  I  did  not  think  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  justified  it.  The  power  is  an  extraordinary  one,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  shonld  ever  be  exercised,  except  in  the  most  extreme  cases. 

APPLICATIONS  FOB  AID. 

I  have  received- daring  the  yenr  two  applications  for  aid  from  other 
jurisdictions;  one  from  the  "Masonic  Lodge,  *The  Gail,'  No.  609," 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  a  lodge  **  founded  **  as  it  is  stated  in  the  petition, 
**for  the  express  purpose  of  rendering  the  mysteries  of  iuitiittion,  AjC., 
in  the  native  Gaelic  tongue  ;*'  and  the  other  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Masonic  Hall  Association  at  Washington,  D.  C,  received  through  M. 
W.  Brother  McCoy,  Grand  IVIaster  of  the  District  ot  Columbia.  I  sub- 
mit herewith  both  applications  for  such  action  thereon  as  this  Grand 
Lodge  may  deem  fit. 

THE  FBATEBNITY  PB08PEBOU8. 

I  do  not  believe  that  at  any  time  the  condition  of  our  Order  has  been 
more  prosperous  than  at  the  present.  Among  its  members  are  to  be 
found  many  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  our  land,  and  in  its  interests  are 
enlisted  the  heartiest  service  of  the  true  and  the  good.  A  worthy  mason 
loves  the  Craft,  and  endeavors  by  his  life  to  be  a  shining  example  of  the 
grandeur  and  purity  of  its  teachings  ;  his  charitable  hand  has  entered 
many  a  desolate  home,  and  made  many  a  weary  and  heartsick  soul  re- 
joice ;  his  kindly  words  have  turned  back  many  an  erring  step,  an4 
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presorved  many  a  coble  life,  to  bless  and  praise  him.     That  oar  Order, 
that  dates  far  back  into  the  dim  and  distant  past,  stands  to-day,  far 
ahead  of  all  other  secret  societies  in   numbers,   in  influence,  and  in 
works  ;  and  still  continues  its  onward  march  of  progress  ;  speaks  its 
merits,  in  a  far  more  eloquent  tongue  than  I  can  command.     Since  its 
origin  other  societies  have  arisen,  have  flourished  for  a  few  years,  and 
then  withered  away  as  the  green  grass  withers  and  perishes  before  the 
biting  frosts  and  chilly  winds  of  Autumn.     Masonry  alone  continues, 
and  her  journey  has  ever  been  onward  and  upward.     For  all  of  this 
there  must  be  a  reason.    It  is  because  masonry  is  based  and  founded 
upon   principles  as   imperishable  as  the  everlasting  hills.     Upon  us. 
Brethren,   devolves  the  duty  of  continuing   that   onward   march.     It 
should  be  considered  a  most  pleasant  duty,  and  should  be  most  cheer- 
fully  performed.     The  way  is  clear,  so  clear  that  he  that  runs  may  see. 
Let  us,  each  one,  resolve  that  we  will  walk  in  those  paths  pointed  out 
by  the  hand  of  masonry,  and  let  the  world  see  that  our  tenets  are  some- 
thing more  than  mere  abstract  theories  ;  that  the}'  are  living,  vital  prin- 
ciples, by  which  our  lives  are  guided.     Let  us  not  only  resolve  to  do 
this,  but  let  us  do  it.     Let  us  guard  well  our  portals  ;  the  necessity  of 
doing  this,  cannot  be  too  strongly  or  too  frequently  impressed  upon  us. 
The  true  strength  of  a  lodge  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the  number  of  its 
members,  but  by  the  characters  of  those  members  ;  it  is  true  that  large 
numbers  enable  us  to  make  a  great  display,  but  a  too  great  desire  for 
display,  often  sows  the  seeds  of  a  lasting  decay.     We  all  desire  to  do 
our  duty,  then  let  us  do  it. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  my  Brethren,  we  have  met  here  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
liberating upon,  and  legislating  for,  the  interests  of  the  Craft.  Without 
deliberation,  our  legislation  will  not  be  for  its  interests.  By  hasty  ac- 
tion, oftentimes,  injury  is  done,  that  requires  much  time  and  labor  to 
heal.  It  is  often,  if  not  always,  better  to  take  no  action,  than  to  act  too 
hastily,  for  errors  committed  in  haste  are  but  too  frequently  discovered 
too  late  to  remedy  them.  There  is  a  world  of  wisdom  in  the  old  adage, 
**  that  haste  makes  ^vmste.''    Let  us  then  truly  deliberate,  and  our  ae- 
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tioQ  here  will  always  be  a  source  of  most  pleasant  recolleotioD  to  as, 

and  will  redound  to  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  our  ancient  Order. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  made  his  Annual  Beport,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  (See  ap- 
pendix.) 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  his  Annual  Heport,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  (See  ap- 
pendix,) 

RESTORING  FORFEITED  CHARTERS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary,  all  Lodges, 
the  charters  of  which  had  been  forfeited  for  non-repre- 
sentation for  two  years,  and  which  have  now  paid  up 
their  Dues  in  full,  and  are  represented,  were  reinstated. 

REPORT  ON  THE  E.   A.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  from  the  Committee  on 

Work,  made  report  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  FOR  THE  F.   C.   DEGREE. 

On  motion  of  Brother  James  M.  Brundidge,  the  re- 
port on  the  F.  C.  Degree  was  made  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  FALKVILLE  LODGE  NO.   396. 

Reaolved,  That  the  dues  of  FalkviUe  Lodge  No.  396,  for  the  year 
1879,  be  remitted,  its  Lodge  room  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
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Brother  Jesse  M.  Carmichael  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolation,  and  they  were  concurred  in 
and  adopted : 

AS  TO  OAK  LEVEL    LODGE  NO.   415. 

Whxbeal,  The  does  from  Oak  Level  Lodge  No.  415  for  the  year  1879, 
A.  L.  5879,  were  regularly  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  with  the  an  Dual 
returns  of  said  Lodge  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  in  a  registered  package  ; 
and  whereas,  the  said  dues  were  not  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  dues  of  said  Lodge  for  said  year,  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  remitted  and  said  Lodge  released  from  any  further  obliga- 
tion to  pay  the  same. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  LOACHAPOKA  LODGE  NO.    133. 

Resolved,  That  the  dues  of  Loachapoka  Lodge  No.  133  for  the  pres- 
ent year  be  remitted,  and  that  a  new  charter  be  granted  to  it  free  of 
charge  ;  its  lodge-room,  charter,  furniture,  and  all  its  property  having 
been  destroyed  by  fire. 

Brother  John  H.  Bankhead,  Grand  Senior  Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  MOSCOW  LODGE  NO.   205. 

Resolvedt  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  issue  to  Brother  William  Harrison,  formerly  of  Moscow  Lodge  No. 
205,  a  certificate  of  good  standing,  upon  the  payment  of  the  amount 
due  by  him  to  said  lodge  when  its  charter  was  surrendered. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  8^  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 

TuESDAT  Morning,  December  7, 1880. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  reft'eshment  to  la- 
bor at  8^  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Tompkins,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minntes  were  read  and  approved. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  F.  C.   DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  FOR  8  O'OLOCK. 

On  motion  of  Brother  James  M.  Brondidge  the  re- 
port on  the  M.  M.  Degree  was  made  the  Special  Order 
for  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
as  the  regular 

dTANDING  ComiriTEES. 

On  Chibtsbxd  Lodgkb. 

No.1. 


Homes  W.  Bowere, 
BeDJamin  F.  Wonen, 
Eli  D.  Uehu^, 
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No.  2. 


Angus  M.  Scott, 
David  C.  Wright, 
Anderson  Ward, 

George  R.  Sullivan, 
Levi  Wilkinson, 
William  T.  Chapman, 

Gnstavus  Legg, 
Amasa  L.  Palmer, 
Thomas  H.  Barge, 

James  S.  Dickinson, 
Joseph  A.  Moore, 
George  Peacock, 

William  S.  Penick, 
Charles  B.  Whitfield, 
George  B.  Famham, 

Henry  A.  Garrett, 
John  J.  Young, 
Jesse  P.  Taylor, 

Thomas  H.  Bailey, 
Edgar  A.  McFerran, 
David  D.  Kent, 

Balph  T.  Armstrong, 
Andrew  J.  Shepherd, 
Elbert  M.  Avery, 

James  Collier  Foster, 
William  W.  Smith, 
John  L.  Thomas. 

On 

John  DeLoaoh, 
Charles  Crawley, 
James  M.  Allen, 


No.  3. 


No.  4. 


No.  5. 


No.  6. 


No.  7. 


No.  8. 


No.  9. 


No.  10. 


John  S.  Bronangb, 
Uriah  Tidwell. 


Andrew  J.  Nunnelly, 
David  Monasco. 


Moses  D.  Pinson, 
John  Arnold. 


Thomas  P.  Whitby, 
Hannibal  H.  McNeilL 


William  H.  May, 
Edwin  H.  Hobinson. 


James  G.  Kelly, 
Leonidas  W.  Payne. 


Frederick  H.  Smith, 
Thomas  H.  Bradford. 


Thomas  B.  Foster, 
Samuel  C.  Nabers. 


David  C.  Armstrong, 
David  C.  Byrne. 


Dispensations. 

No.  1. 

Howell  L.  Peebles, 
John  W.  Jones. 
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Alfred  McGee, 
James  AruiHttoiig, 
OeoTge  W.  Porter, 


01i*er  S.  Baeis, 
John  A.  Sean, 
James  D.  Trtus, 


Theodote  Tiedemao, 
Addiion  F.  Wbitb;. 


On  Bi-IiLWB. 


John  Y.  Jobnatoa,  JobD  8.  Blal 

Anthoaj'  H.  SelUts.  Alei&nder  B 

WiUiam  A.  O'Ham, 

Oh  Pbopositiohh  ahd  GBiEVUJcm. 
Daniel  Smith,  Stephen  C.  j 

James  Kent,  John  A.  Vat 

William  J.  Thome, 

Ob  Donrofl  or  OoAtm  OnrcKBa. 
Williani  S.  Ford,  Jame«  0.  Qt 

Heury  E.  Haral,  James  T.  M 

Loviob  H.  Godwin, 


William  S,  Foster, 
BoDJamin  F.  Savnge, 
Jamea  G.  Co\rao, 


Jamea  Hilton, 
0«OTge  D.  Hanks. 


And  then,  after  prayer  by  tbe  B.  W.  and  Ber.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  wub  called  from  labor  to 
Tefreshment  until  this  evenitig  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  7,  1880. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Tompkins,  presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  John  A.  Sears,  heretofore  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  property  of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  137, 
which  forfeited  its  charter  in  1873,  submitted  a  report, 
which,  together  with  a  petition  from  the  members  of 
Weogufka  Lodge  No.  378,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  P.  G.  M.;  txom  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  address,  made 
the  following  report,  and  it  was  received  and  concurred 
in  : 

REPORT  ON  THE  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

2o  the  M.  W.  Grand  Ijodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  the  Gmnd  Master's  address,  fervently  joins  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  praises  to  Him  to  whom  praise  alone  is  dae. 

We  have  not  had  time  to  consider  the  able  address,  as  we  woald  be 
glad  to  do,  but  have  contented  oarselves  with  referring  the  several  sab- 
jects  of  which  it  treats  to  appropriate  Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

So  much  as  relates  to  the  granting  of  Charters  and  Dispensations  to 
the  Committee  ou  DispeuRations. 
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The  Beveral  rnlingH  nf  thu  Qtaod  Miwt«r,  and  enpecially  Hue.  7  aad  26, 
to  the  Comnjittee  on  Miuoaic  Jarinpradence. 

Yoar  Cnmrnittoe  voaXd  Hii(;ge4t  thnt  12  o'clock  M.,  of  Wedoesday 
next,  be  fixed  aa  the  time  for  the  cecejilion  and  reoognition,  of  Bepre- 
santRtiTeB,  DOQiiontud  by  the  Ornod  Manter,  aod  appoioted  hj  other 
Oraad  JDTiadictions  to  lepresent  tham  near  this  Omod  Lodge. 

In  conclaiioD,  we  coagmtulata  the  Fraternity,  that  notwithetanding 
maDj  of  UB,  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  hare  cause  for  regret  and 
deep  concern  for  the  iFiiiguishing  condition  of  the  frateroitf  in  onr 
tnidut.  that  the  Grand  MnKter.  nfter  a  survey  of  the  whole  field,  giyes  qh 
cheering  tidin^H  of  general  prosperity  throaifhoat  the  jnriadictjon. 

Fruternnlty  Huhuiitl«d, 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON.  ChairiDnD. 
PALMER  J.  PILLANS, 
H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG. 

Brother  Henry  A.  Garrett,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodge,  "So.  7,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concnrred  in  : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  (Ac  .\t.  W.  (hand  Lodgi  of  Alabama: 

Your  GoDiiuittee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  beg  leave  to  report  tbnt 
Ihey  have  carefnlly  exumined  the  BetnrDii  sahiuilled  to  them,  and  fiod 
the  followiog  to  be 


Monnt  Plessant No.  21111 

WindCrei.k ■'  'i^l 

Butler  Sprini^H. <>  2TU 

Pen  River,  1879  and  ISfiO..   "  -271 

Clifton ■■  272 

Frankfort ■'  275 

Northern. "  STB 

Spring  Hill ■'  3W 

Charles  BAakorrilla  "  281 

Kichnioiid,  1S79  and  1880,   "  282 

GeorgiADB ■'  285 

Walker "  286 

Clinton ■'  287 

Ail  of  which  IB  frstemallf  submitted. 


Gilleapie  

Fort  beposit 

CBLtrat  City 

Jonesboro 

Cluttsville 

Warrenton     

Pleasant  Hill 

Viola 

Madison  Station 

Forkland,  1879 and  1680. . 
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Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  from  the  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama : 

Tour. Committee  ou  Suspensions,  Expnlsions,  and  Appeals,  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report : 

Appeal 

Of  Brother  J.  W.  Jones,  Wor.  Master  of  Tombigbee  Lodge  No.  IDO, 
from  the  decision  of  said  lodge  in  the  case  of  James  E.  Adams,  who  was 
tried  by  said  lodge  under  the  charge  of  immoral  and  unmasonic  con- 
duct, with  specifications  setting  forth  that  Adams  was,  on  three  occa- 
sions, in  a  state  of  intoxication  from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  ;  and 
that,  on  a  certain  occasion  indicated,  he — Adams — made  use  of  con- 
temptuous and  insulting  language  in  respect  of  the  masonic  fraternity. 
During  the  trial  it  became  evident  that  there  could  be  no  reiuonable 
doubt  of  Adams'  guilt,  save  as  regarded  specification  3d,  which  accused 
him  of  intoxication  in  one  instance.  It  also  appeared  that,  some  time 
after  the  use  of  the  contemptuous  and  insulting  language  referred  to, 
Adams  intimated  that  he  had  probably  said  too  much.  The  lodge  voted 
him  guilty,  and  reprimanded  him.  Satisfied  of  Adams*  guilt,  your 
Committee  considers  the  penalty  imposed  on  him  quite  too  trivial 
8nch  nominal  punishments  encourage  the  commission  of  similar,  nay, 

«ven  more  aggravated  offenses  ;  they  wink  at  repeated   violations  of 
masonic  law. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Tombigbee  Lodge  be  reversed, 
and  that  James  E.  Adams  be  suspended  from  the  privileges  of  masonry 
for  six  moLths. 

Appeal 

Of  Brother  John  A,  Milner  from  the  decision  of  Monroeville  Lodge  No. 
153,  which  enforced  one  of  its  by-laws,  requiring  that  the  unanimous 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  said  lodge  shall  be  necessary  to 
reinstate  a  person  who  has  been  suspended  or  expelled,  in  the  case  of 
a  brother  who  had  been  suspended  for  a  definite  time,  and  who,  the 
term  of  his  suspension  having  expired,  asked  to  be  reinstated. 
Tlte   Wor.   Master  held  in  accordance  with   the  provisions  of  the 
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by-law  above  indicated,  but  Brother  Milner  appealed,  from  this  deoi* 
sioD,  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Your  Committee,  being  of  the  opinion  that,  in  cAse  of  definite  soBpen* 
sion,  the  party  snBpended  does,  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  re- 
sume his  good  standing  in  the  lodge,  by  operation  of  law,  anless  he  be 
under  new  charges  preferred,  recommends  that  the  decision  of  Monroe* 
ville  Lodge  No.  1.53,  in  said  case,  be,  and  is  hereby  reversed. 

Appeal 

Of  Brother  G.  A.  Alexander  from  the  decision  of  Hopewell  Lodge  No. 
193,  which  exempted  from  trial  and  punishment  Japies  M.  Reynolds 
and  Stephen  L.  Smith,  who  were  charged  with  gross  unmasonic  conduct, 
under  specifications  alleging  that  Reynolds  used  abusive  and  insulting 
language  towards  Smith  and  challenged  him  to  mortal  combat,  and  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  Smith  used  abusive  and  insulting  language  towards 
Reynolds,  invited  him  to  a  trial  of  manhood  in  a  pugilistic  encounter, 
and  sought  to  take  the  life  of  a  Master  Mason  by  accepting  irom  him  a 
challenge  to  mortal  combat. 

When  the  parties  were  ready  for  trial  the  Master  asked  Reynolds 
whether  he  did,  or  did  not  plead  guilty,  he— Reynolds^-did  plead  gailty 
and  ask  the  lodge  to  forgive  him.  Then  the  appellant  objected  that  the 
lodge  being  in  possession  of  the  cause,  the  charges  and  specifications 
could  not  be  withdrawn  without  unanimous  consent ;  but  the  Worship- 
ful Master  overruled  the  objection  and  put  the  vote  on  withdrawal  of 
the  charges  and  forgiveness  of  Reynolds  ;  and  by  a  majority  vote  it  was 
carried. 

A  like  disposition  was  made  of  the  case  of  Smith,  save  that  the  record 
fails  to  show  a  plea  of  guilt  on  the  part  of  Smith. 

To  your  Committee  the  brethren  of  Hopewell  Lodge  appear  to  have 
been  derelict  in  duty  ;  for  they  permitted  these  offenders  to  escape 
without  the  slightest  penalty,  not  to  mention  their  disregard  of  the 
Grand  Master's  ruling  on  the  question  of  the  right  to  withdraw  charges, 
when  a  trial  has  began,  without  unanimous  consent. 

We  recommend  the  following :— Hopewell  Lodge  No.  193  has  incurred 
the  censure  of  this  Grand  Lodge ;  further,  James  M.  Reynold,  is  sus- 
pended indefinitely  by  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  said  lodge  be 
instructed  to  try  Stephen  L.  Smith  under  said  charges  and  specifica* 
tions. 

Brother  Angus  M.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

We,  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  make 
the  followiDg  report.     After  investigatioD  we  find  the  following 

cobbect: 


New  Market  No.  52 

Greening **    '^'■ 

Amity '* 

Troy.   *• 

Benton *• 

Tompkinsville. •• 

Eureka *• 

Liberty .    .    .  ** 

Hampden  Sidney *• 


54 
56 
59 
61 
ij4 
65 
67 


Central No.  70 


Tohopeka 

Widow's  Sou . . , 

Fredonia 

Saint  Stephens. 
Friondship .... 

Erophotic , 

Meridian  Suu . , 


71 
72 
79 
81 
83 
81 
88 


INCORRECT  : 

Jeffebson  No.  51. — For  2  years,  the  word  none  not  inserted  where  it 
ought  to  be.     Recapitulation  not  filled  out 

TusKEGEE  No.  57. — Under  the  heading  of  Degrees  conferred,  the  word 
none  not  written  where  it  ought  to  be,  and  numbers  in  Eecapitulation 
lettered  out  instead  of  being  in  figures. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62. — A  neat  Return  and  correct  except  not  signed  by 
the  W.  M. 

Social  No.  63. — A  genoral  carelessness  pervades  the  whole  Return. 
Heading  not  filled  out.  Initials  used  in  nearly  every  name.  J.  R.  Cox 
is  set  down  in  the  list  of  members  as  Secretary,  but  it  is  signed  by 
Charles  H.  Jemigau,  as  Secretary  ;  and  the  latter  is  put  down  in  the 
list  of  members  as  Treasurer.  The  fee  for  Raising  is  put  down  in  the 
table  of  Fees  at  $10,  but  in  the  body  of  the  certification  it  is  thus — $00. 
The  time  of  meeting  is  put  down  as  the  15th  in  every  month,  which 
might  be  somewhat  awkward  it  the  15th  happened  to  come  on  Sunday. 
No  Seal 

HoLSEY  No.  68.— Seal  put  on  upside  down,  and  with  wax,  which  is 
already  crumbling.  Date  A.  L.  not  filled  out.  One  raised  in  July  not 
put  down  in  the  list  of  members — due  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Howard  No.  69. — Numbers  in  Recapitulation  lettered  out  instead  of 
being  in  figures  according  to  directions. 

CoKEBViLLE  No.  75.— Initials  Bud  abbreviations  used  throughout  the 
Ketum,  list  of  members  not  numbered,  errors  in  date  corrected  in  pen- 
>cil,  and  signed  by  the  W.  M.  in  pencil. 

Auburn  No.  76. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  faint  impression  of  a 
seal,  bat  totally  illegible. 
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Gboztzi  No.  78. — Error  ii 
itulatiou  a^ys  none. 

WiLcoi  No.  80. -No  HeaL 

Belletohte  No.  63.— For  3  jean  generally  iacorrect. 

PaiTTTiujE  No.  81)— DateA.D.  aoilA.  L.  not  filled  oDt.  Not  signed 
by  the  W.  U.  Fe«  for  loiliMioD  Bet  dovD  at  SIO,  whereas  the  coa- 
etitatiOQ  of  the  Qniud  Lodge  required  that  it  elmll  not  be  lees  than 
$15. 

PnsTEit  No.  90.— AbbreviatioDH  lined,  Seal  illegible,  wrong  date  in 
the  capliou  in  (hnt  it  states— commenciug  on  the  15th  Norembor  1880, 
iDstcad  of  1879. 

Fratemally  submitted. 

ANGD8  M.  SCOTT, 

Cbairmaii. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  H.   K.   DEOBEE. 

Brother  Mylea  J.  Greene,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  report  on  the  M.  M.  Degree,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concnrred  in. 

Brother  George  E.  SolUvan,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concarred  in  : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHABTEBED  LODQEB  NO.  3. 

To  Iht  il.  W.  Grand  Lodge  t^  Al/Aama : 

Your  Coinmittoe  on  ChuT(«Ted  Lodges  No.  3,  luive  caiefoUy  eiamiiied 
the  Returns  Gubmitted  to  Ebem,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 


Tuclcabatcbee. 

Iiozalialehee. 

Hartwell 

Ntiwbem— 2  yearn. . 

ShUoh 

Hermon 

Oak  Bowery 

Forest  Hill 

Porryrille 


96  NotosDlga No.  119 

97  CampHill ••  130 

lUl    Hemdon '•  126 

103   Mortimer  Beeder "  I2fi 

105  YorkviUe "  131 

106  Loachapoka "  fJH 

108  Wiley '■  134 

110  Columbia. "  136 
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INCORBECT  : 

Henbt  No.  91.— Adds  a  column  for  the  insertion  of  the  daes  to  each 
name,  which  is  not  required  by  the  blank  return. 

Fulton  No.  98.— No  date  to  reinstatements,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M- 

SaIjEM  No.  99. — Name  of  lodge  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  104. — W.  M.  signed  the  return  where  the  name 
of  the  lodge  ought  to  be. 

Choctaw  No.  107. — Eecapitulation  lettered  out,  and  not  botween  the 
braces  ;  heading  wrongly  filled  out  for  18^0  and  1881. 

Sylvan  No.  111. — For  2  years,  seal  illegible  and  probably  put  on  with 
lamp-black  ;  table  of  Dues  does  not  state  how  many  are  paid  for,  and 
how  many  are  M.  G's. 

Havana  No.  123. — One  M.  M.  put  under  the  head  of  F.  C  ,  and  date 
of  Raising  given  as  Hth  Sep.  188 ;  abbreviations  used. 

Felix  No.  124. — Date  of  heading  of  the  Return  not  filled  out ;  date 
A.  L.  in  certification  not  filled  out,  initials  used,  and  fees  in  the  certifi- 
cation do  not  agree  with  those  in  the  table  of  Fees. 

Bolivar  No.  127.  —No  date  to  Suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

G.  R.  SULLIVAN. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Gustavus  Legg,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.   4. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  have  carefully  examined 
the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 

CORRECT : 


Unity No.  136   Fayetteville  Authentic. 


Shelby 

Bethel •• 

Fraternity 

Missouri,  2  years 
Eastaboga 


tt 


tt 


(t 


140 
141 
145 
146 
155 


Clopton 

Fellowship , 

Andrew  Jackson. 

Davie 

Desotoville 


No.  163 
171 
172 
173 
176 
178 


incorrect  : 


Baldwin  No.  142. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  some  faint  ap- 
pearanoe  of  a  seal,  but  entirely  illegible. 
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BUBLBMN  No.  143.— The  name«  of  tvo  who  wars  entered,  paased,  and 
TaiBed,  are  under  all  three  beads.  Being  now  M.  M.  their  names  shonid 
appenr  onl;  under  tbat  head,  with  tbe  dates  affiled.  In  the  tuble  of 
Feed  the  lodge-daes  pei  annitn),  mcA  ntcintwr,  is  set  down  at  S11.50, 
wbich  is  obyionsly  an  error.     Seal  illegible. 

Dau:tiu£Nu.  141.— Seol  illegible. 

RoDQEmTiLLB  No.  147. — Number  of  members  not  set  down  in  the 
table  of  Duea,  no  seaL 

(JoLO  WiTiiB  No.  118.  —Seal  crank-xidad  and  illegible. 

MoxHOEviLLE  No.  153.— Heading  not  filled  oat,  table  of  F«e«  not 
filled  out.  sea!  illegible. 

Nubl'boh  No.  151. ^The  name  of  F.  C.  under  both  lieadB  of  K  A. 
and  F.  C,  sliould  oaly  be  oader  the  latter  with  the  proper  dates. 

MAiaviu.E  No.  IS8.— Table  of  Daea  not  filled  out,  no  date  bi  Suspen- 
HiooB  N.  p.  D.,  no  post-office. 

SnutEH  No  166. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  baok.  seal  orank- 
fiided. 

BtTEHA  VisTk  No.  16!).— Name  and  nnmber  not  iudomed  on  the  back, 
Kecapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Elbi  No.  170.- No  seal. 

EzEL  No.  175.— Uses  initials  nud  abbreTiationa,  has  14  membera  and 
pnyH  daea  for  only  8,  the  other  6  not  appealing  to  be  U.  G's.,  due  the 
Grand  X^dge  S3. 

MooNT  HnjJABD  No.  ISO. -Heading  erroneonsly  filled  out  .ia  com- 
mencing on  the  IGth  of  November  1880  instead  of  1679. 

Fraternally  BUbmitted, 

OUSTAVUS  LEGG, 

CbaimiaTi. 

Brother  Horace  W.  Bowers,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  leport, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concarted  in ; 

REBORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  SO.   1. 

lb  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report.  They  have  examined  UieBetnma  aabmitted  to  them, 
and  Gad  tbe  following 
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CORRECT : 


Helion.  1880 No.    1 

Rising  Virtue •»  4 

Macon ••  7 

Farrar *•  8 

Athens *•  16 

Saint  Albans *•  22 

LftFayette ..  "  20 


Autanga No.  'M 

Washington •*  36 

Wetumpka ••  3i> 

Mobile *♦  40 

Livingston *•  41 

Gaston *•  44 

Deuiopolis *'  49 


Selma  Fraternal  .     "    i>7 1  Union •*    50 

INCORRECT  : 

HxLioN  No.  1. — For  1879,  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  suspen- 
sions N.  P.  D.  in  Ai)ril. 

MouLTON  No.  6.— Table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not  filled  out. 

Royal  White  Hart  No.  10.— No  date  to  Reinstated  and  Rejected. 

Montgomery  No.  11. — Entered  since  last  Returns  should  be  3  instead 
ot  4. 

Dale  No.  25.— Initials  and  abbreviations  throughout  the  Return. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29.— Caption  wrong  as  commencing  in  1880  instead 
of  1879. 

CouRTLAND  No.  37.— Seal  illegible. 

Hiram  No.  42. — No  S.  W.  reported,  probably  dead,  but  a  S.  W.  pro 
iem.  should  have  been  supplied. 

Hakmont  No.  46.  —Disfigured  by  names  being  blotted  out. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

HORACE  W.  BOWERS, 

Chairman. 
REPORT  ON  TESTIMONIAL. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  P.  G.  M.,  from  the  Com- 
mittee heretofore  appointed  to  procure  a  testimonial 
for  presentation  to  P.  G.  M.  Henry  Clay  Armstrong, 
made  a  report  that  the  duty  had  been  performed,  and 
that  the  testimonial  was  now  ready  for  presentation, 
which  report  was  received  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged ;  and  the  hour  of  8J  o'clock  this  evening  was 
set  for  the  presentation. 

The  Brother  Grand  Secretary  oflFered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

ROANOKE  LODGE   NO.   132. 
Reaolvtd^  T\ial  BxMiSiokA  Lodge  No.  132,  which  has  ceased  to  work 
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for  the  last  font  jents,  be  Teinatated  iipou  the  payment  of  tbirt;  fiva 
dollars  o[  Aaea,  and  tbe  mombers  be  aiitborized  to  asseoible,  elect  otll- 
ceTN,  Bud  proceed  to  work. 

Brother  Daniel  Smitli,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Prop- 
ositions and  QreiTances,  made  tbe  following  report : 

REPORT  ON  FBOPOSmONB  AND  QRIETANCES. 
No.  1. 

lo  Bit  3L  H'.  Grand  Ladgt  q^  Alabataa: 

YoorCommitleeoQ  PropoBitioDnnod  OrieTancen,  to  wbom  waa  leferred 
the  petitiou  of  Socinl  Ijoilge.  No.  63.  locatud  at  Eoon.  for  penDutnion  to 
remove  (o  "Tbiee  Notch",  oa  the  MnDtgoiner?  &  Earanla  Bailtoad,  b^ 
lonve  to  report  that  the;  bnve  carefully  cousiilured  the  same,  and  find 
that  said  Lndge  baa  only  twelve  membeni.  and.  as  set  forth  in  tbeir 
petition,  contemplated  remoiHU  will  Blill  further  redace  tbeir  Dambet, 
BO  that  it  will  be  impoiviible  for  tbem  to  keep  up  tbeir  organization  dd- 
leiin  their  prayer  in  grantad  ;  thnt  at  "Three  Notch"  there  are  seveml 
noD-affiliatod  masone,  and  othent  dexicoDB  of  joiniug  their  Lodge  if  re- 
moved to  that  place  ;  that  it  is  a  "flourishing  place,"  aod  that  there  is 
a  Lodge  Hall  there  alrendy  prepared,  and  if  permitted  to  move  there 
they  can  keep  np  their  or^nization  and  do  well. 

It  further  appoiira  to  your  comiuittee  that  "Three  Notch''  is  within 
four  miles  of  Midway  Lodge,  aud  as  tbe  "Orand  Lodge  Code"  prohibits 
the  eiiliiblishiDeiit  cf  new  Ludgex  in  such  oenr  proiimity  to  each  other, 
your  Committee  feels  onniilhorized  to  recommend  the  prayer  of  the 
pelilioners. 

But  hh  it  farther  nppivirH  to  your  committee  that  Midway  Lodge  had 
recommended,  in  proper  form,  (he  estnblishmeDt  of  a  nfiD  Lodge  to  be 
compowd  in  part  of  Memberx  of  Social  Lodge  No.  63,  to  be  located  at 
"Three  NoCrh."  but  sHhnfijiitnil^,  fiadiug  that  Social  Lodge  desired  to 
moTH  to  thnt  place,  baa  cxpresaed  a  preference  to  such  remoTal,  lather 
than  the  eHlabliabinent  of  n  new  Lodge  there. 

In'  TJew  of  the  aboie  fflcls,  your  committee  most  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  tbe  siibjecrt  be  teterred  to  tbe  moat  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
with  full  power  toact,  as  in  bis  judgment  may  seem  best  for  the  interest 
of  the  fraternity. 

All  of  which  is  resiiectfolly  and  Maternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  BUITH, 

Chairman. 

Wbicb  report  was  so  amended  by  tbe  Grand  Iiodge 
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as  to  recommend  the  removal,  and  then  the  repK>rt  was 
concurred  in. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 


GRAND  LODQE  0?  AIABAUA. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednsday  Mobnino,  December  8, 1880. 
The  Gr&Qd  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
bor at  11  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry  Clay 
Tompkins,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Qrand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

Brother  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  P.  G.  M.  offered  a  resola- 
tion  that  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  be  made  the 
special  order  for  6^  o'clock  this  evening,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  the  following  special  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 
7;>  the  M.  ir.  Grand  Ltuhje  of  Alabama  : 

YoDr  Committee  on  Foreign  CorrettpoiideDCe  beg  lenTS  to  moke  a 
special  rapiiit  on  the  topia  of  controreTBiul  Jnrisdictioaal  invalTements, 
nOecting  Grftod  LoilgnH  either  in  correapondeace  with,  or  seekiog  aaoh 
iDtercoarae,  with  tbia Grand  Body. 

Tbey  are  Happy  to  KtaCo  that  mast  of  the  diBputes  of  thnt  description, 
to  vhicb  your  ntteutton  bait  beretol'ore  been  nailed,  bare  beea  satisfao- 
torily  adjusted,  nnd  !□  a  maimer  equally  creditable  to  the  masoaia 
cbatocteT  of  the  cooteBtaiits,  and  promotive  of  the  geoBTal  reoogailion 
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and  establishment  of  the  American  theory  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty. 
The  controversies  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  and  that  of  Scot- 
land, though  still  unadjasted,  as  is  also  the  case  with  that,  between  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  representing  the  American  system  of  govern- 
ment and  the  Grand  Lodge  League  of  Germany,  arising  from  the  per- 
sistent claim  of  the  latter  to  concurrent  jurisdiction  within  American 
territory,  indicate,  in  their  present  state,  a  nearer  approach  to  final  and 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

The  regretable  controversy  among  oar  brethren  of  Cuba,  we  are  grati- 
fied to  announce,  has  been  amicably  and  honorably  settled ;  resulting  in 
the  establishment  of  one  United  Grand  Lodge  on  that  Island,  recog- 
nizing and  founded  upon  the  American  principle  of  the  independent 
and  exclusive  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge  over  the  symbolic  degrees, 
and  pledged  to  conserve  the  interests  and  dignity  of  that  system  of  Ma- 
sonic Government.  The  name  assumed  by  the  New  Grand  Lodge  is 
"The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,**  and  we 
heartily  recommend  tho  full  recognition  of  this  new  sister  sovereignty 
to  be  indicated  by  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

OLIVER  a  BEERS. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Oliver  S.  Beers,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings. 

Brother  James  S.  Dickinson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodgas  No.  5,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report.  They  have  examined  with  much  care  the  Retnms 
snbmitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following 

CORRECT  : 


Aberfoil No.  181 

Clintonville «*  183 

Delta ••  189 

Tombigbee "  190 

Brush  Creek •'  191 

Chattahoochee "  192 

Hopewell **  193 

Hillabee "  197 

Sylacauga "  200 


Valley , No.  203 

Manning  Spring •*  204 

Pettusville  **  207 

Alexandria «•  208 

Marshall •. . . .  **  209 

Spring  Hill "  217 

Sam  Dixon ••  218 

Lineville ••  219 
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ikoobbeot: 

Landmabk  No.  187. —For  2  yean.  In  tbe  Betorns  for  1879  William 
L.  Williamson  is  rei>orted  as  Suspended  N.  P.  D.,  and  yet  his  name  i» 
pat  among  the  regular  members  ;  while  in  the  Retom  for  1880  he  is  re- 
ported as  having  been  reinstated,  and  his  nai&e  is  not  pnt  in  the  list  of 
members.     Table  of  Dues  in  the  last  Betnm  is  not  filled  ont. 

EiiiioEE  No.  199.— Secretary  has  added  a  eolomn  for  putting  the 
amount  of  dues  to  each  name,  which  is  not  required  by  tbe  blank. 
Seal  illegible. 

YoBK  No.  211.— Two  deaths  and  no  dates. 

BuiLDEBt  No.  215.— Seal  illegible,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  S.  DICKINSON, 
THOMAS  P.  WHITBY, 
JOSEPH  A.  MOOBE, 
GEOBGE  PEACOCK. 

Committee. 

Brother  Thomas  H.  Bailey,  from  the  Committee  od 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

BEPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  Na  8. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  make  tbe  following  re- 
port. They  have  examined  with  much  care  the  Betums  submitted  ta 
them,  and  find  tbe  following 

COBBECT  : 


Charity No.  3:U 

Nanafalia 

Georgiana  Davis 

Clear  Creek,  2  years 

Bagan 

Echo 

Bienville 

Ozark 

Sipsey,  2  years 

Wilson  Williams 


H35 
338 
340 
341 
345 
348 
349 
350 
351 


Bock  Mills No.  36? 

Barbour ••  358 

Scottsboro,  2  years **  359 

Pleasant  Site  "  36^ 

Houston,  2  years **  365 

Cotaco ••  366 

Chandler ••  367 

Cross  Plains •*  368 

Athelstan '*  36^ 


iNCOBBEcrr : 


Blue  Eye  No.  332. — No  dates  to  Entering,  Ffeissing,  and  Baising. 
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OiiivEB  No.  334.— No  namber,  or  name,  or  date  on  the  back,  or 
arooant  of  daes.     One  M.  G.  not  noticed  in  the  table  of  ''Daes." 

Johnson  No.  337.— Initials  used  to  several  names. 

PisEYiLLE  No.  344. — No  date  on  back  of  Beturns,  Heading  errone- 
oos  in  that  it  commences  in  1880  when  it  should  be  1879. 

HuBTViLiiE  No.  346. — Number  of  M.  G.  not  set  down  in  the  table  of 
Dues.     Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Heaton  No.  354. — None  of  the  blanks  at  the  bottom  of  the  report  are 
filled  out,  and  not  signed  by  either  Master  or  Secretary. 

RuTiiEDOE  No.  357. — Shows  25  members  and  dues  paid  for  only  18, 
and  only  2  M.  G's.,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge   $2.50.     Master's 
name  signed  in  the  wrong  place,  seal  illegible. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

THOMAS  H.  BAILEY, 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  S.  Penick,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPOUT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

7b  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  Returns  placed  in  their  hands,  and 
find  the  following 

ooRBEcn : 


Sandy  Ridge,  2  years No.  223 


Bexar. 

Sepulga 

Harpersville , 
Tallassee  . 

Bowen 

Ramer 


230 
233 
235 
237 
241 
243 


Cropwell,  2  years No.  247 

Camp  Creek ♦«  251 

North  Port ••  252 

Quitman «*  254 

Ervin •*  257 

Talladega »«  261 

Highland •'  ^62 


INCORRECT  : 


Weetern  Star  No.  222.  —No  representation  appears  on  face  of  re- 
turns. 

Newton  No.  •;i24.— In  degrees  conferred,  under  the  head  of  Fellow- 
craft  and  Entered  Apprentices,  the  word  *  none '  not  written,  as  in- 
quired. 
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hofKTTLtx  No.  235.— Fails  to  name  post-offlce  and  oonuty, 

Sakta  Fe  No,  22G. ^Generally  incorrect. 

James  Penn  No.  227.— Bepotte  one  reiii«Cnted  and  fiiils  to  noti)  it  in 
proper  place.     B«ports  one  affiliated,  but  doeH  not  give  tbe  name. 

Docs  Sfrino  No, 'J31.— For  2  yeais.  Tbe  woidrunM  isDot  writteo  uu- 
der  tbe  head  of  Dimitted.  Doder  head  of  Dans,  DninbeT  of  memlwra 
and  nioiBtete  not  giren.     No  data  to  the  Beports, 

Faibhodnt  No.  !j:)S.— Dne«  $1.00  sborl.  One  memlMT  reported  dead, 
and  DO  date  at  deatb. 

Cooa*  No.  2ia.~No  date. 

Dawson  No.  244.  -Diidet  bead  of  Daea,  namber  of  members  and 
miDistvre  omitted. 

Sabbison  No.  24G. — Under   bead  of  Dnes.  nnmber  of  members  oot 

Lawbencb  No.  248.— Ho  repreeentation.  Dnder  bead  of  Does,  aam- 
ber  of  membera  and  ministera  uot  giieo. 

Ah\nd  No.  250. — Under  bead  of  DaeM,  tbe  nnmber  of  members  and 
ministem  not  giTen. 
JUnDOLPfl  Ho,  258.— Heading  not  filled  out. 
Walnct  Obotb  Ho.  2ft4,— Does  not  give  fall  name  of  a  member. 
Mbbidun  Ho.  265. — Ho  representation  marked  on  back  of  retnrnB. 
Fraternally  anbmitled, 

WM.  S.  PEHICK,  Chairman. 

C.  B.  WHITFIELD, 

EDWIN  H,  BOBIHSON, 

W.  H.  M\Y. 

Brother  James  Collier  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No,  10,  made  the  foUowiDg  report, 
aud  the  report  was  received  and  concnrred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODOEB  NO.   10, 

Tuihe  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  <^  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Cbarterod  Lodftea  Ho.  10,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  tbcy  have  examined  the  returns  sDbmitted  to  thnm,  and  find  tbe 
following 


Hilliboro. No.  40S 

Pond  Town "    Kfd 

Helena "    410 

Amberaon. "    412 

Oak  Level "    415 

Hilton,  2  years "    419 


Broomtown No.  420 

Cailman  Fraternal "  421 

Clanton    "  42S 

George  Wilson  "    424 

Temple "   126 
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INOOBBECT  : 

DoBic  No.  406.— Seul  upside  down. 

Jemison  No.  411.— Seal  npside  down. 

High  Shoals  No.  413.— Dates  not  filled  ont. 

SuiiPHXTit  Springs  No.  414.— In  the  list  of  Members,  13  names  are 
given,  3  of  them  ministers.  Under  the  head  of  Becapitiilation,  the 
number  of  members  in  good  standing  is  12.  Under  the  head  of  Dues 
reported,  9  members  at  50  cents— $4.50 — and  3  ministers,  making  1^ 
members. 

Geoboe  Smith  No.  417.  —No  seal. 

Shobtebville  No.  422. — In  the  list  of  Members  30  names  are  given, 
2  of  them  ministers.  Under  the  head  of  Recapitulation,  the  number 
of  members  in  good  standing  is  36.  Under  the  head  of  Dues  reported, 
33  members  at  50  cents — $16.50 — and  2  ministers,  making  but  35  mem> 
bers. 

Daniel  Pbatt  No.  426. — Initials  instead  of  full  first  name  of  one 
member. 

GoKETON  No.  427. — Name  of  one  affiliate  left  off  the  list. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  COLLIER  FOSTER, 

Chairman. 

REPRESENTATIVES  RECEIVED. 

The  hour  of  12  o'clock,  M.,  having  arrived,  the  fol- 
lowing newly  appointed  representatives  of  other  Grand 
Lodges  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  viz : 

George  P.  Harrison  Jr.,  for  Prince  Edward  Island. 
George  F.  Moore,  for  Canada. 
Stephen  H.  Beasley,  for  British  Columbia. 
Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  for  Indian  Territory — 

Were  presented  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
cordially  received  and  welcomed  as  the  representatives 
of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  by  which  they  was  ac- 
credited. 

The  Grand  Secretary  regrets  to  say  that  Brother 
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Horatio  C.  GrayaoD,  the  repreBentativ©  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Bhode  Island  was  not  present. 

ON  CODIFICATION. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Palmer  J.  Fillans,  Brother 
Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M.,  waa  added  to  the 
Committee  on  Codification. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

PUBLISHINQ  THE  CODE. 

Hfsolvrd,  Tlwt  (be  Conimitlee  Qu  CodificntioQ  be  atilborized ,  Id  con- 
jnnctioD  wilh  the  R  W  GitmA  SocretHry,  to  pablinL  a  complete  Code, 
uontniniug  the  CooHtitutioo  of  the  Gmnd  Lodga.  the  Act  ot  Incorponi- 
tioa.  and  the  edicts  aad  decitiionu  of  the  ticuud  Lodge  in  force  at  Che 
ilate  of  publicntioD,  ud  eaily  as  practicable  ;  and  that  iu  binding  the 
same  they  require  a  enfficient  nunibfr  of  blank  pages  to  be  inserted 
Iberewith. 

Brother  John  De  Loach,  from  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  I,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.   1. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  iMd'je  of  Alabamn  : 

The  Committee  on  Dinpensalionii  No.  I  reapectfally  report  that  Uel- 
green  Lnd^e  No.  41!8,  a  lodge  working  under  a  Dispensation  from  this 
Uraud  Lodge,  and  n  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  raid  lodge  asking  that 
their  Dispensation  be  cdotiuued  one  year  longer.  Yoar  Committefl 
liftving  ha<l  the  same  under  counidi>iiitiou,  recommend  that  tbeir  Dis- 
peDKUliou  be  renewed  and  continued  for  one  year 

The  By-Laws  of  Milo  Ab^rcrombi*  Lodge  No.  429,  working  under  a 
DiapensatioD  from  thin  Grand  Lodge,  with  a  reqaest  that  their  Dispen- 
sation be  coutinoed.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the  DiHpensation 
ol  said  lodge  be  renewed  and  continued  for  one  year. 

The  Dispensation  and  uiiDutes  of  Coketon  Lodge  No.  127,  and  a  ra- 
qnmt  that  their  Dispensation  be  oootinned.     Your  Committee  have  ex- 
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amined  the  minntes  of  said  Lodge  and  find  them  neatly  kept  and  cor- 
rect, and  at  their  request,  we  recommend  that  their  Dispensation  be  re- 
newed and  continued  for  one  year  longer. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  Db  loach. 

Chairman. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 


QttiHD  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  8, 1880. 
The  GraDd  Lodge  was  called  from  refresbmeot  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Henry 
Clay  Tompkius,  presidiDg;  tbe  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  K.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approTed. 

Brother  Balph  T.  Armstrong,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report,  and 
tbe  report  was  received  and  concarred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHABTEBED  L0DOE8  NO.   9. 
To  Hie  M.  W.  QrarA  J^t  of  Alabatna  ,• 

YoDT  Committee  on  Cbartcred  Lodges  No.  'J,  htviog  eiammed  the 
Keturns  submitted  to  them,  beg  to  report  Ibiit  the;  fiad  the  following 


Bell's  Lnnding 

Gtiineitville 

Saatii  Creek 

Weognfk^i     

Boburt  E.  Lee.  3  years. 

Ohntchee,  2  years 

E.  H.  Cook 

Ben  Pope,  'i  years  ... . 
Birmiosbam  Fraternal . 

Munford 

Trinity 

Nawbnrgh 


Vernon.  2  yeatB. . . . 
WeatbetH,2  yeara.. 

North  Border 

Hickory  Flut 

Opelika 

FalkvilLe 

Hnrlselle 

Haw  Bidge 

Hancevilte 

Qieen  Hill 

Childerabiug 

Hoboken. 


[.Tiixft  No.  371.  —None  ol  the  blaokH   □□  the  back  of  Betiirn 
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filled  up.     AbbceTiations  and  initials  used   tbrongboot  tbe  Betam ; 
Qomber  of  members  paying  dues  not  stated,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

LakbCityNo  377.— Number  on  the  back — 8.     Names  of  officers  of 
last  year  pat  down  instead  of  those  elected  at  the  last  election. 

Watekloo  Na  382. — Table  of  duas  not  filled  out,  nor  year  A.  L. 

VALiiEY  Head  No.  394.— Two  M.  G's.  put  down  in  the  table  of  Dues, 
bat  only  1  designated  in  the  list  of  members. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

B.  T.  ABMSTRONG, 

Chairman. 

Brother  "William  S.  Ford,  from  the  Committee  on 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

To  the  M.  \V.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

From  the  best  information  we  have,  wo  are  delighted  to  report,  that 
the  trusts  reposed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  Grand  Officers  have  been 
-executed  by  them  with  fidelity ,  and  that  they  are  deserving  of  the 
thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  energy  and  zeal  manifested  by  them 
during  the  past  year. 

The  official  acts  of  all  our  Grand  Officers  are,  in  every  respect,  highly 
<oommendable. 

All  of  which  \b  fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  S.  FORD, 
HENRY  E.  HURST, 
LOVICK  H.  GODWIN, 
JAMES  C.  GORDON, 
JAMES  T.  MORRIS, 

Committee. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Prop- 
ositions and  Grievances,  made  the  two  following  re- 
ports, and  the  reports  were  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

No.  2. 

To  ihe  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabatna : 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  recommendation  of  John 
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A.  SesTs,  that  the  propert;  "formetl;  belonging  to  BockfoTd  Lodge 
No.  137,  which  forfeited  its  charter  ia  the  yen  1873,  be  dispoBsd  of  by 
sale,''  together  with  the  petition  of  the  memben  of  Weogufka  Lodge 
No.  378.  risking  thla  Grand  Lodge  to  doiiAte  to  their  lodge  the  proeeocb 
nriBtDg  from  the  sale  of  said  property,  (o  eiiable  them  to  coiaplele  their 
nev  lodge  hiUI,  beg  Ie«ve  to  report  that  they  have  citiefnlly  considered 
the  same,  and  that  it  appears  to  the  eatisfaction  of  your  committee  that 
a  majority  of  said  petitioners  formerly  were  members  of  eaid  Bockford 
Lodge.  ¥oDr  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  property  referred 
to  be  sold  and  the  prayer  of  Weogafka  Lodge  be  granted. 
Fraternal  It  submitted, 

DANIEL  SUITH, 

ChairmaiL 

RETOKT  ON  PEOPOBITIONS  AKD  OSIEVANCES. 

No   3. 

Tn  Ihe  Mosl  Wi/rskip/tii  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  wta  re- 
ferred the  complaint  of  Harpersville  Lodge  No.  235,  against  Shelby 
Lodge  No.  110,  for  baviog  treapotuied  on  their  jnriiidictioQ  by  receiving 
petitions  o(,  and  conferring  degrees  on  "individuals  "  residing  in  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Harpersville  Lodge,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have 
carefully  considered  the  subject  and  find  that  Shelby  Lodge  ia  located 
at  Columbiana,  on  the  Selma,  Rome  and  Dnlton  Railroad,  the  county 
Bile  of  Shelby  county,  about  18  miles  from  Harpursvills,  where  Harpers- 
ville Lodge  is  located,  which  town  of  Harpersville  ia  about  9  miie« 
from  the  railroad  ;  that  Shelby  Lodge,  through  Iheir  representative,  ad- 
mils  having  received  petitions  of,  and  conferred  degrees  npon,  several 
candidates  living  about  I'i  miles  from  Shelby  Lod|{p  and  8  miles  from 
Harpersville  Lod){e,  but  that  thi^  was  done  inadvertently  and  without 
any  iutenlion  on  their  [mrt  to  do  injustice  to  Harpersville  Lodge,  and 
that  his  lodge  will   make  any   reHSotuible  settlement  with  Harporsville 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  whole  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  MoNt  Worshipful  Otand  Master  for  further  investigation 
and  Hettlem»nt. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  and  fraternally  anbmitted, 

DANIEL  SUTTH. 

Chairman. 

Siother  Joseph  H.  JohBSOQ,  F.  G.  M.,  from  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

7o  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yoar  Committee  on  Masonic  Jarispradence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Mt^ster,  recorded  in  his  address  to  the  pres- 
ent communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  numbered  from  1  to  27, 
inclusive,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  'and  have  given  the 
several  subjects  passed  upon  as  much  consideration  as  the  limited  time, 
amidst  the  multiplicity  of  masonic  duties,  crowded  into  the  past  few 
days,  would  allow. 

The  Committee  take  pleasure  in  statini;,  and  do  now  report  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  that  in  their  opinion  the  several  decisions  of  the  Grand 
Master  are  correct,  and  founded  upon  the  true  principles  oi  Masonic 
Law. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  said  decisions  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  charged  with  the  duty  of  codifying  the 
laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  instructions  to  include  them  in  the 
new  digest  of  laws,  to  be  printed  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  H.  JOHNSON. 
P.  J.  PILLANS. 
WILSON  WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 

SILVER  SERVICE  PRESENTED. 

And  then,  at  8J  o'clock,  the  Silver-Service  Set,  here- 
tofore voted  to  P.  G.  M.  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  was 
presented  in  fitting  terms  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
The  speeches  delivered  on  the  occasion  were  appropri- 
ate and  eloquent,  but  the  Grand  Secretary  has  not  been 
able  to  procure  copies  of  them  up  to  the  time  of  going 
to  press. 

REPORT  ON   FINANCE. 

Brotbei  0\Wet  8.  Beers,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
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oo  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  waa  received 
and  concurred  in. 

(For  Report  see  Appendix.J 

CHltOUO    PBESENTED. 

Brother  Grand  Junior  Warden,  on  behalf  of  Messieurs 
Monte  Pickens  and  Co.,  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
a  handsome  Ghromo  of  the  last  meeting  between  Gen- 
eral Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson ;  and  on  motion  of 
Brother  Mjles  J.  Greene,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  returned  to  the  muniSceut  donors. 

Brother  John  ¥.  Johnston,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON    BY-LAWS. 

To  the  il.  W.  (iTiind  lydye  of  Aliibaiiui  .- 
Voar  Cooituittee  on  Bit-Lawb  beg  leave  U>  make  the  rollowiog  repoit : 
The  by-lawa  of  Milo  Abercrouibie  Lodge  Na.  429,  arn  approved  ex- 
cept iiH  follows: 

Add  the  word  prfsnil  nt  thu  end  of  sectiOD  3,  which  provideH  fof 
DBuentimelit  for  purpoaua  therein  meatioaed. 

Also  ihut  KcctioQ  1  oi  Article  III  be  Kineoded  no  wt  to  make  the  fee 
for  the  F.  C.  Degree,  tire  doUuni,  and  foi  the  H.  M.  Degree,  tendoUus, 
iu  accoritaote  with  the  constitutioD. 

Your  Committee  huvo  alno  lunde  a  fen  verbal  iuterliaeatioDa  which 
were  Decennary,  but  do  not  alter  the  general  tenor  of  the  By-Laws. 
All  of  which  in  fruterually  eubmittdd. 

JOHN  T,  JOHNSTON. 

Chairuiau. 

And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  masonic  jear.  Brothers 
James  G.  Cowan  and  Henry  H.  Brown,  acting  as  tellers ; 
and  the  election  resulted  as  follows : 
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ELECTION   OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Henbt  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery.  .• Grand  Master. 

RuFus  Wills  Cobu Montgomery Depnty  Grand  Master. 

John  Hollis  Bankhead Wetumpka Senior  Grand  Warden. 

John  Gideon  Harris Livingston Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Henry  Dinolky.  . . .  Montgomery Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Sayre. Montgomery Grand  Secretary. 

James  Davidson Montgomery Grand  Tiler. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  oflfered  the  following  reso- 
lation,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

PINE  LEVEL  LODGE  NO.   202. 

Whereas,  Pinw  Level  Lodge  No.  202  has  forfeited  its  charter,  and 
this  Grand  Lodge  is  informed  that  its  property  and  effects  are  going  to 
waste,  and  that  it  owes  debts  that  ought  to  be  paid  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  Uike  charge  of  and  sell 
all  the  effects  of  said  lodge  ;  and  that  they  pay  the  expenses  of  executing 
this  trust,  and  also  the  debts  of  said  lodge,  the  correctness  of  which 
may  be  duly  and  properly  established  by  proof,  and  the  balance  of  pro- 
ceeds, if  any,  pay  over  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  make  report  to  the 
next  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO   GADSDEN   LODGE  NO.    236. 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary be  instructed  to  issue  certificates  to  all  members  of  Gadsden 
Lodge  No.  236  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of  the 
charter  of  said  lodge,  who  may  apply  therefor  within  the  next  thirty 
days. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted  : 

PROPERTY   OF  ROCKFORD  LODGE  NO.    137. 
Hesolved,  TYial  Bto\.\i«c  3o\i\i  A«  Sears  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
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ized  to  8^11  tbe  propeit;  of  SookfoTd  Lodge  No.  137.  and  tnni  over  tbe 
proceedH  to  Weogutkn  Lodge  No.  378,  and  mnko  report  thereof  to  tbe 
Gmnd  S^cretnry, 

Brother  H.  Claj  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M.,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in: 

REPORT  ON  APPLICATION  FOB  AD). 

To  tbe  3f.   W.  Grand  Lodije  of  Alabfima: 

Your  comniiitee  to  which  wsh  referred  tbnt  part  ot  tbe  M.  W.  Grand 
Master's  addresB,  cnlliog  the  altentioii  of  tbe  Grand  Lodge  to  nn  appli- 
cation for  aid  from  Gael  Lnd);e  No.  Cfl9.  Glaugow,  Scotland,  and  tbe 
Directorii  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Aseooiiition  at  Wosfaington,  D.  C. — Be- 
port,  that  it  bns  never  been  the  practice  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  grant 
ftid  or  dispense  cbarity,  tbe  Subordinate  Lodges  being  charged  with 
that  dnty  ;  hence  no  funds  are  avnitnble  for  the  purposes  asked,  and 
your  committee,  in  view  of  the  present  financial  embarrasstoeul  of 
tnany  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  deem  an  appeal 
to  them  at  this  time  impmcticoblo.  and  tbe  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary 
will  HO  notify  tbe  applicants. 

H.  CLAY  ABUSTRONG.  Chairman. 

REPORT  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee oo  Leave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

And  the  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers 
were  then  installed  in  Ample  Form  ;  F.  G.  M.  David 
Cloptou  oEBciating  for  the  installation  of  the  Grand 
Master ;  and  Brother  Henry  H.  Brown  acting  as  Grand 
Marshal. 

The  following  were  annoanced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge : 


54  PBOOEEDINOS  OF  THE  [1880. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  William  Carey  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

Henry  Hart  Brown Grand  Biarsha]. 

Isaac  Canningham  Hall Grand  Sonior  Deacon. 

William  Wallace  McCollam Grand  Junior  DeacoD. 

Adam  Rei^rt  Baker Grand  Steward. 

John  William  Martin Grand  Steward. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Oliver  S.  Beers Mobile. 

James  Collier  Foster Sylvan. 

Samuel  C.  Nabers Yorkville. 

Harrison  Purcell Columbia. 

John  W.  Grayson New  Hope. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Y.  Titcomb Monroeville. 

John  DeLoach Monroeville. 

Elkanah  Burson Sno^ir  Hill. 

Emmett  F.  Crook Alexandria. 

George  E.  Sullivan Madison  Station. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Wilson  Williams Opelika. 

Rufus  W.  Cobb Montgomery. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Mobile. 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Union  Springs. 

WORK. 

Myles  J.  Greene,  M.  D Talladega. 

James  M.  Brundidge Decatur. 

James  H.  Joiner Talladega. 

James  A.  Wood,  M.  D Pleasant  Hill. 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 


QBAND  LODOE  OF  ALABAMA. 
MINUTES    READ. 


There  being  no  further  basinsBs  to  be  broaght  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Communication,  the 
minates  were  read  and  approved. 


And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's 
Gavel  fell  at  10  o'clock  and  17  minutes,  P.  M. 

DANIEL  SAYKE, 

Grand  Secretary. 


1  '  I 
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GBAND  SEORETAET'S  ANNUAL  KEPOBT. 


M.  W.  Gband  Lodge  or  Alauuu, 

In  Account  wflk  DAlflEL  SA  7RE, 

Orand  Seenlary. 
1879.  CR. 

December    1  B;  Daea  Teciveed  at  (hia  OisDd  Com- 

muuiontioa S3,61(i  00 

1        QTuoDnt  foT  CbarMtB  at  $35  each.  70  00 
Gao^e  WilsoD  No.  424 . 

Temple  No.  425 

Amoant  of  CoDtiDgeat  Fund 900  00—  4,686  00 

16B0.  DIEPEKUXIONB. 

Jnly             17  By  Coketon  No.  427 $  36  00 

19        Belgreen  No.  428 35  00 

September  20         Milo  Abeiorombie  No.  429 35  00—$    105  00 

1879.  LODOE  BIOK  DXjaa. 

December  16  By  North  Fort  No.  S52. $  16  00 

'1880. 

Jftnaar;        2        Cokervilla  No.  176 16  60 

13       BnrleeoD  No.  143 1350 

29        GileadNo.  9 2000 

Febmary      3        OoffeeTille  No.  122 7  50 

10        MunfordNo.  385 900 

21        Danville  No.  95 5  00 

Mnreh         18        Fraternity  No.  145 16  00 

23        Heaton  No.  354   1100 

Jnne           19        North  Border  No.  391 8  00 

Joty            31        MoDDtEagla  No.  185 94  00 

Angnst       20       PerryrilleNo.  117 750— «    15300 

AnuHiut  carried  forward $4,844  00 
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Amoant  bronght  forward $4,844  00 


«f 


Febmary    11 


Harch 


1880.  INDIVIDUAL  BACK  DUES. 

January     17  By  Dnes  from  Dancan,  Phillips,  and 

Allen,  of  Carrolton  No.  214. .  .$ 
29        Dnes  of  W.  H.  Washington,  Lodge 

No,  874 

Dnes  of  W.  H.   Evington,   Ash- 
land No.  179 

13        Dnes  of  James  N.  Googer,   Orion 

No.  177 

3        Dnes  of  MoCarthey  &  Files,  Goliad 

No.  370 

24        Dnes  of  Patillo,  Bockford  No.  137 

27        Dues  of  Chancellor,  Sycamore  No. 

328 

22        Dues    of   Brittain,    Vanzandt,  ] 

Foofit,  Bledsoe,  Whorton,  Her-  I 

Hipps,  McAbee,  Sammit  ' 


April 


(I 


<( 


May 


nng. 
No.  343 


(I 


It 


June 


July 


«( 


August 


n 


September  20 


«< 


October 


i< 


If 


25 
7 
12 
28 
NoTember  20 


June 


If 


J 

24        Dues  of  Bay,  Sycamore,  No.  328 . 

29        Dues  of  NeSmith,Summit  No.  343 

16        Dues  of  Pearson,  Bridgeville  No. 

100 

12  Dues  of  Bonner,  Denham,  Brit-  \ 
ton,  Oden,  Mason,  Winslett,  and  >- 
Britton  of  Isney  No.  234 ) 

16        Dues  of  George  F.  Moore,  Bock- 
ford No.  137 

7        Dues  of  Kelly,  Goliad  No.  370. . . 

7  Dues  of  Nixon  of  Summit  No.  343 

Dues  of  Boyd,  Lightfoot,  Tut- 
tle.     Cloud,     Cloud,     Powell, 
Cliett,    Hamilton,    Thompson,  - 
Williams,  Trimble,  Chilton  No. 
139 

Dues  of  Oliver,  Bockford  No.  137 

Dnes  of  Floyd,  Chilton  No.  139. . 

Dues  of  Pierson,  Marion  Fl.  No.  34 

Dues  of  Wyrosdiok,  Dean  No.  112 

Dues  of  Beverly,  Bledsoe,  of  Chun- 

nenuggee  No.  121 

SPECIAL. 

8  By  sale  of  Lodge-Boom  at  Pine  Grove, 
8  By  Codes  sold— 23  on  hand 


300 

1  00 

200 

200 

300 
1  50 

1  00 

800 

1  00 
100 

25  00 
700 

150 
100 
100 

1100 

100 
600 
100 
600 

2  00— 


86  00 

15  00 
21  00 


Amount  carried  forward $4,966  00 
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Amount  brought  forward $4,966  00 

1879.  DR. 

December  15.  To  paid  Grand  Treasurer $3,616  00 

Grand  Treasurer 70  00 

Biirrett  &  Brown 671  60 

Armstrong  &  Co 2  50 

William  T.  Walker 16  75 

Joel  White 1*2  03 

Postage 81  00 

Gas 20  10 

Repairs  on  Hall 16  90 

Silver  Service  Set  for  G.  M. .  100  00 

Joseph  M.  Kennedy 25 

Jeff.  Pope 76 

Coal 3  50 

Express 1  50 

Wharton  &  Son 2  50 

Water-works 3  75 

Negro  labor  about  office 32  60 

Grand  Treasurer 415  37—  $4,966  00 

MoNTGOMEBT,  December  6,  1H80. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dinolet,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1879  DR. 

December    3    Balance  on  hand $    161  35 

15    Beoeived  from  Grand  Secretary 3,616  00 

"  ••  ••  *♦        70  00 

.     1880 

December    3  "  "  "  **        415  37-4,262  72 

1879  CR. 

December    4    Com.  on  Work,  M.  J.  Greene 42  32  00 

Com.  on  Appeals,  W.  Y.  Titcomb.  .43  35  00 

Grand  Chaplain,  Bledsoe 44  22  50 

Com.  on  Work,  J.  H.  Joiner 45  45  00 

Grand  Master,  Armstrong 46  63  25 

Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Wood 47  26  00 

Grand  Jauior  Warden,  Bankhead.48  50  00 

Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Bmudidge.  .49  65  00 

Com  on  F.  Corresponence,  Beers.  .50  200  00 

Grand  Steward,  J.  W.  Martin. .    ..51  50  00 

Grand  Steward,  A.  R.  Baker 52  153  50 

Grand  Tiler.  Davidson 53  100  00 

Rent.  M.  P.  LeGrand 54  800  00 

Grand  Secretary 55  1,000  00 

Contingent  Fund,  Grand  Secretury.56  900  00 

Grand  Treasurer 57      150  00 

1880 

Grand  Master.  Tompkins 58       25  00-^,717  25 

6    Balance  on  hand 545  47 

$4,262  72 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  December  6,  1880. 

WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMANENT 

TRUST  FUND. 


Kepobt  of  the  Trustees  of  Pebmanemt  Tbust  Fund 

Of  Vie  M,  W.  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1879  DR. 

December    2    To  balance $143  27 

Interest  on  $1,000,  4 J  per  ct.  bonds    45  00 
Interest  on  $5,100,  4  per  ct.  bonds.  204  00— $392  27 

1880  CR. 

October  By  Ala.  State  Bond,  Class  A,  No.6,930, 

for  $500 348  24 

December    6    By  balance 44  03— $392  27 

December  7,  1880. 

HENRY  C.  TOMPKINS, 
DANIEL  SAYRE, 
WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY, 

Trustees. 


64  APPENDIX.  [1880. 


REPOET  ON  FINANCE. 


To  Die  M.  W,  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  have  carefully  examined  the  reports  and 
▼onchers  representing  yoar  fiscal  tnmsactions  for  the  past  year,  as  sab- 
mitted  to  them,  aod  report  them  correct  and  satisfactory. 

The  following  statement  ot  receipts  and  expenditures  presents  a  con- 
densed exhibit  of  the  transactions  alladed  to,  and  yoor  committee 
have  also  prepared,  and  submit  annexed,  an  approximate  estimate  of 
general  revenue  and  expenses  lor  the  current  masonic  yoar,  adding  also 
a  statement  of  receipts,  investments,  and  general  condition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  "Permanent  Trust  Fund  :'* 

RECEIPTS,  1879-80 

To  cash  bal.  in  Treasury  Dec.  1,  1879,  as  per  report  $    161  35 

Cash  from  annual  Lodge  dues  to  Dec.  1,  1880 $3,616  00 

arrearages    •*        •*  prior  to  Dec.  1, 1880      153  00 

paid  by  individuals.        86  00  » 


It      t« 

<i       ((  <i  («         (t 


Total  of  Dues $3,855  00 

Less  10  per  cent,  thereof  due  to  **P.  T.  Fund  ". .      liSo  50 

Total  of  Dues  due  common  fund 3,469  50 

Cash  for  proportion  of  Dues  belonging  to  P.  T. 

Fund  as  above 385  50 

Cash  from  Charters,  Dispensations,  $175  00,  and 

sales  of  Codes  and  property,  $36  00,  due  P.  T. 

Fund 211  00 

Total  receipts  for  Trust  Fund 596  50 

Aggregate  receipts  $4,227  35 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  on  appropriations  of  1879,  for  general  Gnind 
Lodge  expenses,  including  Salaries,  Printing  of  Re- 
ports, Rent,  &c $3,681  88 

Balance  in  hands  of  Orand  Treasurer  Dec.  1,  1880 $    545  47 

This  balance,  it  is  apparent,  is  due  to  the  Trustees  of  the  P.  T.  Fund 
AS  a  part  of  the  $59G  50  belonging  to  the  earnings  of  that  Trust  for  the 
year,  and  should  be  at  once  turued  over  to  them  for  prompt  investmaot, 
while  the  deficit,  apparent,  of  $51  03,  should  be  reserved  for  settlement 
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with  the  deficiency  of  Inst  yenr,  stated  at  $322  35,  making  a  total  dae 
the  Trust  Fund  to  dnte  of  $673  38,  for  payment  as  soon  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  revenues  will  permit,  with  proper  regard  for  other  necessary  ex- 
penditures. Your  Committee  regret  this  recurring  deficiency  of  reve- 
nne,  but  as  it  results  mainly,  in  their  opinion,  from  the  delays  in  pay- 
ment of  Duc«  by  Subordinate  Lodges,  we  propose  no  change  in  the 
allotment  of  revenue  to  the  Trust  Fund,  believing  that  the  evil  will 
soon  be  corrected  by  the  collection  of  arrearages  due  the  Grand  Lodge. 
JuKt  here  we  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  Grand  Officers  in 
charge  thereof,  the  propriety  of  discriminating,  in  their  Reports  and 
Records,  between  the  two  funds,  "Ordinary*'  and  ** Trust,"  into  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  revenues  are  by  law  divided,  treating  them  as  separate 
items  of  receipts,  and  thus  avoid  any  possible  complications  of  accounts 
hereafter. 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  FOR  1860-81. 

Hy  cash  balance  in  Treasury  1st  Dec,  1880,  $545  47,  bat  as 
thi:s  is  due  to  the  Trustees,  as  before  explained,  it  is  not 

applicable  to  future  expenses,  and  is  not  extended 

Estimated  current  receipts  for  Dues  of  1880  (say  of  $4,400 

due) $4,000  00 

Estimated  receipts  from  Back  Dues.. 600  00 

'*  "  *'      Charters,  Dispensations,  and  other 

sources 200  00 


Total $4,800  00 

(Of  which  $660  00  would  accrue  to  the  P.  Trust  Fund.) 

Following  this  estimate  of  revenue,  we  beg  to  present  for  your  ap- 
proval and  adoption  the  usual  list  of  appropriations  for  Grand  Lodge 
expenses  tor  1880-81,  viz: 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

For  salary  of  R.  W.  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Secretary. $1,000  00 

W.  H.  Dingley,  Grand  Treasurer.  150  00 

Jas.  Davidson,  Grand  Tiler 100  00 

Adam  R.  Baker,  Senior  Grand 

Steward 100  00 

Bill  of  incidental  expenses 50  95 

Salary  of  J.  W.  Martin,  Junior  Grand  Steward, .  50  00 

Chairman  Com.  on  Foreign  Correspondence 200  00 

Expens'is  of  Grand  Chaplain  and  Chairman  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  50  00 

Expenses  of  Committee  on  Work 200  00 

Graud  Mastery's  contingent  to  defray  travelling 

and  other  incidental  expenses. 200  00 

Rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 


Amount  04t)rried  forward $2,900  95 
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Amonnt  brought  fof ward $2,900  95 

ContiDgent  Fund  of  Grand  Secretary,  including 
Btationiiry,  Printing  of  Annual  Report,  and  all 
incidental  expenseR  as  beretolore 900  00 

Expenne  of  publishing  new  Code,  in  lien  of  ap- 
propriation of  1879  not  used  and  now  renewed 
for 400  00-1,300  00 

Total  appropriationa $4,200  95 

PERMANENT   TRUST  FUND. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  hereto 
annexed,  and  to  which  we  beg  reference,  shows  the  collection  of  only 
$249  00  during  the  year,  and  the  whole  of  it  on  interest  account, 
which,  added  to  the  balance  of  $143  27  on  hand  December  Ist,  1879, 
gives  an  available  investment  fund  of  $392  27  for  1880,  of  which 
$348  24  was  used  in  the  purchase  of*  one  $500  00  Alabama  Bond,  Cla8(> 
A,  No.  6,930. 

The  balance  due  the  Trust  Fund  by  the  Qrand  Lodge,  now  summing 
up  $1,218  85,  should  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  as  promptly  as  the  condi- 
tion ol  the  Treasury  will  admit  of,  and  your  committee  see  no  reason 
why  the  $545  47,  cash  balance  now  in  the  Treasury,  as  heretofore 
stated,  should  not  be  transferred  at  once  to  this  fund,  in  part  liquida- 
tion of  the  debt  above  stated,  and  pronoptly  invested  for  its  benefit. 

The  fund  is  now  represented  by  the  following  assets  :  $G,lOi»  00  in 
U.  S.  4  and  4^  per  cent.  Registered  Bonds,  and  a  $500  00  Alabama 
Bond,  Class  A— $6,600  00  in  Bonds  (and  worth,  market  value,  about 
$7,000  00) ;  also,  debt  of  Grand  Lodge,  $1,218  85.  equal,  at  lace  value, 
to  $7,818  85. 

This  fund  is  steadily  increasing,  and  is  quite  satisfactorily  managed 
and  cared  for  by  the  Grand  Trustees,  itD  appointed  custodians.  We 
believe  it  will,  at  no  distant  day,  fully  realize  the  expectations  of  its 
most  sanguine  advocates,  and  fully  compensate  the  Gn\nd  Lodge  for 
all  temporary  inconveniences  attending  its  accumulation  and  manage- 
ment 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

OLIVER  S.  BEER8,  Chairman. 
JOHN  A.  SEARS. 
JAMES  D.  TRUSS, 
THEODORE  TIEDEMAN, 
ADDISON  F.  WHITBY. 

Committee. 

N.  B. — Your  Committee  had  already  closed  their  report  before  the 
following  resolution,  ojQfered  by  Bro.  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Secretary, 
was  Tefetred  to  \)[i%T&,  nVt.  \ 
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lUsottfd,  That  n  saffioient  Kmoaat  be  appropriated  to  print  tha  earl; 
proceediugB  of  tbe  Uraad  Lodge. 

Id  refereni^e  to  wbicb  we  be^  to  report  adversel;  to  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation at  present.  All  available  fanda  of  the  Qnnd  Lodge  aie 
now  needed  to  meet  neoeaiar;  appropriatione  for  ordinuy  expenses, 
and  the  eitm  demand  upon  its  resonrceu  for  the  ontlny  to  print  the  new 
Code,  ordered  by  reBolntions  ot  thin  and  the  precediag  commnmcatioii. 

Admitting  the  propiiety  and  utility  of  the  proposed  reprint  ot  the 
early  and  nenrlf  eitiact  repoits,  your  committee  are  of  opinioa  that  the 
fiuaucial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  doea  not  now  warrant  tha  ei- 
penditare  reiiDired,   tbougb    it  may  appear  oomparutiTel;  small  in 


Fraternally, 


OLIVEB  S.  BEEBS,  Cbairn 


EEPOBT  ON  CORBESPONIIENCE. 


To  the  X.  ^■.  Orand  Lod'jt  of  Alabama  : 

Yoar  ■' CoxuTTTEE  on  PoBKioN  ConnBapoNDENCE  "  having  maturely 
coDHidered  the  vnrious  proceedinga  Hiibuitted  to  them,  compriaiag  re- 
port)) from  ftll  American  Grand  Lodgiis  eicept  thnt  of  Vermont  and 
Georgin— IbP  fuiluru  to  receive  whii^h  is  regretted— beg  herewith  auA 
aouexed  lo  submit  tbeir  aQouat  report  and  review  of  tbe  oooditioQ  of 
the  Craft  as  exemplified  by  the  "work  nod  wkyaof  ourHlsterJariadictioiiB. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  list  of  tbe  Orand  Prooeedings  treated  of, 
arr.iDged  in  Alphubutical  order,  and  ve  commence  onr  reviav  by  call- 
ing attentiou  to  the  nHnal  table  (unpplied  as  formerly  by  Brother  JoeiaJi 
H.  Drnmoioad,  C.  C.  F.  C.  of  Miuoe,)  containing  very  reliable  and 
abuDdnDily  siiggeHtive  facts  and  fiijurcH  iu  tbe  depariment  of  general — 
MASONIC  STATISTICS. 
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1 17.  in2l9M4Cl'23.  2ltJ  71 I3361S 


t  Kceired : 


'Includiog  inspeoBions  for  all  caoBea.     t  ProceediDgH  d 
eame  as  lost  yenr.     [  Re-icslateineDta.     {  Same  na  last  year. 
Gntud  Sectebiries  do  not  yet  give  fall  gtatistici!. 
tn  Colnmdo,  the  c-olamn  ot  memberHbip  ie  Dot  added  :  in  OeoTeU. 
D  Micbigan,  Ihti  ilaiiatics  are  gifen  by 


\e  of  (be  coluiD 


<  Hdded  : 
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DiKtricU  and  tbe  rolnmiiB  nr?  not  nddci),  nud  Oxere  i^  do  BecapitDla- 
tioD,  BO  ve  use  taut  ycer'n  Qguiea. 


law.  18H0.  1RT9.  im».  1878.  1(178. 

Or.  Lodges.    TotiLlI.    Or.  Lodges.  Totalg.    Or.  Lodgeg.    ToUls 

Members 54. . .  .373.317  M. . .  .582.556.  ...M  ..  ,59a.4M 

ItiiiBPil r,3....  19.685  53  ...  21.788.  ...61. ...   23.861 

AdLii-sioDH,  40...S3....   17,.')23 53  ...   16.881)...  r.l....   lfi.7M 

DimiHRioiiB 54....  17,11)2 5:1  ..     16.747. ..  ..tl. ..     17,681 

KipnlsinnH. 51,...        929 51....        784. . .  .48. . . .        986 

SuHpeD«iouii 4B  ,   .        4fi» 38   ,.  716  .,  37  770 

■■      npL  due8.54....  33,210  ....   r,2....  22,054. ..  .48  ...  21.051 

I>eath« .54...       7.113   .54  ...     7,108. ..  .52. .    .     7,1)38 

lUjectioQS   .to...       3.615   2iJ....     3.838. ..  ,29, .. .     4,374 

*Tbe  nQ^rennte  unspetmioDa  fit  nnu-pnymeat  of  Diien  RiDOUDtiag  to 
66,315  ID  Ibe  three  yenm,  iinil  BhowiDg  n  clmr  inorenfle  tor  ench  jeor, 
in  quite  &  cODKpicuouH  fentiire  in  (bin  Inble,  uod  to  our  mi od  suggests 
tbu  ueceHsity  Tor  some  remedy  appUcikble  (o  Ibis  roiititiuing  nod  grow- 
iiif;  t^vil.  \Vr  Hie  cot  sure  biU  Ihiit  th^re  U  aoiue  miut  of  clinrily  laik- 
iog  bi-limd  tbis  free  use  of  HnspeDsioQ  townrdu  (be  QOD-contribulora, 
and  in  iwime  o1  tbc  proceediuRn  bpreiu  reviewed  iutimstious  to  tbst 
rfTt'Ct  lire  not  wanting.  Id  nny  yiev  of  it  the  situutioD  is  not  at  sll 
plennaiit ;  nad  if  discirdilnble  motivsa  have  lotorveDed  to  iocreuse  tbe 
generiil  lost  of  lueluberHhip,  under  tbnt  depleting  proi^as,  tbe  deraaud 
for  Horuliny  and  remedial  effort  is  rendered  still  mora  imperative.  We 
do  not  likti  Ifae  effect  of  these  HUHpeusiooH.  iojnriDg  as  as  Ibey  do  in 
nnuibera,  three   limes  more  fatally  than  tbe  so-called  ^m  moruler — 

But  returning  to  our  ri'gular  review,  we  coinroence  according  to  pre- 
scribed alligniuent  (alpbabetiaj  of  Jurisdictions,  with— 

ARKANSAS.  1879. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  ol  Arkanaaa  (alter  two  aonnal  hUchea,  in 
netting  away  from  her  old  October  moorings,)  has  nt  length  Bied  apon 
the  fourib  Tueaday  in  November,  in  each  year,  as  the  period  for  her 
regular  annual  commimicationa. 

The  proceedingH  before  us  report  tbe  doings  of  that  Onind  Body, 
couimencing  Taesday.  November  25th.  A.  D,  1879.  and  closiug  Thnri- 
day  evening,  27th,  a  very  short  sessaioa  coosidering  the  varied  and  im- 
portant uork  performed,  as  attested  by  tbe  minates,  and  am  Brethren 
mUHt  have  labored  both  faithfully  and  skillfully  to  do  BO  maob,  and  do 
it  so  well,  and  ao  quickly.  The  UnKiDegg  of  the  Session  it  is  true  Id> 
volved  no  qnestlouH  or  duties  outside  of  roatins  juriadictional  woik. 
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yet  there  are  mauy  and  importADt  matters  of  that  description  which 
clAimed  atteution  and  received  dne  coDsideration. 

The  Committee  oo  Appeals  and  GrievaDces  had  matter  enongh  before 
them  to  necessitate  two  elaborate  and  several  minor  reports  ;  and  we 
jadge,  from  their  reports,  that  the  "Committee  on  Finance"  and  the 
Committee  on  *' Masonic  Law  and  Usage,"  had  very  little  time  for 
recreation  during  this  commouication. 

The  "Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence"  made  a  special  re- 
port, in  which  they  express  donbts  as  to  the  strict  legitimacy  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Walss,  and  for  that  reason,  as  well  as  in 
deference  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and 
Scotland  against  it,  they  say  **  we  cannot  at  this  session  recommend,  as 
we  hope  to  do  at  oar  next  annual  meeting,  the  fnll  and  fraternal  recog- 
nition of  the  New  Grand  Lodge."  Will  this  hope  be  realized  ?  Will 
legiiimaq^  be  established  ? 

A  resolation,  and  other  proceedings,  relating  to  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  were  referred  to  this  Committee  and  they  responded,  with  ap- 
proval of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  follows,  viz  : 

As  fraternal  relations  with  the  Gr>\nd  Orient  of  France  were  years  ago 
severed  on  account  of  her  repeated  aud  persistent  violation  of  Grand 
Lodge  sovereignty  in  the  United  States,  we  deem  it  only  uecesdaiy  to 
unite  our  protest  with  that  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country 
against  the  high-handed  and  impious  stroke  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  at  a  sacred  and  fuudamental  landmark  of  the  Craft.  Aud  espe^ 
cially  as  we  see  cropping  out  here  and  there  a  tendency  toward  a  mis- 
guided and  misnamed  libemlism  which  threatens  to  invade  even  the 
"  holy  of  holies  "  of  Masonry,  do  we  deem  it  important  at  this  time  to 
place  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  upon  record  ngainst  any  and  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  atheism   infidelity  and  materialism  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  belief  in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul  is  a 
cardinal  doctrine  of  Masonry,  and  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Arkansas  that  the  God  of  Masonry  is  the  great  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
verse, the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  all  things,  the  God  of  the  Bible  as 
well  as  the  God  of  those  who  know  nothing  about  its  teachings  ;  that 
the  God  of  Masonry  is  not  a  god— a  force — a  materialistic  cause,  but 
the  one  true  and  living  God— to  whom  we  must  all  account ;  and  thiit 
any  one  rejecting  these  great  truths  is  unworthy  of  initiation  into,  or 
holding  membership  in  a  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

GEORGE  E.  DODGE, 
THOS.  C.  McRAE. 

Quite  an  interesting  and,  somewhat,  unusual  episode  varied  the  work 
of  this  communication.  The  Grand  Lodge  having  assented  to  the  re- 
quest of  Magnolia  Lodge  No.  60,  conferred  the  Symbolic  degrees  upon 
Prof.  Leo  Baeir,  o.  St.  Johns  College,  and  Gipt  Arthur  McArthur  Jr., 
of  U.  S.  army.  Brother  E.  H.  English  conferring  the  Master^s  degree. 
Quick  work,  but  will  it  square  with  the  i^innJtt  lint  of  sjife  precedent  and 
piasonio  caution  ? 
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Grnu^  Mniiter  George  TbornburBli  delivered  an  ftdmiioble  address  at 
tbe  opE<DiD)j  of  tL«  sessioD,  wbicb,  m  iu  eDDineradoQ  of  dutien  per- 
formfd,  givei  Hssnmace  alike  of  abnndant  labors  aiitl  laitLfnl  perlorm- 
nace  theroof. 

He  bnd  written  darinfj  tbe  jenr  twelve  baudred  (1200)  official  letters 
and  ilelivered  thirty  deeisions  on  (jiiealioDB  involrioK,  in  some  ioBlaoceB, 
iioportiint  jurisdictional  'isngm,  Mmewbat  obncored  by  conflictiug  edicts 
of  tbe  Gmod  Lodge.  IbuH  becoming  in  a  mensnre  n  digester  na  well 
as  an  enforcer  of  tbe  law.  Some  of  hia  decisionn  were  very  properly 
objected  to  by  the  "  Comniittee  on  MnHonio  Law  and  Ukbbb  ;''  bnt  all 
important  ones  were  fully  approved. 

Ho  reports  St.  John's  Collepe  "in  a  pmsprmun  condition."  Thanks 
for  Chut  aasaranoe,  and  we  mark  the  feet  as  another  triumph  of  masoQia 
peraoverance  in  the  line  of  "  AsHociateil  Benevolence ''  (so-cnffnj). 

He  announces,  with  eipreHoions  of  deserved  eiilo(ty,  the  death  of  P. 
Q.  Senior  Warden  1.  P.  McCowen.  Miij-  Gen'l  McCoweo  bad  bud  no 
evontCnl  career  as  a  soldier,  was  honored  an  a  citizen,  and  revered  as  a 
zealous  and  fnithtul  MnBon, 

Fonr  dispeiisntions  for  new  lodges  were  gianted  dnrintr  tbe  year. 
The  last  of  thu  four  was  named  .Vircrl.  which.  thouf>b  not  n  <^lasaia 
muBouio  cognomsn  appears  to  have  been  nuirwtously  proper  as  tbe 
tltnoument  will  attest,     Ot  it  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Soon  after  this  dispensation  was  issued,  I  received  information  Ibat 
the  W.  M.  appointed  was  a  suspended  Mason,  and  very  immoral  man, 
and  that  the  members  rehised  to  meet  with  him.  U|>ou  satistyinK  my- 
self as  to  the  tmtb  of  lb»  cbat^es.  I  removed  him,  and  appointed 
Brother  J.  T.  Hull  lu  his  stead. 

There  was  steM  irreRularity  in  the  eslabliabroent  of  this  Lodge,  and 
Lebanon  Lodge  No.  97,  whicb  recommended  it.  deserves  a  reprimand. 
The  officers  of  the  new  lodge  never  exemplified  the  work  of  ibeir  sta- 
tions, and  tbe  petitiouers  did  not  present  their  receipts  from  tbeir  sev- 
eral lodges  for  does,  lu  fact,  it  seems  that  the  recommeodiag  lodge 
did  not  care  whether  tbe  petitioners  were  proper  persons,  or  qualified 
to  compose  a  lodge,  or  not. 

Under  tbe  head  of  CLANiiEsntiB  Masonki  the  G.  Uaat^r  reports  an  in- 
vasion of  bis  jarisdi[:lion  by  a  so-adttil  Ijxl-je  bearing  tbe  name  ot  Crea- 
cent  Uty  So.  635,  located  at  Chicago.  lUinoiK.  This  body,  ol  {dille  im- 
posters.  is  pronoanced  by  uompetent  ma^sonic  anthority  iu  Illinois,  "an 
unmiti'jalfd  fraud,"  and  we  make  a  note  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  trne 
and  loyal  everywhere. 

We  clip  s  me  very  interesting  items  from  Gmnd  Uaster  Tbornborgb's 
nddre«a,  presented  ander  the  head  of 

l2oNDmON  OF  MlBONBY. 

"  Masonry  in  Arkansas  is  an  extensive  orgauizatiou  —large  in  nnm- 
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bers  and  stroug  in  influence.  Only  forty-one  yenrs  ago /our  lodges  and 
B  handful  of  delegates  organized  this  Orand  Lodge.  Even  when  our 
beloved  English,  who  is  with  us  now,  first  wieldf^d  the  Grand  Mastered 
gavel,  there  were  only  thirty-tive  lodges  on  our  rolls." 

He  has  been  permitted  to  watch  the  tender  sprig  which  be  so  faith- 
fully watered,  grow  and  spread  until  now,  like  a  majestic  oak,  it 
stretches  its  branches  to  .three  hundred  and  forty  lodges,  while  ten 
thousand  members  rest  under  its  shade.    Wonderful  progress  ! 

••And  the  world  wonders,  as  well  it  may,"  what  it  is  in  Masonry 
which  preserves  it,  while  everything  else  decays.  Other  institutions 
spring  up  and  run  well  for  a  time,  but  are  soon  lost,  even  in  name. 
*♦  Splendid  cities  rise  to  cheer  the  desert,*'  and  then  moulder  until  their 
very  sites  are  lost ;  Empires  rise  to  power  and  splendor,  and  soon  live 
only  iu  history  ;  but  Masonry  lives  through  all  time,  in  every  form  of 
government,  through  wars  and  in  peace ;  grows  fresher  with  age,  and 
stronger  in  storms.  Amid  all  the  commotions  of  the  world,  the  play  of 
angry  passions,  and  the  carnage  of  armies,  she  has  worn  her  lambskin, 
as  she  wears  it  this  day,  without  spot  or  blemish.  That  most  l>e  pure 
which  nothing  corrupts  ;  that  must  be  strong  which  nothing  can  break. 
The  most  industrious  in  labor,  the  most  learned  in  the  professions,  the 
most  profound  in  science,  the  most  honored  in  State,  and  the  most  de- 
vout in  Church — diifering  in  everything  else — meet  around  a  common 
altar  in  union  and  fellowship.  They  meddle  with  no  matters  of  party 
in  State  or  Church  ;  they  have  no  speculations  or  schemes  for  wealth  or 
honors  ;  yet  they  claim  to  have  some  common  design  of  great  moment. 
What  does  it  mean  ?  Churchmen,  statesmen,  philosophers,  laborers  ! 
What  talismanic  charm  draws  you  together?  What  lessons  of  wisdom 
bring  you  to  teach,  or  come  you  to  learn  ?  Are  you  not  tired  of  the 
noiseless  tread  and  whispenng  voice,  tbe  secret  sign  and  silent  touRue, 
which  lor  so  many  years  have  separated  you  from  the  world  ?"  Nay, 
my  brethren,  your  presence  here  to-night  says  you  are  not  weary  in 
well-doing.  You  have  long  known  what  the  lamented  Rev.  Dr.  Slater, 
of  Memphis,  found  out  by  working  side  by  side  with  the  Masons  of 
Memphis.  He  said  :  ••  My  Masonic  brethren,  with  noiseless  steps, 
went  the  dread  round  of  duty  ;  aye.  into  the  very  throat  of  the  devour- 
ing pbigue,  and  pressed  the  cup  of  Mercy  to  quivering  lips,  and  softened 
the  dying  pillows  " 

You  have  imbibed  the  heaven-born  teachings,  the  practice  ot  which 
attracted  so  much  attention,  and  led  an  eminent  divine  to  write  recently 
from  Memphis  as  follows  :  "The  praise  of  these  societies  fills  the 
earth.  Having  co-operated  with  them  through  four  epidemics,  includ- 
ing the  horrors  of  1878,  I  am  prepared  to  appreciate  their  splendid  char- 
ities as  no  one  can  who  has  not  been  through  the  fiery  ordeal  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  them.  I  commend  their  noble  deeds— the  brotherly 
love  that  counts  not  life  dear,  that  it  may  press  the  cooling  dmught  to 
the  parched  lips  of  a  brother,  or  soothe  the  anguish  of  his  smitten 
family.  Can  I  disparas^e  men  whose  tears  have  mingled  with  my  own. 
amid  the  horrors  of  IHTr;?  My  heart  Kays  a  thousand  times.  NO.  God 
bless  them !  The  sufferer  was  my  brother  iu  Christ,  their  brother  in 
the  Lodge.  I  could  but  see  how  impotent  was  the  Church  ;  how  strong 
the  Lodge.  And  O,  what  unutterable  horrors  would  Memphis  have  felU 
beyond  all  human  conception,  or  endurance,  but  for  these  societies." 

We  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  very  appropriate  address  delivered 

before  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visitation  of  St.  John's 
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College,  by  W.  Grand  Orator  R.  E.  Salle.  We  wonld  not,  if  we  coald, 
forget  it,  for  in  its  perusal  we  are  reminded  of  recent  pleasant  times 
and  acqaaintances  in  Arkansas. 

The  Orator  8  theme  was  borrowed  from  the  tradition  of  Abraham  and 
the  old  Ghebeb.  The  latter  could  not  renonnce  his  Sun  worship  of 
100  years  and  accept  the  Patriarch's  God,  though  but  recently  nursed 
into  life,  when  perishing  with  hunger  and  cold,  by  Abruham's  hospital- 
ity and  devoted  personal  attentions.  Angry  at  the  fire-worshiper's  con- 
tumacy, in  refusing  to  conform  to  the  religious  rites  of  the  household, 
the  Patriarch  cast  him  out,  to  encounter  again  the  perils  which  had  so 
recently  endangered  his  life.  But  God  chided  Abraham  for  his  impa- 
tience, that  he  could  not  endure  for  the  night  what  his  Makeb  had  *'8uf<< 
fered"  for  a  century  ;  so  the  old  Gheber  was  recalled,  and  thus  the  les- 
son of  patience  and  of  charity  —charity  to  friend  and  foe  alike,  to  the 
antipodes  of  race,  of  clime  and  of  religion— was  enforced.  The  ad- 
dress is  interesting,  and  the  argument  well  sustiined. 

FOBEION   COBBESPONDENCE, 

Reported  upon  by  Bro.  George  E.  Dodge,  Chairman,  gives  Alabama — 
proceedings  of  1878— acceptable  notice.  He  accepts  Bro.  (now  P.  G. 
M.)  Armstrong's  ruling,  of  that  year,  ignoring  the  Chapter  P.  M's.  Db- 
OBEE  as  a  requisite  qualification  for  the  W.  M's.  position.  Notices  ap- 
provingly the  re-election  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong,  and  **the  tried 
and  true  Secretary  and  Treasurer.'* 

Bro.  Dodge  is  a  little  facetious  in  some  of  his  comments,  cmelly.  so 
when  he  mentions  "the  failure  of  8t  John's  College,'*  that  elephant  of 
my  Ark-ansas  report  of  1877.  '*No  more  of  that,  HaL,  an  thou  lovest 
me."  Pray  *'go  for"  Bro.  P.  G.  M.  McGuire,  it  was  his  show,  elephant 
and  all,  and  "give  it  to  him  roundly." 

We  have  said  enough  heretofore  in  appreciation  of  Bro.  D's.  reports, 
and  now,  in  deference  to  his  modesty,  refrain  from  further  comments. 
But,  before  we  go,  a  word  of  caution !  Ain't  yon  afraid  of  Bro.  Vaux? 
Again,  peace  reigns  in  Cuba,  and  the  Colon  thorn  having  been  extracted, 
what  now,  Bro.  Dodge,  of  your  semVs  and  antVs  of  that  i/fc,  syntactical  ? 

oband  ofpicebs. 

M*  W.  Bro.  Greorgo  Thomburgh  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  L.  E.  Barber  (re-elected ) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 340 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  1879. 

We  have,  in  one  volume,  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  British  Columbia,  at  its  two  annual  communications,  one  held  ]6th 
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February  A.  D.  1878— the  7th  annual— under  M.  W.  Frederick  Wil- 
liams. Grand  Master,  the  other— the  8th  annual— under  presidency  of 
M.  W.  Eli  Harrison,  Grand  Master,  commencing  21st  June  A.  D.  1879, 
both  convened  in  the  city  of  Victoria.  The  volume  also  contains  pro- 
ceedings of  two  emergency  communications,  held  in  the  same  city,  sev- 
erally, on  the  22d  April  and  28th  of  October  1878,  the  first  to  *'lay  the 
comer  stone  "  of  their  new  Masonic  Hall,  and  the  last  to  dedicate  the 
same,  then  completed. 

We  confess  to  a  general  impression,  on  reading  these  minutes,  very 
favorable  to  the  virtues  and  skill  of  these  masonic  workers  of  British 
Columbia.  The  addresses  of  the  Grand  Officers,  the  work  of  the  Lodge, 
and  the  tone  of  earnestness  and  self-sacrifice  for  the  good  of  masonry, 
pervading  the  record,  all  tend  to  elicit  respect  and  commendation. 

Par  example— think  of  it,  ye  who  profess  to  love  masonry  and  yet  of 
your  surplus,  provide  not  for  the  homo  so  essential  to  the  comfort  and 
respectability  of  the  Grand,  as  well  as  Subordinate  Lodge?  This  new 
Grand  Lodge,  comprisiog  only  six  Subordinate  Lodges,  numbering  less 
than  three  huudred  active  members,  with  an  annual  income  of  about 
six  nundred  dollars,  undertook  the  hazardous  enterprise  of  building  a 
Gband  Masonic  Temple.  Better  still,  the  building  was  completed 
within  seven  months  from  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone,  at  a  cost  of 
$12,000  for  the  building,  $3,740  for  furnishing  and  embellishments; 
total,  $15,740.  and  all  costs  paid  by  funds  furnished  by  members  of  the 
fraternity  of  that  jurisdiction.  A  fine  Hall,  complete  in  all  its  appli- 
ances and  equipments,  was  thus  secured  by  the  energy  and  devotion  of 
these  few  but  resolute  workers.  Admirable !  Thanks,  Brethren  of 
British  Columbia,  for  an  example  of  work  and  wisdom  worthy  of  all 
praise  and  emulation ! 

The  ceremonies  at  the  beginning  and  completion  dedication,  of  the 
Temple,  were  conducted  in  Ample  Form,  according  to  the  imposing 
masonic  ritual  provided  for  such  ceremonials.  Applicable  to  the  dedi- 
cation, in  addition  to  tho  address  of  the-M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Harrii»on, 
a  sermon  was  preached  before  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Rev.  H.  H. 
Mogg,  Grand  Chaplain,  from  the  text,  ''Let  us  not  love  in  word,  neither 
in  tongue  ;  but  in  deed  and  in  truth,"  and  we  make  a  note  of  it,  be- 
cause the  resorting  to  a  church  for  a  sermon  to  crown  such  a  ceremony 
is  an  unusual  circumstance,  and  is  probably  significant  of  the  custom 
in  that  jurisdiction. 

As  in  all  the  Grand  Bodies  of  British  North  America,  this  Grand 
Lodge  includes  in  its  organization  the  Boakd  of  Geneaal  Puuposes,  a 
permanent  advisory  and  executive  body,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that 
its  influence  is  most  salutary  in  systematising  and  aiding  the  work  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  promoting  masonic  unity  and  zeal  generally  in 
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i(H  juriflilJctioD.     We  like  it  well,  and  tbe  more  ire  see  oC  iU  woikingM 

the  vtoie  enaoioreil  we  become  of  its  couBervntire  aod  useful  iuflaances. 

The  Guui)   Lodge  hns  a,  "Widow's  aud  Oipbau's  Fuod"  of  over 

t3.(iul)  (as  we  make  it,  tbougb  the  Btatemeot,  to  a  stranger,  is  somewhat 

The  prooeetiingB  of  1S78  announce  tbe  denlh,  in  Englund,  of  R,  W, 
P.  G.  M.  Robert  Buroabj,  a  pioiieet  in  maeoDrj  of  that  Province,  and 
A  worthy  eiemplar  of  its  ritual  aud  pcincipUs  ;  those  of  1879  make 
mentioD  of  the  doatb  of  li.  Vf.  D.  U.  Master  Vinter,  an  old  and  active 
member  of  the  FiateiDit;. 

Tbe  Grand  Ntoater  bad  advanced  |25  00  out  of  the  "benevolent 
fund"  to  BD  indigent  mason  of  New  Orleans. Bto.  Williaoi  Moss  [IS79), 
wbo  had  received  letters  aunoanciDg  the  death  of  bin  father,  mother, 
brother  and  sintei,  and  was  anxious  to  returu  home  via  San  Franoisco, 
where  his  friends  would  complete  the  assistance  needed  to  tnke  bim  to 
New  Orleans.  Tbe  advance  was  approved,  and  the  irregularity  of  tbe 
draft,  on  a  fund  set  apart  for  other  purposes,  hHiled. 

The  Grand  Master  thus  cootntatd  Ibe  contlnct  of  the  Scoteh  and 
English  Grand  Lodges  in  the  matter  of  etiquette  to  Lodges  recently 
subordinate  to  them,  viz  : 

Allboogb  this  Grand  Lodge  ia  in  communica'.ian  with  almost  every 
Gniud  Lodge  in  the  world,  yet,  lor  the  past  seven  years  we  have  had  no 
communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  ol  Scotlnnd.  Fur  some  time 
before  tbia  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  which  then  existed  in  Ibis  Province,  and  the  Lodgee  under 
her  charge,  received  no  oommiioication  or  ntteolion  of  any  kind  from 
Scotland.  1  cannot  avoid  noticing  the  contrast  between  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  England  and  the  Giand  Lodge  oi  Scotland  in  ibis  reapeot. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  after  due  consideration,  acknowledged 
this  Grhud  X/odge.  and  by  request  retnmed  to  the  Lodges  formerly  un- 
der her  jurisdiction  their  Charters,  which  now  adorn  the  walls  of  some 
Ot  our  Lodge  rooms.  She  alao  appointed  a  Grand  Representative  near 
tibia  Grand  Lodge.  Similar  courtesies  have  been  long  and  anxiously 
looked  for  by  the  Lodges  in  this  Province  which  foimeily  composed 
the  Provincial  Qrund  Lodge  of  Scotland,  but  they  have  been  disap- 
pointed. 

After  Ihia  long  silence  I  recently  received  a  circular  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotlaod  requesting  this  Grand  Lodge  not  to  recognize  cer- 
tain Brethren  who  have  formed  a  Grand  Lodge  in  New  South  Wales. 
I  have  read  the  proceedings  ot  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  the  different  letters  relating  to  this  matter,  and,  subject  to  tbe  de- 
cision of  Grand  Lodge,  my  own  impression  is  that  tbe  Craft  in  New 
South  Wales  would  do  much  better  if  they  bad  control  of  their  own 
afbirs,  Tbe  correspondence  on  this  snbjeet  will  be  placed  before  you 
(or  your  consideration. 

There  most  be  some  grave  fault  "at  tbe  bottom  of  it,"  or  we  woald 
not  hear  of  so  many  controversies  arising  between  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of 
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Scotland  and  other  jurisdictioDH.     What  is  it?    Is  she  negleclfol  and 
imperioasly  exacting  by  turns? 

GBAND   OFFICEBS,    1879. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Eli  Harrison  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Edgar  Crow  Baker Grand  Secretary. 

CALIFORNIA,  1879. 

The  ihiriieth  annual  commanication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
California  convened  at  San  Francisco  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  day  of  Octo- 
ber A.  D.  1879,  M.  W.  John  Mills  Brown  in  the  East,  all  Grand  Officers 
and  the  representatives  of  179  constituent  lodges  present. 

The  work  of  the  Lodge,  though  as  usual  amply  employing  the  time 
and  talent  of  this  industrious  and  expert  body  of  masons,  seems  to 
have  glided  smoothly  and  rapidly  along,  undisturbed  by  strife,  or  the 
interposition  of  any  unusual  or  perplexing  questions  of  law  or  ethics. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is— well,  we  won't  say  it  in  Ihai 
way— for  it  would  be  strong  praise  presented  in  oft  repeated  phrase, 
and  besides,  we  might  disclose  the  secret  of  our  inner  life,  in  its  devo- 
tion to  the  style,  matter,  and  method  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Brown's  addresses. 
The  truth  is,  we  always  enjoy  them  in  a  two-fold  manner,  so  to  speak, 
for  we  eagerly  search  for  them,  and  when  found,  their  perusal  imparts 
a  zest  of  pleasure  followed  by  the  happy  assurance  of  newly  acquired 
wvidom.  while  their  slren/jth  and  beauty  cannot  be  denied. 

We  have  often  feared  that  our  notices  of  California's  doings  might  be 
considered  too  lengthy,  as  trenching  upon  the  space,  in  these  reports, 
properly  allotted  to  each  jurisdiction  ;  if  any  think  so,  please  remember 
that  we  are  weak  to  resist  the  allurements  of  beauty,  presented  either 
in  dresses  or  addresses,  and  forgive  the  fault,  if  fault  it  be. 

Grand  Master  Brown,  after  some  excellent  general  remarks  on  ma- 
sonic duties,  which  we  shall  quote  hereafter,  alludes  in  detail  to  the 
several  topics  claiming  attention  at  this  communication,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  his  stewardship,  and  announces  his  farewell  to  the  honors  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Grand  East. 

The  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  from  the  jurisdiction,  attending  to 
public  duties,  and  his  subsequent  serious  illness,  had  prevented  active 
duty  for  several  mouths. 

The  Grand  Lodge  had,  at  its  last  communication,  passed  a  resolution 
ordering  "that  a  Lodge  should  only  be  required  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
an  Inspector's  visit  when  made  at  its  request."  This  seems  to  have 
sadly  deranged  their  excellent  system  of  Lodge  inspection,  for  the  care- 
less Lodges  would  not  pay  the  Inspector,  and  he  could  not  afford  to 
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visit  aud  inspect  them  at  his  own  expense  ;  so  to  remedy  the  evil,  the 
exceptional  resolation  was  repealed,  as  saggested  by  the  Grand  Master. 

He  had  issaed  **  dispensations  for  the  establishment  of  five  new 
Lodges." 

Recommends  a  digest  of  Masonic  Law,  for  the  jurisdiction,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  "necessity  and  utility."  Does  not  approve  of  '♦  Masonic  Mutual 
Reliof  Associations,"  with  Grand  Lodge  endorsement ;  thinks  each  mem- 
ber of  the  fraternity  should  decide  for  himself  as  to  its  utility,  etc. 

He  renewedly  objects  to  "Lodge  incorporation"  (legislative).  Re- 
bukes as  an  irregularity  the  mingling  of  Lodge  and  Templar  ceremo- 
nials at  masonic  funerals,  and  thinks  the  Lodge  ceremony  should  be 
completed,  and  the  Templar  service  follow,  if  it  is  desirable  to  use 
l>oth.  So  think  we,  and  such  is  our  custom  on  all  similar  occasions, 
though  they  are  of  very  rare  occurrence  hereabouts. 

He  again  recommends  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  **bo  made  a 
Standing  Committee,  and  when  so  constituted,  it  shall  be  required  to 
meet  r.t  the  otlice  of  the  Grand  Secretary  on  the  Saturday  preceding 
the  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  (Tuesday  being  the  day 
appointed  for  that),  and  examine  the  books,  etc.,  of  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer and  Grand  Secretary."  This  is  an  excellent  suggestion,  and 
worthy  of  consideration  in  other  jurisdictions,  "  mor^  especially  in  this 
of  ours." 

We  quote,  approvingly,  several  of  his  decisions,  viz  : 

Qae9/(0?i.— Is  it  right  or  legitimate  for  the  Lodge  to  work  on  the  Sab- 
bath, or  would  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  you,  as  Grand  Master,  censure  a 
Lodge  for  so  doing? 

Answer. — Except  for  funeral  ceremonies  the  urgency  will  seldom 
present  itself  for  a  Lodge  to  convene  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  fact  that 
there  is  much  work  to  perform  in  the  way  of  conferring  degrees  is  no 
good  reason  for  a  departure  from  the  practice  in  this  jurisdiction.  It 
is  desirable  to  afford  the  enemies  of  Masonry  no  vulnerable  point  for 
an  attack,  and  consequently,  avoidance  of  labor  on  Sunday  is  to  be  ob- 
served. This  deciHion  is  introduced  because  it  was  received  most  dis- 
courteously, as  reported  ;  therefore  your  pronounced  opinion  is  earnest- 
ly solicited  for  It. 

Question.  —Has  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  power  to  authorize  a  Past  Mas- 
ter to  open  the  Lodge  and  perform  work,  the  Master  aud  Wardens  be- 
ing absent? 

Answer.  ~^o  ;  the  Master  may  request  a  Past  Master  to  confer  a  de- 
gree, but  either  himself  or  one  of  the  Wardens  must  be  present  to  open 
the  Lodge. 

(Question.- -Kow  can  a  deceased  member  be  buried  with  masonic  hon- 
ors in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardens? 

^•tsicer.— By  constituting  an  emergent  Lodge,  or  any  brother  might 
read  the  funeral  service,  without  the  usual  requirement  of  opening  a 
Lodge. 

QaesiU>n.—hi  what  manner  shall  evidence  be  taken  after  trial,  in  a 
case  of  appeal  ? 
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Answer. — For  taking  testimony  after  n  trial  has  been  completed,  for 
the  purpose  of  an  appeal,  there  is  no  prescribed  direction  farther  than 
that  found  in  the  seventeenth  General  liexnlation,  which  simply  states 
that  whatever  an  appellant  has  to  offer  shall  be  in  writing  nud  done  m 
a  Hpecified  time.  As  to  the  manner,  he  may  suit  himself,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances  will  judge  of  its  sufficiency. 

Question.— MuRt  not  an  objection  by  a  member  to  a  visiting  brother 
sitting  in  a  Lodge  come  directly  from  the  party  raising  the  objection  to 
the  Master  of  the  Lodge,  and  not  by  hearsay  ? 

Ansicer. — The  Master  alone  decides  as  to  the  validity  of  the  objection. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  no  Master  should  deprive  a  brother  of 
the  right  of  visitation  upon  merely  a  hearsay  objection.  The  whole 
matter  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Master. 

Question. — Has  a  member  of  a  Lodge  the  right  to  object  to  a  brother 
visiting  the  Lodge,  by  filing  such  objection  with  the  Master,  without 
giving  his  reason  therefor,  although  the  one  to  whom  the  objection  is 
made   is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  another  Lodge  in  the  same 

Elace  ?  Has  the  brother  to  whom  the  objection  is  made  no  redress  ? 
)  he  not  entitled  to  know  why  such  objection  is  made,  or  must  he  be 
barred  from  visiting  such  Lodge,  so  long  as  the  objection  stands,  no 
matter  how  unjust,  simply  to  gratify  some  petty  spite  or  personal 
grievance  ? 

Answer. — A  member  can  object  to  a  brother  visiting  a  Lodge,  and 
give  no  reasons  for  the  objection,  but  the  Master  to  whom  the  objection 
is  made  alone  determines  its  validity.  The  Master  has  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  his  Lodge,  and  therefore  it  is  his  will  that  ad- 
mits or  rejects.  One  ought  to  believe  that  no  Master  would  refuse  a 
brother  the  privilege  of  visiting  upon  an  objection  made  by  a  member 
who  declines  to  give  reasons  therefor.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  I 
refer  to  a  sub-division  of  an  ancient  landmark,  from  which  I  quote  : 
**but  when  admission  is  refused  to  a  mason  in  good  standing,  who 
knocks  at  the  door  of  a  Lodge  as  a  visitor,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
some  good  and  sufficient  reason  shall  be  furnished  for  this  violation  of 
what  is,  in  general,  a  masonic  right  founded  on  the  Landmarks  of  the 
Order." 

He  compliments,  in  terms  of  well  merited  praise,  an  excellent  G&kiiD 
Secbetabt,  Bro.  Alexander  G.  Abell,  thus : 

Once  more  it  is  an  agreeable  duty  to  acknowledge  the  valoable  assis- 
tance which  has  always  t)een  afforded  me  by  the  Grand  Secretary.  His 
reputation  at  home  and  abroad  as  a  masonic  scholar  and  jurist  is  too 
well  established  to  be  influenced  by  any  words  of  mine  ;  but  his  excel- 
lence as  counsellor  and  administrator,  derived  from  extensive  experi- 
ence, logical  reasoning,  sound  judgment,  and  integrity  of  parpowe,  in 
only  thoroughly  understood  and  estimated  by  my  predecessors  and  my- 
self. The  harmony  of  our  long  official  intercourse  has  not  been  marred 
in  a  single  instance,  and  my  labors  and  efforts  have  been  ably  and  conr- 
teously  seconded  by  him.  I  pay  this  just  tjibute  to  an  intimacy  which, 
born  in  respect,  soon  ripened  into  a  friendship— a  valued  friendship— 
which  I  trust  and  believe  will  be  perpetutited  in  our  future  anofficitl 
relations. 

And  now  for  the  promised  quotation  from  Grand  Master  Browne's 
general  rennrks.     Here  it  is,  viz  : 
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Oar  aims  and  objects  embrace  no  problems  to  be  solved,  no  hidden 
intentions  to  be  specalated  on,  bat  simply  and  purely  to  do  our  dnty  to 
our  fellows,  and  for  the  general  well-being  of  the  society  to  which  we 
.belong. 

There  is  an  ideal  and  a  practical  masonry.  Much  in  its  passive  as- 
pect never  reaches  above  the  ideal,  yet  much  of  the  apparent  ideal  is 
susceptible  of  a  practical  shape,  and,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  is 
within  the  means  of  attainment.  Masonry  is  in  accord  with  the  teach- 
ing of  common  sense  for  its  principle  is  based  upon  that  high  moral- 
ity which  is  the  common  law  of  the  soul,  in  the  recognition  of  man  as 
a  moral,  rationul  being.  Its  severe  truths,  when  set  forth  by  men  of 
sense  and  reflection,  dispel  by  their  own  force  the  delusions  of  preju- 
dice, obstinacy,  and  ignorance.  In  its  support  and  enforcement  of 
moral  teaching  it  harmonizes  with  religion  without  avowal  of  creed  or 
party,  and,  in  the  encouragement  of  virtue  and  honesty  and  in  the  de- 
nunciation of  hypocrisy,  it  enlarges  the  simpler  and  purer  enjoyments 
of  life.  But  its  dearest  characteristics  are  a  warm,  human  Kympathy 
as  opposed  to  intolerance  and  selfishness,  and  a  tenderness  which  rises 
above  every  other  quality.  In  its  vitality  and  durability  it  is  capable 
of  a  progress  to  which  no  limit  can  be  placed. 

In  previous  mefisages,  when  treating  of  the  condition  of  the  frater- 
nity in  this  jurisdiction,  I  have  introduced  the  causes  which  retard  the 
growth,  interrupt  the  harmony,  and  paralyze  the  action  of  certain 
Lodges  ;  and  in  indicating  the  disease  I  have  endeavored  to  afford  the 
remedy.  I  do  not  propose  to  reiterate  these  facts  and  faults,  which  are 
clearly  known  and  too  plainly  exhibited,  and  which,  unless  removed, 
will  prevent  the  attainment  of  soundness  and  efficiency,  the  expected 
consequence  of  masonic  organization.  In  my  administration  it  has 
been  aimed  to  bring  your  attention  to  practical  masonry — every-day, 
actual  Masonry— that  which  is  feasible — rather  than  to  please  your 
senses  in  reciting  the  beauties  and  grandeur  of  theoretical  masonry  ; 
for  experience  has  determined  that  there  is  a  great  interval  between 
written  theory  and  real  practice,  and  that  much  of  the  possible  in  the- 
ory is  impossible  in  practice.  Let  me  ask  this  question.  Of  what  use 
is  masonry  unless  it  be  made  practical  ?  Why  expend  time,  labor,  and 
money  in  perpetuating  the  impracticable?  Practical  masonry  is  the 
application  of  its  knowledge  to  the  experiences  of  life,  to  our  surround- 
ings, to  our  social,  business,  and  civic  relations.  The  term  brother- 
hood is  meaningless,  unless  associated  with  charity,  and  charity  is  but 
half  developed  when  restricted  to  the  humane  duty  of  alms-giving. 
Masonic  charity  in  its  broad,  unselfish  sense  is  to  do  unto  others  as  we 
would  that  otherH  should  do  unto  us.  It  is  the  charity  that  seeks  for 
truth,  honesty,  and  respect  for  the  rights  of  others,  that  fosters  knowl- 
edge, freedom,  and  toleration,  and  searches  and  strives  after  the  good. 
It  is  the  absence  of  this  charity  that  is  the  chief  cause  of  personal  dif- 
ficulties, arising  from  special  and  local  agencies,  by  wrangling  discus- 
sion, passionate  accusation,  petty  selfishness,  and  intolerant  opinion, 
all  producing  a  bitterness  which  sooner  or  later  affects  the  fraternal  re- 
lations within  the  Lodge,  and,  in  the  sapping  and  mining  of  its  har- 
mony impairs,  if  not  destroys,  its  effectiveness  and  usefulness.  This  is 
not  imagined  or  unrealized,  but  is  too  frequently  an  actual,  experienced 
condition,  a  great  and  grievous  fault.  When  brothers  are  ourdened 
with  defects  of  their  own,  they  should  exercise  charity  toward  the  fail- 
ings of  others ;  they  should  not  distress  the  mind  when  they  themselves 
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stand  in  need  of  many  things  ,  they  should  not  forget  the  law  of  haman 
interdependence,  and  should  not  pass  a  severeness  of  jiidf<ment  when 
regarding  another's  failings  through  a  medium  discolored  and  distorted, 
Cold-heartedness  and  self-regarding  ought  to  be  supplanted  by  kindness 
and  self-repression,  and,  in  the  practice  of  self-command,  passion, 
pride,  and  self-love,  give  way  to  a  chivalrous  courtesy  which  will  ele- 
vate both  the  giver  and  the  receiver.  Brothers  ought  to  remember  that 
"a  word  spoken  and  a  stone  thrown,  never  return  ;"  that  they  cannot 
be  masonicalfy  just,  if  they  are  not  kind  hearted  ;  and,  that  if  they  will 
entertain  faith  and  experience  confidence,  have  sympathy,  and  be  char- 
itably considerate,  with  a  desire  to  help  one  another,  their  own  charac- 
ters for  prudence  and  conduct  and  integrity  will  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended. 

ORATION. 

The  minutes  present  us  with  a  very  thoughtful  and  instruftive  ad- 
dress, delivered  by  Bro.  Alonzo  Sawyer,  Grand  Orator,  before  the  Grand 
Lodge,  on  Wednesday,  15th  October. 

He  '•  sketched  the  supposed  origin  and  the  progress,  vicissitudes  and 
present  condition  of  masonry,  and  made  some  reference  to  its  princi- 
ples, to  its  relations  to  other  organizations  and  to  the  interests  of  ha- 
manity."  But  in  trying  to  cover  too  much  (/round,  made  his  speech 
faulty,  in  that  it  was  necessarily  superficiaL  As  to  the  matter  of  origix 
alone,  he  had  a  depth  to  sound  quite  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary 
plumm^s,  and  a  theme  requiring  more  time,  even  to  enunciate  the  pre- 
valent theories  thereanent,  than  such  an  address  would  permit  or  his 
audience  tolerate. 

FOllEION   COBRESPONDENCE. 

Bro.  William  H.  Hill  is  still  "master  of  the  situation ""  in  this  de- 
partment ol  Grand  Lodge  work,  and  we  have  another  of  his  character- 
istic and  useful  reviews.  He  condenses  in  some  9()  pages  of  his  report, 
fair,  and  in  many  instances,  full  reviews  of  the  doings  of  over  50  Grand 
Lodges,  and  gives  besides  some  useful  general  statistics,  as  well  as  a 
resume  of  foreign  news. 

Alabama  Report  for  1878— 58th  annual— receives  due  consideration. 

He  says  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address,  of  that  year,  that  it 
**  is  well  written,  of  very  reasonable  length,  and  full  of  good  advice  and 
sound  masonic  doctrine."  He  approves  most  of  his  decisions,  and 
quotes  several  of  them,  but  seems  to  hesitate  at  the  requisite  Seven  to 
hold  a  Lodge.  It  is  our  law  custom,  Bro.  Hill,  and  the  decision  merely 
interpreted  the  law  of  Alabama,  having  no  reference  to  old  ustiges. 

He  notes  the  "plan  advice  as  to  the  prevalence  of  drunkenness  and 
profanity,"  given  in  the  report  of  Bro.  Titcomb. 

He  is  kindly  considerate  of  the  faults  of  him  who  conducts  the  Cob- 
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BESPONDENCE  for  Alabama.  ThaukH,  and  thanks,  also,  to  yon  and  Bro. 
Biomley,  too,  for  the  invitatioo  to  the  *< clam-bake."  Bat  alas,  and 
alack  a  day  !  How  shall  we  get  there?  We  can  write  up  an  invUation, 
bat  how  can  we  break  away  from  these  moorings,  when  tied  so  fast  to 
the  homo  stake  by  the  nnyielding  cord  of  impecaniosity?  Who  will 
deliver  ns  from  this  terrible  restraint?  **0h !  that  I  had  the  wings  of  a 
dove,  to  fly  away  and  be  at"  the  bake  ! 

OBAND    OFFICEBS. 

M  W.  Bro.  William  Wilson  Taylor Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Alex.  Gordon  Abell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

WHble  number  of  Lodges 211 

CANADA,  1879, 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  held  its  twenty-foarth  grand  an- 
nual communication  in  the  city  of  Kinolton,  commencing  on  WedneH- 
diiy,  September  10th,  A.  D.  1879.  with  M.  W.  Grand  Master  W.  a 
Waller  "  on  the  Throne,"  and  a  fall  attendance  of  Grand  Officers,  Grand 
Representatives,  and  Grand  Lodge  constituents — 221  Lodges  repre- 
sented, but  alas  too  many  of  them,  say  105,  ''by  proxy!'*  The  proxy 
epidemic  is  on  the  increase. 

Preceding  the  annual,  viz  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1879,  *'an  especial  com- 
munication "  was  hold  at  the  town  of  Owen  Sound,  to  lay  the  corner 
stone  of  the  county  high  school  in  that  place  is  reported.  Sach  work 
is  always  well  done  in  Canada,  as  in  this  instance  ;  for  that  Grand 
Lodge  has  every  year  more  or  loss  of  it  to  do,  and  having  long  ago 
'*  tried  her  'prentice  hand,"  she  has  now  become  an  expert  <*  master 
workman." 

Grand  Master  Weller  and  the  Grand  Lodge  were  welcomed  to  Kino- 
ETON  by  Brother  K.  T.  Walkern,  representing  the  brethren  of  that 
vicinity  in  a  very  appropriate  address,  a  portion  of  which  we  extract,  as 
it  is  historical  and  laudatory  both,  and  in  the  latter  respect,  well  de- 
served, viz : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  oj  Oanada  : 

Most  Worshipful  Sib— Twelve  years  have  passed  away  since  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the  City  of  King- 
ston, years  marked  by  important  events,  by  political  storms,  by  un- 
foreseen and  unexpected  changes,  by  wars,  social  revolutions,  and  the 
other  events  which  go  to  make  up  the  history  of  nations. 

But  though  men  have  come  and  gone,  though  nations  have  risen  and 
fallen,  yet  the  current  of  Masonry  has  flowed  steadily  onward,  never 
ceasing,  ever  increasing,  until  the  rivulet  of  1867  has  become  the  river 
of  1<879.  Twelve  years  ago,  during  the  Grand  Mastership  of  our  late 
Most  Worshipful  brother,  William  Mercer  Wilson,  there  were  in  Onto- 
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rio  173  MaRonic  Lodges,  to-day  the  namber  has  increased  to  369,  Id  ad- 
dition to  eight  Lodges  which  are  working  nnder  dispensation.  This 
marvellons  progress  is  partly  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  intrinsic  excellence 
of  the  principles  of  our  Order,  which  are  becoming  more  widely  known 
and  appreciated  from  day  to  day. 

An  institution  which  alleviates  distress  and  gives  comfort  to  the  sor- 
rowing, and  bread  to  the  hungry  is  entitled  to,  and  will  always  com- 
mand, the  respect  and  support  of  the  good  and  the  virtuous.  These 
are  some  of  the  objects  which  our  Ancient  Order  has  in  view. 

But  much  uf  our  progress  must  also  be  attributed  to  the  excellent 
management  and  supervision  of  the  Gmud  Lodge  and  its  officials.  It 
has  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  for  our  presiding  officers  men  who 
have  been  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Freema.soury,  and  who 
have  done  their  utmost  to  build  up  our  institutions,  by  earnestly  trying 
to  promote  the  gre^it  objects  which  we  seek  to  attain. 

After  a  suitable  response  to  this  address,  by  the  Gnind  blaster,  the 
Grand  Lodge  "received  and  saluted,  with  Grand  Honobs  R.  W.  Bro. 
John  H.  Isaacson,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec." 

The  annual  address  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Weller  is  a  brief  but  clear 
exposition  of  the  yetir  s  doings,  neither  too  short  nor  too  long.  "Hen^ 
we  rest''  a  moment  to  •'  make  an  observation  '^  on  organization,  viz  : 

The  work  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  during  recess,  is  admirably  dis- 
tributed, portioned  out  among  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  who 
report  in  full  the  condition  of  their  several  districts,  and  the  "  Boabds 
OF  General,  Purposes,"  and  that  of  "  Grievances  and  Appeals,"  the 
first  supervising  the  details  of  finance  and  general  administration,  the 
latter  overseeing  the  Cr!\ft  and  reporting  "on  the  condition  of  masonry," 
(including,  also.  Jurisprudence  and  "Foreign  Relations,"-  all  of  which, 
being  efficiently  and  intelligently  done,  as  is  usual  in  Canada,  relieves 
the  Grand  Master  of  much  of  the  care  usually  incident  to  that  position. 
He  is  thus,  none  the  less,  the  responsible  Head  of  the  Fraternity  and 
the  honored  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  but  is  not  as  in  some 
jurisdictions  the  drudge  of  both  Grand  and  Subordinate  Lodges.  "So 
mote  it  be  "  everywhere. 

The  Grand  Master  addresses  his  Lodge  as  "  the  rulers  in  the  Craft," 
which  is  alike  unique  and  appropriate. 

Had  issued  eleven  dispensations  for  new  lodges.  Had  held  seven  spe- 
cial communications  during  the  year,  five  devoted  to  the  ceremony  of 
consecration,  (of  new  Masonic  Halls)  and  two  to  aid  in  "  laying  the 
comer  stone  "  of  new  public  buildings. 

Had  exchanged  representatives  with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Idaho  and 
Arkansas  ;  filled  representative  vacancies,  caused  by  death,  in  Indiana 
and  Mississippi,  and  appointed  a  representative  to  Michigan  in  the 
"place  of    Robert   H.  Morrison,"    whose  commission    was    revoked. 

He  announces  with  regret  the  death  of  M.  W.  Harvey  G.  Hazlerigg, 
their  former  representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana. 
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Ho  nnnouncea  with  pknauro  "tbe  cUflfereaceB  eiintiog  amODg  our 
brplhrun  iu  Manitijua  hnVB  been  bupjiily  terniiualeii,"  imd  thna  relates 
tliii  heiiliti);  of  lb<<  Ciiaada  breiicU,  cleHigoated  beretofoie  by  tui  tu  the 
OnLirio  revoll,  viz  ; 

After  a  m-'venince  from  legitimate  Freemasonry  tor  upwards  of  three 
years,  the  erei'tei'  portion— twenty  in  nlf— ol  those  who  were  sipelled 
by  you  in  1H76.  or  MOBpended  for  their  eonneetion  with  the  "Onturio" 
miivomeiil,  hnve  now  eipremed  u  desire  to  return  to  their  allegi&nce, 
nnil  have  henu  reHtored  by  me  to  gani  standing  in  th(j  (jraft.  A  nam- 
her  ol  bretiiren  residing  in  or  nenr  London,  iuclnding  thoxe  I  had  re- 
Htorod,  liit«ly  prexenti'd  petitionH,  accooipiinieil  by  tbe  reqaisiCe  recom- 
niendntions,  nnd  I  crented  by  dispensation  the  new  Lodges.  King  Solo- 
nion'n  and  Union,  iJrefkdy  referred  to.  I  snb^eqnently  heated  in  the 
former  lind^e.  nt  the  request  of  this  Lodge  and  of  my  London  brethren, 
Kcirnc  of  tho>ie,  rcHideut  in  the  lociility,  who  had  been  irregularly  made 
under  the  nmhoriCy  of  the  self-styled  Untnd  Lodge  of  Untario.  The 
general  regnlutions  nnd  conditions,  which  I  bnva  prearrilied  as  to  the 
lieiitiug  and  affiliation  of  irregularly  made  Misuns,  will,  I  trust,  ensure 
the  reception  of  worthy  material  only. 

It  will  be  eratifying  to  you  to  learn  that  what  won  called  the  Grand 
Lodife  of  Untario  baa  ceased  to  eiist.  The  Seal  Used  by  il  bus  been  da- 
livored  up  to  be,  nnd  baa  been,  destroyed,  and  the  other  formalities 
considered  necessHry  for  its  extinction  have  been  complied  with. 

We  give  from  the  report  of  "the  Board  of  General  Purposes"  the 
Qnancinl  stnlemenl,  the  fund  having  been  reduced  by  legitimate  causea, 
as  explained,  viz  ; 

The  f\in(ta  of  Grand  Lodge  on  31st  December,  1678,  were  invested  as 
tollowa ; — 

Dominion  Stock  benribg  fi  per  cent,  interest $31,073  33 

Doioiniou  Stock  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest  23,<JT5  00 

Canadian  Bink  of  Commerce 3,129  33 

Total $58.177  66 

Which  represents  the  biLlauces  at  the  credit  of  the  following  acoonnts  : 

GenemI  Fund $24,423  96 

Asylum  Fund 8,389  65 

Benevolent  Fnnd.     Investment  accouDi 2-J,655  27 

Bcnpvolence.     Correut  aooonnt 3,806  78 

Total 158.177  66 

Showing  n  decrease  in  the  (unda  genernlly  of  $705  21,  which  is  attribu- 
table to  the  large  increase  in  the  amount  expended  on  Benevolence,  the 
increase  on  this  account  being  $1,980  DU,  and  also  to  the  increased  ex- 
penditure for  printing,  caused  by  the  publication  in  1878  of  the  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  two  years. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  was  recognized,  and  on  the 
racommcnilation  of  the  '■  Board  on  GrievanceB  and  Appeals,  '  the  follow. 
iug  action  was  taken  on  the  application  of  the  Qmnd  Lodge  of 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES  : 

A  further  applicalion  for  recogDition  has  been  received  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
are  detailed  in  the  Beport  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  lb78  Most 
of  the  Lodges  concerned  in  its  formation  weie  on  the  Scotch  Register, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  protested  against  the  recognition 
of  the  new  Grand  Body. 

Since  then  the  English  Lodge  has  transferred  its  allegiance,  but  a 
majority  of  the  Lodges  in  the  Province  has  not  yet  been  secured. 

The  Board  recommend  that  Ihe  further  consideration  of  this  applica- 
tion be  deferred  until  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Cuba  and  Colon,  as  reported  by  the  Foreign  Board  **  are  both  irregu- 
lar," but  action  was  postponed  in  the  hope  **  that  the  Masons  of  Cuba 
will  shortly  settle  their  differences,"  etc. 

The  following  is  significant  of  attachment  to  the  old  E.  A.  business 
system,  i.  e.  of  conducting  Lodge  business  on  the  ground  floor,  viz  : 

la  accordance  with  notice  given  at  the  last  Annual  Communication, 
it  was  moved  by  R.  W.  Bro.  John  Cascaden,  seconded  by  R.  W.  Bro. 
the  Rev.  C.  W.  Paterson— 

That  a  new  clause,  to  be  numbered  37,  be  added  to  the  Constitution 
on  private  Lodges,  to  read  thus  :  *'That  all  routine  business  in  private 
Lodges  shall  be  transacted  in  the  third  degree,"  and  that  all  existing 
regulations  to  the  contrary  be  hereby  repealed. 

The  motion  having  been  put  to  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  declared  lost. 

OBAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  A.  Henderson  (elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  J.  Mason  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Lodges 334  (?) 

COLORADO,  1879. 

Annual  Communication  held  on  Tuesday  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber. A.  D.  1879. 

Present — M.  W.  Grand  Master  Roger  W.  Woodbury,  all  except  two  of 
the  Grand  Officers,  several  Grand  Representatives  and  twenty-three  (of 
the  2G)  chartered  Lodges  represented. 

The   Grand  Master's  address   is  appropriate  and   instructive.    He 

speaks  of  the  beginning  of  Grand  Lodge  organization  and  the  present 

prosperity  of  the  Fraternity,  which  he  unfortunately  calls  the  ordeb,  in 

this  wise,  viz : 

Eighteen  years  ago  this  Grand  Lodge  was  organized,  with  eight  mem- 
bers, and  the  only  brother,  who  still  meets  with  us,  is  Right  Worshipful 
Whittemore  of  No.  7.  The  others  are  all  new  faces,  that  year  by  year 
have  been  crowding  the  older  off  the  stage  of  action,  and  assuming  the 
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duties  and  pleaRnres  nppertainiDg  to  this  Grand  Lodge  In  another 
eij^bteeo  years  those  who  are  here  to-day  will  have  dwindled  to  a  half 
dozen.  Your  name  and  mine  may  not  then  be  found  on  this  Grand 
Lodge  roll,  hut  we  may  be  sure,  it  we  will,  of  their  being  on  that  other 
roll  from  which  the  Master  never  strikes  off  a  name.  A  conscientious 
application  in  our  daily  lives,  of  the  virtues  and  principles  taught  in 
our  several  Masonic  lectures,  will  certainly  lead  to  a  blessed  haven. 

It  is  a  pleasure,  next  to  finding  my  brethren  well  and  happy,  that  I 
can  inform  them  of  prosperity  in  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction.  I 
should  be  sorry,  indeed,  to  report  the  contrary,  or  that  any  considerable 
difficulties  had  arisen  during  the  past  year.  In  Colorado  the  rule  has 
been,  'a  slow  growth,  but  a  sure  one,"  and  I  trust  the  rule  will  continue 
to  prevail.  The  greatness  of  our  institution  depends  not  upon  the 
number  of  Lodges,  or  the  number  of  members,  but  upon  the  influence 
exerted  in  the  practice  of  virtue  and  morality  by  the  members  we  have. 

Of  Lodge  debt  and  finances  he  cautions  prudently  and  judiciously, 

as  follows : 

The  question  of  finance  is  one  which  may  receive  a  share  of  your 
attention.  Associations  of  men,  like  private  individuals,  are  prone  to 
create  a  debt,  and  they  learn  when  too  late  that  it  is  easier  to  get  in 
than  to  get  out.  I  fear  it  is  too  often  the  case  that  new  lodges  start  ofif 
with  a  debt  hanging  over  them,  which  like  the  old  man  of  the  sea  can 
not  be  disposed  of.  I  btlieve  that  a  Lodge  that  is  in  debt  for  its  habil- 
iments, is  not  ready  to  be  chartered;  and  a  chartered  Lodge  in  debt 
can  not  exercise  that  discretion  in  the  use  of  the  dark  ballot  that  the 
purity  of  the  Order  demands.  If  the  Lodge  be  in  debt,  and  an  appli- 
cant appears  over  whom  hangs  a  little  doubt,  I  fear  that  he  and  not  the 
Lodge  will  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  It  costs  money  to  establish 
a  Lodge.  This  is  to  be  expected  at  the  outset,  and  if  we  are  unwilling 
or  unable  to  go  down  iuto  our  pockets  in  its  behalf,  we  should  permit 
the  privilege  of  organization  to  be  exercised  by  some  other  brethren. 
I  believe  it  would  be  on  excellent  provision  to  require  Lodges  under 
dispensation  to  be  free  from  debt  before  a  charter  be  issued.  Possibly 
we  can  not  require  our  chartered  Lodges  to  always  remain  free  from 
debt,  but  the  influence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  exerted  to  impress 
its  importance  upon  the  representatives  here,  and  urge  them  to  use 
their  influence  at  home.  A  debt  in  a  Lodge  is  followed  by  high  dues, 
and  that  by  dropping  from  the  roll  for  non-payment.  This  is  the  high 
pressure  machine  for  the  manufacture  of  non-affiliates.  To  prevent 
this,  make  the  fees  for  degrees  high,  and  the  dues  of  members  low. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  confer  the  degrees  for  so  small  a  sum  as  some  Lodges 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing.  It  belittles  Masonry'  and  is  not  good  finance. 
It  is  of  importance  too  to  the  great  principle  of  charity  which  underlies 
our  Masonic  institution. 

Dispensations  declined  as  follows  : 

I  have  declined  to  issue  dispensations  in  the  following  cases  :  Ist. 
To  elect  a  W.  M.  from  the  floor,  upon  the  request  of  the  Master  of  a 
Lodge.  The  choice  of  Master  is  one  of  the  privileges  of  the  brethren, 
and  the  request  should  come  from  the  Lodge  and  not  the  Master. 

2d.  To  issue  a  dispensation  permitting  dancing  in  a  Lodge  room  on 
St.  John's  Day.  While  refusing  a  dispensation  I  replied  that  there  was 
no  law  to  prevent  such  use  of  the  hall. 

3d.     To  issue  a  dispensation  to  ballot  in  less  than  the  regular  time 
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until  the  fee  to  the  Grand  Lodp:e  waR  paid.  Though  this  may  be  a 
trifling  matter,  I  have  held  in  this  as  iu  ail  other  cases,  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  rales  and  laws  mean  exactly  what  they  any,  and  are  not  for  the 
Grand  Master  or  Lodges  to  obey  or  disobey  at  their  pleasure.  In  this 
case  I  consented  to  issae  the  dispensation  on  payment  of  the  tee,  bat 
should  require  each  member  of  the  Lodge  to  be  notified  by  special  ser- 
vice that  a  ballot  woald  be  had  at  a  special  communication,  and  the 
candidate  pass  a  satisfactory  examination.  No  further  application  for 
the  dispensation  was  made. 

Quere.—ls  a  Lodge  competent,  under  general  Masonic  usage,  to  elect 
a  Master  from  the  floor  (as  we  understand  that  term— i.  e.  from  pri- 
vate members,  regardless  of  the  rights  of  Wardens,  present  or  past)?— 
We  think,  too,  there  was  a  more  important  objection  to  the  latter  dis- 
pensation than  the  one  alledgod — members  are  supposed  to  be  ready  to 
attend  a  regular,  but  can  not,  frequently,  obey  the  call  for  a  special 
meeting— hence,  it  is  not  advisable  to  suspend  the  By-Law  rule  as  to 
balloting,  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  Masonic  privileges.  We  quote 
most  of  his  decisions  and  take  exceptions  to  No.  7,  if  it  is  intended  to 
preclude  the  W.  M.  from  acting,  on  due  information  of  the  objections, 
for  the  objecting  member.  The  committee  on  jurisprudence  decide  the 
same  question  in  this  wise  : 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  report  that  according  to  Masonic 
law,  no  visiting  brother  can  be  excluded,  unless  the  objection  is  made 
by  a  member  of  the  Lodge  present  in  Lodge. 

And  under  this  rule,  strictly  construed,  if  the  brother  having  cause 
to  object  to  the  visitor,  is  unavoidably  absent,  his  Lodge  may  entertain 
an  unworthy  guest  to  the  injury  of  the  rights  of  the  absentee,  and  pos- 
sibly to  its  own  discredit.     We  think  the  rule  is  a  little  too  stringent 

DECISIONS. 

2.  That  in  the  absence  of  law  upon  the  subject,  the  burial  of  a  sui- 
cide may  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Master. 

3.  That  the  Fust  Master's  degree  may  be  omitted  at  the  instHllation 
of  a  Master  if  there  are  not  enough  brethren  qualified  to  confer  it  pre- 
sent or  to  be  obtained. 

4.  That  the  reconsideration  of  a  dark  ballot  can  not  be  entertained 
even  on  the  proposition  of  a  brother  to  declare  in  open  lodge  that  he 
cast  the  black  ball,  and  to  move  the  reconsideration  himself,  when  all 
the  members  are  present  who  were  present  at  the  time  of  the  rejection. 

5.  That  the  proper  method  to  obtain  the  second  or  third  degree  in  a 
Lodge,  after  having  received  one  or  more  in  another  Lodge,  is  to  uiako 
petition  in  the  usual  form  but  with  the  additional  facts  stated,  and 
accompany  it  with  the  consent  of  the  original  Lodge  under  seal. 

6.  That  such  a  petition  must  take  the  usual  course  of  all  other  peti- 
tions for  the  degree. 

7.  That  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  when  present  at  a  meeting  of  his 
Lodge,  can  object  to  a  visiting  brother  and  the  Master  must  thereapon 
exclude  the  latter. 


U.  Tbnt  a  brotber  id  good  standini;  can  cldim  n  dimit  withoat  giving 
reBHODB  for  the  n[iplicnticiD,  ir  he  be  clenr  on  the  books;  bat  sacb  iippli- 
caCioQ  nbould  be  in  wriiing  even  if  be  be  ptetmot. 

11.  Tbnt  tbe  V!.  M.  bnx  tbe  rigbt  m  reroHe  adtuixHiOD  to  mcmbRrB  of 
Dih  Lodge  during  Ibe  pcogreRs  of  work  nbich  will  be  disturbed  by  tbeir 

12.  That  R  Lodge  id  tbin  jnrJR  diet  ion  can  not  bt  opened  in  tbe  nb- 
Henca  of  tbe  Master  and  Wnrdenn,  eieept  by  tbe  Oraod  Mnster  or  his 
representBtive. 

14.  I  drclioed  to  rnvelse  tbe  decision  of  a  forcuer  Grand  Mnatcr. 
vbicb  nns  not  distipproved  by  tbe  Giand  Lodge,  that  a  person  witb  one 
eye  is  ineligible  foi  tbe  degrees. 

15.  I  declined  to  suspend  tbe  Mawter  of  a  Lodge  on  the  application 
of  a,  visitor  who  felt  injured  becaase  be  bnd  not  received  an  invitation 
to  A  Hociable  given  by  tbe  Lodge. 

W.  Bro.  Fbane  Chubcq,  Grand  Oqitoo,  delivered  an  able  address,  a 
trnly  eloquent  one  indeed,  on  tbe  chamcteri sties  of  Masonry.  He  very 
properly  gives  prominence  to  tbe  spiritnal  Temple,  designed,  by  tbe 
Gbeit  Abchitbi^,  to  be  erected,  throngh  mortal  expt'iiences  of  labor, 
grnaiii)  and  calamity— Ibo  rougb  work  of  adversity,  wbiih  is  preparing, 
nevertheless,  nmoolb  stones  to  ndnm  tbe  nltimate  Lodge  on  bigb  ;  and 
rates  tbe  Trestle-board  of  material  designs,  v^ith  all  its  wealth  of  arcbi- 
tecluml  skill  *nd  beauty,  as  nltngetber  secondary  to  the  plans  which 
look  to  the  iidornuient  of  tbe  soul  and  toud  to  prepiire  it  fur  "tbe  life 
that  is  and  is  to  be."  We  quote  a  few  sentences  to  give  oar  readers 
soma  indication  of  bU  thonght,  in  bis  own  words,  viz; 

Another  has  said.  "  Freemasonry  is  an  InAlilution  founded  on  et«rnnl 
reason  and  truth,  whose  deep  basis  is  tbe  ci'ilization  of  mankind,  and 
wb»se  everlastinf;  glory  is  supported  by  those  two  mighty  pillars  -sci- 
encQ  and  morality."  "A  beautilul  system  of  niomlity,  veiled  in  alle- 
gory and  illustrated  by  symbols."  Cut,  my  brethren,  is  it  not  some- 
thing niore  ;  is  it  not,  in  the  true  and  comprehensive  sense  of  the  term, 
a  religions  Inslitulion.  resting  upon  the  Holy  Writings  and  the  divina 
order  of  things?  Before  proceeding  any  farther  let  us  aee  whether 
there  is  any  fonmiation  for  the  statement  that  it  is  a  religions  Institu- 
tion. Bolt  back  the  wheels  of  time  to  a  period  long  anterior  to  the 
building  of  Ibe  Temple  ;  stand  upon  the  very  spot  where  the  founda- 
tions were  afterwards  laid,  and  what  do  yon  behold?  An  altar—and 
upon  that  altar  a  aactifioe—  beside  tbe  altar  and  sacrifice  a  father  about 
to  offer  up  bis  only  and  well-beloved  sou  iu  obedience  to  command ;  but 
the  final  blow  does  not  fnll ;  tbe  lest  in  complete  and  a  substitute  is 
furnished  ;  the  hand  of  death  is  slayed  aD<1  tbe  destroyer  it!  vanquished. 
So  the  mysteries  of  tbe  Temple  and  its  moral  counterpart  so  cherished 
now,  teach  as  they  should,  and  teach  with  moru  power  and  emphasis 
than  all  the  eloquence  ol  press  and  pulpit  combined,  the  leesona  of  a 
resarrection  and  a  second  lite.  Is  it  not  thou  a  religious  association? 
Not  religiouH  in  any  narrow  or  restricted  sense  ;  not  Christian  or  Jew- 
ish ;  not  Pagan  or  Mahometan  :  Catholic  or  Protestant ;  but  only  simply 


90  APPENDIX.  [1880. 

and  purely  religiou«.  Religion  is  of  God.  Sects,  forms,  creeds  and 
dogmas  are  of  men.  It  is  univtrsal  religion  wbicb  it  incalcateK ;  that 
religion  wbicb  is  essential  everywhere  to  tbe  true  character  of  mMu  ; 
that  sense  of  obligation  and  final  responsibility  which  affords  the  only 
security  for  tbe  fuitliful  observance  of  its  own  puro  principles,  and  its 
solemn  and  sncred  vows  ;  a  belief  in  tbe  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being. 
His  justice  and  goodness  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul  are  tbe  ele- 
ments of  religion  wbicb  it  requires  of  its  votaries,  while  it  heeds  not 
the  dogmas  and  specific  articles  of  faith  which  men  have  set  up  and 
called  the  only  true  rtlhjion.  Masonry  trom  its  first  beginning  has  in- 
deed been  the  sanctuary  of  this  universal  religion.  To  preserve  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God  from  tbe  assaults  of  paganism,  when  idola- 
try possessed  tbe  whole  world,  save  tbe  little  land  of  Jndea  and  tbe 
chosen  people,  was  one  of  the  objects  of  its  organization. 

It  bos  preserved  that  knowledge  through  all  these  periods,  which  bat 
for  it  must  have  been  lost.  The  high  and  holy  mission  baa  been  per- 
formed faithfully.  It  has  come  down  to  us  with  this  religions  element 
in  its  character  unimpaired,  and  it  will  cease  to  be  the  lustitntion  which 
has  come  down  to  us  when  it  ceases  to  inculcate  religion.     •      •     •      • 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Brother  E.  H.  Collins,  for  tbe  Committee,  makes  a  very  readable  and 
suggestive  report  on  this  topic.  His  review  embraces  tbe  proceedings 
of  40  Grand  Lodges,  and  he  has  apparently  scrutinized  their  doings 
carefully,  and  criticised  them  judiciously. 

Alabama  proceedings  for  1878— 58tb  annual  report — are  kindly  and 
favorably  noticed.  He  quotes  from  Grand  Master  H.  Clay  Armstrong's 
annual  address  quite  freely,  styling  his  extracts,  *'the  following  beauti- 
ful passages."  So  indeed  they  are,  for  tbe  exordium  referred  to.  is  un- 
exceptionable. 

In  his  conclusion  he  suggests  a  new  thought  on  tbe  propriety  of  tbe 
general  American  Grand  Lodge  censure  (official)  of  tbe  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  as  thus  : 

However  we  may  sympathize  with  tbe  universal  expression  of  disap- 
probation which  tbe  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  elicit€>d. 
we  would  nevertheless  remark  that  tbe  proceedings  of  the  American 
Grand  Lodges  in  this  matter  are  open  to  some  criticism.  If  we  are 
rightly  informed,  all  or  most  of  them  had  previously  cut  off  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  from  all  intercourse,  bi'cause  of  other  previous  irrega- 
larities  and  unmasonic  conduct.  Tbe  Gmnd  Orient  then  stood  to  as 
in  tbe  relation  of  an  outsider,  whose  conduct  we  could  no  more  notice, 
and  which  concerned  us  no  more  than  tbe  conduct  of  any  other  society 
or  organization  not  of  a  Masonic  character  at  all.  If  this  be  so,  tbe 
American  Grand  Lodges,  in  taking  this  recent  action,  have  passed  apoo 
a  matter  not  within  tlicir  cognizance,  and  however  worthy  the  motive  or 
proper  the  spirit,  have  nevertheless  acted  somewhat  irregularly. 


M.  W.  Brother  Bjron  L.  Carr GmacI  Miwter. 

R.  W.  Brother  Ed.  C.  Pnriuelee  (re-elected) Grand  Secretury, 

Namber  of  working  Lodges  2S— two  of  them  U.  D. 


We  ate  exceediiiRly  grfltifled  to  be  enabled  l 
lory  ndiuRtment  of  lliiB  intticnte,  aud  but  recently,  incteasiiigly  im- 
portant JDriHdicliODBl  coDtroveisy.  It  had  already,  at  the  date  of  oor 
last  report,  elicited  iDteoae  iotereat  in  all  tlie  American  Grand  Judges 
njid  in  ma07  ot  the  Eornpeaii  Masooio  Bodies,  causing  many  and  di- 
vetxe  delivemnceH  from  our  best  masouic  Huthoritien  and  writers  ;  many 
contendiofi  for  the  legitimacy  of  Cdha,  others  aiding  with  Colom.  and 
still  others  objecting  to  bolh  organ izalions,  and  contending  that  a  new 
and  more  regular  atnit  van  needed  to  entitle  either  of  the  claimants  to 
lull  cecotfuition  from  the  Americnu  Grand  Lodges.  Happily,  tbid  much 
discosaed,  and  apparently  needless  dispute,  ia  uow  ended  by  the  volun- 
tary, and  truly  fraternal,  adjustment  thereof  by  tho  late  coutcstanta  and 
"all  tlie  clouds  that  lowered  o'er  our  hoose  "  in  Gobi  are  bnried,  as  we 
hope,  in  the  deep  ocean  of  oblivion.  We  were  not  unprepared,  as  onr 
former  reports  on  tliis  subject  bave  intimated,  for  such,  or  a  similar, 
adjustment  of  this  matter.     It  is  well  that  it  is  done  so  quickly. 

We  reproduce  annexed  the  bulletins  from  onr  liretbreu  of  CtiBA,  an- 
uonncing,  first  the  agreement  to  unite,  in  a  second  circular  the  anit«d 
meeting  of  the  two  Bodies  is  proclaiiued,  and  in  the  third,  of  date  April 
3d.  18SI>,  we  are  favored  with  a  list  of  the  elected  Grand  Officers-aud 
long  may  it  live,  prosper  and  increase  in  strength,  asefulneKs.  and 
fame— of  the  new 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  we  donbt  not,  will  promptly  weleoroe 
this  new  sister,  by  an  mrly  and  cordial  recognition,  to  all  the  priiileges 
of  a  respected  and  deserving  eciual  in  the  grand  conlraternitj  of  maaouic 
HovereiguH. 

Tbe  ronsummation  alluded  to  is  tbuii  annonnced,  viz  : 

Office  of  the  Gbind  Secbetart, 
H*vA»*,  Febmaiy  3,  18«0. 
It.   W.  Bro.  Daaiel  Sngre,  Grand  Secrtlary  Onind  Lodgt  of  Alabama  : 

Deab  Sib  jtND  Bbotheb  : — Willi  the  full  authorization  of  onr  Grand 
Master,  I  bave  tbe  pleasure  to  advance  yun  the  following  notice  about 
our  jnrixdictiou. 

Ah  jou  will  see  by  the  beading  of  this,  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and 
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that  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  have  ceaned  to  exist,  according  to  a  special 
agreement  with  which  I  suppose  you  liave  been  acquainted,  they  having 
been  substituted  by  the  new  "United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the 
Island  of  Cuba." 

The  project  submitted  by  the  Lodges  and  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  ** Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,"  through  a  special  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  becoming  united  to  tbose  of  Colon,  was  ac- 
cepted at  lust  by  the  latter,  so  satisfying  the  fraternal  advices  nnd  de- 
sires of  almost  all  the  foreign  Grand  Lodges,  and  the  requirements  of 
the  Craft  in  this  much  disturbed  jurisdiction,  and  at  a  Special  Commu- 
nication held  on  the  25th  day  of  last  Jannaiy  the  proposed  union  was 
effected  in  accordance  with  the  basis  adopted  beforehand. 

From  among  the  Grand  Officers  composing  those  two  bodiefi  there 
were  elected  by  luck  those  who  are  to  continue  to  fulfill  the  various 
charges  until  the  session  of  the  28th  day  of  next  March,  where  the  final 
election  will  take  place,  Bro.  A.  Govin  remaining  in  the  meanwhile  to 
fill  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  and  the  two  Grand  Secretaries  of  the 
abolished  bodies  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba  to  continue  in  their 
respective  places,  that  is  to  say,  Bro.  G.  J.  Baruet  for  the  Masons  of 
Colon,  and  Bro.  A.  Almeida  for  those  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

You  will  receive  in  a  short  time  the  official  communication  for  your 
Grand  Lodge,  in  which  an  account  will  be  given  of  the  accomplished 
event. 

We  all  hope  that  the  contest,  which  has  lasted  so  long,  having  come 
to  an  end,  the  Cmtt  Masonry  in  this  territory  having  been  made  a  unit 
by  its  principal  bodies,  a  new  era  of  peace  and  progress  will  set  in ; 
that  you,  inspired  by  our  sentiments,  will  grant  to  the  new  Grand 
Lodge  the  sympatb}'  to  which  it  is  entitled,  and  that  between  your 
Grand  Lodge  and  this  the  proper  fraternal  relations  will  bo  established. 

In  consequence  of  the  effected  union  between  "Colon"  and  the  * 'Island 
of  Cuba,"  this  jurisdiction  has  to-day  sixty-five  constituent  Lodges,  and 
two  under  dispensation,  and  a  total  number  of  more  than  five  thousaDd 
members.  This  number  of  Lodges  and  members  will  shortly  be  in- 
creased by  the  incorporation  of  other  Lodges  belonging  to  different  or- 
ganizations, and  which  were  before  suborlinate  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colon,  in  Havana,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  *hat  other  bodies  dependent 
upon  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  follow  the  example. 

I  am  very  fraternally  yours, 

G.  J.  BAUNET,  Grand  SecreUry. 

SECOND  CIBCUIAB— PUBLISHED  IN  ENGLISH,  SPANISH,  AND  FRENCH. 

**  Brethren  :— The  Grand  Lodges  of  Cuba  and  Colon  presided  over 
respectively  by  the  undersigned,  Juan  B.  Hernandez  and  Antonio 
Govin,  yielding  to  the  repeated  solicitj'.tions  on  the  part  of  their  sistem 
abroad,  and  with  the  purpose  of  realizing  in  this  country  the  masooic 
unity  by  assembling  all  the  Cuban  Brethren  under  one  Grand  Lodge, 
strong  and  powerful,  have  resolved  to  consolidate,  which  was  carried 
into  effect  on  the  25tb  of  January  last,  in  the  city  of  Havana,  with  the 
previous  unanimous  consent  of  the  constituent  lodges  of  both. 

'*In  so  doing,  both  Gn\nd  Bodies  have  acted  under  the  pre-determined 
consideration  that  any  deficiencies  that  under  any  light  might  exist  in 
the  organization  and  establishment  of  their  constituent  lodges,  should 
become  thereby  mutually  healed  and  regulated.     And  we  beg  to  forward 
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herewith  the  mil  of  loilgeH  now  working  noder  tbe  TTuited  Graod  Lodge 
of  Coinn  iind  Cubn,  ol  wliicli  pleiise  tnke  due  notice. 

"Hy  (hiH  coUBoUdaliQQ,  tbu  conteHt  bfiolofore  cxiiitiDg  iimoud  CiibnD 
mmjODH  bHH  come  to  u  iutlHlnctury  lermioaliou  iu  ]iccurdance  with  the 
true  Njiirit  of  ujohoiii;  :  and  iu  cammuQiciiIiDg  to  ynai  good  selveg  this 
plensiiut  iutelUgtmce,  wo  are  bappy  to  triiitt  tlmt  ull  Grand  Loitx^  will 
receive  (ho  khujii  oheerlully,  aud  coiitiaae  to  favor  at  with  their  Imtemnl 
(lispositioD.  n-burerhH  (hn^e  thut  bnd  withheld  recognitiou  will  now  vel- 
cDuie  nui  Uuitfd  Grand  Body  to'  tbe  gT«ut  fiLinily  of  regoliif  Grand 
LodKeti. 

■•Hiivnna.  28lh  Februnry,  1880. 

"Fmlerniklly  yoara, 
"Ji;*nB.  Ueksanuez.  Antohi"  Gotw, 

Or-   Mayltr. 
■■Arii'o  Almeida,  'j   ,'i  [l.  h.]  G.  J.  Bibnet.  Oir.  SftTet" 


"ill  Firdere  l^is. 
"United  Gbihd  Lodge  of  Colon  and  tub  Islahc  of  Cuba, 
"  Office  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
"Hnvana,  April  7,  18B0. 
■•  To  (he  Mont  Woriliipfiil  Omiid  Lod-js  of  Maine : 

"Brethren  :~ In  tbe  nnnnal  eeiwioD  of  this  Uolted  Grand  Lod^e, 
coiDuiGuoed  March  28.  188U,  tbe  following  were  elected  and  installed 
Grand  Offieent : 

"M  W.  Grand  MiiBtor-AsTONio  GoviN. 
"K.  W.  Depnty  Grand  Uih 
"Neuior  Gmnd  Warden-  A 
"Junior  Grand  Warden— A 
"Gmnd  Secretary— A uRELi 
"Grand  Treosaret-  Eiiuaw 
■'Chairuian  Committee  oi 
Lecekff. 

"  Wituetie  my  band  and  seat. 

"Frttlernnlly  yours, 

"AUHO  ALMEIDA.  IL.  8.]" 


CONNECTIGDT,  1880, 

rond  grand  annual  communication  of  tbe  M.  W.  Grand 
aicut  conveued  in  tbe  cily  of  Hurtford.  on  Wednesday, 
D.  1880.  11.  W.  John  U.   Biirluw.  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 


'c.vN  11.  Hernandez, 
0  Me^a  Y.  Dominocez, 
IN  Garcia  Marcos. 


The  uiuet;-E 
Lo<lge  of  Couii 
Jannnrj  31st, . 
ter,  presiding. 

ThiB  remind 
it  sadly,  and 


IB  to  notice,  on  tbe  threshold  of  onr  report — and  we 
n  full  synipatby  wittli  our  bereaved  Brethren  of  Con- 
necticat—the  great  cnlatuity  wbicb  robbed  tbem  of  Iheir  Cbiep.  and 
caosed  tbe  burial  o(  the  body  of  their  "loved  and  lost"  M.  W.  Grand 
Mnitler.  Untimely  Death  !  We  are  tempted  to  exclaim,  for  he  won  joiit 
past  35  yesra  of  age,  and  was  called   benco  before  Ibe  close  of  his  Bret 
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year  of  service  in  the  Grand  East.  A  man  of  mark,  of  trae  masonic 
worth  and  renown,  he  mast  have  been,  to  have  attained  that  high  posi- 
tion so  early  in  life,  by  the  free  ballot  of  such  a  wise  and  pmdent  assem- 
blage of  Masons  as  constituted  the  91st  annual  communication,  which 
elected  him  Grand  Master.  The  emergent  communication,  held  at  Put- 
nam October  23d,  1879,  with  its  ampi^e  burial  service,  its  Lodge  and 
Commandery  escort,  the  tearful  regret  of  brother  and  citizen,  assem- 
bled to  participate  in  those  last  solemn  rites,  mark  his  grave  as  that  of 
a  most  excellent  Grand  Master.  The  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
memorial  tablet,  as  well  as  the  fine  steel-engraved  likeness  of  the  de- 
ceased, adornin^r  these  proceedings,  all  give  token  that  this  was  a  man 
of  no  ordinary  worth.     He  was  indeed  a  *' Prince  among  his  equals. "" 

Resuming  our  general  review,  we  observe  a  fair  attendance  of  Past 
Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives,  with  one  hundred  and  eleven 
(of  the  112)  constituent  Lodges  represented. 

The  work  of  the  Lodge,  devoted  generally  to  routine  duties,  was 
pleasantly  diverted  therefrom  by  an  episode  involving  the  complimen- 
tary reception,  with  ample  honors,  of  P.  G.  Master  John  W.  SimonK, 
of  New  York,  who  responded  to  the  honors  of  his  reception  "with  a 
few  eloquent  words  of  friendly  greeting."  He  came,  albeit,  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  New  York,  to  urge  antagonistic  views  to  Connecticut,  in 
the  pending  controvtTsj',  known  as  the  "Webotuck  matter."  A  very 
serious  and  intricate  subject  of  dispute,  involving  on  the  on«  hand  (N. 
Y.)  a  belief  and  charge  that  legitimate  members  of  her  jurisdiction  had 
been  improperly  appropriated  by  a  sister  jurisdiction  (Connecticut),  and 
on  the  other,  the  assertion  of  the  right  to  retain  the  members  claimed 
by  New  York,  as  they  had  voluntarily  associated  themselves  with  ma- 
sons of  that  jurisdiction  and  asked  for  and  obtained  a  charter  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  thus  becoming  an  essential  requisite  to 
the  integrity  of  the  orgauiaition  of  the  new  Lodge,  etc.  Connecticut 
disavows  any  intention  to  infringe  upon  the  jurisdictional  rights  of 
New  York,  but  contends  that  under  the  New  York  constitution,  exist- 
ing at  the  time  of  this  occurrence,  such  expatriation,  as  the  aforesaid 
members  attempted,  was  not  forbidden,  that  it  is  admissible,  under 
general  masonic  law,  for  her  to  retain  them,  and  that  the  degradation 
of  her  sovereignty  in  yielding  them  up,  would  far  outweigh  any  in- 
fringement of  New  York  authority  in  retaining  them.  The  controversy 
is  conducted  admirably,  both  as  to  tone  and  talent,  on  both  sides,  and 
we  doubt  not  will  end,  as  all  such  disputes  should  end,  in  an  amicabh 
adjustment  and  full  reconciliation. 

On  reading  the  New  Y'ork  report  of  1879  relating  to  this  controversy, 
wo  could  see  no  excuse  for  Connecticut,  but  the  very  able  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  of  Connecticut,  found  in  these  proceed- 
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iugs,  exhauHtivelj'  prefleDting  their  view  of  tbe  Habject,  CDDTinces  ns 
tbnt  tbete  nre  "  two  aiiloB  to  tho  qrcKtioD,"  and  remindH  ns  forcibly  of 
Ihe  nptuew  of  the  Germno  couplel,  rule  of  evidence,  (im  Gmiid  MitBler 
Brown,  of  CaliforDJik,  wah  reminded  of  it  in  ft  teceot  category  of  hoaty 
couclQHioLH),  viz: 

"One  hiiid'h  word  is  no  man's  word, 
JuHtice  needH  that  both  be  beard." 
Ilat  with  nit  the  lighttt  before  us,  and  the  enliject  hfts  been  fully  ilis< 
cuBsed  in  both  Gmnd  IjodgSK,  we  ™ouot  see  how  Ihe  New  York  claim 
iiH  preMinted  by  Gmnd  MsHter  Hoome,  nud  bix  immediate  predecet*sor, 
M.  W.  Edmund  F.  JudHon,  cnn  be  snconHsfully  controverted.  The 
fiictH,  IIH  we  iindemtiind  thorn.  rUow  nn  iiifringement  of  JDrindictiou  on 
the  piirt  of  Conneclicut,  liowever  uninleutionHl  it  may  have  beau,  and 
thn  best  Way  ont  of  soch  a  breach  of  Jaw  and  etiquette  ii  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  error,  and  Ihe  making  of  such  nmends  08  are  reqaiitite. 
TbiM  we  Bay  wilb  ull  deference  to  our  intelligent  Brethren  of  Cnnnectt- 
cut.  and  are  impelled  to  it,  too,  aotwitbatandini^  oar  babitnol  bias  iu 
fnvur  of  the  weak  agiinst  tbe  strong,   "but  right  ia  right,  and  there's 

Acting  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Bnrlow  delivered  an  eicellent  nddreiw, 
recapilnlatiog  concisely  and  with  good  method  the  occarrencea  of  tbe 
yeer,  and  prcaentiug  in  forcible  words  the  subjccla  claiming  the  delib- 
Grations  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Tbe  Grand  Secretary.  Bro.  J.  K.  Wheeler,  gives  ua,  in  bis  report,  an 
ioterenting  item,  dincloxing  the  iotent  of  Scotland  towards  Quebec, 
which  we  eitract,  exclaiming,  alaa '.  for  tbe  Htnbboruaess  of  tbe  do- 
scaudanta  of  old  Ku.W[.nn[nu,  viz  : 


On  tbe  28th  of  January  Inst.  (1870)  agreeablu  to  the  direction  of  thia 
Grand  Lodge,  I  forwarded  to  the  Grand  S)^cretary  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  an  attested  copy  of  Ihe  report  of  yoar  committee  on 
JiiriB|)rtidance  relating  to  the  controveray  eiiating  between  that  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lo<1ga  of  Quebec,  on  the  queation  of  jurisdiction, 
and  shortly  after  received  a  reply  which  indicatea  tbe  views  of  ijcotland 
iu  relereuce  to  the  matter. 

The  Grand  Secretary  aays  :  "  Meantime  permit  me  to  say  for  tbe  in- 
formatiou  of  your  Grand  Lodge,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  boa 
n»  intention  of  invading  the  Masonic  territory  of  any  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  United  Sl*le3 ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Grand  Master  and  other  office 
bearers  and  merabera  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  are  most  desirous 
of  caltivating  fraternal  relutious  with  tbesc  grand  bodies.  It.is  right, 
however,  that  yon  should  tuow  that  tbe  charters  issued  to  new  Lo^es 
in  tbe  city  of  Montreal,  Province  of  Quebec,  will  certainly  not  be  with- 
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Siuce  the  receipt  of  the  foregoing,  I  have  received  nothing  relating 
to  the  subject. 

FOBEIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro.  Jos.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary,  famishes  the  Report  on  CJor- 
respondence  in  his  nsnal  style  of  jast  discrimination  and  completeness. 
He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  over  50  Grand  Lodges,  inclading  those 
of  Alabama  for  1878— 58th  annual  Report— giving  them  due  considem- 
tion  and  oar  fall  quota  of  space.  We  thank  him  for  his  kindly  refer- 
ence to  our  share  of  the  work  of  that  report 

We  assent  most  cordially  to  the  following  sentiments  embodied  in 
his  "conclusion,"  viz : 

The  address  of  the  Gn\nd  Masters,  and  reports  of  the  various  com- 
mittees, express  sentiments  indicating  a  higher  aim  towards  all  those 
virtues  which  tend  to  make  mankind  better  and  happier. 

The  jurisprudence  of  the  country  at  large  has  become  more  aniform 
on  most  questions  which  have  been  discussed,  and  there  are  but  few 
matters  of  general  interest  that  have  not  been  decided  in  accord  with 
the  general  sentiment. 

There  are  a  few,  however,  which  become  apparent  to  any  one  who 
will  peruse  the  various  proceedings.  They  are  not  altogether  local ;  but 
rather  of  an  international  character,  which  would  be  adjusted,  without 
doubt,  had  the  institution  a  national  government  like  some  other  bod- 
ies ;  but  whether  the  organization  of  such  a  body  would  be  conducive 
to  the  best  interest  of  the  Fraternity,  taking  everything  into  considera- 
tion, is  a  matter  of  doubt. 

From  time  to  time,  the  organization  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  has 
been  urged,  and  to-day  has  its  votaries  ;  but  so  much  has  been  accom- 
plished without  it,  we  think  in  process  of  time,  all  existing  difficulties 
on  account  of  the  difference  in  legislation  may  be  removed. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  H.  Barlow  (elected) Grand  Master. 

R  W.  Bro.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 112 

DAKOTA,  1879-80. 

The  fifth  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Da- 
kota met  in  the  city  of  Yankton,  on  Tuesday,  June  10th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Geo.  H.  Hand,  with  several  P.  G.  Offi- 
cers and  the  Representatives  of  six  (of  their  nine)  Chartered  Lodges. 
The  proceedings  indicate  no  business  of  interest  outside  of  that  juris- 
diction, save. only  the  unfortunate  and,  to  us  appearing,  unnecessary 
controversy  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  the  latter,  as  we 
think,  being  in  fault.  But  we  shall  allude  again  to  this  matter  before 
closing  this  review. 
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The  Grand  Master's  address  is  appropriate  and  concise,  allading  as 
well,  to  interesting  occurrences  in  other  jarisdictions  as  giving  dae  con- 
sideration to  home  matters. — He  announces  the  death  of  R.  W.  Mark 
W.  Bailey,  "who  was  Secretary  of  the  Convention  that  organized  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  was  elected  its  first  Grand  Secretary,  and  re-elected 
to  that  position.**  He  died  15th  November,  1878,  and  is  avouched  for 
-'as  a  young  man  of  rare  promise,  and  rising  rapidly  to  eminence  in 
his  chosen  profession  of  the  law."  *'  A,  true  friend,  an  honest,  upright 
man." 

He  decides  two  questions  as  to  dim  its,  as  follows,  viz  : 

I  have  answered  a  good  many  questions  during  the  past  year,  but 
have  made  very  few  decisions,  and  those  not  of  a  difficult  character. 
Among  them  are  the  following  : 

Question.— Kov/  old  should  a  dimit  be  to  make  a  brother  "not  good 
in  standing?'* 

An8ir>er. — I  know  of  no  rule  in  this  jurisdiction  that  limits  the  life  ot 
a  dimit. 

Q«/e.v/)oif.— Suppose  Bro.  A.  B.  has  been  dimitted  from  his  lodge  ten 
years,  can  he  apply  for  membership,  and  if  so  why  can  he  not  visit? 

Answer. — If  a  brother  was  regularly  dimitted  from  a  legally  consti- 
tuted Lodge,  is  a  man  of  good  habits  and  character,  even  if  his  dimit 
be  ten  or  twenty  yeiirs  old,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  he  may  not  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  membership  of  your  Lodge.  His  right  to  visit  is  limited 
to  three  visitations,  by  resolution  of  this  Grand  I^dge,  adopted  at  the 
last  annual  communication. 

We  have  also  the  proceedings  of  the  sixth  annual  communication, 
held  in  the  same  city,  June  8th,  1880,  a  larger  volume  than  its  prede- 
cessors, quite  a  doubling  of  proportions,  and  indicating  healthy,  as  well 
as  rapid,  progress  in  Grand  Lodge  **  work  and  ways." 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Hand  again  presided  in  the  Grand  East  and 
again  Six  Chartered  Lodges  were  represented — which,  by  the  way,  was 
not  a  proportionate  representation,  as  compared  with  1879,  or  a  majority 
one  either,  for  we  observe  that  the  Lodges  had  increased  from  a  char- 
tered and  2  U.  D.,  in  1879,  to  Sixteen  Lodges  in  1880,  all  chartered, 
apparently. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Hand,  to  this  communication  was  again 
characteristically  chaste  and  comprehensive.  He  speaks  favorably  of 
the  condition  of  the  Craft  under  his  ovebseebship,  and  alludes  to  the 
only  disagreeable  condition — the  controversy  of  Minnesota  growing  out 
of  a  charter  granted  by  the  latter  to  Bismarck  Lodge,  located  within  the 
territory  of  Dakota.  We  shall  give  under  the  head  of  Fobeion  Cob- 
BESPONDENCE  somc  itcms  of  this  dispute  and  will  only  say,  now,  that 
there  appears  to  be  a  growing  disposition  to  heal  the  breach  and  restore 
harmony  on  the  part  of  both  contestants.  Grand  Master  Hand  had  re- 
ceived friendly  letters  from  Grand  Master  Wells,  of  Minnesota,  over- 
7 
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tnring  for  a  delay  of  proceedings  against  the  reensant  Lodge  (Bismarck) 
"  antil  such  time  as  circumstances  should  dictate  a  voluntary  change  in 
its  allegiance, "  of  which  the  former  says  : 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  kindly  and  fraternal  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  thff  present  M.  W.  Gmnd  Master  of  Minnesota,  in  his  letters 
to  me,  will  lead  to  a  better  feeling  between  the  two  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
and  ultiumtely  to  a  settlement  of  these  unhapp}'  difficulties.  In  any 
proper  effort  looking  to  this  desired  end,  I  feel  sure  that  every  member 
of  this  Grand  Body  will  be  found  ready  to  co-operate. 

And  the  trouble  Was  healed  by  the  suggested  action  of  Bismabck^Lodgi; 
and  although  this  disposes  of  the  controversy  as  between  theee  two 
Grand  Lodge  contestants  in  a  way  competent  to  restore  peace  it  does 
not,  in  our  opinion,  properly  dispose  of  the  real  question  at  issue  as  be- 
tween the  two  Bodies  involving  the  principle  of  Grand  Lodge  territorial 
jurisdiction  which  it  seems  to  ns  was  essentially  violated  by  Minnesota 
in  the  act  of  chartering  originally  and  subsequently  of  retaining  control 
of  Bismarck  Lodge,  and  we  shall  as  a  matter  of  general  interest,  and  of 
historical  value  as  elucidating  the  usages  of  the  Craft  in  matters  per- 
taining to  the  exclusive  riijhis  involved,  reproduce  a  portion  of  the  very 
interesting  remarks,  thereanent,  of  Bro.  W.  H.  H.  Beadle,  Chairman  of 
Committee  on 

FOREIGN   COBRESPONDENCE. 

The  first  effort  of  that  Grand  Lodge  towards  such  official  communi- 
cation with  her  sister  jurisdictions,  and  it  is  indeed  a  very  able  and  in- 
teresting beginning,  suggesting  a  feast  of  good  things  yet  to  come  from 
our  sister  of  Dakota.  Brother  Beadle  after  a  full,  clear,  an  J  exhaustive 
discussion  of  the  facts  and  principles  involved  in  this  controversy,  that 
closes  his  remarks,  viz  : 

What  IS  the  sum  of  the  whole  matter?  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakotft 
was  regularly  and  duly  organized  and  constituted.  In  its  organization 
and  after  its  constitution  it  sent  every  notice,  invitation  and  item  of 
proper  information  to  everybody  to  which  it  was  due.  There  is  no  such 
question  as  that  about  the  G.  L.  of  New  Soutb  Wales  over  a  minority  of 
Lodges.  It  had  six  out  of  seven  Chartered  Lodges,  and  that  seventh 
one  is  now  of  its  registry.  It  now  holds  jurisdiction  over  many  more, 
and  is  refused  obedience  by  only  one  and  that  one  was  chartered  nearly 
two  ye:ir8  after  the  due  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota,  and 
fourteen  months  after  Minnesota  acknowledged  notice  of  it.  Over  that 
Lodge  and  its  proportionate  share  of  territory  Minnesota  cbiims  cx>n- 
tinning  and  permanent  jurisdiction,  to  be  terminated,  if  ever,  not  by 
Minnesota's  act  but  by  that  Lodge's  plejisure.  DakotA  has  thus  far  ex- 
hibited only  forbearance  toward  the  Lodge  in  question,  and  m»y  in- 
definitely do  so  without  yielding  or  affecting  her  right. 

What  judgment  do  the  wisdom  and  precedents  of  America  apply  to 
Bucb  state  of  tacts?  They  say  definitely  and  conclusively  that  AJiune* 
ROta  erz8.    Beginning  with  the  introduction  of  organized  Masonry  in 
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America  and  coming  down  to  the  present  there  is  seen  a  common  role 
to  this  efifect,  and  the  exceptions  are  only  cases  of  temporary  interest 
violating  it.  In  colonial  days  there  were  provincial  Grand  Masters — 
some  over  definite  boundaries,  others  over  regions  not  so  covered. 
These  were  the  highest  Masonic  authority  present,  and  stood  in  place 
of  Grand  Lodges  which  soon  succeeded  them.  We  have  shown  that 
from  earliest  times  these  provincial  Grand  Masters  and  the  Grand 
Lodges  began  to  declare  and  to  practice  this  rule  of  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion. Massachusetts  declared  also  that  it  was  understood  that  charters 
in  common  territory  were  limited  in  duration  by  a  Grand  Lodge  consti- 
tuted therein.  New  York  as  early  as  1765  declared  this  explicitly  in  a 
charter  to  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  Pennsylvania,  New  Hampshire,  Con- 
necticut, South  Carolina  and  others,  originally  or  in  response  to  Massa- 
chusetts, declared  for  exclusive  jurisdiction.  Virginia  in  1779  enforced 
it.  The  Massachusetts  doctrine  brought  harmony,  unity  and  peace 
there,  and  the  same  rule  kept  it  el^ewhsre.  So  unquestioned  and  as  a 
matter  of  course  was  this  rule  from  the  first  that  in  1815  Ohio  applied  it 
with  free  authority  and  invoked  the  aid  of  older  jurisdictions  with  con- 
fidence. The  original  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland 
declared  and  practiced  it  lor  themselves  if  not  always  toward  others. 
This  line  of  history  and  authority  has  continued  unbroken  until  within 
a  few  years  past,  and  that  breach  is  a  weakening  toward  a  foreign  de- 
mand and  confessedly  against  our  American  interests  and  principles. 
The  American  treaties  of  consent  confirm  the  rule  most  strongly,  and 
the  most  doubtful  cases  do  not  impair  it.  The  adverse  claim  is  a  very 
recent  invention  here,  or  a  modification  of  Scotland's  theory,  and  is 
without  American  precedent  or  present  assent,  except  from  a  kindred 
interest  or  feeling,  and  they  do  not  agree  or  point  out  a  feasible  prac- 
tice for  it.  It  endangers  the  peace  of  Masonry,  is  filled  with  elements 
of  disorder,  and  opens  a  broad  way  for  further  innovations.  The  rule 
we  contend  for  is  the  strong  bond  of  harmony,  a  sure  defense,  and  the 
end  of  strife. 


This  report  was  written  prior  to  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  ex- 
cept a  few  brief  notices  which  indicate  the  difference.  During  the  ses- 
sion the  pleasant  event  occurred,  which  the  proceedings  show,  whereby 
the  Lodge  at  Bismarck  yielded  its  allegiance  to,  and  was  received  upon 
the  register  of  Dakota  Grand  Lodge.  This  removes  the  last  of  the  dif- 
ferences between  Minnesota  and  Dakota  which  have  been  the  principal 
subject  of  discussion  in  these  pages.  We  still,  however,  insist  upon  all 
we  have  said  and  stand  firmly  by  the  principles  which  must  become 
universal  in  America  before  peace  and  comity  are  assured.  We  espe- 
cially insist  upon  the  right  application  of  the  American  doctrine  toward 
New  Mexiso,  and  every  small  and  new  Grand  Lodge  struggling  against 
a  powerful  and  older  one.  We  have  felt  the  sneer  of  assumed  experi- 
ence and  the  contempt  of  an  established  power  too  keenly  to  forget 
others  in  like  travail  of  a  just  defense.  If  Masonry  cannot  do  the  right 
and  work  justice  and  spread  the  cement  of  brotherly  love  by  advances 
toward  the  weak  and  struggling,  in  place  of  sharp  and  cold  technical 
thrusts  at  their  life,  it  is  time  it  had  taken  a  new  lesson  in  the  primer 
of  its  morals  and  learned  again  its  upright  steps  in  regnlar  principle. 

Brother  Beadle  in  addition  to  his  comprehensive  review  of  most 
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American  Grand  ProceedingP,  kindly  welcomes  and  criticises  the  Ala- 
bama Report  for  1879--«59th  annual  communication. 

He  quotes  approvingly  from  G.  M.  Armstrong's  annual  Rddre<«8,  and 
from  the  report  on  correspondence,  expresRing  of  it  the  verj'  flattering— 

*' We  hope  to  read  more  as  we  expect  to  learn  much  from  Brother 
Beers." 

Please  don't  do  that  again,  Brother  B.,  for  our  face  is  too  red  already 
to  endure  another  blush — red  not  from  blossomings  or  the  like,  but  be- 
cause of  an  unfortunate  constitutional  thin  skin  and  ruddy  complexion. 

QBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  H.  Hand  (3d  re-election) Grand  Ma.ster. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Charles  T.  McCoy  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 16. 

DELAWARE,  1879. 

The  seventy- third  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Delaware  was  held,  as  appointed,  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  on  the 
Ist  and  2d  days  of  October,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Taylor  and  a  constitutional  num- 
ber of  Subordinate  Lodges  (we  count  19  Lodges,  participating  in  the 
work)  represented — with  a  number  of  permanent  members,  and  ten 
Qrand  Representatives.  The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Taylor  is 
very  brief,  but  seems  long  enough  to  express  all  that  necessarily  claimed 
utterance  ;  indeed  he  said  what  was  necessary  and  not  a  icord  more. 
The  following  extract  contains  all  that  can  possibly  interest  the  public- 
save  only  his  ill-advised,  as  we  think,  recommendation  (to  the  Grand 
Lodge)  of  *'the  Masonic  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Delaware,'*  as 
follows,  viz : 

It  gives  me  happiness  to  state  that  within  our  particular  jurisdiction, 
our  Order  is  in  a  healthy,  if  not  a  growing,  condition  ;  peace  and  har- 
mony are,  I  believe,  universally  prevalent  Differences  of  opinion  upon 
minor  topics  doubtless  exist.  It  would  be  anomalous  and  unnatural  if 
it  were  otherwise. 

Free  Masons  lay  no  claim  to  infallibility.  Nor  is  knowledge  confined 
to  a  favored  few.  We  may  not  all  coincide  in  opinions  upon  every  sub- 
ject ;  but  this  we  can  attain  to,  by  the  exercise  of  that  charity  which  is 
the  brightest  jewel  in  the  crown  that  embrows  our  glorious  Order,  we 
can  "agree  to  differ." 

Asserting  the  right  to  our  individual  judgment,  let  us  not  attempt  to 
withhold  the  like  privilege  from  our  Brother. 

Let  me  bespeak,  then,  for  our  present  consultations,  entire  frecKlom 
from  strife  and  contention,  Siive  **that  noblo  contention,  or,  rather, 
emulation  of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree." 
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It  is  with  joyful  emotioDH  that  I  declare  onto  yon  the  remarkable 
goodDess  and  lenity  of  him  who  Buffers  not  a  Rparrow  to  fall  to  the 
ground  without  hin  knowledge,  in  his  dealings  with  the  membership  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  in  withholding  disease  and  sparing  life.  This  is  a 
subject  for  gratitude  as  well  as  for  gratulation. 

But  whilst  we  rejoice  at,  and  give  thanks  (or,  these  evidences  of  ten- 
der regard  and  constant  care,  we  have  not  been  left  without  the  solemn 
admonition  which  even  a  single  instance  of  death  expresses,  that  Ma- 
sons have  not,  and  cannot  expect,  exemption  from  the  operation  of  that 
stern  decree,  that  "it  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die." 

Witli  profound  sorrow  I  announce  to  you  that  our  ranks  have  been 
invaded  by  the  grim  messenger. 

On  Nov.  25th,  1878,  our  bite  Brother  P.  G.  J.  W.,  Wm.  H.  Dodd,  en- 
tered into  rest. 

He  was  early  in  lile  admitted  to  a  knowledge  of  the  elevating  doc- 
trines and  the  sublime  mysteries  of  our  Order,  and  thenceforth  he  be- 
came and  remained  a  devotee  at  the  shrine  of  Masonry. 

*'As  the  sunflower  turns  to  his  God  when  he  sets, 
The  same  look  which  he  gave  when  ho  rose," 

8o  our  departed  Brother  never  wavered  in  his  devotion  to  our  Order 
through  a  long  life. 

The  reports  of  Grand  Officers  and  of  the  committee  suggest  no  work 
of  other  than  routine  interest    The  report  on 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE, 

made  by  Brother  J.  W.  H.  Watson,  Chairman,  merely  acknowledges  re- 
ceipt of  sundry  "reports  of  proceedings,"  including  the  Alabama  re- 
port for  1878,  and  thus  disposes  of  the  matter  contained  therein,  viz  : 

The  reading  of  the  above  reports  shows  much  that  was  of  great  in- 
terest to  us,  and  we  would  have  bevm  pleased  to  have  embodied  herein 
such  of  their  contents  as  we  thought  would  be  of  general  interest  to  the 
Craft  in  this  jurisdiction  ;  but  as  your  M.  W.  body  at  its  last  annual 
communication,  thought  an  extended  review  was  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  the  brethren  to  warrant  the  expense  of  its  publication  with 
the  proceedings,  we  have  refrained  Irom  more  than  merely  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  the  documents  that  have  come  into  our  hands. 

GRAND   OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  H.  Taylor  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R,  W.  Bro.  William  S.  Hayes  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 22, 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  1879. 

This  M.  W^  Grand  Lodge  held  several  Grand  Communications  during 
1879,  viz:  a  "stated"  meeting,  convened  January  22d,  a  "special" 
April  9th,  and  another  of  like  nomenclature  April  23d.    The  8emi-An>' 
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nual  was  held  May  4th,  and  the  ANKUAii  Communication  assembled  No- 
vember 12th,  and  was  followed  by  the  Installation  Communication, 
December  27th,  of  the  same  year.  M.  W.  Grand  Master  H.  A.  Whit- 
ney, present  and  presiding  at  all  of  these  commanications,  except  the 
special  of  April  23d,  Bro.  Joseph  S.  McCoy,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter, acting  as  Grand  Mister  on  that  occasion.  Why  so  many  meetings? 
It  woald  be  quite  impracticable  to  hold  as  many  in  a  less  compact  or- 
ganization than  that  of  the  District,  and  there  is  a  leaning  in  oar  re- 
gion toward  biennial  instead  of  annaal  communications — Georgia  lead- 
ing ofif  in  that  direction — because  of  the  heavy  expenses  attending  snch 
assemblies  and  the  tendency  towards  too  much  law^  supposed  to  be  en- 
couraged by,  even,  annual  meetings.  However,  it  is  not  ours  to  object 
to  the  customs  of  our  Brethren  of  the  District.  We  know  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  all  of  the  communications  referred  to,  were  interesting,  and 
have  afforded  us  pleasant  and  instructive  retiding. 

The  STATED,  of  January  22d,  was  occupied  in  considering  the  finances 
of  the  Grand  Lodge — the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Library  —a  very 
good  report,  but  apparently  not  altogether  satisfactory,  for  we  note  the 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  new  books  was  entrusted  to  a  speeidil 
committee— And  two  Important  reports  on  Jurisprudence,  from  Bros.  A. 
G.  Mackey  and  Chas.  F.  Stansbury,  P.  G.  Masters.  The  first,  relating 
to  a  By-Law  of  Washington  Centennial  Lodge  conflicting  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  of  course  sustaining  the  supremacy 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  latter  report  relates  to  a  question  arising 
under  the  system  of  Grand  Lodge  aepresentation,  as  practiced  in  Amer- 
ica. This  report  is  interestiuf^  in  itself,  and  elucidates  a  subject  not 
heretofore  discussed  in  our  reports,  and  we  therefore  extract  its  sab- 
stance,  viz  : 

The  system  of  representation  was  introduced  into  Masonry  not  very 
many  years  ago  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  It  was  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  establishing  a  more  efficient  bond  rf  fraternal 
union  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  our  common  country,  and  with 
this  view  was  readily  accepted  by  them. 

No  law  or  regulation,  however,  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
which  initiated  the  system,  nor  to  our  knowledge  has  any  since  been 
framed  by  that  or  any  other  Grand  Lodge. 

Custom  alone  has  governed  the  appointment  and  the  recognition  of 
Bepresentatives,  but  that  custom  has  been  very  uniform  an^  uninter- 
rupted. To  that  custom  we  must  therefore  refer  for  the  decision  of  the 
question  submitted  to  us,  because,  in  the  absence  of  positive  law,  cus- 
tom or  usage  becomes  an  unwritten  law.  It  is  true  that  the  legal  maxim 
requires  the  usage  to  have  existed  from  time  immemorial,  but  in  the 
present  case  we  are  compelled  to  restrict  ourselves  to  the  comparatively 
brief  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  creation  of  the  system  of  repre- 
sentation. 

The  fact  that  the  period  has  been  so  brief  in  which  the  usage  has  pre- 
vailed merely  takes  from  it  the  character  of  a  landmark,  and  leaves  to 
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any  Grand  Lodge  the  power  of  making  sach  regulation  on  the  subject 
as  it  may  deem  expedient. 

But  thiH  Grand  Lodge  has  made  no  such  regulation,  having  hitherto 
been  governed  in  the  appointment  and  recognition  of  Kepreseutatives 
by  the  usage  that  has  prevailed  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

By  this  usage,  therefore,  your  committee  thinks  that  we  must  be  gov- 
erned until  some  regulation  is  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

According  to  this  universal  and  uninterrupted  usage  in  all  the  juris- 
dictions of  this  country,  the  Representative  from  a  sister  Grand  Lodge 
must  be  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  which  he  is  accredited. 

The  dissentients  from  this  view  endeavor  to  support  their  opinion  by 
an  analogy  drawn  from  the  qualifications  of  representatives  from  one 
kingdom  or  State  to  another,  who  are  not  required  to  be.  and  indeed 
never  are.  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  they  are  accredited. 

But  on  consideratifin  it  will,  we  think,  be  found  that  the  analogy 
does  not  hold  good.  For,  in  the  first  place,  the  ambassador  or  envoy 
from  one  State  to  another  is  required  to  be  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the 
State  which  he  represents.  Therefore  if  the  analogy  is  extended,  it 
would  require  that  all  Representatives  should  be  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  which  they  represent. 

To  adopt  this  rule  would  be  virtually  to  abolish  the  whole  system . 
Each  Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States  would  be  required  to  send  one 
of  its  members  annually  to  the  communication  of  each  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  with  which  it  was  in  alliance.  It  need' not  be  said  that  this 
scheme  would  be  wholly  impracticable. 

And  in  the  second  place,  the  Representative  is  not  the  ambassador 
or  envoy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  appoints  him.  He  is  not  required 
to  perform  ambassadorial  functions,  nor  are  we  aware  of  any  instance 
in  which  those  functions  have  ever  been  performed  by  a  Representative. 
It  is  an  ollice  ot  honor  and  dignity,  conferred  without  expectation  of 
compensatory  services. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  same  communication  we  find  the  following 
resolution,  indicating  a  membership  forbidden  to  all  other  Mt\8onic 
Bodies.  Possibly  "the  ladies  of  the  fraternity"  are  so  ranked  by  a 
sort  of  brevet,  incident  to  their  intimate  association  with  crafts-meu! 
However,  we  are  for  paying  oflf  the  Bonds,  and  in  greenbacks : 

**  liesohed.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the  ladies  of 
the  fraternity  in  devising  means  for  the  redemption  of  the  Masonic 
Hall  bonds,  and  that  they  report  the  result  of  the  conference  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Graud  Lodge." 

The  work  was  exemplified  at  the  Specials  of  April  9th  and  23d.  At 
the  Semi- Annual  of  May  14th,  a  question  of  no  little  interest  and  im- 
portance was  discussed— a  member  of  one  of  the  Lodges,  when  sick 
and  supposed  to  be  in  extremis,  had  joined  the  Romish  Church,  and  at 
the  instigation  of  his  Priest  had  promised  to  renounce  masonry.  Re» 
covering  from  his  illness,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  his  Lodge  asking  for 
a  dimit.  No  reason  was  assigned  then  for  the  request,  and  he  was 
clearly  entitled  to  a  dimit  had  he  applied  in  person^  as  their  rules  re- 
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qaired  in  such  cases,  and  be  was  so  informed,  bat  be  was  inhibited 
from  entering  the  Lodge  by  his  church  vow.  Subseqaently  he  was 
sammoned  to  attend,  failed  to  do  so,  and  for  that  neglect  of  sammoos, 
was  tried  and  acquitted  ;  when  the  facts  of  his  peculiar  position.  Priest- 
ly control,  were  for  the  first  time  declared,  verbally.  An  appeal  to  the 
Grand  Master,  growing  out  ol  this  complication  for  a  dimit,  was  an- 
swered by  him  a  little  contrary  to  Grand  Lodge  law,  recommending  a 
dimit,  which  was  then  granted  by  the  Lodge  on  the  original  written  ap- 
plication, &c.  We  do  not  see  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  was 
seriously  objected  to  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

At  this  communication,  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  made  re- 
ports on  the  Quebec-Scotland  controversy,  and  also  the  application  for 
recognition  by  the  (so-called)  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  As 
to  the  first,  they  recommended,  and  it  was  adoptod,  the  following 
strong  (too  strong,  we  think)  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  notify  all  tho 
Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction  that  this  Grand  Lodge  forbids  the  admission 
of  any  visitor  from  the  Province  of  Quebec  into  any  Lodge  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  unless  he,  previous  to  his  examination  or  avoucbmeut, 
presents  the  certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec  that  the  Lodge  from  which  the  proposed  visitor  bails  is  a  legally 
constituted  Lodge,  holding  its  warraut  from  the  said  Grand  Lodge. 

The  statement  and  resolution  in  favor  of  the  recognition  of  New 
South  Wales,  are  equally  explicit,  exceptionably  so,  for  with  all  due  de- 
ference to  Bro.  Mackey,  we  think  he  gave  too  little  heed  to  the  fact,  as 
we  understand  it,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  by  a  minority  of 
the  Lodges  iu  that  territory,  and  against  the  earnest  remonstrances  of 
the  mother  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland,  who  still  refuse 
their  assent  to  the  movement,  and  urge  weighty  objections  to  its  recog- 
nition : 

Every  act  appears  to  have  been  done  in  proper  form.  As  the  law  has 
long  been  settled  on  this  continent,  and  recognized  iu  the  case  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe."  that  it  is  com- 
petent for  any  number  of  Lodges,  not  less  than  three,  holding  charters 
from  the  same  or  from  different  Gmud  Lodges,  and  being  in  a  territory 
where  there  in  no  Grand  Lodge,  to  organize  an  independent  Gnxud 
Lodge,  your  committee  do  not  think  it  neceswiry  to  discuss  this  already 
adjudicated  question,  but  simply  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  recog- 
nizes the  (jrand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  as  a  legally-formed  inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodge,  entitled  to  all  the  prerogatives  of  such  u  body. 

The*annual  commnnicjitiou— November  12th — abounds  in  matters  of 
interest,  and  we  had  marked  quite  a  number  of  items  as  worthy  of  com- 
ment, but  are  admonished  that  our  space  will  not  admit  of  any  farther 
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extended  remarkR  on  the  work  of  this  jurisdiction.  Briefly,  then, 
Grund  blaster  H.  A.  Whitney,  in  his  annual,  as  in  all  of  his  addresses, 
is  clear,  concise  and  intent  upon  business.  He  says  of  the  Craft  under 
his  overseership,  that — 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  4  of  Article  6  of  the 
Constitution,  I  have  just  completed  the  series  of  Grand  visitations,  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  after  a  careful  scrutiny  of  the  afifairs 
of  each  Lodge,  I  find  them  all  tr)  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  act- 
ing in  strict  conformity  to  the  requirements  ot  the  Grand  Lodge.  A 
fair  share  of  work  is  being  done,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  material 
accepted  is  of  the  very  best  quality.  Bad  material  is  what  we  have 
most  to  guard  against  and  most  to  fear. 

The  suggestion  of  ^877,  for  a  "Board  of  Relief,"  seems  to  have  been 
steadily  adhered  to,  resulting  in  a  consummation  quite  acceptably  effi- 
cient and  useful. 

Bro.  Gnind  Secretary  Wm.  R.  Singleton  appears  to  abound  in  labors. 
He  presents  two  excellent  reports,  one  on  Old  Records,  and  the  other 
as  Grand  Historian.  How  we  long  for  the  advent  of  that  history  ; 
plcAse  consider  us  an  applicant  for  the  first  copy  of  the  first  edition, 
which  are  suggestive  of  ample  and  very  difficult  work  done,  and  to  be 
done.     Besides  this,  he  furnishes  as  usual  one  of  his  excellent  reports  on 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

All  too  short  (necessarily  so  by  limitation  ol  the  Grand  Lodge)  to 
satisfy  our  desire  for  information  from  the  thoughtful  mind  and  ready 
pen  of  this  able  reviewer.  We  are  especially  disappointed  that  he  could 
say  so  little  in  response  to  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1878,  the  Re- 
port of  our  58th  annual  communication  being  acknowledged  and  very 
briefly  noticed.     However,  we  hope  for    *  better  luck"  another  time. 

Bro.  Singleton  reviews  the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  American  Grand 
Lodges,  and  gives  us  also  some  items  in  reference  to  England,  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  without,  however,  alluding  to  their  antagonist  views  as 
to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.     In  his 

CONCLUSION 

Ho  discusses  very  elaborately  his  favorite  specific  for  alleged,  and  ac- 
tual, diversities  of  opinion  in  Grand  Lodge  rulings,  on  the  important 
principles  of  masonic  law  jurisprudence,  and  defends  his  proposition 
for  a  general  convention  to  harmonize  and  adjust  those  diflerences. 
He,  in  this  report,  answers  especially,  objections  urged  by  Bro.  Vaux, 
of  Pennsylvania— objections  intimating  the  impractability,  if  not  im- 
possibiUty^  of  Bro.  Singleton's  remedy— and  Bro.  Drummond,  of  Maine. 
We  cannot  follow  up  this  interesting  discussion  to  an  extent  sufficient, 
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eveD.  to  illustrate  its  merit,  but  give  below  an  extract  from  Bro.  Single- 
ton's cloHing  remarks,  which  apply  geuerally,  as  well  as  to  the  specific, 
topic  of  controversy  which  elicited  them,  and  are  beautifully  expressed, 
▼iz : 

"The  centre  of  authority  rests  iu  the  Deity,  whom  we  confess;  the 
centre  of  effective  authority,  i.  e.  Masonic  authority,  rests  primarily  in 
the  Lodge  organization,  and  in  the  Grand  Lodge  for  each  Lodge  orgau- 
ization. 

The  private  members  are  primarily  bound  to  their  own  Lodges,  and 
through  the  latter  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Now  the  Grand  Lodge  on 
granting  chartered  privileges  to  the  Lodge  holds  the  Master  and  War- 
dens to  a  strict  account  for  their  stewardship,  and  they  represent,  by 
the  same  system,  these  Lodges  in  the  Grand  Body.  Past  Masters  for  a 
long  time  had  no  voice  or  vote  in  Grand  Lodge.  •  It  is  comparatively  a 
very  recent  thing  to  admit  them  to  a  share  in  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
common  rule  now  is  to  give  all  the  Past  Masters  of  a  Lodge  only  one 
collective  vote,  while  the  Master  and  the  Wardens  in  many  Grand 
Lodges  have  each  a  vote  and  in  all  have  at  least  two  ;  here  is  at  once  a 
confessed  disparity  between  the  past  and  present  oflScers  of  the  Lodge, 
and  it  is  commonly  acceded  to  as  being  correct  since  the  great  discus- 
sion on  that  subject  in  New  York,  m  the  embroglio  of  the  St.  John's 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  Landmarks  constitute  the  soul  and  most  of  the  body  of  the  39 
Constitutional  Regulations,  hence  the  reservation  as  to  their  alteration. 

Many  of  our  Grand  Lodges,  with  the  views  of  Brother  D.,  have  gone 
into  the  business  extensively  of  altering  the  old  Regulations,  until  in 
some  features  they  can  scarcely  be  recognized.  The  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Modem  Societies  have  canseil  much  trouble  in  our  camp 
upon  the  principle  of  progression.  We  again  raise  the  warning  voic^ 
against  this  attempt  to  bring  into  our  institution,  founded  upon  the 
stnct  principles  of  charity  alone,  such  laws  as  must  be  employed  in 
beneficiary  institutions  for  their  protection  and  preservation.  Onr's 
will  stand  forever,  nothing  can  hurt  it  permanently;  but  the  others 
must  depend  upon  the  most  rigid  principles  of  financial  management, 
or  they  must  succumb. 

The  fig  and  olive  trees  are  oft<?n  cut  down  to  their  roots  by  the  severe 
frosts  in  winter  ;  in  the  spring  young  shoots  will  arise  and  the  figi4  and 
olives  will  again  be  nbundant.  It  is  presumed  that  the  same  roots  of 
fig  and  olive  trees  continue  to  bear  trunks  and  branches  filled  with  fruit 
that  existed  for  many  centuries  before  our  era.  Masonry  like  them  may 
be  cut  down  by  pereecution,  by  the  defection  of  her  own  members,  but 
the  roots  are  deep  down  in  our  moral  nature  and  must  spring  up  again 
in  the  human  heart.  They  can  never  die  while  men  shall  live.  If  oar 
financial  resources  become  exhausted,  we  can  contribute  no  charity  io 
funds,  but  the  hearts  of  the  brethren  may  be  as  benevolent  as  ever  if 
beneficence  be  impossible. 

The  difference  between  us  and  the  other  associations  is  manifest  and 
our  legislation  must  also  differ.  And  it  is  to  this  point  we  desire  to  direct 
the  thoughts  of  those  who  aim  to  make  laws  for  our  government.  Take 
a  look  at  our  good  old  Mother  Grand  Lodge  in  England.  Her  consti- 
tution was  last  formed  in  1813.  (3onsult  those  articles  and  sections, 
and  see  how  in  the  last  sixty-six  years  she  has  been  able  to  acoomplifh 
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BO  much  in  the  wny  of  cbnrity  and  bow  little  legislation  has  been  done 
by  ber  in  tbese  many  years. 

GRAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Josepb  S.  McCoy. Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  R.  Singleton  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  namber  of  Lodges 21 

FLORIDA,   1879-1880. 

Wc  have  proceedings,  this  year,  of  two  annnal  communications  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  (making  amends  for  the  last  two  years 
deficiency),  viz: 

The  50th  annual,  held  at  Jacksonville,  21st  January,  A.  D.  1879,  and 
the  51st  convened  in  the  same  city,  on  Tuesday  the  20th  of  January, 
1880. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  William  A.  McLean  presided  in  the  Grand  East 
on  both  occasions,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  Grand  Lodge 
constituents  at  each  communication.  Sixty-one  (of  75?)  Lodges  were 
represented  in  the  first,  and  in  the  last  (1880)  there  appears  to  have 
been  representatives  from  sixty-four  chartered  Lodges. 

Grand  Master  McLean  in  each  of  his  annual  addresses  appears  to 
have  been  intent  on  the  thorough  exposition  of  the  condition  and  wants 
of  the  Cnft  in  his  jurisdiction,  and  treats  also,  quite  elaborately,  of  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  Masons,  and  the  characteristicH  and  beau- 
ties of  the  institution.  He  gives  "good  and  wholesome  instruction,'* 
conveyed  in  pleasant  phrase,  but,  to  our  taste,  is  a  little  too  preachy, 
if  we  may  use  the  expresssion,  in  word  and  matter,  sometimes. 

He  decides  (1879),  virtually,  that  a  petition  presented  to  a  Lodge  and 
action  thereon  deterred,  by  vote  of  the  Lodge,  is  not  received,  Ac.,  and 
that  under  such  action  the  applicant  has  the  right  to  wiifidraio  it  To 
this  we  dissent  most  emph.'itically.  The  Lodge  was  in  possession,  and 
had  coittrolj  of  the  matter  thus  presented  and  acted  upon,  even  though 
that  action  was  a  resolution  postponing  definite  consideration  to  a  future 
day,  as  in  the  case  alluded  to,  and  the  applicant  could  only  withdraw 
the  petition  with  the  consent  of  the  Lodge. 

We  give  a  few  excorps  from  his  address,  of  1879,  as  they  give  pleasant 
assurance  of  prosperity  in  Florida  as  well  as  express  ideas  or  senti- 
ments of  practicAl  utility— generally— viz: 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  in  our  own,  and  many  other  jurisdictions, 
Masonry  never  occupied  a  higher  plane  of  parity  and  progress  than  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  indications  point  to  increased  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  fraternity  to  elevate  its  moral  standard  so  high  as  to  impress 
the  better  classes  of  all  nations  and  kindreds,  that  its  principles  are 
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sablime,  its  morals  pare,  and  that  its  mission  is  nothing  less  than  the 
inculcation  of  a  better,  purer,  higher  life  nmon^  men. 

But  this  grand  achievement,  however  desirable,  can  be  accomplished 
only  by  uniled  effort  and  practical  labor;  and  first  of  all,  it  must  be 
well  understood  that  some  grand  foundation  principle  lies  at  the  base 
of  every  science  ;  and  the  sooner  it  is  understood  to  good  purpose  that 
the  superstructure  of  Free  Masonry  is  erected  upon  a  basis  hi(;her, 
purer,  and  more  substantial  than  mere  forms  and  ceremonies,  the  bet- 
ter will  it  be  for  the  Order. 

*#•**•*  «• 

Another  prevailing  error  is  that  of  regarding  Masonry  in  a  merely 
speculative  light;  to  lay  the  greatest  stress  upon  doctrines,  to  the  ex- 
clusion, almost,  of  action.  Nor  is  the  sole  object  of  Masonry  in  the 
performance  of  the  operative  part. 

Speculative  Masonry  must  be  the  basis  on  which  the  superstructure 
of  motive,  as  well  as  action,  is  founded;  for.  without  a  correct  motive, 
the  best  action  is  devoid  of  sincerity;  but  without  action — that  is,  with- 
out the  performance  of  the  operative  part— the  best  profession  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a  sounding  bniss  or  a  tinkling  cymbol — a  charm,  not 
only  deceiving  others,  but  the  professor  of  sound  doctrines  may  himself 
slumber  away  his  existence  in  holy  ecstacy  of  moral  indolence,  pos- 
sessed, nevertheless,  in  imagination,  of  superior  excellence  and  hoh- 
ness. 


« 


May  the  glorious  day  be  not  far  distant  when  existing  evils  shall  have 
been  corrected;  much  needed  deficiencies  supplicrd;  the  indolent  drones 
of  indifiereuce  and  inactivity  be  abated  by  being  cast  out  from  the 
busy  hive  of  industry  and  progress;  and  when  the  outer  door  of  the 
Masonic  sanctuary  shall  be  so  closely  tiled  that  none  but  the  good,  the 
true,  and  the  virtuous  shall  be  enabled  to  gain  admission  to  its  honors 
and  joys :  when  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  behold  with  joyous  ad- 
miration the  excellent  glcry  of  our  mission  and  the  purity  of  our  prac- 
tices, and  exclaim,  in  joyous  exultation  :  »*How  good,  and  how  pleas- 
ant it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord,  for  there  the 
Lord  commands  his  blessing— for  there  His  name  is  known  and  loved, 
acknowledged  and  honored." 

One  new  lodge   created  in  1879 — Kings  Fkrry  Lodge — U.  D.    No 

deaths  in  that  year,  but  in  1880  the  death  of  Brother 

H.  H.  Bebbt 

is  announcod  thus : 

Death  has  invaded  the  portals  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge,  and  deprived 
as  of  one  of  our  brightest  jewels,  by  removing  our  much  beloved  broth- 
er, Henry  H.  Berry,  of  Monticello. 

Brother  Berry  was  a  faithful  friend,  a  good  citizen  and  a  zealous  Ma- 
son. He  lived  respected,  and  died  regretted.  The  attentive  ear  will 
no  more  be  greeted  by  his  instructive  utterances.  The  watchfal  eye  is 
dosed — the  instructive  tongue  is  silent—  and  this  Grand  Lodge  is  called 
upon,  not  to  shod  the  sympathetic  tear  only,  but  to  moarn  departed 
worth;  and  yet,  my  brethren,  while  we  biourn  our  loss. 
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"Hope  looks  beyond  the  bounds  of  Time, 

When  what  we  now  deplore, 
Shall  rise  in  full,  immortal  prime. 

And  bloom  to  fade  no  more." 

The  Lodge  work  of  this  Grand  Body  was  abundant,  in  both  of  the 
communications  under  consideration,  and  was  both  well  and  faithfully 
performed. 

In  1881  several  new  propositions  were  entertained,  one  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Committee  on  Work,  suggested  in  1879  and  perfected  in  1880, 
and  under  this  committee  the  work  on  the  1st  and  2d  degrees  was  esem- 
plitied;  while  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  P.  G.  M.  and  present  Grand 
Secretary,  illustrated  the  M.  M.  degree  on  a  candidate  presented  by 
Duval  Lodge  No.  18,  and  in  that  Lodge,  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  being  present  as  visitors. 

The  other  proposition  relates  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
substituting  biennial  for  annual  communications  of  that  Grand  Lodge; 
(so,  the  Georgia  influence  and  example  spreads— referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence,  and  by  them  opposed,  but  reporting  that: 

While  they  are  individually  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  think  it 
would  work  an  injury  to  the  Craft,  yet  they  recommend  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  in  order  that  the  Particular  Lodges  may  consider  the 
subject  and  be  prepared  to  vote  intelligibly  upon  the  question. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Education  recommends,  very  ap- 
propriately : 

That,  as  noble  a  work  as  any  in  which  they  might  engage,  is  in  the 
exercise  of  their  privileges  as  citizens  and  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties, to  give  their  whole  influence  in  behalf  of  a  liberal  educt\tion  of 
the  whole  people. 

The  Reports  on 

FOBEIGN  CORRESPONDENCE, 

For  both  communications,  were  made  by  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  Chairman  of  Committee,  and  are  excellent  re- 
sumes of  the  geneml  purport  of  the  proceedings  referred  to  that  Com- 
mittee. Very  good  substitutes,  indeed,  for  the  usual,  more  detailed  re- 
ports on  that  topic,  now  inhibited  by  the  financial  weakness  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  We  are  necessarily  compelled  to  omit  mention  of  sev- 
eral interesting  events  of  the  two  sessions  for  want  of  space.  Every- 
thing seems  to  have  been  done  in  order,  and  harmony  prevailed 
throughout  the  sessions  under  review.  One  only  mortifying  event  oc- 
curred, in  the  necessity  of  publishing  to  the  world  of  masonry,  the  per- 
fidy of  their  late  Grand  Treasurer,  Daniel  L.  OASiiET,  and  of  preferring 
charges  against  and  trying  the  delinquent. 
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GRAND  OFFIOEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  William  A.  McLean  (re-elected) Grand  llASter. 

R.  W.  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  namber  of  Lodges 75 

GEORGIA,  1879— None. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  having  elected  to  hold  biennial 
commnnications,  after  1879,  and  until  1882,  the  year  1879  was  an  off 
year  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  we  regret  to  announce  no  tidings  from 
Georgia.  VVe  believe  the  supervision  of  the  Craft  was  left  to  a  Grand 
Commission,  in  the  interregnum  of  Grand  Lodge  meetings,  and  that 
buUetims  from  that  Commission  have  been  forwarded,  for  1879,  to  some 
jurisdictions  ;  but  if  any  such  message  was  posted  to  Alabama  we  have 
not  heard  of  it.  So  adieu !  perhaps  a  long  adieu,  (for  we  may  not, 
probably  will  not,  be  here,  as  correspondent,  another  year, )  to  the  ma- 
sonic officials  and  representatives  of  our  native  State  ! 

IDAHO,  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  12th  Grand  Annual  Communication  at  Bous 
City,  Tuesday,  September  9th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  E.  A.  Stevenson^  with  Grand  Officers, 
(eight  vacancies  filled  by  appointment  of  the  G.  M. )  48  Past  Masters, 
and  Representatives  from  ten  (of  their  ten  toicU)  Subordinate  Lodges. 

The  Report  before  us  is  quite  interesting,  and  is  presented  in  a  neat 
volume,  excellently  well  printed,  and  having  an  added  vedue  in  the  ap- 
pendix reproduction  of  the  proceedings  of  their  first  annual  commani- 
cation— 1868. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  long  and  able.  He  discosses 
many  questions,  both  of  local  and  general  interest  to  the  fraternity,  and 
does  them  all  full  justice. 

He  had  appointed  Grand  Representatives,  one  each  to  twenty-seven 
Grand  Lodges,  named  in  his  address,  our  worthy  Bro.  R.  W.  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  John  Gideon  Harris,  being  gazetted  for  Alabama. 

We  like  his  answer  to  the  following  question,  viz  : 

Question. — A  Masonic  Lodge  occupies  a  hall  in  joint  occupancy  with 
other  societies.  Should  a  Mason  die  who  also  belongs  to  these  other 
societies,  coM  these  societies  participate  and  take  part  in  a  Masonic 
funeral  ? 

Answerx—'So.  The  Master  of  a  Lodge  having  received  notice  of  a 
Master  Mason's  death  and  of  his  request  to  be  interred  with  the  txremonies 
of  }fasonry,  fixes  the  day  and  hour  for  the  funeral  and  iasaes  his  com- 
niaud  to  summon  the  members  who  live  in  the  vicinity  (and  are  not  too 
distant)  to  attend.     A  Masonic  burial  is  not  a  ceremony  distinct  and 
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disconnected  from  the  other  ceremonies  of  MaKoury.  It  is  the  type  of 
Vrhich  the  Lodge  ceremoninl  in  the  third  degree  is  emUemntical.  The 
procession,  the  hymn,  the  prayer,  the  position  at  the  grave,  the  casting 
of  the  evergreen,  the  Grand  Honors,  all  these  though  seemingly  un- 
meaning and  public  can  be  understood  as  to  their  essential  nature  and 
meaning  by  Master  Masons  only.  Now  if  any  other  societies  have 
adopted  these  ancient  ceremonies  in  whole  or  in  part,  they  can  only  be 
to  them  unmeaning  forms  On  the  burial  of  the  deceased  Brother,  the 
Lodge  is  at  lahoTy  and  must  have  absolute  control,  and  while  exercising 
this  control  no  non-Masoniv  society  can  be  permitted  to  participate. 

As  to  the  joint  occupancy  of  a  Masonic  Hall  with  non-Masonic  asso- 
ciations, my  earnest  hope  is  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  every 
Lodge  in  Idaho  will  own  its  Masonic  home  and  be  able  to  keep  its  al- 
tars, symbols  and  furniture  secure  from  change  or  alien  encroachment. 

He  claims  that  masonic  anniversaries  should  (St.  John's  day,  espe- 
cially,) ••never  be  allowed  to  pass  by  '  without  recognition  and  proper 
observance. 

Remonstrates  against  a  growing  neglect  of  attendance  on  Lodge 
meetings  and  duties,  and  lectures  on  the  cardinal  virtues,  he  regrets  to 
see  persons  flaunting  the  Masonic  Symbols  as  decorations,  who  are  both 
ignorant  of  "their  moral  significance,"  and  unworthy  of  the  distinction 
thus  emulated. 

Hb  urges  attention  to  the  subject  of  Education,  and  recommends  the 
establishment  "of  an  institution  of  learning  on  a  small  scale  at  first, 
with  an  ultimate  view  to  its  becoming  Polytechnic,"  &c.  To  this  re- 
commendation the  Grand  Lodge  responded  by  appointing  a  Special 
Committee  of  eight,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  to  report,  we 
presume,  to  the  next  annual  communication. 

He  discourses  interestingly  on  many  other  topics,  such,  for  instance, 
as  "the  secret  ballot,''  **a  mason's  word,"  "stand  by  and  maintain  the 
ancient  Land-marks,"  ••antiquity  of  Freemasonry,"  Ac. 

As  we  delight  in  the  antiquities,  we  reproduce  a  few  of  his  sentences 
under  the  latter  head,  viz  : 

But  through  all  the  persecution  that  wicked  men  could  bring  to  bear 
against  it,  the  grand  old  edifice  of  Freemasonry  stands  unshaken,  as 
bright  as  a  pillar  of  fire,  and  as  glorious  as  an  army  with  banners. 
Ours,  then,  is  an  aged  institution  and  yet  is  not  too  old  to  do  good. 
While  it  is  more  ancient  than  the  civiliztition  of  both  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica and  its  organization  even  antedates  by  centuries  the  language  which 
we  speak,— still  its  mission  is  not  yet  accomplished,  nor  will  it  be  until 
sorrow  and  sutt'ering  shall  have  left  the  world. 

We  delight  in  its  antiquity  because  there  is  an  irresistible  enchant- 
ment about  everything  that  is  hoary-headed  and  aged.  The  old  Mason 
whose  head  is  silvered  o'er  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters  and  whose 
body  is  curved  by  the  weight  of  years  is  more  to  be  respected  than  at 
any  other  period  of  life.  The  old  arm-chair  and  the  old  family  Bible 
all  scarred  and  torn,  is  treasured  all  the  more  because  of  their  scars, 
their  age,  and  their  history. 


112  APPENDIX.  [1880. 

Thus  it  is  with  Freemasonry,  we  revere  it  becaosc  it  is  the  oldest  se- 
cret society  on  the  globe,  and  its  age  alone  shoald  make  it  honorable. 

Masonry  has  a  grand  record  in  this,  that  it  has  triampbed  over  all 
and  survived  every  opposition,  which  kings,  priests  or  potentates  coald 
bring  to  bear  against  it.  The  battering  ram  of  ignorance,  bigotry  and 
superstition  has  boeu  beating  against  the  walls  of  our  institution  for 
centuries,  but  only  to  reveal  the  feebleness  of  its  efforts  when  directed 
against  a  society  that  is  founded  upon  truth. 

The  old  battle-flag,  shot  asunder  by  the  bullets  of  the  foe,  is  revered 
and  loved  by  every  true  soldier  as  he  loves  his  life,  his  country  and  his 
God.  Decay  and  death  are  written  upon  everything  in  nature ;  nations, 
thrones  and  kingdoms  are  yielding  to  this  law.  But  our  glorious  tem- 
ple of  Freemasonry  grows  stronger  and  brighter  with  the  roll  of  years. 

He  declined  a  re-election,  after  three  years  of  Grand  Master  service. 

Suitable  resolutions  were  passed,  expressing  disapproval  of  the  late 
action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.  Our  Brethren  of  Idaho  did  not 
denounce,  but  utilized  the  action  of  France,  as  a  lesson  of  caution  to 
themselves,  as  follows,  viz : 

Our  Grand  Masters  have  from  time  to  time  called  the  attention  of  the 
Craft  to  the  noble  principles  of  the  fraternity  and  urged  a  firm  reliance 
upon  God,  and  obedience  to  His  precepts  as  contained  in  the  Holy 
Bible.  And  yet  how  lightly  we  have  treated  their  advice  and  exhorta- 
tions given. 

Wo  cannot  control  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  but  we  can  control 
ourselves  and  each  other,  and  what  "poor  infidel  France"  has  done, 
Idaho  may  do.     We  therefore  ofter  the  following  resolutions  : 

Hesdvedy  That  we  deeply  deplore  the  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  iu  declaring  that  a  beliof  in  the  one  ever  living  and  true  God, 
and  the  immortality  of  the  soul  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  be  made  a 
Mason,  and  removing  from  the  Lodge  Koom  tlie  Holy  Bible,  the  Great 
Light  in  Masonry. 

liesolved.  That  a  belief  in  the  one  ever  living  and  true  God,  the  im- 
morttUity  of  the  t^onl,  and  the  Holy  Bible,  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our 
faith  and  practice,  is  the  very  ground-work  of  Masonry,  and  the  Mason 
or  the  Lodge,  Grand  or  subordinate,  that  rejects  or  denies  either,  is  un- 
worthy the  name  of  Mason. 

Resolved^  That  we  as  a  Grand  Lodge  and  individually,  will  hencefoith 
strive  to  exemplify  by  practice  as  well  as  precept  our  belief  in  the  one 
ever  living  and  true  God,  by  never  using  his  name  except  with  that  rev- 
erence due  from  the  creature  to  the  Creator,  and  as  far  as  possible  to 
practice  the  principles  of  Masonry  daily,  and  urge  our  brethren  within 
this  jurisdiction  to  do  the  same. 

OBAIO)  0FFI0EB8. 

M.  W.  Brother  Charles  Himrod* Gnind  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  L.  F.  Cartee Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 10 

•  Late  Grand  Secretary.  Query.-— Is  he  of  Erie,  Peun ?  "We  woald 
very  much  like  to  know." 


ILLINOIS.  t879, 

Granil  Lodge  BMembled  its  fortieth  graod  aunuitl  com  id  ani  cation  at 
Chicago,  October  7th— Tuesday —A.  D.,  1BT9.  Another  laTtfely  at- 
tended and  bos;  meetini;.  Grnod  Master  Theodore  T.  Onrnr;  in  the 
Oraod  East  with  all  Grand  Offlcent  at  their  pouts  ;  pregent,  aUo.  the 
represcDtntiiea  of  661  (of  their  691  total)  chartered  lodges,  and  also 
Grand  BepceBODtatives  of  3U  Omnd  Jiiriadictions  -Aubuia  being  rep- 
resented in  this  the  llrat  Grand  Lod^e  convocation  of  the  year  in  which 
HQCb  a  rare  occarrenoe  iB  noticed,  according  to  onr  reading  of  teporta  in 
the  serien  thua  fur  received.  We  "  make  a  note  of  it"  partly  to  call  at- 
tenlion  In  the  fact  thnt  i«  ure  net  efficiailtij  represented  before  most  Gmud 
Lodges,  nnd  pertly  to  tbauk  Bro,  Jib.  A.  Uiwui,  our  repreRenlative 
reported  as  present,  for  fii«  faithfalneaa  to  the  duty  entrnated  to  bitn. 

Grand  Master  Gurney  delivered  an  excellent  addiesH,  unexceptiona- 
ble iu  word  and  matter.  V/e  like  bia  geneial  remarks,  as  to  his  own 
duties  and  (be  obligations  of  the  Cruft,  and  quote  them.  After  sllnding 
very  feelingly  to  the  death  of  W.  Gilbert  R.  Smith.  P.  Maaler  of  Blaney 
Lodge  No.  271,  and  othern  of  his  Junadiction,  and  paying  a  well  de- 
served tribote  of  respect  to  the  meoiory  of  the  late  H.  W.  Bro.  Thob.  J. 
Corson,  of  New  Jersey,  be  speaks  thus  of  home  and  general  matters  : 

We  now  turn  from  the  sbadowa  of  the  inystoriona  empire,  to  refloo- 
tioDH  less  depressing,  bnt  that  are  to  tueosnre  onr  fitness  for  its  eialled 
relatiouB. 

It  is  exceedingly  gratifyiog  to  meet  this  large  repiesentation  of  the 
Craft.  I  Bee  beloie  me  men  of  culture  aod  refinement ;  brethren  se- 
lected from  every  department  of  lite— picked  men,  elevated  to  positions 
ol  ri'SpouHibilily  uitljout  regard  to  gold  or  other  tinite  eon  si  derations, 
but  because  ibej  are  supposed  to  represent  not  only  practical,  but  ethi- 
cal fraternity.  U  would  be  unnecessary,  therefore,  to  remind  yon  that 
thoiighttal  men,  gathered  with  us  here  or  standing  wilhont  the  portals 
of  our  Mystic  Temple,  are  weighing  on  critical  balances,  and  of  our 

u  fabrication,  our  value  (o  the  geneml  welfare,  and  that,  upon  their 

imate,  as  the  ncord  comes  to  Ibem  from  these  revolving  years,  will 
largely  depend  the  utility  of  onr  eiistenco  as  a  Iratemal  benevolent 
power.  Brethren,  the  grandest  poeeibilities  o[  our  race  are  embraced 
in  the  JLiBonic  Tirtaes.  They  are  the  flowers  that  adorn  Ixith  oottage 
and  mansion,  and  are  as  neceasary  to  onr  highest  personal  development, 
good  government  and  social  security,  as  is  brain  to  intelligence. 

My  duties  have  not  been  less  onerous  than  those  of  my  piedocesHOrs. 
The  itnxions  oversight  of  700  lodges  ol  our  juriadiction  involves  thought 
and  labor  that  is  not  comprehended,  except  by  a  Grand  Master. 

Id  the  discharge  of  my  obligations,  it  nas  been  my  purpose  to  im- 
press the  graver  considerations  attaching  to  our  Urganization  Faitb 
and  Hope  are  not  abntractions ;  neither  ia  Charity  to  be  mEoaared  by 
material  conai derations.  Each  point  to  a  life  that  recogoiEes  the  dis- 
tinctions between  manhood  and  degradation,  purity  and  vice. 

Yon  will  please  beer  with  me,  brethren,  if  I  am  more  specific. 
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Any  extended  intercourfle  with  the  world  will  demooRtrate  that  vice, 
even  in  its  most  attractive  forms,  cauuot  have  any  place  in  man's  mate- 
rial, intellectual,  or  moral  development.  The  founders  of  onr  mysterieB 
were  men  who  comprehended  oar  highest  interests,  and  were  not  no- 
willing  to  place  npon  the  record  their  faith  in  God's  wise  provisions  for 
the  welfare  of  his  creatures.  It  was  not  unknown  to  them  that  moral 
uncleanliness  was  the  grand  agent  in  hnman  degredation  ;  shutting  oat 
hope  for  the  present  and  future,  and,  if  permitted  complete  ascendency, 
man's  development  must  be  an  impossibility,  and  Masonry-  a  burden- 
some and  useless  imposition  upon  our  credulity.  Entirely  familiar, 
then,  with  the  reflections  from  our  Great  Light,  they  ens:rafted  iuto  our 
organization  the  divine  enunciation,  that  man's  possibilities  were  in 
the  ratio  of  their  compliance  with  His  mandates.  It  has  not  occurred 
to  some  that  drunkenness  is  but  another  name  for  poverty,  disease,  and 
moral  decrepitude— it  has  not  occurred  to  others  that  licentiousness  is 
but  a  synonym  of  physical  and  moral  deformity,  and  that  profanity  is 
but  tbb  expression  of  a  normal  tendency  to  disregard  their  own  well 
being  ;  neither  has  it  impressed  the  multitude  that  vice  was  au  enerva- 
ting, exhaustive  agency,  while  Virtue  liuds  its  reward  in  transformiog 
waste  places  into  the  beautiful,  and  only  making  possible  **tb(t  father- 
hood of  God,  and  the  brotherhood  of  man."  I  ask  your  attention  to 
these  germ  thoughts  of  Masonry  in  the  sincere  belief  that  our  influence 
as  Masons  and  lodges  is  entirely  dependent  upon  our  willingness  to 
convey  to  the  world,  by  precept  and  example,  a  determination  to  abide 
under  the  shadows  of  our  altars. 

I  appeal  to  you,  brethren,  to  purge  your  lodges  of  impurity.  It  may 
not  be  possible  to  reach,  by  discipline,  every  infraction  of  law,  but  you 
can,  by  the  force  of  a  blameless  life,  banish  the  demoralizing  influences 
of  the  unfaithful,  and  throw  around  your  Masonic  homes  a  halo  of  man- 
hood that  will  invite  commendation  rather  than  unfriendly  criticism. 

In  all  this  we  must  not  forget  that  **  Masonry  is  a  law  unto  itself." 
Its  perpetuity  is  dependent  upon  the  force  of  its  own  iufluences.  It 
never  demands  affiliation  with  other  humanizing  agencies.  Its  peculiar 
methods  are  its  power,  and  when  these  are  in  the  hands  of  brave  and 
true  men,  we  may  rest  content  that  it  will  occupy  no  unimportant  place 
in  the  world's  history.  Neither  is  the  lodge  a  reformatory  institution. 
It  is  to  fit  a  rough,  but  sound  Ashlar  for  the  Spiritual  Edifice,  but  it 
was  never  designed  that  this  Temple  should  be  a  house  for  decayed 
stones,  to  which  no  amount  of  manipulation  could  impart  strength  or 
polish.  Beject  every  blemished  Ashlar,  and  accept  none  that  cannot 
endure  the  tests  of  the  overseer's  inspection. 

Under  the  head  of — 

MASONIC    RELATIONS 

He  discusses  many  interesting  events  of  the  year  in  which  other  juris- 
dictions were  either  concerned  or  complicated,  and  in  a  way  to  insure 
the  rightful  Masonic  adjustment  of  any  similar  difficulties — alludes  re- 
gretfully to  the  still  unsettled  dispute  between  Scotland  and  Quebec  ftnd 
firmly  reasserts  the  propriety  of  their  non-intercourse  resolution  of  the 
previous  year,  as  against  Scotland. 

He  is  very  pronounced  in  opposition  to  Oifl  Enterprises,  Speaks  hope- 
fully of  financial  recovery  from  the  shock  ocoasioned  by  the  de^Milt  of 
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their  Inte  OniDil  Treaeoter  (Bro.  OleoD),  irhoira  iDdebtectoeM  is  Btated 
at  S10.4G2  44.  and  spenks  trul;  nod  iu tell i gently,  both  of  the  oBeaBO, 
anil  Che  bond  snreguiird  relied  apon  to  avoid  loits  in  sach  cnsee.  We  ^o 
not  nud  uever  did  approve  of  buhds  trom  Masonio  officiiiU,  indeed 
esteem  tbe  syBlem  au  evil,  both  in  beunlar  and  lUMBODio  nfTititB,  which 
requires  seonrity  of  that  doHcciptioD,  for  it  makes  the  officer  a  slave  to 
tbe  OHSoclnUs  iiidOTsing  hiH  iDtexrity.  and  in  not  half  so  efflcient  in  ac- 
compliaLinK  the  end  aimed  at  as  au  appeal  to  honor,  backed  by  strin- 
gent laws  effectively  executed,  panishiag  sncb  offeocea.  It  is  a  relict 
of  tbe  paKt,  is  auti-Americau.  and  will  bave  to  be  abandoned  when  men 
progreiui  a,  little  more  towards  moral  upri((btnea8  and  personal  self 
respect.  But  this  is  a  terrible  digression,  and  we  return  to  Grand  Maa- 
tei  Ourney's  views  in  a  harry,  tbns  : 

I  didlika  very  ninch  to  make  further  allusion  In  those  nafortnnnte 
transact ious—unforluDate  because  they  reflect  npon  tbe  iDte|;rity  of 
brethren  nbo  have  had  a  targe  place  in  the  Cratenial  regard  of  the  Craft 
of  our  jurisdiction. 

I  do  not  indult^e  in  any  disposilioo  to  foster  nnpleaHBut  memories, 
but  I  do  wiKb  til  inaiiit  that  therie  gross  derelictions  of  duty  may  not,  in 
the  future,  escape  the  discipliDary  atteulion  they  merit  It  is  not  much 
encouragtment  for  par  lodges  to  provide  fuuds  to  ipeet  the  demands 
that  are  liable  at  uny  moment  to  command  our  benevolence,  and  then 
see  them  dissipated  by  speculation,  or  devoted  to  private  interests  of 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  tbe  pmotice  of  insisting  upon  bonds  from 
our  fiuanciiil  ogenta  should  bu  discontinued.  They  are  valueless  bo- 
cause  never  enforced. 

The  Grand  Maetei  under  tbe  topic  of 


The  action  of  tbe  Qraud  Lodge,  nffirming  the  decision  of  W.  U.  Bro. 
RobbiDH,  1877,  (■■  Where  a  candidate  after  being  rejeoled  by  one  lodge, 
removes  into  the  jurisdiction  of  auoLher.  neither  lodge  can  receive  his 
petition  without  oblaioing  th'i  connent  of  tbe  other.")  I  believed  then, 
and  remain  of  tbe  opinion  was  inimical  to  well  established  principles 
thnt  have  governed  in  such  cases. 

The  minority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  found  on 
nages  111)  and  111  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  that  year,  quotes  tbe 
law  n|>on  tbe  subject-  This  appears  so  conclusive,  that  I  cannot  resist 
the  inclination  to  renew  a  consideration  of  this  decision,  notwithstand- 
ing my  high  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  discretion  of  its  author.  It 
bad  never  before  occurred  to  me  that  the  personal  jurisdiotion  of  lodges 
could  be  divisible  ;  on  tbe  contrary  I  have  invariably  entertained  tbe 
opinion  that  such  jurisdiction,  like  other  rights  of  the  lodge,  were  posi- 
tive. The  law  which  has  been  referred  to  eipreasly  provides  that  a  re- 
jected petitioner  for  the  degrees  may  renew  his  applioition  to  the  s<im« 
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lodge  only  which  rejected  him  ;  we  cannot  therefore,  see  by  what  rea- 
'  Boning,  nnder  the  law,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  assumes  that  snch  weU 
defined  jurisdiction  can  be  shared  by  another  lodge,  if  it  is  true  that 
the  provisions  of  this  law  confines  exclusive  control  of  rejected  material 
to  the  rejecting  lodges. 

The  "Committee  on  Grand  Master's  address*'  were  a  little  *•  both- 
ered "  to  know  how  to  distribute  that  portion  of  the  work,  and  say  that : 

The  matter  then  under  consideration  is  again  presented  in  the  ad- 
dress of  Grand  Master  Gnrney  for  reconsideration,  and  should  of  coane 
go  to  the  present  Committee  on  Jurisjirudence ;  but  it  so  luippens  that 
P.  G.  M.  Robbins,  who  rendered  the  decision  in  question,  is  chairman 
of  that  committee,  and  if  the  subject  shall  be  so  referred,  Bro.  Bobbins 
will  be  called  upon  to  report  upon  the  correctness  of  his  own  decree. 
To  make  matters  still  more  interesting,  it  also  happens  that  the  author 
of  the  minority  report,  dissenting  from  the  decision  of  Bro.  Hobbins,  is 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  chairman  of  com- 
mittee called  upon  to  make  suitable  reference  of  the  subject  And  just 
here  we  become  slightly  embarrassed. 

Whether  our  Grand  Master  was  fully  satisfied  that  M.  W.  Bro.  Rot>- 
bins  and  the  brother  who  disagreed  with  his  decision  could  come  to- 
gether and  agree  to  dwell  in  unity,  or  whether  he  instituted  this  di- 
lemma with  evil  intent,  is  not  the  province  of  your  committee  to  guess; 
but  it  would  seem  the  Grand  Master  must  have  anticipated  that  the 
consideration  of  the  point  at  issue  by  the  usual  committee  as  now  con- 
stituted, would  severely  test  the  well  known  modesty  of  P.  G.  M.  RoS- 
bius,  and  exhaust  the  limited  stock  of  the  same  characteristic  possessed 
by  the  '•dissenter." 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  your  committee,  in  all  seriousness,  feel  that 
the  question  presented  by  the  (iriind  Mtister  is  of  more  than  ordinary 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  every  lodge  in  our  State,  for  reasons  which 
it  would  not  become  us  at  this  time  to  state.  But  in  view  of  the  pecu- 
liar facts  recited,  your  committee  would  fraternally  recommend  that  so 
much  of  the  Grand  Master's  address  here  alluded  to  be  referred  to  a 
speci'il  committee  of  three,  to  report  at  this  Grand  Commuuication. 

The  special  committee  reported  elaborately  on  the  subject  confirming 
Grand  Master  Bobbins'  decision,  viz : 

•*  When  a  candidate,  after  being  rejected  by  one  lodge,  removes  into 
the  jurisdiction  of  another,  neither  lodge  can  receive  his  petition  with- 
out first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  other." 

And  adding  in  explanation  the  following  quotations  and  remarks : 

The  personal  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  shall  extend  over  all  its  mem- 
bers *  '  *  wherever  they  may  reside,  and  over  its  unfinished  work, 
and  rejected  material  wherever  they  may  be  dispersed. 

This  section,  as  will  be  seen,  is  but  a  definition  of  personal  jurisdic- 
tion, which,  by  its  terms,  distinctly  recognizes  the  divisibility  of  juris- 
diction. 

Section  2,  Article  XII,  reads  as  follows: 

No  Lodge  shall  knowingly  receive  a  petition  from,  or  initiate,  a  can- 
didate   *    *    *    vho  has  not  been  an  actual  resident  of  the  State  of 
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Ulinois  at  least  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  date  of  sacb  petition, 
and  of  (fie  jur'utdidion  of  the  Lodge  at  least  six  months  next  preceding 
the  date  of  such  petition     *     *     *     . 

The  jarifidiction  here  referred  to  is  manifestly  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, and  in  this  connection  we  quote  Section  4,  Article  11,  as  follows: 

"B}'  the  Masonic  residence  of  an  applicant  i?  meant  a  permanent 
settled  domicile,  or  fixed  ab#de  from  choice    •    •    •    /♦ 

Than  we  conclude,  that  while  one  Lodge  may  have  and  retain  the 
personal  jurisdiction,  another  Lodge  may  have  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, neither  of  which  may  be  violated  or  infringed  upon  without  con- 
sent, while  the  terntorial  jurisdiction  over  a  person  who  has  never  peti- 
tioned a  Lodge,  may  be  lost  by  the  removal  of  such  person  into  another 
jurisdiction,  but  as  long  ns  such  person  has  a  fixed  abode,  a  permanent 
domicile,  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge  at  that  place  can  not 
be  taken  from  such  Lodge  without  its  consent. 

Brother  Bobbins,  from  Committee  on  Correspondence,  made  the  fol- 
lowing special  report  on  New  South  Wales,  viz: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  question  of  extending  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  appears  that  that  Grand  Lodge  was 
formed  by  less  than  a  majority  of  the  Lodges  in  the  Colony,  and  al- 
though it  has  received  some  accessions  since,  it  does  not  yet  command 
the  allegiance  of  a  majority  of  the  Lodges.  Your  committee  can  not, 
therefore,  recommend  recognition  at  this  time;  but  does  recommend 
that  the  question  be  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Cor- 
respondence, to  be  reported  upon  next  year. 

Which  claims  our  hearty  approval. 

Our  space  forbids,  and  we  must  desist  from,  comment  on  much  other 
interesting  matter  contained  in  these  proceedings;  except  as  to  a  brief 
notice  of  Brother  Joseph  Bobbins*  very  instructive  and  characteristic 
reoort  on 

FOUEIGN  COBBE8P0NDENCE. 

Here  arises  the  ouly  ** unpleasantness''  experienced  in  conning  the 
record  of  useful  and  enjoyable,  for  the  most  part,  matter  contained  in 
this  volume  of  minutes.  We  think,  he  got  a  little  previous  to  the  ques- 
tion in  his  remarks  on  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address,  in  that  por- 
tion relating  to  the  overture  of  a  few  enthusiastic  Brethren,  asking  a 
special  convocation  to  consider  the  subject,  and  discuss  the  propriety 
of  establishing,  umler  Grand  Lodge  patronage,  an  endoumient  associa' 
tion.  We  think  he  has,  in  the  manner  and  word  of  his  comment,  done 
injustice  to  our  (^rand  Master  as  well  as  intimated  a  low  estimate  of  the 
intelligence,  and  true  masonic  wisdom  of  our  Grand  Lodge.  Grand 
Master  Armstrong,  while  refusing  the  request  to  call  an  extra  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  such  purpose,  merely  referred  the  subject  (with 
polite  words,  in  proper  deference  to  the  earnest  motives,  however  mis- 
taken, of  the  applicants)   to  the  Grand  Legislative  Body  where  it  be- 
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longed,  and  where  the  suggested  innovation  was  properly  considered 
and  almost  lyianimonsly  disapproved.  This  resalt,  wo  doabt  not,  the 
Grand  Master  fully  anticipated  aud  we  know  heartily  concurred  in  this 
action.  Thus  premising  we  quote  the  objectionable  references  alluded 
to,  viz : 

The  childlike  confidence  of  Grand  Mastel*  Armstrong  in  the  equanim- 
ity of  his  Grand  Lodge  when,  before  reporting  the  following,  he  cod- 
gratulated  that  body  that  no  questions  of  a  character  calculated  to  dis- 
turb the  harmony  of  its  deliberations  would  probably  arise,  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  misplaced: 

"I  received  in  July  last,  from  Washington  Lodge  No.  36,  a  request  in 
which  seven  other  Lodges  joined,  to  call  a  special  communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  consider  a  matter  that  I  thought  could  be  disposed 
of  at  our  regular  communication  and  sufifer  no  detriment  by  the  delay, 
therefore  declined.  The  purpose  that  they  have  in  view,  as  indicated 
in  their  communication  to  me,  *'  is  to  provide  an  endowment  to  the 
M.  M.  degree  to  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  all  Master  Masons  who  partici- 
pate in  the  scheme.'  The  object  is  laudable  and  praiseworthy,  and  as 
a  committee  has  been  appointed  by  Washington  Lodge  to  bring  it  to 
your  attention,  I  trust  you  will  give  to  the  matter  such  consideration  as 
its  importance  demands." 

If  for  Masonry  to  become  felo-de-se  is  **  laudable  and  praiseworthy," 
we  have  some  curiosity  to  know  what,  from  the  Alabama  standpoint, 
must  be  the  character  of  a  question  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  Grand  Lodge ! 

The  committee  of  eminent  brethren  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
although  appointed  at  the  very  outset  of  the  session,  does  not  seem  to 
have  had  tiqpe  to  find  out  whether,  with  Washington  Lodge  and  her 
seven  sisters,  it  would  immortalize  itself  by  its  devotion  to  spfCAtMitx 
Masonry,  aud  on  motion  of  one  of  its  members  was  given  a  year  for 
cogitation.  Should  this  eventuate  in  affirmative  action,  we  can  imagine 
the  ghost  of  the  *  *  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario "  musing  on  the  emptiness 
of  belated  sympathy  and  repeating  those  saddest  of  word*) : 

**It  might  have  been." 

'*Fine  feathers  do  not  make  birds,"  and  slashing  rhetoric,  though 
fine,  is  not  always  just  and  properly  discriminating  in  its  thrusts.  He 
reviews  the  Alabama  proceedings  of  1878 — 58th  Annual  Report— in 
other  respects  very  kindly  and  accoptably. 

His  Report,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  52  Grand  Lodges,  and,  as  we 
have  already  intimated,  is  a  full  aud  very  able  deliverance.  We  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  many  of  his  thoughtful  suggestions,  in  treating  of 
other  jurisdictions,  but  can  now  only  afford  space  for  what  we  have 
already  said  of,  and  copied  from,  the  voluminous  report  furnished  by 
our  good  Brother  of  Illinois. 

ORAKD  OFFICEBS,    1879. 

M.  W.  Bro,  Theodore  T,  Gurney,  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  F.  Burrill,  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 691(?) 
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INDIANA.  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Gmud  Lodge  of  Indiana  met  in  annual  commnnication — 
its  sixty-third  annual  meeting— at  Indianapolis,  Tuesday,  May  25th, 
A.  D.  1880.  Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Bellamy  S.  Sutton,  in  the 
Grand  East,  with  all  Grand  Officers  at  stations,  and  the  Representatives 
of  487  constituent  Lodges.  No  Grand  Eepresentatives  noticed  as  pres- 
ent. 

The  debt  cloud,  to  which  we  have,  in  former,  alluded,  still  hangs 
portent iou.s  over  this  large  and  otherwise  potential  jurisdiction.  Its 
burden  is  perceptibly  lessening,  however,  and  we  are  gratified  to  note, 
not  only  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  debt— about  $9,300  of  debt  hav- 
ing  been  paid  ofif  during  the  preceding  year,  in  addition  to  the  carrying 
of  11  similar  amount  of  interest  —but  evidences  also  that  this  evil  is 
working  for  eventual  good,  in  enabling  the  Grand  Lodge  to  throw  ofif 
unworthy  material,  incapable  under  adversity  of  longer  disguising  their 
faithlessness,  and  showing  by  acts,  near  akin  to  open  rebellion,  their 
want  of  fortitude,  prudence,  and  justice.  "Charters  surrendered," 
and  "chartera  revoked."  of  both  of  which  several  instances  are  recorded, 
indicate  severally  the  weak  and  the  unworthy  constituents.  When  this 
**  weeding  out"  shall  have  been  completed,  as  it  soon  must  be,  then 
will  adversity  have  worked  its  ultimate  effects  of  purification  and  es- 
tablishment, and  the  silver  lining,  already  tinging  their  clouds  of  trial, 
with  promise  of  returning  prosperity,  will  spre:id  and  increase  'till  all 
darkness  and  perplexity  shall  have  disappeared.  The  lesson  is  one  so 
often  taught,  and  impressed  upon  us,  that  it  seems  a  wonder  we  will 
not  or  can  not  learn  it — avoid  debt  !  even  for  grand  l^Iasonio  Temples  ! 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Sutton  is  interesting,  and,  in- 
deed, we  may  remark  the  same  of  the  general  proceedings  of  this  com- 
munication, though  from  necessity,  as  intimated  above,  much  of  their 
work  was  directed  towards  their  own  peculiar  necessities. 

The  Grand  Master,  however,  finds  time,  and  seeks  occasion,  to  say 
some  good  things  of  the  Fraternity  generally,  (but  unfortunately  desig- 
nates it  as  **onr  Order,"  an  expression  amounting  almost  to  a  prof anation 
with  us, )  and  also  alludes  to  the  progress  of  the  age  in  a  comprehensive 
way,  intimating,  as  we  construe  it,  (if  not  so  intended  it  could  very 
properly  have  been  directly  alleged)  that  masonry  was  a  prime  factor 
in  the  developments  cited,  viz  : 

The  enterprises  of  our  age  are  more  marvellous  than  any  tale  in  the 
Arabian  Nights.  The  searches  in  the  polar  seas,  and  the  tropical  mys- 
teries of  interior  Africa ;  the  disemboweling  of  the  unheard  of  treas- 
ures of  the  earth  on  our  western  coast ;  the  instantaneous  growth  of 
cities  and  States  ;  the  marvelous  bridges  ;  the  tunneling  of  the  Alps,  and 
the  Suez  CanaL  These  are  some  of  the  miracles  of  our  day  that  indi- 
cate that  the  human  intellect  is  capable  of  indefinite  and  endless  tri- 
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amphs.  Nor  can  I  refrain  from  noting  the  universal  spread  of  liberal 
ideiis  among  mankind.  France  has  surprised  the  world  by  the  snccess- 
fnl  inaagaration  of  a  conservative  and  stable  repablic.  Germany,  once 
the  stronghold  of  petty  despots,  has  become  a  constitutional  empire. 
Bussia  has  greatly  advanced  from  a  state  of  semi-barbarism,  and  some 
of  the  older  portions  of  Asia  are  introducing  modem  ideas  and  reforms. 
To  us  to-day  it  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  gratification  that  the  members  of 
our  Order  have  always  been  in  the  very  vanguard  of  human  progress, 
and  that  Masons  have  ever  been  the  heroes,  and  if  needs  be,  the  mar- 
tyrs, of  the  advanced  movements  of  the  world.  Our  aim  has  ever  been 
the  advancement  and  amelioration  of  mankind. 

He  mentions  a  discourteous  reply  from  the  W.  M.  of  one  of  the  Lodges 
yielding  up  charters,  possibly  to  avoid  responsibility  for  the  debt  of  the 
Gband  Lodge,  although  in  this  case  a  local  reason  was  alleged,  and 
shows  up  the  Lodge  thus : 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  case  requiring  merited  condemnation.  A 
Lodge  voluntarily  voting  itself  out  of  existence,  *  *  On  aeoount  of  finan- 
cial embarrassment  and  a  want  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  Masonry." 
Possessing  all  the  necessary  implements  to  maintain  a  lodge — property 
in  abundance  ;  money  in  the  treasury ;  stock  in  a  Masonic  Hall  Asso- 
ciation and  no  debts — at  least  none  reported  ;  appointing  the  Worship- 
ful Master  upon  a  committee  to  sell  their  stock  ;  another  committee  to 
sell  their  furniture,  etc.  Gathering  all  the  spoils  together  they  make  a 
divide  ;  the  Grand  Lodge— the  rightful  heir— gets  nothing.  Shame 
upon  such  Masonry !  Let  the  seal  of  condemnation  go  forth  from  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  in  such  tones  as  not  to  be  misanderstood  ! 

The  following  decision  indicates  that  the  law  of  Indiana  differs  essen- 
tially from  that  of  Alabama,  and  very  many  other  jurisdictions  on  the 
matter  of  resignations,  viz  : 

Question  13. — Can  an  olficer  of  a  lodge,  regularly  elected,  resign  his 
office  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  ? 
Answer.  —Yes.     See  Sec.  4,  Art.  VI. 

In  another  decision  he  gives  a  long  lease  to  **  dimits,"  as  thus  : 

Qufiation  14. — How  long  will  a  certificate  of  dimit  run  before  it  ex- 
pires? 

Answer. — There  is  no  limit.     It  remains  good  until  canceled  by  due 

Erocess  of  law,  or  until  deposited  with  a  lodge  on  admission  to  mem- 
prship. 

We  give  his  concluding  remarks  for  the  sake  of  its  eloquent  pidttrt 
lesson,  viz  : 

As  I  now  pass  from  this  office  with  which  your  confidence  and  par- 
tiality invested  me,  you  will  indulge  me  in  one  final  word.  In  what- 
ever position  we  are  placed  in  our  noble  Order,  or  in  any  department 
of  life,  let  our  aim  be  to  do  our  duty  well  ;  then  only  can  we  hope  for 
the  great  award. 

In  one  of  the  galleries  of  London  there  is  a  noble  painting,  that  ivp- 
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resentH  a  dark  hi]l,  rising  agninst  the  evening  Rk}',  which  shines  through 
a  few  thin  pines 

Along  li  road  on  the  hillside  fonr  Rqnires  bear  a  dying  knight,  a  man 
past  middle  age.  One,  behind,  carries  his  helmet,  and  another  leAds 
his  horse.  The  head  and  coantenance  of  the  knight  is  noble,  telling 
of  many  a  battle,  and  ever  for  the  right.  The  last  battle  has  doubtless 
been  gained,  for  we  may  read  victory,  as  well  as  peace,  in  the  dying 
look.  The  party  has  jast  reached  the  edge  of  a  steep  descent,  from 
which  yon  can  see  the  valley  below,  with  the  last  of  the  harvest  just 
being  reaped,  while  the  shocks  stand  all  about  in  the  field. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  may  we  live  and  act,  that  when,  like  this  old 
knight,  oar  day  shall  set  in  the  storm  of  battle,  it  may  leave  behind  the 
glory  of  a  good  name,  and  we  be  gathered  to  our  fathers,  like  shocks  of 
corn  fully  ripe,  and  ready  for  the  gamer  of  God. 

Fifty  Chartered  Lodges  petitioned  the  Grand  Lodge  "to  amend  the 
by-laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  so  as  to  allow  the  Grand  Master  to  issue 
dispensations  to  such  lodges  as  may  petition  the  same,  to  occupy  a  hall 
with  other  secret  and  kindred  Orders."  This  petition,  strange  to  say, 
was  "laid  on  the  table  ;"  was  this  a  proper  masonic  response  to  a  re- 
spectful petition  ?  We  trow  not,  nor  can  we  assent  to  any  such  parlia- 
mentary dodge  to  avoid  an  instructive,  though  possibly  disagreeable, 
answer  to  any  masonic  question  or  petition  ! 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  an  amendment  to  its  By-Laws,  requiring 
only  one  ballot  "for  the  three  degrees,"  although  the  change  proposed 
was  earnestly  objected  to  by  the  minority  as  an  innovation  on  rules  ex- 
isting for  sixty-three  years  which  they  considered  in  the  light  of  a  Land- 
mark, «&c. 

In  view  of  the  burden  of  their  debt  and  consequent  necessity  for 
economy,  it  was  proposed,  and  we  believe  determined,  to  skip  a  year  in 
Grand  Lodge  communications,  and  thus  save  $10,000  of  annual  ex- 
penses. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON    COBRESPONDENCE 

acknowledge  receipt  of  numerous  Reports  from  other  Grand  Lodges, 
including  the  Alabama  proceedings  of  1870,  but  make  no  report,  econ- 
ony  ruling  out  that  expense  also. 

OBAND  OFFIOEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Calvin  W.  Prathor Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  H.  Smythe  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges— Chartered,  516  ;  U.  D.  3. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1879. 

The  FIFTH  annual  communication  was  held  in  the  town  of  Enfaula — 
Creek  Nation — November  4th,  A.  D.  1879 ;  present,  J.  S.  Murrow,  Grand 
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Master.    Several   Gmnd  KepresentatiTes,  and  ten  coDstitaent  LoilgeN 
represented. 

The  Grand  Moster'n  address  is  a  pleasnnt  and  creditable  review  of  the 
masonic  incidents  of  the  year  and  discusses  frankly  and  thonghtfolly 
the  needs  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  their  short-comings  as  well.  Ritual- 
istic Work,  and  the  want  of  uniformity  therein,  indeed  gross  neglect 
of  the  science  in  most  of  their  Lodges,  is  commented  npon,  and  an 
earnest  appeal  arged  for  reform  and  improvement  in  that  respect.  He 
discusses  the  situation  abroad,  and  gives  encouraging  assurances  of 
kindly  and  friendly  relations  with  other  jurisdictions.  Declines  a  re- 
election, because  of  onerous  missionary  duties  preventing  a  proper 
allotment  of  time  to  his  official  masonic  work.     We  give  his 

CONCLUSION. 

I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this  address.  I  have  not  forgotten  the 
admonition  of  the  Grand  Secretary  to  think  of  the  printing  bill,  but  I 
have  been  so  anxious  over  the  welfare  of  Masonry  in  our  Territory  and 
have  seen  so  much  that  I  think  you  ought  to  know  that  I  have  trans- 
cended proper  limits. 

We  are  reminded  that  several  who  were  prominent  and  useful  in  the 
organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  brief  the  period  has  been,  are  not 
with  us  to-day.  McPherson,  R.  P.  Jones  and  Slover  are  at  work  else- 
where. J.  B.  Jones,  Bond  and  Vann  are  in  the  grave.  We  have  taken 
their  places ;  others  will  soon  succeed  us,  for  we,  like  them,  shall  be 
gone.  Let  us  think  ot  them  with  affection,  emulate  their  good  deeds, 
and  be  ready  when  our  day's  work  is  done.  Brethren,  please  accept  my 
sincere  gratitude  for  the  many  honors  you  have  conferred  upon  mo. 
Most  cheerfully  have  1  served  to  the  best  of  my  ability  in  the  statiouH 
you  have  assigned  me.  I  shall  still  continue  to  do  what  I  can  lor  you 
and  Masonry.  My  greatest  regret  is  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  meet 
the  responsibilities  of  the  dignified  and  honorable  position  of  Gxuud 
Master.  Long  since  I  determined  to  decline  a  re-election,  and  will 
gladly  place  the  gavol  in  the  hands  ot  my  successor. 

The  Lodge  work,  relating  mostly  to  local  necessities,  was  well  and 
speedily  dispatched. 
The  Report  on 

FOREIGN   COBBESPONDENCE, 

By  Bro.  Hogue,  (we  judge,  though  it  is  not  signed,)  is  interesting  and 
creditable,  notwithstanding  the  following  queer  apology  for  its  (sap- 
posed)  demerits,  viz  : 

As  usual  this  report  has  been  written  under  difficnlties. 

The  Chairman  begged  off  from  serving  because  of  pressing  business 
engagements  and  weak  eyes.  Another  member  of  the  Committee  **mar- 
ried  a  wife"  and  therefore  he  must  needs  be  excused. 

Brother  Hogue  reviewed  the  Proceedings  of  several  Grand  Lodges  ; 
these  are  the  only  ones  well  prepared.  Poor  "Hobson"  had  the  choice 
of  trying  to  give  "  the  aborigines  "  a  glimpse  of  the  doings  of  the  breth- 
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ren  elsewhere  or  let  this  report  go  by  default.  He  has  thus  tried  to 
make  a  bow  to  a  goodly  number  of  Grand  Bodies  but  his  time  has  bi^en 
too  limited  and  other  duties  too  pressing  to  admit  of  much  style  or  care 
in  these  short  and  hasty  respects. 

Alabama,  for  the  first  time,  we  think,  in  these  reports,  receives  friend- 
ly notice  in  a  pleasant  but  short  review  of  our  proceedings  of  1878.  He 
commends  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address,  and  the  proceedings 
generally. 

He  corrects?  the  writer  for  speaking  "oW"  words  of  P.  Grand  Mas- 
ter McPherson,  and  wonders  what  "his  young  wife"  will  say  of  it !  If 
P.  G.  Master  McPherson  is  really  old,  as  we  think  he  is,  (or  are  we  mis- 
ttiken  in  that?)  then  the  young  wife,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  will 
not  make  him  any  younger.     We  almost  know  how  it  is  ourself. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  P.  J.  Byrne .Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  W.  A.  McBride  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges— Chartered  12  ;  U.  D.  1. 

IOWA,  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  36th  Grand  annual  communication,  in  the  city 
of  Dubuque,  on  Tuesday  the  3d  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1879.  Grand  Mas- 
ter Jeremiah  M.  Wilson  presiding,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-two 
constituent  Lodges  represented. 

The  Brethren  having  been  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Master,  the 
pleasant  incident  of  an  eloquent  address  of  welcome  (to  Dabuque)  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  was  delivered  by  P.  G.  Master  Guilbert,  tendering 
her  *'the  Masonic  hospitalities  of  the  Queen  City  of  Iowa,*'  which  was 
pleasantly  and  appropriately  responded  to  by  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  still  a  boveb,  electing  to  hold  her  annual  meet- 
ings by  rotation  in  cities  other  than  that  of  her  nominal  official  abode. 
Iowa  City,  we  believe,  is  headquarters  for  her  Grand  Secretary,  Library 
and  Archives.  This  reception  address  afforded  the  welcoming  orator  an 
opportunity  to  compare  notes  of  this  and  preceding  communications  in 
the  same  city,  say  in  1848  and  1861,  and  hence  in  a  portion  of  his  ad- 
dress was  pleasantly  historical,  in  contrasting  present  conditions  with 
those  of  the  past 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  excellent— full,  sufficiently 
concise,  and  very  explicit  wherever  either  caution  or  reprimand  seemed 
to  be  required  or  deserved. 

He  had  issued  nine  dispensations  for  new  Lodges.  Reports  favorably 
of  **our  relations  with  sister  Gnmd  Lodges" — notes  the  fact  of  unusual 
mortality  among  Grand  Lodge  members  during  the  past  year,  a  Past 
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Grand  Master,  a  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  two  Past  Junior  Grand 
Wardens  having  been  called  from  labor  by  death. 

He  notices  complainingly  that  a  **  constiiution  and  statutes  unauthorized 
by  tJic  Grand  Lodge  or  its  officers,'*  had  been  issued  to  the  Masters  of 
Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction,  but  do«:s  not  name  the  offender— an  offence 
it  was  of  "portent  most  grave."  He  answered  many  questions,  bat 
gives  none  of  his  decisions,  as  all  questions  asked  were  answered  by 
reference  to  former  decisions  of  his  predecessors.  He  recommends, 
however,  *'a  digest  of  Masonic  Law,"  to  save  the  labor  of  searching 
out  the  law  and  rulings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  now  scattered  throngh 
the  twelve  years  of  proceedings,  and  the  original  compilation  of  1866. 

We  have  often  alluded,  in  terms  of  high  praise,  to  the  Reports  and 
record  work  of  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  Brother  Pa.bvin,  and  would  not 
again  repeat  the  praise,  though  this  his  latest  report,  is  well  deserving 
of  special  commendation,  were  it  not  that  we  have  seen,  and  very  re- 
gretfully too,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  a  restless,  if  not  jealous, 
minority  of  his  co-workers  to  hamper  his  genius  by  refasin^  the  needed 
appropriations  for  the  work  of  preparing  and  publishing  his  inimitable 
reports.  The  insinuations  of  extravagance,  etc.,  thus  suggested,  were 
fully  inquired  into  by  committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  their  reports 
fully  vindicate  Brother  P<irviu,  the  inquiry  eliciting  from  them  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  and  confidence.  Thus  his  own  Brethren  are  as  well 
satisfied  with  his  work  as  are  those  of  other  jarisdictions,  whose  appre- 
ciation thereof  is  well,  and  not  extravagantly,  expressed,  in  the  follow- 
ing compliment  from  Brother  J.  W.  Woodhull— Wisconsin— viz: 

♦'The  report  (1878)  of  the  R.  W.  Brother  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Grand 
Secretary,  is  the  most  complete  of  any  we  have  on  file.  Since  18-14, 
thirty-four  yeare,  this  noble  brother  has  faithfully  performed  far  more 
than  his  duty.  No  stone  has  been  left  unturned  when  the  result  would 
be  good  to  his  Graod  Lodge.  It  would  be  well  for  the  brethren  of  Iowa 
to  look  back  over  thcKe  thirty-four  yeare  of  arduous  service  and  call  to 
mind  the  fact  that  the  position  occupied  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
at  the  present  time  is  mostly  due  to  the  fraternal  labors  of  their  Grand  Sec- 
retary ;  and  this,  too,  with  but  a  mere  pittance,  which  may  be  called  a 
remuneration.  But  why  speak  of  remuneration?  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  can  never  remunerate  him  for  his  noble,  self-sacrificing  services. 
They  may  give  him  all  the  money  he  may  need;  they  may  literally  cover 
him  over  with  favors;  they  may  proclaim  him  as  their  noblest,  best 
friend;  they  may  call  upon  Heaven  to  shower  upon  him  its  choicest 
blessings— and  yet  the  Brethren  of  Iowa  will  be  his  debtora.  These 
thirty-four  years  have  been  years  of  toil  and  anxiety;  they  have  been 
full  of  reverses,  with  joys  and  sorrows;  sickness  and  health  have  alter- 
nately held  sway;  and  during  all  this  time  the  Grand  Secretary  has 
stood  firmly  at  the  helm,  met  ever}'  storm  with  a  brave  heart  and  giant 
hand,  and  to-day  he  sees  the  noble  craft  moving  over  the  tide  of  time, 
too  strong  to  be  broken  by  the  winds  of  adveraity,  and  too  powerful  to 
be  swamped  by  the  waves  of  ignoronce  and  superstition.  'Brave  old 
heart,'  live  on !" 
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Brother  Piirvin  reports  as  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Librarian.  His 
obituaries  of  deceased  worthies  ot  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions,  ap- 
propriate as  well  as  instructive,  indeed  all  of  his  pen  and  brain  work 
^ive  token  of  a  man  of  very  superior  attainments,  and  abounding  in 
industry  and  method.  We  touch  our  hat  to  him  in  humble  obeisance 
as  to  a  Mason  sans  reproach. 

We  regret  to  be  compelled  to  notice  so  briefly  proceedings  so  full  of 
interest  and  captivating  deliverances. 

The  Grand  Oration  this  year  was  by  Brother  Lncien  0.  Blanchard, 
Grand  Orator,  and  we  do  not  see  that  his  "coming  from  the  busy  quar- 
ries, or  the  active  duties  of  business  life,"  has  at  all  lessened  the  im- 
portance or  interest  of  his  pleasant  and  thoughtful  address.  It  is  a 
very  appropriate  exemplification  and  enforcement  of  the  rights  and 
duties  ot  Masons.     We  quote  a  portion  of  his  peroration  : 

In  these  brief  remarks  I  have  not  sought  to  explore  unknown  fields, 
or  oven  to  present  new  thoughts.  If  little  of  originality  is  found  iu 
them,  it  must  be  remembered  that  Masonry  is  not  new.  It  reaches  iti> 
soft  hand  of  love  and  charity  down  to  us  from  the  centuries  of  the  buried 
past,  whose  records  are  obscured  behind  the  dim  twilight  of  tradition . 
We  clasp  the  invisible  hands  of  those  whose  forms  and  history  are  cov- 
ered by  the  mists  of  darkness  of  prehistoric  times. 

Attention  has  been  directed  to  some  of  the  dangers  that  may  beset  us. 
W'e  are  aware  that  there  are  persons  of  social  and  moral  standing  who 
seek  to  level  the  walls  of  our  noble  edifice.  From  them  we  have  little 
to  fear.     We  have  more  cause  for  alarm  within  the  temple. 

It  is  said  that  there  is  found  in  the  rugged  mountains  of  the  far  West 
a  niOKt  beautiful  lake,  whose  waters  of  unfathomable  depth  are  sur- 
rounded on  every  side  by  perpendicular  rocks,  rising  thousands  of  feet 
above  the  surface  below.  Storms  may  come,  winds  may  blow,  but  they 
diHtnrb  not  its  rest.  The  fierce  tornado  which  sweeps  across  the  plain, 
destroying  everything  in  its  course,  fails  to  produce  even  a  ripple  upon 
its  ever-calm  waters.  Thus  securely  shall  our  Order  be  guarded  if  we 
observe  a  strict  adherence  to  the  cardinal  virtues.  If  our  bond  of  union 
is  not  relaxed  ;  if  ignorance  and  indolence  are  alike  discoujaged  ;  if  fi- 
delity shall  guard  the  outer  gates  ;  if  the  spirit  ot  brotherly  love  shall 
animate  each  heart,  and  we  teach  and  practice  sound  doctrine,  these 
shall  be  the  walls  that  shall  guard  us  from  the  criticisms  and  attacks 
from  what  source  soever,  as  securely  and  as  everlubtingly  as  are  the 
waters  of  the  mountain  lake.  Then,  too,  will  the  mists  that  hover  over 
us  be  cleared  away,  and  it  may  be  said,  "Peace  has  l^een  within  our 
walls,  and  prosperity  within  our  palaces." 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Albert  C.  Abbott Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Brother  Theodore  S.  Parvin  (re-elected) Grand  Socretary. 

Whole  number  of  working  Lodges 358 
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KANSAS,  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met,  in  its  24th  grand  annual  communication,  at  the 
City  of  Leavenworth,  on  the  15th  of  October,  A.  D.  1879,  with  a  good 
attendance  of  Grand  Lodge  constituents,  including  Kepresentatives  from 
one  hundred  and  ten  (of  their  173)  working  Lodges.  We  obserre  that 
Past  Masters  are  recognized  as  members  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  that 
the  minutes  do  not  mention  the  presence  of  any  Gband  Repbesenta- 

TIVES. 

M.  W.  Gmnd  Lodge,  having  been  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Graud 
Master  E.  D.  Hillyer,  his  annual  addn^s  followed  as  the  first  buftiuesH 
in  order  after  the  examination  of  credentials.  The  address  is  a  good 
executive  message  and  confined  almost  entirely  to  topics  of  local  admin- 
istration and  incident. 

After  speaking  feelingly  of  the  death  of  a  venerable  and  greatly  es- 
teemed Brother,  R.  W.  John  A.  Chase,  he  sayf?  very  aptly  and  impres- 
sively : 

Thus  the  old  landmarks  pass  away,  one  by  one,  admonishing  us  that 
if  the  work  drawn  upon  the  trestle^bourd  of  our  lives  for  each  one  of  as 
to  do  is  done  at  all,  it  mu8t  be  done  quickly,  for  surely  the  Night  com- 
eth  wherein  no  man  can  work. 

He  issued  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  nine  new  Lodges.  The 
charter  of  one  Lodge  was  revoked  and  two  charters  were  surrendered 
during  the  year. 

He  is  concerned  about  the  rapid  increase  of  non  affiliates,  calls  them 
"masonic  drones."  and  urges  that  "some  definite  action  be  taken  in 
the  premises."  (Quere? — Isn't  nonaction  the  best  action.  Let  them 
severely  alone,  by  treating  them  as  tried  and  rejected  material,  is  uar 
solution  of  the  problem. ) 

He  recommends  a  change  of  time  for  annual  communications,  the 
autumnal  months  being  unsuited  "  to  farmers,  mechanics  ana  business 
men  generally,"  and  suggests  "  the  3d  Wednesday  of  February  instead 
of  October."  This  proposition  was,  by  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee on  jurisprudence,  referred  to  the  Lodges  for  appioval. 

He  speaks  very  considerately  and  fully  of  relations  with  other  Grand 
Bodies,  but  as  his  remarks  on  this  topic  are  supplemented  by  an  able 
SPECIAL  BEPOBT  from  Brother  John  H.  Bbown,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  we  shall  take  from  that  adopted  report  such  views 
as  seem  to  us  apposite  to  our  purpose,  viz: 

The  right  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  which  has  been  invaded  and 
denied,  is  that  of  "exclusive  jurisdiction,  coterminous  with  political 
boundaries."  This  right  which  has  l)een  gradually  evolved  during  the 
last  century  and  a  halt,  although  dating  farther  back  in  its  origin,  has 
been  accepted  as  a  rule  ot  law,  natural,  just,  and  oonsequently  not  to 
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be  altered  or  abrogated.  All  Grand  Lodges  and  all  Masons  of  North 
America,  being  a  uiajority  ol*  the  Masons  in  the  world,  receive  this  law, 
and  are  governed  by  it  and  its  benign  protection  is  invoked,  its  formula 
used  us  a  talisman,  by  most  foreign  Grand  Bodies  whenever  it  suits 
their  self-interest  to  so  do,  thus  showing  that  they  perceive  so  much 
juKtlce  in  it  as  to  make  it  the  strongest  bulwark  of  their  authority,  ex- 
cept when  they  are  invading  the  rights  of  another,  as  too  often  happens, 
in  which  case  they  desire  nought  of  it,  and  hasten  to  revive  that  shadow 
of  a  weak  and  divided  authority  called  *'  concurrent  jurisdiction."  The 
ill  effects  of  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  are  seen  in  the  bickerings  of  Ger- 
man Grand  Bodies  and  most  forcibly  in  the  case  of  Quebec. 

We  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  controversy  now  waging  between  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  Scotland,  for  the  reasons  just  stated,  and 
we  are  pained  to  observe  the  apparently  unnecessary  delay  of  an  ad- 
justmentbetween  the  parties.  It  is  a  question  which,  by  virtue  of  its 
involving  the  principles  we  have  given  above,  becomes  of  national  im- 
portance and  every  Gmud  Lodge  on  the  continent  is  concerned  in  the 
ultimate  outcome  of  the  matter. 

*****  *  *  ***•• 

The  Committee  in  their  report  last  year  gave  a  complete  history  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  difficulty  up  to  that  date,  and  your  Com- 
mittee do  not  deem  it  uecessiiry  to  go  over  the  same  ground  again  at 
this  time,  but  merely  present  what  has  since  occurred  with  recom- 
mendatioUH  concerning  the  action  which  suggests  itself  as  proper  for 
our  Lodge  to  take  under  these  premises,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  both 
parties  and  vindicate  the  principles  of  law  and  comity  now  attacked. 

At  this  time  last  year  many  leading  Masons  entertained  the  hope  that 
wise  and  good  judgment  would  characterize  the  acts  of  the  parties  and 
especially  that  (something  would  be  done  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land in  the  way  of  repairing  the  breach  so  unfortunately  made  by  tbem, 
but  it  appears  that  the  division  is  growing  wider,  and  the  Grand  Offi- 
cers on  each  side  more  bitter  and  determined  as  is  plainly  seen  from 
the  vigorous  reports  sent  in  to  their  respective  Grand  Lodges. 

If  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  the  right  to  ent«r  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  aud  warrant  new  Lodges  in 
utter  disregard  of  Masonic  law  and  comity,  such  as  should  be  observed 
among  all  (Jrand  Lodges,  and  further  declare  the  Masonic  'lerritory 
unoccupied,  of  a  certainty  they  may  claim  the  same  right  to  enter  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  here  to  set  up  Masouio 
homes  for  their  ofispring.  The  argument  holds  as  good  in  one  ease  as 
in  the  other. 

We  are  authoritatively  informed  that  this  bantling,  like  an  incubus 
clinging  to  the  honest  Craftsmen  of  Quebec,  hesitate  not  to  hunt  up  and 
use  all  the  rejected  material  they  can  find.  A  man  who  has  been  black- 
balled in  any  regular  Lodge,  no  matter  where  he  may  have  resided  and 
been  rejected,  or  how  old  or  young  he  may  be,  will,  on  application,  be 
received  and  the  degrees  conferred  for  a  nominal  sum,  just  what  the 
candidate  is  willing  to  pay,  and  in  order  to  accommodate  they  will  con- 
fer the  three  degrees  in  one  night ;  in  addition  to  all  such  insults,  they 
bid  open  defiance  to  the  lawfully  constituted  authority  of  the  country. 
•        ***         •         *  *  •         •*** 

Notwithstanding  all  the  unlawful  acts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland 
and  her  ofifshoot  at  Montreal,  and  the  conse^iaeot  menace  to  oar  cher- 
ished principles,  we  do  not  now  feel  inclined  to  follow  the  natural 
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coarse  of  expreflBiDg  rebuke  by  declaring  that  we  will  no  longer  hold 
MaMonic  intercoarse  with  Mtisons  huiling  from  the  Qrand  Lodge  of 
Scotland.  Our  inclinations  have  always  tended  to  bias  ns  in  favor  of 
this  venerable  Sapreme  Body,  hoary  as  it  is  with  the  frosts  of  many 
years,  and  whose  Masonic  history  extends  so  far  t>ack  into  the  Dark 
Ages,  a  monument  of  the  Past  and  a  guide  for  the  Present,  she  has  often 
aided  us  in  steering  our  Masonic  bark  over  the  rough  sea  of  strife  and 
persecution.     Yet  while  we  remember  all  this  with  pride  and  profound 

Satitudo,  we  must  not  forget  that  we  are  Masons,  bound  by  the  same 
aKonic  tie,  governed  by  a  Grand  Body  possessed  of  the  same  supreme 
power  and  authority  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  governed  likewise 
by  recognised  rules  of  comity  which  amount  to  laws,  and  that  we  are 
bound  to  see  to  it  that  neither  these  nor  the  dignity  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
are  infringed  upon  by  any  other  power,  whether  legitimate  or  illegiti- 
mate. 

In  the  resolutions  adopted  they  did  not  declare  non-intercourse  with 
Scotland,  but  did  forbid  Masonic  recognition  in  Kansas  to  all  persons 
hailing  from  Lodges  not  recognized  as  regular  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec,  and  so  certified  by  that  authority. 

Bro.  Grand  Secretary  is  quite  annoyed  by  clumsey,  delayed,  and  oth- 
erwise irregular  reports  from  sabordidate  lodges,  an  epidemic  not  alto- 
gether peculiar  to  Kansas,  but  few  Grand  Officials  have  noticed  and 
more  pointedly,  yet  non-oflfensively,  rebuked  the  offense,  than  he  of 
whom  we  now  write,  among  other  hits  at  Secretaries  he  says  : 

*******l8ay  nothing  of  the  mistakes  made  in  the 
returns  sent  in,  such  as  senls  omitted,  names  of  officers  invisible,  errors 
in  addition,  and  eight-to-seven  counting  on  membership  (sometimes  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  Secretary's  own  Lodge,)  or  of  the  members  who 
disappear  from  the  rolls  as  mysteriously  as  stars  from  the  firmament, 
and  others  which  appear  to  have  sprung  into  Lodge  membership,  as 
Minerva  was  born,  full-grown,  armed  and  equipped,  Master  Masons; 
all  these  things  and  many  others  which  pass  humun  comprehension  we 
are  willing  to  forgive  if  they  will  only  gd  ike  report  in,  in  any  shape, 
early  and  try  to  keep  cash  accounts  straight.  And  I  believe  that  no 
charge  of  ill-nature  can  be  laid  against  me  for  thus  pointedly  calling  at* 
tention  of  the  brethren  to  these  matters,  for  I  do  it  only  to  bring  about 
a  reform  which  can  not  fail  to  benefit  the  whole  Graft  in  general,  and 
these  careless  Lodges  in  particular,  setting  down  naught  in  malice. 
The  same  fatherly  advice  which  I  would  give  to  a  son  doing  business 
in  the  outside  world  I  offer  to  our  friends,  the  Secretaries,  here  :  "Be 
always  prompt  and  obliging.'' 

Bro.  Albert  Pike  S.  G.  Commander  made  a  second  visit  to  Kansas 
and  was  again  received  and  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  with  suit- 
able honors. 

The  formal  unveiling  of  the  monument  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
their  first  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Richard  Ridgeway  Heei;,  added  a  pleas- 
ant ceremonial  episode  to  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  aod  this  was 
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the  finishing  blow,  (followed  by  a  very  interesting  address)  by  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Master,  who  said  and  did  as  follows  : 

** Brother  Grand  Architect,  having  fall  confidence  in  yonr  skill  in  the 
Royal  Art,  it  remains  with  me  now  to  finish  the  work." 

The  Grand  Master  then  descended  to  the  monnment,  and  with  the 
Gavel  struck  it  three  times,  and  said  : 

"This  is  irve  ^ork— Square  work— jnst  such  work  as  was  ordered  for 
the  Masons  of  Kansas,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Institution  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masonry,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  I  now  solemnly  dedicate  this  Cenotaph  to  the 
memory  of  M.  W.  Richard  Ridge  way  Rees,  our  Past  Grand  Blaster. 
Brethren,  you  will  salute  it  accordingly." 

Bro.  Rrown's  report  on 

FOREIGN  GOBBE8PONDENCE 

Is  very  full,  reviewing  most  of  the  American  Grand  Lodge  reports  and 
giving  ample  intelligence  from  abroad.  Its  good  work — a  savory  dish 
of  literary  iU  hUs,  well  Browned  and  dished  to  our  taste  exactly. 

He  reviews  Alabama  proceedings,  presented  in  our  report  of  1878 — 
58th  annual—find  gives  us,  both  in  space  and  comment,  due  considera- 
tion. 

He  speaks  in  complimentary  terms  of  (P.)  G.  M.  Armstrong-sad- 
dress  of  that  year  and  quotes  from  it 

Alludes  to  the  Committee  on  Work  as  having  reported  on  the  three 
degrees,  and  takes  it  "  that  there  must  have  been  an  exemplification  of 
the  work,"  &c.,  not  in  that  sense  and  manner,  as  we  take  your  meaning, 
Brother.  The  work  is  only  rehearsed  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  there 
being  no  candidate  present ;  but  a  supposed  or  imaginary  one  ;  every- 
thing is  said  that  ought  to  be  said  in  the  work,  and  the  members  are 
instructed  |^ow  to  apply  it  to,  and  treat,  a  candidate  when  conferring 
the  degrees'. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  D.  McCleverty Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  H.  Brown  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  working  Lodges 173. 

KENTUCKY,  1879. 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  80th  grand  annual  communication,  in 
Louisville,  on  Tuesday,  October  21st,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  Thomas  S.  Petit,  Grand  Master,  with  a  full  attend- 
ance of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives,  among  whom 
we  are  gratified  to  note  the  presence  of  the  Alabama  representative, 
Bro.  Charles  Tildem,  and  a  proper  number  of  Lodge  representatives 
10 
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(tho'  Bro.  Grand  Secretary  does  not  favor  us  with  any  direct  informa- 
tion of  the  representation  from  constituent  Lodges). 

We  have  conned  these  procoediugs  with  some  care,  and  no  little  in- 
terest, for  the  work  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  its  experiences,  especially 
in  its  labors  and  triumphs  anenl  their  noble  enterprise  of  the  *'  Widows 
and  Obphans  Home  "  establishment,  have  always,  during  oar  career  as 
correspondent,  elicited  a  hearty  sympathy  and  cordial  approval.  After 
due  consideration  we  can  discovf.'r  no  incident,  suggestive  of  adverse 
criticism  in  their  general  work,  and  as  the  Grand  Master's  address  is 
full  and  able,  representing  his  own  enlarged  views,  and  alike,  as  a  gen- 
eral remark,  indicating  the  course  of  Grand  Lodge  legislation,  we  hhall 
quote  freely  from  it  as  a  sufficiently  satisfactory  notice  of  their  doiugs 
during  four  days  of  diligent  labor. 

He  says  of  Masonry,  (general  and  particular) : 

It  has  been  well  said  that  Masonry  has  lived  throng,h  the  centuries 
past  because  it  is  founded  upon  the  moral  law  —those  eternal  principles 
of  right  and  wrong  antecedent  to  positive  precept.  It  lives  in  the  pres- 
ent, because  human  hearts  everywhere  respond,  as  with  an  electic 
touch,  to  its  beautiful  lessons  on  human  life.  Teaching  by  example 
rather  than  precept,  it  has  a  vital  power  far  greater  than  any  mere  pro- 
fessions of  creeds  and  doctrines.  Silent  and  unseen  as  the  waters  of 
Lethe  the  stream  of  Masonic  influence  flows  down  the  channels  of  Time 
into  the  great  ocean  of  Eternity.  It  grows  because  friendship  is  its  ob- 
ject, true  manhood  its  goal,  mutual  assistance  itti  inculcated  duty, 
brotherly  love  its  ruling  passion.  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence  aQ<i 
Justice  its  cardinal  principles.  Thus  fouoded  it  will  continue  to  live 
and  grow  until  the  end  of  earthly  existence,  when,  as  the  result  of  its 
sublimb  teacningK,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  have  done  its  proportinnate 
share  in  regenerating  humanity,  and  will  present  to  the  Great  Architect 
of  the  Universe  its  lull  measure  of  fashioned  materials,  polished  and 
fitted  for  their  appropriate  positions  in  th3  Eternal  Temple. 

The  year  just  closing  has  been  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Craft, 
and  without  attempting  any  eloquent  allusions  to  tho  m^'steries  and 
symbols  of  Masonry  I  shall  content  myself  with  directing  your  atten- 
tion at  once  to  the  practical  workings  of  the  Brotherhood  within  this 
jurisdiction  during  the  time  I  have  had  the  distinguished  honor  to  pre- 
side over  its  deliberations. 

CONFLICT  OF  JURISDICTIONS 

A  legacy  from  the  last  Grand  Lodge  to  your  Grand  Master,  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  Craft,  is  the  principles  involved  in  the  case  of 
S.  M.  Toliver  vs.  King  Solomon  Lodge  No.  94,  at  Gallatin,  Tennessee. 
It  necessitated  a  long  controversy  between  the  worthy  and  talented 
Grand  Master  of  that  SUxle  and  myself,  and  to  which  I  respectfully  refer 
in  the  appendix  of  thin  address.  Succinctly  stated  the  c^ise  is  this : 
Toliver,  a  member  of  Simpson  Benevolent  Lodge  No.  177,  at  Franklin, 
Simpson  county,  Kentucky,  while  sojourning  in  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  a 
lew  miles  distant  from  Friiuklin.  was  charged  with  an  numasonic  act 
The  Lodge  at  Gallatin  took  up  the  charges,  after  Toliver  removed  from 
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their  jurisdiction,  and  expelled  him,  although  this  Grand  Lodf^e  bad 
requested  sjiid  Lodge  to  discontinue  the  proceedings  and  refer  them  to 
his  own  Lodge  tor  trinl.  (See  printed  proceedings  1878,  page  47,  para- 
graph 4  )  Toliver,  feeling  himself  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  King  Solo- 
mon Loclge  No.  94,  appealed  to  your  Grand  Master,  who  directed  that 
his  own  Lodge,  where  similar  charges  were  pending,  should  proceed 
with  the  bearing  of  his  case  without  regard  to  the  decision  of  Lodge 
No.  94.  This  makes  a  bold  and  broad  issue,  and  had  as  well  be  settled 
now  HK  at  any  other  time.  In  emphatically  denying  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  TeunesHeo  Lodge  I  feel  there  is  a  connection  existing  between  a 
Lodge  and  its  members  which  no  other  Lodge  has  power  to  sever  or  an- 
nul, and  should  not  have.  Gmnt  it  and  you  but  give  a  Lodge  pewer  to 
suspend  or  expel  the  membership  of  a  rival  Lodge,  and  blot  it  forever 
from  existence.  Mitchell,  in  his  Common  Law  of  Masonry,  page  20(), 
lays  down  the  true  doctrine.     He  sas  : 

**  Masons  holding  membership  in  other  jurisdictions  must  be  tried 
where  they  hold  membership  ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  any  Lodge  to  pre- 
fer charges,  have  them  authenticated  and  forwarded  to  his  Lodge.  Not 
so  with  non-affiliated  Masons  :  they  must  be  tried  by  the  nearest 
Lodge." 

It  will  bo  observed,  in  the  correspondeooe,  that  Grand  Master  Conner 
admits  the  doctrine  to  some  extent,  but  errs,  as  I  think,  in  supposing 
that  it  is  or  can  be  affected  by  change  of  residence  or  length  of  time  a 
member  may  be  bodily  absent  from  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge.  So 
long  as  he  holds  membership  in  it  it  is  his  Masonic  home,  and  I  care 
not  how  long  he  may  reside  in  another  Lodge  jurisdiction  :  and  what- 
ever part  he  may  take  in  its  "work  or  processions"  is  but  the  courtesy 
extended  to  a  visitor.  Your  Grand  Master  is  aware  that  the  offense 
with  which  Toliver  is  charged  is  one  against  the  whole  body  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  not  simply  agaiust  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he 
chanced  to  be  when  the  act  was  perpetrated.  But  be  it  so.  Where 
better  could  a  fair  tnal  be  had,  obligated  as  we  are,  than  in  his  own 
Lodge,  with  all  the  evidence  easily  accessible  ?  I  can  never  assent  to 
the  doctrine  that  a  Lodge  in  another  Stt\te  can  take  up  and  expel  or 
suspend,  and  turn  a  brother  out  of  his  own  Lodge,  so  long  as  I  have 
control  over  this  jurisdiction.  King  Solomon  IjodgeNo.  94,  and  Simp- 
son Benevolent  Lodge  No.  177,  being  only  a  short  distance  apart  I  en- 
deavored to  secure  a  hearing  for  Toliver  in  his  r.wn  Lodge  on  the  more 
plec\sing  ground  of  "courtesy"  between  the  jurisdictions;  but  failing 
in  this  my  efforts  were  as  indicated  above,  and  I  submit  to  the  disin- 
terested judgment  of  all  Masonic  jurisconsults  whether  the  comity  of 
Freemasonry  was  fairly  regarded  in  this  case,  when  his  own  Lodge — one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  in  Kentucky — was  first  ready  to  deal  with  the 
offender  and  had  appointed  a  committee  to  proceed  to  Gallatin  (Tenn.) 
to  procure  all  evidence. 

He  is  opposed  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  without  a 
formal  trial,  and  approves  the  action  of  his  Grand  Lodge  in  adopting 
that  rule  as  "eminently  proper,"  and  thinks  it  important  "that  a  safe- 
guard should  be  thrown  around  every  brother  who.  in  his  absence  or 
stringent  poverty,  is  liable  to  be  inflicted  with  this  bitter  penalty."  He 
recommends  a  carefully  prepared  formula  governing  such  trials  looking 
as  well  to  the  interests  of  the  Lodges  and  the  rights  of  their  members. 
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We  fnlly  concur  with  him  in  his  views  on  this  enbject,  and  it  is  only 
necessary  to  point  to  the  aggregate  of  suspensions  tor  non-payment  of 
dues,  in  nil  the  Grand  Jurisdictions,  for  the  year  1879,  about  23.000,  to 
realize  the  extent  complained  of.  How  many  of  these  thousands  were 
(uncharitably  !)  cast  out,  for  no  greater  offense  than  that  of  extreme 
poverty,  who  will  ever  know  or  inquire  ?  We  dislike  to  allude  to  this 
evil  and  always  approach,  as  a  distasteful  duty,  the  record  of  such  sus- 
pensions, when  claiming  our  attention  sis  reviewer. 

He  says  of 

GRAND  LODGE  BCPBESENTATIVES. 

Heartily  approving  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  opening  cor- 
respondence through  Representatives  with  other  Grand  I/odges  through- 
out the  world,  I  have  authorized  our  zealous  and  intelligent  brothen. 
Past  Grand  Masters  Kob.  Morris  and  Hiram  Bassett,  to  select  from  the 
rolls  of  our  Grand  Liodge  membership  suitable  persons  for  such  ap- 
pointments,  reserving  to  myself  in  every  case  the  final  decision.  Gim- 
missions  havo  issued  in  accordance  with  such  appointments,  until  we 
are  now  in  correspondence,  through  Representatives,  with  a  hirge  pro- 
portion of  the  Grand  Lodges — American  and  Foreign.  The  tible  of 
such  appointments  in  our  proceedings  this  year  will  show  as  well  in- 
structed and  influential  a  set  of  Masons  as  the  jurisdiction  affords. 

As  to  Finances,  the  following  indicates  the  situation  and  the  mis- 
takes of  previous  years,  viz  : 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  have  its  especial  attention. 
Were  it  to  do  nothing  else  at  this  session  except  to  correctly  adjust  its 
accounts,  and  provide  ways  and  means  whereby  in  future  its  expenses 
should  not  exceed  its  income,  and  the  election  of  its  officers,  the  time 
would  be  most  valuably  employed.  A  few  years  ago  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  wealthy,  if  not  in  opulence  ;  to-day,  if  not  poverty-stricken,  itis  cir- 
cumstances are  very  much  reduced. 

The  proceedings  of  last  year  (page  47)  show,  contrary  to  usage,  that 
a  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the  Grand  Treasurer  *'  to  borrow 
such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  any  deficiency  in  the 
treasury,"  and  this,  too,  without  consultation  with  anyone,  not  even 
your  Grand  Master,  and  the  full  sum  borrowed  this  year  has  been  uo- 
der  the  authority  thus  delegated.  It  is  a  dangerous  power  to  confer  od 
any  officer,  an  infringement  upon  your  Grand  Master's  prerogative,  and 
I  hope  will  never  again  be  repeated. 

He  deprecates  the  necessity  for  large  contributions  from  subordinates 
to  support  Grand  Lodge  expenses,  and  is  disposed  by  all  proper  meaos 
to  lessen  the  demand  ;  and  in  this  connection  suggestively  enquires  why 
it  is  necessary  for  the  G.  L.  to  pay  per  diein  and  mUeagt  to  representa* 
tives?  saying,  '*if  lodges  wish  to  be  represented,  why  not  let  them  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  delegate  ?"    We  of  Alabama  get  along  very  well 
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with  the  plau  thus  Ruggested,  as  has  been  the  case  for  many  years,  if 
not  always. 
He  nays  of  the 

WIDOWS  AND   orphans'  HOME  AND  INFIBMABY. 

By  reason  of  a  recent  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the  Widows  and 
Orphans'  Home  and  Infirmary  the  Grand  Lodge  now  has  representation 
in  the  directory,  and  as  one  of  its  &x-officio  members  1  have  attended 
some  of  its  important  meetings,  and  taken  part  in  its  proceedings.  I 
am  happy  to  say  the  institution  is  accomplishing  much  good,  and  in 
consequence  is  giving  to  the  name  ol  a  Kentucky  Mason  that  meed  ot 
praise  which  always  follows  that  "charity  which  suffereth  long  and  is 
kind;"  that  *'beareth  all  things,  belie  veth  all  things,  hopeth 

all  things,  endureth  all  things."  The  work  of  building  the  Temple  is 
well  nigh  completed,  and  but  a  nominal  debt  is  resting  on  it.  During 
the  past  year  the  grounds  have  been  much  improved,  division  fences 
have  been  put  up,  walks  made,  lawn  sodded,  and  shade  trees  planted — 
everything  done  to  make  it  indeed  and  in  truth  a  home  for  the  \cidows 
and  children  of  our  deceased  brethren.  What  else  ?  The  building,  a  mag- 
nificent one,  is  completed,  and  a  standing  monument  to  our  fraternity 
everywhere  ;  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  loved 
ones  of  deceased  brethren  now  sheltered  there,  and  over  one  hundred 
more  knocking  at  the  door  for  admission  ;  the  structure  capable  of  hold- 
ing five  hundred  !  Let  me  ask  every  Freemason  in  the  State  what 
"boots  it"  now  if  heretofore  errors  were  committed  in  this  great  work. 
It  is  too  late  and  we  have  too  much  money  involved  to  turn  our  back 
upon  this  charity,  if  such  indeed  were  the  desire  in  any  quarter.  It 
seems  to  me  the  only  questions  to  be  solved  are  :  What  more  is  to  be 
done,  and  bow  can  we  accomplish  it  on  correct  principles,  uniting  our 
brotherhood  ?  The  important  work  before  us  is  to  add  to  our  endow- 
ment fund  a  sum  large  enough  to  enable  the  directors  to  fill  the  Home, 
and  when  filled  support  it.  Is  not  this  enough  to  stimulate  all  to  re- 
newed exertions?  Where,  "in  dying,"  could  we  more  enduringly 
"leave  footprints  on  the  sands  of  Time?" 

His  decisions  are  quite  numerous,  but  good,  and  presented  in  such 
compact  shape  that  we  can  afford  to  extract  the  major  part  of  them,  and 
will  give  also  a  reasonable  objection  made  by  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence to  No.  11,  premising  that  our  leaning  is  towards  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Grand  Master,  viz  : 

DBCISIONS. 

1.  Master  Masons  holding  membership  in  other  jurisdictions  must  be 
tried  where  they  hold  meuibership.  It  is  the  duty  of  any  Lodge  to  pre- 
fer charges,  have  them  authenticated,  and  forwarded  to  the  Lodge,  and 
may  dmiaTiri  a  trial  thereon.  Non-alliliated  Masons  must  be  tried  by 
the  nearest  Lodge. 

2.  If  "clear  of  the  books,"  no  charges  preferred,  and  Lodge  grants  a 
dimit,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Master  to  see  that  the  order  of  the  Lodge  is 
carried  out,  and  not  aid  in  withholding  it  by  reason  of  personal  ill-will. 

3.  No  petition  for  initiation  or  membership,  once  presented  and  r&r 


134  APPENDIX.  [1880. 

ceived  by  the  Lodge,  cnn  be  withdrawn  except  with  annDimons  coDsent 
of  the  Lodge,  expreBaed  through  the  ballot-box  ;  nor  shall  hdv  petition 
be  withdrawn  alter  the  committee  shall  have  reported  unfavorably. 

4.  St.  Johns'  days  though  regarded  universally  as  holidays  by  the 
fraternity,  do  not  preclude  "  work  "  being  performed  on  those  days. 

5.  A  Lodge  may  "call  oflf"  and  permit  the  "wives  and  daughters  of 
Masons  to  witness  installation  of  officers  elect,  and  partake  of  banquet 
prepared." 

6.  Senior  or  Junior  Wardens  presiding  are  clothed,  in  every  particu- 
lar, with  full  powers  of  a  Master. 

7.  Everything  done  in  a  Lodge,  or  promulgated  officially,  should  be 
placed  on  record. 

8.  No  Lodge  has  the  right  to  "call  off"  from  one  day  to  another ;  but 
one  meeting  of  a  Lodge  can  be  held  in  one  day. 

9.  All  work  done  in  the  absence  of  tbe  charter  is  illegal. 

10.  Last  charter  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  is  the  legal  charter.  If 
lost  chiirter  be  found  it  is  null  and  void— the  last  one  granted  ^uper- 
eeding  all  others. 

11.  Fraud  and  falsehood  can  not  be  countenanced  by  Masonry.  It 
teaches  honesty  and  truth.  There  is  no  obligation  resting  upon  a 
brother  to  keep  inviolate  a  falsehood,  even  communicated  upon  the 
"five  points  ;"  and  especially  so  when  an  injury  is  thus  done  a  worthy 
brother  ;  nor  is  the  brother  so  exposing  such  perfidy  liable  to  be  dealt 
with  under  Masonic  law.         ••«•*•• 

18.  It  is  a  violation  of  State  law,  and  contrary  to  all  rules  of  decomm 
and  common  decency,  for  a  brother  to  enter  a  Lodge  room  "carrying  a 
weapon,"  and  subjects  him  to  rigid  Masonic  discipline. 

20.  The  Grand  Lodge  heirs  what  may  be  left  by  a  subordinate  Lodge 
when  the  demise  takes  place. 

21.  While  a  "candidate  must  be  physically  able  to  give  all  the  signs, 
dueguards,"  etc.,  yet  it  is  "the  internal  and  not  the  external  qualifica- 
tions of  a  man  that  Masonry  regards.*'  Held,  near-sightedness  does 
not  exclude  from  membership. 

23.  When  minutes  of  a  preceding  meeting  are  read,  the  only  question 
is  as  to  their  correctness  before  approval.  Should  any  action  of  the 
Lodge  at  next  meeting  be  deemed  unwise  or  impolitic,  a  motion  to  re- 
consider would  be  in  order,  according  to  parliamentary  practice. 

24.  The  Junior  Warden  is  subject  to  charges  during  his  term  ot  office, 
and  any  brother  deeming  it  his  duty  may  prefer  them. 

26.  A  Master  has  a  right  to  cast  two  votes  in  case  of  tie  on  all  ques- 
tions before  his  lodge,  except  in  election  ot  officers. 

27.  When  a  new  trial  is  granted,  the  status  of  the  accused  is  the  same 
as  before  conviction. 

28.  Charges  properly  preferred  by  Junior  Warden  must  be  disposed 
of  by  Lodge  itself. 

29.  If  acquitted  of  a  charge,  no  brother  can  be  held  for  trial  a  secoDd 
time  for  the  same  offense. 

30.  A  Mason  is  subject  to  discipline  if  he  willfully  uses  his  power  in 
the  Lodge  to  prevent  the  fellowship  of  a  dimitted  brother  on  the  simple 
ground  of  nationality. 

31.  A  summons  in  trial  of  a  brother  to  be  legal  must  be  by  order  of 
the  Lodge,  signed  by  the  Secretary,  with  seal  of  Lodge  attached. 
Sh()nld  the  Master  also  sign,  it  does  not  invalidate  the  summons. 

32.  The  nearest  Lodge  must  give  consent  to  the  establishment  of  a 
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Lodge,  XT.  D.,  else  the  Grand  Master  is  powerless  in  the  premises,  ac- 
cording to  our  constitution. 

33.  The  moral  law  is  a  Freemason's  great  pattern,  and  the  higher  its 
standard  the  purer  the  Masonry.  Simply  a  defect  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  obligation  is  no  jastifiable  plea  to  a  specific  charge  of  gross 
uniTiasonic  conduct. 

34.  A  MaKter  has  the  right  to  congregate  his  Lodge  whenever  he 
deems  an  emergency  requires,  and  of  this  he  is  the  sole  judge.  Each 
member  should  be  duly  notified. 

35.  The  right  to  visit  a  Lodge  is  not  inherent ;  it  is  qualified ;  and 
the  Master  has  the  right  to  exclude  for  sufficient  reasons. 

37.  Under  our  constitution  atven  members  are  required  to  do  busi- 
ness.    Anciently  "iJiree  or  more  composed  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons." 

••  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  "  oppose  decision  No.  11,  thus : 

In  regard  to  No.  11,  your  committee  would  most  respectfully  dissent 
irom  the  ruling  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  although  they 
feel  deeply  sensible  of  the  delicate  complications  involved  in  such  dis- 
sent. While  we  heartily  approve  and  most  cordially  indorse  the  senti- 
ment so  tersely  expressed  by  the  Grand  Master,  that  ** fraud  and  false- 
hoofi  are  not  to  he  counienanr^d  bjf  masonry ;"  **  that  to  be  good  and  true 
is  the  first  lesson  we  are  taught  in  masonry,"  and  that  "justice"  is  also 
one  ot  our  cardinal  virtues,  your  committee  nevertheless  fail  to  see  the 
propriety  of  engrafting  any  new  restrictions  touching  one  of  our  most 
vital  "points  of  fellowship."  Regarding  the  compact  involved  in  this 
Landmark  as  a  voluntary  one,  not  empowering  any  brother  to  act  as  a 
self-constituted  judge  of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  statements  submit- 
ted, but  only  »is  a  voluntary  custodian  ot  the  subject-matter  thus  com- 
municated, your  committee  hold  that  having  thus  voluntarily  accepted 
the  trust  he  must  maintain  it  inviolate,  under  such  stipulated  restric- 
tions only  as  are  recognized  by  and  incorporated  with  the  Landmark 
itself. 

We  would  respectfully  submit  that  these  well  defined  restrictions  he- 
iruj  themselves  restricted  in  their  operation  are  emphivtically  inclusive  and 
necessarily  render  all  other  restrictions,  however  salutary,  exclusive. 
It  will  readily  occur  to  every  Mason  that  were  the  door  to  such  addi- 
tional restrictions  once  opened,  and  such  modifications  and  qualifica- 
tions declared  admissible,  this  most  valuable  "tenet  of  our  profession" 
might  be  divested  of  all  protecting  power  as  a  safeguard  and  shield, 
and  become  virtually  inoperative  save  only  perhaps  to  spread  discord 
and  confusion  among  the  Craft.  ".Better  suffer  the  ills  we  have  than 
fly  to  those  we  know  not  of."  Your  committee  therefore  feel  reluctantly 
compelled  to  recommend  a  reversal  of  this  decision  of  our  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master. 

But  we  find  we  can  not  longer  dwell  upon  the  topics  of  the  Grand 
Master's  report,  except  to  give  a  portion  of  his  "conolusion,"  viz: 


I  have  endeavored  to  teach  that  the  true  doctrine  of  our  association 
is  to  furnish  a  retreat  from  the  cares  and  dividing  influences  of  the 
world,  and  to  cloKely  cement  good  and  true  men  without  reference  to 
any  particular  set  of  opinions  ;  that  we  are  without  any  religious  pre- 
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dilection.  save  tbe  ackuowled^meut  of  that  God  who  niles  the  Uoiyerse, 
which  18  the  begioDiDg  ot  all  faith,  no  matter  how  wide  may  be  the 
altimate  differeuces  ;  nor  have  we  auj  inflaouce  in  politics,  except  what 
requireH  us  to  be  '*  peacetal  citizens  and  loyal  observers  of  the  laws 
made  by  the  conntry  in  which  we  reside  ;"  and  "althoa$;h  Freemasonry 
is  indebted  for  its  origin  to  its  religious  and  philosophic  character,  yet 
charity  in  the  ordinary  adaptition  of  relief  of  the  distressed,  becomes, 
incidentally,  a  prominent  feature  in  its  teachings."  That  as  onr  *'First 
degree  is  intended  as  a  representation  of  youth,  the  Second  of  manhood, 
and  the  Third  of  old  age  with  its  trials,  its  sufferings,  and  its  final  ter- 
mination in  death,"  so  may  we  be  admonished  that  **our  time  for  toil- 
ing is  now  over ;  the  opportunity  to  learn  has  passed  away  ;  the  spirit- 
ual temple  that  we  all  have  been  striving  to  erect  in  our  hearts  is  now 
nearly  completed,  and  the  wearied  workman  awaits  only  tbe  word  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  to  call  him  from  the  labors  of  earth 
to  the  eternal  refreshments  of  heaven." 

Brethren,  beseeching  you  at  all  times  to  remember  these  inculcated 
lessons,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  every  human  being  has  a  claim  npon 
our  kindly  offices,  what  better  motto  could  we  adopt  through  life  than 
tliat  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Guthrie  : 

"  To  live  for  those  who  love  us. 

For  those  who  know  us  true. 
For  the  heaven  that  smiles  above  as 

And  waits  our  coming  too  ; 
For  the  cause  that  needs  assistance. 
For  the  wrongs  that  need  resistance. 
For  the  future  in  the  distance. 

For  the  good  that  we  ©in  do." 

Added  to  the  christian  graces  :  Faith  in  God,  Hope  of  Immortality, 
and  Chanty  to  all  Mankind,  surely  our  '*truht  is  well  founded,"  and  we 
may  confidently  * *fear  no  evil." 

Bro.  Robert  Morris  gives  us  a  splendid  Report  on 

FOUEIUN   CORRESPONDENCE, 

Reviewing  reports  from  nearly  all  of  our  American  Grand  Lodges,  and 
not  neglecting  those  of  other  nationalities.  He  notices  appropriateljr 
the  proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  1878— 58th  annual  Report— 
and  gives  us  ample  space  as  well  as  fraternal  greeting. 

(P. )  G.  Master  Armstrong's  address  is  acceptably  noticed  both  iu  re- 
mark and  quotation,  as  is  also  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  *'Safu 
pensions,  Expulsions  and  appeals."  He  notices  the  prceence  among 
the  P.  Grands  of  "the  now  venerable  patriarch— David  Clopton."  How 
do  you  like  that  for  old,  Bro.  Clopton  ?  We,  that  is,  Bro.  Clopton  and 
this  writer,  were  school  mates  in  Oeorgy  "lang  pyne,"  and  1  think 
neither  of  us  is  old  enough  to  have  forgotten  "young  notions."  Qnite 
possibly  Bro.  Morris'  old  intimation,  so  pleasantly  qualified  with  pat- 
riarchal veneration,  suggestive  as  it  is  of  an  honorable  position  towards 
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posterity,  may  so  smooth  the  "wrinkled  front"  of  the  insinuation  as  to 
cause  Bro.  C.  more  joy  than  regret  at  the  mistake. 

If  he  is  like  tbe  writer  he  **won't  connt"  (ala  old  Rip)  age  a8  longaa 
the  attentive  ear  conveys  the  clear  tones  of  the  ''dinner  bell"  to  a  sound 
mind,  duly  regardful  of  the  wants  of  a  healthy  stomach  and  a  mo<ler- 
ately  clamorous  appetite.  We  beg  to  assure  Bro.  Morris  that  Bro. 
Clopton  would  pass  for  a  young  man,  decidedly  so,  when  looks  and  en- 
ergy,  maugre  years,  are  **taken  Into  the  account." 

But  we  have  exhausted  our  Kentucky  space  and  must  close. 

ORAKD  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Brother  Jake  Rice Grand  Piaster. 

R.  W.  Brother  Hiram  Bassett  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges  520,  of  which  6  are  U.  D. 

LOUISIANA,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  met^its  sixty-eighth  Grand  Annual  Communication — 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  Monday,  February  9th,  A.  D,  1880,  the 
session  lasting  four  days. 

Present — M.  W.  Grand  Master  Edwin  Marks,  numerous  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Grand  Representatives— P.  G.  Master  Sam*l  M.  Todd  doing 
the  needful  in  that  department  for  Alabama — and  Representatives  from 
53  Chartered  Lodges  (of  147  total.) 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  good  executive  message,  long 
and  quite  exhaustive  in  its  discussion  of  local  incidents  and  jurisdic- 
tional necessities.  He  refused  ** sundry  applications  throughout  the 
year  for  permission  to  allow  Lodge  rooms  to  be  rented  to  Grangers, 
Knights  of  Pythiait  and  other  secret  societies.  When  will  Masons  learn 
and  appreciate  the  true  dignity  and  exclusive  demands  of  their  pecu- 
liar fraternal  organization?  Not,  we  fear,  as  long  as  Grand  Master 
Marks,  and  many  other  no  less  worthy  and,  generally,  prudent  Grand 
Masters,  of  other  jurisdictions,  continue  to  persist  in  belittleing  the 
Insiiiution,  by  calling  our  grand  old  Fbaternity  "Our  Order!"  Sev- 
eral Lodge  Buildings  had  been  wrecked  by  fire  during  the  year,  with 
loss  of  all  conveniences  for  work,  and  causing  no  little  distress  in  the 
locations  so  devastated.  The  Grand  Master  prudently  recommends 
that  "Lodges  owning  halls  and  other  properties,"  should  insure  against 
such  losses. 

Three  Lodges  had  "completed  their  surrenders"  of  Charters. 

The  commission  of  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa,  (Bro.  Jas.  R.  Hartsock)  had,  at  the  suggestion  of  Grand  Master 
Abbott,  of  that  jurisdiction,  been  annulled,   and  $25  received  from 
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Iowa— for  faneral  expenses  of  a  Mason  bailing  from  that  jnrisdictioD, 
and  remitted  under  a  misapprehension  of  **the  ordinary  workings"  of 
Louisiana  Relief  Lodge  No.  1— bad  been  returned. 

He  says  a  good  word  of  propbecy  for  the  Craft  of  bis  charge,  pre- 
ceded by  a  candid  statement  of  some  existing  evils,  thus  : 

It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  any  marked  revival  in  the  condition  of 
the  Craft  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  blasting 
effects  of  the  late  war,  which  among  its  other  pernicious  evils  out  of  its 
'•Paodom  box,"  permitted  an  upheaval  of  society  as  one  of  its  discord:! 
and  distractions.  Its  demoralizing  train  of  circumstances  yet  lingers 
through  our  communities,  and  in  instances  blight  all  enterprises  of  a 
moral  nature.  These  are  all  reasons  why  the  good  among  us  should 
remain  firm  in  their  duty  of  fully  leavening  the  mass,  and  keeping  ele- 
vated the  ever  high  general  chamcter  of  the  Fraternity. 

I  am  fully  of  the  opinion,  and  I  think  events  will  prove  its  correct- 
ness, that  the  present  year  will  henild  an  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  Craft,  morally  as  well  as  in  point  of  tangible  prospt^rity.  I  con- 
ceive we  have  reached  the  bottom  of  an  abnormal  state  of  affairs,  and 
as  period  succeeds  period  we  shall  finally  witnesn  within  our  day  and 
generation  the  re-establishment  of  Masonry  in  Louisiana  as  it  existed 
prior  to  the  war.  To  induce  this  desirable  end  it  only  needs  from  each 
and  all  of  us  a  display  of  (laiy  in  and  out  of  our  Lodges,  and  but  in 
the  even  tenor  of  our  Ifves  as  men  and  as  Masons,  and  the  easily  graded 
pinnacle  is  reached. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  represented  as  sound 
and  improving,  but  the  "per  capita  assessments"  are  spK)ken  of  as  "a 
present  ark  of  safety,"  and  needed  still,  for,  "without  it,  there  is  dan- 
ger of  an  increase  of  debt,  and  with  it,  safety  and  diminution  of  debt." 
In  this  connection  the  Grand  Master  recommends  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy, &c.  He  had  appointed  a  judicious  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  the  value  of  their  properties,  etc.,  and  thus  gives  assurance 
of  veluations  in  excess  of  debts. 

He  had  been  alarmed  by  intelligence  that  one  of  their  Lodges  had 
borrowed  money  and  issued  bonds  therefor,  say  $2,0u0,  and  was  con- 
cerned to  know  how  far  this  transaction  would  involve  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  legal  responsibility  in  case  of  default  in  payment  of  the  debt 
by  the  Lodge.  The  Committee,  appointed  to  consider  that  subject,  re- 
ported that  the  Grand  Lodge  could  not  be  held  liable  "for  the  debts  of 
constituent  Lodges,  unless  authorized  by  iV 

The  Grand  Master  objects  to  life  membership,  and  says  of  it : 

Which  I  regard  as  a  growing  evil,  and  which,  if  not  checked,  is  des- 
tined ultimately  to  sap  the  very  life,  or  undermine  and  prostrate  the 
well  being  and  usefulness  of  some  of  the  hitherto  most  prosperoos 
Lodges  in  the  State.  When  first  instituted  by  the  lodges,  as  a  reward 
for  certain  years  of  continuous  service  on  the  part  of  their  membent,  it 
appeared  as  a  well  deserved  ovation  to  those  who  had  remained  faitbfal 
and  regularly  fulfilled  their  duties  for  a  lengthened  period,  bat  like 
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many  mensures  of  the  sort,  without  the  test  of  experience,  it  has  proven 
itself  a  serious  bane— each  year  resulting  in  a  marked  decline  of  the 
Lodges,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  that  may  lead  them  finally  to  en- 
forced dissolution.  The  Grand  Lodge  itself  fell  into  the  same  error, 
and  for  several  years,  by  edict,  so  encouraged  the  system  by  the  Con- 
stituent Lodges,  us  to  exempt  from  dues  to  itself  those  thus  created  for 
a  period  of  fifteen  years ;  but  in  1877  by  a  unanimous  vote  it  was  re- 
pealed. 

He  speaks  thus  ot  what  he  colls 

THE    PEHPETUAIi  RIGHT  OF  OBJECTION. 

As  time  and  experience  discloses  the  operation  of  laws,  it  demon- 
strates their  efficacy  and  salutary  effects,  or  testifies  to  their  failure  or 
injustice.  Observation  has  proven  to  my  mind  that  the  right  of  objec- 
tion to  the  initiation  or  progress  of  a  candidate  should  have  a  pro- 
scribed limit,  a  limit  co-equal  with  the  silent  expression  of  the  ballot 
and  not  exceeding  it. 

As  the  Edict  exists,  any  Brother  M.  M.  can,  by  virtue  of  hispreroga-. 
tive  right  of  objection,  interpose  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of  a  candi- 
date, that  is  to  stand  just  so  long  as  he  remains  a  member  of  the  Lodge, 
and  no  matter  whether  present  or  not  in  the  jurisdiction,  such  objection 
is  potent  at  the  will  of  tbe  objector,  and  can  last  a  life  time.  In  our 
jurisdiction  there  is  no  difference  made  where  the  party  has  been  ini- 
tiated or  passed,  the  objection  entered  standing  as  a  barrier,  and  no  ex- 
planation can  be  demanded.  In  many  other  jurisdictions  objections 
alter  advancement,  must  be  followed  by  charges. 

The  G.  M.  reports  but  one  important  decision,  viz  : 

*'That  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  particularly  a  life  member,  who  is  in 
arrears  for  the  *per  capita  assessment,'  and  whose  whereabouts  or  resi- 
dence is  unknown,  is  directly  liable  to  the  optional  action  of  the  Lodge 
in  dropping  from  the  roll." 

Which  was  objected  to  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  because, 
as  they  report : 

This  is  an  assessment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  Lodge,  and  cannot 
be  considered  dues,  which  can  only  be  imposed  as  such  by  a  Lodge,  by 
virtue  of  a  by-luw  to  that  effect.  That  law,  reported  as  section  71,  be- 
ing only  a  special  mode  of  trial  for  a  special  set  of  cases,  cannot  be  ex- 
tended to  any  other.  The  only  mode  of  trial  proper  in  the  case  re- 
ported, should  have  been  under  section  50,  ei  seq.,  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
By-Laws. 

He  announces  and  cautions  us  against  a 

CLANDESTINE  OBOANIZATION 

I  have  recently  been  furnished  with  a  printed  circular  emanating 
from  an  organization  meeting  in  this  city  (said  to  be  at  the  junction  of 
"Elysian  Fields"  and  Dauphin  streets),  styling  themselves  **Le  Grand 
Orient  de  la  Louisiane."    This  circular  is  addressed  to  '*all   Grand 
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Lodges,  Supreme  CouDcils  and  all  regular  ManoDs,  without  distinetioo, 
spread  over  the  surface  ot  the  world,"  and  is  sigued  by  C.  T.  Lopez.  M. 
D.,  Gmnd  Muster,  Gaston  Dupoy  de  Hours.  Gnind  Secretary,  E.  Merri- 
gis.  Deputy  Graud  Master,  and  is  dated  25th  November,  1879.  Has  a 
seal  attached.  In  the  body  of  the  circular  they  state  that,  '"at  an  ex- 
traordinary meeting  held  November  17th,  1879,  regularly  constituted  a 
new  Masonic  power,  national  and  independent,  having  for  distinctive 
title,  'Le  Grand  Orient  de  la  Louisiane.'  at  the  Orient  of  New  Orleans, 
following  the  Rite  moderns,  (dit  Rite  Francaise.)" 

The  Craft  resident  within  the  city,  members  of  Lodges  thronghoat 
the  State,  and  all  Graud  Lodges  on  this  continent,  are  hereby  warned 
as  to  the  clandestine  character  of  the  organization  as  above  described. 

I  only  note  the  existence  of  this  organization  as  a  matter  of  duty,  in 
thus  warning  the  Masonic  World. 

In  the  preceding  comments  upon  and  excerps  from  the  Gmnd  Mas- 
ter's address  having  given  a  pretty  fair  inkling  of  the  condition  and 
working  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  we  now  proceed  to  show,  somewhat  of 
their  opinion  of  us,  as  developed  in  the  report  on 

FOREIGN  COBBESPONDENCE. 

A  very  excellent  report,  by  the  way,  abounding  in  useful  reading, 
both  in  its  comments  on  the  work  of  our  American  Granci  Lodges  and 
its  very  full  presentation,  and  illustrations  of  the  condition  and  doings 
of  many  *•  Foreign  Grand  Bodies."  For  which  we  are  indebted  to  Bro. 
Wm.  R.  Whitaker,  representing  the  Committee.  Bro.  Whitaker  reviews 
the  Alabama  report  and  proceedings  of  1878,  giving  Grand  Master 
Armstrong  credit  for  an  address  styled  "brief,  able,  and  business-like  ;** 
approves  heartily  his  decision  as  to  the  non-necessity  for  the  *'  Past 
Masters'  Degree,"  as  a  qualification  for  the  office  of  W.  M.  Says  of 
the  report  on  •'Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals."  that  the  Com- 
mittee **seem  to  have  considered  it  their  duty  to  set  forth,  in  exienso, 
the  particulars  of  the  charges  made  against  brethren.  Nothing 
good  to  Masonry  can  result  from  this  prar  tice.  though  it  is  the  one 
fault  of  very  many  of  the  Committees  on  Appeals  and  Grievances, 
throughout  the  United  States.  We  have  no  occasion  to  wash  our  dirty 
clothing  in  the  face  of  the  world.  It  is  enough  if  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
its  committees  do  justice  in  these  cases,  and  announce  the  result  after 
their  investigations.  Their  decision  is  hard  enough,  where  it  amoonta 
to  a  condemnation,  without  publishing  all  the  particulars,  and  there  is 
no  occasion  for  our  furnishing  material  for  scandal." 

Nor  can  we  defend  the  practice  thus  censured. 

He  alludes  we  presume  approvingly  (but  we  confess  the  language 
leans  a  little  towards  the  sarcastical, )  of  our  work  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
amining Lodge  reports.  He  also  deprecates  the  practice  of  not  install- 
ing officers  re-elected,  and  in  this  he^is  not  at  all  singular,  for  many 
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juriiidictioDR  have  noticed  and  objected  to  the  act.     We  quote  his  re 
marktf  on  both  topics,  viz  : 

The  reports  of  the  Committeeb  on  Chartered  Lodges  are  worthy  of 
careful  examination,  and  we  commend  to  the  committee  of  our  Grand 
Lodge,  to  whom  is  delegated  the  dnty,  assigned  in  Alabama  to  the 
Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges,  an  examination  of  the  several  reports 
presented.  Since  the  decease  of  R.  W.  Bro.  W.  C.  Driver,  we  have 
seen  nothing  equal  to  these  Alabama  reports  in  any  Grand  Lodge  pro- 
ceedings. 

Lodge  No.  75  is  condemned  because  its  returns  show  **  errors  too 
numerous  to  specify  ;"  Lodge  No.  15u  receives  the  seal  of  condemnation 
for  ''two  years,  seal  upside  down  in  both  returns  ;"  Lodge  No.  153  is 
reprimanded  beciiuse  its  seal  was  '* upside  down  ;"  and  175  is  censured 
because  its  "  seal  is  barely  legible,  and  upside  down  ;"  402  is  blamed 
because  its  seal  was  '*  not  upright  ;"  403  was  denounced  for  the  same 
iKasun  ;  378  was  unfortunate,  in  that  its  seal  was  **  not  plumb,"  what- 
ever that  may  mean  ;  and  others  of  the  Lodges  were  geuen\lly,  but 
amply,  reproved  lor  like  errors* 

The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  not  installed,  as  they  had  held 
during  the  previous  year  the  positions  to  which  they  had  been  re-elected. 
With  all  reference,  this  is  bad  practice  ;  officers  are  sworn  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  their  several  stations  for  the  ** ensuing  Masonic  year. 

OBAND    OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Edwin  Marks  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Bro.  J.  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  ot  Lodges 147. 

MAINE,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  convened  in  its  sixty-first  annual  communication  at 
PoRTiAND,  Tuesday,  May  4th,  A.  D.  18i50. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Charles  I  Collamore,  with  all  Grand 
Officers  (three  Grand  Chaplains),  Grand  Representatives  of  30  Grand 
Lodges,  including  Alabama,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  (of  181)  con- 
stituent Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  address,  appropriate,  full  and  unexceptional  as 
an  executive  message,  refers  to  many  local  incidents  of  the  year  and 
discusses  several  topics  of  general  Masonic  concern. 

He  announces  with  suitable  expressions,  of  lament  for  the  loss,  and 
eulogy  of  the  characters  of,  the  following  members  of  that  jurisdiction 
deceased  during  the  year— called,  as  we  say  masonically,  from  labor  to 
refreshment,  viz  : 

Rev'd  Bro.  Charles  A.  Curtis,  Grand  Chaplain,  accidentally  drowned 
in  Moosehead  Lake,  10th  of  July,  1879.  and  buried  with  Masonic 
honors ;  also,  that  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Moses  Dodge,  Grand  Treasurer,  buried 
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October  2l8t,  of  same  year,  "  under  direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge/'  with 
AMPLE  funeral  ceremony. 

He  alBO  alludes  feelingly  to  several  mortuary  events  in  other  jurisdic- 
tioDs,  especially  to  the  death  of  B.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  J.  Corson,  Jr 
Grand  Warden  ot  the  Giand  Lodge  of  Mew  Jersey  ;  and  also  that  of  R. 
W.  Bro. J  Ezra  B.  French.  P.  Sr.  Grand  Warden  of  Maine,  butj  more 
recently  Grand  Representative  of  that  Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  had  for  years  resided  devoted  to 
public  official  duties,  and  in  which  be  earned  a  high  reputation  for  use- 
fulness and  unsullied  integrity. 

Bro.  Wm.  O.  Fox  was  appointed  Grand  Treasurer,  to  succeed  R.  W. 
Moses  Dodge,  deceased,  during  recess  of,  and  waH  snbsequetly  elected 
to  that  office  on  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

As  in  Louisiana,  so  in  Maine,  several  (3)  Lodge  Halls  were  destroyed 
by  fire  ;  remarking  upon  these  losses,  the  Grand  Master  says  'nhe  year 
has  been  marked  by  an  unsually  large  number  of  casualties  by  fire." 

The  dedication  in  ample  form,  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Belfast,  was 
an  occasion  of  special  interest,  the  Gmnd  Chapter  and  Grand  Com- 
mandery  assisting  and  2,500  Brethren  escorting  the  Grand  Bodies.  An 
eloquent  Oration  by  M.  W.  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  followed  the 
dinner  and  feasted  the  intellectual  appetites  of  the  well  fed  guests. 
Grand  Representatives  appointed  for  the  Indian  Territory,  Louisiana. 
Maryland  and  Rhode  Island. 

Their  first  practice  of  requiring  of  each  Lodge  at  the  clo«e  of  each  de- 
cade, a  summary  of  historical  events  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  is  no- 
ticed by  the  Grand  Master  ;  this  year  marking  the  clo-se  of  another  dt- 
cade,  with  the  purpose  ot  impressing  its  importance  upon  all  Lodges 
that  had  delayed  compliance  with  the  rule.  This,  it  seems  to  us,  is  ao 
admirable  plan  of  accumulating  the  incidents  of  current  jurisdictionftl 
history. 

Petitions  for  two  new  Lodges  were  presented,  and  in  reference  to  the 
general  policy  thus  suggested,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

The  subject  of  new  lodges  is  one  which  may  profitably  occupy  the  at 
tention  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  There  is  a  strong  and  growing  feeling 
that  we  have  already  too  many  lodges,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to 
favor  consolidation,  rather  than  further  extension. 

I  shall  not  claim  that  multiplication  of  lodges  is  the  cause  of  all  the 
troubles  of  the  craft,  but  I  think  that  most  of  them  can  be  traced  to  it 

If  all  who  came  to  us  came  unbiased,  and  of  their  own  free  will,  and 
80  coming,  were  thoroughly  taught  the  principles  of,  and  became  in- 
terested in,  the  practice  of  masonry,  the  case  would  be  dififerent.  Bat 
it  is  not  so.  Large  numbers— I  speak  advisedly — come  through  inda- 
ence,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  are  hurried  through  the  degrees,  learn- 
ine  perhaps  a  few  words  of  the  ritual,  and  nothing  of  the  principles  or 
objects  of  the  Fraternity.     The  result  is  indifference,  and,  sooner  or 
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later,  Don-affiliation.  The  lodge  gets  Ihe  fee,  which  was  the  primary 
object,  and  the  Craft  an  addition  to  the  incubus  bearing  upon  it. 

A  certain  expense  attends  starting  a  lodge.  In  many  cases  it  is  un- 
derstood that  this  expeuRo,  or  a  portion  of  it,  is  to  be  paid  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  •*  work."  We  daily  meet  members  of  the  Order  who  are 
totally  unfit.  moniUy.  intellectually,  or  socially,  to  be  Masons.  We 
wonder  how  they  came  to  be  made.  Investigation  will  show  that,  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  they  were  made  in  lodges  which  *'  must  work." 

Every  new  lodge  entails  increased  expense  upon  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Eevery  year  the  Gnind  Treasurer  reports  increased  expense,  without 
corresponding  increase  of  revenue.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  thus  com- 
pelled to  increase  its  dues,  which  bear  heaviest  upon  weak  lodges, 
which  are  generally  in  debt.  The  result  is,  more  '*  work  "  and  non- 
affiliation. 

Very  true  and  apposite  are  the  above  remarks,  and  the  subject  is  one 
that  cLiimp  considerate  attention  everywhere. 

He  decides  a  number  of  questions  pertaining  to  jurisdictional  law, 
and  among  them  we  find  the  following  ruling  as  to  the  force  of  by  law 
requirements,  fully  explained  in  the  decision  annexed,  viz  : 

Question.  The  by-laws  of  our  lodge  say:  "The  members  of  the 
lodge  shall  shall  sign  the  by-laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion." Four  years  ago  I  filed  my  dimit  in  this  lodge,  and  was  accepted. 
Have  always  paid  my  dues,  and  for  the  past  two  years  have  been  Senior 
Warden.  I  have  never  signed  the  by-laws,  being  told  it  was  not  neces- 
sary.    Am  I  a  member  of  the  lodge  V 

Ansicer.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  requires  that  appli- 
cations for  membership  shall  take  a  certain  course,  and  receive  a  unani- 
mous ballot.  All  these  conditions  you  fulfilled.  The  ballot  decides  the 
question  of  membership.'     You  are  a  member  of  the  lodge. 

In  this  connection,  I  suggest  and  recommend  a  Standing  Regulation, 
that  a  Brother  receiving  an  unanimous  ballot  upon  his  application  for 
membership,  shall  thereby  become  a  member.  The  Secretary  shall  en- 
ter his  name  upon  the  roll,  and  notify  him  of  the  fact. 

A  Mason,  by  his  act  of  applying  for  and  accepting  membership  in  a 
lodge,  is  as  much  bound  before  as  after  the  act  of  signing  the  by-laws. 
If  thought  necessary,  there  might  be  a  prescribed  form  for  applications 
for  membership. 

I  deem  this  action  desirable,  because  there  is  no  point  upon  which 
our  lodges  now  so  much  differ  as  this,  and  because  experience  has 
proved  it  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of  trouble. 

Under  the  head  of  Anti-Masonry  .he  alludes  to  a  recent  effort  in  a 
neighboring  jurisdiction  to  start  a  crusade  against  secret  societies,  (we 
presume  the  church  pow  wow  and  so-called  exposure  in  Boston  last 
winter  or  spring,  is  there  alluded  to)  and  speaks  of  them  as  futile,  but 
cautious  the  Craft  wisely  thereanent,  thus : 

The  duty  of  Masons  in  this  matter  should  be  well  understood,  but  it 
may  not  be  unwise,  at  this  time,  to  urge  upon  this  Body,  and  through 
it  upon  the  whole  Craft,  the  practice,  not  only  with  regard  to  this  but 
all  subjects  connected  with  masonry,  of  that  cardinal  virtue  in  a  Mason, 
Silence 
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The  reports  of  Grand  Officers  and  the  work  of  the  Lodge  all  indicate 
prosperity,  harmony,  and  development  as  characterizing  this  grand  jahs- 
diction,  and  with  this  remark  we  hasten  from  the  details  of  its  legislative 
and  judicial  labors  to  dwell  as  long  as  oar  limits  will  permit  upon  the 
pleasant  and  instructive  lessons  of  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drnmmond's  well 
digested  report  on  — 

CX>aBESPONDENCE, 

Which  is  just,  as  it  always  is,  a  treat  to  hungry  seekers  after  nsefnl  ma- 
sonic ideas,  presented,  too,  in  a  style  quite  relishable  even  to  those  who 
may  be  constrained  to  differ  from  his  opinions— a  condition  of  mind 
me  are  not  often  inclined  to.  Bro.  B.  gives,  in  addition  to  his  well  ar- 
ranged and  valuable  table  of  statistics,  (which  we  have  again  appro- 
priated and  made  a  part  of  our  own  report)  a  very  full  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  54  Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1879. 

He  treats  us  with  very  kind  consideration,  which  is  both  agreeable 
and  encouraging  to  one  quite  diffident  enough,  still,  to  doubt  his  spe- 
■cial  fitness  for  the  difficult  and  responsible  duties  of  a  reviewer. 

He  is  rejoiced  at  the  favorable  report,  made  by  G.  M.  Armstrong,  of 
the  condition  of  the  Craft  and  their  "enthusiasm  in  the  support  of  the 
Obdeb  {Institution?) 

He  notices  and  quotes  our  special  Report  on  Correspondence,  depre- 
cating "entangling  alliances'  with  certain  foreign  Grand  Bodies,  of 
diverse  governmental  organizations  to  ours,  and  says  of  it : 

There  is  great  force  in  these  suggestions,  and  yet  the  great  practical 
question  really  remains  unanswered  :  "What  course  shall  we  take  when 
members  of  these  Bodies  apply  to  visit  us,  or  for  aid  as  masons  in  dis- 
tress?" Shall  we  tell  them,  "You  are  not  masons?"  If  so,  where  iti 
the  boasted  universality  of  Freemasonry?  This  doctrine  is  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  our  very  first  lessons  in  masonry,  and  takes  away  from  the 
Institution  one  ot  its  most  important  attributes. 

Our  custom,  Bro.  D.,  is  to  try  all  applicants  hailing  from  all  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  not  inhibited  by  special  edict  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  as 
recusant  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Fraternity,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Grand  Oioent  of  Fkance — the  only  denounced  organization  on  our  re- 
cords, we  believe — and  hence  individual  masons  are  received  on  their 
proved  personal  merits  after  masonic  examination,  which  preclude  aoy 
impediment  to  visiting  or  charitable  assistance  of  the  kind  suggested. 

We  had  marked  many  passages  in  this  report  for  reference,  bat  are 
constrained  to  forego  comment  thereon.  We  reproduce  his  "conclo- 
sion,"  as  containing  nsetul  suggestions  on  the  general  situation,  and  a 
promise  of  the  better  day  approaching,  viz : 

With  the  revival  of  business,  comes  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
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caDdidat(>K  ;  bnt  we  have  not  yet  reached  the  point  where  the  terrible 
losK  by  uon-payment  of  dues  is  overcome.  Fullif  one-thinl  of  the  masont, 
or  of  those  icho  once  icere  masons,  in  the  United  States^  are  either  xmaffil- 
iaUdy  or  deprived  of  masonic  rights  for  non-payment  of  dues! 

There  are  mauy  causes  for  this.  The  depression  of  business,  the 
multitude  of  rival  societies  which  give  tiow  disproportionate  "benefits'' 
for  the  dues  paid,  Grand  Lodp;o  debts  causing  heavy  taxation,  and  a 
failure  to  cultivate  the  principle  of  Brotherhood  among  ourselves  ;  all 
have  more  or  less  effect.  But  we  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  policy  of 
some  Grand  Lodges  also  contributes  to  this  result.  The  greater  the 
disabilities  under  which  non-affiliates  labor  and  the  more  stringent  the 
regulations  against  them,  the  greater  their  number  seems  to  be.  For 
example,  since  New  York  adopted  her  present  system  she  has  be ^n  los- 
ing at  the  rate  of  more  than  five  thousand  a  year— an  aggregate,  in 
three  years,  of  twenty  per  cent,  of  her  entire  membership. 

In  our  State  we  have  not  felt  it  so  severely,  probably  because  our 
Grand  Lodge  dues  and  lodge  dues  are  less  than  in  almost  any  other  ju- 
risdiction. 

But  we  believe  that  this  is  but  temporary.  Business  is  reviving,  and 
will  soon  become  stable  ;  the  rival  organizations  are  spending  nou)  the 
money  which  is  as  certainly  to  become  due  hereafter  as  death  is  certain; 
and  when  their  money  becomes  exhausted,  they  go  to  pieces  after  de- 
monstrating once  more  that  a  system  of  dues  and  benefits,  based  upon 
an  even  rate  of  sickness  and  mortality,  utterly  fails  when  applied  to  an 
increasing  rate  of  both,  and  that  the  rate  of  l)oth  increases  as  the  age  of 
their  members  increases  ;  Grand  Lodges  are  at  once  paying  off  their 
debts  and  giving  warning  to  others  not  to  become  similarly  involved. 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Massachu-setts,  Mis- 
souri, New  York  and  others  will  not  repeat  their  experience  ;  and,  with 
their  examples  before  them,  others  will  not  be  likely  to  travel  the  same 
path  :  and  as  we  recover  from  the  rush  of  candidates  of  the  years  of  the 
war,  we  believe  the  bonds  of  brotherhood  are  strengthening.  So  mote 
it  be, 

QBkSD  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Charles  I.  Collamore  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Ira  Berry  (re-olected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 181 

MANITOBA,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  met  first  in  Emergent,  Thursday,  June  19th,  1879,  and 
subsecpiently  in  regular  annual  communication,  (the  5th)  held  at  Win- 
nepeg,  on  the  11th  and  12th  days  of  February,  A.  D.  18«0.  Present, 
and  presiding  at  both  meetings,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  S.  P.  Mathenon, 
and  *'a  coustitutional  number  of  Lodges  appeared  by  their  Representa- 
tives." 

The  object  of  the  first  meeting  was  to  act  upon  the  repK)rt  of  the 

Grand  Master,  **m  re."  the  settlement  of  masonic  difficulties,  &c.,  and 

the  (so-called)  difficulties  were  settled  in  this  wise — we  give  the  Grand 

Master*^  statement     After  a  few  preliminary'  remarks,  in  which  it  is 

10^ 
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made  known  that  the  Grand  Lodge  bad  expressed  a  **  willingness  to 
open  negotiations,"  and  the  Rebels  had  assented  by  appointing  an  ar- 
bitrator, "invested  with  full  power  to  act,"  he  says  : 

Previously  to  this,  I  must  here  remark,  several  of  oar  officers  agreed 
to  cease  to  act.  This  was  done  to  enable  me,  in  the  event  of  a  settle- 
ment being  arrived  at,  to  give  a  representation  in  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
those  Brethren  and  Lodges  who  had  gone  out  from  us,  on  their  return- 
ing to  their  allegiance.  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  these  retiring  offi- 
cers for  their  noble  and  generous  conduct  in  the  matter.  Some  of  them 
we  can  ill  spare  ;  they  have  been  self-denying  workers  in  the  interests 
of  the  Craft ;  their  extended  Masonic  experience  and  practice  rendered 
them  all  but  invaluable  and  indispensable  to  tbe  Grand  Lodge  in  her 
infancy  and  growth.  Now  that  she  is  advancing  in  years  and  streuj;th 
she  must  not  lose  them,  she  wants  their  counsel  in  the  future  guiding 
of  her  destinies,  and.  Brethren,  I  feel  that  she  will  have  it;  though  re- 
tiring from  a  particular  office,  I  feel  sure  they  will  not  retire  from  their 
former  interest  in  the  general  good  of  the  Craft. 

But  I  must  roturu  to  the  debiils  of  our  negotiations.     Upon  the  ap- 

i»ointinent  of  this  Arbitrator,  I  conferred  with  him.  Having  given  me 
lis  written  assurance  of  tbe  dissolution  of  the  body  he  represented,  I 
withdrew  all  suspensions  ;  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  bringing  before 
you  now  the  report  of  our  proceeding's. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  submitted  the  basis  of  settlement,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  summary,  viz  : 

1st.  Provides  for  dissolution  of  seceding  Grand  Lodge. 

2nd.  The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  shall  issue  an  edict,  under  the  seal  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  withdniwing  all  suspensions  of  Lodges  or  individnal 
Masons  that  have  in  any  manner  been  caused  by  or  arisen  out  of  the 
difficulties,  and  also,  healing  all  work  done  by  the  Lodges  not  in  alle- 
giance with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba. 

3rd.  The  M.  W.  Grand  .\laster  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  counter- 
sign the  Warrants  of  Northern  Light  and  King  Solomon  Lodges,  for 
the  purpose  of  legalizing  the  same. 

4th.  ihat  all  Lodges  shall  take  rank  and  precedence  according  to  the 
date  of  their  respective  Warrants  of  Constitution. 

5th.  Provides  for  the  tilling  of  all  the  offices  held  by  the  brethren 
who  have  ceased  to  act. 

t)th.  The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  shall  do  nil  in  his  power  to  have  the 
Representatives  of  Foreign  Gmnd  Lodges,  whose  appointments  have 
been  cancelled  in  consequence  of  the  present  difficulties,  reiust^ited  in 
their  former  positions. 

7th.  Provides  for  the  payment  of  the  liabilities  of  the  seceding  body, 
and  also  for  transfer  of  assets. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  P.  MATHESON, 

GEORGE  BLACK, 

Arbitrators. 

The  Grand  Master  again  refers  to  this  settlement  in  his  uddress  to  the 
annual  communication,  saying : 

Of  the  terras  of  this  settlement  I  need  say  little.  They  are  before 
you  in  the  minutes  of  the  special  communication,  of  the  date  mentioned. 
I  do  not  claim  constitutional  perfection  for  them.     I  know  that  they 
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lire  defective  in  some  points.  Still  I  feel  confident  that  they  are  the 
best  that  could  hnve  been  obtained  at  the  time  and  under  the  existiuf? 
circuuiHt^iuceH.  Ttiere  wan  just  the  choice  between  remaining  u  divided 
body  and  accepting  the  compromise  obbiiuable  To  enter  upon  the  de- 
tailed merits  of  the  cane  and  thus  defend  and  support,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
MaKonic  world,  the  position  I  took,  would  only  open  up  old  sores  and 
heart-burnings  her(^  which  I  think  are  far  better  covered  by  the  curtain 
of  the  past.  I  claim  also  that  the  settlement  was  not  only  a  great  boon 
to  Masonry  here,  but  it  was  also  opportune.  It  put  an  end  to  the  ran- 
corous feelings  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  prevailed  at  the  time  in  the 
Crjift.  The  rupture  was  growing  daily  more  and  more  serious,  and 
every  day  more  difficult  to  heal.  Its  effects  were  being  felt  throughout 
the  whole  jurisdiction.  Interest  was  flagging  in  many  of  the  subordi- 
nate Lodges.  The  head  was  sick,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  other 
members  suffered  with  it. 

After  the  settlement,  however,  there  was  a  felt  revival.  Since  then, 
too,  we  have  been  united  and  have  worked  harmoniously  and  happily 
together,  so  that  the  reHulthas  convinced  us  of  the  justice  of  our  action, 
and  given  us  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  our  work  has  not  been  in 
vain.  In  speaking  thus  of  the  present  and  the  past,  I  do  not  wish,  for 
one  moment,  to  be  understood  to  say  one  word  disparagingly  of  my 
predecessor  or  of  his  actions.  He  worked  faithfully  and  conscientious- 
ly in  the  interests  ot  the  Order,  and  it  was  his  misfortune,  rather  than 
his  fault,  that  the  secession  took  place  during  his  term  of  office.  The 
disturbance  was  not  the  growth  of  a  day.  It  was  the  growth  of  a  long 
period,  and  it  simply  came  to  an  issue  under  his  rule.  Happily,  how- 
ever, these  are  now  things  of  the  past.  There  are  now,  we  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  no  two  parties  in  the  Masonry  of  our  jurisdiction. 
We  are  all  one  without  any  disturbing  element. 

This  is  all  very  well,  possibly,  for  Manitoba,  and  we  are  ready  to  re- 
joice with  her  in  the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony  within  her  ju- 
risdiction. But  outsiders  may  well  enquire  who  is  responsible  for  this 
disturbance  V  Why  did  Grand  Masteu  New(X)MB  announce,  in  1878, 
the  Revolt,  now  adjusted  by  concessions  made,  for  the  most  part,  by 
the  complaining  authorities,  as  we  read  the  terms  of  settlement,  as  be- 
ing characterized  by  •*some  of  the  blackest  masonic  offences  on  record^** 
and  again  he  calls  it,  *7/jw  crowninfj  treachery}^"  Was  he  right  in  thus 
denouncing  the  actions  of  the  disaffected,  and  if  so,  why  has  the  Grand 
Lodge  yielded  so  much  to  the  demands  of  treason  ?  The  Rebels  cer- 
tainly got  the  Lions  sJune  of  concessions,  and  if  we  are  to  believe  the 
original  charges,  their  jfence  was  purchased  at  the  expense  of  principle. 
But  that  would  not  have  been  masonic,  and  we  must  seek  some  other 
explanation  of  this  anomalous  adjustment.  One  only  conclusion  is 
left  us,  and  that  suggests  a  fault  in  M.  W.  Newcomb,  for  ill  advised 
and  hasty  action,  as  well  as  unjust  accusations,  in  his  proclamation  of 
1878  and  his  edict  of  1879  ;  though  as  his  Grand  Lodge  failed  to  cen- 
sure him,  we  suppose  it  is  our  duty  also  to — "reserve  judgment." 

The  proceedings,  apart  from  the  adjustment  just  alluded  to,  are  not 
of  special  general  interest. 
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They  worked  diligently  and  harmonioiisly  in  promotiDg  the  interest 
of  the  Graft  in  their  juribdictiou,  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
prosperity  and  enlargement  await  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Manitoba  in  tbe 
near  future. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  H.  Bell  (late  Grand  Secretary) Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Bro.  William  G.  Scott Grand  SecreUrr. 

Number  of  working  Lodges  10,  and  one  U.  D. 

MARYLAND,  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  annual  communication  (its  97th  anniversary,) 
at  Baltimore,  Tuesday,  November  18th,  1879.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  John  M.  Carter,  all  Grand  Officers  occupying  **  their  respective 
places,"  and  seventy-two  (of  91)  Lodges  represented.  Several  Grand 
Representatives  were  also  present,  and  during  the  session  the  Gr.iDd 
Secretary  presented  the  credentials  of  Bro.  Wm.  M.  Isaacs  as  Grand 
Representative  of  Alabama. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  a  comprehensive  but  short  ex- 
ecutive message  confined  strictly  to  business.  He  speaks  first  of 
**  finance,"  a  subject  which  had,  during  the  year,  engaged  the  active 
attention  and  effort  of  the  "Board  of  Managers,"  and  we  may  remark 
had  for  several  years  caused  the  Grand  Lodge  no  little  concern  and  an- 
easness.  He  announced  a  large  curtailment  of  the  debt,  and,  conse- 
quently, of  annual  expenditure  for  interest  ;  which  we  are  glad  to  note, 
although  the  extent  of  the  debt  reduction  is  largely  due  to  compromises, 
with  estates,  suggested  by  and  urged  by  the  agents  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
a  debt  ot  $26,963  71  was  settled  lor  $15,(X)0,  and  another  ot  $40,(XHi  was 
cancelled  by  the  payment  of  $30,0U0— both  of  them  debt^  secured  bj 
mortgages— a  very  successful  and  relieving  duo  of  negotiations  tndy. 
Now  avoid  debt  in  future  and,  with  a  little  more  economy  and  per- 
severance,  our  Brethren  of  Maryland  will  be  all  right  again  financially. 

The  Grand  Master  makes  two  decisions  of  general  interest,  which  we 
quote — remarking  of  the  secoud  that  it  appears,  to  the  writer,  a  little  too 
stringent  and  interferes  with  the  freedom  of  the  Lodge,  in  the  matter  of 
the  disposing  of  its  own  dues  quite  unnecessarily ;  aniens  some  local 
law  governed  the  decision,  and  in  that  case  we  object  to  the  law,  viz : 

Burial  of  a  iyuicide.  —A  brother  in  good  standing  having  committed 
suicide  while  laboring  under  an  aberation  of  mind  soperinduoed  bj 
bodily  injury,  it  was  desired  by  his  family  that  he  should  tnt  boricd 
with  Masonic  ceremony. 

The  required  assent  was  given,  upon  the  ground  thai  whatever  ob- 
jection would  obtain  in  the  case  of  one  apparently  sane,  then  oooid  be 
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Done  if  the  brother  nt  the  time  of  the  act  of  self-destrnction  was  un- 
doubtedly insfuiue. 

In  another  case  a  Lodge  donated  to  a  dropped  or  Huspeuded  member 
the  amount  of  dues  owing  by  him  and  then  proceeded  to  credit  him  with 
the  amount  as  though  paid— preliminary  to  re-instatement — the 
brother's  object  being  to  demit  at  once  and  join  a  Lodge  in  another 
State  where  he  in  now  residing,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  aRsistance. 

Held  :  That  the  proceedings  were  irregular  and  void,  that  the  dues 
must  be  aclually  paid  before  the  brotlier  was  in  position  to  make  appli- 
cation ;  and  that  in  this  instance  the  applicant's  avowed  object  rendered 
the  whole  proceedings  improper  and  void  even  if  he  had  paid  up  his 
dues. 

The  session  held  three  days  and  was  mainly  occupied  with  local 
buKiness. 

We  note  that  a  po]X)sition  to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  reduce 
the  fees  for  the  three  degrees  from  $50  (which  is  too  low)  to  $30,  was  re- 
jected—glad of  it. 

The  half  yearly  report  of  the  Masonic  Relief  Lodge,  shows  good  work 
in  helping  the  needy  who  were  worthy,  while  the  ^'Masonic  tramps" 
were  taught  experimentally,  "that  Baltimore  is  a  bad  place  to  come 
to  "—a  sort  of  jourdan  of  a  road,  we  take  it,  for  such  travelers. 

The  Committee  on  Cohbespondence,  composed  of  Bros.  F.  J.  8.  Gorgas, 
John  W.  Horn,  and  Jno.  D.  Lickle — make  a  short  report,  very  good  of 
the  kind,  saying  that  : — 

To  reduce  the  expense  of  printing,  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
have  determined  to  present  a  brief  summary  in  lieu  of  the  voluminous 
report  it  has  previously  been  the  custom  to  make. 

We  called  attention  last  year  to  the  action  of  Maryland  in  reference  to 
an  Italian  deliverance  quite  as  obnoxious  to  Masonic  Deism  as  that  of 
France,  and  noticed  for  the  first  time  and  only  in  the  report  of  this 
Committee.     They  now  say  on  that  subject  what  follows,  viz : 

The  committee  take  pleasure  in  sUiting  that  the  action  of  the  Qrand 
Lodge  of  Maryhind,  as  suggested  by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
in  their  special  report  made  at  the  November  Communication,  1878,  re- 
lating to  the  severance  of  all  fraternal  intercourse  with  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Ittily  on  account  of  its  following  the  example  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  in  promulgating  atheistical  doctrines,  has  been  gen- 
erally approved  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  America  ;  also  the  action  rela- 
ting to  the  German  Masonic  Diet,  on  account  of  its  recognition  of 
irregular  bodies  within  several  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  this 
country. 

They  reported  a  resolution,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  it,  forbid- 
ding in  their  jurisdiction  any  intercourse  with  Masons  hailing  from 
Quebec,  and  not  acknowledging  the  authority  of  that  Grand  Lodge. 
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GRAND  OmCERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  M.  Cftrter  (re-elected) Grancl  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Jacob  H'  Medairy  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 91 . 

MASSACHUSETTS.  1879. 

The  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Massachnsetts  assembled  in  its  146th  annDal 
communication,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Wednenday,  the  1 0th  day  of 
December,  1879.  Present,  M.  W.  Charles  W.  Welch,  Grand  Master, 
with  all  Grand  Officers,  a  long  list  of  permanent  members  (P.  G.  OflB- 
cers),  and  the  Representatives  of  153  constituent  Lodges. 

This  communication  was  preceded  by  a  special  held  at  Gloncester, 
September  llth,  and  another  at  New  Bedford,  October  17,  1879  ;  both 
ceremonial  occasions  the  first  to  dedicate  "the  soldiers  and  sailors 
monument,"  and  the  second  to  ••constitute"  a  Lodge. 

Following  the  annual  there  was  a  speciai^  communication  on  the  27th 
December  (same  year)— St.  John's  Day— called  to  dedicate  the  ojxtrt- 
me)Us  of  Monitor  and  Isaac  Parker  Lodges,  and  a  ••stated  communica- 
tion "  was  held  in  Boston,  for  the  Installation  of  Officers,  on  the  30th 
of  December. 

Grand  Master  presided  in  the  East  at  each  of  these  assemblages,  ex- 
cept two  of  these  meetings,  at  which  R.  W.  Abraham  H.  Howlaud  Jr., 
D.  G.  Master,  governed  the  Craft. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Welch  is  devoted  mainly  to  sub- 
jects pertaining  to  "  home  rule,"  and  is  a  clear  exposition  of  jurisdic- 
tional occurrences  and  needs.  He  mentions  appropriately  the  death  of 
R.  W.  Charles  Kimball  of  Lowell.  P.  S.  Grand  Warden,  and  also  that 
of  R.  W.  Jerome  V.  C.  Smith,  P.  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  The  hitter  was 
an  M.  D.,  "and  while  in  charge  of  Rainsford  Island  Hospital  intro- 
duced important  and  valuable  changes  in  the  treatment  of  small-pox 
patients,  which  he  carried  out  with  skill  and  characteristic  energy." 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Portugal  in  a  Iriendly  letter  expressing  fraternal 
respect,  asked  for  an  exchange  of  Representatives  with  Massachusetts, 
which  overture  the  Grand  Master  was  compelled  to  decline  as  bis 
Grand  Lodge  ••had  not  adopted  the  policy  of  appointing  representatives 
to  other  Masonic  Bodies  or  receiving  representatives  from  th^m.*' 

He  is  still  impressed  with  "the  importance  of  avoiding,  as  far  as 
possible,  detailed  reports  of  M>isonic  proceedings  in  newspapers  and 
periodicals  other  than  Masonic,"  and  again  cautions  against  the  practice. 

He  cautions  against  one  C.  C.  Burt,  hailing  from  Jackson,  MichigHD, 
who  had  recently  advertised  to  confer  upon  applicants  the  Eijyptian 
JiUe^  so-called,  and  gives  information  of  him  proving  his  rather  doubt- 
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ful  8tata8  aM  a  I^Iason  in  New  Jersey  aud  Michigan— bo  beware  of  the 
impoKt«^r ! 

He  bad  viKited  and  witnessed  the  work  of  30  Lodges,  and  reports 
favorable  conditions  of  the  Lodges  generally.  The  Brethren  of  Massa- 
cbusettK  have  struggled  maniiiUy  with  their  Masonic  Temple  debt,  and 
under  wise  connseR  and  persistent  effort  it  is  beginning  to  decrease 
perceptibly  in  amount  and  in  its  burden  of  interest.  They  had  reduced 
the  principal  from  $275,000  to  $258,000  during  the  year,  and  had  also 
negotiated  for  a  reduction  of  interest  on  $28,000  of  it  from  7  to  4i  per 
cent. 

The  Installation  stated  meeting  was  as  usual  in  Massachusetts  an  im- 
portant occasion,  lor  unlike  Alabama,  that  Grand  Lodge  installs  with 
all  due  and  ample  ceremony  each  Grand  Officer  elected  for  the  year 
whether  re-elected  or  not.  Grand  Master  Welch  was  installed  on  this 
occasion  for  the  third  time  and  term. 

We  know  our  local  readers  will  read  it  with  pleasure  and  profit,  and 
we  therefore  re-produce  the  installation  prayer  of  W.  Grand  Chaplain 
Rev.  Joshua  Young.  We  were  tempted  to  do  the  same  last  year  and  ex- 
press, as  we  now  do,  our  admiration  of  his  well  chosen  words  and  deeply 
impressive  thought  and  manner  of  adoration  and  supplication,  viz  : 

PBAYEB  OF  INSTALLATION. 

.  Groat  art  Thou,  O  God,  and  to  be  held  in  reverence  of  all  them  that 
are  about  Thee.  The  heavens  are  Thine,  the  Earth  also  is  Thine  ;  as 
lor  the  world  and  the  fulness  thereof,  Thou  hast  founded  them.  Justice 
and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  Thy  throne ;  mercy  and  truth  go 
before  Thy  face. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  God,  for  the  fulness  and  the  promise  of  this  hour. 
We  recegnize  the  gracious,  providence  which  has  guided  the  rolling 
year,  obedient  to  Thy  sovereign  will,  and  which  renews  to  us  the  grate- 
ful feeling  that  Thou  art  still  with  us  in  all  the  aims  and  purposes  which 
make  strong  and  steadfast  our  attachment  to  the  beloved  Fraternity,  in 
whose  name  we  are  gathered  here  at  this  time 

Praise  the  Lord,  O  Jerusalem  !  praise  thy  God,  O  Zion  !  For  He  has 
strengthened  the  bars  of  thy  gates  ;  He  hath  blessed  thy  children  within 
thee  ;  He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders  ;  He  sendeth  thee  light ;  He  iu- 
creaseth  thee  more  and  more. 

Agvin  called  by  a  unanimous  choice  to  preside  over  this  Grand 
Lodge,  behold  Thy  servant  now  kneeling  at  this  altar  for  the  consecra- 
tion of  prayer  to  the  high  office  into  which  he  is  this  day  inducted. 
May  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  be  upon  him  ;  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  un- 
derstanding ;  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might.  Enable  him,  O  blessed 
and  eternal  God,  to  understand  and  make  use  of  all  the  proper  helps 
of  duty,  and  kindle  in  his  soul  a  flame  of  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  which  no  difficulty,  no  infirmity  within,  or  contra- 
diction without,  may  ever  extinguish.  Give  him  grace  that  he  may  in 
all  things  ask  first  what  is  Thy  good  pleasure  ;  follow  the  best  exam-i 
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plen,  ADd  ever  presa  towardB  the  high  mark  which  the  distiDgnisb^d 
character  of  his  past  services  has  set  before  him. 

Still  keep  him  u  pillar  of  Strength  ;  eudue  him  with  Wisdom  from 
on  high«  and  by  the  Beanty  of  holiness  may  he  be  incited  to  the  prac- 
tice of  all  the  virtues  to  which  he  has  plighted  his  honor  and  his  truth. 
And  Thy  blessing  rest  upon  all  associated  with  him  in  the  government 
of  this  Lodge,  and  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs.  Grant  that  they  keep 
watch  against  the  omission  of  any  part  of  their  duty,  and  the  neglect  of 
any  opportunity  by  which  they  may  advance  the  welfare  of  our  ancient 
Order,  or  instruct,  assist,  or  comfort  any  brother  man. 

May  their  light  so  shine  belore  men,  that  they,  seeing  their  good 
works,  may  glorify  Thee — the  Father  Everlasting,  who  art  above  all, 
and  through  all,  and  in  us  all.     Amen. 

OBAND   OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Charles  A.  Welch  (thrice  elected  by  a  thrice  repeated  unani- 
mous ballot) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Tracy  P.  Cheever  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 224. 

MICfflGAN,  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  held  its  3Gth  annual  communication  on  the 
27th  and  28th  days  of  January,  1880,  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

Present— M.  W.  Daniel  Striker,  Grand  Master,  most  of  the  Grand 
Officers  at  stations,  and  the  Representatives  of  300  constituent  Lodges' 
in  att«>ndance.  (We  take  this  number  of  Lodges  represented  from  the 
Pay  Roll,  supposing  that  a  good  test  of  attendance  ;  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, too,  seems  to  be  rJiary  of  giving  such  details,  as  well  as  heedless 
of  the  propriety  of  "footing  up"  his  columns  of  statistics.) 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  very  long,  almost  tediously  so  to  an 
outsider  ;  but  probably  necessary  to  a  full  discussion  of  several  impor- 
tant jurisdictional  questions  which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  presented 
in  a  briefer  manner  (if  that  expression  is  admissible.)  Among  the 
lengthy  disquisitions  of  this  address,  the  case  of  one  Calvin  C.  Burt  ii; 
elaborately  discussed.  It  is  ho  of  whom  the  Grand  Master  of  ^tassa- 
chusetts  warned  the  Craft  of  that  jurisdiction  in  reference  to  his  ad- 
vertisement in  Boston  to  confer  the  degrees  of  the  so-called  Eoyptux 
Rite.  He  seems  to  have  succeeded  "in  kicking  up  a  rumpus"  in  two 
Grand  Bodies —Michigan  and  New  Jersey— and  must  be  one  of  those 
**turbulont  ones,'*  who  are  more  inclined  "to  rule  in  Hell  than  serve  in 
Heaven."  We  do  not  care  to  dwell  on  the  varying  phases  of  his  con- 
troversies with  the  Grand  Lodges  referred  to,  and  will  only  express  oar 
decided  conviction  that  he  ought  to  be,  if  he  is  not,  an  expelled  Mi- 

KON. 
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He  diBcasses  ably  and  interestiugly  Reveral  important  local  matters, 
sncb  a8  Schools  of  InBtructiou,  Delinquent  Lodges,  Finance,  &c. 

His  decisions  are  namerous,  and  we  qaote  a  few  as  covering  questions 
of  general  interest,  as  follows,  viz : 

I.  Can  the  daly  elected  and  installed  Secretary  or  Jnnior  Deacon  of  a 
Subordinate  Lodge  be  dimitted  during  his  term  of  office? 

Answer. — Yes.  The  right  of  dimit  is  inherent.  [See  Grand  Lodge, 
P.  18oi.]  An  election  to  either  of  the  offices  above  named  does  not  de- 
prive the  Brother  of  any  rights  as  a  member. 

5.  A  Brother  regularly  elected  and  duly  installed  in  an  office,  in  a 
Subordinate  Lodge,  cannot  resign.  Severing  of  membership  is  the 
only  mode  of  creating  a  vacancy  in  office. 

8.  The  loss  of  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  (the 
first  and  second  being  perfect,)  disqualifies  the  applicant  for  receiving 
the  degrees  of  Masonry. 

9.  I  have  refused  two  applications  for  permission  to  receive  the  peti- 
tions and  confer  the  degrees  of  Masonry  upon  a  candidate  having  but 
one  eye. 

II.  I  think  the  observance  of  the  following  general  rule  will  settle 
the  question  as  to  the  necessary' physical  qualifications  of  a  candidate  : 

A  candidate*,  to  entitle  him  to  receive  the  degrees  of  Masonry  should 
be  able  to  make  all  signs,  take  all  steps  and  assume  all  positions  with 
his  natural  limbs,  in  order  that  he  may  receive  and  impart  instructions 
correctly. 

13.  Charges  for  non-payment  of  dues  should  take  the  same  course  as 
for  any  other  Masonic  offense.  They  should  be  read  at  length  in  open 
Lodge  at  a  regular  communication  that  all  the  brothers  may  know  just 
what  they  contain,  and  trial  had  thereon  and  the  judgment  entered  in 
eai!h  case. 

20.  Among  Grand  Master  McCurdy's  decisions  is  the  following  : 
♦'That  when  a  candidate,  who  may  have  been  rejected  by  one  Lodge, 
removes  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another,  such  other  Lodge  can  receive 
and  act  upon  his  application  ;  but  if  the  applicant  be  elected,  such 
Lodge  shall  take  no  further  action  until  it  shall  have  obtained  the  re- 
commendation and  consent  of  the  Lodge  having  personal  jurisdiction 
of  the  rejected  material.** 

No  one  can  regret  more  than  I  that  the  necessity  should  arise  to  dis- 
sent from  this  decision,  for  certainly  no  one  has  a  greater  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother  who  made  it  than  I  have. 
But  I  firmly  believe  it  wrong  in  principle,  besides,  I  am  satisfied  it  is 
causing  confusion  among  our  Lodges. 

And,  after  giving  several  cogent  reasons  for  this  dissent,  he  says : 

It  is  therefore  my  opinion,  that  a  Lodge  electing  a  candidate,  that  has 
been  rejected  by  another  Lodge  without  first  having  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  such  Lodge,  acquires  no  personal  jurisdiction  over  the  candi- 
date whatever.  And  that  the  only  action  a  Lodge  should  take  upon  a 
petition  presented  to  it  under  such  circumstances  is  to  receive  the  same 
for  the  purpose  orily  of  asking  the  former  Lodge  to  release  personal  ju- 
risdiction iu  the  case;  and  its  reference  to  a  committee  of  inquiry  and 
subsequent  balloting  thereon  without  first  obtaining  such  consent  is 
premature  and  tends  to  confusion. 
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The  Cm  ft  in  Michigan  are  evidently  prospering,  are  well  governed, 
harmonioaR  and  zealous. 
The  Grand  Master  says  of  their  past  and  present  condition  : 

Little  more  than  thirty-five  years  atjo.  nine  Brothers,  representing 
four  Lodges,  met  in  convention  in  this  city,  and  organized  this  Grand 
Lodge.  Few,  possibly  none,  remain  who  were  participants  in  that 
meeting  ;  but  they  left  a  good  example  for  us  to  imitate — a  good  record 
to  guide  us  ;  and  it  will  be  well  if  we  imitate  their  virtues  and  zeal. 
That  they  planned  wisely  and  well  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  we  to- 
day meet  as  the  representatives  of  342  working  Lodges,  having  a  total 
membership  of  26,000. 

With  an  increased  and  enlarged  membership  come  corresponding  re- 
sponsibilities. It  wan  theirs  then  ;  it  is  ours  now,  and  will  be  still 
greater  on  the  morrow.  They  assumed  it  Hmong  many  difficulties;  they 
laid  the  touudations  deep,  and  on  the  solid  rock.  It  is  ours  to  continue 
the  work  according  to  the  general  plan  left  us,  and  build  thereon 
worthy  of  the  founders  ;  continue  it  then  for  the  advancement  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  whole,  and  for  the  honor  of  all.  We  are  sad  to 
notice  the  absence  of  some  we  had  learned  to  honor  in  days  past.  Their 
familiar  forms  are  not  here  ;  we  do  not  hear  their  footsteps  upon  the 
checkered  floor ;  their  voices,  once  so  clear  and  familiar  to  our  ears,  are 
no  longer  heard  at  our  annual  communications.  They  are  silent,  for 
Mother  Earth  has  claimed  her  own  ;  bat,  as  true  men  and  Masons 
their  influence  is  still  here  and  felt  among  us  ;  and  may  we  do  our  work 
thus  well,  that  the  same  may  be  truthfully  said  of  us  when  we  also  shall 
fail  to  answer  the  annual  roll  call. 

The  report  on 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  by  Wm.  P.  Innes,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  for  Committee,  and  is  a 

well  digested  and    credit^ible   review  of  the  proceedings  of  54  Grand 

Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1878— our  58th  annual  Report. 

He  also  gives  a  pleasant  resume  of  intelligence  from  "Foreign  Grand 

Lodges,"  including  Africa,  Ceylon  and  China,  as  well  as  Europe. 

He  is  brief  (quite  so  in  some  of  his  reviews)  in  his  comments  on  the 

proceedings  discussed.     Possibly  this  is  explained,  or  the  reason  for  it, 

in  his  (too)  brief 

conclusion. 

Remembering  the  old  adage,  *'pay  as  you  go,"  we  bring  our  brief  re- 
view to  a  briefer  close,  knowing  that  by  ho  doing  we  receive  the  thaukA 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  who  have  it  to  pay  for,  as  well  as  the  Bn^thren  of 
the  Corps  Reportorial  who  have  it  to  read. 


GRAND    OFFICERS. 


M.  W.  Bro.  John  W.  McGrath Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  P.  Innes  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges.    34*2. 
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MINNESOTA,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  convened  at  St.  Paul,  Tuesday,  Janaary  !3th,  A.  D. 
18H0— its  27th  annual  communication.     The  record  informs  us  that — 

The  Grand  Master  •  *  •  •  opened  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons, 
preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Which  we  note  as  a  Utile  peculiar.  One  hundred  and  twelve  Lodges 
••answered  to  the  call  of  the  roll,"  and  then — 

•'There  being  a  constitutional  number  of  lodges  represented,  the 
Grand  Master  proceeded  to  open  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  in 
Ample  Form.'* 

After  which  the  Grand  Master  -M.  W.  H.  R.  Wells— read  an  excel- 
lent annual  address,  in  which  he  treats  of  many  topics,  some  merely 
local  in  their  purport,  and  others  of  general  interest  and  significance, 
among  the  latter  the  jurisdictional  controverny  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Dakota  is  the  most  important.  Of  this  dispute  the  Grand  Master 
speaks  in  tones  of  moderation  and  conciliation,  as  follows,  viz : 

Masonic  usage  dictates  whenever  a  subordinate  lodge  of  its  obedience 
shall  voluntarily  request  of  its  parent  Grand  Lodge  to  withdraw  its 
affiliation  in  order  to  unite  with  other  lodges  in  the  same  civil  division 
or  territory  in  which  it  is  situate,  in  the  forming  a  new  Grand  Lodge, 
or  to  merge  its  jurisdiction  with  that  of  a  Grand  Lodge  already  formed, 
that  it  be  granted.  In  accordance  with  that  principle  I  recommend 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Shilo  Lodge  No.  105,  be  granted  in 
the  hope  and  desire  that  it  may  find  true  fraternal  welcome  and  pros- 
perity in  its  new  relations. 

I  refrain  from  entering  into  the  discussion  of  our  relations  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  since  the  whole  subject  stands  committed  to 
the  committee  as  indicated,  who  will  advise  yon  fully.  I  will  say  this, 
however,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  disclaims  any  intention  to  in  any  way 
encroach  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota.  Just 
in  that  degree  that  we  should  resist  encroachments  upon  our  own  rights 
and  dignity,  so  would  we  refrain  from  trespassing  upon  those  of  others. 
The  claim  that  we  have  violated  this  principle  is  in  my  judgment  as- 
sumption merely,  and  not  warranted  by  the  facts.  Yet.  if  it  be  not 
conceded  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  involved  which  will  ad- 
mit of  discussion,  aa  adjustment  may  not  be  reached. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  above  alluded  to,  in  an  able  report 
review  the  origin  and  then  condition  of  this  controversy,  and  while 
equally  conciliatory  with  the  Grand  Master,  using  terms  of  good  will 
and  conciliation  towards  Dakota,  are  nevertheless  very  pronounced  in 
the  asserting  their  opinion  that  Minnesota  is,  or  was,  for  we  believe 
••that  little  unpleasantness  is  alre:idy  finally  settled,"  right  in  her  posi- 
tion, &c.  They  give  a  full  statement  of  the  controversy,  and  while 
doing  so,  assort  with  somepositiveuess  doctrines  squinting  very  strongly 
towards,  if  not  actually  asserting,  the  right  of  **oonoubbent  jubisdic- 
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TiON  ;  at  least  so  far  as  regards  Lodges  choosing  to  continne  allegiaDce 
to  their  original  organizations,  after  the  establishment  of  a  new  Grand 
Lodge,  claiming  rule  over  the  territory  of  their  location. 

Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  in  his  report  on  Cokrespondence,  asserts  and 
defends  similar  opinions,  arriving  at  this  conclasiou,  viz : 

We  deduce  that  any  n amber  of  lodges  within  certain  defined  limits, 
being  the  political  lines  bounding  States,  territories,  Ac,  may  onite— 
snch  has  been  the  custom,  and  acknowledged — and  organize  a  Grand 
Loage. 

That  the  Grand  Lodge  thus  organized  has  all  the  rights,  powers  and 
privileges  of  pre-existing  Grand  Lodges,  and  if  all  of  the  lodges  in  the 
territory  unite  in  the  organization,  then  it  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
such  territory  ;  but  if  one  or  more  lodges  decline  to  ent4jr  into  the  com- 
pact, then  the  new  organization  has  jurisdiction  only  over  the  territory 
possessed  by  its  constituent  lodges. 

Now,  to  our  thinking,  these  Brethren  are  advocating  the  essential 
principles  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  that  dogma  wc  believe  to 
have  been  the  fruitful  source  of  all  the  past  and  pending  Grand  Lodge 
disputes  of  this  and  other  countries,  and  is,  in  its  very  nature,  illy  cal- 
culated to  restore  or  promote  harmony  among  the  Grand  Bodies.  With 
it,  professed  and  acted  upon,  there  is  always  some  specious  pretext  or 
laudable  motive  intervening  to  warrant,  and  apparently  excusing,  the 
interference,  positive  or  limited,  with  Lodges  located  in  other  Sovereign 
Territories.  So  in  the  case  of  Minnesota,  as  Bro.  Pierson  exprf«ses  it, 
**she  has  done  nothing  but  refuse  to  drive  her  o^n  children  out  of  her 
house ;"  (Scotland  did  no  more,  at  first,  and  Germany  claims  that  of 
New  York)  and  again  "a  Grand  Lodge  is  bound  to  extend  equal  pro- 
tection to  its  subordinates  no  matter  where  situated  ;"  (in  national  nflhirs 
the  attempt  to  enforce  that  declaration  would  be  •*ca«M»  bidli")  forget- 
ting, the  while,  that  if  prompt  yielding  up  of  jurisdiction  had  followed 
the  establishment  and  recognition  of  the  New  Grand  Lodge  the  Lodges 
in  controversy  would,  quite  as  promptly  in  all  probability  have  assimila- 
ted themselves  to  the  new  conditions  We  verily  believe  that  it  is  b«s 
cause  of  the  supposed  validity  of  governmental  practices  incident  to 
cjONCURuENT  JURISDICTION  that  Lodgcs  cver  attempt  to  hold,  or  are  in- 
duced to  give  preference  to,  their  original  allegiance.  The  Amenean 
theory  and  practice  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  as  we  receive  it  is  the 
ANTITHESIS  of  this  CONCURRENT  promoter  of  strife,  and  tends,  when  fully 
accepted  and  honestly  practiced  to  dissipate  all  clouds  of  donbt  and  dis- 
putation, as  well  as  prevent  the  possibility  of  collisions  by  the  irresista- 
ble  logic  and  defensive  safeguard  of  non-interference. 

It  says  and  means  **  touch  me  not."  as  regards  jarisdictional  righiB, 
and  if  that  caution  is  properly  heeded,  there  can  arise  no  Oftuse  of  di»- 
)>ute  as  to  territorial  rights.     Let  it  be  **ouce  and  for  all'*  agreed  thai 
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a  New  Gmnd  Lodge, —properly  organized,  by  a  clear  majority  of  its 
Lodges,  and  generally  recognized,  as  regular,  worthy  and  competent  to 
govern  the  Craft,  by  other  Grand  Lodges, — is  entitled  to  exclubive 
JURISDICTION  over  its  prescribed  territory  and,  our  word  for  it,  all  this 
strife  and  contention  will  cease.  We  believe  that  the  troubles  alladed 
to  are  mainly  Hnperindnced  by  the  l>elief,  acted  upon,  that  another 
Grand  Lodge  can  govern  Lodges  in  an  essentially*  foreign  country. 

SCOTI.AND  applied  "concurrent  jurisdiction"  to  Quebec,  and  in  her 
acts  hns  only  gone  a  littlu  beyond  the  claims  advocated  by  Minnesota  ; 
but  that  beyond  is  a  legitimate  uUimcUe  of  the  doctrines  on  which  the 
claims  is  founded ;  for  if  yon  can  govern  an  old  Lodge  in  another's 
bailiwick,  why  not  establish  and  govern  a  new  one?  the  Lodge  retjiiesU 
in(j  and  the  Grand  Body  deeming  it  for  the  good  of  masonry  (the  gen> 
erally  alledged  motives)  to  do  so.  But  we  have  said  more  than  we  in- 
tended to  say  on  this  topic  and  desist  from  further  comment,  adding 
only,  *'Let  us  have  peace,"  which  will  come,  inevitably,  if  we  properly 
govern  our  own  and  let  all  other  jurisdictions,  severely,  alone  in  their 
territorial  rights  and  control. 

Returning  again  to  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  can  only  briefly 
allude  to  the  many  notable  subjects  discussed  therein.  He  announces 
the  death  of  Bro.  D.  D.  Grand  Master  Ingmnnd  Ingmundson,  and  also 
thiit  of  Bro.  Abr  im  Van  Vorhes,  P.  J.  Grand  Warden,  both  of  whom  are 
suitably  honored  *'  in  memoriam  "  by  the  proceedings  and  mortuary 
tablets. 

He  had  been  applied  to  for.  and  had  refused  recognition  and  assent, 
to  the  petition,  a  dispensation  to  organize  a  (colored)  Lodge  bj'  parties 
*'who  belong  to  organizations  not  recognized  by  us,  and  we  cannot  hold 
masonic  intercourse  with  them." 

He  objects  to  the  tendency  of  Lodges  ••to  contract  indebtedness," 
and  wisely  cautions  against  it.  Is  not  in  favor  of  a  too  stringent  ap- 
plication of  the  suspension  for  non-piiyment  of  dues  rule,  and  expresses 
gratification  at  the  favorable  condition  of  *' Grand  Lodge  funds." 

He  is  not  in  favor  of  dual  membership,  and  advises  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  correct  an  error  of  past  legislation,  repealing  all  regulations  hereto- 
fore forbidding  it. 

Speaks  of  the  formation  in  Australia  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of 
"New  South  Wales,"  but  thinks  it  advisable  to  await  further  develop- 
ment before  complying  with  their  request  for  recognition. 

Inculcates  charity,  but  does  not  think  the  practice  of  relieving  the 
wants  of  a  sojourning  Brother  and  their  calling  upon  his  Lodge  to  re- 
fund is  consistant  with  true  charity,  in  which  opinion  we  fully  concur^ 

We  dissent  from  one  of  his  decisions  propounded  as  follows  : 

To  constitute  a  brother,  a  member  of  a  lodge,  except  he  be  a  charter 
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member,  he  must  in  addition  to  other  reqairements,  sign  the  by-laws, 
until  he  does  so  he  is  non-affiliate. 

The  work  of  the  third  degree  was  exemplified  by  **  Ancient  Land 
Mark  Lodge  "  on  a  candidate  furnished  by  that  Lodge,  and  in  Graod 
Lodge,  in  a  manner  eliciting  the  approval  and  thanks  of  the  Grand 
Master. 

The  report  on 

FOREIGN  COBRESPONDENCE 

Is  by  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Secretary,  and  is  fully  up  to  the 
standard  of  his  former  deliverances  in  that  department  of  his  multiform 
official  labors. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  51  Grand  Lodges,  and  among-them 
gives  the  Alabama  report  of  1878  appropriate  and  rather  extended 
notice. 

He  quotes  the  remarks  of  Bro.  Titcomb,  Chairman,  in  reference  to 
the  odious  practice  of  profanity,  and  says  of  it : 

We  prcHent  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  ** Committee  on  Sus- 
pensions, Expulsions  and  Appeals,"  with  the  remark  that  we  regard  the 
matter  as  of  infinitely  more  interest  to  the  weltare  of  the  fraternity  than 
the  non-payment  of  dues,  to  which  so  much  prominence  is  given. 

He  does  not  like  our  resolution  authorizing  Lodges  to  *'at  any  time 
to  suspend  demitted  or  unaffiliated  Masons,'   &c.,  and  says  of  it : 

We  have  been  under  the  impression  that  membership  in  a  lodge  was 
voluntary  ;  that  a  mason  had  a  perfect  right  to  deny  himself  of  the 
privileges  and  advantages  attending  lodge  membership  if  he  so  willed. 

The  exception  is  not  well  taken,  we  think. 

He  is  also  pleased  to  say  a  good  word  for  our  effort  as  correspondent 
of  that  year. 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Uro.  Henry  R.  Wells  ( re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R  W.  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges  chartered  131 — U.  D.  5. 

MISSISSIPPI,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  convened  at  Jackson,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  A. 
D.  1H80— its  sixty-second  annual  communicaition — (continuing  its  ses- 
sions through  three  days. ) 

Present— M.  W.  Frank  Burkitt,  Grand  Maxtor,  all  Grand  Officers, 
numerous  P.  G.  Officers,  Grand  Representatives,  twenty-three  Grand 
Bodies,  including  Alabama,  and  Representatives  of  245  (of  302)  con- 
stituent Lodges. 
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To  which  the  ''also  a  large  number  of  visiting  Brethren  of  the  re- 
cord," gives  us  an  important  additional  item  towards  the  conclusion 
that  this  was  a  full,  if  not  crowded,  assemblage  of  Craftsmen. 

The  Grand  Master*s  address  is  long  and  full  of  important  jurisdic* 
tional  details  and  suggestions.  He  seems  to  have  had  a  busy  year  of 
overseership,  and  was  dispoHed  to  coufino  his  remarks  mainly  to  the 
particular  business  of  his  administration,  so  that  there  appears  in  this 
message  very  little  matter  of  general  interest  to  those  outside  of  that 
jurisdiction 

He  t^uys  "the  condition  of  our  general  linances  is  not,  I  fear,  as  grat- 
ifying as  it  was  two  yetirs  ago,"  and  this  be  attributes  partly  to  the  fact 
**that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  persists  in  keeping  itself  on 
wheels,"  We  are  glad  you  spotted  that  irregularity,  M.  W.,  for  we  ad- 
mire not  the  "peripatetics"  in  philosophy,  nor  are  we  inclined  towards 
Grand  Masonic  Bodies  as  rambling  shoio-ups  for  the  delectation  of  com- 
peting towns  or  cities  eager  to  get  a  sight  of  our  "Elephant,"  and  benefit 
by  it»  incidental  expenditures.  Were  there  no  other  reasons  opposing 
such  wanderings  as  we  allude  to,  the  fact  that  it  is  both  inconvenient 
and  undignified  would  be  sufficient  to  **give  pause"  to  such  practices. 
We  note  that  Jackson  was  selected  as  the  place  for  the  G.  L.  meeting 
another  year. 

His  decisions  are  quite  numerous,  two  of  them  in  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  the  P.  M.  degree  we  quote,  and  object  to  the  principle 
announced,  and  to  his  statement  of  its  *'unicersal  acknowledgment,"  as 
several  jurisdictions,  and  among  them  Alabama,  do  not  assent  to  his 
sine  qua  non  in  that  matter.     His  decisions  are  thus  stated,  viz  : 

JO.  The  Junior  Warden  is  elected  W.  M.  of  a  Lodge.  Can  he  be  in- 
stalled without  receiving  the  Past  Master's  Degree  ? 

Answer.— Ke  cannot.  "Investing  a  Master  elect  with  the  degree  of 
Past  Master  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a  sine  qua  non  in  qualify<» 
iug  him  for  the  chair." 

I  desire,  just  here,  to  notice  another  feature  in  the  C4ise  as  presented 
by  the  Worshipful  Brother  propounding  the  above  question.  He  stated 
in  his  communication  that  he  was  the  only  Past  Master  in  the  Lodge, 
and  as  the  P.  M.  degree  could  not  be  conferred  without  the  assistance 
f)f  two  other  Past  Masters,  which  could  not  be  readily  obtained,  he 
asked  my  advice  as  to  his  duty  in  the  premises.  I  directed  him  to  con' 
tinue  to  officiate  as  Master  of  the  Lodge  until  the  Master  elect  conld 
get  the  P.  M.  degree,  which,  if  not  sooner  conferred,  might  be  readily 
obtained  during  the  session  of  Ihe  Grand  Lodge. 

Ansioer.—By  election  then  and  there.  The  object  in  giving  notice 
that  the  election  would  be  held  is  to  insure  a  full  attendance  of  the 
membership.  They  being  present  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Master,  caused  by  the  refusal  of  the  brother  elect  to  serve,  could  with 
equal  propriety  till  any  other  vacancy  which  might  occur,  because  of 
the  promotion  of  one  or  more  brethren  elected  on  a  former  occasion. 

Carrying  this  ruling  to  its  natural,  and  inevitable,  conclusion,  and 
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the  symbolic  degrees,  the  begiuniog  and  ending  of  all  tme  Masonry 
would  be  dependent  upon  the  ''Capitulary*'  for  permission  to  rule  and 
govern  Lodges,  and  a  blue  Lodge  could  not  survive  the  Chapter  refusal 
to  aid  in  constituting  it  Away  with  such  folly  !  It  inclines  us  almost 
to  oppose  the  (so-called)  high  degrees,  for  with  the  writer,  all  Chapters, 
Councils  and  Commanderies  are  dependent  for  origin,  thrift  and  per- 
petuity upon  the  ground-work  of  the  Blue,  and  the  claim  of  superiority, 
intimated  for  the  Chapter  in  the  above  decisions,  is,  to  our  mind,  just 
simply  preposterous.  It  is  like  commencing  a  building  at  the  toj},  in- 
stead of  at  the  lirm  foundation-stone. 

He  refers  approvingly  to  the  scheme,  introduced  last  year  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  for  a  *' Masonic  Mutual  Aid  Association,*'  and  we  ob- 
serve in  the  proceedings  that  they  actually  ''went  and  done  it**  by 
chartering  an  Association  for 

MASONIC   INSUBANCE. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Masonic  Mutual  Aid,  having  perfected  a 
plan  for  the  organization  of  an  Association,  reported  the  same,  and  it 
was  approved  by  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  following  brethren  chosen  a^i 
Directors  on  the  part  of  Grand  Lodge :  Bros.  Jas.  T.  Fant,  W.  S. 
Featherston,  W.  G.  Paxton,  P.  M.  Savery,  A.  J.  Lewis,  J.  L.  Power. 

May  they  never  rue  the  day  of  this  departure  from  true  masonic  work 
and  ways ! 

We  again  note  the  excellence,  and  laborious  care  indicated  therein, 
of  the  Reports  of  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Committees. 

This  is  especially  true  of  the  work  and'  dehvemnces  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  which  are  excreptionall}*  numerous,  able 
and  lengthy.  Bros.  Frederick  Speed,  Chairman,  and  Murry  and  Free- 
man compose  the  Committee,  who,  in  addition  to  their  usual  important 
duties,  had,  on  this  occasion,  to  report  a  Code  of  Laws  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  as  a  duty  assigned  them  by  reference  at  the  last  annual  comma- 
nicatiou. 

Our  casual  reading  of  the  rules  and  regulations  referred  to,  impresses 
us  with  the  conviction  that  they  are  good  and  useful  ones,  and  now  that 
such  laws  have  been  adopted,  let  them  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  not 
tiimpered  with  by  amendments  until  their  merits  are  thoroughly  at- 
tested. 

By  recommendation  of  a  Committee,  the  Masonic  Review — Cincio- 
Qati — was  recognized  as  the  '*  official  organ*'  of  Mississippi,  in  place  of 
the  Jewel. — Memphis— suspended  by  death  of  the  lamented  Wheeler. 

One  Grand  Representative  made  a  Report,  viz  :  P,  G.  M.  N.  H.  Bark- 
ley,  representing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 
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FOUEIUN   COBRESPONDENCE 

Is  represented  by  an  able  and  tbonghtful  report  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Howry, 
for  the  Committee.  It  is  qaite  an  extended  review,  embracing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  49  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  Alabama  is  included  and 
receives  due  and  considerate  attention,  the  Report  of  1878  being  under 
review. 

He  says  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address  that  it  *'is  well  written," 
and  besides  dwelling  on  the  business  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  contains 
some  excellent  suggestions,  which  show  that  the  Grand  Master  has  had 
the  interest  of  the  Craft  at  heart,"  and  quotes  several  paragraphs  there- 
from and  a  few  of  his  decisions  with  evident  approval. 

Bro.  Howry  is  pleased  to  say  kind  and  complimentary  words  of  our 
efforts  at  Correspondence,  for  which  we  thank  him  sincerely. 

Not  having  time,  rr  space  either,  to  devote  more  tr>  Mississippi,  for 
we  have  wandered,  child-like,  among  the  "pleasant  fields  nnd  pastures 
green"  of  other  jurisdictions,  culling  sweets,  and  flowers  too,  until  we 
have  overloaded  our  portfolio  with  well  filled  page  receptacles.  We 
roust  content  ourselves  by  quoting  what  Bro.  H.  says  of  the  Past  Mas- 
ter's degree,  expressing  views  much  less  objectionable  to  us,  than 
those  of  his  Grand  Master,  viz  : 

The  Grand  Lodgu  seems  to  assume  jurisdiction— ^ua^i,  it  may  be — 
over  this  Degree.  It  decides  that  it  must  be  conferred  on  every  Master 
elect  before  or  at  his  installation,  aud  that  it  is  a  sine  qua  ncm.  It  does 
not  possess  the  power  to  enforce  this  requirement,  except  by  the  opera- 
tion ot  a  stringent  law  on  a  Master  elect,  declaring  in  effect  that  be  is 
no  Master  at  all  unless  he  gets  the  Degree.  It  is  admitted  by  every 
Master  Mason  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  not  composed  entirely  of  Past 
Masters.  A  Grand  Lodge  might  be  legally  constituted  with  a  large 
majority  of  its  members  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Past  Master's  Degree, 
beiug  Wardens.  Any  legislation  by  the  Grand  Lodge  so  constituted 
would  be  in  the  dark.  Our  position  has  been  heretofore  stated,  that 
when  the  Degree  ain  be  obtained,  let  the  Master  take  it.  Where  it  can- 
not be  obtained,  for  instance,  for  want  of  power  to  force  a  convocation 
of  Past  Masters,  then  the  Master  elect  could  go  on  and  preside  over  his 
Lodge,  by  being  installed  according  to  the  published  form,  found  in  all 
the  manuals.  If  he  could  not  preside,  no  one  will  question  the  right 
of  the  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens  to  preside  if  the  rightful  Master  is 
not  there  qualified  to  preside,  without  the  Past  Master's  Degree. 

To  obviate  all  difficulties  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  facilitate  the  im- 
partation  of  the  secret  part  of  this  Degree,  an  order  of  Past  Masters 
should  be  established  in  every  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  such  comity  as 
could  be  secured  between  those  of  the  order  and  the  Grand  Lodge, 
ought  to  be  established  so  every  Master  elect  could  get  the  Degree. 

A  proposition  is  now  pending  before  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States  to  arrange  the  Chapter  degrees  so  as  to  make  the  Past 
Masters'  degree  the  first  in  the  Chapter,  and  the  fourth  degree  in  Bla- 

11 
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sonry — so  that  when  a  Master  elect  gets  the  degree  be  conld  associate 
on  terms  of  equality  with  a  Chapter  Past  Master  and  vice  versa. 

GBAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  William  French Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro;  J.  L.  Power  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 3U2. 

MISSOURI.  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met  at  St  Louis,  in  its  59th  annual  commuuiciition, 
October  14th.  A.  D.  1879. 

Present— Noah  M.  Given,  with  all  but  two  Grand  Officers  in  their 
places,  and  the  representatives  from  176  (of  494)  constituent  Lodges. 
Among  the  Grand  Representatives  announced,  Bro.  J.  E.  Cadle  ap- 
peared for  Alabama. 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  addresH  is  a  loug  and  interesting  message, 
treating  for  the  most  part  of  matters  pertaining  to  his  executive  duties 
and  suggestions  for  the  good  of  the  Craft,  locally,  some  of  which,  how- 
ever, it  were  well  to  consider  as  general,  for  the  evils  cautioned  again^ 
are,  alas,  too  wide-spread,  and  are  not  confined  to  any  "local  habita- 
tion," though  not  wanting  **a  name,"  and  one,  too,  that  is  known  and 
read  ot  by  all  men.  We  refer  especially  here  to  his  remarks  animad- 
verting on  **  drunkenness  and  profanity,"  (we,  as  he  does,  yoke  them 
together  as  one  and  inseparable, )  of  which  he  is  very  pointed  and  just 
in  his  censures.  He  also  includes  in  that  category  bis  censure  of  "elec- 
tioneering for  office,"  of  which  he  says,  very  appositely  : 


If  a  member  has  ambition  to  hold  office  in  the  Lodge,  and  is  worthy, 
bis  merits  will  not  long  be  unheeded.  Others  are  in  better  position  to 
appreciate  tbem  than  he.  It  will  be  unnecessary,  as  well  as  nnmafionic, 
in  him  to  parade  them.  The  ambition  taught  in  M^vsonry  is,  who  can 
best  work  and  best  agree.  In  the  politics  of  the  day  it  may  be  permis- 
sible to  personally  solicit  support,  as  "cheek'*  is  thought  to  be  an  es- 
sential to  success  in  that  department  of  life.  But  Masonry  is  not  poll* 
tics,  and  the  principal  ingredient  of  that  article  must  be  brass  when  a 
Mason  can  take  another  by  the  arm  and  say  :  **  See  here.  I  want  you  to 
vote  for  me  for  Master  or  Warden, "  as  the  case  may  be.  or  perchance  for 
an  office  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  If  electioneering  for  office  is  an  evil  in 
a  subordinate  Lodge,  how  much  gretiter  in  the  Grand  Lodge !  Wher- 
ever it  exists  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned  nor  too  quickly  dis* 
continued.  It  is  a  safe  rule  to  adopt  to  vote  for  no  peraou  tor  office, 
either  in  the  Grand  Lodge  or  a  subordinate  Lodge,  who  has  the  effron* 
tery  to  ask  votes  for  himself. 

He  says 
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DBUNKXMNE88  AND  PROFANITY 

Are  evils  that  are  reported  to  exist  in  some  Lodges  in  the  State.  Tbesn 
are  made  misdemeanors  by  our  law.  and  all  Lodges  in  this  jarisdiction 
are  commanded  to  enforce  the  Masonic  law  in  reference  to  them.  Men 
whose  liv^  are  thoroogbly  imbued  with  the  excellent  and  ennobling 
teachings  of  the  Order  cannot  voluntarily  engage  in  them.  It  would  be 
a  contradiction  of  terms  to  say  that  any  man  who  loves  Masonry  also 
loves  to  indulge  in  either  of  these  evils.  He  must  be  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  perverted  appetite  in  the  one  case,  or  an  odious  habit  in  the 
other,  and  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  truly  MaHonic  spirit.  The  absurd- 
ity of  a  drunkard  delivering  the  lectures  of  our  Ritual  on  Temperance, 
or  of  the  very  profane  swearer  instructing  the  candidate  in  the  duty  of 
reverence  for  Almighty  God,  is  most  apparent  to  the  candidate,  who  is 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  proceeding  is  a  farce.  These  evils  are 
mentioned  here,  not  to  parade  them,  but  with  the  hope  that,  by  calling 
attention  to  their  evil  effects  upon  the  good  influences  that  Masonry 
should  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  exert,  they  may  be  en- 
tirely eradicated.  The  power  exists  within  the  Order  to  correct  them 
in  the  spirit  of  fraternity  and  brotherly  love. 

Seven  charters  had  been  surrendered,  and  he  also  announces  the  ar- 
rest of  four  charters.  Gives  a  good  account  of  the  charity  work  of  sev- 
eral Lodges  in  providing  both  for  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  says 
of  the  jurisdiction  gf^nerally,  that  *' peace  and  harmony  prevail  through- 
out,*' **  nothing  having  occurred  during  the  year  to  disturb  that  equan- 
imity that  has  so  long  existed  in  our  midst,"  (not  even,  we  query,  the 
disagreeableness  with  Mew  Mexico?) 

He  announces  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  favor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  a  case  involving  a  claim  of  $60,000,  &c. 

Be  announces  several  deathn  in  his  jurisdiction,  notably  the  demise 
of  Bro.  \Vm.  H.  Crenshaw,  R.  W.  D.  D.  Grand  Master,  and  also  that 
of  Bro.  James  A.  H  Lampton.  P.  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  also  P. 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri.  He  also  refers 
appropriately  to  the  death  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  J.  Corson  of  New 
Jersey,  speaking  of  him  as  a  devoted  Mason,  whose  **  natural  ability, 
aided  by  his  scholastic  attainments,  had  placed  him  among  our  Masonio 
leaders,"  and  closes  his  tribute  by  an  expression  of  praise,  the  highest 
permitted  to  a  Missouri  oflicial,  we  think,  saying  he  was  the  Goulet  of 
New  Jersey. 

He  treats  of  the  dispute  then  pending  with  the  New  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Mexico,  (but  we  think  recently  adjusted)  and,  to  our  thinking,  de- 
fends the  position  of  Missouri,  and  her  acts,  by  reasonings  that  border 
too  much  on  the  confines  of  *'  concurrent  jurisdiction.*'  We  are  a 
**  straight  out  Exclusive  Jubisdictiomist  ;"  but  as  we  have  said  enough 
"to  make  a  spoon  or  spoil  a  horn"  on  this  subject,  under  the  head  of 
Minnesota,  it  is  best  to  pass  this  opportunity  for  a  new  tilt  in  the  direc- 
tion of  controversial  scribbling. 
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He  recoiD mended,  and  the  Grand  Lods;e  assented  to,  the  recognition 
ot  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  of  Washington.  D.  C,  and  R.  W.  W 
H.  Scott,  D.   G.   M.   of  Illinois,   were  received  and  welcomed  by  Ihe 
Grand  Lodge  as  distinguished  visitors. 

We  quote  a  few  of  the  nameroas  decisions  annoanced  by  the  GrHod 
Master,  viz  : 

A  Lodge  cannot  entertain  the  petition  of  a  Brother  for  membership 
unaccompanied  by  a  dimit,  or  some  other  documentary  evidence,  Kbow- 
ing  his  release  from  membership  in  his  former  Lodge,  and  the  actioa 
of  the  Lodge  in  so  receiving  the  petition  and  electing  the  Brother  to 
membership  is  null  and  void.  The  Brother  remains  a  member  of  bin 
former  Lodge,  and  may  take  a  dimit  therefrom  and  petition  another 
Lodge  for  membership. 

Siispeusion  for  a  defiuite  timt,  for  any  offense  does  not  cancel  does 
that  accrued  before  the  date  of  suspension.  Dues  should  not.  however, 
be  charged  against  the  Brother  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  sus- 
pended. 

The  Chaplain  of  a  Lodge  is  an  officer  thereof  when  the  office  is  pro- 
vided for  in  its  By-Laws,  and  when  duly  inntalled  cannot  resign,  and, 
hence,  cannot  be  legally  elected  to  any  other  office  to  be  installed  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  as  Chaplain. 

(Too  much  of  P.  M.  degree). 

When  the  Worshipful  Master  elect  of  a  Lodge  has  been  installed  with- 
out having  previously  received  the  Past  Master's  degree,  he  should  re- 
ceive that  degree  and  be  then  installed,  as  it  has  been  repeatedly  held 
that  the  Worshipful  Master  elect  of  a  Lodge  must  receive  that  degree 
b»;fore  he  can  be  installed. 

It  is  the  law  of  this  Grand  Ijodge  that  the  officersof  a  Lodge  can  neither 
resi6,n  nor  dimit;  therefore  the  Grand  Master  cannot  grant  a  special  Dih 
pensation  to  elect  a  Worshiptul  Master,   though  the  Worshiptul  Master 
ot  the  Lodge  has  removed  from  the  State,  and  the  interest  of  the  Lodge 
may  seem  to  require  it. 

Q'wre. — Should  the  Woi-shipful  Master  and  Wardens  all  remove  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge  and  be  unable  to  attend  its  meetings,  who 
would  be  authorized  to  open  the  Lodge? 

And  we  query  why  not  require  some  Chapter  P.  M.  to  officiate,  and 
thus  clinch  the  subordination  of  Lodges  to  Chapters  ? 

The  K.  W.  Grand  Secretary  having  asked  if  he  could  under  a  proper 
construction  of  the  Missouri  law  dimit  from  his  Lodge,  in  the  interior, 
lor  the  purpose  of  affiliating  in  St.  Louis,  and  not  forfeit  his  Grand 
Lodge  membership,  in  the  interim  of  transfer  of  membership,  the  ques- 
tion after  discussion  was  answered  thus  —he  being  a  P.  G.  Master,  vii : 

From  this  reasoning  the  conclusion  is  reached — 

First  That  any  elected  or  appointed  officer  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  who 
is  either  a  Pust  Grund  Master,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master.  Past  Grand 
Warden,  Past  Grand  Treasurer,  or  Past  Grand  Secretary  thereof,  may 
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diDiit  from  his  Lod^e  for  the  ptirpone  of  nffillatiDg  elsewhere  in  this 
jiirisiHction,  or  of  forming;  a  new  Lod^e,  without  forfeitiu^  his  office. 

Seatntt-  Any  Past  (imn»1  Mastfr,  Vunt  Depnty  Grand  Master,  Past 
Grand  Warden,  Past  Grand  Treasurer,  or  Past  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grmd  Lodf^e,  who  tnay  hold  a  dimit  and  has  not  deprive.!  himself  of 
Masonic  benefits,  and  resides  in  thia  jurisdiction,  is  eligible  to  election 
or  appointment  to  any  office  in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  record  of  minutes  under  review  ia  full  of  important  matter  in- 
viting comment,  but  as  we  have  little  space  to  spare  now,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  forego  the  pleasure  of  a  more  extended  general  review,  being 
able  to  make  room  only  for  a  brief  notice  of  Bro.  Jno.  D.  VraciL*8  ad- 
mirable and  elaborate  report  on 

COBBESPONDEKCE. 

H:^  reviews  the  proceedings  of  51  Grand  Lodges,  and  at  the  close  of 
his  report  was  disappointed  (expressionally  so)  that  there  were  not 
**more  (such')  worlds  to  conquer."  VVo  perceive  that  Bro.  V.  has  very 
faithfully  betaken  himself  to  the  new  and  onerous  duties  of  correspond- 
ent, does  his  work  faithfully,  not  being  afraid  to  object  or  censure 
where  such  treatment  is  needed,  but,  the  while,  judiciously  blending 
the  suaviter  in  iiiotlo  with  the  ft/rtiter  in  re  ;  as  that  his  opponents  have 
no  occasion  to  feel  cither  incensed  or  humbled  by  the  opposition  en- 
countered. 

He  has  very  acceptably  and  extendedly  reviewed  the  Alabama  report 
of  Iblfi,  and  we  have  to  thank  him  for  his  good  words  of  commenda- 
tion, highly  appreciated  and  valued  we  assure  him,  of  our  Bepottorial 
effort  of  that  year.  Ue  commends  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address 
and  quotes  from  it  approvingly  with  comments  on  his  decisions,  one  of 
which  we  reproduce,  with  the  decision  referred  to,  as  it  amplifies  the 
idea  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  Grand  Master  Armstrong,  and  gives  a 
good  illustration  of  the  necessity  for  that  decision,  viz  : 

We  are  sorry  the  Gnind  Master  did  not  make  an  addition  to  the  foU 
lowing  decision,  and  go  (me  step  further  : 

Not  less  than  seven  Master  Masons  can  hold  a  Lodge.  The  charter 
or  warrant  authorizing  Lodges  to  assemble  and  work  is  granted  to  seven 
Miister  Masons,  and  no  less  a  number  can  open  a  Lodge  and  transact 
business  than  is  required  to  obtain  a  charter  or  warrant. 

If  he  had  said,  *'no  Lodge  shall  open  except  as  Master  Masons,"  the 
argument  would  have  roached  a  just  and  consistent  conclnsion.  In  the 
above  decision.  Grand  Master  Armstrong  wisely  concludes  that  the 
number  must  not  be  less  to  **hol(l  a  Lodge  "  than  to  form  it  ander  char- 
ter. Well,  if  it  requires  seven  to  httUl  a  Lodge,  the  number  cuts  an  im- 
portant figure  in  the  legal  transaction.  Why  not  require  that  the  rhtr- 
ncttr  be  ecjually  as  imjwrtant?  If  .serf  it  be  necessary  to  form  or  Af>/<f  a 
Lodge,  the  stains  of  the  seven  must  be  defined.  *•  Master  Mascms*'  is 
the  language  employed  to  designate  who  the  corporatorB  shall  be— so 
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8a3'8  the  decision  nbove.  Sach  in  the  general  rnle.  None  bat  Mastkb 
Masons  can  nbtrtin  a  charter  to  meet  and  work.  The  charader  of  the 
corporators  is  as  important  as  the  number.  Then  does  it  not  follow  tUat 
the  body  chartered  cannot  open  at  any  time,  in  any  other  character  than 
is  known  to  the  law  when  the  charter  is  granted?  viz..  Master  Mascms. 
We  think  so.  It  is  just  us  necessary  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  Hlatui 
of  the  corporators  in  opening  a  Lodge,  as  it  is  to  require  the  nxtmh^— 
seven— to  be  present.  From  these  and  many  other  considerations,  we 
believe  that  every  Masonic  Lodge  should  meet  and  open  in  its  chartered 
character  as  Master  Masons.  Then  the  legal  right  is  in  fnll  force,  by 
which  the  other  degrees  may  be  used.  When  the  work  is  finished  in 
these,  resume  where  all  authority,  corporate  or  legal,  exists,  and  close 
that  as  the  chartered  body. 

He  objects  as  most  reviewei*s  have  done  to  our  practice  (which  we 
think  is  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance  thereof)  of 
pretermitting  the  ceremony  of  installation  in  the  case  ot  officers  re- 
elected, Ac. 

He  compliments  the  committee  on  "Suspensions,  Expnlsions  and 
Appeals"  on  their  sound  ^octrmea  Huent  dmnkenness  and  gross  profanity , 
and  says  :  '*  We  have  said  and  written  some  very  plain  things  on  the 
above  subjects  in  the  last  twenty  years.  In  no  instance  have  taken 
ground  in  advance  of  the  above  report  We  endorse  the  principles 
enunciated  by  the  Alabama  Brethren,  and  place  ourself  in  line  with 
them."     •    *     • 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  S.  Brown Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  D,  Vincil  (re-elected)  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman 

of  Committeee  on  Correspondence. 
Whole  number  of  Chartered  Lodges 4d4. 

MONTANA,  1879. 

The  reports  from  Montana,  of  which  we  have  been  deprived,  by  some 
unaccountable  accident  or  neglect,  for  two  years  last  past,  areagaiu 
welcomed  to  our  table,  reportorial.  The  volume  now  before  us,  is  a 
creditable  specimen  of  North  Western  typography,  acceptably  adorned, 
in  the  frontal,  by  a  fine  steel  engraved  likeness  of  Grand  Master  Juo. 
Stedman,  presenting  a  face  which  none  can  look  upon  without  recof;- 
nizing  in  it  features  th«it  belong  to  the  true  man,  intelligent,  earnest, 
courteous  and  refined,  yet  firm  and  unwavering  in  allegiance  to  duty. 
We  never  see  such  a  pictured  lace  without  a  desire  to  behold  that  of  the 
original,  and  to  know  its  possessor,  too. 

A  special  communication  was  held  at  Helena,  May  3d,  to  lay  the 
corner  stone  of  an  Episcopal  Chqrch.    The  regular  annual,  being  the 
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15th  anriiversnry,  commnDication  coDveued  in  the  Citt  of  Buttk, 
TiieRday.  October  7th,  A.  D.  1879. 

PreNent,  Grand  Manter  John  Stedman,  with  most  of  the  GraLd  Offi- 
cerH  (the  absentees  were  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  two  Grand  Dea- 
cons, Sr.  and  Jr.)  and  the  Representatives  of  twelve  (of  the  18)  con- 
stituent Lodges. 

The  Grand  Muster  qives  a  good  and  instractive  address,  devoted  in  a 
degree  to  ethical  topics  and  illnstrationia,  lor  his  *' official  acts  daring 
the  year  bad  been  few  and  unimportant"  As  a  specimen  of  his  style 
and  matter,  we  extract  the  following  paragraphs,  viz  : 

Brethren,  we  are  about  to  erect  another  mile-stone  on  the  great  Ma* 
sonic  highway,  on  whose  bed  the  footprints,  pointing  in  but  one  direc- 
tion, iiduioniBb  us  that  whether  we  build  well  or  ill  we  can  never  retrace 
our  stepK  to  change  or  improve  our  work. 

Then  let  us  resolve  to  here  build  Huch  a  monument— founded  on  the 
rock  of  eternal  truth,  its  superstructure  raised  from  the  well-squared 
stones  of  FaUh^  Hope  and  Char'dy,  crowned  with  the  cap-stone  of  broth- 
erly love—  that  "  those  who  in  their  turn  shall  follow  us."  shall  be  con- 
strained to  Kay  as  they  inspect  our  work,  verily  our  fathers  •*  builded 
better  than  they  knew  ;"  for  inspired  by  this  testimonial  of  our  wisdom 
and  fidelity,  they  will  endeavor  to  emulate  our  example,  and  thus  shall 
our  influence  for  good  be  extended  to  the  generations  which  shall  suc- 
ceed us. 

Let  us  apply  ourselves  to  the  work  before  us  with  a  due  appreciation 
of  its  importance.  Let  us  realize  that  Masonry  is  a  live  institution,  and 
that  we  are  engaged  in  a  work  that  has  a  meaning ;  that  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  order,  and  the  lessons  it  inculcates,  are  worthy  of  oar 
utmost  respect. 

Ours,  of  all  the  orders,  societies  or  fraternities,  into  which  mankind 
have  banded  themselves  since  first  the  world  began,  stands  pre-eminent 
in  age,  in  usefulness,  and  in  its  universality.  It  has  been  upheld  and 
defended  through  the  ages  by  those  who  appreciated  its  value  to  man- 
kind, and  who  labored  faithfully  to  perpetuate  its  tenets,  and  to  trans- 
mit them  to  us  *'  unimpaired  "  and  unaltered. 

Shall  we  still— like  our  sturdy  brethren  of  ''ye  olden  time"— con- 
tinue to  bear  aloft  our  glorious  banner,  or  shall  we  suffer  it  to  tr>iil  in 
the  duNt  and  be  contaminated  by  willing  contact  with  all  the  degrading 
and  bligbting  influences  of  the  times. 

Greater  dangers  threaten  Masonry  to-day  than  ever  before.  We  occa- 
sionally hear  the  alarm  sounded  by  some  faithful  **  watchman  upon  the 
tower  "  who  descries  with  clearer  vision  the  coming  storm,  and  warns 
us  to  be  prepared  for  its  approach.  The  dangers  now  most  imminent 
come  not  from  without,  but  must  be  looked  for  within  the  walls  of  the 
Temple  itself.  The  principal  of  these  is  the  increasing  tendency  to  re- 
lax the  rigidity  of  our  regulations  and  break  down  the  barriers  wisely 
erected  by  our  ancient  brethren  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
order. 

It  has  been  well  miid,  that  there  are  too  many  Masons,  and  too  little 
Masonry.  Admission  to  the  order  is  too  ensily  obtained.  The  rhjkt  of 
profanes  to  admission  is  coming  to  be  regarded  somewhat  in  the  same 
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light  as  the  right  of  Haflhrage.     One  will  inRist  that  the  loss  of  an  eye, 

arm,  or  leg,  shonld  not  exclude.     Auotber,  that  a  Blight  moral  obliqnitj 

should  bo  overlooked  in  this  or  that  case,  and  a  third  would  be  willing 

to  receive  an  applicant  afflicted  with  all  these  defects  combined. 
•  •»•  ••  •  • 

He  speaks  of  intemperance,  calling  it  the  **  overshadowing  curse  of  the 
loorld,'*  and  would  gladly  welcome  a  law  of  Masonry  ** declaring  the 
making  or  selling  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  a 
Masonic  crime,  and  excluding  from  the  Order  {Fraternity  he  means)  nil 
who  should  engage  in  such  occupations.*'  Wouldn't  that  be  such  a 
change  in  our  regulations  as  he  so  deprecates  in  another  portion  of  his 
address  when  inveighing  against  innovations  ? 

His  denunciations  of  intemperance  are  just  and  none  too  strong ;  bat 
the  law  he  desires  to  sec  enacted  w^ould  engraft  a  temperance  pledge 
upon  our  statutes  not  authorized  by  the  L/lndmabks,  ire  opine.  Yet  it 
may  be  that  signs  of  the  times,  pointing  to  this  evil  as  of  such  devaK- 
tatini;  and  prevalent  danger  to  the  public,  and  to  the  Craft,  may  war- 
rant f^uch  an  innovation  as  of  paramount  necessity.  We  must  not 
stand  still  and  be  slaughtered  by  u  tierce  and  advancing  enemy,  though 
our  general  orders  and  line  of  battle  (duty)  may  not  have  either  con- 
templated the  onslaught  or  suggested  the  counter-movement  requisite 
to  meet  the  danger.  Our  ancient  Brethren  did  not  know  all  that  was 
to  be,  and  Masonry  is  elastic  and  comprehensive  enough  to  meet  and 
overcome  new  as  well  as  old  emergencies. 

He  urges  attendance  and  interest  in  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Lodges,  and  thinks  the  skill  of  the  W.  M.'s  has  much  to  do  with  for- 
bidding or  eliciting  such  interest.  He  does  not  like  the  opening  and 
closing  in  all  cases  "on  the  Master's  Degree;"  thinks  it  tedious  and 
wearying  to  the  members.  In  this  he  opposes  opinions  prevalent  in 
other  and  older  jurisdictions. 

As  a  general  remark,  the  Grand  Master's  views  were  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  for  we  observe  only  one  notable  objection  to  his  recom- 
mendations. The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  having  rt;ported  ad- 
versely to  one  of  his  suggestions  (explained  in  the  resolutions  quoted 
annexed),  and  their  report  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Your  committee  admit  that  the  present  system  of  three  ballots  might 
in  a  very  few  ci\ses  work  a  hardship,  but  they  believe  it  the  safer  pUu 
of  the  two  proposed,  and  that  it  is  a  safeguard  which  should  not  rashly 
be  destroyed  ;  that  the  candidate  elected  to  receive  the  First  Degree, 
and  who  has  received  the  same,  has  received  all  that  the  lodge  promises 
to  give,  and  that  his  desires  and  wishes  should  be  recognized  as  saber- 
dinate  to  the  member  who  has  passed  all  the  ordeals  uf  Masonic  law, 
and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  lodge. 

To  provide  only  for  one  ballot  on  the  ground  that  the  candidate 
should  be  entitled  to  have  charges  preferred  and  a  trial  thereupon,  is 
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nntcDable.  as  that  woald  not  destroy  the  inherent  rigkt  of  every  brother 
to  object  without  giving  his  reaaous,  a  right  recogiuzed  as  approved 
Masonic  usage  by  all  jurisdictions. 

Your  committee  would  for  the  foregoing  reasons  recommend  that  the 
law  be  permitted  to  stand  as  it  now  is,  and  has  been,  since  the  first  or- 
ganization of  this  jurisdiction 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  special  report  on  Cuban, 
Scotland-Quebec,  and  Australian  involvements,  expressing  views- similar 
to  those  enunciated  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  advised  postponement — 
saying,  with  special  reference  to  Cuba  and  New  South  Wales  (Australia), 
both  at  that  date  applicants,  that  "we  believe  nltimate  good  will  be 
better  effected  by  waiting  than  in  hastening  recognition." 

The  same  Committee,  in  their  general  report  on 

OOBBESPONDENCE, 

From  the  pen  of  Bro.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary,  for  Commit- 
tee, present  a  very  considerate  review  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty  Amer- 
ican Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  1878.  His  refer- 
ences to  most  of  the  Reports  are  brief,  unsatisfactorily  so  in  some  in- 
stances, indicating  a  restraint  perhaps  in  the  necessity  of  avoiding  too 
heavy  a  printing  bill,  and  yet  anxious  to  do  the  needful  in  that  depart- 
ment, with  proper  regard  to  both  duty  and  courtesy,  and  thus  his  ScyUa 
and  t.harybdis  are,  rhetorically,  located  at  least  We  hope  for  other, 
and  frequent,  opportunities  to  read  after  Bro.  Hedges,  when  his  *'  bark  " 
shall  be  more  heavily  loaded  with  the  good  things  foreshadowed  by 
sample  in  this  '^argo,  and  no  lee-shore  or  threatening  trade  icinds  shall 
oppose  his  passage  through  the  narrows  of  reportoriat  sailing  difficul- 
ties.    Bon  voyage  next  time ! 

OBA.ND   OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Hiram  Knowles Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Cornelius  Hedges  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 18. 

NEBRASKA.  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  assembled  in  annual  communicatioD — its  twenty*sec- 
ond— at  Lincoln,  June  24th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present— James  A.  TuUeys,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  with  full 
complement  of  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  sixty-one  (of 
a  total  sixty-five)  constituent  Lodges.  Among  the  many  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives announced  as  present,  we  note  with  pletusure  that  Bro.  James 
W.  Chaddack  appeared  for  Alabama. 

M.  W.  Thomas  J.  Pickett,  "P.  G.  Master  of  Masons  in  Illinois  and 
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Kentucky,  (?)"  *'  entered  the  Grand  Lodge  and  was  received  with  due 
honor." 

Gmnd  MuHter  E.  K.  Valentine  was  unavoidably  absent,  and  bis  an- 
nual address  was  read  by  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary.  His  absence 
seems  to  have  extended  over  the  greater  portion  of  his  official  year,  and 
during  the  period  thereof,  R.  W.  D.  G.  Master,  James  A.  Tulleys,  gov- 
erned the  Craft  as  Grand  Master  pro  ienu 

There  were  two  addresses,  therefore,  presented,  that  of  the  G.  M.  be- 
ing devoted  mainly  to  the  rehearsal  of  the  events  and  ceremonial  inci- 
dent to  the  death  of  their  late  P.  G.  Master,  M.  W.  Frank  Welch, 
alluded  to  in  these  proceedings  with  great  regret  and  many  expressions 
of  admiration  and  love  for  his  character  and  works.  Ample  obsequies 
appropriate  to  the  occasion  were  observed  and  conducted  by  the  Giand 
Lodge  (and  Lodges)  in  Norfolk  and  at  Omaha,  assinted  by  Tempkr 
escort,  and  when  concluded  the  coffined  body  was  transferred  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, there  to  be  finally  interred  among  the  relicts  of  his  fore- 
fathers, to  mingle  with  kindred  dust.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts received  the  corpse  with  every  mark  of  distinguished  respect  for 
the  deceased,  and  with  comforting  sympathy  for  its  bereaved  Escort 
and  their  Grand  Lodge,  buried  the  body  with  ample  ceremony. 

Two  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  granted. 

We  copy  the  only  decisions  announced  by  acting  Grand  Master  Tul- 
leys, viz  : 

1.  There  is  no  law  in  this  jurisdiction  preventing  a  Lodge  from  met;t- 
ing  in  the  same  hall  with  other  secret  orders  not  masonic,  but  it  is  not 
advisable  where  it  can  be  conveniently  avoided. 

2.  There  is  no  law  prohibiting  the  organization  of  a  new  lodge  within 
eight  miles  of  un  old  one. 

3.  The  recommendation  by  a  lodge  of  a  petition  for  dispensation  does 
not  dimit  such  of  its  tnembers  as  are  petitioners. 

4.  A  member  of  a  lodge  in  another  jurisdiction  is  competent  as  a 
petitioner  for  a  Lodge  U.  D  in  this  jurisdiction,  but  the  lodge  recom- 
mending must  be  satisfied  that  he  is  in  good  standing  in  his  own  lod>^e. 

5.  An  officer  of  a  chartered  lodge  may  also  be  an  officer  of  a  lodi?e 
U.  D. 

G.  A  ballot  should  be  taken  on  petition  for  the  degrees  or  for  mem- 
bership, even  if  the  report  of  the  committee  be  unfavorable. 

7.  A  candidate  has  no  right  to  the  names  of  a  committee  who  report 
unfavorably  on  his  petition. 

Question.— Can  a  Masonic  Lodge  hold  Lodge  property  in  common 
with  a  Grange? 

Answer. — They  cannot. 

He  bad  officiated  on  22d  May  (current)  iu  laying  the  corner  stone  of 
a  Baptist  Church  in  Alexandria.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  Nebras- 
ka Baptists  are  not  quite  so  antagonistic  to  our  art  and  ways  as  in  some 
other  regions  they  seem  to  be. 
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Their  finances  bad  suffered  a  $711  11  collapse  by  the  failare  of  a 
baok  in  wLieb  the  Grand  Treasurer  bad  deposited  tbe  Grand  Lodge 
funds  in  his  keeping,  and  in  bis  name  as  Grand  Treasurer.  By  advice 
of  the  Special  Committee  in  charge  of  that  subject,  the  Grand  LodK6 
ordered  that  this  deficit  be  demanded  of  the  Grand  Treasured  and  his 
bondsmen,  and  if  not  paid,  suit  at  law  was  to  be  instituted.  (Rather 
severe,  we  think.) 

The  Grand  Representative  of  Manitoba  made  au  elaborate  report  on 
tho  ** little  unpleasantness"  in  that  jurisdiction,  which  is  well  written 
and  full ;  but  if  he  had  only  waited  a  little  longer,  his  Grand  Lodge 
would  have  saved  him  the  trouble  of  that  explanation,  and  he  would  not 
have  had  tbe  mortification  of  realizing  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mani- 
toba had  *'gone  back"  on  its  record  and  virtually  admitted  the  demands 
of  the  denounced  Schismatics. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Bro.  George  B.  France,  delivered  an  address  de- 
signed to  correct  the  impression  affirmation  of  some  that  Masonry  and 
Christianity  are  antagonistic. 

Tbe  speech  is  interesting  in  its  development  of  tbe  moral  and  truly 
religious  principles  and  (eaobings  of  Masonry,  which  is  well  done  ;  but 
we  do  not  see  that  be  proved  more  than  tbe  spiritual  negative  of  the 
proposition.  The  essence  of  true  Christianity  and  the  spirit  of  Mason- 
ry are  oue  and  indivisible,  just  as  truth  and  love  are  one  in  origin  and 
beneficf'nce.  Masonry  loves  both,  and  Christianity,  pure  and  undog- 
matized,  hath  these  common  and  endurable  foundations  also  ;  but  sect 
and  dogmatic  theology  has,  in  tbe  latter  days,  so  contorted  christian 
teaching  from  its  precious  and  simple  original  of  "love  one  another," 
that  its  present  practice  and  formalities  really  docs  seem  to  antagonize 
Masonry.    Would  it  were  not  so  ! 

No  report  on  Corbespondence. 

OBAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  RoUand  H.  Oakley Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  R.  Bowen  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Chartered  Lodges 65. 

NEVADA,  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  15th,  annual  communication  in  Vibginia  Citt, 
Tuesday,  10th  June,  A.  D.  1879.  Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Henry  L. 
Fish,  with  all  Grand  Officers  and  eighteen  (of  its  20)  constituent  Lodges 
represented. 

After  the  opening,  in  ample  form,  the  Grand  Muster  delivered  a  con- 
cise and  well  written  message  rehearsing  his  administrative  acts,  and 
recommending  needed  legislation. 
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He  announced  his  gratification  on  increased  interest  **iu  the  stady 
of  our  constitution  and  regulations  "  by  Masters  of  Lodges,  and  the  con- 
sequent "  decrease  of  applications  for  information  and  decisions." 
Good. 

He  is  infected,  we  fear,  with  the  ♦•  P.  Master  degree,**  infatoation  or 
rather,  if  we  may  say  it,  obscuration,  for  he  decides  that — 

No.  2.  No  other  Past  Master  being  available,  the  Master  re-elect 
should  install  the  subordiuate  officers  elect  of  his  Lodge,  and  bare- 
installed  as  Muster  as  soon  as  practicable. 

If  he  alludes  to  a  Lodge  P.  M.  '*all  right,"  Hud  that  is  our  construc- 
tion of  this  decision. 

He  alludes  to  the  Scotland-Quebec  trouble,  and  is  concise  as  well  as 
judicious  in  his  statement  of  the  case. 

He  also  speaks  regretfully  of  the  conflict  of  jurisdictions  in  Cuba,  and 
is  hopeful  of  speedy  reconciliation  because  the  contestants  "are  taking 
steps  ts  arrive  at  an  understanding"  (and  it  has  been  consummated). 

Their  relations  with  all  Grand  Bodies,  he  says,  **are  most  cordial,'' 
and  he  commends  the  system  of  Grand  Kepresentatives  as  tending  to 
promote  such  conditions  and  be  otherwise  beneficial. 

He  disapproves  of  the  practice  of  demanding  the  reimbursement, 
from  the  Bro.  Lodge,  of  moneys  piid  to  sojourning  applicants  for 
charity,  and  says  it  is  unmasonic. 

He  desires  uniformity  of  Work,  but  above  all  favors  harmony  and  the 
true  development  of  masonic  virtues,  e.  g. : 

We  should  secure  if  possible  uniformity  of  work  throughout  the  juris- 
diction. Without  this,  the  working  of  the  respective  Lodges  is  attended 
by  many  evils  which  other  Grand  Lodges  have  met  iu  a  proper  spirit 
and  overcome.  If  this  can  be  accomplished  by  harmonious  action  the 
eflfect  will  neceswirily  be  very  salutary,  but  if  likely  to  occasion  ill- 
feeling  or  discord  should  not  be  attempted.  For  however  beautiful  uni- 
formity iu  our  rituals  may  be,  however  perfect  our  system  ol  forms  and 
symbols,  tliey  are  valuable  only  as  they  represent  the  Masonic  virtues 
and  embellish  and  adorn  Masonic  principles.  Let  us  with  true  wisdom 
bold  fast  to  the  practical  and  real,  wherein  lies  the  strength  of  our  su- 
perstructure, while  adding  all  that  can  beautify  without  proving  an  ele- 
ment of  weakness.  The  prosperity  of  the  fraternity  depends  not  so 
much  upon  the  numbers  as  the  general  character  and  moral  standing  of 
thoso  who  march  beneath  its  banners.  Guard  well  the  portals  of  your 
Lodges  against  unsuitable  material.  Scrutinize  closely  the  mental 
qualifications  of  the  candidate.  If  he  is  addicted  to  the  vices  which  by 
our  regulations  are  defined  as  Masonic  ofifenses,  if  be  is  morose,  ill- 
tempered,  selfishly  ambitious  or  unable  to  brook  reasonable  authority, 
allow  none  such  to  enter  ;  for  the  acceptance  of  one  unruly  member 
may  prove  more  detriment^il  to  the  interests  of  the  Lodge  than  the  un- 
wise rejection  of  many  good  men  who  as  members  would  honor  it. 

Our  institution  needs  no  other  eulogy  than  the  simplest  recital  of  its 
history.     Springing  into  existence  through  the  yearniags  of  man's  bet- 
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ter  natDre  to  pierce  the  mysteries  and  revel  in  the  delights  of  a  higher 
exiHtence,  it  ever  prompted  them  to  purest  thoiigbt  aud  action  ;  and  in 
the  "dark  apes,"  when  ifrnorance,  depravity  and  superstition  held  high 
carnival,  it  shone  throughout  the  dreary  years  a  beacon  lif^ht  of  hope 
and  promise  and  led  the  way  to  virtue  and  enlightenment  It  has 
steadily  prop^ressed  in  the  past,  not  through  support  of  the  rich  and 
powerful,  but  as  founded  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  the  moral  law. 
It  progresses  in  the  present,  because  its  impressive  lessons  meet  a  hearty 
response  from  human  hearts.  It  will  progress  in  the  future  so  long  as 
promptings  of  man's  spiritual  being  tend  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought 
and  life.  It  will  decline  when  **  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul " 
and  **  charity  to  all  mankind '*  ceHso  to  be  landmarks;  when  temper- 
ance, benevolence  and  brotherly  affection  cease  to  be  virtues,  and  when 
justice,  love  and  truth  are  no  longer  cherished  as  attributes  of  true 
manhood. 

The  proceedings  before  ns  are  quite  interesting  in  many  respects,  and 
not  the  least  of  their  notable  doingK  was  the  oration  delivered  by  the 
Grand  Master  W.  Bro.  Tbemob  Coffin,  in  which  he  agreeably  specu- 
lates on  the  widely  divergent  opinions  existing  as  to  the  origin  of  Ma- 
sonry. We  do  not  accept  Bro.  C.'s  opinions  for  we  are  of  the  ancient 
regimey  but  still  can  appreciate  a  good  address  even  if  its  conclusions  do 
conflict  with  our  favorite  ideas.  He  is  a  very  expressive  Coffin,  {lively 
corpse  —to  use  the  expression  of  common  parlance)  and  we  give  a  quota- 
tion to  show  how  he  talks  the  dead  past  and  live  present,  viz : 

We  are  indebted  to  the  ancients,  possibly  to  King  Solomon,  for 
operative  Masonry,  and  Architecture  as  a  science  ;  to  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans lor  an  organized  system  of  operative  Masons  ;  to  the  Germans  of 
the  middle  ages  for  a  universal  brotherhood  of  Free  operative  Miisons  ; 
and  to  the  English  for  Free  and  Accepted  speculative  Masonry,  which 
to-day  encircles  the  earth  with  a  chain  of  benevolence  and  brotherly 
love. 

In  presenting  these  views  and  facts,  I  have  not  intended,  nor  been 
willing  to  wantonly  sbake  the  laith  of  any  brother  in  the  Legend  of  thu 
Craft  that  King  8olomou  organized  aud  presided  over  a  Lodge  similar 
to  the  one  in  which  we  are  now  convened.  But  it  rather  gives  me  more 
pleasure  to  view  Masonry  as  an  institution  that,  in  all  ages,  ha.s  adapted 
itself  to  the  then  better  instincts  and  wants  of  men,  an  itistitution 
which,  in  all  ages,  has  kept  pace  and  heart  and  sympathy  with  the 
progress  of  humanity.  Freemasonry  seems  always  to  have  grown  more 
vigorously  when  it  has,  to  some  extent,  been  under  the  hand  of  oppres- 
sion, or  at  least  under  the  ban  of  popular  opinion,  or  when  in  some 
way  it  cost  a  man  something  to  be  a  Mason.  Then  not  so  many 
knocked  for  admission  at  the  door  of  Masonry  simply  for  the  benefits 
they  might  derive  from  it— the  "loaves  and  fishes."  Then  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  applicants  came  actuated  by  a  desire  not  only  to  enjoy 
Freemasonry  themselves,  but  to  have  the  good  of  the  institution  at 
heart,  and  to  pass  it  down,  not  only  unimpaired,  but  richer  and  purer 
for  the  ejoyment  of  those  who  came  after.  It  is  a  grave  question,  one 
that  demands  the  earnest  consideration  of  all  true  Masons,  whether  or 
no  the  institution,  in  the  remarkable  prosperity  it  has  enjoyod  in  the 
last  half  century,  is  not  gathering  about  it  so  much  dead  weight  as  to 
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antimately  mar,  if  not  ruin,  the  beauty  of  proportion  and  the  RoHdity 
of  stractnre  of  its  ideal  temple. 

Another  and  still  more  acceptable  portion  of  the  proceedings  are  pre- 
sented in  the  general  report  on 

COU  BESPONDENCE 

By  Bro.  Robt.  H.  Taylor,  Chairman,  who,  as  he  is  a  jadicions  and 
painstaking  reviewer,  reasoning  logically  and  writing  classically,  always 
gives  US  an  enjoyable  and  nsefnl  treat  in  that  department  of  Grand 
Lodge  labor. 

The  present  report  reviews  the  proceedings  of  48  Grand  Lodges,  in- 
cluding those  of  Alabama  for  1878,  to  which  Bro.  T.  has  assigned  ample 
space,  as  well  as  commented  freely  upon  them. 

He  approves  of  the  sentiments  and  style  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong's 
address,  of  the  declarations  against  the  Grand  Orient  of  Franct* ,  and 
quoting  the  conclusion  of  the  report  of  Bro.  Titcomb,  says  it  **is  worthy 
of  carefal  perusal."  Agrees  with  the  deliverances  as  to  the  Cuba-Ck)loD 
and  Scotland-Qaebec  controversies. 

Does  not  approve  of  our  failure  to  install  re-elected  Grand  Officers, 
and  says  why  not  abolish  the  ceremony  of  installation  ? 

He  does  not  approve  of  our  law  which  prevents  Grand  Lodge  reversal 
of  Lodge  judgments  in  suspensions,  JSlc^  from  restoring  the  appellant 
to  Lodge  membership,  and  says  of  it : 

If  "justice"  be  indeed  a  cardinal  virtue,  then  such  amendment 
ought  to  be  adopted.  If  a  particular  Lodge  unlawfully  suspend  or  ex- 
pel a  brother,  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  reversing  or  abrogating 
such  judgment  Kbould  re-iuvesf  the  brother  with  ail  the  rights  of  which 
he  has  been  so  unlawfully  deprived.  El^e  full  justice  is  not  done.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  ••expediency  ;"  it  is  a  qaestion  of  right. 

We  would  gladly  did  our  limits  permit  refer  to  many  of  Bro.  T.'s  re- 
marks on  the  doings  and  opinions  in  other  jurisdictions,  but  we  most 
**  heigh  on  "  towards  our  conclusion. 

OBAifD  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Dewitt  0.  McKenney Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  D.  Hammond  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges  20. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  assembled  its  thirteenth  annual  commanication  in  the 
city  of  St.  John,  April  27th,  A.  D.  1880. 
Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Robert  Marshall,  with  Grand  Officers 


1880.]  APPENDIX.  175 

(f>  of  whom  were  appointed  to  supply  absentee  vacancies)  and  the  Kep- 
resentatives  of  15  (of  33)  constituent  Lodp^es. 

We  note  just  here  that  the  proceedings  of  their  r2th  annaal  meeting; 
is  miesing  from  our  catalogue,  as  our  last  review— 1870— was  devoted 
to  the  nth,  and  that  of  1878  including  the  10th  annual. 

The  minutes  before  us  indicate  a  moderately  busy  session,  but  de- 
voted mainly  to  matters  of  local  need  and  import. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  short  and  comprehensive,  yet  appro- 
priate.    He  says  of  their  condition  and  prosperings  : 

We  have  passed  through  many  changes,  yet,  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
change,  the  good  work  which  it  is  the  object  and  aim  of  our  institution 
to  extend  and  advance  — not  only  in  this  city  of  Saint  John  but  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Province,  from  the  liestigouche  to 
the  Saint  Croix — has  prospered,  and  to-day  peace  and  harmony  prevail, 
and  an  abiding  faith  animates  our  membership  as  to  tbe  success  of  our 
endeavors  to  give  point  and  force  to  the  work  which  we  all  so  deeply 
love.  I  suppose  at  no  time  during  the  existence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  there  been  so  much  real  quiet  in  our  fraternity  ;  indeed,  it  perhaps 
may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  notice  the  comparative  absence  of  any 
"hum"  in  masonry  ;  and  perhaps  that  is  not  to  be  regretted,  for,  to  my 
mind,  our  work  is  of  such  a  character,  and  is  so  deeply  grounded,  that 
its  interests  are  best  advanced  by  steady,  unobtrusive,  persistent  effort 

Announces,  with  lament,  the  death  of  P.  Jr.  Grand  Deacon  Charles 
F.  Bourne  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  notices,  with  expressions  of  sympa- 
thy for  the  Grand  Lodge  bereaved,  the  demise  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
Israel  M.  Bulloch  of  Connecticut. 

They  had  had  a  successful  Masonic  Fair,  "in  aid  of  the  Freemason's 
Hall,"  (replacing  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  in  1877;  and  had  a  pleasant 
as  well  as  prosperous  ••time  of  it."  The  Grand  Master  reports  the  net 
profit  result  at  the  handsome  sum  of  $5,908  JO.  This  is  largely  over 
the  average  Fair  results. 

Among  other  improvements,  they  are  paying  special  attention,  with 
successful  indications,  to  the  improvement  and  extension  of  their 
Grand  Lodge  Library. 

We  like  the  character  business,  as  well  as  method  of  their  official  re- 
ports, including,  of  course,  the  work  of  tho  committees,  of  which  that 
of  '•general  purposes"  is  chief. 

The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuua,  and 
also  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  were  recognized.  Of  the 
latter  the  committee  say  that  it  '•appears  to  have  been  regularly  formed 
by  the  consiitulional  number  of  Lodges,  in  a  colony  having  local  self- 
government  ;"  which  is  >iol  our  understanding  of  the  matter,  and  we 
beg  to  enquire  what  is  a  consWutionnl  number  of  Lodges  as  applied  to 
the  creation  of  a  new  jurisdiction?  We  can  see  no  propriety  in  the  use 
of  snob  terms  in  that  direction.     Our  information  is  that  a  majority  of 
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the  Lodp[e8  in  that  Province  have  not  jissented  to  the  proposed  change 
of  government,  and  that  consent,  wanting  the  approval  of  the  Mother 
Grand  Lodges — England  and  Scotland — is  the  sine  qua  non  of  the  sitna- 
tion. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Robert  Marshall  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  F.  Banting  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

l^umber  of  Chartered  Lodges 33. 

NEW  HAMPSfflRE,  1880. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  Qlst  annual  communication  at  Concobd,  ^lay 
19th,  A.  D.  1880.  This  was  preceded  by  the  usual  semi-annual  meet- 
ing, December  30th,  1879,  held  *'for  the  exomplification  of  the  work  iu 
the  three  degrees,"  at  Manchester. 

Present  and  presiding  on  both  occasions,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  SoIod 
A.  Carter,  and  Grand  Officers  generally,  with  a  good  representatioa 
from  constituent  Lodges,  at  the  annual  52  (of  76)  Lodges  were  repre- 
sented. Several  Grand  Representatives  (but  none  from  Alabama)  are 
recorded  as  present 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  long,  but  devoted  mainly  to  jurisdic- 
tional topics  and  controversies.  Several  cases  arc  pending,  inherited 
from  previous  years  ;  one,  at  least,  against  Massachusetts,  i»  of  very 
little  force  in  itself,  judging  from  the  elaborate  report  of  the  committee, 
and  deriving  its  animus  mainly  from  a  supposed  habitual  disregnrd  of 
masonic  comity,  by  lodges  of  the  latter  jurisdiction,  iu  accepting  re- 
jected material  of  New  Hampshire  and  working  it  up  without  consent, 
JSlc.  Such  acts,  it  true,  as  intimated,  are  likely  to  produce  confosioo 
and  ill-feeling. 

The  Grand  Master  bad  refused  one  application  (and  granted  one)  for 
a  dispensation  to  organize  a  new  lodge.  Granted  thirty-four  special 
dispensations  during  the  year,  for  legitimate  purposes,  it  is  true,  bat  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  necessity  for  some  of  them  is  quite  problematical, 
indicating  too  much  law,  as,  for  insUince,  when  a  public  installation  of 
lodge  officeis  requires  a  special  dispensation.  We  think  we  see,  too, 
in  the  Reports  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  others,  though  we 
confess  thnt  they  are  able  and  well  reasoned  deliverances,  similar  indi- 
cations, for  it  is  evident  to  our  mind,  that  Rules  requiring  such  dis- 
plays of  legal  knowledge  and  acumen  for  their  illustration,  are  quite  too 
intricate  for  the  ready  comprehension  of  the  average  masonic  mind. 

His  decisions  relate  altogether  to  local  law ;  in  them,  however,  we 
note  that  he  opposes  legislative  incorporation  of  lodges,  and  aleo  the 
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right  io  claim  reimbursement  for  charities  bestowed  upon  sojoamers  iu 
one  bnt  belonging  to  another  lodge  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lodge  engaged  pleasantly  and  creditably  in  the  ceremo- 
nial dedication  of  the  Soldiers  Monument,  at  Manchester,  September 
11th.  1879. 

In  the  matter  of  discipunb,  the  Grand  Master  reminds  his  Lodge 
that  **it  is  contrary  to  masonic  law  and  justice  to  pass  judgment  upon 
any  party  without  a  fair  and  impartial  trial/'  and  this  has  reference  to 
a  case  of  a  snap  judgment  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session,  where- 
by the  Grand  Master  was  forced  to  suspend  the  charter  of  his  own 
Lodge  (Social  Friends  No.  42)  under  a  resolution  declaring  that  Lodge 
guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  and  ordering  such  proceeding,  while  at 
the  same  time  providing  for  a  commission  to  try  the,  supposed,  offend- 
ing Lodge.  The  charter  was  suspended,  the  Commission  tried  the  case 
and  acquitted  the  Lodge  of  intentional  disregard  of  Grand  Lodge  rules, 
and  the  charter  was  restored.  "Justice  tempered  with  mercy,"  was 
not  the  rule  in  that  case. 

Excepting  in  the  matters  incidentally  objected  to  above,  we  find  no 
fault  with  work  of  this  industrious,  intelligent  and  evidently  prosper- 
ous branch  of  our  great  Gbaft  family,  called  by  this  and  other  Grand 
Masters  Order  instead  of  Fraternity.  We  confess  to  a  dislike  for  that 
Obdzb  nomenclature,  and  consider  it  unmasonic. 

The  department  of 

COBBESPONDEMCE 

Is  represented  by  an  excellent  and  discriminating  report  from  the  pen 
of  Bro.  A.  S.  Wait,  who  is  still  at  the  helm  reportorial,  and  doing  good 
service  in  his  vocation.  The  Alabama  Report  for  1878  receives  appro- 
priate attention,  being  one  among  fifty-five  reports  of  Grand  Lodges 
reviewed  in  this  "deliverance.'* 

Do  not  fear,  Bro.  W.,  as  to  the  Masonic  Endowment  project,  as  to 
Alabama.  We  squashed  it  in  our  jurisdiction  ;  but  our  sister  of  Mis- 
sissippi, alas,  has  embarked  in  the  insurance  (called  in  the  olden  time 
"assurance")  business,  but  this  departure,  we  opine,  will  not  be  "for 
long.'*    It  is  too  radical  an  innovation  to  "stay.** 

OBAND   OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Andrew  Bunton Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  George  P.  Cleaves  (re-elected). . . ,   Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chartered  Lodges , 76. 

12 
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NEW  JERSEY,  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lod^e  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  be}d  its  93d  au- 
nual  commaaication  in  the  city  of  TroDtoii,  commenciog  January  2l8t, 
A.  D.  1880. 

Present— M.  W.  Grand  Master  Hamilton  Walhs,  with  the  osaal  con- 
Btitaents  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Masters  and  Representatives  of 
13-1  of  (a  total  of  148)  its  subordinate  Lodges. 

We  note,  also,  the  presence  of  numerous  Grand  Representatives, 
many  jurisdictions  being  thus  represented,  but  Alabama,  we  regret  to 
say,  was  not.  The  visitors,  as  a  general  rule,  are  listed,  and  the  names 
ot  their  Lodges  also  given  in  these  proceedings,  which  is  a  method 
quite  worthy  of  remark  and  imitation. 

The  book  of  minutes  before  us,  in  addition  to  its  general  merit  as  a 
faithful  record  of  interesting  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  is  adorned 
with  au  excellout  steel  eugrnving.  displaying  the  manly  countenance  of 
P.  G.  M.  ISA.A.C  Van  Wagonfji,  G.  M.  from  1860  to  1863,  inclusive,  with 
whose  character  as  a  notable  and  most  useful  Masonie  Worthy,  all 
readers  of  New  Jersey  records  are  familiar.  He  is  still  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  their  Grand  Lodge  work,  as  Chairman  of  an  important 
Standing  Committee,  and  otherwise. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  suitable  and  able  message,  present- 
ing many  topics  of  interest  to  the  Craft,  which  are  treated  with  judg- 
ment and  earnestness. 

He  alludes  feelingly,  in  memoriam,  to  the  worthy  dead  of  his  own 
and  neighboring  jurisdictions,  among  the  former  the  death  of 

R.  W.  THOS.  J.  COBSON,  M.  D., 

Is  announced  with   expressions  of  regret  at  his  loss,  and  in  terms  of 
eulogy  and  respect  well  deserved  by  one  whose  fame  tor  masonic  virtaes 
had  become  endeared  to  the  Cnift  abroad  as  well  a«  at  home,  for  works 
of  signal  and  general  benefit  to  his  fellows. 
The  Grand  Master  gives  a  good  account  of  his  Craftsmen,  saying : 

I  can  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  perfect  peace  and  harroouj 
that  has  prevailed  throughout  our  borders  since  you  committed  into  my 
bands  the  government  of  the  Craft.  The  few  misunderstandings  that 
have  arisen  have  been  easily  and  speedily  put  to  rest  by  an  appeal  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  Brethren  and  their  loyalty  to  Masonry,  and  with- 
out resorting,  in  a  single  instance,  to  the  punitive  powers  entrusted  to 
your  Grand  Master. 

The  Brethren  generally  have  striven,  with  one  accord,  to  liv«  together 
in  harmony  and  liave  loyally  devoted  themselves  to  promotin(>  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Fmternity.  I  confidently  predict  that  their  faithfulnetts 
will  be  rewar<led  by  an  exhibition  of  unexpected  prosperity  throagboat 
the  jurisdiction. 
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Dnder  the  head  of  Foreign  Jubisdictions  he  thus  speaks  of  the  Scot- 
land-Qaebec  estrangemeot,  viz  : 

The  M.  W.  Graud  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  seen  fit  to  warrant  two 
Lodges  within  territory  occupied  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Qaebec. 
Althonp^h  the  Grand  Lodges  upon  this  continent  have,  almost,  if  not 
quite,  noanimously,  protested  m  the  strongest  terms  against  this  inva- 
sion, no  attention  hns  been  paid  to  their  protests,  and  the  grievance 
still  exists.  Trae,  the  field  thus  invaded  was  once  her  own,  bnt  she 
surrendered  it,  and  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
occupation  by  her  acquiescence,  reHume  possession.  The  fact  that  an 
unfortunate  dispute  has  arisen  between  the  two  Grand  Lodges,  and  they 
have  Keverally  withdrawn  their  representatives  from  each  other,  cannot, 
by  any  course  of  reasoning,  justify  such  on  invasion  unless  the  unwar- 
rantable assumption  is  made  that  the  recognition  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  is  neces&\ry  tor  the  existence  of  a  Grand  Lodge.  On 
the  same  principle,  that  Grand  Lodge,  not  being  in  fraternal  relations 
with  several  American  Graud  Lodges,  is  vacant  territory.  Upon  this 
principle,  our  own  territory  might  be  subject  to  invasion  at  any  time. 
It  ift,  therefore,  due  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  other  Grand  Lodges,  that 
we  should  not  hesitate  to  act  promptly  and  vigorously  when  the  proper 
time  arrives.  But  extreme  measures  should  not  be  resorted  to  without 
the  most  careful  deliberation,  and  only  when  it  shall  appear  that  there 
is  no  other  course  consistent  with  the  vital  principle  of  exclusive  terri- 
torial jurisdiction,  for  which  New  Jersey  has  always  so  vigorously  con- 
tended. 

His  deciKions  are  numerous,  but  relate  mainly  to  jurisdictional  law. 
One  decision,  viz,  **  a  maJorUy  vote  of  the  members  present  is  sufficient 
to  excuse  a  Brother  from  voting  upon  a  question  before  the  Lodge.'* 
was  disented  to  by  the  **  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  Charity," 
who  report  '*  that  a  three- fourths  vote  of  the  members  present  at  a  regu- 
lar communication  of  a  Lodge  was  necessary,"  &c.  No  reason  is  as- 
signed for  the  decision  of  dissent  We  know  of  no  masonic  law  or  rule 
applicable  to  the  case  in  question,  but  are  inclined  to  favor  the  majority 
rule.  The  Grand  Master  issued  a  list  of  instructions  to  Lodges  sug- 
gestive of  principles  likely  to  be  touched  upon  by  By-Laws  of  subor- 
dinates, and  in  it  he  has  as  it  were  forestalled  the  necessity  for  future 
decisions  on  those  points.  We  quote  his  instructions  in  full,  remark- 
ing that  his  views  as  expressed  in  numbers  2,  3  and  4,  are  not  in  accord 
with  our  usage,  while  those  of  number  5,  though  undoubtedly  true  and 
masonic,  are  as  unquestionably  sadly  neglected  and  infringed  in  most 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  assemblies.  We  think  it  a  serious  evil  that  such, 
so-called,  parliamentary  usages  are  so  generally  resorted  to,  in  our 
Grand  Communications,  to  cut  short  debate  and  get  rid  of  topics  deemed 
inappropriate.  The  effect  of  all  such  motions  is  inimical  to  harmony 
and  good  fellowship : 

1.  Neither  payment  of  an  affiliation  fee  nor  of  daes  accming  during 
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dimission,  cad  be  required  of  a  dimitted  Brother  as  a  coDditioii  to  his 
affiliation  with  the  Lodge  from  which  he  dimitted. 

2.  Any  By-Law  of  a  SabordiDute  Lodge  prohibiting  members  who 
are  in  arrears  for  dues,  from  being  elected  to  or  holding  office,  before 
they  have  been  regalarly  suspended,  is  void. 

3.  It  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  Worshipful  Master  to  call  Special 
Communications  of  his  Lodge.  A  By-Law  requiring  him  to  do  so,  upon 
the  application  of  any  number  of  Brethren,  is.  therefore,  void. 

4  A  By-Law  which  attempts  to  enumerate  Masonic  offences  is  dan- 
gerous, and  its  adoption  or  continuance  is  prohibited. 

5.  Motions  to  **lay  upon  the  table"  and  for  "the  previous  question,'* 
cannot  bo  entertained  in  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

6.  Du^  in  a  Mitsonic  Lodt^e  should  be  uniform.  A  By-Law  pre- 
scribing different  rates  of  dues  for  different  classes  of  Brethren,  is, 
therefore,  void, 

7.  The  Worrthipful  Master  only  is  nuthorized  to  appoint  the  subordi- 
nate offi-ers  of  his  Lodge. 

8.  Notice  of  a  proposed  change  in  the  By-Laws  of  a  Lodge,  should 
be  given  to  every  member  thereof  who  can  be  reached,  before  action  is 
taken  thereon  by  the  Lodge. 

9.  The  duties  of  the  Treasurer  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge,  as  prescribed 
by  the  Ritual,  are  to  pay  out  its  moneys  only  by  order  of  the  Worship- 
ful Master,  with  the  consent  of  the  L  >dge.  Any  By-Law  requiring  him 
to  pay  the  funds  of  the  Lodge  to  its  Trustees  or  any  other  person,  with- 
out such  order,  is,  therefore,  void. 

10.  A  ballot  once  cast  cannot  be  withdrawn. 

11.  Applications  for  dimits  should  be  in  writing,  signed  by  the  ap- 
plicant.    No  torms  of  such  application  should  be  prescrit>ed. 

12.  A  Subordinate  Lodge  cannot  prescribe  the  duties  of  its  Worship- 
ful Master  or  Wardens. 

13.  It  is  the  right  of  any  member  to  propose  amendments  to  the  By- 
Laws  of  his  Lodge. 

14.  The  Worshipful  Master  cannot  be  required  to  give  to  his  Lodge 
his  reasons  for  the  exercise  of  his  discretion. 

In  regard  to  By-Laws  generally,  I  would  recommend  to  the  Brethren, 
that  they  be  made  )is  short  and  conci^^e  as  possible  Nothing  is  gaiued 
by  prolixity,  nor  by  repeating  and  re-enacting  provisions  contiiued  in 
the  .Coustitutiun,  By-Liws,  General  Regulations,  or  Code  of  Trial  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  They  arc  for  constant  use  m  the  Lodge,  and  should 
be  so  short  as  to  be  readily  retained  in  the  memory  of  most  of  the 
Brethren. 

Of  the  Work  and  Ritual,  he  says : 

I  can  safely  congratulate  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  nnitormity  in 
the  ••  Work  "  of  the  Order  which  has  been  attained  in  New  Jersey.  We 
are  now  beginning  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  long  struggle  to  reach  per- 
fection, and  are  rapidly  surmounting  all  difficulties.  That  the  woriL 
as  rendered,  is  perfect,  cannot,  of  course,  be  claimed,  for  the  instra- 
ments  through  which  it  is  disseminated  are  but  human.  I  have  always 
insisted,  however,  that  the  work,  as  rendered  by  the  proper  officers, 
must  be  received  and  followed  without  question  or  comment.  To  per- 
mit any  willful  deviation  from  this  pourse  would  necess}\rily  result  in 
couliision.  The  Craft  generally,  acqui&scing  in  the  wisdom  of  this  re- 
quirement, whatever  may  have  been  the  private  opiDioos  of  individuaLi, 
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has  endeavored  faithfally  to  conform  lo  the  spirit  of  the  resolntiona 
adopted  last  January. 

The  Finances  are  represented  by  the  Grand  Master  as  not  satisfac* 
torily  conditioned,  and  he  calls  the  serioas  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  the  fact  that  their  expenses  exceed  the  income,  some  about  $1,500, 
caused  by  u  reduction  of  Lodge  dues.  He  intimates  the  propriety  of 
increased  contributions  to  relieve  this  embarrassment,  rather  than  by  a 
resort  to  piecemeal  reductions  of  their  "accumulated  fund"  to  supply 
deficiencies  which  should  burden  present  resources  and  not  be  thrown 
upon  their  "predecessors  or  successors." 

In  conclusion  he  says  (we  quote  approvingly,  objecting  only  to  the 
Order  Irutairacy ;  ours  is  a  Fraternity)  : 

And  now  our  work  is  before  us,  let  us  approach  it  with  a  determina- 
tion to  do  that  which  we  conscientiously  believe  will  result  in  the 
greatest  good  to  all  Let  us  lay  aside  all  selfish  thoughts  and  consid- 
erations, and  uuite  heartily  in  an  earnest  endeavor  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  Order,  that  so  justly  claims  our  affectionate  and  loyal 
devotion.  Individually,  we  are  of  little  moment,  but  drops  in  the  great 
stream  that  rushes  on  to  eternity.  Perhaps  the  sunlight  of  prosperity 
may  illumine  one  of  us  more  brilliantly  than  his  fellows,  but  it  is  only 
for  a  moment,  and  he  is  soon  lest  in  the  mighty  current.  The  great 
stream  of  Masonry  has  rolled  on  for  agea.  gathering  new  force  with 
every  passing  year,  and  will  so  continue  for  ages  yet  to  come.  The 
drops  that  compose  it— who  and  what  are  they?  We  can  single  out  a 
few  brilliant  ones  at  our  feet,  but  in  a  very,  very  little  time  they  are  in- 
distinguishable. How  insignificant,  then,  are  personal  projects  or  am- 
bitions ;  how  vitally  important  that  the  great  river  should  continue  un- 
disturbed in  its  proper  channel ;  its  purity  unsullied,  its  power  un- 
broken to  the  end. 

p.  M.  CAIiVIN  O.  BUST, 

Noted  under  review  of  Masssachusette,  as  the  vendor  of  the  so-called 
"Egyptian  Rite,  &c.,  and  recorded  in  Michigan  as  a  disturber  of  the 
peace  of  that  jurisdiction  ;  is  noticed  in  New  Jersey,  the  starting  point 
of  his  Masonic  career,"  as  a  disgrace  to  the  jurisdiction  while  his  name 
appears  upon  their  roll."  But  the  Lodge  to  which  he  belonged  in  New 
Jersey  had  surrendered  its  charter  and  as  be  had  not  affiliated  with  any 
other,  but  had  left  the  jurisdiction,  a  difficulty  was  thus  interposed  in 
bringing  him  to  trial  and  meting  out  to  him  his  just  deserts  of  expul- 
sion, &c. 

Two  days  of  diligent  labor  sufficed  to  complete  the  work  of  the  Grand 
Communication. 

CORBESPONDENCB 

]Lb  ably  represented  in  the  very  acceptable  report  of  Bro.  James  A.  Nor- 
ton.    He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  lifty-oue  Grand  Lodges,  incloaivQ 
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of  those  of  Alabama  for  1H78,  and  we  thiiuk  him  for  bis  coDrteoas  aod 
acceptable  references  thereto.  He  also  closes  his  rei>ort  with  a  valuable 
compendiam  of  intelligence  from  Foreign  Grand  Lodges. 

He  speaks  moderately  and  wisely  as  to  the  controversies  pending  be- 
tween Grand  Lodges,  involving  both  jurisdictional  rights  and  the  right 
to  recognition— Scotland  and  Qaebec  representing  the  0nit,  and  Cuba 
and  Colon  (then  pending  bat  now  adjusted)  prominent  among  the  latter 
class  of  disputants.  Of  the  Grund  Orient  of  France  and  her  late  dis- 
grace ho  is  en  rapport  with  the  general  American  sentiment,  and  speaks 
of  her  being  "shunned  and  disowned  as  both  spurious  and  dangerous.** 

Here  we  have  reached  the  ultimate  of  our  space  appropriated  to  New 
Jersey  and  must  on  to  other,  but  hardly  more  inviting,  repasts. 

OBAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Hamilton  Wallis  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Joseph  H.  Hough  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges Ii8. 

NEW  MEXICO,    1880. 

We  are  glad  again  to  acknowledge  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Mexico,  the  present  volume  details  the  work  and  deliv- 
erances of  its  second  annual  communication,  held  at  Santa  Fe,  January 
5th,  A.  D.  1880. 

Pleased  are  we  also  to  observe  and  record  the  steady  progress  of  this 
now  sister  towards  excellence  in  the  wisdom,  strength  and  beauty  of 
true  masonic  progress  and  development 

Stationed  as  she  is  on  the  confines  of  our  South-western  civilizatioo, 
surrounded  by  the  mongrel  peoples  of  the  once  proud  and  ambitioois 
but  now  effete  nation  of  (old )  Mexico,  or  else  subject  to  tho  contentions 
and  irregularities  of  nomadic  Indian  tribes,  whose  restlessness  and  bar- 
baric habits  render  them  alike  '*  uncertain  and  hard  to  please,''  and 
whose  fierce  war  whoop,  causing  terror  to  the  timid,  and  admonishing 
the  bravest  hearts  to  caution  and  preparation  for  self-defence,  follows 
so  quickly  upon  the  lull  of  periodic  peace  as  to  give  little  token  of  the 
war  clouds  which  ever  and  anon  sweep  over  her  valleys  with  the  form 
of  mountain  torrents.  Here,  standing  as  the  advance  guard  o!  Anglo* 
Saxon  civilization,  resisting  alike  the  terrors  of  savage  foemen  and  the 
still  more  difficult,  because  insidious  and  degrading,  opposition  of  a 
mongrel  race,  it  is,  we  repeat,  gratifying  in  the  extreme  that  to  mason- 
ry, through  this  prosperous  and  efficient  Grand  Lodge  instramentalitv, 
^s  been  assigned  the  duty  of  holding  aloft  the  torch  of  progress,  and 
guarding  these  outposts  of  our  American  frontier  from  the  disorganiz- 
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ing  effects  of  savageism  and  mongrelism  combined.  That  they  will 
conqner  the  fight,  spread  the  light  of  trnth  and  charity,  conserve  peace 
and  promote  social  and  patriotic  duty,  is  already  a  foregone  conclnsion. 
As  in  California,  daring  its  transition  period  from  Mejcican  rule  and 
habit  to  American  domination,  it  was  Masonbt,  with  its  conservative 
and  enlightened  influences,  that  brought  order  out  of  chaos  ;  so  now  in 
New  Mexico  the  same  gentle  but  pervasive  agency  will  control  the 
elements  of  confusion,  and  bring  about  the  blessed  conditions  of  peace 
and  estabUshmeni. 

At  the  communication  under  review,  the  constituent  Lodges  were 
fully  represented,  and  the  work  of  the  session,  extending  through  the 
fourth  day,  seems  to  have  been  efficiently  performed. 

The  disputed  confVoi  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  over  Silver  City 
Lodge,  siill  claimed  (at  that  date)  as  under  that  jurisdiction,  though 
undoubtedly  within  the  territory  of  New  Mexico,  is  still  causing  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  the  latter,  and  eliciting  from  her  strong  and  well-ex- 
pressed remonstrances. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  on  this  occasion,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a 
first  class  executive  message,  discusses  very  elaborately  as  well  as  abl}* 
the  question  of  jurisdiction  involved  in  this  dispute.  We  have  already 
**said  our  say"  as  to  a  similar  controversy,  and  are  uncompromisingly 
opposed  to  any  such  limitation  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  as  the  claims 
of  Missouri,  if  admitted,  would  necessitate,  and  will  only  repeat  here 
the  forcible  remark  of  the  editor  of  the  Keystone,  quoted  by  G.  M. 
William  W.  Griffin,  in  his  address,  viz  : 

••  Tliai  Grand  Lodge  is  no  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  which  has  subor- 
dinate Lodges  within  her  boundaries  that  pay  honor  and  tribute  to  a 
foreign  body.  To  term  such  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge  is  to  mis- 
name it.  It  is  but  a  fractional  body— an  anomalous  Provincial  Grand 
Lodge.  It  is  the  creature  of  circumstances,  not  a  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent entity.  Every  Grand  Body  in  Masonry  must  be  sovereign.  This 
is  the  rightful  doctrine  of  American  Masonic  law." 

Adding  that,  in  our  opinion,  a  Sovereignty  restricted  is  a  power  im- 
potent to  control  or  govern.  Independent  or  Subject  is  the  alternative 
of  Grand  Lodge  conditions. 

Of  the  condition  of  Masonry  in  New  Mexico  the  Grand  Master  says : 

I  am  much  gratified  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  report  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  is  exceptionally  good.  Peace 
and  harmony  have  prevailed,  leaving  nothing  to  regret  but  the  fact  that 
one  Lodge— Silver  City*— has  made  no  returns  or  paid  any  dues.     The 

*  Silver  City  i8  the  Ixxlgo  over  which  Misaouri  claims  JurlBdiction  ;  but,  we 
Jndf^e  from  tho  lights  before  us,  it  is  governed  by  neither  Grand  Lodge,  and  is  in 
an  anomalous  condition,  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  controversy  heretofore  al- 
luded to,  though  in  the  meantime  reporting  to  Missouri. 
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otber  Lod^efi  have  all  promptly  mnde  rotarns  and  paid  their  daes,  from 
which  it  appears  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  discipline  ex- 
cept for  non-payment  of  daes. 

There  have  been  few  accessions  to  Masonry  in  this  jarisdiction  daring 
the  past  Manooic  year,  which  of  itself  is  no  cause  of  regret. 

The  balance  of  cash  in  the  Grand  Treasury  was  $16  37  on  the  3l8t 
December,  1879,  but  was,  by  voluntary  contributions,  increased  to 
$346  37  during  the  month  of  January,  1880,  thus  sub»titnting  a  desira- 
ble fulness  for  the  previous  shortness  of  funds. 

R.  W.  David  J.  Miller,  Qrand  Secretary,  was  recognized  as  Grand 
Representative  for  Alabama,  and  P.  G.  M.  Palmer  J.  Pillans  is  recorded 
as  the  appointee  to  represent  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Mexico  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

The  Cuba-Colon  contest  is  ably  discussed  in  a  special  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  concluding  by  recommending 
the  Brethren  of  Cuba,  by  mutual  concessions  among  themselves,  to 
reconcile  these  contentions.  In  a  note  appended,  the  Grand  Secretary 
and  Chairman  announces  the  amicable  adjustment  of  the  dispute  by 
mutual  agreement. 

The  same  Committee  made  a  general  and  very  satisfactory 

REPOBT  ON   CX)RRE8PONDElfCE, 

Proving  that  that  department,  as  well  as  of  the  book  of  minutes,  is  well 
and  properly  mastered.  In  the  special  report,  Bro.  Miller  is  on  the 
record  as  Chairman,  while  the  general  review  is  signed  by  Bro.  A.  L. 
Huggins,  for  the  Committee,  but  from  certain  indications  we  must  con- 
clude that  Bro.  Miller  had  "a  hand  in  "  the  last  as  well  as  the  first  de- 
liverance on  Correspondence. 

However,  we  are  pleased  with  the  report  of  Bro.  Huggins,  and  wel- 
come him  cordially  to  the  fellowship  of  Reviewent. 

The  report  before  us  reviews  the  proceediugs  of  38  Grand  Lodges, 
and  is  full  of  judicious  comments  thereon. 

The  Committee  possibly  are  a  little  t«>o  tarl  on  Missouri,  and  we  are 
not  quite  sure  but  that  its  retort  on  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  for  offeoces 
considered  provoking,  might  not  have  been  better  left  unsaid,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  appropriate  and  exhaustive  argumeut  on  that  topic  of 
the  Grand  Master's  address.  We  quote,  in  exemplification  of  this  re- 
mark, a  few  paragraphs  illustrating  the  Committee's  mode  of  ngoinder 
to  Missouri,  viz  : 

So.  notwithstanding  Missouri  had  acknowledged  our  Grand  Lod^e 
"as  the  supreme  Masonic  authority  "  in  the  Territory,  we  are  now  told 
by  the  Grand  Master,  backed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  we  are  nothing 
of  the  kind -that  it  was  all  a  joke.     But  this  is  not  the  best  of  the 


1880.  J  APPENDIX.  185 

joke.  After  the  issne  of  the  edict  above  quoted  and  at  the  same  gen- 
eral seRsion  the  Grand  Lodge  as  Rolemnly  issaes  another  as  directly  in- 
consistent with  the  former  as  day  is  to  night,  as  right  is  to  wrong,  as 
truth  IS  to  falnehood.  But  this  time  the  subject  is  Quebec  and  Scot- 
land, not  poor,  dear  New  Mexico,  and  here  is  the  edict  as  to  the  rights 
of  Quebec : 

1.  Besdved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  hereby  proclaims  her 
firm  and  unyielding  adhesion  to  the  doctrine— so  lonfs;  maintained  by 
her— of  the  exclusive  Masonic  jurisdiction  of  every  Grand  Lodge  within 
the  territory  to  which  the  authority  of  said  Grand  Lodge  extends. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  will  sustain  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  in  maintaining  its  exdiisive  jurisdiction  throughout 
the  territory  of  said  Province. 

It  is  not  "'my  bull"  this  time  but  somebody's  else.  We  would  nol 
speak  disrespectfully  or  irreverently  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  can- 
not forbear  to  ask  if  it  has  not  badly  stultified  itself? 

The  word  *' exclusive  "  is  in  italics  as  it  comes  to  us,  which  indicates 
that  it  was  to  be  accepted  as  expressing  its  full  force  emphasized.  This 
word  admits  of  no  misconstruction — any  one  must  be  the  merest  sophist 
who  would  suggest  to  it  a  double  meaning.  Yet,  atter  the  adoption  of 
these  recommendations  and  resolutions,  Missouri  has  placed  herself  in 
the  anomalous  position  of  announcing  to  the  world  that  **  supreme  Ma- 
sonic authority  "  does  not  mean  supreme  Masonic  authority.at  all,  and 
that  ••exclusive'*  may  be  supposed  to  mean  anything  or  nothing. 

The  Committee  review  the  Alabama  proceedings  of  1878  quite  accep- 
tably, giving  them  ample  space  and  due  consideration,  for  which  our 
thanks  are  due  and  tendered. 

OBAND  OFFICEjRS. 

M.  W,  Bro.  William  L.  Rynerson Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  David  J.  Miller  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 4. 

NEW  YORK,  1880. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  N«w  York  has  reached  its  99th  anniver- 
sary, so  the  record  announces,  the  annual  communication  of  Juno  1st, 
A.  D.  1880,  to  have  been.  It  was,  as  usual,  a  large  assemblage  of  intel- 
ligent Craftsmen,  comprising  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  Commis- 
sioners, Trustees,  Grand  Representatives,  (including  the  Alabama 
official  of  that  ilk)  and  the  Representatives  of  664  (of  their  715)  con- 
stituent Lodges.  A  body  intrusted  with  the  masonic  honor  and  gov- 
ernment of  over  72,000  active  masons,  and  including  among  its  mem- 
bers so  many  of  the  wise  and  good  of  the  Craft,  may  well  be  denomi- 
nated an  August  Convention  of  the  Fraternity  of  New  York. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  except  in  the  instance  of  the  unset- 
tled jurisdictional  controversy  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut 
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spoken  of  in  oor  review  of  the  proceedinj^  of  that  Grand  Lodge,  and 
to  which  we  Hhall  again  allade,  by  quoting  some  of  Grand  Master 
Boome'8  opinions  of  it8  merits,  from  the  New  York  standpoint,  related 
mostly  to  matters  of  local  concern  and  import. 

Grand  Master  Charles  Boome  delivered  an  excellent  address,  fnlly  in 
keeping  with  the  classic  annual  messages  heretofore  alluded  to  as  char- 
acteristic of  the  Grand  East  of  New  York.  It  has  been  our  pleasant 
duty  to  read  and  comment  upon  these  very  enjoyable  productions  dur- 
ing our  six  years  of  reportorial  effort,  and  we  have  found  them  always 
goo'J,  admirable  indeed. 

The  G.  M.  speaks  encouragingly  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  under 
his  overseership,  and  at  the  same  time  notices  evils  (neglects)  not  at  all 
confined  to  New  York,  viz  : 

It  affords  me  greater  pleasure  than  I  can  well  express,  to  say  to  yon 
that  during  the  year  now  brought  to  a  close,  the  state  of  the  Craft  in 
our  jurisdiction  has  been  harmonious  to  an  unusual  degree  ;  the  mat- 
ters brought  before  me  have  been  either  simple  questions,  or  an  appeal, 
involving  no  debate  of  mugnitude,  and  indeed  to  be  candid,  none  that 
might  not  have  been  settled  by  a  careful  reading  of  the  Constitutions 
and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  since  1873  ;  at  which  time  it  will  be  re- 
collected all  previous  resolutions  and  decisions  were  abrogated. 

This  leads  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  two  great  evils  of  our  time. 
First,  the  apparent  unwillingness  of  the  brethren  to  examine  for  them- 
selves the  written  law  as  set  forth  in  the  Constitutions  and  Statutes  of 
the  Grand  Lodge— of  which  every  Lodge  has,  or  should  have,  a  copy— 
and,  the  ever  pressing  desire  to  cure  every  real  or  imaginary  grievance 
by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  It  is  clear,  as  was  well  stated 
by  my  honored  predecessor,  that  piecemeal  amendments  can  never  effect 
any  real  good,  and  that  the  only  way  to  change  any  general  principle 
which  in  itself  involves  a  change  of  many  articles  in  the  Statutes,  is  to 
have  the  whole  principle  referred  to  a  discreet  committee  and  that  the 
Grand  Lodge,  after  deliberation,  pass  upon  its  report.  I  respectfully 
reiterate  this  thought  and  recommendation  and  urge  you  to  make  no 
change  in  our  general  regulations  to  meet  a  single  idea,  formulated,  it 
may  be  admitted  with  the  best  intentions,  but  failing  in  the  respect 
that  in  nine  case^  out  of  ten  the  equities  of  the  remaining  regulations 
are  not  considered,  and  that  in  most  instances  to  change  one  is  to  re- 
quire that  half  a  dozen  others  should  be  reformed  in  order  to  conform 
to  the  first  change. 

He  had  paid  as  many  official  visits  as  possible,  and  relates  his  pleas-^ 
ant  experiences  while  thus  occupied,  viz  : 

While  each   meeting  has  been   eminently  successful  they  have  ap- 
peared to  grow  in  popularity  and  interest  as  one  succeeded  the  other. 

Had  it  been  possible,  I  would  gladly  have  traveled  to  the  Masonic? 
homes  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  jurisdiction,  taken  the  hands  an^ 
applauded  the  labors  of  the  brethren  there,  but  the  many  duties  of  thi^ 
office  and  the  cares  of  business  prevented  the  exercise  of  my  peraomtl 
will.     1  bear  cheerful  testimony,  however,  to  the  very  great  success  of 
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the  iiudertakiDg,  and  while  I  live  I  shall  never  forget  the  pleaflADt  and 
t'raterDal  greeting  of  the  brethren ;  their  bonndlesH  hospitality,  the 
prompt  and  cheeriul  asHistance  of  the  Associate  Grand  and  Fust  Grand 
Officers  and  the  kindly  and  genial  sentiments  evokod. 

I  very  respectfully  commend  to  my  successors  in  office  a  continuance 
of  this  plan,  until  in  time  every  District  in  the  State  shnll  have  been 
the  recipient  of  official  courtesy,  and  the  most  inaccessible  Lodge  in  the 
jurisdiction  be  given  to  know  that  it  is  not  and  cannot  be  beyond  the 
pale  of  Grand  Lodge  solicitude  and  protection. 

It  has  been  my  additional  privilege  to  visit  a  considerable  number  of 
individual  Lodges,  and  to  participate  with  the  brethren  in  their  labors, 
their  pleasures,  and  their  sorrows,  and  on  all  these  occasions  there  has 
been  in  the  greeting  of  the  brethren  an  assurance  that  in  their  faithful 
devotion  this  Grand  Lodge  has  a  sure  foundation  against  which  the 
waves  of  enmity  may  surge  in  vain. 

He  thus  commends  their  newly  established 

BOABD  OF  RELIEF  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  found 
on  page  94  of  the  printed  Transactions  of  1879,  I  called  a  meeting  of 
the  Masters  of  Lodges  in  this  city  to  consider  and  pass  upon  the  mat- 
ter. The  notice  received  u  generous  response  and  the  subject  a  careful 
and  fraternal  consideration.  The  result  of  several  meetings  was  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  Board  under  such  laws  as,  in  my  judgment,  can 
hardly  fail  to  make  it  a  most  valuable  adjunct  to  the  benevolent  opera- 
tions of  the  Craft  and  a  shield  against  the  wiles  of  tramps  and  imposters. 

I  do  not  recommend  any  appropriation  from  the  funds  of  this  body, 
because  it  seems  to  me  that  the  true  intent  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Board  is  not  to  give  the  largest  amount  of  money  possible,  but  lather  to 
secure  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  appropriation  of  our  funds  to 
the  unworthy. 

The  Lodges  in  this  city  give  annually  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  ap- 
plicants at  their  doors,  without  positively  knowing  whether  such  appli- 
cants are  worthy  or  not.  The  cry  of  distress  reaches  their  ears  and, 
generally,  they  do  not  stop  to  consider  whether  it  is  simulated  or  true. 
An  apparently  hungry  brother  or  a  widow  claiming  to  be  in  distress, 
has  a  response  in  the  opening  of  the  purse  strings  under  the  assump- 
tion that  who  giveth  to  the  needy  lendeth  to  the  Lord. 

Long  experience  has  convinced  me  that  this  is  not  the  true  plan  ; 
for,  while  I  would  cheerfully  divide  my  last  loaf  with  a  worthy  brother 
in  distress,  I  should  hate  to  give  a  dime  to  the  guild  that  lives  by  im- 
posing upon  the  \)eat  and  most  generous  feelings  of  our  nature,  yet  I 
know  that  very  many  of  our  dollars  are  thus  given. 

The  correct  idea  seems  to  be  that  what  we  most  needed  was  system  in 
our  giving,  and  this  being  secured  an  insignificant  sum  from  each 
brother  would  aggregate  sufficient  for  all  needed  purposes.  I  believe 
the  plan  now  in  operation  to  be  as  near  perfect  as  our  present  knowl- 
edge can  make  it,  and  if  reasonably  supported,  that  it  will  be  the  means 
of  great  benefit  to  the  Lodges  as  well  as  to  the  worthy  of  our  household 
temporarily  in  want 

He  is  hopeless  of  securing  justice  from  Germany  while,  as  a  general 
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rale,  the  relations  with  Graad  Lodges  on  this  continent  are  pleasant 
He  discourses  of  these  relations  as  follows,  viz  : 

OENEBAL  BELATIONF. 

With  the  Grand  Lodges  on  this  Continent  with  which  we  are 
now  in  correspondence,  oar  relations  continue  to  be  of  the  most 
gratifying  character.  Abroad  they  are  simply  nominal  Generallj 
speaking  the  American  theory  and  practice  of  jurisdiction  has  bat 
slight  respect  at  best,  while  in  more  than  one  jurisdiction  it  is  set  at  de- 
fiance. Argument  and  entreaty  have  alike  tailed  to  secure  respect  for 
what  we  deem  our  inalienable  rights.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in 
Germany,  where  they  not  only  aid  and  abet  clandestine  organizatioog 
in  this  country,  but  do  not  give  our  complaints  even  the  poor  compli- 
ment  of  a  notice  Official  letters  addressed  to  them  remain  unanswered, 
and  if  they  be  not  hostile  they  at  least  show  no  signs  of  a  friendly  feel- 
ing towards  us.  A  careful  examination  of  the  status  does  not  afford 
any  encouragement,  and  yet  I  am  unwilling  to  recommend  any  meas- 
ures that  may  simply  tend  to  *•  more  embroil  the  fray."  Only  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  have  done  our  whole  duty  in  the  premises  ;  that  we  have 
labored  and  waited  until  now,  forbearance  would  seem  to  be  no  longer  a 
virtue.  If  then  the  relations  that  have  heretofore  existed  are  chilled  by 
neglect  we  can  fearlessly  assert  that  the  fault  is  not  onrs,  and  that  their 
renewal  must  depend  upon  the  willingness  of  the  German  Grand 
Lodges  to  acknowledge  our  right  of  sovereignty  within  onr  own  terri- 
tories, and  that  to  interfere  with  such  right,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  an 
insult  to  our  intelligence  and  a  contempt  of  our  just  powers  as  Blasooie 
commnnities,  willing  to  confine  our  exercise  of  authority  within  oor 
own  limits,  and  unwilling  that  any  one  else  should  interfere  with  as 
either  by  directly  cret\ting  Lodges  here,  or  organizing  those  deemed 
and  declared  by  us  to  be  clandestine. 

Of  Connecticut  under  th^  same  general  head  he  thus  speaks,  the 
Webotuck  controversy,  heretofore  explained,  being  the  subject  of  dif- 
pute,  viz : 

Upon  receipt  of  the  printed  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut, and  feeling  that  in  view  of  the  manifest  intention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  State  to  adhere  to  its  original  position,  farther  efforts  to 
procure  a  fraternal  adjustment  were  useless  ;  I  communicated  with  the 
Grand  Master  of  Connecticut,  reiterating  the  principles  contended  for 
by  this  Grand  Lodge,  informing  him  that  I  had  withdrawn  the  povers 
of  our  represeut/itive  near  bis  Grand  Lodge,  and  should  no  longer  re- 
cognize those  of  the  representative  of  Connecticut  near  us,  and  that  un- 
til your  pleasure  was  made  known  all  further  official  intercourse  between 
our  respective  Grand  Lodges  must  cease. 

Immediately  thereupon,  desiring  to  be  able  to  lay  before  you  the 
fullest  and  most  satisfactory  information  as  to  the  facts  out  of  which 
this  deplorable  necessity  arose,  I  directed  the  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  the  9th 
District  (.R  W.  Ralph  E.  Prime)  and  the  Secretary  of  Webotuck  Lodge 
to  procure  all  available  information  with  regard  thereto,  and  report  the 
same  to  me. 

Their  reports  have  been  furnished  me,  and  with  all  other  papers  re- 
lating to  the  subject  will  be  placed  before  you. 
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From  these  reports  not  only  do  the  facts  appear  which  jnstify  our 
complaint ;  but  it  further  appears  that,  in  addition  to  Bros.  Woodwabd 
and  Knioht,  four  other  meuibers  of  Webotuck  Lodge,  all  residents 
within  this  State,  were  permitted  to  become  petitioners  for  the  granting 
of  the  dispensation  to  Hamilton  Lodge,  and  were  among  the  persons  to 
whom  such  dispensation  was  issued. 

The  cases  of  the  four  brethren  last  referred  to  will  not  require  your 
attention,  as  no  question  has  arisen  respecting  them,  and  mention  of 
them  is  made  only  as  illustrating  the  extent  to  which  the  Grand  Miister 
of  Connecticut  was  willing  to  accept  brethren  whose  membership  and 
residence  were  alike  in  New  Yoak,  as  being  proper  persons  to  whom  to 
grant  a  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  Lodge  in  Connecticut. 

In  the  recent  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  of  Connecti- 
cut, it  is  asserted  that  at  the  time  of  signing  the  petition  for  the  new 
Lodge,  Bros.  Woodward  and  Knight  were  both  residents  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  so  far  as  the  residence  of  Bro.  Woodward  is  concerned  much 
misapprehension  has  existed  upon  both  sides,  but  the  papers  herewith 
submitted  contain  ample  evidence  that,  as  I  have  previously  stated. 
Bro.  Woodward  was  at  the  time  in  question,  and  for  years  alter,  an  ac- 
tual resident  within  the  State  of  New  York.  Yet,  however  this  may  be, 
under  the  principles  to  which  I  shall  briefly  call  your  attention,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  fact  of  his  membership  in  Webotuck  Lod^e  being  fully 
conceded,  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  he  resided  in  Connecticut  or 
in  New  York. 

You  are  now  possessed  of  all  the  facts  relative  to  this  subject,  and  it 
is  in  your  hands  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  take. 

The  position  taken  by  this  Gnvnd  Lodge  has  been  fully  stated  by  our 
three  recent  Past  Grand  Masters  in  their  Annual  Addresses,  and  it  is 
not  my  purpose  to  repeat  to  you  the  arguments  wherewith  they  have 
maintained  the  accuracy  of  our  position.  I  shall  therefore  content  my^ 
self  with  calling  your  attention  to  certain  fundamental  propositions, 
the  truth  of  which  is  self-evident,  and  which  alone  suffice  to  make  plain 
the  righteousness  of  our  claim. 

We  maintain  : 

Firsl.—Thi\t  membership  in  a  New  York  Lodge  can  neither  be  crea- 
ted nor  destroyed  save  by  the  operation  of  New  York  law. 

i!kcond.  —That  membership  in  a  New  York  Lodge  is  not  affected  by 
the  residence  of  the  member.  A  member  of  Webotuck  Lodge  residing 
in  Connecticut  owes  precisely  the  same  duties  and  allegiance  to  the 
Lodge  as  a  member  residing  in  New  York. 

Third.  —That  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  have  no 
extra  territorial  force,  and  cannot  create,  destroy,  or  in  any  wise  affect 
membership  in  a  Lodge  beyond  that  State. 

We  quote  the  New  York  illustration  of  this  apparently  local  contro- 
versy at  some  length  because  the  principle  involved  is  of  general  ma- 
sonic interest,  and  of  its  relation  to  the  true  theory  of  Grand  Lodge 
jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  that  the  Committees  on  Finance, 
Grievance,  Jurisprudence,  &c.,  be  required  to  meet  and  prepare  their 
reports  in  advance  of  the  annual  Grand  Lodge  communications; 

The  Ritual  claims  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Master,  who  says  of  it : 
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It  is  known  to  mnny  of  yoa  that  for  something  like  twentj>five  yean 
this  Grand  Lodge  has  been  engaged  in  an  efifort  to  diKcover  and  estab- 
lish a  correct  standard  of  work  for  the  several  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry  under  its  charge,  and  to  promulgate  the  same  to  all  the  Lodges 
in  its  jurisdiction.  I  venture  nothing  in  saying  that  a  very  great  sac- 
cess  resulted  from  the  long  and  persevering  effort,  and  that,  perhaps, 
in  no  other  jurisdiction  in  the  world,  could  the  same  member  of  Lodg^ 
be  found  working  with  the  same  degree  of  uniformity.  Among  the 
methods  leading  up  to  this  success  was  the  holding  of  lecture  conven- 
tions in  the  various  districts  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  thus  at  least  annuuUy,  the  several  Lodges  were  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  refresh  their  memories  and  compare  notes  with  the 
legal  custodian  of  the  work. 

At  our  last  Annual  Communication,  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  resolution, 
relieved  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  duty  of  holding  conventions  as  here- 
tofore, and  this  seems  to  have  been  interpreted  by  the  Lodges  generally 
as  consent  for  each  one  to  follow  its  own  inclinations  in  the  matter  of 
work.  True,  the  constitutional  provisions  in  regard  to  the  standard 
work  is  still  in  force,  and  while  admitting  the  desire  of  the  brethren  to 
obey  the  provisions  of  that  instrnmeut,  still  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact 
that  the  natural  tendency  of  men  is  to  stray  from  fixed  standards  de- 
pending on  the  exercise  of  memory  for  their  correctness.  Already 
within  m}'  own  observation  changes  are  occurring,  and  it  may  be  taken 
as  absolutely  certain  that,  in  course  of  time,  we  shall  gradually  drift 
back  to  the  point  of  twenty-five  years  ago  and  find  ourselves  confronted 
with  the  task  of  once  more  establishing  uniformity^ 

I  do  not  permit  myself  to  arraign  the  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  nor 
to  give  expression  to  mere  sentiment ;  but  only  to  call  your  attention 
as  your  executive  to  a  process  already  begun  and  which  will  rest  with 
you  for  action  should  you  deem  it  wise  to  take  any. 

But  this  sebms  to  be  and  is  true ;  if  you  desire  to  preserve  uniformity 
in  your  work  ;  if  you  wish  to  prevent  the  Lodges  from  derogating  back 
to  the  time  when  every  Lodge  had  a  system  of  its  own,  then  the  ritual 
must  be  confided  to  the  care  of  a  single  brother,  and  he  must  devote  a 
large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty. 

He  recommends  a  centennial  celebration  in  1881,  but  adds  and  urges 
**that  whatever  may  be  done  to  celebrate  the  event  be  mcnlest,  and  not 
involving  any  needless  expenditure  ot  money.** 

The  Hall  and  Asylum  Fund  debt  had  been  decreased  in  1879-^ 
^36,468  48,  leaving  $668,520  26  unpaid  to  June  1st,  1880. 

BEPOBT  ON  COBREBPONDENCE, 

Signed  by  the  Committee,  Bro.  John  W.  Simons,  Chairman,  is  briefer 
than  usual,  but  of  standard  excellence.  It  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
58  Grand  Lodges,  including  those  of  several  European  Grand  Bodies. 
The  report  of  Alabama  for  1879  is  favorably  reviewed,  and  the  approval 
expressed  of  our  doings  in  that  year  is  thankfully  acknowledged. 

We  are  especially  pleased  that  decisions  Nos.  3  and  4  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter H.  C.  Armstrong,  meet  the  "entire**  approval  of  a  Committee  whose 
opinions  we  esteem  in  the  light  of  "eminent  authority.**     We  agreed 


1880.]  APPENDIX-  191 

witn  the  Grand  Master,  but  our  Grand  Lodge  disapproved  those  decis^ 
ions.  To  make  the  reference  more  clear,  and  bring  the  subjects  thns 
approved  to  the  front,  we  reprodace  the  decisions  referred  to,  as  well  as 
the  New  York  comments  thereon,  viz : 

The  annual  message  give  a  concise  but  fair  review  of  the  official  busi- 
ness of  the  year. 

From  the  reported  decisions  we  take  the  following,  and  entirely  agree 
with  the  conclusioDs  of  the  Grand  Master  : 

**3.  That  when  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  a  brother 
who  has  been  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  subordinate  Lodge,  and  the 
decision  of  such  Lodge  reversed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  status  of  such 
a  brother  is  that  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason.  This  decision  I  have  made 
in  obedience  to  Rule  19,  Article  7,  of  our  Constitution.  This  I  think 
is  a  singular  provision  of  our  organic  law  and  one  that  should  be  re- 
vised and  amended.  In  my  opinion,  it  divests  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
power  and  authority  that  rightfully  belongs  to  it  in  snch  cases,  and 
works  a  hardship  whrre  no  hardship  should  be  suffered.  For  instance : 
A  brother  is  tried,  and  is  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  subordinate)  Lodge, 
From  this  sentence  he  appeals.  The  Grand  Lodge  decides,  after  care- 
fully considering  all  the  testimony,  that  the  charges  are  not  sustained, 
and  reverses  the  decision  of  the  Lodge  below  ;  yet  the  appellant  has, 
under  the  rule  above  cited,  to  suffer  the  loss  of  Lodge  membership, 
thereby  undergoing  a  punishment  when  no  offense  had  been  committed. 
Why  not  make  the  reversal  full  and  complete,  and  restore  the  brother 
to  the  position  ho  occupied  before  the  wrongful  finding  of  the  Lodge 
below  ? 

*'4.  When  a  party  has  received  the  £.  A.  degree,  and  makes  applica- 
tion to  be  passed,  if  there  is  any  moral  reason  why  he  should  not  ad- 
vance, the  member  in  possession  of  such  reason  should  report  the  same 
to  the  prosecuting  officer  of  the  Lodge,  and  have  charges  preferred 
against  him.  To  this  the  applicant  is  entitled  on  every  principle  of 
justice  and  equity.  After  his  initiation  he,  to  that  extent,  is  adopted 
into  the  Masonic  family,  and  is  invested  with  certain  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  among  them  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  defense.  If  un- 
worthy to  be  advanced,  he  is  unworthy  to  retain  what  he  has,  and 
should  be  tried  and  expelled." 

The  Grand  Master  had  visited  some  forty  Lodges,  selecting  in  pre- 
ference those  not  easily  accessible,  and  thus  giving  the  benefit  of  his 
official  presence  to  those  most  in  need  of  it  We  must  all  agree  that  he 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  discernment,  and  that  Masonry  in  Alabama 
is  his  debtor. 

Of  affairs  Masonic  in  Spain,  the  Committee  say : 

We  have  received  a  circular  dated  at  Madrid  the  25th  day  of  February 
of  the  present  year,  and  claiming  to  be  a  statement  of  the  officers  and 
constituent  Lodges  of  the  "symbolic  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain."  It  seems 
proper  to  explain  that  there  are  in  Spain  some  half  dozen  organizations, 
claiming  to  be  regular,  but  all  conducted  by  schismatics.  We  can 
therefore  recognize  none  of  them  ;  but  events  occurring  dufing  the 
past  year  lead  us  to  suppose  that  ere  long  there  will  be  an  arrangement 
Dy  which  the  symbolic   degrees  will  be  separated  from  the  Supreme 
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Goanoi],  and  establish  one  regular  governmeDt  for  the  various  Lodges. 
When  that  is  aocomplished,  we  shall  be  happy  to  extend  recognition. 

The  report  closes  with  the-following  just  and  pertinent 

BEMABKS. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  our  present  report  on  the  German  Grand 
Lodges  is  considerably  less  elaborate  than  heretofore.  It  is  made  so 
designedly. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  in  behalf 
of  Masonry  iti  the  United  States,  has,  to  use  the  expressive  phrase  of 
the  Virginia  Committee,  *' Tiled  the  door  for  the  rest."  We  have  la- 
bored in  every  possible  way  to  obtain  recognition  of  a  principle  we  can 
not  and  will  not  abandon— the  right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  our 
own  territory  over  all  matters  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry.  The  result 
obtained  is  an  offer  to  allow  us  to  establish  Lodges  of  our  obedience  in 
German  territory. 

If  our  fiiends  over  there  were  really  serious  in  making  this  proposi- 
tion, and  we  were  inclined  to  accept  it,  two  difficulties  would  stand  in 
the  way.  FirsU  we  should  be  violating  the  very  principle  for  which  we 
are  contending  by  creating  Lodges  beyond  the  lines  of  our  territory ; 
and,  secondly,  as  stated  last  year  and  more  specifically  set  forth  in  this 
report,  the  German  law  distinctly  sets  forth  the  fact  that  such  Lodges 
would  not  be  allowed  to  exist. 

It  seems  idle,  therefore,  for  us  to  be  printing  arguments  to  which 
those  to  whom  they  are  addressed  are  determined  not  to  listen,  or  in 
the  attempt  to  conciliate  those  who,  if  not  openly  hostile,  are  clearly 
not  friendly  —except  in  fine  phrases  —to  the  Masonic  powers  of  the 
United  States. 

Our  proposition  is  that  we  quietly  cease  relations  with  the  German 
Grand  Lodges  and  cease  advertising  them  until  it  shall  appear  that  they 
have  at  least  some  color  of  interest  in  our  welfare  and  a  desire,  however 
faint,  to  recognize  our  right  to  attend  to  our  own  busino<^  in  our  own 
MaHonio  household  without  the  interference  of  parties  three  thousand 
miles  away. 

The  ultimate  intention  of  our  brethren  in  Germany  may  be  right, 
but  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  have  a  dreadfully  poor  way  of  show* 
ing  it,  and  we  now  take  the  liberty  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
United  States 'of  saying  that  until  such  acknowledgment  as  we  have 
asked  for  is  made,  our  roads  will  diverge,  and  if  we  at  length  get  so  fieir 
apart  that  we  can  no  longer  hail  each  other  it  will  be  the  fault  of  those 
who,  after  long  years  of  persuasion,  have  refused  to  recognize  what  is 
clearly  our  right. 

In  the  Scotland  matter  we  advise  that,  so  far  as  this  jurisdiction  is 
concerned,  no  steps  be  taken  for  another  year,  the  impression  seeming 
to  prevail  that  an  adjustment  will  occur  during  that  time. 

GRAND   OFFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jesse  R  Anthony ^ Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  James  M.  Austin  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Ix)dges 715. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA.  1879. 

On  tho  2d,  3d  and  4th  days  of  December,  A.  D.  1879.  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  held  its  93d  annual  commnnication  in 
the  city  of  Raleigh,  as  the  excellently  arranged  and  printed  volnme  of 
proceedings  before  as  attests,  while  giving  a  fall  and  interesting  record 
of  the  proceedings  then  had. 

Present,  M.  W.  William  R.  Cox,  Grand  Master,  with  many  of  his  as- 
sociate  Grand  Officers,  several  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representa- 
tives of  111  constituent  Lodges.  No  Grand  Representatives  are  named 
as  present 

The  Grand  Master's  annual  address  is  an  appropriate  executive  mes- 
sage, abounding  in  pertinent  and  practical  suggestions. 

He  does  not  speak  definitely  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  his  juris- 
diction, though  we  see  no  distinct  indication  of  cause  for  reticence  in 
that  regard.  What  he  does  say  is  this  (in  part  at  least,  and  it  is,  we 
confess,  suggestive  of  anxiety  as  to  the  general  situation),  viz : 

Whether  it  is  now  prospering  within  this  jurisdiction  depends  upon 
whether  you  have  faithfully  and  diligently  acquitted  yourselves  of  the 
responsibilities  committed  to  your  charge.  This  grand  body  is  com- 
posed of  the  officers  of  the  subordinate  Lodges,  and  from  these  mem- 
bers we  must  learn  of  our  condition.  Wherever  you  shall  find  a  bright 
and  fearless  Master,  assisted  by  a  prompt  Secretary,  you  will  see  a 
flourishing  and  well-regulated  Lodge  ;  but  wherever  you  discover  tiieso 
officers  ignorant  and  indifferent,  you  will  find  the  Lodge  in  arrears,  and 
in  all  probability  be  importuned  with  petitions  for  the  remission  of  the 
dues,  which  self-respect  requires  should  be  promptly  met,  and  dimits 
and  decay  mark  its  downward  course. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  in  their  full  force  to  sparsely  settled 
neighborhoods,  where  it  is  not  always  practicable  to  receive  proper  in- 
struction, nor  convenient  to  secure  a  punctual  attendance  ;  nor  to  those 
who  have  suffered  unanticipated  losses.  In  your  reports  for  the  cur- 
rent Masonic  year,  brethren,  render  no  halting  apologies  for  duties 
omitted.  Remember  that  **  words  are  but  leaves,  acts  are  the  fruit." 
If  you  have  been  remiss,  frankly  admit  it,  and  amend  your  conduct  in 
the  future.  In  our  mystic  language,  be  not  content  to  enter  the  temple 
whose  over  arching  dome  rests  upon  the  pillars  of  Wisdom,  Strength 
and  Beauty,  with  false  pretence,  which  will  in  all  probability  cause  the 
rejection  of  your  petition  and  produce  an  irritating  mortification. 

His  decisions  are  numerous,  and  only  one  of  them  relates  to  a  matter 
of  general  interest,  this  we  quote  annexed.  It  seems  that  Scotland's 
free  hand  in  dispensing  masonic  favors  to  stranger  applicants  for  the 
Symbolic  degrees  has  touched  upon  the  rights  of  the  old  North  State  as 
well  as  other  American  jurisdictions,  and  in  this  case  as  is  always  pos- 
sible if  not  probable  in  such  irregular  practices,  she  has  extended  her 
impulsive  favors  to  rqeded  material,  viz  : 
13 
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1.  A  profane  applies  for  admiRsioo  into  a  Lodge  in  this  State  and  is 
rejected.  He  goes  on  a  visit  to  bis  native  land,  Scotland,  and  while 
there  receives  the  degrees.  Upon  his  return  to  his  homo  he  presents 
his  credentials  and  applies  to  enter  the  Lodge. 

The  Lodge  shoald  not  receive  him.  He  was  a  sojonmer  while 
abroad,  and  could  only  have  been  admitted  into  the  Lodge  in  Scntlaod 
by  withholding  important  information,  to-wit :  the  fact  of  his  applica- 
tion and  rejection  in  North  Carolina.  Sarely  he  coald  not  have  been 
initiated  had  this  been  communicated  to  the  Lodge  in  Scotland,  unless 
that  Lodge  had  been  strangely  unobservant  of  the  common  law  of  Free- 
masonry, that  is,  that  a  candidate  must  apply  for  the  degrees  whore  he 
resides  and  is  best  known,  and  that  one  brother  shall  not  supplant  an- 
other in  his  work. 

He  discusses  forcibly  several  questions  of  more  than  local  interest, 
and  among  them  we  note  his  remarks  on  the  Grand  Master's  preroga- 
tives, non-affiliation,  economy,  &c.t  as  just  and  discriminating.  He 
recommends  that  the  standing  committees  meet  prior  to  the  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  this  the  Grand  Body  assented  by  requiring 
them  to  meet  for  consideration  of  business  and  preparation  of  reports, 
THiBTY  days  beforo  each  annual  communication. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  general  and  very  interesting  report, 
suggesting  some  matters  of  importance  to  the  Craft  as  viewed  from  his 
official  standpoint  Among  them  he  calls  attention  to  irregularities 
governing  procedures  in  suspending  members  f6r  non-payment  of 
dues.  This  subject  is  very  properly  alluded  to  as  worthy  of  serious 
consideration,  for  fault  or  impropriety  exists  somewhere  evidently, 
when,  as  this  report  shows  that,  in  an  organization  comprising  less  than 
7,000  enrolled  members,  the  suspensions  for  N.  P.  D.  exceeded  1,700 
from  1875  to  1878,  inclusive,  and  suggests  the  following  results  since 
(the  latter  year  we  suppose),  viz  : 

*' And  it  is  estimated,  from  the  returns  already  received,  that,  with 
the  Masonic  year  of  1879.  the  number  will  exceed  two  thousand.  It  is 
evident  that  an  edict  is  necesnary  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  uni- 
form Code  of  By* Laws,  applicable  to  only  such  Lodges  as  have  no  such 
regulation." 

Would  not  a  little  more  leniency,  heneffolence,  or  say  chabitt  to  the 
poor  of  the  fraternity  help  to  reduce  these  losses  ?  . 

The  committee  on  *'  the  advisability  of  establishing  an  insurance 
feature,"  asked  to  be  continued  **  with  permission  to  report  to  the  next 
annual  communication." 

We  hope  for  an  unfavorable  report  on  that  unmasonic  new  departure. 

A  very  good 

BEPOBT  ON   COBBESPONDENCE 

Is  presented  by  Bro.  B.  T.  Gray,  for  the  Committee,  in  which  he  r»- 
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views  with  jadgment  and  discrimiDaiion  the  proceedings  of  41  GraDd 
Lodges. 

His  review  of  Alabama — Report  of  1878 — is  acceptably  full  and  cour- 
teous, and  we  thank  him  for  special  complimentary  reference  to  ourself 
and  bis  just  appreciation  of  the  annual  message  of  Grand  Master  H.  G. 
Armstrong. 

We  are  traveling  rapidly  now  towards  the  close  of  our  journey  (re- 
port), and  being  limited  both  as  to  time  and  space,  must  pretermit 
much  that  we  would  like  to  say  of  this  report.  Brother  Gray  closes  his 
report  as  follows,  but  we  have  to  urge  that  his  embodiment  now  under 
inspection  lacks  nothing  of  being  well  dressed,  though  its  train,  unlike 
that  of  the  feminine  toilet,  is  not  long  nor  is  its  make-up,  in  any  re- 
spect, inappropriate  or  superfluous. 

We  quote  his 

CONCLUSION. 

Our  work  is  done.  It  was  greater  than  we  anticipated,  and  required 
more  time  and  labor  than  those  who  have  never  undertaken  the  task 
would  estimate. 

The  writer  is  not  a  gentleman  of  leisure  ;  if  he  were,  the  report  would 
have  been  certainly  completed  at  un  earlier  date,  and  perhaps,  would 
have  been  more  presentable  in  appearace. 

Mrs.  Scott  Siddons,  in  apologizing  for  her  tardy  appearance,  said  to 
an  audience  here  the  other  night,  that  having  just  arrived  on  tne  train, 
with  no  time  for  food  or  rest,  she  had  but  little  time  to  make  her  toilet, 
*'and  every  lady  knows,'*  said  she,  **  that  half  an  hour  is  not  enough  to 
make  a  toilet." 

The  writer  has  been  hurried,  delayed  and  impeded  by  various  circum- 
stances ;  he  has  had  but  **  half  an  hour  "  to  do  bis  work,  but  if  it  could 
look  half  as  well  as  Mth.  Siddons  in  her  hurried  toilet,  or  be  received 
with  half  the  admiration  that  famous  reader  won,  the  writer  could  not 
even  dream  of  a  better  reception  for  his  report. 

OBAMD   OFFICKBS. 

M.  W .  Bro.  William  R.  Cox  ( re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Donald  W.  Bain  (re-elected)* Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges.-. 231. 

NOVA  SCOTIA,  1879. 

This  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  its  fourteenth  an- 
nual communication,  held  at  Halifax,  Wednesday,  June  4th,  A.  D.  1879, 
as  the  proceedings  thereof  assure  us,  in  harmony  and  moderate  pros- 
perity ;  though  we  regret  to  note  that  there  is  a  little  inconvenient  and 
embarrassing  shortness  in  the  ample  fund  and  revenues.  Present,  at 
this  communication,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Wimbum  Laurie,  with 
all  Grand  Officers,  many  Grand  Representatives,  including  R.  W.  Bro. 
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Robert  Frasier  who  did  the  needful,  in  that  honorary  position,  for  Ala- 
bama,  and  forty-six  (of  63)  constituent  Lodges  represented. 

Preceding  the  annual,  an  Emergent  Communication  was  convened  at 
Halifax,  July  17th,  1878,  charged  with  the  duty  and  honor  of  conductiof^ 
the  ceremonial  and  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  building  to  be  erected 
and  occupied  as  a  High  School  in  that  city.  The  ample  proceedings, 
including  several  interesting  addresses,  of  that  occasion  are  fully  set 
forth  in  the  minutes  before  us,  and  everything  seems  to  have  been  said 
and  done  that  was  requisite  to  the  completeness  of  the  ceremony. 

Grand  Master  Laurie's  address  to  the  annual  assemblage  was  appro- 
priate and  well  expressed. 

He  speaks  of  the  incorporation  of  Lodges  (civil),  and  very  justly  dis- 
approves thereof  as  **  subversive  of  the  true  principles  of  Masonic  gov- 
ernment." Alludes  to  the  Quebec-Scotland  difficulty,  and  the  trouble 
in  Manitoba,  as  regrettible  incidents  of  the  general  Masonic  statns, 
saying  of  the  former : 

Whilst  congratulating  ourselves  on  the  entire  absence  of  vexed  ques- 
tions within  our  own  jurisdiction,  we  have  to  notice  with  deep  regret 
that  two  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Dominion  have  not  been  fio 
fortunate.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  seen  fit  to  ignore  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  to  assail  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  Grand 
Lodge  sovereignty.  These  two  supreme  bodies  have  severally  with- 
drawn their  Representatives  from  each  other,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec  has  issued  an  address  to  all  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the  world, 
calling  attention  to  this  invasion  of  territory.  Like  Moses  with  bis 
fellow  Israelites,  we  would  willingly  address  each  party,  ''Sirs,  ye  are 
brethren  :"  but  it  is  more  desirable  that,  to  avoid  such  a  rebuff  as  the 
great  Hebrew  received,  we  should  unite  with  other  Grand  Lodges  on 
the  Continent  in  maintaining  what  we  have  considered  as  our  recog- 
nized right ;  and  some  organization  for  joint  action  in  such  cases  seems 
desirable. 

And  of  the  latter  : 

In  Manitoba  also  a  serious  trouble  has  arisen,  but  from  causes  within 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  not  from  external  action.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
submit  to  Grand  Lodge,  in  an  official  form,  such  hearsay  evidence  as  I 
have  obtained.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  difficulties  should  have 
arisen  in  that  most  progressive  portion  of  our  New  Dominion  ;  but  the 
very  temperate  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minitob;!  at  its  lite  meet- 
ing will,  it  is  hoped,  admit  of  the  opposing  elements  amali^'im^itiug. 
and  if  so.  as  it  is  to  be  sincerely  desired  will  be  the  case,  an  iucroiiseof 
moderation  will,  without  doubt,  govern  the  councils  of  the  Masonic 
body  there,  and  result  in  the  restless  energy  of  the  active  spirits  who 
have  made  the  Prairie  Province  their  home,  running  paniUel  instead  of 
counter,  and  so  giving  a  great  impulse  to  Canadian  Masonry. 

The  last  remarks  being  somewhat  prophetic  of  results  since  proclaimed 
as  of  actual  occurrence. 
The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  R.  W.  Benjamin  Cnrren,  is  one 
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nmon^  seveml  able  papers  presented  to  the  considemtioii  of  the  Graft 
at  this  commuDicntiou.  His  statistics  are  well  arranged  and  interest- 
ing,  OR  they  present  in  figures  the  history  of  the  jurisdiction  from  1870 
to  1879,  inclusive,  showing  the  gradual  increase  of  the  members  from 
2,150  in  1870,  to  3,400  in  1879,  and  giving  the  losses  daring  the  same 
period,  and  stated  by  years  from  suspensions  and  dimissions,  at  2,510, 
aggregate.  He  speaks  of  the  growing  evil  of  non-affiliation,  and  makes 
several  useful  suggestions  looking  to  the  decreasa  of  that  and  other  se- 
rious obstacles  to  progress. 

Cuba  and  New  Mexico  were  recognized  as  Grand  Lodges  and  cordially 
welcomed  as  such. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  to  remedy  the  deficiency  in  revenue, 
including,  of  course,  a  reduction  of  expenses  in  some  departments,  but 
not  that  of  **  publishing  reports,"  we  are  glad  to  say,  for  that  sort  of 
economy  we  are  apt  to  consider  as  of  the  *' penny  wise  and  pound  fool- 
ish"  variety. 

We  noticed  in  our  last  report  (1879)  the  appointment  of  a  Special 
Committee  to  consider,  and  report  at  this  meeting,  the  propriety  and 
means  of  enforcing  the  ** total  abstinence"  resolution  adopted  in  1878, 
(and  which  suggested  to  us  the  fear  of  innovation  if  such  action  was 
persisted  in  to  its  ultimate. )  This  committee  failed  to  report,  and  on 
motion  was  relieved  of  '*  further  duty,"  of  which  result  we  make  spe- 
cial and  grateful  mention.  Temperance  is  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues 
taught  and  illustrated  by  Masonry ;  but  the  Total  Abstinence  pledge 
is  not  a  part  of  the  Mason's  0.  B. 

The  proceedings  close  with  a  very  good  and  acceptable 

BEPOBT  ON   COBBESPONDENCE, 

Beviewing  the  proceedings  of  51  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  those  of 
Alaljama— Report  of  1878 —are  included.  We  are  pleased  to  say,  too, 
that  both  in  the  space  assigned  to  our  report  and  in  the  comments 
thereon,  the  committee  have  given  us  due  and  considerate  attention. 

This  report  is  signed  by  Bro.  A.  H.  Crowe,  for  the  Committee,  but  in 
his  **  conclusion,"  which  we  reproduce  annexed,  he  acknowledges  his 
indebtedness  to  others  for  a  portion  of  its  labors  and  merit,  viz  : 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  report  I  have  again  to  apologize  for  not  having  per- 
formed any  portion  of  the  labor  of  preparing  it  When  the  Standing 
Committees  of  Grand  Lodge  were  drafted,  my  name  was  placed  on  the 
Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  as  Chairman,  mucn  against  my 
wish,  not  because  I  objected  to  the  discharge  of  any  duty  that  might  be 
assigned  me  by  Grand  Lodge,  but  from  the  then  existing  state  of  my 
health,  I  was  afraid  that  I  could  be  of  no  service  to  the  Committee. 
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The  resnlt  has  been  just  what  1  aDticipated.  My  OftROciate  committee- 
uien,  the  Rev.  D.  C.  Moore  and  Bev.  Richard  Wainwright,  have  bad 
nearly  all  the  work  to  do.  I  therefore  gladly  avail  myHelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  tendering  these  brethren  my  warmest  expression  of  thanks  for 
their  kindness  in  relieving  me  from  duty,  and  trust  that  the  brethren 
of  onr  jarisdiction  generally  may  derive  as  great  pleasnre  in  the  peru- 
sal of  their  reviews  as  they  have  shown  brotherly  regard  in  their  con- 
sideration of  me. 

OBAND  OFFIOEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  Wimbnrn  Laurie  (again  re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Benjamin  Curren  (again  re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 68. 

.    OHIO.  1879. 

The  seventieth  grand  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio  assembled  in  Cincinnati,  October  2l8t,  A.  D.  1K79,  and 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  W.  Bro.  William  M.  Cunningham, 
Grand  Master.  Present,  also,  numerous  Gband  and  Past  Gband  Om- 
CERS,  Grand  Representatives  (no  one  representing  Alabama)  and  dele- 
gates from  "over  two  hundred  chartered  Lodges." 

The  annual  address,  which  Bro.  Caldwell,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary, 
singularly  introduces  to  his  readers,  beaded  "Communication  of  the 
Grand  Master,"  but  which  is  really  and  truly  an  elaborate,  dignified 
and  appropriate  annual  executive  message,  was  read  by  Grand  Master 
Cunningham,  and  is  a  clear  and  perspicuous  report  of  his  official  acts 
and  observations  for  the  year,  then,  just  past. 

We  regret,  with  him,  the  duty  of  announcing,  at  the  opening  of  his 
address,  the  loss  of  one  who  had  served  the  Craft  well  and  instructively. 
We  quote  his  remarks  on  this  bereavement  as  follows  : 

The  vacant  chair,  draped  with  emblems  of  mourning,  directed  to  be 
placed  in  the  East  ot  this  Grand  Lodge,  reminds  as  that  during  the  re- 
cess of  this  Grand  body  we  have  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  removAl 
to  another  world  of  our  well-beloved  brother,  George  Rex,  a  distin- 
guished Past  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Bro.  Rex  was  the 
last  survivor  of  that  trio  of  eminent  and  scholarly  Masonic  jurists- 
Past  Grand  Masters  William  B.  Hubbird,  Thomas  Sparrow,  and  George 
Rex— who  contributed  so  much  to  the  judicial  literature  of  this  Grand 
body,  and  who,  by  their  courteous  regard  for  the  rights  ot  every  brother, 
the  jealous  care  with  which  constitutional  enactments  and  the  land- 
marks of  the  Craft  were  observed,  their  executive  ability  and  legal  aco- 
men,  ever  maintained  the  high  position  of  this  Grand  Lodge  among 
sifter  jurisdictions.  Having  been  honored  with  the  warm  personal 
friendship  of  our  late  distinguished  brethren,  but  few,  if  any,  of  the 
Craft  had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  them  than  the  writer,  al- 
though much  their  junior.  In  this  connection,  having  for  many  years 
enjoyed   the  personal  friendship  of  Bro.  Rex,  and   having  had  in  so 
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many  iDStnnces  the  advantage  of  his  large  and  Taried  MaRonio  experi- 
ence, it  is  but  due  to  his  memory  to  say  that  no  brother  whs  entitled  to 
a  greater  degree  of  Masonic  love  and  respect  at  his  hands,  or  at  the 
hands  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  than  our  lamented  brother. 

His  record  of  dispensations  for  elections,  &c.,  and  the  list  of  proxy 
sat>stitutes  to  represent  tho  G.  IL  in  varioos  official  acts,  appointments 
are  long,  unasnally  so,  suggestive  of  a  possible  want  of  method  in  the 
Lodges,  or  else  of  too  much  Grand  Lodge  governmental  control  of  the 
Craft,  requiring  more  of  personal  supervision  than  the  G.  M.  could 
possibly  give  save  by  means  of  numerous  substitutes,  or  proxies. 

The  Grand  Master  gives  a  pleasant  report  of  his  "official  visitations," 
which,  though  not  numerous,  were  gratifying  to  him  ;  especially  was 
this  the  case  with  the  visit  to,  and  conference  with,  Bro.  Wm.  J.  Beese, 
**the  oldeHt  living  Past  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge,"  as  well  as 
useful  to  tbo  Graft.  We  judge  from  the  general  tenor  of  this  address 
that  things  of  Masonic  import,  are  prospering  in  Ohio. 

The  Grand  Master's  decisions  are  good,  and  we  quote  a  few  that  are 
of  general  interest,  viz : 

An  applicant  for  degrees  having  been  initiated  by  a  Lodge  within 
whoHe  jurisdiction  he  htid  not  resided  the  proper  time  prescribed  by 
the  Code  therefor,  and  complaint  having  been  made  by  the  Lodge  with- 
in whose  junsdiction  the  applicant  formerly  resided,  claiming  the  fees 
in  such  case, — held  that  the  fees  must  be  paid  over  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
neither  lodge  having  any  legal  juriHdiction  over  the  applicant. 

Concerning  restoration  from  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues. — Held 
that  a  Lodge  must  receive,  when  tendered  in  a  proper  manner,  the 
amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  a  member  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues  ;  and,  in  case  of  no  charges  pending,  such  payment  restores 
the  suspended  member  to  his  previous  standing. 

The  private  busines-s  affairs  of  a  Lodge,  the  names  of  its  candidates, 
initiated,  passed,  or  raised,  and  its  list  of  suspensions  or  expulsions, 
are  not  matters  in  which  the  general  public  have  any  interest  ;  hence 
any  publication  of  such  matters  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day  is  unma- 
Konic,  and  renders  the  offender  amenable  to  Masonic  discipline. 

fkich  stated  meeting  of  a  Lodge  is  complete  within  itself,  except  as 
to  business  deferred  by  its  own  action,  (»r  as  provided  for  by  its  own 
By-laws  or  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

CongreRsional  ** Parliamentary  Law'*  is  in  all  cases  subservient  to 
Masonic  Law  within  the  lodge-room,  and  only  prevails  where  there  is 
no  Masonic  rule  upon  a  given  subject 

We  note  no  unusual  incident  as  characterizing  these  proceedings,  ex- 
cept possibly  the  minute  that — 

On  motion  of  Grand  Secretary  Caldwell  Bro.  Theo.  Sutton  Parvin, 
of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  was  constituted  an  Honorary  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio,  with  rank  of  Past  Grand  Secretary. 

A  compliment  or  courtesy  well  deserved,  but  not  permitted  under 
Alabama  Grand  Lodge  rules. 
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We  most  Dot  forget  to  remark  upon  the  Vvgndle,  which  adorns  the 
frontispiece  of  this  book  of  minutee,  representing  the  features  of  Bra 
Caldwell,  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary  of  Ohio.  We  have  examined  it 
to  see  if  we  conld  discover  in  its  features,  very  presentable  one.  or  ex- 
pression, mild  and  yet  earnest,  any  solution  of  the  question,  why  is  he 
so  peculiar  (as  respects  other  Grand  Officers)  in  his  thought  and  meth- 
od, but  without  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  phenomenon.  He  is 
apparently  a  man  like  unto  the  generality  of  men. 

THE  HEPOBT  ON  COBBESPONDENCE 

Is  concise  to  a  fault,  regretably  so.  We  quote  all  that  is  said  of  Ala- 
bama. It  is  brief,  but  as  full  and  perhaps  as  accurate  as  any  of  the  re- 
views of  this  Beport : 

Fifty-eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  convened 
at  Montgomery,  2d  day  of  December,  1878,  with  M.  W.  Henry  C.  Arm- 
strong as  Grand  Master ;  B.  W.  Henry  C.  Tompkins,  Deputy  Gruid 
Master ;  Daniel  Say  re,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  representation  was  from  218  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master's  report  is  particularly  full  of  Masonic  good  senM. 

The  present  officers  are  the  same  as  of  last  year. 

Oliver  S.  Bee5e  is  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspoud- 
ence. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Benben  C.  Lemmon Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  D.  Caldwell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 47a 

OBEGON,  1879. 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  assem- 
bled in  the  city  of  Pobtland,  on  Monday,  the  9th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Bobert  Clow,  with  Grand  Officers, 
Grand  Bepresentatives  (M.  W.  J.  B.  Bayley  appearing  of  that  number 
as  representing  Alabama),  and  the  representatives  of  **8ixty-two  char- 
tered Lodges  with  delegates  from  six  Lodges  U.  D." — so  the  minutes 
declare  (but  the  recapitulation  of  statistics  claim  only  61  chartered  and 
3  U.  D.— there  is  some  error  here  !). 

A  busy  session  of  three  days,  devoted  mainly  to  matters  of  local  cou- 
cem,  was  required  to  dispose  of  the  necessary  labors  of  this  oommoni- 
cation. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  thoughtful  and  appropriate  docu- 
ment. 
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He  (liRcnfises  severnl  important  jniisdictional  questions  relating  to 
"Finance,"  ••The  Educational  iTund,"  Grand  Visitations,  etc.,  making 
suggestions  thereanent,  which  were  productive  of  suitable  responses,  in 
edicts,  from  the  Grand  Lodge. 

He  alludes  to  ••  Foreign  Relations  **  as  being  of  the  most  friendly 
character. 

Had  granted  Dispensntions  for  three  new  Lodges. 

Among  his  decisions  is  one  objecting  to  the  injustice  of  Lodge  By- 
LawH  disfranchising  members  who  are  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  says  on 
that  subject,  and  very  pertinently  too,  that : 

To  be  present  on  all  occ<isions  and  participate  in  the  business  trans- 
actions of  the  lodge,  is  a  right  inherent  iu  evt;ry  member  of  good  stand- 
ing ;  and  it  is  a  well  settled  principle  of  Masonic  law  that  a  brother 
cannot  be  deprived  of  his  rights  as  a  Master  Mason  or  member  of  a  par- 
ticular lodpe,  except  after  trial  and  conviction,  upon  written  charges 
duly  specifying  the  nature  of  the  offense  committed,  Neither  can  the 
rights  of  a  member  be  abridged,  except  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  to-wit :  erasure  from  the  roll  of  members.  Hence,  I 
am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  enforcement  of  such  a  resolution 
would  be  a  palpable  abridgement  of  the  rights  of  such  of  your  members 
as  may  be  in  arrears,  unwarranted  by  our  regulations  and  in  plain  vio- 
lation of  the  constitutional  provisions  quoted. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  in  alluding  to  the  statistics  of  that  year, 

states  the  increase  of  members 216 

The  number  who  had  died,  been  suspended,  expelled,  &c 197 

Showing  an  actual  increase  of  only 19 

The  Educational  Fund,  stated  at  $18,303  92,  was  disposed  of  by  an 
appropriation  of  the  whole  amount  for  the  purchase  of  ••  a  majority  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Masonic  Building  Association,  of  Portland, 
Oregon,"  and  measures  also  adopted  looking  to  further  purchases  of 
stock  in  that  Association.  We  hope  this  is  a  wise  financial  movement, 
otherwise  the  Educational  Fund,  besides  being  misappropriated,  may 
be  also  lost.  The  contributions  from  Subordinate  Lodges  were  ordered 
to  be  increased  ;  thus  providing  for  threatened  deficiency  of  revenue. 
The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  submitted  three  special 
reports.  One  on  the  Quebec-Scotland  difficulty,  with  the  following 
resolutions,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  American  Grand  Lodges  adhere  strictly  to  the  doctrine 
of  exclusive  territorial  jurisdiction.  They  will  not  invade  the  territory 
of  other  Grand  Lodges,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others.  That  this 
Grand  Lodge  will  not  recognize  as  regular  Masons  those  who  have  re- 
ceived degrees  in  lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  within  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

Resolvedt  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon  insists  upon  the  observ- 
ance on  this  continent  of  the  principle  of  exclusive  territorial  jurisdio- 
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tioD  of  Qrand  Lodges,  and  eaniestly  requests  that  the  Grand  Lodfire  of 
Scotland  will  reconsider  its  action  and  witbdmw  the  charters  granted 
for  the  organization  of  lodges  within  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Qnebec,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  fraternal  relations  may  be  at  once 
restored  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec. 

Another  allades  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  and  also  to  that  of  Nkw 
South  Wales,  saying  of  them  :  **  Yoar  Committee  are  not  prepared  to 
make  any  recommendation  at  this  session.'* 

The  third  report  allades  feelingly  and  in  appropriate  terms  of  eulogy 
to  the  death  of 

II.  W.  A.  J,  WHEKLEB, 

Late  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

The  Grand  Oration  was  delivered  by  R.  W.  and  Rev'd  J.  B.  N.  Bell, 
Grand  Chaplain,  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  to  fill  the  position  of 
Grand  Orator  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the 
party  daly  elected  to  that  position. 

The  Oration  is  good,  but  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  sach  pro- 
ductions in  adjacent  Masonic  jurisdictions. 

The  general 

liEPOBT  ON   OOBRESPONDEMCE 

Is,  as  heretofore,  from  the  pleasant  pen  of  Bro.  S.  F.  Chadwick,  Chair- 
man and  P.  G.  M. 

He  reviews  judiciously  and  courteously  the  work  and  deliverances  of 
39  Grand  Lodges.  The  Alabama  report  of  1878  is  appropriately  noticed. 
He  says  of  the  insurance  proposition,  which  we  eventually  declined  to 
participate  in,  that : 

We  think  the  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  have  each  member  pay  80 
much  annually  into  the  lodge,  as  a  pledge  that  at  the  death  of  a  brother, 
his  representatives,  wife  and  children,  shall  receive  as  many  dollars  as 
there  are  members  of  his  lodge.  Suppose  there  are  tifty  members,  that 
would  be  the  number  in  dollars  to  be  paid  on  the  death  of  a  brother. 
If  it  were  possible  for  a  Grand  Lodge  to  make  a  scale  of  insurance  and 
insure  the  lives  of  Its  members,  it  could  be  done  for  on^-hslf  of  what  is 
now  paid.  We  have  wondered  why  this  could  not  be  done.  Suppose 
there  are  5,000  members,  what  would  be  the  average  mortality?  Would 
it  be  50  per  annum?  If  so,  have  each  member  pay  $10  per  annum  into 
this  fund  for  insuring  his  lite.  The  return  would  be  very  handsome  to 
his  fomily. 

He  discusses,  in  his  conclusion,  the  infidel  new  departure  and  inno- 
vation of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  says  many  appropriate  things 
in  denunciation  thereof,  closing  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  French  maiority,  in  order  to  amend  their  oonstitutiou,  as  indi- 
cated, have  gone  back  on  the  traditions  of  the  institution  of  Masooiy 
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nnd  the  noble  principle  that  has  governed  the  worid  throngb  the  past. 
They  are  the  firnt  to  lead  on  to  infidelity  and  idolatry,  which  the  ineti- 
tntion  of  Freemasonry  was  designed  to  destroy  and  remove  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  As  every  Masonic  temple,  from  the  days  of  King 
Solomon  to  the  present  time,  has  been  reared  to  the  glory  of  the  ever- 
living  and  trae  God,  let  as,  brethren,  strengthen  oar  Masonic  edifices, 
increase  onr  faith  in  the  God  of  our  fathers,  and  make  the  Masonic 
boase  of  the  Lord  his  dwelling-place  for  ever;  that  we  may  remember 
always  that  there  can  be  no  Masonic  workmen  where  the  Grand  Archi- 
tect is  not. 

OILLND  0FFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  R.  P.  Earhart Grand  Master. 

It.  W.  Bro.  J.  W.  Pratt  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges  64—3  of  which  are  U.  D. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  1879. 

The  book  of  minutes  famished  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  for  A.  D. 
1879,  include  abstracts  of  the  proceedings  of  its  quarterly  communica- 
tions of  March  5th,  June  4th,  September  3d,  and  December  3d,  followed 
by  the  minutes  of  its  Grand  Annual  Communication,  held  at  Philadel- 
phia (as  were  all  the  others  convened),  December  27,  1879. 

The  quarterly  of  December  3d  was  apparently  the  most  important 
business  meeting,  for  in  that  wie  find  the  most  interesting  details  of 
finance  and  home  legislation.  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Michael  Nisbet, 
presiding,  with  195  constituent  Lodges  represented. 

The  detail  reports  of  its  financial  condition  presented  to  this  commu- 
nication, while  showing  the  large  debt  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  equally 
illustrate  its  power  and  ability  to  carry  the  load  without  serious  incon- 
venience and  its  intelligent  provision  for  its  ultimate  li<juidation.  It  is 
seldom  that  such  Grand  Lodge  debts  are  as  prudently  and  consistently 
controlled. 

The  balance  sheet  shows  a  debt,  *'  Masonic  Temple  Bedemption  Loan  " 
of $1,320,500  00 

(Relieved  by  a  sinking  fund  of.  say  $190,000  00). 

With  an  annual  interest  burden  of  about  $79,000  00. 

Its  charity  fund  is  accumulated  under  two  trusts— one  called  "The 
Stephen  Gimrd  Charity  Fund  "  of $  61,210  05 

And  the  other  styled,  "  The  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  '*. .    70,010  05 

Total  of  Charity  Funds $131,220  10 

These  funds  are  under  control  of  Trustees  and  the  income  distributed 
for  charitable  purposes,  according  to  original  design,  that  of  the  first 
(Stephen  Girard)  by  64  ** Stewards,"  and  the  earnings  of  the  latter 
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throagh  64  *•  AlrooDers,"  each  fund  disbnreiDs?  over  $3,500  annnally  in 

CHABTTY. 

As  agiiinst  the  debt,  above  stated,  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
in  real  estate,  is  valned  at  $1,919,126  95. 

Grand  Master  Nisbet  opened  the  Grand  Communication  of  Decem- 
ber 27tb  in  ample  form,  and  delivered  an  interesting  annual  address,  in 
which  he  allnden  appropriately  to  the  incidents  of  the  year,  indicating 
alike  his  watchful  and  intelligent  supervision  of  the  Craft  and  its  gen- 
erally prosperous  condition.  He  alludes  to  the  financial  condition  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  as  "  satisfactory,"  and  mentions  but  one  disagreeable 
incident  of  current  events,  which  is  thus  presented,  viz  : 

Through  the  public  papers  we  learned,  that  in  a  recent  investigation 
before  a  Committee  of  our  State  Legislature,  the  fair  name  of  Freema- 
sonry was  dragged  through  the  dirty,  slimy  pool  of  political  bnbery 
and  corruption.  Masons  are  but  men,  and  are  subject  to  all  their  weak- 
nesses, and  it  should  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  there  are  some 
who  eudeavor  to  pervert  our  institution  to  improper  purpo«ei9,  but  when 
the  attempt  to  prostitute  our  Fraternity  to  accomplish  nefarious  ends 
becomes  known,  the  offender  should  meet  with  speedy,  and  condign 
punishment.  The  purity  of  our  Fraternity  must  t>e  preserved  at  all 
hazards.  We  know  not  if  those  who  thus  basely  used  our  name,  are 
Masons,  but  if  they  are,  we  call  upon  the  Lodges  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached, to  bring  tbem  to  trial,  that  no  such  unworthy  members*  may  be 
permitted  to  continue  among  us. 

Masons  are  at  present  peculiarly  tempted  to  engage  iu  political  effort 
and  generally  from  pure  and  unselfish  motives,  indeed,  their  aid  in 
controlling  legislation  is  diligently  sought  after,  from  apparent  or  pro- 
fessed motives  of  public  good.  But  the  politics  of  the  day  are  in  that 
pitchy  category  that  almost  forbids  the  touch  of  clean  hands  for  fear  of 
being  soiled.  We  think  the  peculiar  danger  now  threatening  masonry, 
from  without,  is  the  allurements  held  out  to  our  members  to  accept,  and 
even  seek^  political  preferment ! 

To  us,  and  probably  to  our  readers,  the  most  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive contents  of  this  volume  is  the 

BEPOUT  ON  OOBBE8PONDENCB, 

And  to  it  we  propose  to  devote  the  remainder  of  the  space  allotted  to 
Pennsylvania  in  this  review  of  Grand  Lodge  work. 

Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  the  wise  and  accomplished  Chairman  of  tha 
Pennsylvania  Committee,  addr3sse8  the  Craft  in  general,  in  the  intro- 
ductory paragraphs  of  his  report,  with  words  of  fraternal  and  instruc- 
tive salutation,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  gives 
us  assurance  of  sympathy  and  love  for  all  who  hold  fast  to  the  mystic 
faith  in  purity  and  consistency.     He  says  in  this  connection  that : 
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Words  are  but  the  Rigns  we  vme  to  make  known  the  hidden  Rignifi- 
cance  which  lies  veiled  in  their  combination.  He  only  can  interpret 
thi8  significance  who  has  been  bronght  to  the  light  in  which  he  can 
behold  the  otherwise  invisible. 

Whatever  is  sacred,  fundamental,  indestructible,  unalterable  in  the 
Masonic  faith,  existing  since  the  earliest  of  days  ;  and  by  the  same 
faith,  courage  and  virtue,  in  the  generations  to  come,  to  live  till  the 
world  shall  roll  away  like  a  scroll  ;  is  contained  in  these  bailings  of  the 
Craft.  In  the  roar  of  the  tempest  of  human  strifes,  or  in  the  darkness 
of  the  ignorances  and  hates  of  peoples,  the  Masonic  ear  and  eye  can 
hear  and  see  what  these  symbolic  salutations  intend  to  convey. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  we  salute  the  Brethren.  The  inner  life  of  the  Free- 
mason has  the  incidents  and  elements  like  unto  his  spiritual  life.  The 
latter  may  be  known  ;  the  former  can  be  by  those  who  have  the  capac- 
ity to  understand  what  Freemasonry  creates,  cultivates  and  cherishes. 

Therefore,  in  these  salutations,  those  who  offer  them  and  those  to 
whom  they  are  addressed  should  be  animated  alike  with  that  unseen 
power  which,  like  the  electric  current,  vital,  vigorous,  and  veiled  in  its 
own  laws,  communicates  that  mysterious  meaning  by  the  signs  of  words 
in  human  language  which  the  Masonic  heart  and  mind  fully  under- 
stand. 

His  review  embraces  the  proceedings  of  52  Grand  Lodges,  inclading 
those  of  Alabama  for  1878,  which  are  well  and  acceptably  quoted — 
noting  no  disapproval  of  our  acts  or  words. 

Bro.  Yuux  discusses  very  fully  and  exhaustively  the,  at  present,  vexed 
question  of  Grand  Lodge  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  announces  his 
conclusions  with  no  hesitan^^y.  He  says,  as  one  result  of  his  reasoning, 
that: 

Pennsylvania  would  feel  justified  in  defence  of  her  sovereignty  to  do 
any  act  that  prudence  and  a  courageous  determination  would  sanction. 
She  could  do  no  more  than  this  in  support  of  any  of  her  sister  Grand 
Lodges  who  are  contending  for  its  Masonic  independence.  When  a  ter- 
ritory is  open  to  the  settlement  by  competent  Masonic  power  of  Lodges 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  no  one  Grand  Lodge  has  exclusive,  prior, 
or  pre-empt  ton  rights.  When  three  or  more  Lodges  so  constituted,  and 
located  in  this  territory,  agree  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  with  notice  to 
all.  and  such  Grand  Lodge  is  lawfully  and  duly  set  up,  and  recognized 
as  such  Grand  Lodge,  she  then  becomes  supreme  and  sovereign.  To 
her  attaches  the  sovereignty  which  duly  warranted  and  lawfully  consti- 
tuted and  located  the  subordinate  Lodges  before  she  was  set  up.  It  is 
then  the  duty,  the  Masonic  duty,  the  obedience  to  the  law  of  Masonry, 
which  is  its  own  law,  for  each  of  the  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  to  surrender  their  original  charters  to  the  power 
which  granted  them,  and  accept  charters  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
jurisdiction,  and  become  faithful  devoted  children  of  the  Masonic 
Mother. 

It  may  be  said  that  there  is  no  analogy  for  such  a  course  in  universal 
Masonry  in  the  affairs  of  the  profane  world.  That  **  universal  Masonry'* 
contains  within  its  theoretic  doctrine  the  very  certain  incident  of  its 
destruction  we  cannot  admit.  That  is  preposterous  either  in  theory  or 
practice,  for  the  practical  attempt  to  carry  it  out  would  produce  frac- 
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tions  of  this  aniversal  rale,  if  it  was  ever  either  a  theory  or  a  role, 
which  we  deny. 

We  italicise  as  above,  aud  ask  Bro.  Yaax  if  the  three  or  more  Lodges 
Alladed  to,  did  not  include  the  majority  of  Lodges  in  a  given  territory, 
would  he  recognize  the  right  of  sach  minority  to  establish  a  Grand 
Lodge? 

Of  the  coarse  pursued  by  Scotland  towards  Quebec,  he  says  : 

While  the  Committee  feels  great  respect  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, find  has  but  lately  opened  Masonic  relations  with  her,  we  are  con- 
strained to  utter  our  earnest,  solemn  protest  against  this  signal,  unjus- 
tifiable aud  unwarranted  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec.  In  all  kindness,  in  the  bonds  of  Masonry,  in  love 
and  respect,  in  the  spirit  of  long-suffering  and  kindness,  we  invoke  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  yield  her  own  judgment,  and  to  modify 
her  action,  to  accept  the  entreaties  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States  and  withdraw  her  sanction  of  the  insubordination  which  her 
Lodges  are  producing  in  the  Craft.  We  ask  the  Grand  Representative 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  take  suitable 
occasion  to  bring  these  views  before  that  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  the  spirit 
of  fraternal  regard,  and  the  amenities  of  Masonic  intercourse,  to  urge 
them  on  the  serious  attention  of  our  Brethren  in  Scotland.  To  make 
our  appeal  more  earnest,  we  take  this  last  occasion  to  refer  to  it  in  the 
language  of  entreaty.  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  insists  on  the 
position  she  now  holds,  this  Committee  will  be  forced  by  the  rigor  of 
consistency  and  the  devotion  to  the  Masonic  law  we  have  asserted  to  be 
obligatory  on  us,  as  it  is  on  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States, 
promptly  to  ask  the  dissolution  of  all  Masonic  intercourse  between  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Pennsylvania  and  Scotland.  This  is  not  offered  either 
as  menace  or  compulsion,  but  only  to  show  that  we  have  felt  it  our  duty 
in  again  making  this  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  accom- 
pany it  with  the  assurance  that  it  is  final  on  this  question. 

His  greeting  in  "conclusion"  to  his  Brethren  of  ''Correspondence," 
is  pleasant  and  encouraging,  as  follows  : 

Thus  have  we  devoted  hours,  pleasant  hours,  to  the  review  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  whose  Proceedings  have  received  our  careful  attention. 
We  rejoice  to  see  in  them,  and  by  them,  that  Masonry  round  the  globe 
is  prosperous  and  harmonious,  and  challenging  the  respect  of  the  pro- 
fane. There  are  some  places,  it  is  true,  where  we  wish  we  could  apply 
these  remarks,  but  it  may  be  that  the  lesson  and  teaching  of  these  ex- 
ceptions will  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  Craft  to  warn  them  to  avoid 
errors.  Our  present  converse  with  our  Brethren  of  Committees  of  For- 
eign Correspondence  has  been  to  us,  the  highest  gratification.  We  take 
deep  interest  in  witnessing  the  methods  they  each  of  them  have  adopted 
in  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties.  We  doubt  if  the  closest 
investigator,  using  the  highest  lens  that  envy  can  manufacture,  will  t>e 
able  to  discover  one  unkind  thought  in  all  the  pages  of  all  the  pam- 
phlets containing  those  Proceedings.  We  doubt  if  in  any  human  insti- 
tution having  such  varied  and  extended  foreign  relations,  the  like  can 
be  said.  We  feel  towards  our  Brethren,  Chairmen  of  Committees  of 
Foreign  Correspondence,  that  personal  regard  and  esteem  which  bind 
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QR  together  in  the  chain  of  Masonio  friendship.     And  so  we  close  this 
labor  of  Masonic  love. 

OBAin>  07FICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Michael  Nisbet  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  Thomson  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 376. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND,  1879. 

The  fourth  grand  annual  communication  of  this  jurisdiction  was  held 
In  the  city  of  Gharlottetown,  Tuesday,  June  24th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present— M.  W.  John  Yeo,  Grand  Master,  with  Grand  and  Past  Grand 
Officers,  with  nine  Grand  Representatives  (Alabama  not  represented), 
and  the  representatives  of  ten  constituent  Lodges^ 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  brief  and  somewhat  apologetic  for  im- 
perfect ijerformance  of  his  work  having  been  constrained  by  business 
engagements  to  devote  less  time  to  the  duties  of  bis  office  than  be  de- 
sired to  do. 

Briefly  be  states  that : 

Since  our  last  Annual  Communication  nothing  of  importance,  affect- 
ing the  Craft  within  this  jurisdiction,  has  transpired. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  acknowledges  receipt  of  numer- 
ous reports  of  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges,  those  of  Alabama  for  1877 
and  1878  being  included  in  this  list  of  recognized  correspondents. 

The  work  of  the  Craft  seems  to  have  prospered  in  this  jurisdiction, 
only  moderately  during  the  year,  and  the  statistics  show  a  "falling  off'' 
of  eighteen  members.  Harmony  and  good  intent,  however,  prevail, 
prophetic  of  future  increase. 

Preceding  the  annual  there  was  held  a  "regular,"  24th  June,  1878, 
ann  a  Special  Communication,  19th  f^ebrnary,  1879,  the  proceedings  of 
which  are  given  in  this  report  but  present  no  items  of  general  interest. 

ORAND  OFFIOEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  Yeo  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  George  W.  Wakeford Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 12. 

QUEBEC,  1879. 

We  greet  with  welcome  the  volume  of  proceedings  detailing  the  labors 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  at  its  tenth  annual  communica- 
tion, held  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  on  Wednesday,  September  24th, 
A.  D.  1879. 
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»»M.  W.  Bro.  Melbourne  M.  Tait  on  the  Throne/*  with  the  osual 
Grand  AwistantH,  and  49  constituent  Lodges  represented. 

We  fiud  no  unusual  topics  discussed  at  this  commnnication. 

Grand  Master  Tait,  us  usual,  delivered  a  very  appropriate  address, 
giving  a  clear  and  infelligent  narrative  of  local  events,  and  calling  at- 
tention to  such  general  matters  as  seemed  to  require  mention. 

Of  the  unfortunate  intrusion  upon  bis  jurisdiction  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  ot  Scotland,  and  also  of  unadjusted  claims  (similar  we  believe) 
of  that  of  England,  he  says  : 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  difficulties  which  existed 
between  our  brethren  both  in  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Manitoba 
have  been  adjusted  ;  would  that  I  could  report  a  similar  result  as  regard 
onr  own  difficulties,  but  unhappily  I  cannot  do  so.  In  accordance 
with  the  resolution  passed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  communica- 
tion, requesting  and  authorizing  me,  either  by  personal  interview,  or 
by  the  appointment  of  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  to 
endeavor  to  secure  a  speedy  and  amicable  solution  of  all  pending  diffi- 
culties between  us,  I  appointed  as  such  delegate  M.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Gra- 
ham, P.  G.  M. .  of  this  Gnind  Lodge,  whose  perfect  familiarity  with  oar 
history  and  with  the  jurisprudence  of  masonry  on  the  subject  pointed 
out  as  the  fittest  person  I  could  appoint,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  no  more  able  representative  could  have  been  chonen.  M. 
W.  Bro.  Graham  kindly  accepted  the  position,  and  requested  that  if 
possible  R.  W.  Bro.  Isaacson  should  be  associated  with  him,  intimating 
that  they  would  be  willing  between  them  to  save  any  extra  expense 
which  might  be  incurred  by  having  two  delegates  sent  instead  of  one. 
I  consulted  the  Board  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  and  with  their  ap- 
proval I  nominated  both  Brothers  Graham  and  Isaacson  as  onr  delega- 
tion under  that  resolution,  and  the  Board  were  kind  enough  to  vote  a 
sum  of  money  towards  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  should  they  pro- 
ceed to  carry  out  the  object  of  their  appointment,  but  circumstances 
have  occurred  which  have  made  it  impossible  for  the  brethren  named 
to  proceed  together  to  England,  and  consequently  nothing  has  as  yet 
been  done. 

The  invasion  of  our  territory  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has 
been  condemned  by  almost  every  Grand  Lodge  on  this  Continent  which 
has  considered  our  question,  and  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  cut  off  all 
communication  with  her,  but  as  yet  she  has  made  no  sign  of  abandon- 
ing her  position. 

Only  two  courses  seem  open  to  us  :  one  is  to  wait  another  year  to  see 
if  she  will  pay  attention  to  the  remonstrances  addressed  to  her  by  her 
Sister  Grand  Lodges  or  to  the  representations  which  may  b«  made  to 
her  through  a  delegation  or  otherwise,  and  the  other  is  to  invite  her  to 
arbitrate.  In  the  case  of  England,  we  can  also  either  wait  till  our  dele- 
gation report  the  result  of  their  efforts,  or  oflfer  to  arbitrate.  Upon  yoa 
rests  the  responsibility  of  deciding  which  course  should  be  pnrsned. 

I  would  also  suggest,  particularly  as  we  have  no  Committee  on  For- 
eign Correspondence  this  year,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw 
np  a  statement  for  publication  giving  the  history  of  our  difficalties  with 
foreign  Grand  Bodies,  the  opinions  expressed  and  action  taken  by  Sis* 
ter  Grand  Lodges  on  the  subject,  and  the  reasons  which  we  believe  to 
justify  our  position. 
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We  Khali  be  delighted  to  hear,  and  hope  soon  to  be  so  gratilied  that, 
all  the  clouds  of  aatiqnated  jurigdiotional  error  which  have  so  of  late 
disturbed  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Quebec  are  scattered  and  gone. 

GRAND    OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  H.  Graham,  L.  L.  D Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Isaacson  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges  60  (one  U.  D. ). 

RHODE  ISLAND,  1879. 

The  report  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  for  1879  gives  the  proceedings 
of  several  communications  held  in  1878,  1879,  viz :  A  special  June 
10th,  1878,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  Redwood  Lodge  No.  35 ; 
another  special  June  15th,  same  year,  to  constitute  Unity  Lodge  No.  34. 

The  semi-annual  was  held  in  Providence,  November  18th,  1878.  An- 
other special  convened  in  the  same  city  March  24th,  1879,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  report  on  the  revision  of  the  Constitution,  as 
the  result  of  which  a  new  Constitution  was  adopted,  ordered  to  be 
printed  and,  as  the  Grand  Secretary  subsequently  reported,  was  pro- 
mulgated May  loth,  1879. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication,  the  89th,  was  held  in  Providence, 
May  18th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present  (at  this  and  all  preceding  communications),  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Charles  R.  Cutler,  with  30  constituent  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  is  the  first  business  noted  in  the  record, 
giving  11  clear  and  concise  statement  of  his  official  acts  with  an  ap- 
proved list  of  collections  and  disbursements. 

Then  a  report  on  Correspondence  follows,  and  finally  the  annual  ad- 
dress of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  presented.  We  note  this  order  of 
proceedings  as  quite  unusual  and  possibly  peculiar  to  Rhode  Island. 
The  annual  address  is  a  brief  but  good  executive  message,  confined, 
however,  to  topics  of  local  interest.  He  had  created  one  new  Lodge  by 
dispensation. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Rev.  and  W.  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
and  the  following  extract  will  explain  its  intention,  as  well  as  intimate 
its  brief  proportions,  etc.,  viz  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  herewith  submit  their 
fourth  annual  report.  The  proceedings  of  some  fifty  Grand  Lodges 
have  been  received  during  the  year.  By  means  of  these  publications 
much  light  is  thrown  upon  questions  of  Masonic  importance,  and  valn- 
fible  information  is  disseminated  respecting  the  condition,  legislation, 
and  movements  of  the  Craft  in  the  various  jurisdictions.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  review  somewhat  at  length  these  proceedings,  and  to  pre- 
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sent  a  RyDopsis  of  the  reports  and  doinpis  therein  embodied.  Tour 
Couimittee,  however  do  Dot  anderstaud  that  this  work  is  expected  of 
them,  and  their  report,  therefore,  ^ill  deal  only  with  sneh  matterH  af- 
fecting the  relations  of  this  Grand  Lodf^e  with  other  Grand  Masonic 
Bodies  as  seem  to  them  of  special  importance,  and  of  a  character  re- 
quiring the  notice  of  this  Body. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Grand 
Lodges  with  which  this  Grand  Body  is  in  official  communication  are  in 
sabstantial  agreement  as  regards  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  In- 
stitntion,  and  that  an  intelligent  administration  of  Masonic  afifairs  per- 
vades the  various  jurisdictions. 

The  Committee  on  Library  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  numerous 
Grand  Lodge  Proceedings,  including  those  of  Alabama  for  187^<. 

The  following  disapproval  of  the  Grand  Master's  official  acts  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  but  not  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  viz  : 

The  first,  that  of  the  election  of  a  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  I, 
to  take  the  place  of  the  Master  elected  at  the  annual  communication  and 
who  had  deceased,  and  which  was  held  by  a  dispens<ition  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master. 

Your  Committee  acknowledge  the  power  existing  in  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  to  issue  such  a  dispensation,  but  inas- 
much as  the  law  of  Masonry  provides  for  tilling  such  a  vacancy  by  suc- 
cession, your  Committee  suggest  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  dis- 
pensation in  such  cases  should  only  be  used  as  in  this  instance  after 
mature  deliberation. 

The  second  matter  is  that  of  issuing  a  dispensation  for  the  formation 
of  a  Lodge  without  a  fee  therefor. 

This  presents  a  question  of  great  importance  to  Grand  Lodge  and  one 
brought  to  its  notice  for  the  first  time  in  its  history  so  far  as  is  believed. 
It  is  the  understood  law  of  the  jurisdiction  that  the  Grand  Master  may 
dispense  with  any  provision  of  the  Grand  Constitution  at  his  pleasure 
except  that  fixing  the  hour  of  the  election  of  a  Grand  Master  of  Masons, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is  also  understood  that  there  are  certain  provi- 
sions which  should  not  be  dispensed  with,  and  in  this  class  is  that  pro- 
vision requiring  the  payment  of  a  fee  for  the  issuing  of  a  dispensation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  principle  applies  to  all  the  regulations  in  re- 
gard to  the  formation  of  Lodges,  and  those  should  on  no  account  be 
subject  to  change  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  and 
only  after  due  deliberation  of  Grand  Lodge*  The  Committee  regret  to 
disapprove  of  this  action  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  this  rettpect 

GBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Edward  L.  Freeman Grand  Master, 

R.  W.  Bro.  Edwin  Baker  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 34 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1879. 

Grand  Lodge  met  in  anuoal  commanication  in  the  city  of  Charleston 
(103  annaal). 

M.  W.  Augustine  T.  Smythe,  Grand  Master,  with  all  Grand  Officers 
present,  and  also  the  Representatives  of  158  constituent  Lodges. 

Tbe  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  good  and  compact  message  devoted 
mainly  to  local  matters,  with  a  brief  allusion  to  Fobeign  Relations 
however,  under  which  heading  he  speaks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, that  of  Manitoba,  and  also  of  New  South  Wales. 

He  announced  fifteen  decisions  for  the  year,  several  of  which  we  re- 
produce as  relating  to  questions  of  general  interest,  viz : 

An  applicant  once  rejected  by  a  Lodge,  can  never  again  apply  for 
initiation  to  any  other  but  the  same  Lodge. 

The  Lodge  first  receiving  the  application  of  a  candidate,  acquires  a 
right  to  confer  upon  him  his  degrees,  which  is  not  taken  away  by  his 
removal  to  another  jurisdiction.  Any  other  Lodge  conterring  tbe  de- 
grees upon  him,  can  do  so  only  by  courtesy,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
first,  and  the  fees  for  the  degrees  belong  to  the  latter. 

There  is  no  rule  that  requires  or  allows  a  committee  on  an  applica- 
tion, to  give  reasons  for  an  unfavorable  report. 

An  unaffiliated  Mason  still  remains  subject  to  the  government  of  the 
Order,  and  may  be  tried  and  punished  for  any  offense  by  the  Lodge 
within  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides. 

The  proceedings  are,  as  usual  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  interesting  even 
in  the  details  relating  only  to  matters  of  local  administration,  for  they 
are  marked  by  intelligence  and  precision. 

In  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  Bro.  Chas.  Inglesby, 
Grand  Secretary  and  Correspondent,  submitted  a  series  of  resolutions 
condemnatory  of  lier  action  towards  Quebec,  closing  with  the  following 
excellent  suggestion  or  overture,  viz  : 

Resolved.  That  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  will  hereby  join 
with  other  Grand  Lodges,  in  Fraternal  remonstrance  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  so  long  established  as  an  eminent  governing  body, 
whose  practice  has  ever  been  to  conserve  the  principles  of  Masonic 
right  and  universal  justice,  in  the  hope  that  she  may  be  induced  to  re- 
consider her  action  in  the  true  interest  of  Masonry. 

The  Committee  on  Jubispbudence  reported  as  follows  on  restoration 
of  expelled  members,  viz  : 

That  they  have  considered  carefully  the  question  as  to  what  vote  is 
required  to  restore  to  the  privileges  of  Masonry  a  Brother  who  has  been 
expelled,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  requires  a  unanimous 
ballot  in  his  favor.  We  know  that  the  general  opinion  seems  to  prevail 
that  the  same  vote  that  can  expel  or  suspend,  can  restore.  But  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  would 
seem  to  indicate  otherwise.    It  takes  a  unanimous  ballot  to  elect  to  ini- 
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tiatiou,  to  advAnecrmeDt,  and  to  nffiliatioD.  It  also  takes  a  nnanimoas 
ballot  to  restore  a  Brother  to  membership  who  has  been  erased  from  the 
roll  of  the  Lodge  for  nou-paymeut  of  daes.  If  ho,  in  a  case  which  may 
be  termed  a  minor  offense,  if  an  offense  at  all,  why  shoald  not  the  same 
rale  prevail  in  graver  and  more  serioas  matters,  those  which  may  traly 
be  termed  crimes? 

THE  REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 

Is,  as  heretofore,  from  the  able  pen  of  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby,  and  is  in 
full  keeping  with  preceding  efforts  in  that  direction. 

Among  the  numerous  proceedings  reviewed,  those  of  Alabam  for  1878 
(58th  annual  communication),  are  fully  and  acceptably  noticed.  He 
objects  to  the  endowment  scheme  and  advises  us  to  **  leave  it  alone,'* 
which  was  precisely  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  though  we  did  it 
after  giving  its  advocates  a  full  hearing  as  a  matter  of  Miisonic  courtesy. 

ORA.ND   OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Augustine  T.  Smythe  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges  183—5  of  them  U.  D. 

TENNESSEE,  1879. 

The  66th  annual  communication  of  the  M «  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ten- 
nessee convened  at  Nashville,  November  10th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present  — M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  C.  Connor,  with  Grand  Officers, 
numerous  Past  Grands,  and  Grand  Representatives  (Alabama  not  rep- 
resented) ;  also,  the  Representatives  of  345  (of  412)  constituent  LodgeSi 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  very  long  (38  pages)  and  exhaustive. 
It  is  an  able  message,  presenting  in  ample  detail  the  characteristics  of 
his  administration,  and  the  condition  of  his  jurisdiction,  which  is  gen- 
erally prosperous,  although  he  says  they  have  too  many  Lodges,  as 
many  are  small  in  numbers  and  hence  inefficient. 

He  discusses  at  some  length,  and  appropriately,  the  Scotland-Quebec 
controversy,  recommending,  though  reluctantly,  (because  of  high  ap- 
preciation of  Scotch  Masonry  per  se)  non-iniercourse  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  as  necessary  to  the  defense  of  ••our  sovereignty." 

He  opposes  the  Kentucky  claim  to  control  one  S.  M.  Toliver,  and  is 
very  pronounced  in  his  opposition.  It  seems  that  Toliver  was  tried 
and  expelled  by  a  Tennessee  Lodge  for  an  offence  committed  under  its 
jurisdiction.  Pending  the  trial  Toliver  returned  to  Kentucky  and  asked 
to  be  tried  by  his  own  Lodge,  and  secured  the  interposition  in  his  be- 
half of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky.  A  request  to  stay  proceedings 
in  Tennessee  and  allow  the  trial  to  proceed  in  Kentucky,  was  made  by 
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the  Grand  Master  of  Ken  tacky  to  tbe  Grand  Master  of  Tennefisee  and 
refnsed  by  the  latter,  as  incompatible  with  the  law  of  his  jurisdiction. 
The  trial  was  continned  in  Tennessee, resnlting  in  the  expulsion  of 
Toliver.  Thus  has  arisen  a  very  serioas  and  regretable  controTersy  be« 
tween  Kentacky  and  Tennessee. 

Tennessee  suggests  a  commission  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  three  from 
each  Grand  Body,  to  meet  and  discuss  this  difference,  and  we  hope  this 
friendly  suggestion  was  carried  out,  and  that  harmony  has  already  been 
restored  through  that  agency. 

It  were  a  shame  if  one  declared  expelled  by  a  recognized  Lodge, 
should  be  permitted  to  permanently  alienate  two  such  respectable  and 
powerful  Grand  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  announces  forty-five  *'  official  rulings,"  or  decis- 
ions, **on  points  not  heretofore  settled  by  the  Grand  Lodge."  Many 
of  these  rulings  are  exceedingly  interesting,  but  our  space  will  not  per* 
mit  of  their  reproduction. 

The  proceedings  under  review  are  marked  by  an  intelligent  and  ear* 
nest  application  to  the  duties  of  the  occasion.  The  reports  are  all,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Master's  address,  elaborate  presentations  of  the 
subjects  discussed,  but  quite  too  long  for  such  an  analysis  as  we  had 
proposed,  and  as  we  cannot  quote  any  portion  of  them  with  propriety, 
we  desist  from  further  comment  thereon. 

We  must  remark,  however,  that  the  proceedings,  addresses,  etc.,  of 
the  Lodge  of  Sorrow  are  by  no  means  the  least  attractive  of  the  many 
readable  portions  of  the  report. 

COBBESFONDENCE. 

The  Report  on  this  topic  is  from  the  able  pen  of  Bro.  Geoboe  Stodart 
Blackie,  and  is  full  of  good  thoughts,  expressed  in  good  words. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  54  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  those 
of  Alabama  for  1878  have  appropriate  space  and  comment.  Just  here 
we  beg  to  apologize  to  Bro.  George  for  having,  either  by  accident  of  the 
pen  or  a  mistake  of  the  printer,  substituted  Charles  for  George  in  an* 
nonncing  his  name.    Pardon  if  you  please. 

Bro.  Blackie  commends  the  report  of  our  Committee  on  Suspensions 
and  Appeals  for  that  year,  and  quotes  Bro.  Titcomb's  advice  and  warn- 
ing, as  to  profanity  and  drunkenness,  as  worthy  of  special  mention. 

In  the  openiog  of  his  report  Bro.  B.  makes  some  thoughtful  general 
remarks  as  to  the  general  condition  of  Masonry  as  developed  from  his 
stand-point,  which  we  quote  approvingly,  remarking,  however,  that  we 
do  not  like  that  one  feature  in  the  situation  known  as  **  non-payment  of 
dues,"  and  fear  there  is  danger  lurking  there, 

He  says : 
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The  affairs  of  the  Masonic  world  are  encoara^ing.  There  is  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  Cnitt  in  the  last  two  years, 
a  feeling  of  confidence  has  revived,  and  the  prospect  of  the  continued 
development  of  oar  Order  in  strength,  as  well  as  in  good  deeds,  never 
was  better. 

Generally,  all  is  well  throughout  the  hemispheres. 

GRAND   0FFICEB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Wilbur  F.  Foster Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  John  Frizzell  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Whole  number  of  Lodges 412. 

TEXAS,   1879. 

We  gladly  welcome  the  renewal  of  correspondence  with  Texis,  and 
from  the  character  of  the  report  before  us  realize  most  regretfully  our 
loss  in  having,  tor  two  years  past,  been  deprived  of  these  very  excellent 
and  instructive  volumes. 

The  proceedings  now  under  consideration  report  the  work  of  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  at  its  44th  annual  communication,  held  at 
Houston,  December  1 1th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present — M.  W.  John  B.  Jones,  Gnind  Master,  with  numerous  Grand 
and  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  177  constitaent 
Lodges.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  presence  of  any  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, although  we  recognize,  among  the  prominent  workers  of  the 
session,  several  who  we  know  to  be  accredited  as  such  representatives. 

It  appears  to  be  the  custom  in  this  Grand  Lodge  for  both  the  Grand 
and  Deputy  Grand  Masters  to  present  annual  addresses.  We  do  not 
exactly  understand  what  duties  are  apportioned  to  each  officer,  for  both 
addresses  allude  in  some  respects  to  similar  official  acts,  as  to  local  ad- 
ministration ;  but  the  Grand  Master's  address  is  the  more  general  of 
the  two,  and  we  suppose  condenses  the  home  work  of  the  Deputy,  and 
thus  reproduces  his  report. 

Both  addresses  are  good,  and  together  they  present  a  very  fair  view 
of  the  **true  inwardness ''  of  Masonry  in  that  region. 

Texas  is  an  immense  territory,  rapidly  increasing  in  population  by 
immigration  from  other  States  and  nations,  causing  a  great  annnal  in- 
flux of  peoples,  far  trom  being  homogeneous  in  language  or  character- 
istics. With  its  frontiers,  too,  bounded  either  by  the  remote  counties 
of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas  or  by  Mexico  and  Now  Mexico,  the  latter 
scarcely  yet  redeemed  from  its  original  foreign  habit,  we  might  natu- 
rally expect  to  hear  of  great  and  oft-recurring  irregularities  as  embar- 
rasKing  the  rule  of  Masonry  in  that  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Such  is  not 
the  cA8<s  however,  and  we  are  equally  surprised  and  gratified  to  find  so 
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few  indications  of  internal  or  border  tronbles  as  are  intimated  in  the 
Grand  Master's  address.  The  principal  Jtrouble  of  this  latter  descrip- 
tion arose  iu  contact  with  Louisiana,  where,  strange  to  say,  the  anomaly 
is  presented,  in  this  case,  of  a  Louisiana  Lodge  being  officered  by  Texas 
Masons. 

Complaint,  however,  of  this  difficulty  was  promptly  and  satisfactorily 
met  by  Louisiana,  and  Texas  material  will  no  longer  be  worked  up  by 
Adonuah  Lodge  (Louisiana.) 

We  may  remark  just  here,  par  parenthesis,  that  in  Texas,  as  in  Cali- 
fornia, aforetime,  Masonry  is  demonstrating  its  conseryative  influence, 
and  its  power  to  control  the  most  incongruous  and  discordant  elements 
of  population. 

The  Grand  Master  greets  the  Lodge  representatives  with  a  very  per- 
tinent intimation  of  duty  as  follows,  viz : 

Brethren,  you  are  here  as  the  representatives  of  all  the  Subordinates 
in  the  Gn\nd  Lodge  Jurisdiction.  Each  one  of  you  is,  or  should  be, 
well  informed  in  regard  to  the  true  condition  of  the  Lodge  he  repre- 
sents. If  your  Lodge  needs  Masonio  light,  it  is  your  bonnden  duty  to 
prepare  yourself  to  furnish  that  light.  If  discord  exists  among  the 
members  of  your  Lodge,  you  should  seek  the  means  of  restoring  peace 
aud  harmony.  And  especially  is  it  the  duty  of  all  who  are  called  to 
preside,  and  who  accept  the  responsible  office  of  W.  M.,  to  qualify 
themselves  to  preside  with  firmness  and  impartiality,  aud  to  be  ever 
ready  and  able  to  impart  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to  the  members 
of  their  Lodges.  A  Worshipful  Master  who  neglects  to  qualify  himself 
in  these  all  important  requisites  fails  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  Mason. 

He  announces  the  death  of  Bro.  £.  H.  Cushing,  late  Chairman,  Cor- 
respondent, with  appropriate  words  of  eulogy  and  expressions  of  deep 
regret ;  and  also  the  death  of  R.  W.  J.  J.  McBride,  P.  D.  Grand  Blas- 
ter, a  Mason  of  high  repute,  a  citizen  without  reproach. 

He  announces  five  Lodges  as  demised,  had  granted  dispensation  for 
the  formation  of  only  one  new  Lodge,  refusing  application  for  four 
others.  The  Deputy  Grand  Master,  however,  states  that  he  had  (onder 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution)  issued  dispensations  for  eight  new 
Lodges,  and  just  here  is  where  we  are  troubled  to  know  the  allotment 
of  duties  to  these  officers,  as  wo  cannot  refer  to  the  constitution. 

The  questions  decided  by  the  Grand  Master  are  diverse  from  any  that 
have  attracted  our  attention  heretofore,  and  we  give  several  of  them  as 
specimens  of  new  difficulties  adjusted  by  competent  authority,  viz  : 

Question  I.  -Should  a  candidate  who  has  conscientious  scruples  about 
swearing,  but  will  affirm,  be  estopped  therefor  from  taking  the  Degrees? 

An8iioer.~Ye8.  There  is  no  place  in  the  Ritual  where  the  word  affirm 
can  be  substituted  for  any  word  that  is  used.  One  who  cannot  con- 
scientiously conform  to  all  the  requirements  of  our  Order  has  no  place 
among  us. 
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Question  2.— Has  the  J.  W.  the  rif?ht  to  prefer  charpres  for  groKS  un- 
lunHonic  cooduot  against  a  Brother  who  couducted  a  party  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  into  a  Masonic  Hall,  and  instigated  and  aided  in  carrying  on 
a  dance,  notwithstanding  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Lodge  pro- 
tested against  it? 

Anmcer.—He  not  only  had  the  right,  bnt  it  was  his  bonnden  duty  to 
do  so.  A  Lodge  would  certainly  be  inexcusably  derelict  in  its  duty  if 
it  failed  to  arraign  and  try  a  member  for  doing  that  which  the  Lodge 
itbelf  is  so  positively  forbidden  to  permit  by  Resolution  65(i.  Whether 
the  Brother  is  guilty  of  gross  nnmasonic  conduct  or  not  is  a  question 
to  be  decided  by  a  vote  of  the  Lodge  having  all  the  facte  and  circum- 
stances of  the  particular  case  before  them  in  the  trial. 

Q:u€aiion  3.— Does  betting  on  horse  races  come  under  the  provision  of 
Article  5,  Chapter  5,  Section  25,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  so  as 
to  be  punishable  by  the  Lodges? 

Ansuer.—I  can  find  no  definition  of  the  word  in  any  authority  at  my 
command  which  would  Juntify  such  a  construction.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  our  State  has  held,  in  more  than  one  instance,  that  betting  on 
horse  races  is  not  gambling.  I  believe  the  section  alluded  to  was  sug- 
gested or  based  upon  one  of  the  "Ancient  Charges  at  makings,"  which 
says,  *'A  Mason  must  be  no  common  player  at  the  cards,  dice,  or  haz- 
ard, or  any  other  unlawful  plays,''  etc.  For  these  reasons  I  decide  that 
betting  on  horse  races  does  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  section 
of  the  Constitution  named. 

He  decides,  also,  that  the  P.  M.  degree  m>ts<  be  taken  before  a  W.  M. 
elect  can  preside.  To  this  we  dissent,  for,  as  heretofore  stated,  it  sub- 
ordinates the  Lodge  to  the  Chapter,  and  '*put8  the  cart  before  the 
horse."  The  Symbolic  Degrees  are,  with  us,  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega 
of  Ancient  Freemasonry,  and  cannot  be  made  subservient  to,  or  depend- 
ent upon,  the  Chapter  as  such  ruling  would  necessitate. 

But  we  must  here  leave  the  Grand  Master*s  address,  remarking  that 
it  is  a  very  able  message,  giving  a  clear  view  of  the  condition  of  affaire 
in  his  jurisdiction,  generally  favorable  as  to  the  state  of  the  Craft,  and 
indicating  abundant,  as  well  as  arduous,  labors  performed  during  the 
year,  work  so  well  done  that  the  Grand  Lodge  by  special  report  and 
resolution  thanked  him  for  the  services  rendered. 

A  leading  and  very  interesting  feature  in  these  proceedings  is  the 

BEPOltT  ON   COBEESPONDENCE, 

By  Bro.  J.  H.  McLeary,  Chairman,  who  succeeded  Bro.  Ed,  EL  Cnsh- 
ing,  deceased,  long  known  and  revered  as  the  able  and  courteous  cor- 
respondent of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Texas.  Bro.  McLeary's  first  report, 
now  before  us,  bears  uum  istakeable  evidence  of  his  peculiar  fitness  for 
the  duty  assigned  him  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  although  he  seems  to  be 
unable  to  "see  himself  as  others  see  him,"  as  the  following  apologetic 
paragraph  indicates,  viz : 

When  called  upon  to  undertake  the  work  of  writing  the  report  on 
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Foreign  Correspondence,  the  chairman  was  greatly  anrprised  and  al- 
most frightened  at  the  immense  labor  and  responsibility  thns  pat  npon 
his  shoulders ;  but  he  felt  that  it  was  a  daty  some  one  had  to  perform, 
and  he  thought  that  his  tarn  might  as  well  come  this  year  as  at  any 
other  time. 

Now  we  can  trnthfally  say,  'Mn  response  to  this,'*  that  we  wish  we 
could  do  as  well— emphatically  so.  To  us  the  report  alluded  to  has  a 
"singular  form  and  beauty"  truly  commendable.  It  differs  essentially 
from  all  other  reports  heretofore  received  by  us,  and  that  difference  is 
of  itself  one  of  the  merits  of  the  work. 

The  report  is  subdivided  into  eight  departments  as  follows : 

Ist  The  United  States  of  America. 

Under  this  division  is  given  a  very  fair  synoptical  review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  home  Grand  Lodges.  In  this  department  we  find  a  re- 
view of  the  doings  of  Alabama  at  the  58th  annual,  1878.  A  very  good 
epitome  of  our  work  is  given.  The  Bro.  prefers  the  Texas  rule,  causing 
the  old  officers  to  hold  over  for  the  year,  when  the  failure  to  elect  at  the 
proper  time  occurs,  to  our  practice  of  granting  dispensations  to  elect, 
under  like  conditions,  and  also  thinks  ihree^  instead  of  severit  is  the  in- 
dispensable number,  &c. 

2d.  British  America,  including  all  Grand  Lodges  of  those  provinces. 

3d.  Great  Britain. 

4th.  Germania  Grand  Lodges. 

5th.  The  Latin  Grand  Lodges. 

Under  this  division  are  included  all  countries  and  provinces  in  Amer- 
ica and  Europe  where  the  Latin  races  have  control,  and  poor  American- 
ized (masonically)  Cuba  fulls  into  line  here. 

Under  this  department  Bro.  MoLeary  gives  a  full  and  exceedingly  in- 
teresting account  and  full  explauatson  of  the  new  departure  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  commonly  called  "infidelitas."  He  is  dis- 
posed to  excuse  it  as  being  only  the  assertion  of  liberal  views,  of  to  the 
'  rights  of  conscience,  warranted  by  the  advanced  ideas  of  the  age  in 
reference  to  man's  humanity  to  man,  if  we  may  so  speak.  Your  views 
my  Brother  would  be  more  appropriate,  we  think,  if  it  were  a  question 
of  religion  or  sect.  But  does  Masonry  permit  in  its  rite:t  or  ethics  any 
presumption  of  no  God?  In  the  decisions  of  your  own  Grand  Master 
recently,  it  was  held  that  no  person  who  had  conscientious  scruples 
about  taking  an  oath  could  be  initiated  ;  why,  because  Masonry  re- 
quired the  oath  and  an  affirmation  could  not  be  substituted.  So  in  re- 
ference to  France  we  contend  that  Masonry  requires  the  recognition  of 
God,  and  no  Body  refusing  to  require  such  recognition  is  really  and 
truly  Masonic. 

The  sixth  division  embraces  *•  other  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the 
world.'     Egypt,  Hungary,  etc.,  come  under  this. 
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The  seventh  compiles  information  of  the  condition  of  all  aooee^ible 
Grand  Lodf^es,  of  later  date  than  the  latest  annual  report ;  songht  after 
by  circular  letter,  and  in  some  instances  obtained,  to  give  the  latest 
possible  intelligeDce  from  each.  This  we  think  is  impracticable  as  a 
general  practice. 

Under  the  eighth  sabdi vision  general  principles,  ethics,  and  contro- 
versial topics  are  discussed.  This  department  is  both  well  intended, 
and  well  conducted,  interestingly  so. 

But  we  are  lingering  longer  in  Texas  than  our  limits  warrant  and 
*•  hie  away  "  to  Utah,  that  land  where  the  Priest  is  the  Prophet  and  the 
Prophet  is  the  King,  and  where  duty  now  call  us. 

OBAMD  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  E.  G.  Bower Grand  Master. 

K.  W.  Bro.  Geo.  H.  Bringhurst  (re-elected ) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 420. 

UTAH,  1879. 

The  eighth  annual  communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Utah  was  held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  November  11th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  R.  W.  Frank  Tilford,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  prisiding,  (the 
G.  M.  Tbos.  Edward  Clohecy  being,  unavoidably,  absent, )  with  the 
Lodges,  six,  duly  represented. 

The  Grand  Manter's  annual  address  was  **  transmitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,"  and  was  read  by  the  Grand  Orator. 

It  is  an  exceedingly  appropriate  message,  and  indeed  we  may  remark 
of  all  addresses  and  reports,  of  which  latter  there  are  several,  that  they 
are  both  in  spirit  und  diction  fully  up  to  our  ideas  of  excellence. 

The  Grand  Master  makes  several  useful  suggestions,  and  among 
others,  the  following  good  one,  viz  : 

The  disturbed  condition  of  society  incident  to  all  new  mining  coun- 
tries, has  in  times  past  led  the  members  of  the  Fraternity  in  this  Terri- 
tory to  overlook  oi  pnrdon  conduct  on  the  part  of  erring  Brethren,  such 
as  would  in  older  communities  have  subjected  the  offenders  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Lodge.  This  excuse  no  longer  exists,  and  we  should  pro- 
ceed to  apply  the  corrective  principle,  that  the  morale  of  the  Institution 
may  be  by  uk,  sustained  in  the  highest  excellence  possible  to  humanity. 

Early  in  the  session  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  Ghistopher  Diehl  an- 
Donncod  his  intention  to  decine  that  office,  induced  thereto  by  failing 
health  und  the  demands  of  his  business.  We  thought  on  reading  this 
announcement — what  will  the  Grand  Lodge  do  when  this  indefatigable 
and  intelligent  worker  retires  ?    We  were  glad  to  find,  however,  in  the 
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Inter  proceedings  that  he  had  accepted  a  re-election,  and  wan  installed 
Grand  Secretary. 

One  Brother  accused  of  Mot  monism  was  tried  for  the  offense,  con- 
demned and  expelled. 

The  Scotland-Qaebec  controversy  called  forth  two  able  reports,  one 
from  the  Grand  Representative  of  Scotland,  Bro.  Jno.  S.  Scott  giving  a 
strong  and  well  written  appeal  for  moderation  in  jndging  of  the  atti- 
tude of  Scotland.  The  other  from  Bro.  Diehl,  Grand  Representative  of 
Qaebec,  forcibly  supporting  the  acts  of  the  lattt^r.  The  result  was  the 
adoption  of  resolutions  censuring  Scotland  and  Quebec  botht  for  acts  in- 
consistent with  Masonic  duty  and  etequette,  (pretty  near  right,)  but 
deprecating  harsher  measures. 

THE  BEPOBT  ON  €X)BBESPONDEKCE 

Is,  as  usual,  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Diehl,  and  is  **  in  line  "  with  his 
former  efforts.  The  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1878— 58th  annual — 
receive  pleasant  and  full  notice.  He  reviews  54  reports  in  all.  The 
wonder  is  how  he  could  do  the  work  assigned  him,  as  Grand  Secretary, 
Grand  Librarian  and  Correspondent,  so  well  and  acceptably  and  yet 
keep  up  his  business  labors  which  are  said  to  be  very  arduous. 

OBAND  OFFIOEBB. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Frank  Tilford Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Christopher  Diehl  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 6. 

VIRGINIA,  1879. 

The  102d  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia was  held  at  Richmond,  Monday,  December  8th,  A.  D.  1879,  and 
continued  in  session  three  days. 

Present,  M.  W.  Beverly  R.  Wdlford  Junior,  Grand  Master,  and  the 
Representatives  of  135  constituent  Lodges,  also  several  Past  Grand  Offi- 
cers and  numerous  Past  Mastebs  who,  it  appears,  are  permanent  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  also  note  the  presence  of  Grand  Repbe- 
SENTATIVES  of  many  Grand  Lodges  ;  but  no  representative  of  Alabama. 

Grand  Master  Wellford  delivered  an  excellent  address,  thoughtful  as 
well  as  methodical,  and  indicating  a  thorough  familiarity  with,  and  the 
full  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  trust. 

From  this  address,  supplemented  by  the  reports  of  the  District  Dep- 
uties (40  in  all),  we  get  a  very  fair  insight  into  the  Masonic  work  of 
the  year,  as  well  as  into  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction. 
Everything  appears  satisfactory  as  to  harmony,  stability,  and  progress. 
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The  Virginia  systeni  of  snperviHioD  is  admirable.  With  an  intelligent 
Grand  Master,  aided  by  nnmerous  and  competent  District  Deputies, 
each  snpervising  a  small  and  compact  district,  and  an  experienced 
Grand  Lecturer,  devoted  to  the  integrity  of  the  ntiial,  to  teach  the  les- 
sons when  reqaired— add  to  these  incentives  to  orderly  Lodge  govem- 
ment,  and  cnltare  in  the  principles  of  onr  Fraternity,  a  Grand  Secre- 
tary skilled  in  the  official  methods  of,  and  trained  to  dnty,  by  the  im- 
mortal DoYE,  and  it  were  stranqe  indeed  if  less  satisfactory  reealts  than 
those  in  these  minntes  shoald  have  manifested  themselves.  Virginia 
Masonry  is  surely  advancing  towards  the  perfect  development  of  that 
"wisdom,  strength  and  beauty,"  so  longingly  sought  after  by  all  who 
love  our  noble  art. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  death  of  P.  G.  Master  Edward  H. 
Lane.  A  loss  to  the  fraternity  mourned  by  all  of  the  Craft ;  equally, 
too,  a  loss  to  the  social  and  civil  life  of  Virginia,  for  he  was  genial,  hos- 
pitable and  patriotic,  as  is  fully  attested  by  the  memorial  address  adop- 
ted by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

It  seems  that  in  Virginia  the  Grand  Master  reviews  the  By-lAWs  of 
Lodges,  and  approves  or  disapproves  as  his  judgment  dictates.  We 
quote  some  excellent  reasons  for  disapproval,  given  in  this  address,  viz : 

I  have  disapproved  By-Laws  enacting  that  if  a  member  be  absent 
from  the  Lodge  tor  twelve  months  successively  he  shall  be  cited  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  be  suspended  therefor. 

This  provision  is  contained,  it  is  true,  in  the  Code  of  By-Laws  pub- 
lished in  the  Text-Book.  That  Code,  however,  has  never  been  formally 
approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and,  I  think,  in  this  particular,  con- 
flicts with  our  fundamental  laws.  Masonry  is  a  voluntary  institution, 
and  attendance  upon  our  meetings,  except  when  the  Brother  is  specially 
summoned,  cannot  be  enforced  by  fines  and  penalties.  The  e£fect  of 
such  a  law,  it  enforced,  could  only  be  to  encourage  what  it  is  our  doty 
and  interest  to  discourage  as  far  as  practicable— the  evil  of  non-affilia- 
tion. 

I  have  also  disapproved  By-Laws  prescribing  the  penalty  of  suspen- 
sion or  expulsion  for  certain  specified  offences. 

No  Subordinate  Lodge  has  a  right  to  make  an  exceptional  criminal 
code  for  its  own  members.  They  are  amenable  to  the  general  Masonic 
law  ;  and  if  they  violate  that  the  Lodge  must  discipline  them.  A  large 
discretion  is  conferred  upon  the  Lodge  in  determining  in  each  case 
whether  the  oflfence  should  be  visited  with  the  gravest  or  the  lightest 
punishment,  and  that  discretion  cannot  be  restricted  in  advance  of  the 
trial  by  any  general  law  peculiar  to  that  Lodge.  If  it  were  otherwise, 
the  rights  and  the  obligations  of  a  Mason  would  not  be  measured  by 
any  unchangeable  landmarks,  but  might  vary  in  every  Lodge  in  the 
same  Jurisdiction. 

We  quote  also  a  few  of  his  decisions  that  are  of  genertU  applicability, 
viz  : 

."ith.  I  decided  that  the  single  fact  that  a  Brother  had  committed  sni» 
cide  was  not  sufficient  to  deny  him  the  right  of  Masonic  bariaL 
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6th.  An  Entered  Apprentice  who  had  a  stiff  knee  and  a  wooden  leg 
desired  to  be  advanced. 

I  decided  that,  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  he  had  claims  apon  ns  and 
was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all  reasonable  donbts,  and  that  if,  upon 
the  most  charitable  bat  honest  consideration  of  his  infirmity,  the  Lodge 
was  of  opinion  that  he  could  conform  to  the  Kitual,  he  might  be  ad- 
vanced. 

7th.  A  Profane  residing  in  Maryland,  bnt  nearer  to  a  Virginia  Lodge 
than  any  m  his  own  State,  and -having  a  son  in  the  Virginia  Lodge,  de- 
sired to  be  initiated  in  that  Lodge 

I  held  that  the  Virginia  Lodge  conld  not  entertain  his  petition  with- 
out first  the  relinquishment  of  jurisdiction  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mary- 
land, and  not  its  Subordinate  within  whose  Jurisdiction  he  resided,  and 
a  DiHpensation  thereafter  from  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia. 

bth.  I  decided  that  a  Lodge  cannot  excuse  any  Brother  present  from 
casting  his  ballot  on  a  petition  for  Initiation. 

9th.  In  response  to  the  inquiry,  **  Should  a  man  be  rejected  who  is  a 
regular  licensed  dealer  in  ardent  spirits  when  there  is  nothing  else  in 
his  moral  qualifications  derogatory  to  Masonry  T  I  replied  that,  while 
the  ballot  is  a  sacred  privilege,  to  be  exorcised  by  every  Brother  con- 
scientiously, it  would  be,  in  my  judgment,  a  gross  violation  of  Masonic 
charity  and  principle  to  reject  a  worthy  and  tme  (Candidate  simply  be- 
cause he  was  dealing  in  liquors  under  the  authority  of  a  State  license. 

Virginia  practices,  and  the  Grand  Master,  in  general,  approves  the 
system  of  Grand  Lodge  Representation,  but  the  latter  suggests  an  im- 
provement on  the  system  as  at  present  practiced  by  other  Grand  Bodies, 
and  thus  presents  his  view  of  the  desired  change,  viz  : 

I  have  been  advised  of  the  appointment  of  Representatives  from  sev- 
eral corresponding  Grand  Lodges  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  T  have  made 
sundry  appointments  on  behalf  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  law  upon 
this  subject  is  not  as  clear  and  explicit  as  it  might  be,  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Brethren  to  the  subject  as  one  needing  some  legisla- 
tion. The  policy  of  this  body  has  been  to  promote  the  efficiency  and 
value  of  the  Representative  System  by  appointments  for  limited  terms. 
By  limiting  the  terms  of  our  own  Representatives,  and  reappointing 
them,  or  substituting  others  from  time  to  time,  we  remind  them,  and 
the  Grand  Body  in  which  they  appear,  that  the  office  is  not  merely  de- 
signed to  give  them  consequence  and  importance  at  home,  bnt  to  impose 
npon  them  the  obligation  of  intelligently  observing  and  reporting  to  us, 
if  necessary,  anything  occurring  in  their  Jurisdiction  which  a  Repre- 
sentaiive  of  this  body  ought  to  observe,  and  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
whose  honors  he  wears.  And  by  requiring  that  any  Brother  claiming 
to  represent  a  corresponding  Grand  Lodge  before  this  body  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  limitation  upon  his  tenure  of  office,  we  have  some 
assurance  that  our  correspondent  knows  who  undertakes  to  represent  her 
here,  and  claim  in  her  behalf  the  right  of  representation,  and  for  him- 
self, by  virtue  of  that  right,  honors  and  privileges  among  us  which  we 
might  be  very  unwilling  to  accord  to  him  upon  his  individual  merits  or 
services  to  the  Craft  When  we  designate  a  I{ep}tsf;ntative,  we  give  au- 
thority to  the  body,  to  which  we  appoint  him,  to  approa^-h  us,  if  neces- 
sary, through  him,  and  we  commend  him  as  one  through  whom  we  are 
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Dot  only  willing  to  commanicate,  but  through  whom  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  to  receive  any  and  all  information  which  may  make  it  oar  daty 
or  interest  to  take  the  initiate  in  communication.  Such  authority  may 
not  be  wisely  and  providently  conierred,  except  for  a  limited  time,  or 
for  special  service. 

To  limit  the  tenure,  enhances  the  honor  to  the  incumbent,  and  while 
imposing  the  slightest  possible  inconvenience,  preserves,  in  our  opin- 
ion, the  dignit}'  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  tends  to  render  the  RepreRen- 
tative  system  one  that,  while  it  must  promote  harmony  and  fraternity 
among  the  Craft  throughout  the  world,  may  be  of  valuable  practical 
utility  on  occasions  when  the  intercourse  of  corresponding  Grand 
Bodies  is  liable  to  embarrassment  from  conflicting  views  of  right  and 
duty. 

The  Grand  Master  had  visited  officially  some  twenty  Lodgee  of  his 
jurisdiction,  and  was  denidedl}'  impressed  by  the  efficiency  and  zeal  of 
the  Brethren,  as  well  as  by  their  cordial  and  hospitable  welcome  to  their 
official  visitor.  •  He  had  also  visited  Philadelphia,  receiving  acceptable 
attentions  from  the  Masonic  officials  of  that  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

We  do  not  discover  anything  in  these  proceedings,  barring,  possibly, 
the  superiority  of  organization,  decidedly  differing  from  our  work  and 
ways,  until  the 

BEPOBT  ON   OOBBESPONDENCB 

Is  reached,  and  there  we  find  that  Bro.  W.  F.  Drinkard,  its  able  author, 
takes  exception  to  three  of  the  rulings  of  Grand  Master  Armstrong, 
made  in  conformity  to  Alabama  rule  and  practice. 

The  decisions  objected  to  relate,  1st,  to  the  Past  Master's  degree  ;  2d, 
to  Ballotings  for  the  degrees,  &c.  ;  3d,  the  number  requisite  to  hold  a 
iiodge. 

The  Alabama  decisions  on  these  points  are  already  of  record,  and  we 
copy  the  objections  of  Bro.  D.  to  give  Virginia  a  hearing.  We  have 
incidentally  discussed  these  points  heretofore  in  this  report,  and  may 
discuss  the  P.  M.'s  degree  again  in  our  **cx>nolusion.*'  At  present  we 
only  remark  that  we  fully  sustain  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  views  on 
all  of  these  propositions,  which  are  the  opposite  of  the  Virginia  rules, 
as  quoted  below,  from  Bro.  D.*8  report,  viz  : 

1.  In  Virginia  we  require  the  Lodge  to  be  opened  and  governed  by 
one  who  has  taken  the  Past  Master's  Degree,  and  as  the  Wardens  may 
at  any  meeting  have  to  take  charge  of  the  Lodge,  they  also  are  required 
to  take  that  Degree  previous  to  their  installation  as  hardens. 

2.  In  Virginia  we  ballot  on  M^isonic  proficiency  and  moral  qualifica- 
tions at  called  meetings,  and  at  once  proceed  to  advance  the  candidates. 
But  the  law  requires  that  the  ballot  upon  a  petition  for  initiation  shall 
always  be  taken  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  we  think  that  notice  of  the 
called  meeting  and  its  object  ought  to  be  given  at  a  regular  meeting. 

3.  Our  Grand  Lodge  bus  decided  that  three  or  more  may  constitute  a 
Master  Mason's  Lodge. 
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Bro.  Drinkard  reviews  the  proceed! ogR  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  1878, 
and  is  acceptably  frank  and  cautious  in  his  remarks  thereon.  The  Re- 
port is  especially  interesting  and  able  in  the  argnmentative  review  of 
Maine,  in  which  disquisition  and  criticism  are  pleasantly  intermingled. 
Hejand  Bro.  Drummond  are  having  a  little  tilt,  masonical.  Question- 
Can  an  E.  A.  Lodge  be  opened  before  the  M.  M.  Lodge  orders  it  opened  ? 
t.  e.,  we  suppose  that  to  be  the  point  of  the  dispute. 

We  congratulate  Bro.  D.  and  his  Grand  Lodge  on  its  charitable  and 
much  needed  reform  practice  in  reference  to  N.  P.  D.  delinquents,  as 
indicated  in  the  annexed  extract  from  his  ''conclusion."  We  had  noted 
the  resolution  alluded  to  for  remark  in  the  body  of  our  review,  but  ac- 
cidentally omitted  it,  viz : 

We  wish  a  happy  New  Tear  to  our  brother  reporters.  The  tender- 
hearteii  amongst  them  will  learn  with  pleasure  that  our  Grand  Lodge 
has  forbidden  her  Subordiuates  to  summon  members  to  show  cause  why 
they  shall  not  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  requiring  them 
to  confine  themselves  to  mere  citations  ;  and  has  also  authorized  them, 
upon  mere  motion,  to  remit  the  dues  of  a  Brother  suspended  for  non^ 
payment  of  dues,  and  forthwith  to  reinstate  him,  both  to  membership 
and  in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry.  Of  course  members  may 
still  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  citation  paves  the 
way  for  that  punishment  Thb  new  regulation  only  protects  from  the 
O.  B.  to  obey  the  summons,  which  is  an  Irish  bull  of  our  making,  there 
being  no  summons  allowed.     Au  revoir. 

GRAND  0FFI0EB8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Peyton  S  Ck)le8 Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  B.  Isaacs  (re-olected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges,  227,  one  of  which  is  U.  D. 

WASHINGTON,  1879. 

Pleasant  reports  from  Washington,  not  the  Oity,  but  the  TsBBiroBt 
of  that  name.    These  are  **  tidings  from  the  Wkst  !" 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washinoton  held  its  22d  annual  communica- 
tion at  Olympia,  Wednesday,  June  4th,  A.  D.  1879,  continuing  through 
Thursday,  the  5th  inst 

Neither  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  E.  P.  Ferry,  nor  the  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  were  present,  the  former,  being  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory, was  detained  by  important  official  business.  The  absence  of  the 
latter  is  not  explained,  and  neither  of  these  officera  made  official  reports 
to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

R.  W.  George  W.  Durgan,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  called  the  Lodge 
to  order,   and  by  his  request  M.  W.  James  R.  Hayden,  P.  G.   M., 
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"  uiauiued  the  datiee  of  tbe  Qrand  East,"  the : 
East. 

PresODt--Nameron8  Pftit  Grnad  Offlcerx.  m 
tivea,  aoii  tbe  RepteseDtativM  of  23  conslituei 

The  report  of  the  Griod  Secrelal;  is  full  an 
to  Bome  aitent,  "  tbe  miKsing  liak  "  of  the  Gra 
lenm  from  it  that  two  Grand  Repreeeutatives 
diiriug  the  year,  oue  10  Illinois,  the  othec  to  ii 

Tvo  diapuDaatiouB  lor  oeir  Lodgps  giauted, 
thereanent  reCuHtid.  for  loformaUty.  etc. 

Official  coireapnudeDce  uuqgiuiII;  hrtivy,  "I 
coDcern.''  Library  improving,  bat  more  moi 
flciencieB  lor  binding,  S-c.  Lodj;^  letntDg 
Lodges  geuernlly  appear  to  t»e  in  a  healthy 
MaHoiirj  tbrongliouC  tbe  juriadictioit  may  b 
apoD  a  hrm  and  endnriug  baaia."  Fleawot  d 
stated.  Tbe  Oraud  Maater  could  Dot  have  hh 
we  wanted  M  know}  better,  Bro.  Reed. 

The  Grand  iSecietary  also  Baya  that  "  the  flni 
oootinae  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition."  Ci 
interest  SI.OUO  of  a  S1.30U  BurpiuB,  of  the  yea 
paid  in  full.     That's  comfortable  an  to  floance. 

The  Committee  on  "  Jurisprudence,"  and  tb 
Buc^  aud  AppenU,"  vreie  by  reaolutiou  declari 
a  decidedly  appropriate  move. 

The  BurplUH  cash  io  tbe  TreHaory,  aa  usual,  i 
resolntiouH  to  distribute  to  tbe  Lodges,  etc.  1 
ona  memlier  in  a  Graud  Lodge  who  is  sure  to 
plus  funds.     Tho  socti  motiomi  were  voted  dO' 

We  see  nothing  eUe  iu  the  minutes  ie<inirin 
the  rrjusal  to  adopt  biennial  sesaions,  aud  to 
peripalelic  by  changing  its  meetings  from  place 
refusals  we  gruatty  approve.  And  we  should  a 
Mpecinl  report  ou  correapou deuce,  providing  fc 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Meiico,  and  aympatbi 
Gruud  Lodge  of  New  South  WiLEs  to  oblaii 
rccommeudiug  aoy  conclusive  action  thereon 

Bro.  Keed,  Chairman,  aaya,  as  a  part  of  bin 
ises,  that : 

Tbe  institution  of  this  new  Grand  IiOitge  ha 
tion  from  all  local  Provincial  Grand  Officen 
Mother  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scot 
feeling  and  harsh  cr"" —  "  "•- " 
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Time  will  not  permit  nn  here,  nor  do  wo  deem  it  necessary,  to  employ 
the  space  in  going  into  a  detailed  history  of  the  long  line  of  facts  and 
circumstances  connected,  pro  and  con,  with  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Soath  Wales.  Your  Committee  have  simply  to 
say,  that,  while  there  are  apparent  difficaltics  in  the  way,  seemingly 
affecting  the  legality  of  the  present  organization,  we  believe  npon  close 
and  candid  investigation  that  those  diffionlties  are  susceptible  of  such 
explanation  as  would  make  the  procedure  justifiable.  A  majority  con- 
curring, no  doubt  exists  respecting  the  right  of  the  Lodges  in  New 
8outh  Wales  to  establish  an  independent  Grand  Lodge.  Doubtless  a 
large  majority  of  the  Masons  in  that  Province  deeply  feel  the  necessity 
for  such  independence.  They  are  taxed,  not  only  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  their  own  government  and  benevolent  objects,  but  a 
large  portion  of  their  contributions  sent  abroad  to  assist  in  keeping  up 
other  institutions  which,  to  the  fraternity  in  Australia,  result  in  no 
benefits  whatever.  It  is  not  now,  nor  will  it  be,  until  time  and  the 
progress  of  events  change  the  order  of  things  compelling  acquiescence, 
the  disposition  of  either  the  English  or  Scotch  Grand  Lodge  to  yield 
anything  which  tends  to  a  severance  of  their  authority  where  it  once 
has  a  foot'hold.  This  disposition  has  been  strikingly  manifested  in 
more  cases  than  one,  and  we  doubt  whether  a  new  Grand  Lodge  would 
ever  be  organized  from  English  or  Scotch  subordinates  under  any  con- 
ditions or  circumstances,  with  their  full  and  prior  consent  thereto. 

Bro.  Beed  also  submitted  the  general  and  usual 

BKPOBT  ON   COBBE8PONDENCE, 

Which  is  perfected  in  his  accustomed  clear  and  interesting  style.  His 
review  includes  the  proceedings  of  49  Grand  Lodges.  The  report  of 
Alabama  for  1878  receives  due  consideration,  and  his  comments  thereon 
are  somewhat  extended,  but  not  objectingly  so,  on  the  contrary  he  de- 
cidedly approves. 

He  gives  prominence  to  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  address  and 
quotes  freely  from  it,  and  also  notices  most  of  doings  at  that  communi- 
cation which  were  not  strictly  local  in  character  and  effect 

He  gives  the  writer  too  much  credit  for  a  '*  ready  and  facile  pen,"  for, 
in  very  truth,  we  are  more  ready  (and  willing)  than  the  pen  is,  and  our 
facilities  are  lessening  day  by  day.  Somehow,  perhaps  because  of  the 
'* spots  on  the  sun,"  the  light  of  our  eyes  ('*  those  of  other  days,'*  for  in- 
stance, )  are  dimmer  than  of  yore.  It  can't  be  age  of  course.  Bro.  Beed 
invites  us  to  a  real  clam  bake  (oh,  how  we  long  to  accept  Washington 
favors  of  that  ilk),  as  thus. 

California  had  a  clam  bake  at  '*old  Sauoelito,"  which  was  so  captiva- 
tingly  described,  in  their  minutes  of  1877,  that  we  became  enthused  and 
nttered  our  longing  for  a  doser  contact  with  Jone  of  the  **  same  sort" 
After  quoting  our  remarks  to  that  e  ffect,  Bro.  Beed  says : 

Bro.  Beers,  Califomians  are  a  whole-souled,  witty,  homerous  and 
mirth-loving  people,  but  they  know  little  experimentally  of  the  juice  and 

(15) 
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merits  of  a  gennine  ••clam  bake."  Come  to  Ptiget  Sound,  the  **  foun- 
tain head,"  if  thou  wouldHt  revel  in  bi-valvou8  luxury.  Scattered  all 
around,  bivalven  choice  are  going  to  waato ;  come  to  Pnget  Sound  if 
clam  porous)  for  a  taste. 

Now,  isn't  it  a  pity  ?  We  are  desperately  intent  upon  accepting,  and 
yet  can*t  go.  Cruel,  cruel  fate,  thus  to  separate  us  from  the  juice  of 
clams  and  the  jollity  of  a  bake  !  The  will  is  good,  Bro.  Reed,  but  the 
purse  is  so  empty  as  to  be  decidedly  weak- -indeed,  it  has  collapsed — 
otherwise,  we  would  surely  sound  the  dam  watera  of  Puget  instanter. 

We  note  that  Bro.  Beed  retires  from  reportorial  labors  with  this  re- 
view, and  regret  that  we  shall  no  longer  hold  sweet  converse  with  him. 
We  had  just  begun  "to  know  and  love  him,  too,"  when  he,  alas  !  for- 
sakes us.     Adieu ! 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Oliver  Perry  Lacy . ; i Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  Milburu  Reed  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges,  30— one  of  them  U.  D* 

WEST  VIRGIANA,  1879. 

This  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  after  three  special  commutiications,  held 
severally  at  Ravens  wood,  December  27th,  1878,  at  Hedge  ville,  Blay  3d, 
1879,  and  at  the  same  place,  November  1st,  1879,  for  ceremonial  duties, 
came  into  Grand  Annual  Communication  (its  15th),  on  Tuesday,  No- 
vember IJth,  A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  George  Baird,  with  76  of  her  81  con- 
stituent Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  gives  token  of  fair  progress  and  the  fair 
condition  of  the  Craft  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  is  decidedly  impressed 
that  the  interests  of  the  Lodges  are  injured  by  the  prevalence  of  the  am- 
bitious Templars,  and  says  some  true  things  about  the  effect  on  the 
Blue  of  the  effort  of  Chapter  and  Commandery  Masons  to  secure  re- 
cruits ;  but  says  too  much,  we  think.  The  following  quotation  gives 
the  gist  of  his  complaint,  yet  it  is  but  a  small  portion  of  his  comment 
on  that  topic,  viz  : 

In  closing  my  official  relations  with  you  as  Grand  Master,  I  would 
beg  leave  to  direct  your  attention  to  a  matter,  which  has.  for  some  time, 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  growing  evil,  in  some  parts  of  our  jurisdiction ; 
and  also  one,  upon  which  your  Grand  Body  cannot  legislate.  It  is  pre- 
sented here  now  more  with  the  hope  that  Masons,  who  are  engaged  in 
it  may  be  induced  to  pause  and  renect  and  of  themselves  make  a  change 
than  with  any  desire  to  have  your  Grand  Body  attempt  to  legislate  upon 
it.  The  subject  referred  to  is  the  gradual  overshadowing  of  both  Lodge 
and  Chapters  by  the  Commanderios.     The  idea  seems  to  be  slowly,  bat 
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sorely,  taking  poBsession  of  the  minds  of  large  nnmbers  of  onr  mem- 
bers, that  to  be  a  Sir  Knight  is  the  whole  end  and  aim  of  Masonry,  that 
in  Templarism  is  the  realization  of  everything  great  and  good  pertain- 
ing to  the  Order.  And  the  nnfortanate  brother,  who  through  poverty 
or  lack  of  opportunity  has  failed  to  become  entitled  to  "wield  his  sword 
in  defense  of  innocent  maidens,  destitute  widows,  helpless  orphans  and 
the  Christian  religion."  is  being  gradually  taught  to  feel  that  his  Ma- 
sonic life  has  been  a  failnret  and  that  his  longer  continuance  in  mem- 
bership in  the  Fraternity  can  hardly  be  tolerated.  The  Lodges  are 
looked  on  as  organizations  for  the  preparing  recruits  for  the  Command- 
eries  and  the  initiate  is  solicited  to  go  into  a  certain  Commandery  be- 
fore he  has  learned  enough  Masonry  to  be  passed  to  the  degree  of 
F.  C.     •    •     • 

We  see  no  matter  of  special  interest  in  the  minutes  suggesting  com- 
ment, or  likely  to  affect  other  jurisdictions.  This  Grand  Lodge  works 
generally  by  the  Trestle  board  of  old  Virginia.  No  report  on  Corres- 
pondence. 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Jno.  W.  Arbuckle. Grand  Master. 

R,  W.  Bro.  O.  S.  Long  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 81 

WISCONSIN,  1879. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  held  its  35th  annual  communication 
in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  commencing  Tuesday,  June  lOth,  A.  D.  1879; 
accomplishing  a  vast  amount  of  routine  work — holding  a  Lodge  of  Sor- 
row, apd  discussing  important  foreign  complications  all  in  one  day — the 
minutes  give  but  one  date  to  all  proceedings. 

Present,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Charles  F.  G.  Collins,  with  175  (of 
their  188)  constituent  Lodges  represented.  We  note  also  the  presence 
of  over  20  P.  G.  Officers,  and  many  Grand  Representatives,  Brother 
Joseph  Hamilton  doing  the  needful  in  that  position  for  Alabama. 

The  work  seems  to  have  glided  along  smoothly  and  rapidly,  and  we 
judge  from  the  harmony  of  the  session,  as  well  as  from  the  full  attend- 
ance of  its  constituents,  that  the  Masons  of  Wisconsin  know  their  duties 
and  take  pleasure  in  the  prompt  and  efficient  performance  of  them. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  very  good  official  report,  or  rather, 
executive  message. 

He  announces  with  sincere  regret  the  death  of  their  Grand  Chaplain, 
Bro.  Joshua  Britton,  and  their  Lodge  of  Sorrow,  held  on  the  evening  of 
the  10th,  appropriately  commemorates  his  virtues. 

Two  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  granted. 

The  Grand  Master  discusses  intelligently  the  Scotland-Quebec  diffi- 
culty, condemning  the  action  of  Scotland,  but  advising  in  favor  of  re- 
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monstisDCe  ivith  rather  thnn  deaDnciatian  of 
joct  is  trealed  of  id  b  apecUl  report  of  the  C 
ence.  and  at  their  auggestiOD  the  Grand  Lo 
little  at  variaDre,  we  tbiok.  with  the  Grooi 
vith  tlie  foIlowiDg.  viz  ; 

Resolvfd,  1'bat  all  Maeons  of  Ihie  jarindict 
forbidden  to  rteof^Dize  aa  MeHODS  or  bold  an; 
ever,  wilb  the  mtmbera  of  any  Lodge  of  the 
Jxidge  of  Quebec  nhicb  doea  uot  yielQ  implit 

The  Grand  Maetei'a  decisione  are  not  ovt 
gome  of  tbem  are  atrange  enoQgb  to  starti 
We  quote  two  of  iLeni,  rtniarkini;  that  Ibey  i 
to  by  the  Committee  on  JariBpradence.  wben 

(9.)     BaUnting. 

Our  legulalious  make  it  tbe  dnly  of  every  i 
lieve  it  proper  and  nitbiu  the  jiriivince  of 
"  duly  "  under  Home  ciruumalancea. 

{10.)    Jtirisdielion  ijter  (.aiididiilt  teho  hat  I 

Sec.  10.  Art.  XXII.  ot  tbe  Conatitntion  of 
new  petition  and  ballot  if  a  candidate  for  ini 
one  year.  Hence  I  tbluk  a  fair  conMruction 
other  Lodge  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  petit 
been  elected  in  your  Lodge  more  than  one  ; 
resided  in  tbeir  jurisdiction  one  year  immei 
plication. 

The  Grand  Master  bUo  decides  in  favor 
requisite  qualification  for  a  W.  M.  He  ia  a  1 
if  tbe  loss  of  an  eye  ie  a  fatal  bar  to  iniliatior 

dim  blinkers,  near  eighted,  and  requiring  gla 
belter  qualified  Iban  be  ol  tbe  one  eye— puss 
as  lo  qualification  of  applicunta  for  the  degr 
liberal,  and  in  this  he  haa  our  Hynipalhy. 

He  allndeii  nitb  appropriate  vords  of  ain 
suCffrers  of  1S7H,  and  is  Jnally  proud  of  the  ■ 
(he  Masons  of  his  jurisdiction,  some  $4,00u  h 

A  Jewel  and  Apron  were  presented  to  Pai 
Cotlrill,  a  token  of  respect  and  acknovledgi 
service  (o  tbe  Grand  Lodge  and  tbe  Fraiernii 


Is  from  tbe  pen  anil  braiu  of  K.  W.   Bro.   Ji 
alike  with  the  general  proceedings  ot  tbia  cog 
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the  Grand  Lodge  of  which  he  is  the  ahle  Grand  Secretary  as  well  as 
Correspondent. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  most  of  our  American  Grand  Lodges, 
and  regrets  the  absence  of  several  reports  which  had  not  reached  bim. 
He  gives  the  Alabama  report  for  1878  fnil  space  and  judicious  comment. 
Takes  exception  to  Grand  Master  Armstrong's  decision  against  burying 
non-affiliates,  etc.,  and  thinks  such  matters  should  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Lodges.  The  same  as  to  Masons  suspended  for  N.  P.  D. 
Thinks  (correctly  too,)  that  many  are  in  that^  by  injudicious  Lodge 
action,  and  in  both  cases  the  Lodge  ought  have  the  privilege  of  deciding 
upon  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  individual  cases. 

The  general  tone  of  his  remarks  on  our  work  is  favorable. 

OBA.ND   OFFIC]£B8. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Charles  F.  G.  Collins  (re-elected) Grand  Master. 

B.  W.  Bro.  John  W.  WoodhuU  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges  188,  and  1  U.  D. 

WYOMING,  1879. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming  Territory  commenced  its 
5th  annual  communication  at  Laramie  City,  on  Tuesday,  October  i4th, 
A.  D.  1879. 

Present,  M.  W.  James  H.  Hayford,  Grand  Master,  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  four  (of  their  five)  constituent  Lodges,  several  Past  Grand 
Officers,  and  the  Bepresentatives  of  thirteen  Grand  Lodges  (Alabama 
not  represented,)  were  also  in  attendance. 

No  very  important  business  appears  to  have  been  transacted  beyond 
the  expulsion  of  the  W.  M.  of  Cheyenne  Lodge  No.  1— one  Levebett 
Cooper  Stevens— on  charges  of  gross  misconduct  and  dibobedience 
of  Grand  Lodge  summons,  etc. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  brief  but  comprehensive.  He  nrges 
the  necessity  of  effort  to  give  additional  interest  to  Lodge  meetings,  and 
in  that  connection  makes  the  following  useful  suggestion,  viz  : 

We  must  then  contrive  some  way  to  make  our  Lodge  meetings  at- 
tractive  and  instructive.  How  this  is  to  be  accomplished  must  be  left 
mainly  to  the  tact  and  ingenuity  of  the  Master.  One  very  good  way 
would  be  to  assign  to  some  member  of  the  Lodge,  at  each  communica- 
tion, one  of  the  emblems  upon  the  Chart  to  think,  study  and  write 
about,  and  at  the  next  meeting  to  devote  a  half  hour  or  more  to  hearing 
how  much  light,  how  much  moral  and  Masonic  instruction  he  and 
others  could  deduce  from  it.  By  the  time  the  Chart  had  been  thus  gone 
through  with,  you  would  all  be  surprised  to  find  what  wonderful  pro- 
gress you  had  made  in  securing  more  light  in  Masonry,  and  a  general 
interest  on  the  subject  would  be  awakened. 


230  APPENDEL  [188a 

In  closing  he  says  : 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming  in  yet  yonng  in  yean,  and  represents 
a  comparatively  small  membership,  bat  I  have  never  had  reason  to 
doabt  the  wisdom  and  expediency  of  its  organization.  In  no  jurisdic- 
tion is  better  material  selected  or  better  work  done,  and  nowhere  does 
the  primitive  spirit  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  trath  find  a  healthier 
existence  than  among  the  Masonic  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction.  May 
we  all  exemplify  in  oar  lives  the  grand  tenets  which  we  profess ;  may 
we  carry  np  only  good  work,  trae  work,  sqoare  work,  soch  as  shall  be 
accepted  by  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe. 

Following  the  Grand  Master's  address,  the  Grand  Orator,  Bev'd  Bro. 
Henry  L.  My  nek,  delivered  an  Oration — one  of  erudite  and  philoBophi — 
cal  dissertations  that  we  never  tire  of  perusing,  especially  when,  as  in. 
this  case,  the  thought  is  vigorous  and  the  diction  pure  and  classic.  H^ 
dwells  much  upon  the  origin  of  ideas,  as  to  man's  being  and  destiny^ 
including,  of  course,  his  conceptions  of  soul  and  religion,  and  alleges 
that  the  Seers  of  old  knew  as  much  as  the  highest  modem  intellects 
have  discovered  of  man's  spiritual  nature  and  possible  destiny.  De^ 
scending  from  the  speculative  and  antique,  to  the  practical  and  modera. 
demands  of  Masonry,  he  gives  us  a  useful  suggestion  as  to  present  duty 
and  privilege,  viz  : 

It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  every  brother  could  thoroughly  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  he  belongti  to  the  most  powerful  organization  in 
the  civilized  world,  next  to  its  bitter  foe,  the  church  of  Borne — and  the 
only  institution  of  which  that  church  is  afraid— so  that,  believing  this, 
he  might  be  more  keenly  alive  to  bis  responsibilities  to  it.     We  some- 
times hear  it  said  by  superficial  thinkers  that  Masonry  has  nothing  to 
do  with  religion  or  politics !    That  it  is  utterly  indifferent  to  the  tempo- 
rary, local  aspects  of  theological  sectarianism  or  political  partizanship 
we  well  know,  as  it  always  muHt  be  unless  perverted.     But  religion  and 
politics,  the  two  greatest  of  all  human  icterests.  in  their  final  analyses, 
are  based  upon  love  to  God  and  love  to  man  ;  and,  if  Masonry  does  not 
teach  and  reiterate  these  truths  and  duties,  it  teaches  nothing.     If  any 
man  among  us  is  not  better  fitted  for  the  discharge  ot  his  religions  and 
political  duties,  according  to  his  own  candid  and  conscientious  concep* 
tion  of  them,  through  his  membership  in  the  Fraternity,  he  may  be  veiy 
sure  it  is  his  own  shallowness  which  prevents  him  from  becoming  so. 
For  Masonry  is  the  great  conservator  of  those  essential  religions  aod 
political  principles  upon  which  the  welfare  and  true  progress  of  man- 
kind depend.     Clearly  understood  and  appreciated,  it  is  the  ** power 
behind  the  throne,"  and  the  foandation  on  which  any  church,  worthy 
of  the  name,  must  rest.     Unfortunately,  however.  Masonry  does  not 
wield,  as  she  should,  the  power  she  possesses  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
mon indifierence  and  too  frequent  unworthiness  of  her  children. 

A  special  report  on 

OOBBESPONDENCf 

Piscusses  the  situation  as  to  Scotland  and  Qaebec,  New  Soath  Wales, 
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etc.,  condemning  Scotland  and  sympathizing  with  New  Sonth  Wales, 
bnt  recommending  no  positive  action  as  to  recognition.  It  is  a  good 
and  very  jndicions  report  creditable  to  Bro,  Tonn's  conservatism,  and 
intelligence  as  welL 

OBAND  OFFICEBS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  H.  Hayford  (re-elected), Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  G.  Tonn  (re-elected) Grand  Secretary. 

Total  of  Lodges 5. 

CONCLUSION, 

We  have  discoseed  in  the  foregoing  pages,  incidentally  as  the  topics 
presented  themselves  in  the  Reports  ander  review,  several  very  impor- 
tant qaestions  of  Masonic  usage  and  government.  Three  of  these  sab- 
jects,  viz.,  "Suspensions  fob  Non-payment  op  Dues,"  *  •Concurrent  G. 
Lodge  Jurisdiction,*'  and  *'The  Past  Master's  (Chapter)  Degree,"  we 
allade  to  again  for  the  purpose  of  briefly  (not  dogmatically,  however,) 
and  emphiitically  recording  oar  views  thereon,  and  of  warning  the  Fra- 
ternity against  the  dangers  which  lurk  under  these  apparently  harmless 
practices  or  principles  of  the  day.  First— Suspensions  for  Non-pay- 
ment OF  Dues." 

We  view  with  anxiety  and  alarm  the  immense  annual  loss  to  the  Fra- 
ternity resulting  from  this  mode  of  un-Lodging  Masons  (causing,  also, 
Dimits  for /ear  of  suspension,  claimed  by  parties  whose  income  is  di- 
minishing, etc.)  It  commenced  by  hundreds,  and  now  aggregates 
thousands  annually.  Such  suspensions  are  easily  effected,  generally  , 
without  trial,  or  even  summons,  under  stringent  if  not  inflexible  Lodge 
rules.  The  By-Laws  authorizing  such  deprivation  of  Masonic  rights, 
are  really  designed  to  protect  Lodge  revenues;  but  being  harshly  and 
in  many  instances,  as  we  believe,  cruelly  enforced,  the  result  is  the  re- 
verse of  what  was  intended,  and  the  Lodge,  in  the  end,  suffers  loss  both 
in  income  and  in  members.  We  know  of  cases  where  wise  and  true 
Masons  have  suffered  from  the  over-strict  enforcement  of  such  laws, 
and,  doubtless,  could  the  facts  be  ascertained,  many  of  the  recent  sus- 
pensions for  N.  P.  D.  are  cases  where  poverty  alone  caused  the  derelic- 
tion. Shall  good  Masons  be  disgraced  for  such  cause  ?  Verily,  we  fear 
the  ** Almighty  dollar"  has  closed  the  eyes  of  Dame  Charity,  and  that 
the  business  of  coUedions  is  becoming  the  idtima  thule  of  Lodge  duties  ! 
If  the  wrong  we  suggest  really  exists,  let  it  be  righted  at  once,  for  we 
can  not  prosper  while  treating  those  of  our  own  household  unjustly  and 
uncharitably.  The  man  is  greater  than  the  dollar,  and  toe  prefer  the 
greater  to  the  less. 

Second —  *  •  Concurrent  Jurisdiction.  " 
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This  fallacy  is  the  antitheses  of  "Sapreme  Orand  Sovereignty,  and 
is  as  directly  antagonistic  to  it  as  can  well  be  predicated  of  antagoo- 
isms.  The  American  doctrine  of  sapremacy,  as  applied  to  Grand 
Lodges,  within  the  bounds  of  their  prescribed  territories,  is  the  only 
principle  guaranteeing  peace  and  harmony  among  oar  numerous  Grand 
Jurisdictions.  Limited  sovereignty,  disguised  under  the  name  of 
**CoNcuBBENT  JuBisDiCTioN,'*  must  away  with  all  the  other  errors  pot 
aside,  heretofore,  in  our  progress  towards  uniformity  and  harmony  in 
governmental  relations,  or  confusion  and  contention  will  soon  cloud  a 
future  now  so  bright  with  promise  of  good  will,  success,  and  progress. 

No  matter  under  what  pretext  the  interference  of  "concurrent  jariR- 
diction  "  is  attempted  to  be  excused,  it  is  simply  and  only,  in  principle 
and  result,  a  degradation  of  the  Governing  Power  encroached  upon. 

As  well  might  France  claim  to  govern  a  province  in  Germany,  and 
expect  the  peaceful  assent  of  the  latter,  as  an  intruding  Grand  Lodge 
hope  to  escape  contention  and  remonstrance,  in  the  attempt  to  control 
Lodges  in  another  jurisdiction.  This  is  not  the  way  of  peace,  and  we 
regret  to  note  that  several  of  our  Grand  Bodies,  while  assenthtg  to  the 
doctrines  of  G.  L.  Sovereignty,  still  claim  the  right  to  govern  Lodges 
within  the  prescribed  and  admitted  territory  of  another  Grand  Lodge. 

Third — The  Fast  Master's  Peorbe. 

We  will  add  but  a  few  words  to  what  has  already  been  said  upon  this 

topic.     To  require  a  W.  M.  to  take  a  Chapter  degree  before  he  can 

preside  over  his  Lodge,  is,  to  our  thinking,  an  anomaly — a  rule  which, 

if  inflexibly  adhered  to,  is  suggestive  of  very  serious  and  possibly  dis- 

«  astrous  consequences  to  the  Lodge. 

Symbolic  Masonry  is  the  foundcUiorit  the  prophecy  and  potency  of  all 
Masonic  degrees,  of  Masonic  organizations — indeed,  all  others  would  in- 
evitably fall  without  the  firm  support  of  its  great  pillars  of  **  Wisdom. 
Strength,  and  Beauty."  This  being  so,  then  why  require  the  parent  of 
Masonry  to  be  dependent  upon  her  offspring  for  life  and  continuaoce? 
Without  officers,  the  Lodge  can  not  survive;  nor  under  this  rule  is  a 
Lodge  capable  of  supplying  its  own  officers,  for  the  advocates  of  the  P. 
M.'s  degree  require,  in  effect,  and  really,  too,  that  the  Chapter  shall 
supply  the  Lodge  with  qualified  Masters  and  Wardens,  thus  making  the 
Blue  subservient  to  the  Red.  This,  we  think,  is  a  fair  though  brief 
statement  of  the  case,  and  if  so,  it  is  **reductio  ad  absurdum  '*  as  to  the 
question  in  controversy.  The  dependent  controlling  the  original  and 
sustaining  organization  is  a  reversal  of  all  order  in  government.  Bat 
if  this  degree  is  so  essential  as  a  qualification  for  Lodge  officers,  as  its 
advocates  claim,  then  why  not  restore  it  to  the  Lodge,  tchere  it  originally 
})€longed,  and  stay  this  dispute?  By  this  means,  the  independence  and 
self-perpetuating  power  of  Symbolic  Masonry  will  be  fully  assured. 
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The  Chapter,  aooording  to  onr  reading,  has  aggrandized  this  degree 
from  the  Lodge  in  the  past  Let  her  giTe  back  what  she  has  taken 
away,  and  the  Lodge  will  again  do  her  own  perfect  work  as  of  yore. 
We  speak  thos,  not  as  loving  the  Chapter  less,  bat  the  Lodge  more. 

With  a  pleasant  word  of  adiea  to  all  readers,  whether  called  Brothers, 
Companions,  or  Praters,  and  thanks  to  onr  comrades  of  the  qaill  for 
many  kind  bat  too  flattering  notices  of  onr  work  in  this  department, 
we  gladly  call  from  labor  to  refreshment. 

We  append  the  promised  alphabetically-srranged  list  of  proceedings 
reviewed  herein— 51  in  all. 

OLIVER  a  BEERS, 

Fm-  the  CofmmUee, 

BEPOBTS  BEVUfiWXD. 


Arkansas 1879 

British  Colambia 1879 

California '...1879 

Canada    1879 

Colorado 1879 

Colon-Caba 1880 

Connecticut 1880 

Dakota. 1879-1880 

Delaware 1879 

District  of  Colambia 1879 

Florida 1879-1880 

Idaho 1879 

niinois    1879 

Indiana 1880 

Indian  Territory 1879 

Iowa 1879 

Kansas    1879 

Kentucky 1879 

Louisiana 1880 

Maine 1880 

Manitoba 1880 

Maryland 1879 

Massachusetts 1^)79 

Michigan 1880 

Minnesota 1880 

Mississippi 1880 


Missouri 1 879 

Montana 1879 

Nebraska 1 879 

New  Brunswick 1880 

New  Hampshire 1880 

New  Jersey 1880 

Now  Mexico 1880 

New  York 1880 

North  Carolina 1879 

Nova  Scotia 1879 

Ohio 1879 

Oregon ..1879 

Pennsylvania 1879 

Prince  Edward  Island 1879 

Quebec 1879 

Rhode  Island 1879 

South  Carolina 1879 

Tennessee 1879 

Texas. 1879 

Utah 1879 

Virginia 1879 

Washington  Territory 1879 

West  Virginia 1879 

Wisconsin 1879 

Wyoming 1879 


NAMES  AND  NUMBEKS  OF  LODGES. 

With  lk«  maiJifr  n^  Utmbfr),  amount  of  Duts  paid  Us  Iht  Oraad  Lodgt, 
anil  tbt  nambrr  of  those  Eiitertil,  Paased,  Batatd.  4ffi^'i^'i  Ktjtdtd,  tuid 
IXmilled,  sine;  liut  Eeturn. 


1 

f 

5 

Nunias  of  Lodges. 

1 
1 

i 

5 

B 

55 

50 
31 
t!2 
63 
GO 
51 
S4 
47 
31 
87 
37 
33 
21! 
32 
39 
W 
27 
21 
■>1 
65 
28 
40 
33 
20 
40 
41 

15.^  00   1 
17  00  3   J 

22  00   2   3 
11  00..  . 

11  00  2  a 

25UI   1    1 
29  50  4,  3 

23  0(1..  .. 

12  00   4   4 
22  00  a  2 

15  50   1!   1 
43  50   ?  2 
1    I 

16  Oil   1  . . 

1 

1  4. 

2  2- 
.,    1. 

2    .  .. 
2    1   1 

5    1    1 

1    3|.. 

Riainp  Vittae 

S7 

SeI  ma  Fraternal 

1    3.. 

11  00..  .. 
IS  I>0   5   3 
43  00    1    1 
1^  50   1   I 

12  00 

9  SO  a  a 

32  50   5   7 
14  00  . .    1 

19  GO  ... . 

20  GO   2   » 
lOOO    , 

19  SO..  .. 
19  00   3   1 

.,    1-. 
2  4,. 

44 

e,.  1 

,.  1  . 
..  1,. 

2    .  .. 

4S 

DamopolU 

..    6. 
1  ..  .. 

fif. 

100 

35 
36 

20 

4S  00   1   S 

17  00  . .    1 
17  60   6  S 
9  60!  1   1 

S  9  i 

1  ... 

rnawee  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! I! ! ! ! ! ! ! i! ! ! ! ' ! ! ! i! ': 

6<J 
61 

Banlon    

TotnpkinBifilla 
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61!  SaiDt  Johns 

(aiSooinl 

64rEQrekn 

6S, Libert? 

67  HampdeDSidue;. , 

ealHolse; 

G!tj  Howard 

TU  CcDtral  

71  Tohopekft 

TJ  Widov'sSoD 

7!i  Cokenille 

76  Anbum 

7tj  CioEier 

79,Fi«doDia 

(tOWilcoi 

Bl  Snint  Stepbeoa 

SuBellufoDtB 

g;||  Friandsliip 

si'Eropbotic 

Btjl  Meriili&D  Suu 

tmlPmltville 

90|PfiHtBr 

Hi  Henry 

96lTnckiibiitchee 

e7|  Luzabiitchee 

m  Fnllon 

99, 8.ilein 

lOliHiirtwell 

lOa'Newbem 

104|  Good  Samaritiin , . . 

105  Bbiloh   

](iG  HermoD 

107  Cboctaw 

lOSOiik  Bowery 

110  Forest  Hill 

IJlSylvBD 

1J7  Perry ville , 

JISNotllMulRB... 

120|CikiupHill 

12a  Havana  

124jFtlii 

125  Herndon 

126i  Mortimer  Beeder. . 


Ill 
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137  Bolivar 

131  Yorkville    . . . 

IS^Boanoke 

133LcMchauoka, . 

IMWttej 

1360olambiii 

136  Unity 

140SbelbT 

141  Bethel 

142  Baldwia 

143B[irleBoii 

lt4DaleTille 

145  Fraternit; 

14GMiBsaari 

147  Rodgeravills. . 
■  te  Cold  Water, , 


153 


aoor 


iTille, . 


JSS  EoBtatK^n 

15B  MnyaviUe 

lG3Fayett«Tille  AatbeatiD. . 

lEKiiSaaiter 

ISKBiiena  Vista 

170  Elba 

ITlCloptoo 

ITaFoUowahip,. 

1T»  tn^rps  .larll 


lAndtBW  JatkBon, . 
Ezel.. 


ITBDiiTie 

178  Desotoiille 

IWUoiiDtHilliArd.. 

181  Aberfoil 

185  UoQDt  Eagle 

ISeCatduU 

187TjaDdmnrk 

16n  CliutonTille 

189  Delta 

IBOjToiubiabee 

leiBruxh  Creek.... 
ISaCbattahnochee.... 

1B3  Hopewell  

197|HillaboB   

ISUlKiliaee .   , 


;  II  50  ^ 

6  50  1 
I  19  00  3 
I   15  50  , , 

t 

)  13  DO  . . 
I   12  60  . . 

8  50  8 


5  7  50  a 

5  21  00   1 

:t  5i  50  4 

1  9  00   1 

1  7  00  3 

S  16  50   I 

)  10  00.. 

S  7  00  3 
8  00,. 
16  00.. 

J  17  60  3 

I  U  00   I 

i  16  00   1 

1  9  SO  a 

i  e 50.. 

)  0  00   3 

i  17  50   ] 

t  45  50   9 

t  13  OU  2 
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1 

i 

Nami«  of  Lodgra. 

s, 

1 

i 

g. 
2. 

r 

\ 

1 
1 

§. 

f 

200 

34 
13 
14 
20 
■23 

2a 

53 
33 
13 
40 
il 
29 
12 
39 
25 
21 
32 
34 
32 
25 
23 
14 
23 
34 
30 
20 
33 
29 
34 
38 
24 
18 
3S 
15 

25 
27 
53 
24 
G5 
45 
12 
29 

V6  DO 
G50 
6  50 

12  00 

10  ai 

13  00 
28  00 

16  60 

1 

i 
"a 

2 

1 
1 

i 

a 

I 

I 

s 

i 

207 

Putlasville 

3 

SIS 

19  60 

19  60 
13  60 
11  00 
It)  00 
11  60 

000 

15  50 
35  00 
37  60 
11  00 
11  SO 

6  50 

8  00 
17  00 

ir>  on 

9  60 

16  00 
13  50 
2fS  00 

17  00 

11  00 

5  60 

18  00 

12  fit) 
15  60 

20  00 

25' 50 

9  50 
61  00 
20  00 

6  35 

13  50 

1 

i 
J 

6 
2 

1 

9 
2 
3 

1 

2 

3 

i 

i 

; 

a 

'2 
1 

"i 

i 
2 

2 
2 
2 

1 

2 

J 
1 
5 

i 

2 

2 

1 

3 

t 
.. 

a 
2 
2 

1 

i 

i 

a 

i 
3 

5 

i 
i 

"a 
1 

3 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

i 

3 

'i 
1 

i 
1 
2 
2 

'2 

2 

7 
3 

235 

HaiperBTOle 

241 

IXlWBOQ 

sw 

WBtnatOrora 

■ 

2C« 
267 

Mount  PlensBot 

Wind  Greek 

*i 
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i 

870  BaUer  Springe 

271  Pea  Kiver 

27a  Clifton 

2T&FnnkfoTt 

278  Northern 

381)  apringvilla 

881  CliBTlaa  BaakBrville, 

882  Riobmond 

285  OeoTgiunB 

asaWtilkar 

287Clinlon 

BKoaillBHpie 

891  Fort  Deposit 

301  Noma 

304i!ion  

SOS  OentiBl  City 

315  Joneaboin 

313  ClntlBTma 

S^OWFUrenton 

321  PlGoasnt  HiU 

321  Viol* 

8SU  UHdiaoD  Stntiou 

330Foikland 

Saitahanty 

332BlaeEye 

3Si01ivM     

83G  HanafitliB 

337JDhnHon , 

aasaeorgiana  Davii.... 

SiOClear  Creek   

3*1  Baean 

SUPikBTiUs 

Ste^ho 

34«HnrtTiUs 

SWBienTUla  

HaOmA 

SMSipaey 

351  WilBonWiUmms.... 

363  Rook  Mills 

364  HeaUm  

SSTRutleilge 

358Biirbonr 

SDOSoutteboro 


1 

1 

E.  a 

1  E 

^5 

M 

^ 

♦IflOO 

3 

3 

at  u 

H 

*i    ' 

I 

infi( 

!   ,, 

1 

! 

; 

!   12 

24  fH 

1 

4 

16  W 

1 

1    « 

27  « 

1 

3 

32  » 

3i  :■ 

2 

ISfK 

1 

1    h 

i:.  fti 

s 

2 

C  Bi 

5  Si 

20  01 

1    V 

13  6( 

1  1 

: 

!     ! 

IE  « 

F> 

i    1 

9  501 
30  SU 

4 

J 

16  0( 

1 

12  0( 

V 

1     1 

9  M 
16  60 

1 

i  1 

9  6( 

1 

10  6( 

1 

1 

13  6( 

1 

■i    ! 

S  50 

uoo 
asfio 

,     ] 

:2  0o 

1 

\i 

i 

17  a 

f 

;    1 

1(J  w 

i 

1    s 

90  6[ 

1   , 

27  a 

1 

1 

18  or 

f 

: 

15  0( 

n 

■    ■ 

16  M 

1 

l:iO0 

9m 

1 

3 

;  ■ 

1  1 

19  (M 

1 

a 

: 

30  sol 

3 

1 

1  1 
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;5HonHbiii 

ChaticileT  

iJroa.*  Plains 

^tbelfltna 

RiMaellTille 

Bells  I/mdiag 

"  '--■aviWe  

Liike  City 

WeoRiifta 

Kobert  E.  Lee  

Ohntehpo 

E   a  Cook 

Waterloo 

Beu  Pope  . . . 

mrmiDgbaiu  External.. 
5  Mnofjni , 


38fi  Trinity.. 
388Kewburgh 

389  Veraou 

390  Weathers 

3B1  North  Bonier. . 
392  Uifkorjr  Plat. , . 
^4Vallpy  Head... 

3950pclika 

39<I.FiiUrille . 

ailSHarlnelle 

399|HnwRiJRe 

"mHancefille 

>2  Green  Hill   .... 

*04lHoboken , 

^OelDorio 

WHillsboro 

aPoDdtOWQ 

410  Heleaa  . 


411 

413  .^mberiKiD . . 
413HiBb  ShoelB 

414  IJiTlpbar  Spring. . 
415lOuk  LBTel 


8  00,, 

16  5II-. 
21  0(1  . . 

17  00  1 
14  50  1 
14  50  ! 
33  50  11 


10  W   i 

S  50  ( 
21  00  '• 


13  GO  i 
S  00  S 
7  Ol)  a 
13  00  S 
lu  on . . 
«  50.. 
16  SU  S 
12  50  . . 
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41TiGeorge  Smith   

iXSHilton 

4'2rjlBro^iQtown 

42liCnllDiiiD  Fraternal.. 

laiJlShorteTviUe 

423  Ciftnton  

434  George  WilsQQ 

425!Tflmple         

43*!  Daniel  Pratt 

-4U7!CoketoD 
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AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVE. 


R.  W.  Coltart,  Sep.  1879 ( 

Isaac  N.  Owen,  Feb,  24 Moolton **  6 

Henry  W.  Burge,  Aug.  27 Macon '*  7 

Charles  A.  Walker,  April  1 Fnrrar "  8 

Creed  A.  Ingram,  Aug.  22 Royal  White  Hart "  10 

George  W.  Matthews.  July— 73  years. .  )  Montcomerv  "  11 

John  P.  Dickinson,  Oct.  18—56  years,  f  ^o»«goniery ii 

Preston  L.  Wilkerson,  Feb.  7 ) 

Richa.-d  Small,  April  8 VSaint  Albans "  22 

David  B.  Bush,  April  14 ) 

Francif  P.  M.  Gilbert,  Aug.  14 Dale "  25 

John  S.  Tucker,  June  17 La  Fayette. "  26 

Adolpht-s  C.  F.  Smith.  July  29 Selma  Fraternal "  27 

John  W.  Hall,  May  28 Courtland "  37 

Eldridge  Barker,  Deo.  1 ,  1879 )  Wfltnmnkn.  ««  39 

Allen  V.  Robinson.  June  25 >  wetumpica 6\9 

John  H.  O'Hara,  Dec.  10,  79,  50  years  j 

John  H.  Bostwick,  Jan.  27,  65  years. .  >-  Mobile •*  40 

John  H  Pippin,  June  26,  45  years ) 

Larkin  W.  Cannon,  Oct.  4 ) 

James  B.  Hudson >  Hiram '*  42 

Daniel  P.  Forney,  Sep.  10 ) 

Thomas  Gay,  March  10 Gktston **  44 

George  Henry  Sporman,  Oct.  30 Harmony *•  46 

Elias  Lowengard,  Aug.  31,  38  years. . .     Union *'  50 

Barney  P.  Hall,  Dec.  19.  1879 Jefferson •*  51 

Patrick  C.  Schoppert,  April  8 Amity **  54 

Joseph  P.  French,  Oct.  1879 (.  tv^.^  ««  t^a 

Alexander  M.  Jordan.  Nov.  8, 79.71  yrs.  f  ^^^ ^^ 

William  Johnson,  Dec.  14,  1879 Benton •*  59 

John  M.  Lightner.  Dec.  28,  1879 Saint  Johns. "  62 

Granville  White,  March  15 Social "  63 

Seth  S  May,  Dec.  16,  1879 )  j,      .  ..  ^ 

JeremiahD.  Gafford, ^  iJ-ureKa b4 

Michael  Elkins,  June  29 Howard "  69 

Isaac  Johnson,  June  7,  62  years Central "  70 

James  T.  Sewell,  Jan.  10 Tohopeka "  71 

William  J.  Grady,  Sep.  8 . . .    I  t?    j  .»  na 

Samuel  Y.  Stett,  Sep.  30 [  Fredonia 79 

Augustus  W.  Crum,  May  31 Wilcox . . .' •*  80 

John  J.  Daniel.  Feb.  9.  72  years )  ■p^^.r^i.^*;^  <«  0.1 

Benjamin  A.  Sartin,  Aug.  11,  68  years  \  ^rophotic 84 

Thomas  H.  Bonner,  Nov.  14,  53  years .     Fulton "  98 

Benjamin  Johnson,  May  14 Hartwell •*  101 

(16) 
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Strawder  Oftines,  Jnne  I  I  fi^^j 

Felii  FoUom.   Aug.  21 fuooo 

W.  T.  Horn.  Nov.  9 Chooi 

Mortimei  Reeder,  Feb.  13 Uorl 

William  J.  Loogacre,  Sep.  3,  BT  yeaie.     Bolh 

JanjeB  M.  Allen,  Feb.  i,  511  years I  v-,., 

James  T.  Burdine.  Oct.  7.  81  years. . .  (  ^°" 

Lewis  T.  Wimberly,  Aug.  28 Loac 

Nathan  F.  Waters,  Nov.  8 Wile 

Lemuel  P.  Letbrum.  Dec  1,  1679,. . . .     Colm 

JameH  1 1.  Clark,  June  5 l-n  -, 

Richardson  J.  Jeffrey.  June  14 (  ^°"' 

ThomoHBIake.  Oct.  30..      Betb< 

Luther  M.  Hudson,  June  5. Fruit 

Jamea  Little.  Dec.  4 Nizb 

James  J.  Lovelevs,  Nov.  27 Baeii 

John  tjizemore,  Uarcb  1,  60  yeaiB Ftik 

Aaa  HoUway Ezel 

Simeou  Walton.  Oct.  11.  69  years Deso 

JameH  A.  Wallace,  S«p.  8 Aber! 

Calvin  W.  O'Neill,  Jan.  17 Hills 

Jdba  H.  Monre.  Api-il  8 Sylac 

•  Isham  R.  Sturnes,   March  16 Uare 

John  W.  BlantoD I  v„,ir 

EliftH  Bteeduiuu (  *""' 

Charlea  W,  ColtinBtam Sand 

John  Smith,  Dw.  25.  1873,  77  years. .     TnlU 

Louis  S.  Lade.  March  22,  40  years Bowi 

Samuel  M.  Sharp,  Dec.  28.  1879 ) 

James  C.  McRee,  Oct.  3S,  70  yean. . .  }  Ram 

Calvin  Stevens.  Oct.  26.  5fi  yonra ) 

Jesite  A.  Collins,  Aug.  15,  70  yean. . . .     Crop 
Samuel  N.  Grabaiu,  U.  G.  Feb.  18. . . .     Qmti 

Leroy  H.  Jones,  Feb.  27 Merii 

William  Johnston,  May  5 Wine 

Henrv  Fowler,  Jan.  21 Jp 

Hillrtcy  Ariuglon,  June j  rea  . 

Elijiih  G.  GiiuD,  Feb.  7.  26  years Clift< 

William  DeutoQ,   April  17 Fran 

Elliott  F.  Jones,  April  to     Cbar 

H<-Dry  J.  Sumner.  Oct.  28,  48  years. . .     Rich 

Miles  MiillinB,  Oct.  20 Oeoii 

Phillip  Cook.  July  10 (  „„„ 

Malcolm  McMillan,  Oct.  29  [  '*"" 

Columbus  C.  St.  JobD,  Nov,  19,  1879. ,     Wan 

Elkanab  J.  Trottmau.  May  3 Msdi 

Holland  Little.  Oct.  23.  1879 Fork 

William  Chiney.  Nov.  15.  1S79 Oliv. 

Jobu  D.  McDoRald.  Oct.  17 John 

Eli  M,  Wright.  April  22 Ragn 

Tboinas  Wilson,  May  C Pike' 

Geori^je  W.  Long.  June  17 Hnrt 

Arias  Woodham,  Sep.  16,  84  years. , . .     Czar 
Joshna  M.  Drnmmond,  Jan.  18 Rock 
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William  D.  Heaton,  Sept.  13 

Frederick  Bash,  Feb.  17 

Andrew  McCollers,  Jaly  19,  80  years.. 
Jesse  Livingston,  May  20,  65  y.earB. . . 

Henry  R  Green,  Biay  6. 

Alberto  Martin,  Not.  24,  1879 

Dadley  B.  M.  Sprayberry,  May  6 

Nathaniel  A.  Smith,  Feb.  23 

James  £.  Moore,  May  13 

Harvey  8.  Ferrell,  Deo.  25,  1879 

R G.  Stovall.  July  26,  72  years. . . 

Simeon  Harbison,  Nov.  29 

Bichard  Bosh.  March  6,  77  years 

Henry  A.  HaU.  May  25 


Heaton. No.  354 

Butledge «*    357 

i  Houston "   365 

Bell's  Landing. "    373* 

Birmingham  Fraternal.  "   384 
Munford «*    385 


I-  Newburgh 

Helena 

Sulphur  Spring 

Cullman  Fraternal... 

George  Wilson 

Daniel  Piatt 


388 

410 
414 
421 
424 
426 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


Helion  No.  1. — T.  J.  Robinson,  L.  R.  Black,  John  J.  Dement^  Sid^ 
ney  S.  Darwin,  John  A.  Erwin,  Thomas  J,  Howe,  William  H.  McAnelly, 
John  F.  McDevitt,  L.  H.  Scruggs,  B.  H.  Wilson,  Lewis  C.  Pyn- 
chon — 11. 

BisiNQ  Virtue  No.  4.— William  Hester— 1. 

MouLTON  No.  6.  — David  C.  Goodlet,  John  B.  Windham — ^2. 

BoYAL  White  Habt  No.  10. — Simon  P.  Saunders,  Hamilton  Cox,  Wi- 
ley E.  Jones,  George  W.  Little — 4. 

Dale  No.  25.-0.  D.  Carstarphen,  D.  J.  Foil,  John  £ades  Gnllett,  S, 
8.  Stanberry,  David  MclntoRh— 5. 

LaFayette  No.  26.— William  D.  Burford,  WiHiam  C.  Barton,  Her- 
bert G.  Childress,  William  N.  Knight,  Burwell  G.  Abernethy,  James  B. 
Wiley,  Laban  H.  S.  Chappelle— 7. 

Selma  Fraternal  No.  27. — Charles  Goins,  Leopold  Loeb— 2. 

Mobile  No.  40.— Green  B.  Duffee,  Augustus  P.  Dorgan,  William  J. 
Davis,  Francis  T.  Forbes,  William  Keyland,  Bobert  M.  Quinn,  Thomas 
F.  Sheldon,  Isaac  B.  Young— 8. 

Livingston  No.  41. — John  Wesley  DuBose,  Isaac  W.  Horn,  Morgan 
Lynn,  Thomas  B.  Stone— 4. 

Hiram  No.  42.— James  G.  Nesbit,  James  H.  Douglas,  Matthew  J. 
Turnley,  Alexander  Wood,  William  M.  Jones,  John  F.  Hubbard,  John 
M.  Carroll— 7. 

Harmony  No.  4G. — Bobert  Cherry,  Samuel  Bennett,  Jackson  Finerty, 
John  L.  M.  McBae,  Patrick  O' By  me— 5. 

Demopolis  No.  49.— Joel  J.  Bolton,  James  V.  List,  A.  W.  Dillard-^. 

Union  No.  50.— William  P.  Nelson,  Hugh  Landan — 2. 

New  Market  No.  52. — George  F.  Strong,  Joseph  M.  Hanbrick,  John 
Orman,  John  W.  Summers — 4. 

TusKEQEE  No.  57.  — George  W.  Campbell,  John  A.  McBryde,  John  C 
Abercrombie,  Algia  A.  Henderson — 4. 

Howard  No.  69. — George  B.  Johnson— 1. 

Central  No.  70.— John  Frost,  Joshua  W.  West — 2. 

ToHoPEKA  No.  71. — William  H.  Shepard,  Andrew  J.  Mulican,  John 
F.  Carter,  John  J.  Shepard— 4. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.— James  L.  Hays — 1. 

Auburn  No.  76. — Alley  G.  Dowdell,  William  0.  Dowdell,  Alexander 
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Frazer,  William  B.  Frazer,  Lotiis  A.  Foster,  Emory  T.  Glenn,  Green  G. 
Henderson,  WiUiam  O.  Moore,  Peyton  J.  Moore,  Jacob  Rowe,  George 
W'  Shelton,  Gabriel  Selig— 12. 

Cbozi£b  No.  78.— Emory  T.  Williams— 1. 

Fbiendship  No.  83. — Joeiah  S.  Kennedy,  John  A.  Lee,  Balph  Da- 
vis— 3. 

Meridian  Sun  No.  8«.— Frederic  F.  Wilson— 1. 

TucKABATCHEE  No.  96. — Arthor  L.  Foreman— 1. 

Habtwell  No.  101.— Richard  L.  Allen,  William  M.  Taylor,  William 
F.  Higgins,  Solomon  H.  Bean,  Jesse  V.  G ,  William  Georges— 6. 

Newbebn  No.  102. — Joseph  McBoy — 1. 

Hebmon  No.  106. — James  Cookrell,  Thomas  J.  Gordon— 2. 

Choctaw  No.  107.— Warren  Ford,  Samael  Griffin,  0 W.  Britt, 

J.  R.  Griffin,  W.  H.  Ford,  J.  0.  O'Hara.  J.  B.  Mortimore,  J.  W.  Dun- 
nane S. 

FoBEST  Hill  No.  110. — W.  Jasper  HoUingsworth,  Samael  T.  Winn — 2. 

Sylvan  No.  111.— James  C.  Cook,  John  Skates,  A.  Howard  Sealy— 3. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120.— Harvey  J.  Bryant,  Andrew  J.  Dawson— 2. 

Fkt.it  No.  124.— J.  T.  Kennedy,  William  C.  Jordan,  Samael  T.  Hall, 
Matthew  W.  Hall,  Jacob  H.  Praett— 5. 

Hebndon  No.  125.— Joseph  Carter,  John  S.  McCracken— 2. 

BoLiTAB  No.  127.— James  G.  Caperton,  James  Cox,  James  Rassell, 
F.  J.  Graham,  Israel  P.  Rassell,  Francis  M.  Barrier,  William  A.  Coffey, 
James  L.  D.  Rnssell,  Andrew  Home,  James  B.  Orendale,  Charles  L.  M. 
Porter,  Anthony  C.  Loyd,  John  Johnson,  William  K.  Spiller,  Hagh  Ij. 
Lamb — 15.   . 

Columbia  No.  135. — James  B.  Williams,  Thomas  Robertson — 2. 

Bethel  No.  141. — Harris  H.  Wise,  John  B.  Woodard — 2. 

Baldwin  No.  142.— Wallace  W.  McMillan,  John  H.  Hastee— 2. 

Fbatebntti  No.  145.— Willis  A.  Greene,  Henry  M.  Tidmore — ^2. 

Matbville  No.  158.— Perry  L.  Harrison,  A.  C.  Pitts,  Andrew  J. 
Byms,  Sagar  B.  Middleton,  John  McMuUin,  Frederick  T.  Givens,  Kible 
T.  Daniel,  James  E.  Lawler,  Green  A.  McMallin,  John  D.  Stovall,  John 
W.  Campbell,  William  Daucan,  James  N.  Radford,  William  Hodges — 14. 

Fayettevills  Authentic  No.  163. — Silas  Gardner,  William  Brewer, 
William  Ferryman,  William  D.  Booz,  Oliver  N.  Cooper — 5. 

BuENA  ViOTA  No.  169.— William  T.  Habbard— 1. 

Elba  No.  170.— Samael  W.  Stinson- 1. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — Jackson  Hicks,  Samael  Dowdle — 2. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173. — William  J.  Reese,  Gothold  L.  Werth, 
Coleman  B.  Ferrell — 3. 

Landmabk  No.  187.— William  S.  Fisher — 1. 

Valley  No.  203.— Henry  T.  Waldrop,  Charles  W.  Henderson— 2. 
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Manning  Spbino  No.  204.— Charles  C.  MoDacle^l. 

LiMEyiLUS  No,  219« — James  L.  Barnhill,  L.  M.  Barney,  Arch  A 
Young,  Elisha  Saggs,  Thomas  D.  Halpin — 5. 

Sandy  Ridoe  No.  223.— Edward  P.  Moore— 1. 

Newton  No.  224.— Thomas  J.  Marpby — 1. 

LouisYiLLE  No.  225.  Barnes  J.  Bradley,  John  B.  A.  Passmere,  Mal- 
colm Gillis — 3. 

Santa  Fe  No.  226.— Peter  Gain,  Seth  J.  Parker,  Henry  Briars,  John 
W.  Daffin,  Daniel  Howell,  Frank  W.  Baker,  Lafayette  W.  Mc(3oy, 
Thomas  B.  Savage,  Absalom  L.  Payne— 9. 

DuoK  Spuing  No.  231. — George  F.  Boden,  Samnel  Bnms — 2. 

Habpebsyille  No.  235. — William  L.  Dickerson,  William  Salstor, 
Lewis  Watson,  Elisha  W.  Holland,  Edwin  C.  Lide— 5. 

Dawson  No.  244.— Franklin  H.  Aosley,  William  Bryan,  John  A.  Baf- 
fin, George  Shell — 4. 

Harrison  No.  246. — William  A.  G.  Gibson,  Jalens  S.  Perdae,  JamcR 
M.  Gibson,  Asa  D.  Lowery — 4. 

Cropwell  No.  247. — Samael  P.  McCleHen — 1. 

Lawrence  No.  248.— William  S.  Corbitt— 1. 

Gamp  Greek  No.  251. — William  T.  Trainam — 1. 

QinTifAN  No.  254. — John  H.  Sims — 1. 

Bellyille  No.  260. — Willis  Thompson,  Solomon  S.  Forbes,  Pinkney 
Giddens,  William  T.  Hawthorn — 4. 

WAiiNTTT  Grove  No.  261. — James  Morton,  Asa  B.  Marphree,  Moees  L. 
Fergason,  Jeremiah  Gregory,  William  Gregory,  James  T.  Thomp- 
son— 6. 

Wind  Greek  No.  267.— Isaac  J.  Borson,  James  D.  Land — 2. 

Pea  Biver  No.  271.— Daniel  Kiser— 1. 

Clifton  No.  272.— Edmund  Gaillard— 1, 

Northern  No.  278. — James  B.  Johnson — 1. 

Gharles  BASKERvUiLE  No.  281.— Lsvi  Lindsey,  Ellis  Logan,  William 
A.  Blackburn— 3. 

Georgiana  No.  285. — James  M.  Smith — 1. 

Fort  Deposit  No.  291. — Jesse  F.  Barganier — 1. 

NoRRis  No.  301.— James  D.  Henly,  James  T.  Adams,  Willis  Gar- 
ner— 3. 

ZioN  No.  304.— Martin  G.  Boiling— 1. 

Gentral  Grrr  No.  305.— Prelate  D.  Barker,  Darby  M.  Calloway,  Jo- 
seph P.  Fergason,  William  A.  Medley,  Bobert  H.  Hurt- 5. 

Gluttsville  No.  319. — John  Frazier — 1. 

Madison  Station  No.  329.— William  F.  Pledge,  Arthur  H.  Lewis, 
James  M.  Bailey,  Boderick  P.  Eunis— 4. 

Clear  Creek  No.  340. — William  West,  John  A.  Thomas,  Paul  Ingle, 
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William  Jackson,  Willis  Faris,  Thomas  J.  Gowart»  Thomas  M.  Mar- 
tin—7. 

Raoan  No.  341. — Jesse  Carrol— 1. 

Echo  No.  345. — Benjamin  H.  Newton,  James  £.  Brannan,  William  I. 
Baldwin,  John  W.  Stackey,  Paul  H.  Preston,  Matthew  B.  Howell, 
Charles  H.  Newman— 7. 

HubtviIai;e  No.  346.— John  M.  King — 1. 

OzABK  No.  349.— Edward  Dowling,  Stephen  C.  D.  Brown,  David  M. 
Byrd,  William  A.  Cambie — 4. 

SiPSEY  No.  350.— Robert  J.  Ma^iield,  Temple  Cole,  Thomas  D.  Gard- 
ner, Renben  Gardner,  James  M.  Hamner,  Jordan  J.  Elmore,  John  El- 
more, James  A.  Matchett,  James  A.  J.  Wilbnrn,  Richard  Marlow,  Wil- 
liam H.  Hamner,  William  R  Elmore,  James  S.  Shirley — 13. 

Wilson  Whjjams  No.  351.— Nathan  F.  Jones,  Enoch  N.  Hayes— 2. 

Heaton  No.  354. — James  A.  Wilson,  Pleasant  D.  Wilson— 2. 

ScoTTSBOBO  No.  359. — James  Jordan,  John  C.  Ghirland,  Benton  C. 
Horton,  Silas  Smith,  James  M.  Parks,  Benjamin  F.  Robertson,  Yoang 
M.  Howard— 7. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364. — James  C.  Kay — 1. 

Cross  Plains  No.  368.— Casimns  N.  Glines — 1. 

Atheistan  No.  369. — Alexander  W.  De  Bardelaben — 1. 

Weooufka  No.  378.— Henry  J.  Taylor— 1. 

Robert  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Duke  P.  Price— 1. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383. — Richmond  T.  Hammond,  Francis  M.  Whimpee, 
Rolen  Bearden,  Levi  Worthington — 4. 

Birmingham  Fraternal  No.  384. — Joseph  A.  Kelly,  James  H« 
Shaap — 2. 

Trinity  No.  386. — James  L.  Carey — 1. 

Vernon  No.  389. — George  M.  Haghey,  Blnford  MoDaniel,  Isaac  H. 
Sanders,  John  E.  Graves,  Samael  Ward,  John  Wofford — 6. 

Hickory  Flat  No.  392. — Seaborn  W.  Smith,  Jackson  Ussery,  Isaac  R. 
Stevens,  Daniel  W.  HoUiday — 4. 

Hanceville  No.  400. — Samael  R.  Weems — 1. 

Helena  No.  410. — William  Beckett — 1. 

Amberson  No.  412. — James  Morgan— 1. 

Broomtown  No.  420. — James  Jackson,  William  Tallent,  James  Mc- 
CuUough— 3. 
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REINSTATED. 


Helion  No.  1.— Septimns  D.   Gabaniss,  Albert  A.  Baker,  Levis  M. 
Seat,  Napoleon  B.  GraysoD,  John  B.  Johnson,  Thomas  H.  Hewlett — 6. 

BisiMo  Virtue  No.  4. — Hugh  Eirkman,  Hickman  P.  Walker,  Joseph 
Voyle— 3 . 

MouLTON  No.  6.— Siimnel  C.  Alexander,  William  H.  Hill,  Dayid  L. 
Dinsmore,  James  L.  Stevens — 4. 

Macon  No.  7. — J.  Marion  Moore— 1. 

BoYAii  White  Habt  No.  10.— John  U.  Bollins,  Hart  Collins,  Jameft 
F.  Walker,  Samael  F.  Lightner,  James  C.  Flonmoy,  Loais  B.  Bosh, 
Walter  S.  White,  John  E.  Thomas,  Angustns  S.  Borders,  Jesse  B.  Bow- 
don,  Thomas  Kennedy,  John  U.  Dent,  Ck)ancil  Bosh,  Monroe  War- 
ren—14. 

MoMTOOifEBY  No.  11.— Augtistus  Davis,  Isaac  Schwartz— 2. 

Dale  No.  25.— S.  G.  Cochran,  William  A.  George— 2. 

La  Fayette  No.  26.— Edmund  W.  Booker,  Charles  K  Waller,  Francis 
M.  Moore — 3. 

Selha  Fbatebnal  No.  27. — James  P.  Howard,  Joseph  May — 2. 

HisiNG  Sun  No.  29.— Edward  N.  G.  Kimble,  Melvin  M.  Hamaker— 2. 

Washington  No.  36.— John  R.  Green— 1. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37.— Joscph  Wheeler,  Henry  W.  Lightfoot,  John  W. 
Hall-3. 

Wetumpka  No.  39.— Richard  Smoot,  Allen  V.  Bobinson,  McKinney 
Thomas— 3. 

Union  No.  50. — Lou  A.  Simms — 1. 

Amity  No.  54. — William  B.  Martin— 1. 

ToMPKiNSYiiiLE  No.  61.— Lcouidas  Alston,  John  M.  Johnston — 2. 

EuBEKA  No.  64. — John  E.  Gk)ldson — 1. 

Hoi^EY  No.  68. — Thomas  H.  B.  Rivers— 1. 

HowAiiD  No.  68.— Claudius  E.  Sadler,  James  W.  Clifford— 2. 

Centbal  No.  70. — Henry  Backus- 1. 

ToHOPEKA  No.  71.— Levi  Turner,  William  T.  Gardner— 2. 

Cbozieb  No.  78. — James  C.  Wilson — 1. 

Pbedonia  No.  79.— Winston  W.  Gray,  David  R.  Coleman,   William 
W.  Herndon— 3. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— Burrell  R.  Bradley— 1. 
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Mebidian  Sun  No.  88.— DaDiel  B.  Edwards,  Leonidas  R  Snllivan— 2. 

HsNBY  No.  91. — James  J.  Head,  James  Gillespie— 2. 

FxTLTON  No.  98. — William  P.  Benning,  Richard  H.  Boark— 2. 

Salem  No.  99.— J A.  Fero — 1. 

Habtwell  No  101.— Benjamin  Johnson,  John  A.  Nicholson,  William 
J.  Borden— 3. 

Shiloh  No.  105.— James  H.  Threadgill— 1. 

Forest  HuJi  No.  110.— James  P.  Caspar,  John  B.  Brandon,  Elbert 
Jordan — 3.  •» 

Sylvan  No.  111.— Henry  L.  Wood— 1. 

Perbyyille  No.  117. — Napoleon  J.  B.  Sattles,  Benjamin  F.  Garrison, 
John  White,  Ira  H.  Hoff— 4. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120.— Samuel  F.  Kersh,  John  C.  Forbs— 2. 

Felix  No.  124. — Bobert  H.  Griffin,  Lewis  Christian,  Morgan  John- 
son—3. 

Hebndon  No.  125. — Bichard  D.  Templeton — 1. 

YoRKviLLE  No.  131. — Andrew  J.  Pridmore— 1. 

LoACHAPOKA  No.  133.— James  S.  Bedell,  John  J.  Nelms— 2. 

Columbia  No.  135.— Wiley  Williams— 1. 

Shelby  No.  140.— Elbert  H.  Sawyer,  David  H.  Danlap— 2. 

Bethel  No.  141. — Jefiferson  Miller,  Noah  P.  Beason,  Thomas 
Blake— 3. 

Baldwin  No.  142.— Virgil  E.  Crawford— 1. 

Fraternity  No.  145. — Maximillian  Tidmore,  Abram  B.  Moody — ^2. 

Missouri  No.  146. — Daniel  McLean— 1. 

Cold  Water  No.  148.— Joshna  Thrasher,  Newbem  B.  Dnrrett — 2. 

Nixbuboh  No.  154.— William  W.  Dillard— 1. 

Maybvillb  No.  158.— William  P.  Hill— 1. 

Sumter  No.  166.— Francis  Y.  Townsend,  John  C.  Ezell- 2. 

Elba  No.  170.— William  G.  W.  Harper— 1. 

Clopton  No.  171.— John  Harper— I. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — James  B.  Hodo — 1. 

EzEL  No.  175. — John  B.  Fannin,  Bobert  L.  Jackson — 2. 

MoxTNT  TTrr.T.TATtn  No.  180.— John  J.  Giiswold,  John  J.  Ontler,  Isaac 
Beasley— 3. 

Landmabk  No.  187.— Edward  W.  Stephens — 1. 

Brush  Crbes  No.  191.— Albert  M.  Avery— 1. 

Hopewell  No.  193. — Samael  S.  Haviland — 1. 

Hillabee  No.  197.— Samael  M^  Bell,  Samael  H.  Bell,  BlafordL. 
Dean,  William  Brooks,  Charles  A.  Matthews,  John  T.  Matthews— 6. 

Sylacauoa  No.  200. — William  Monroe — 1. 

Pbttusvillb  No.  207. — James  J.  Dawson — 1. 

Alexandbia  No.  208.— William  W.  Mason— 1. 
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Builders  No.  215.— William  A.  Gonville,  Bobert  N.  Johns,  WiUiam 
a  Parrott-3. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218. — James  B.  Davis,  Thomas  M.  Bothwell— 2. 

LiNZYiLLE  No.  211).— Solomon  Barefield,  Aaron  Parker,  Thomas 
Hayes— 3. 

Westebn  Stab  No.  222.— John  B.  Watts,  Redin  H.  Jones— 2. 

LomsYiLLE  No.  225.— James  S.  Baxter,  James  A.  McLennan,  James 
M.  Hobdy,  Thomas  W.  Hasting,  Alexander  P.  Johnson,  Edward  D. 
Haghes,  James  M.  Grant,  Thomas  P.  0.  Phillips,  James  Oarr — 9. 

James  Penn  No.  227.— John  B.  Potts— 1. 

Duck  Spring  No.  231. — Jeremiah  Boden,  Martin  F.  Scott — 2, 

Habpebsyille  No.  235.— Henry  E.  Florey— 1. 

Faibmount  No.  238.— John  Findley — 1. 

GoosA  No.  242.— John  I.  Edwards,  Jalius  0.  Edwards,  Henry  Blan- 
kersly- 3. 

Bambb  No.  243.— William  T.  Burgamy,  James  G.  McBee,  Calvin 
Stevens — 3. 

Dawson  No.  244.— Thaddens  C.  Owens— 1. 

Gbopwsll  No.  247.  —Jefferson  Biley — 1. 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252. — James  H.  Fair,  Humphry  H.  Sartain,  John  H. 
Koster— 3. 

EBvm  No.  257.— William  F.  Sides,  Bichard  T.  Latham— 2, 

Bandolph  No.  258. — William  A  Greene — 1. 

Bellyille  No.  260. — Batt  M.  Johnston,  James  T.  Andrews — ^2. 

TAiiLADEGA  No.  261.— Joseph  B.  Walker.  James  S.  Watson— 2. 

Highland  No.  262.— Zephaniah  W.  H.  Acton,  Bufus  H.  Walker — 2. 

Walnut  Gbove  No.  264. — Jackson  A.  Nannally,  Bobert  C,  Word, 
George  W.  Harris,  John  Foster— 4. 

Mebidlin  No.  265.— John  W.  Wall,  Eldridge  B.  Hawkins— 2. 

Wind  Gbeek  No.  207.— Berry  Stacks,  John  Howell— 2. 

Pea  Btveb  No.  271. — Love  Smith,  Joshoa  Smith,  Ghristopher  H, 
Kizer,  Isaac  Smith,  William  McGall— 5. 

Spbingville  No.  280. — William  W.  Thompson,  Beaben  Little,  Elbert 
White— 3. 

Ghables  Baskebville  No.  281. — Benjamin  F.  Peters — 1. 

Bichmond  No.  282.— Bobert  S.  Myer,  Uriah  T.  Keenan— 2. 

Geoboiana  No.  285.— Wiley  H.  Tynes,  Winfleld  S.  Dyass,  James  W. 
Darby— 3. 

Walkbb  No.  286.— John  A.  Dean,  Washington  Wilson,  Martin  M. 
Phillip8-3. 

Glinton  No.  287.— Benjamin  S.  Bracewell— 1. 

Gentbal  Gity  No.  305.— John  J.  Pearson— 1.  / 

GmirrsviLLE  No.  319.— James  A.  Phillips — 1. 
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Viola  No.  324.— James  W.  Dickenon— 1. 

Madison  Station  No.  329.— James  M.  Dontbitt— 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — LoreDzo  Dow  Gaities — 1. 

Gleab  Crkbk  No.  340.— David  G.  Monasco,  Josiah  Gommiens,  Daniel 
G.  Mizo— 3. 

Echo  Na  345.— Hansford  D.  Price—l. 

WnsoN  WnxiAifs  No.  351.— Plnmpton  S.  Sidall,  Gioero  H.  Bach- 
anan,  Justin  F.  Bacbanan,  John  W.  Hodo— 4. 

Bock  BIillb  No.  353.— Daniel  G.  Growder,  Wyatt  Harper,  Joshua  M. 
Drnmmond— 3. 

Hkaton  No.  354.— John  W.  D.  Lancaster — 1. 

BuTiiEDOE  No.  357.— James  M.  Perkins,  Pinkney  A.  Tatnm— 2. 

Babboub  No.  358.— Thomas  J.  Perry,  John  A.  Perry— 2. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— Ream  Bolton,  Andrew  J.  Bennetts,  Ben- 
nette  White,  Elijah  P.  Grant— 4. 

BussELLYiLLE  No.  371. — Jossph  C.  Sibly — 1. 

Weooufka  No.  378.— John  McKny— 1. 

BoBSBT  E.  Lee  No.  379. — Thomas  H.  Branton— 1. 

Waterloo  No.  382.--Gharle8  M.  Hall— 1. 

BiBMiNQHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  384. — William  T.  Stewart,  James  W. 
Boiler— 2. 

TRiNmr  No.  38a— Charles  T.  Royer— 1. 

Newbuboh  No.  388.— John  G.  Whitlock—l. 

Weathebs  No.  390.— William  M.  Weathers,  Philip  Ellingbnrg,  Henry 
G.  Knight,  John  N.  Moore — 4. 

HiLLSBOBo'  No.  408. — 'Tames  H.  Foster — 1. 

Helena  No.  410.— David  McFarlan-— 1. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


John  Owen Cokerville No.    75 


Noble  Herring. Cold  Water. 

Abner  G.  Hammond Elba 

Joseph  Sawyer Glintonville, 

James  K  Payne Delta 

James  E.  Adams Tombigbee. 

John  W.  Bowdon )  p      -^. 

William  J.  Stephens \^^  ^*^®'-  * 

Bobert  B.  King Weognfka . . 


EXPELLED. 


148 
170 
188 
189 
190 

271 

378 


Humphrey  P.  Whiteside Crozier No.  78 

William  J.  Baggett Clintonville "  188 

William  Yonng Walnut  Grove "  264 

Richard  B.  Dickinson Charles  Baskerville "  281 

Edwin  R.  McDonald Warrenton *•  320 

Benjamin  R.  Franks Soottsboro *'  359 

?r°i^.^S°ndiei::: :::::::  (Chandler -  367 

John  L.  Holbrook. Cross  Plains •«  368 

James  Crosby  Sen'r Lake  City , •*  377 

Zadoo  D,  Robinson Jemison •«  411 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1880. 


FOB   NON-BEPBBSENTATION. 


«< 


<< 


«* 


t« 


Florence No. 

George  Wa8biDgton 

Marengo 

Rising  San 

Washington 

Courtland " 

Havana ** 

Leigbton •* 

Mount  Moriah ** 

Tompkinsville *' 

Social •* 

Solomon •* 

Wilcox •* 

Sawyer ** 

Salem *« 

Benson *' 

Good  Samaritan ** 


14 
24 
28 
29 
36 
37 
42 
43 
55 
61 

r>3 

74 
80 
93 
99 
103 
104 


Choctaw "107 

Coflfeeville •  *  122 

Hemdon *•  12G 

Geneva "  129 

Daleville •*  144 

Bladon  Spring "  151 

Monnt  Jeflferson **  152 

Eastaboga '*  155 

Somerville **  157 

Penick "  161 

Mount  Hope "168 

Buena  Vista "169 

Mount  Hilliard * "180 

Caledonia "  198 

Helicon "201 

Valley "  203 

Pettusville "207 

Putnam "  212 

Euclid "  213 

Spring  HiU "  217 

Western  Star "222 

Santa  Fe "  226 

Dallas "  228 

John  Payne "245 


Lawrence. No.  248 

Toluca "249 

Gaylesville "256 

Bellville 260 

Meridian    "265 

Mount  Pleasant "  266 

Clifton "272 

Paint  Rock "274 

Daviston "283 

Walker." "  286 

Gillespie    "290 

Jonesboro "  315 

Blue  Eye •'332 

Oliver "  334 

Nanafalia *  *  :«5 

Albert  Pike  "339 

Wilson  Williams "351 

RockMills "353 

Van  Buren "355 

Newtonville "  .360 

TownCreek "361 

Chester "363 

Pleasant  Site "364 

Cotaco "366 

Chandler "  367 

Russellville "371 

Lake  City "  377 

Blue  Spring "387 

Hickory  Flat "392 

Valley  Head "394 

Black  Oak "397 

Green  Hill "402 

Childersburg "403 

Mineral  Spring "  405 

NorthRiver "407 

Hillshoro "  408 

Pondtown "409 

Sulphur  Spring "  414 

Williamsburg "416 

Broomtown "  420 
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FOB  NON-PATMBNT  OV  DUXB^ 


(t 


ti 


(( 


14 
24 

28 
29 
43 
74 
93 


Florence No. 

George  Washington , 

Marengo 

Bising  San 

Leighton 

Solomon ** 

Sawyer •* 

Benson ••  103 

Good  Samaritan '*  104 

Coflfeeville "  122 

Geneva , 

Bladon  Spring 

Mount  Jefferson "152 

Eastaboga **  155 

Somerville "157 

Penick **  161 

Monnt  Hope "168 

Caledonia "198 

Helicon "201 

Putnam "212 


«« 


«« 


129 
151 


Euclid. No.  213 

Spring  Hill "  217 

Dallas "228 

John  Payne "246 

Toluca "249 

Gaylesville "256 

Paint  Rock "274 

Dayiston "283 

AlbertPike "339 

VanBuren "355 

Newtonville "360 

Town  Creek "361 

Chester "363 

Pleasant  Site "364 

Ootaoo "366 

Blue  Spring "  387 

Black  Oak "  397 

Mineral  Spring "  405 

North  Eiver. "407 

Williamsburg "416 


LODGES  REINSTATED. 


Bellefonte No.   82 

Roanoke. "132 


Mount  Eagle No.  185 

Munford "385 


CHAJtTEBS  FOBFEITBD  IN  1880. 


1 
3 
9 

47 
95 


Helion Na 

Alabama. " 

Oilead " 

Warren " 

Danville " 

Forest  Hill "  110 

Bradford "138 

Rodgersville "  147 

Chambers "149 

Etam "150 


Brundidge. No.  184 

Opelika. "195 

Tensaw "221 

Larkinsville "  277 

Holly  Grove "323 

Pikeville "344 

Sipsey "350 

Waterloo «' 382 

HighShoals "413 


Numbers  1, 
35,  38.  46,  47. 
112,  113.  114, 
150.  156,  159, 
195.  196,  202, 
240,  253.  255. 
316,  317,  318, 
350,  352.  356, 
Number — 125. 


FOBFEITBD.  BEVOKED,  AND  CONSOLIDATED. 

2,  3,  5,  9,  12.  13.  15,  17,  18.  19.  20.  21,  23,  30,  32,  33,  34, 
48,  58,  60.  66.  73.  77.  85,  86.  87.  92.  94,  95,  100,  109,  110, 
115.  116,  118.  121,  122.  128.  130.  137,  138.  139, 147,  149, 
160.  162, 164,  165,  167,  174,  177.  179,  182.  183,  184,  194, 
205.  206.  210.  214,  216.  220,  221,  229,  232,  234.  236.  239, 
259.  263.  268,  269,  273,  276,  277,  279,  284,  288,  289,  306, 
322,  323,  325,  326.  327,  328,  333,  336,  342,  343,  344,  347, 
362.  370,  372.  374,  382,  387,  393,  401,  413,  318— Total 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 201 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Gommnnioation 7,477 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported ^ 982 

Dues  received  at  this  Grand  Commnnicatiou $4,012  25 

Lodges  that  made  Retams 256 

Lodges  that  made  no  Betnms i«  45 

tx)dge8  that  paid  their  Dues 249 

Lodges  that  have  not  paid  their  Dues 41 

WOBK  OF  THE  YeaB   18^. 

Namber  Initiated 423 

Number  Passed 394 

Namber  Eaised 370 

Number  Affiliated 272 

Number  Rejected 77 

Namber  Dimitted 387 

Namber  that  Died 113 

Namber  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 9 

Number  Expelled 11 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 320 

Number  Reinstated 235 

Condition  of  thb  Lodobs. 

Lodges  Square  upon  the  Book 201 

Lodge  Delinquent  for  non-representation 81 

Charters  forfeited,  revoked,  and  consolidated 125 

Army  members 19 

Lodges  under  Dispensation 3 


Whole  number  at  the  end  of  the  year 429 
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MEMOEANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OP  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRANP  LODGE  OP  ALABAMA. 

Wilson  Willums Opelika Arkaasas. 

Brazil . 

Stephen  H  .  Bbaslet Montgomery British   Colombia . 

George  F.  Moobe Montgomery Canada . 

Hobebt  D .  Webb,  M.  D Livingston District  Columbia. 

Morris  K  .  Tatlob Meridianville England . 

DA.VID  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H  .  Johnson,  M  .  D Talladega Georgia . 

John  Gideon  Ha.bbis Livitigston Idaho . 

DA.NIEL  Sa.tbe  .    Montgomery Illinois . 

Henbt  C .  Abmstbono Montgomery Indian  Territory. 

Peleo  Brown Mobile Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Iowa . 

William  A.  O'Haba,  M.  D Harpersville Ireland. 

John  J .  Delchamps Mobile Italy . 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Satbe MonPjomery Kentucky . 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana . 

James  B  .  Luckie,  M.  D Birminghim Maine . 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland . 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANS MobUe Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

THOiiAS  M .  Bbago,  M  .  D Greenville Mississippi . 

Daniel  Satbe. Montgomery Missonri . 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans MobUe New  Mexico . 

Oliveb  S .  Beebs Mobile New  Jersey. 

Henbt  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

Geobge  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Sayre Monigomety Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Saybe Monifjomery' Oregon . 

Isaiah  A.  Wilson Union  Springs Pennsylvania. 

Geoboe  P  .  Habbison  Jb. Opelika Prince  Edward  Tld. 

HoBATio  C .  Gbaybon Choctaw  Comer . . .  Rhode  Island . 

Geobge  D .  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market Tennessee, 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss SelnuL Texas. 

« 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

West  Virginia , 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans. Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMORANDA. 


BEPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  ALABAMA  NEAR 

OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

EZiBEBT  H .  Engeirh Littie  Reck Arkansas . 

Pkdro  Antonio  Gomez Rio  Jandro Brazil . 

Samuel  B.  Habman Toronto Canada. 

Alexandeb  Alfred  Green VidoricL British  Colambia. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Ww^ington District  Colombia. 

Bracston  Baker London England. 

William  A.  Love,  M.  D Atlanta Greorgia. 

Charles  P.  Bilderback Boise  City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawlet Dixon Illinois. 

James  S.  Murrow.  .  .• Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H.  Bice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAs  P.  Waters Muscatine Iowa. 

FHANcis  QuiN Dublin Ireland. 

Thomas  J .  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

Charles  Tilden Louisville Eentacky. 

Samuel  H.  Todd New  Orleans Loaisiana. 

Johiah  H  .  Drummond  Portland Maine . 

William  M.  Isaac BaUiinort, Maryland. 

Arthur  M.  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester, Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkitt Okolona Mississippi . 

James  E.  Cadle Chillicothe Missouri. 

Jame&  W.  Chaddfck Xebraskn  City Nebraska. 

William  S.  Whitehead. Newark New  Jersey. 

David  J .  Miller SatUa  Fe New  Mexico. 

Daniel  T.  Walden New  lorfc New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina . 

Robert  C.  Eraser Halifax Nova  Scotia. 

James  K.  Bailey Corvaliis Oregon. 

Richard  Vaux Philadelphia Pennsylvania . 

Donald  Darrach Kensington Prince  Edward  Fid. 

D^ioHT  R.  Adams OentreviUe Rhode  Island. 

T0WN8END  A .  Thomas.   ClarkesvUle Tennessee. 

Henry  H.  Smith Rutland Vermont. 

Edward  M.  Lackland Charlestmcn West  Virginia. 

Joseph  Hamilton : Milwaukee Wisconain. 


GRAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Luke  E.  Barber Little  Rock . 

2.  California Alexander  Qurdon  Abell San  Francisoa. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Parmelee Georgetown . 

4.  Connecticut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes Wilmington, 

6.  District  of  Colambia. William  Reynolds  Singleton. . .  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins Jackson. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  Blackshear . . . .  Macon. 

9.  niinois John  F.  Burrill Springfield . 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smytbe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa 4 Theodore  Sntton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte . 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana James  Cunningham  Batchelor .  New  Orleans . 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimoie. 

17.  Massachusetts Tracy  P.  Cheever. Boston . 

18.  Michigan Ellory  L  Garfield Detroit. 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Phul . 

20.  Mississippi John  Logun  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis . 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha . 

23.  Nevada John  D .  Hammond Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton . 

26.  New  York James  McMurray  Austin New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh . 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati . 

29.  Oregon F.  J.  Babcock Salem , 

30.  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

3 1 .  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence . 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston . 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas George  H.  Bringhurst Houston. 

35.  Vermont .William  H.  Root Burlington . 
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y'f.  Virginia. Willi&m  Biyan  Isaacs Bichmood. 

37.  Went  Vir^oia. Odell  Sqaier  Long Wheeling. 

38.  WiHCOimiD John  Wesley  Woodhall Mil waakee . 

y.K  I>/ikota Charles  T.  McCoj Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Lewis  F .  Caitee Boise  City. 

41.  Montana Comelias  Hedges Helena . 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe. 

4;i  Utah Christopher  Diehl iiilt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbame  Beed. Olympia. 

4ii.  Wyoming William  G .  Tonn Evanston . 

40.  Indian  Territory James  8.  Marrow Atoka. 

47.  Canada John  J .  Mason Hamilton,  Ont 

48.  New  Brunswick William  F.  Banting Saint  John. 

4*K  Nova  Scotia Benjamin  Carren,  D.  C.  L Halifax. 

5^).  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

51.  British  Colambia £<lward  Crow  Baker Laarel  Point. 

52.  Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

53.  Prince  Edward  Isl'nd. George  W.  Wakeford CharlottetQwn. 

M.  England Shadwell  Henry  Clerke London. 

55.  Ireland Samael  B    Oldham,  Dep Dablin. 

50.  Scotland David  Marray  Lyon Edinborongh . 

57.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral Rio  Janeiro. 

58.  Chili Jose  .Maldonado Valparaiso. 

59.  Peru Charles  Prince Lima. 

60.  Spain  Francisco  Conde Salad  6^  Madrid 

(  Budapest,  Wait- 

61.  Hongrie Henri  Iby  3** J    ner  Boulevard 

(   No.  45. 

62.  Now  South  Wales. .  .Nicholas  Weeks Sidney,  Austla. 

63.  Preussen Bouche Berlin . 

64.  Scbweden CarlLudvigHeuningThul8tmp.Stockholm. 

65.  Cuba Sr .  D .  Aurelio  Almeida 114   Manrique. 
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Couceraing  Fnlkville  Lodge  No.  396 
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"  Lonohapoka  "  "    133 

"  Moscow         ■'  "    205 

Koanoke        ■•  ■'    13a 
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RESOLUTION!: 

Bj  Grand  Secretary 

"  Jeaae  M.  Cariuichael 

"  Myles  J.  Greene 

"  John  H.  Uiiukbuid 

"  Benjamin  F,  i'ope 
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"  iBoao  C.  Hall 
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"    "    election  of  Grand  Officere 
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